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C  H  A  P.     I; 

Of  the  Liconftancy  of  our  ABions. 

•  ■ 

THEY  who  apply  themfelves  to  the  critical  In- 
fpeftion  of  human  Adions,  do  not  find  them- 
felves, in  any  Thing,  fo  much  perplexed  as  how 
to  reconcile  them,  and  fet  them  off  with  equal  Luftrej  for 
they  do  commonly  fo  ftrangely  contradift  one  another,  that 
it  feems  impoffible  they  fhould  proceed  frorti  one  and  the 
fame  Perfon.  We  find  the  younger  Marius  one  While  a 
Son  of  Mif  J,  and  another  the  Son  of  Venus.  Pope  Boniface 
VIII.  is  faid  to  haVe  entered  on  the  Papacy  like  a  Fox,  to 
have  behaved  in  it  like  a  Lion,  and  to  have  died  like  a 
Dog.  And  who  could  believe  it  to  be  the  fame  Neroy  that 
perfcdt  Image  of  Cruelty,  who,  when, the  Sentence  paffid 
upon  a  Criminal,  was  brought  to  him  irt  Form  to  fign  it, 
cried  out,  *  Would  to  God  I  bad  never  been  taught  to  write  ! 
So  much  it  went  to  his  Heart  to  condemn  a  Man  to  Death. 
All  Hiftory  is  fo  full  of  the  like  Inftances,  nay,  every  Man 
IS  able  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  fo  many  out  of  his  own 
Pradlice,  that  I  fometimes  wonder  to  fee  Men  of  Under- 
ftanding  give  thc^mfelves  the  Trouble  of*  reconciling  fuch 
Vol.  II.  B  la- 

•  Vellcm  nefclrc  literas.  S^ncc*  dc  Ckttvtnfia,  \3b*u;  c?-^.  \* 
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Inconfiflencies,  confidering  that  Irrefolution  feems  to  me 
to  be  the  moft  common  and  manifeft  Vice  j)f  our  Nature  j 
witnefs  the  famous  Verfe  of  Puhlius  the  Mimic, 

Malum  conRlium  eji  quod  muiari  non  pot  eft  *. 


•I 


f.  e. 


Bad  is  the  Counfel  which  cannpoPe  changed*  ^ 

There  is  fome  Probability  of  forming  a  Judgment  of  a 
TheDsSUtdtyof  Man  frorti  his  moft  common  Courfe  of  Life', 
determining  the  but  confidering  the  natural  Inftability  of  our 
Charaaers  of  Manners  and  Opinions,  I  have  often  thought 
Mentngeneral    ^^^^  ^^^  j^jj.  ^mj^Qj-g  wrong  in  endeavouring^. 

with  fo  much  Obftinacy,  to  make  us  all  of  a  Piece  or  Con- 
fiftency.  They  pitch  upon  the  general  Air  of  a  Man,  and^ 
i^ccording  to  that  Appearance,  endeavour  to  range  and  in«. 
terpret  all  his  Adlions,  and,  if  they  cannot  twift  them  to  a 
tolerable  Uniformity,  they  impute  them  to  Diffimulation. 
Auguftus  has  efcaped  their  Memory  ;  for  in  this  Man  there 
was  fo  manifeft,  fudden,  and  continual  a  Variety  of  Adtions 
throughout  his  Life,  that  he  is  flipped  away  intire-and  un- 
cenfured  by  the  boldeft  Critics.  There  is  nothing  I  am  fo 
hardly  induced  to  believe  as  a  Man's  Conftancy,  and  be- 
lieve nothing  more  readily  than  his  Inconftancy.  He  that 
would  judge  of  ^  Man  particularly,  diftinftly,  and  take  him 
to  Pieces,  would  oftener  be  fure  of  fpeaking  Truth,  *Tis 
a  hard  Matter,  out  of  all  Antiquity,  to  pick  a  dozen  Men 
who  have  pafled  their  Lives  in  one  certain  conftant  Courfc> 
which  is  the  principal  Aim  of  Wifdom.  For,  to  comprize 
all  in  one  Word,  fays  an  ancient  Author,  and  to  colleft  all 
the  Rules  of  human  Life  into  one,  is  to  Will  the  fame  Taking 
always^  and  always  not  to  Will  it\.  I  need  not  add  thisfmatt 
Exception^  provided  that  what  thou  wiileft  be  right;  for^  if 
it  be  not  rights  the  fame  Thing  cannot  always  pleafe  any  one* 
I  have,  indeed,  formerly  learned,  that  Vice  is  nothing  butt 
the  Want  of  Rule  and  Meafure,  and  by  Confequence  *tis 
impoffible  to  fix  Conftancy  to  it.  'Tis  reported  to  be  n 
Saying  of  Demofthenes^  that  the  Beginning  of  all  Virtue  is 
Confutation  and  Deliberation,  and  the  End  and  Perfedtioti 
of  it,   Conftancy.   .  If  we  would  fet  out  upon  a  certain 

Courfe^ 

^  Ex  Publii  Mimis,  upad  A.  GcUr  lib.  icvii.  c.  14.      t  Sen^Bp*  ao^ 


.  X.        Of  I  be  Inconjiancy  of  cur  ABlonu  3 

'  Courre,  after  mature  Deliberation,  we  Ihould  take  the  beft 
Way,  but  no-body  has  thought  on  it : 

^tod  petiit^  fpernit ;  rtpetit  quod  nuper  omifit^ 

Mfiuat^  et  viu  difconvenil  or  dine  loto*. 


He  now  dcfpifes  what  he  late  did  crave. 
And  what  he  lall  negletfted,  now  would  have  i 
He  fluctuates,  and  flies  from  that  to  this. 
And  his  whole  Life  a  Contradiftion  is. 

Our  ordinary  Prafticc  is  to  follow  the  Inclinations  of  our 
f  Appetites,  be  it  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  up-  y^,  i„conjim- 
wards  or  downwards,  according  as  we  areim-  ty  of  ear  Con- 
pelled  by  Occalions.  We  neverconfiderof  what  "'"<*.'"'  '^^■"" 
we  would  have  till  the  Inftant  we  would  have  f'"""'^- 
it,  and  arc  as  changeable  as  that  Animal  which  receives  its 
Colour  from  what  Place  foever  it  is  hid  upon.  What  we 
uft  now  propofed  to  Ourfelves,  we  immediately  alter,  and 
irefcntly  recur  to  it ;  which  is  nothing  but  Wavering  and 
jiconftancy  ; 
Ducimur  ut  nervi's  aliems  mohik  lignum  -f . 

*.  e. 
Like  Tops,  with  Leather- thongs  we're  whipp'd  about. 
We  do  not  go  of  ourfelves,  but  are  driven  juft  like  Thingu 
chat  float  on  the  Water,  fometimes  flowly,  at  other  times 
wifily,  according  to  the  Rapidity  or  Gentlenefs  of  the 
Stream : 

neme  vidmui 

^idjibi  iuifque  velit  nefcirtt  et  qu/erere  fmprt 
Cemmutart  locum,  qttaft  onus  depefcart poffit  %? 

I.  e. 
Sec  we  not  up  and  down  Men  daily  trot, 
For  fonfcthing  they  would  have,  but  know  not  what  ? 
Shifting  from  Place  to  Place,  if  here  or  there 
They  might  fct  down  the  Burden  of  their  Care. 

B  2  Every 


Horu.  Ep.  I. 
«r.  Ub.  bl  V. 


I.  lib.  i.  V.  96,  97- 
1070,  t^c. 


+  Hgrat.  lib.  u.  Sat,  7.  v.  81. 


A« 


w 
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Every  Day  a  new  Whimfy  ftarts,  and  our  Humours  move 
as  the  Times  do  : 

Tales  funs  bofmnum  menleSj  quali  Pater  ipfe 
Jupiter,  artlifero  lufiravit  lumine  terras*. 

i.e.,       41 

Such  are  the  Motions  of  th'  inconftant  Soul, 
As  arc  the  Days  and  Weather,  fair  or  fouL 

We  fluftuate  between  various  Opinions,  i*  we  will  nothing 
freely,  nothing  abfolutely,  nothing  conltantly.  In  any  one 
that -had  prefcribed  and  eftablilhed  determinate  Rules,  and 
certain  Laws  in  his  Head,  for  his  own  Conduit,  we  ihould 
fee  an  Equality  of  Behaviour,  a  fettled  Order,  and  a  never- 
failing  Connexion  of  Things,  one  with  another,  fliine  in 
every  Part  of  his  Life.  (Empedocles  obferved  this  Incon- 
fiftency  in  the  Agrigentines^  |l  that  they  abandoned  them- 
felves  to  Voluptuoufnefs,  as  if  every  Day  was  to  be  their 
laft,  and  built  as  if  they  were  never  to  die.)  The  Difcuf- 
fion  of  this  Point  would  be  very  eafy,  as  it  is  vifible  in  the 
younger  Cato  ;  he  that  has  touched  one  Key,  touches  all : 
*Tis  a  Harmony  of  very  according  Sounds,  wherein  there 
is  not  one  jarring  String  ;  but  with  us  'tis  quite  the  Re- 
verfe ;  every  particular  Action  muft  have  a  particular  Judg- 
ment, v^erein  the  fureft  Way  to  fteer,  in  my  OpinicHi,  would 
be  to  take  our  Meafures  from  the  neareft  allied  Circum- 
ftances,  without  engaging  in  a  longer  Difquifition,  and 
without  drawing  any  other  Confcquence  from  it, 
^  During  the  Civil  Diforders  of  our  poor  Kingdom,  I  was 
J  young  Wo-^  ^^^^>  ^^^  ^  Maid,  hard  by  the  Place  where  I 
man,  of  a  du-  thcn  was,  threw  herfelf  out  of  a  Window,  to 
hious  Charac-  a^oid  bcing  ravilhcd  by  a  conrnnon  Soldier  diat 
Tlfdn'^lfsL  ^^  quartered  in  the  Houfe.  She  was  not  kil- 
WMow.for  led  by  the  Fall,  and  therefore,  in  order  to  pur- 
fear  of  being  fuc  bcr  Defign,  file  attempted  to  cut  her  Throat, 
ratified.  [jyt  ^^s  hindeicd  in  it  \  neverthelefi  ihe  was  fo 
dangeroufly  wounded,  that  Ihe  confefled  the  Soldier  had 
not  as  yet  importuned  her,,  otherwife  than  by  Courtffup, 

SoUi- 

•  Cicer.  Fragni.  Pocmat.  lib.  x.  t  Senec.  Epid.  52.  H  Diog.  Lacit. 
cfh  the  Life  o^Empidbclesy  lib.  viii.  Sea:.  63.  JEUan  afcribes  this  ftf&gc  fid 
Piato,  Var.  Hift  lib.  xii.  c.  29. 
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.  Sollicitations,  and  Prefents,  but  fhe  was  afraid,  that  at  laft 

he  would  have  proceeded  to  Violence ;  and  this  (he  delivcr- 

•  ed  with  fuch  an  Accent  and  Afpedt,  as,  together  with  her 

'  EfFufion  of  Blood,  gave  fuch  a  Teftimony  of  her  Virtue, 
that  Ihe  appeared  perfedtly  like  another  Lucretia :  And  yet 

J  1  have  been  very  well  afTured,  that,  both  before  and  fince, 
ihfi  proved  not  fo  hatd-hearted.  Therefore,  as  the  Story 
lays,  though  you  are  ever  fo  handfome,  and  ever  fo  much' 
of  the  Gentleman,  becaufe  you  have  mifcarried  in  your 
Point,  don't  immediately  conclude  your  Miftrefs  to  be  in- 
violably chafte,  fince  you  are  not  fure  but  fhe  may  have  a 
fecret  Kindnefs  for  the  Man  that  looks  after  your  Mules. 

Jntigonusj  having  taken  a  Fancy  to  one  of  his  Soldiers 
for  his  gallant  Bravery,  ordered  his  Phyficians  j  ^j^  ^^ 
to  attend  him  for  an  inward  Ailment  that  had    iofi  oBbis  Va-^ 

%     long  tormented  him  ;  and  perceiving,  after  he    lour  on  bii  being 
was  cured,  that  he  went  much  more  coldly  to   ^^reJofaDiJ^^ 
work  than  before,  he  alked  him.  Who  or  what    ^^' 
had  fo  altered  and  daftardifed  him  ?  Tourfelf^  Sir^  faid  he,  in 
having  eafed  me  of  the  Pains  ^  wbi^b  made  me  fo  weary  of  my 
Ufe^  that  I  did  not  value  it  *. 

A  Soldier  of  LucuUus^  having  been  robbed  by  the  Ene- 
my, revenged  himfelf  on  them  by  a  gallant   ^  SeUier  of 
Exploit,  and,  when  he  had  made  himfelf  A-    LucuUus  /«. 
mends,  LucuUus^  having  conceived  a  good  O-  fpired  wjitb 
pinion  of  him,  would  fain  have  employed  him    ^^"'^T  ^  ^" 
m  fome  defperate  Enterprize,   and,  for  that   *^^^^ 
PAirpofe,  made  Ufe  of  all  the  moft  plaufible  Arguments  he- 
could  think  of, 

Veriis  qua  timido  quoque  poffent  adder e  mentemf. 

i.  e. 

Words  which  would  animate  the  rankeft  Coward. 

Pray,  faid  he,  employ  fome  miferable  plundered  Soldier,  in 
that  Undertaking : 

quantumvis  niJiicus^  ibity 

Jbit  ed  qub  w>  qui  zonam  perdidit^  inquit  J. 

B  3  i.  e. 

.  *  Fhaarch,  in  die  Life  ofPdofidoft  ch.  I,  f  Hot.  lib.  ii.  EpifL  2,  • 

Vt  36,      4.  Id.  ibid,  V,  40» 
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Take  a  Wretch,  /^//i  he^  that  has  nothing  to  lofc. 
He's  the  Man  that  will  go  wherever  you  chufe  : 
Not  I. 

And  abfolutely  rcfufcd  to  go.  When  we  read,  that  Mahomet 
having  feverely  reprimanded  Cbafan^  the  Commander  of  hiai 
JanizarieSy  for  Cowardife,  when  he  faw  the  Hungarians  break 
into  his  Troops  j  and  that  Chafan^  without  any  other  An? 
fwer,  rufticd  furioufly,  by  himfelf,  with  his  drawn  Scymc- 
tcr,  into  the  firft  Body  of  the  Enemy  that  advanced,  where 
he  was  immediately  cut  to  Pieces  i  This,  perhaps,  was  not 
fo  much  to  vindicate  himfelf  from  the  Reproach,  as  the 
EfFeft^  a  fecond  Thought  -,  nOr  fo  much  natural  Courage 
as  a  riraden  Sally  of  Anger.  He  that  you  faw  fo  adven- 
turous Yefterday,  don't  think  it  ftrange,  if  you  find  him, 
next  Day,  as  great  a  Poltroon  :  Anger,  Necdfity,  or  Com- 
pany, or  Wine,  or  the  Sound  pf  a  Trumpet  had  roufed  hia 
Spirits.  This  was  not  Courage  formwi  by  Reafon,  but 
eftablifhcd .  by  fomc.  or  other  pf  thofe  Circumftances  j  and 
thereifore  no  Wonder,  if,  by  other  contrary  Circumftances^^ 
it  become  quite  another  Thing.  The^  fupple  Variation^ 
and  Cohtradidions,  fo  manifeft*in  us,  have  induced  fome 
Perfpns  to  think,  that  v?e  have  two  Souls  ;  others  two  di- 
ftind  Powers,  that  always,  accompany  and  animate  us,  eacl^ 
after  its  own  Manner,  the  one  to  do  Good,  the  other  to  do 
Evil ;  it  being  hardly  poffible,  that  two  Qualities,  fo  cop-? 
trary  to  each  Other,  could  afibciate  in  oneSubjcft. 

The  Wind  of  every  Accident  not  only  puffs  mc  along 
The  Mind  of  ^^^^  ^V  which  Way  foeyer  it  Wows ;  but,  more- 
Man  is  incon-  over,  I  difturb  and  trouble*  myfelf  by  the  Un-; 
^ant  and  fcttlcdncfs  of  my  Pofture  ;  and  whoever  nicely 
ehangeabU.  confiders  it,  wiU  hardiy  find  himfelf  twice  in 
the  very  fame  State.  I  ^ve  oiy  Mind  fometimes  one  Hue* 
fometimes  another,  according  to  the  Side  I  lie  op.  If  I 
fpeak  varioufly  of  myfelf,  'tis  becaufe  I  cdnfider  myfelf  ini 
different  Lights,  as  having  all  Contrarieties  within  me,  in 
their  Turn  and  Meafiire  ;  Bafliful,  Iri'folent,  Chaftc,  Licen- 
tious, Talkative,  Taciturn,  Laborious,  Delicate,  Ingenious, 
Stupidjj  Moio^,'  Complaifant,  afcyar,  a  true  Speaker,^ 

*'**'.'...      Learniedji'- 
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Learned,  Ignorant,  Covetous,  Liberal,  and  ProdJgiar:  Al 
thefc  I  perceive  within  me,  more  or  lefs,  according  as  !• 
turn  myfelf ;  and  whoever  lludies  himfelf  attentively,  finds, 
this  Unfteadiftcfs  and  Difcordapce  in  himfelf,  even  by  his 
own  Judgment.     Ihavc  nothing  to  fay  of  myfelf  intirely, 
(imply,  and  folidly  ;  or,  in  one  Word,  without  Mixture  and* 
Confufion.     Dijiingut  is  the  moft  univerfal  Member  of  my 
Logic. 

Tho*  I  always  intend  to  Ipeak  well  of  that  which  is  Good, 
5lnd  rather  to  put  the  belt  Conftruftion  upon  a  pooi  Aaion 
fuch  Things  as  may  fall  out ;  yet  fuch  is  the  '  /« be  judged  if 
Strangcnefs  of  our  Cfondition^  that  we  are  often  fytbeLnemim 
prompted,  even  by  Vicie  itfelf,  to  do  well,  if  **^*'  ' 

Well-doing  were .  not  judged  by  the  Intention  duly.  A 
Man  therefore  ought  not  to  be  deemed  valiant  frbm  one 
gallant  Aftion  fingly,  for  the  truly  brave  Man  would  be  fo* 
always,  and  upon  all  Occafions.  If  it  were  a  Habit  of 
Valour,  and  not  a  Flafti  dfSalley,  it  would  render  a  Man 
Equally  refolute  in  every  Accident ;  the  fame  alone,  and  in' 
Company ;  the  fame  ill  the  Lifts  as  in  the  Field  of  Battle  :' 
For,  let  them  fay  what  they  will,  the  Valour  in  the  Tilt- 
yard  and  in  the  Field,  is  one  and  the  fame.  The  Man  of 
true  Valour  would  bear  a  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  in  his  Bed,  with? 
the  fame  Courage  as  a  Wound  in  Battle,  and  no  more  fear 
Death  in  his  own  Houfe  than  in  an  Attack,  or  Storming  of 
a  Ciftie.  The  Man  who  enters  the  Breach  with  a  gallant 
Refolution,  would  not  vex  himfelf,  at  another  Time,  like 
a  Woman,  for  the  Lofs  of  a  Law-fuit,  or  the  Death  of  a 
Child.  When  a  Man  bears  Poverty  with  Courage,  tho*  he 
is  infamous  for  Cowardife  -,  when  he-ftands  intrepid  againlt 
the  Sword  of  the  Enemy,  while  he  trembles  at  the  Sight 
of  a  Barber's  Razor ;  the  Adlion  is  commendable,  not  the 
Mj^n.     *  There  are  many  Gr^rf/j»j,  fays  OV^r^,  that  can- 

*  not  face  an  Enemy,  who  bear  Sicknefs  with   Fprti- 

*  tude*:    The  CimMans  and  'Celtiberians  are  noted  for 

*  quite  the  contrary.  Nihil  enimfoteft  eft  aqmbile  quod  non 
^  a  cert  a  ratione,  frofidfcatur  %  i.  ^.Nothing  can  be  uni- 
^  form  which  does  not  proceed  from  folid  Kcafon/  '      •^• 

B  4  There 

•  Tufc*  Quarfl.  lib.  ii,  €•  *f  • 
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There  is  no  Valour  more  extraordinary,  in  its  kind,  than- 
V.      ,  thzt  of  Alexander 'j  but  'tis  only  in  its  kind» 

AlcxandCT  ^^^  perfeft  enough  in  every  Particular,  nor  u- 
sbo*  extraordi'  niverfal.  As  incomparable  as  it  is,  it  has,  ne- 
naryinitskind,  verthelefs,  fome  Blemiflies.  Therefore  it  was. 
^fiTfLi^/^'  that  he  was  fo  often  in  a  defperate  Rage,  up- 
^  *^  *  on  the  flighteft  Sufpicions  or  Confpiracies  by! 
his  own  Soldiers,  againfl:  his  Life  *,  and  that  he  behaved,  in 
the  Deteftion  of  them,  with  fo  much  Vehemence  and  indif- 
crect  Injuiftice,  and  with  a  Timidity  that  fubverted  his  na-. 
tural  Reafbn.  The  Supcrftition  alfo,  with  which  he  was  fo 
much  tainted,  favours^a  little  of  Pufillanimity  ;  and  his  ex- 
ceffive  Penitency,  for  the  Murder  of  OytuSy  is  likewife  a. 
Teftimogy  that  his  Courage  was  not  always  the  fame.  AH 
we  perform  is  no  other  than  Patch- work,  and  w^  aim  at 
acquiring  Honour  by  falfe  Tokens. 

Virtue  does  not  require  to  be  coyrted  but  for  it$^  own 
Virtue  only  to  f^ke,  and,  if  it  fonictimes  lends  its  Malk  for 
lu  courted  for  another  Occafion,  it  prefcntly  plucks  it  again. 
its  own  fake.  fj.Q,^  (^^  Borrowcf's  Face.  'Tis  a  (bong  and. 
lively  Dye,  with  which  when  the  Soul  is  once  tinctured,  it 
never  goes  off  but  with  the  piece.  Therefore,  in  order  to 
make  a  Judgment  of  a^Man,  we  muft  trace  his  Life  criti- 
cally for  a  long  While  paft.  If  Conftancy  has  not  therein 
kept  its  Ground  on  its  oroi;  ^afis.  Cut  vivendi  via  conjide- 
rata  atque  provifa  eft  *,  fo  that  he  be  refolutely  determined 
to  a  certain  Courfe  of  Life ;  if  the  Variety  of  Ogcurrencesi 
makes  him  alter  his  Pace,  ( hisi  Path  I  mean,  for  the  Pace 
may  be  either  fafter  or  flower)  let  him  go  ;  fuch  a  one,  ac-. 
cording  to  the  Mptto  of  ou;-  Talkot^  is  driveii  with  tb^ 
Wind. 

'Tis  no  Wonder,  fays  one  of  the  Ancients  t,  th^t  Chapcc. 
has  fo  great  a  Power  over  us,  fince  it  ^s  by  Chance  that  we 
live.  *Ti?  pot  poflible  for  any  one,  whq  ha^  nqt  direfted 
his  Life,  in  the  general,  to  fome  certain  Aim,  regularly  tot 
^ifpofc  of  its  particular  Adlions.  *Tis  impofllble  for  any. 
on^  to  fit  the  Parts  together,  who  has  not  the  Form  of  th^ 
Whole  already  in  \\\%  Jtfead.    To  what  Purpofe  does  thci 

Man 

•  Cicero  Paradoxon  v,  c.  i,  f  Scnec.  Epift.  71,  fy>m  whence  tl\it 

whole  Paragraph  is  takeA,  V  ^' 
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Man  provide  Colours,  who  knows  not  what  he  is  to  paint  ? 
No  one  lays  down  a  certain  Plan  for  his  Life,  and  we  de- 
liberate only  by  a  little  and  a  little  at  a  time.  The  Archer 
ought,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  know  at  what  he  is  to  take 
Aim,  and  then  to  accommodate  his  Hand,  Bow-ftring,  his 
Arrow,  and  the  Motions  to  it.  Our  Counfels  err,  becaufe 
they  have  no  End  nor  Direftion.  No  Wind  ferves  him  who* 
'm  bound  to  no  certain  Port. 

I  cannot  acquiefce  in  the  Judgment  pafled  in  favour  of 
Sophocles^  by  the  Perfon,  who,  becaufe  he  had    whttber  tU 
feen  one  of  his  Tragedies,  argued  from  thence,    Jud^gmt  im 
that  he  was  capable  of  the  Management  of  do-  fi^^w^  ^/J^ 
fntttic  Affairs,  againft  the  Accufation  of  his    fertaiTms'  " 
Son.     Neither  do  I  think  the  Conjecture  of  the   iians,  «u«w  ^weS 
Parians  ♦,  who  were  fent  to  regula  e  the  Mile-  fif^ded. 
JianSj  could  warrant  the  Confeauence  which  tl^ey  inferred 
from  it.     Upon  their  Vifit  to  tne  Ifland  they  took  Notice 
of  .the  Lwds  that  were  beft  cultivated,  and  the  Country^ 
Farms  that  were  beft  managed  :    And  having  regiftered  the 
Names  of  their  Occupiers,  as  foon  as  they  had  aflembled  the 
Citizen?  together,  they  nominated  thefe  Farmers  for  their 
Governors  and  Magiftrates,  imagining,  that  they  who  were 
Ip  careful  in  the  Management  of  their  private  Affairs,  would 
be  fo  of  the  Public  i*.     We  are  all  fuch  a  rude  Medley  of 
Compounds,  and  thofe  of  fo  various  a  Contexture,  that 
every  Piece  plays  every  Moment  its  own  Game  ;  and  we  arc 
is  different  from  our  own  felves  as  we  are  from  another :  J 
Magnam  rem  puta,  unum  bomnem  agere^  i.  e.  *Tis  no  little 
Matter  to  aO:  the  Part  of  ohe  Man  only  well.     Since  Am- 
bition can  teach  Men  Valour,  Temperance,  and  Liberality/ 
nay,  and  Juftice  top :  Since  Avarice  can  infpire  the  Cou- 
rage of  a  'Prentice- boy,  the  Fondling  of  his  Mother,  with 
the  AlTurance  to  cxpofe  himfelf,  fo  far  from  Home,  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Waves,  and  the  Wrath  of  Neptune^  in  a  frail 
Boat,  and  thgt  it  alfo  teaches  Difcretion  and  Prudence  ;  and 
(ince  Venus  even  infpires  Boys,  under  the  Difcipline  of  the 
Rod,  with  Refolution  and  Audacioufnefs,  and  makes  Vira- 

fQCS  of  Virgins  while  in  their  Mother's  Laps, 
Hac 

*♦  Pi(c,4i5Sctteftate,'c,7.      ^  H^dot.  lib.  v.  p,  339,      J  Scncc^E^j;.  iiOr> 
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ffac  duce  cuflodes  furtim  tranfgrejfa  jacentes^ 

Adjuvenem  tenebris  fola  puella  venit  *  : 

With  Fenu^  Aid,  while  Sleep  the  Guard  difariM, 
She  ftolc  by  Night  to  her  young  Lover*s  Arms. 

•Us  ndt  in  the  Sphere  of  the  matureft  Underftanding  to 
Judge  of  us  fimply  by  our  external  Aftions,;  it  muft  fathom 
the  very  Soul,  and  find  out  the  Springs  that  give  it  Motion  ; 
but,  asdxis  is  a  dangerous  and  fublime  Undertaking,  I  wifh 
that  fever  Perfons  would  attempt  it. 

CHAP.    IL 
Of  DRUNKENNESS. 

THroughout  the  whole  World  there  is  nothing  ■  btif 
Variety  and  Pifparity  :  Vicei  are  all  alike,  as  they 
then  are  fame  ^^^  Viccs,  and  the  Stoics^  perhaps,  are  of  the 
ftctrs more enor-  fatne  Opinion;  but  though  they  are  equally 
mus  tbtm  Or  Vices,  yet  they  are  not  equal  Vices  ;  and  that 
^^''  he  who  has  gone  a  hundred  Yards  beyond  the 

Limfts, 

^os  uUra  citraque  neguit  conjijlere  return  f , 

is  not  in  a  worfe  State,  or  n>ore  out  of  the  Way,  than  he 
who  has  gone  but  ten  Yards  from  ^e.faid  Limits,  is  a 
Thing  not  to  be  believed,  nor  that;  Sacrilege  is  not  a 
vorfe  Crime  than  Healing  a  Cabbage  oyt  of  a  Gard^A,. 

ffec  vincet  ratio  tantundem  ut  feccety  idem^ue^ 
Ut  tineros  caules  alieni  fregerit  borti^ 
Et  qui  noSfurnus  DfV^m  facra  legerit  ft 

i.  e. 

Nor  can  right  Reafon  prove  the  Crime  the  fame 
.  To  rob  a  Garden,  or,  by  Fear  unaw*d, 
^o  fteal  by  Night  th^  iacred  Things  of*  Godt 

Inr 

♦  Tibul.  lib.  11,  Eleg.  i.  v.  75,  76,        |  |Iorat,  lib,  i,  8at.^i^Tt,lpjf 
fHorau  K|).  i.  gat.  3,  Y»  1x4,  i^f,  "  '  .   ..> 
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In  this  there  is  as  wide  a  Difference  as  in  any  other  Thing, 
To  confound  the  Degree  and  Meafure  of  Sins    <f^  Confmmd* 
is  dangerous  ;  Murderers,  Traitors,  and  Ty-  .  ing  of  Sins  is 
J'ants  are  too  great  Gainers  by  it.     'Tis'not   ^  da^gmm 
right,  that  they  Ihould  quiet  their  Confciences,    ^^'*'<^' 
becaufe  fuch  a  Perfon  is  idle,  another  laicivioHs,  or  not  (b 
afliduous  in  his  Devotions  :  Every  one  aggravates  the  Guilt 
of  his  Companion,  and  extenuat^^  his  own.     Our  Inftruc<» 
tors  themfelves,  in  my  Opinion,  of  ten .  confound  the  De- 
grees of  it.     As  Socrates  faid,  that  the  principal  Office  of 
Wifdom  wa3  to  diftinguifh  Good  froni  Evil.;  foWe,of 
whom  the  Beft  of  Us  are  always  vicious,  ought  to  fay  the 
fame  of  the  Knowledge  of  diftinguifiiing  Vices,  without 
which,  and  that  very  perfect  too,  the  Virtuous  and  the 
Wicked  remain  confounded  and  unknown. 

Now,  among  the  reft,  Prunkcnnefs  feems  to  me  a  ftu* 
pid,  brutal  Vice.  The  Underftanding  has  a  Drunknme/s  m 
greater  Share  in  other  Vices,  and  there  are  fome  ^id^  bft^jk 
which,  if  a  Man  may  fay  it,  have  fomethirtg  ^'^* 
generous  in  them.  There  are  fome  in  which  there  is  a  Mix- 
ture of  Knowledge,  Diligence,  Valour,  Prudence,  Dexteri- 
ty, and  Cunning  \  whereas  this  is  altogether  cprpot^eal  and 
terreftrial  :  And  the  moft  ftupid  of  all  *  Nations  exifting 
^t  this  Day  is  the  only  one  that  keeps  it  in  Countenance. 
Other  Vices,  indeed,  difturb  the  Underftanding,  but  ;hi$ 
(otally  overthrows  it,  and  locks  up  all  the  Senfes  ; 

Cum  vini  vis  penetravUy 

Cdnfeq^uitur  gravidas  mmbrorumy  prapediuntwr 
Crura  vacillantij  tardefcit  lingua^  madet  mens^    ■ 
'  Ndnf  oculij  clamor y  fingultus^  j^Tgia  glifcunt  f , 

/,  e, 

When  Fume$  of  Wine  do  once  the  Brain  poffefs,^ 
The  Body  fuffers  an  Unweildinefs 
Throughout ;  the  Legs,  fo  nimble  at  the  Race, 
Now  cannot  with  the  reeling  Trunk  keep  Pace  ; 
The  Tongue  trips.  Mind  droops.  Eyes  ftand  full  of  Water, 
Noife,  tjiccoughs,  Brawls,  aqd  Quarrels  follow  after. 

;  The. 

♦  Tlie'particular  Nation,  here  pointed  at  by  iMW^>»f,--|xughtcafily  tpfr^ 
^ck  the  Ball.  V  .     •         •      ^  ^  .  .   •    - 

•J"  liucret.  lib.  iii.  v.  475,  i^u 
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The  worft  Eftate  of  Man  is  that  in  which  he  iofes  the  Know- 
ledge and  Government  of  himfelf :  And  'tis  faid,  amongft 
other  Thin^  imon  this  Subjed,  that  as  Muft  or  Wort,  fer- 
mentii;^  in  a  Vefiel,  drives  up  every  Thing  that  is  at  the 
Bottom  to  the  Top,  fo  Wine  makes  thofe  who  drink  it  in- 
icmperately  blab  out  the  greatelt  Secrets  to  another : 

tu  fapientium 
ConfiUum  retegis  Lyao  ^. 

TTie  fecret  Cares  and  Counfels  of  the  Wife 
Arc  known^  when  you  to  Bacchus  facrifice* 

Jofepbus  tells  us,  that  he  wormed  out. a  Secret  from  aiv 
Ambaflador  whom  his  Enemies  had  fent  to  him,  by  makings 
bim  drunk.  Neverthelefs,  Auguftus  having  imparted  his 
moil:  fecret  Affairs  in  Confidence  to  Lucius  Pifq^  who  con-, 
quercd  Tlbraccy  was  never  miftaken  in  him  f,  no  more  than 
Tiberius  was  in  CofuSj  to  whom  he  intrufted  all  his  Defigns^ 
ttuo*  we  know  they  were  fo  much  given  to  Wine,  that  both 
were  often  forced  to  be  carried  drunk  out  of  the  Senate  \\. 

Hefierno  infiatum  venas  de  more  Lyao  -ff. 

/.  e. 

Their  Veins,  according  to  Cuftom^  being  filled  by  Yefter* 
*    •      day^s  Debauch. 

AndtheDefign  to  affaffinate  C^efar  was  as  fafely  communi-* 
cared  to  Cimber^  though  he  was  often  drunk,  as  it  was  to 
CaJJiuSy  who  drank  nothing  but  Water :  And,  upon  thjs, 
Cimber  once  faid,  merrily,  Shall  /,  who  cannot  bear  fVine^ 
hear  with  a  Tyrant  *  *  .^        -  ^ 

Gtrm2Si  Soldiers,       We  fee  our  Germans^  when  drunk  as  tjie 
tbot^hfach  hard  pevii^  remember  their  Poft,  the  Word  for 

ijrinkers,  not  m-       i      t^  j     i     •     t^       i 

Jily  conimered.     '.  ^^e  Day,  and  their  Rank. 

Nee 

•  Horat.  lib.  III.  Od.  21.  v.  14,  fffr.        f  Sencc  Ep.  83.        \  M.  ibid. 
tt  Virg.  Eclog.  6.  V.  1 9. . 

.  •*  Sen.  Ep.  83.  The  Words  in  Seneca  arc,  Ego  quemquam^/i/»  qtd  'vinum 
ferre  mm  pojftmf  ^VLt  he  has  fpoiled.  Cimher^s  Jeft  for  not  having  had  tjje 
Qour^  to  pve  C^far  the  Name  of  Tyrant,  as  Montafgne  docs,  , 
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*  Nee  facilis  viSIcria  de  madidis  et 
BUftSy  atque  mcro  titubantibus-^i 

i.  €. 

Nor  is  a  Viftory  eafily  obtainM 

0*er  Men  fo  drunk,  they,  fcarce  can  Tpeak  or  ftand. 

I  could  never  have  believed  there  had  been  in  the  World 
fuch  profound  Drunkennefs,  even  to  a  Degree   j^^ces  and 
of  Suffocation  and  Death,  if  I  had  not  read    Indweniendes 
what  follows  in  Hiftofy,  viz.  That,  Attains   ^fprofcufj 
having,  to  put  a  flagrant  Affront  upon  him,    -^''^^^^^c/^ 
invited  to  Supper  that  Paufanias^  who  took  the  fame  Occa- 
fion  afte'rwards  to  kill  Philip  of  Macedon^  (a  King  whofe 
excellent  Qualities  bore  Teftimony  to  the  Education  whkh 
nc  had  received  in  the  Hou/e  and  Company  oi Epaminondas). 
he  made  him  drink  to  fuch  a  Pitch,  that  he  was  fo  void 
of  Senfe  as  to  abandon  his  fine  Perfon,  like  the  Body  of  a- 
common  Hedge-whore,  to  the  Mule-keepers  and  Servants 
of  the  njcanefl  Office  in  the  Houfe.     And  I  have  been  far- 
ther told  by  a  Lady,  whom  I  highly  honour  and  eftecm^ 
that,  near  Bourdeaux^  towards  Cafires^  where  fhe  lives^  a 
Country-woman,  a  Widow  of  chafle  Repute,  perceiving 
in  herfelf  the  firft  Symptoms  of  Pregnancy,  faid  to  her 
Neighbours,  that,  if  (he  had  a  Hufband,  fhe  fhould  think 
herfelf  with  Child  :  But  the  Caufe  of  this  Sufpicion  increa- 
fing  more  and  more  every  Day,  fo  that  at  length  there  was. 
a  manifefl  Proof  of  it,  the  poor  Woman  was  fain  to  have  it 
publifhed  in  her  Parifh  Church,  that  whoever  was  confcious 
he  had  done  the  Deed,  and  would  freely  confefs  it,  (he 
promifed  to  forgive  him,  and  not  only  fo,  but,  if  he  liked 
the  Motion,  to  marry  him.     Upon  this  a  young  FcUow 
that  ufed  to  do  Hufbandry-work  for  her  in  tnc  Fields  en-^ 
^ouraged  by  this  Publication,  declared  he  found  her,. upon 
a. certain  Holiday^  when  (he  had  been  too  free  With  her  Bot- 
tle, fo  fall  afleep  on  the  Hearth,  by  her  Fire-fide,  and  in  fo 
indecent  a  Pofture/  that  he  made  Ufe  of  her  Body  without 
waking  her  ;  and  they  live  together  Man  and  Wife. 

*Tis 

*  Montaigne^  in.  order  to  illuftrate  this  remarkable  Fa£l,  has  made  Ufe  ^^ 
Aefe  ^nes,  which,  howe\'cr,  have  adificrcaxMc3i3W»^\xv'Jw«nftU 
t  )mv.  Sat  XV.  V.  ^j,  ^8,     ' 

% 


'|4  MoNTAicSNE*^  Epysy  feook  Hi 

Dnrnkemiefsmt  *^^^  certain,  that  the  ancient  Writers  havct 
wuicb  declaimed  HOt  declaimed  very  much  againft  this  Vice ; 
againji  by  the  nay,  the  Writings  of  many  Philofophers  fpeak 
Jnaents.  q£  j^  yg,.y  ^^njerly ;  and  even  among  the  Stoics 

there  are  fome  of  the  Seft  who  advife  People  fometimes  to 
give  themfelves  the  Liberty  of  a  hearty  Caroufe  to  chear  up 
uie  Soul : 

Hoc  quoque  virtutum  quondam  certamine  magnum 
Socratem  palmam  promeruijfe  ferunt  ♦  • 

.  And  Socrates^  thev  fay,  in  Days  of  Yore, 
From  toping  Blades  the  Palm  of  Drinking  bore. 

That  Cenfor  and  Correftor  of  others,  CatOj  lies  unde-jf 
the  Reproach  of  having  been  alfo  a  hard  Drinker. 

Narratur  et  frifci  Catonis 
&ape  mero  calutjfe  virtus.  f». 

And  *tis  faid  of  old  Cato^  whofe  Virtue  did  (hine. 
That  he  often  did  warm  it  with  generous  Wine, 

Cyrus^  that  King  of  fuch  Renown,  amongfl:  other  com*, 
mendable  Qualities  for  which  he  claimed  a  Preference  be- 
fore hi§  Brother  ArtaxerxeSj  urged  this  Excellency,  that  he 
could  drink  a  great  deal  more  than  his  Brother  ||.  And  ia 
Nations  the  beft  regulated,  and  the  moft  civilifcd,  this 
Trial  of  Skill  in  Drinking  was  very  much  in  Ufe.  I  have 
heard'  Sylvius^  an  eminent  Phyfician  of  Paris^  fay,  that,  left 
the  digeftive  Faculties  of  the  Stomach  fhould  grow  weak^ 
*tis  good,  once  a  Month,  to  invigorate  them  by  this  Ex- 
cels,!'and  to  ftimulatc  them,,  that  they  may  not  be  be- 
numbed: .And.  they  write,  that  the  Perjians  ufed  to  con- 
fult  about  their  moft  important  Affairs  after  being  well 
warrii^d  with.  Wine. 

.  My  Tafte  and  Conftitution  are  greater  Enemies  to  this 
Drvnkgttnf/s  a  Vice  than  my  Reafon  ;  for,  befides  that  I  ea- 
rice  not  Jo  Bad  fily  fubmit  my  Belief  to  the  Opinions  of  the 
Mifime  others.    Ancicnts,  I  think  it,  indeed,  an  unmanly  and 

a  ftupid 

♦  Coro.  GaU.  Elcg.  !•  v.  47.        t  Horat.  lib.  iii.  Oi  il.  v,  1 1,  ia«    . 
f  y/jM'arrJ^,  in  mUfc  of  Jrtaxerx(s$  c  2. 
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a  ftupid  Vice,  but  not  fb  wicked  and  mirchierous  as  tto. 
other  Vices,  which  do  almoft  direftly  tend  to  the  Bane  of 
public  Society.  And,  though  we  cannot  pleafe  ourfclvcn 
with  the  Thought  that  it  is  of  no  Expence  to  us,  yet  I  bcr 
lieve  that  this  Vice  fits,  lighter  upon  the  Confciencc  than 
others  ;  befides  that,  it  is  of  no  difficult  Preparation,  nor 
hard  to  be  found,  a  Confideration  not  to  be  defpifed. 

A  M^n  who  was  advanced  both  in  Dignity  and  Age^ 
among  three  principal  Advantages  which  he,  /)^v^  y, 
faid  remained  to  him  in  Life,  reckoned  this    a^ine  to  he  m- 
for  one  ;  and  where  would  a  Man  wifh  to  find   "^oide^^  snd 
it  more  juftly  than  amongft  the  natural  Ad-    ^^' 
vantages  ?  But  he  did  not  take  it  in  a  right  Lights  £br 
Delicacy  and  a  Curiofity  in  the  Choice  of  Wines  is  to  be 
avoided.     If  nothing  will  pleafe  you  but  Drinking  of  the 
richeft  Wine,  you  oblige  yourfelf  to  the  Mortification  of 
drinking  that  which  is  not  fo  ;  your  Tafte  mufi:  be  nk>r€ 
indifferent  and  free,  fo  nice  a  Palate  will  never  qualify  yo« 
for  a  good  Toper.    The  Germans  drink  almoft  of  all  Wines   ■* 
alike  with  Pleafure  :  Their  End  is  not  ib  much  to  tafte  » 
to  fwallow ;  and,  indeed,  they  have  their  Pleafure  cheaper 
than  others,  fince  they  have  their  Wine  in  much  more  Pleo^ 
ty,  and  nearer  at  Hand. 

In  the  next  Place,  to  drink  as  the  French  do,  at  two 
Meals  only,  and  then  with  Moderation,  is  to    ^^^  jnemtg 
be  too  fparing  of  the  Favours  of  the  God  of  /pent  wbok 
Wine  ;  there  is  more  Time  and  Conftancy  re-    Nights  $m 
quired  than  that  comes  to.  The  Ancients  fpent    ^f"^^^*  . 
whole  Nights  at  this  Exercife,  and  often  all  the.  ^reJ^ef  ^ 
next  Day  ;  and  therefore  their  fet  Meals  were,    tetter  for  it* 
to  be  fure,  more  plentiful,  and  more*  fubftan-    'W  ^°^*  '**? 
tial.     I  have  feen  a  great  Lord,  in  my  Time,    '"^'^^MP^^ 
a  Perfonage  in  great  Employments,  and  very  fuccefsful, 
who,  without  fetting  himfelf  to  it,  but  only  in  the  comn[K)n 
Courfe  of  his  Meals,  drank  not  much  lefs  than  five  Bottles 
of  Wine  at  a  Time,  and,  at  his  going  away,  appeared  but 
too  fober  and  wary,  to  our  Coft.     The  Pleafure  which  we 
chufe  to  prefer,  for  our  Life,  ought  to  take  up  more  of  its 
Time :  We  (hould,  like  Shop-boys  and  Working-men,  re- 
fufe  no  Opportunity  of  Dnnking,  but  always  wilh  Cot  \5t. 

3  "^^ 
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It  looks  as  if>  the  longer  we  live,  the  lefs  We  drink  ;  and  that 
the  Breakfafts,  Repafts,  Caroufals,  and  Collations  I  ufed  to 
'fee  at  our  Houfes,  when  I  was  a  Boy,  were  more  frequent 
tod  common  then  than  now.  Are  we  a  Jot  the  farther  ad- 
vanced towards  an  Amendment  ?  Truly  no.  But,  perhaps, 
wfe  are  more  addicted  to  the  Sports  of  Fenus  than  our  An- 
ceftors  were  :  They  arc  two  Exercifes  that  thwart  and  hin- 
4der  one  another  in  their  Vigour ;  as  Intemperance  has  ta- 
ken off  the  Edge  of  our  Appetite  on  the  one  Hand,  Sobriety 
ierves,  on  the  other,  to  render  us  more  fpruce  and  more 
keen  for  the  Exercife  of  Love. 

What  ftrange  Stories  have  I  heard  my  Father  tell  of  the 
Tie  befcriih-  Chaftity  of  the  Age  wherein  he  lived  !  He  was 
iim  and  Cba-  Well  qualified  to  fpeak  of  the  Subjef):,  being 
raaerofMoii'  formed,  both  by  Art  and  Nature,  for  an  Ac- 
teignc'/  Fa-      quaintance  with  the  Ladies.  [  He  fpoke  little, 

but  well,  ever  mixing  his  Language  with  fome 
Ornament  borrowed  from  Authors  moft  in  Ufe,  efpecially 
•the  Spaniflj^  and,  amongft  the  Spanijhy  from  the  Book  inti- 
tled  *  Marcus  AureliuSj  which  was  familiar  to  him.  In  his 
Behaviour  he  was  humble  and  very  modeft,  with  an  en- 
gaging Gravity,  and  was  particularly  nice  as  to  Neatnefs 
and  Decency,  both  in  his  Perfon  and  Cloaths,  whether  on 
*Foot  or  on  Horfeback.  He  was  wonderfully  pundual  in 
keeping  his  Word,  and  both  his  Confcience  and  Religion, 
in  general,  inclined  rather  to  Superftition  than  to  the  other 
Extreme.  For  a  little  Man,  he  was  vigorous,  ftraight, 
and  well-proportioned  •,  had  a  pleafing  Countenance,  in- 
clining to  a  brown  Complexion,  and  was  adroit  and  per- 
fect in  all  the  noble  Exercifes.  I  have  even  feen  Canes 
filled  with  Lead,  with  which,  *tis  faid,  he  exercifed  his 
Arms,    m  order  to  fit   himfelf  for  throwing  the   Bar, 

*  Mery  Cafauhon^  who  mentions  thi?  Book,  in  a  (hort  Advertifcment  pre- 
ifxed  to  his  EtigUjh  Tranflation  of  the  genuine  Work  of  the  Empeior  Marcus 
Awiliusy  tells  us  this  Book  was  writ  orifiinally  in  Spanijhy  and  trandated  into 
Italian^  FriHch^  Enplijhy  &c.     *  The  Author,  he  adds^  would  fain  have  his 

*  Work  pafs  for  a  faidiful  Tranflation  of  the  Treatife  of  Marcus  Jurelius^  but 

*  there  is  nothing,  in  the  whole  Book,  which  ihews  that  the  learned  Bpamard^ 
■*  who  compofed  it,  had  feen  the  Treatife  of  this  wife  Emperor/  This  Spa- 
niard is  Guevara,  who  does  not  deferve  the  Title  oS  Learned,  which  is  here 

^ven  him  by  Mery  Cafaubm,    The  Reader  may  iee  the  Chara£ler  of  his  Wft 
9nd  Works,  in  B^^^  PiAionaryi  under  the  Title  of  Guevara. 
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or  Stones,  or  for  Fencing,  and  Shoes  wic|i  leaden  Soles 
to  make  him  the  lighter  afterwards  for  running  and  leaping/ 
Of  his  Vaulting  he  has  left  fome  Memorandums,  which  are 
fomewhat  miraculous.  I  faw  him,  when  he  was  pad  fixty 
Years  of  Age,  make  a  mere  Jeft  of  our  Adlivity,  throw 
himfelf,  in  his  Fur  Gown,  into  the  Saddle,  turn  himfelf 
round  a  Table  upon  his  Thumb,  and  he  fcarce  ever  went 
up  into  his  Chamber  without  meafuring  three  or  four  Stairs 
by  one  Step,  As  to  what  I  was  faying  juft  now,  he  dc* 
clared  there  was  fcarce  one  Woman  of  Quality  of  ill  Fame 
in  a  whole  Province.  He  told  of  ftrange  Privacies,  fome 
of  them  his  own,  with  virtuous  Women,  without  any  man- 
ner of  Sufpicion.  And,  for  his  own  Part,  he  folemnly 
fwore  he  came  as  pure  as  a  Virgin  to  his  Marriage-bed,  and 
yet  it  was  after  having  long  ferved  in  the  Wars  beyond  the 
jMlountains,  of  which  he  has  left  a  Journal,  of  his  own 
Hand-writing,  wherein  he  has  given  a  regular  and  very 
circumflantial  Account  of  all  Paflages  both  relating  to  the 
Public  and  to  himfelf :  And  he  was  married  in  the  Year 
1528,  at  the  mature  Age  of  Thirty-three,  as  he  was  on  the 
Road  coming  home  from  Jialy, 

Wc  will  now  return  to  our  Bottle.  The  Infirmities  of 
old  Age,  which  have  Need  of  fome  Support  DriMniisth 
and  Refrefhment,  might  well  create  in  mc  a  Lfi  PUaJmt 
Pefirc  of  the  Power  to  take  my  Bottle ;  for  it  <«^^^  Mm  is, 
js,  ill  a  manner,  the  laft  Pleafure  which  a  long  ^f9f^  tf  ^ 
Courfe  of  Years  fteals  from  us.  The  natural  •^^^'* 
Heat  (as  the  good  Fellows  fay)  firft  takes  Place  in  the  Feet, 
and  that  is  in  the  State  of  Infancy  ;  from  thence  it  afcends 
to  the  middle  Region,  where  it  fettles  a  long  Time,  and 
produces  what  I  think  to  be  the  only  true  Pleafure  which 
the  Body  is  capable  of  feeling,  and  in  Comparifoa  of  which 
^11  other  Pleafures  are  fleepy :  At  length,  like  a  Vapour 
which  exhales  itfelf  as  it  afcends,  it  rifes  to  the  Throaty 
which  is  its  laft  Stage*  Neverthelefs,  I  cannot  underftand 
where  is  the  Pleafure  of  Drinking  beyond  quenching  Thirft, 
end  how  a  Man  can  forge,  in  his  Imagination,  an  Appetite 
that  is  artificial  and  againft  Nature*  My  Stomach  would 
not  bear  fo  much,  it  having  enough  to  do  to  digeft  what  it 
takes  in  out  of  mere  Ncceffity.    My  Conftitution  will  tw«. 
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idmit  of  Drinking  but  after  Eating,  and  for  this  Reafbti^ 
rtiy  laft  Draught  is  always  the  largeit :  And  becaufe  in  old 
Age  our  Palates  arc  furred  with  Phlegm,  or  vitiated  by 
(bme  other  Badnefs  of  Conftitution,  Wine  feems  better  ta 
las,'  as  our  Pores  are  thereby  laid  open  and  cleaiifed ;  ^t 
leaft  I  very  feldom  relilh  the  firft  Glals  welL  Anacbarjis  % 
^as-  amazed  that  the  Graks  fliould  drirak  larger  GlafTes  at 
<fee  End  of  a  Meal-  than  at  the  Beginning ;  but  I  fuppofe 
<hey  did  it  for  the  fame  Reafon  as  the  Girmans  do  it,  who 
ther>  begin  tlieir  Drinking-bout. 

Pla^»  *  will  not  allow  that  Children  fhoukJ  drink  Wine 
Th  UJe  of  '^fo^G  ^he  Age  of  Eighteen^  and  that  any  Ma» 
Wine  demsdto  AiouW  be  drunk  with  it  before  Forty  t  but  after 
Children,  ami  Forty  hc  gives  them  Leave  to^  inaulge  them* 
fmnitted  t9  felyes*  vBk  ity  and  to  take  a  pretty  large  Doie,  ac 
Mengrt^.  tHeir  Feafts,  of  the  E(&nce  oi  Dio^ius\\,  that 
good  Deity  who  reftores  Gaiety  to  the  Countenatu:e,  aAd 
Youth  to  old  Men  i  who  fooths  and  Ibftens  the  Paifions  of 
the  Soul,  as  Iron  is-  foftened  by  the  Fire  v  and  who,  in  hii 
Liws,  allows  fuch  Drinking.- matches  to  be  ufefttl,  (provided 
ihcre  be  a  Chairman  or  Prefident  to  reftrain  and  regulate 
them)  Drunkennefs  being  a  clear  and  ccrt^n  Trial  of  cveiy 
Perfem*!^  Temper,  and  withal  fit  toinfpire  thofe  in  Years  with 
.Mettle  to  divert  themfelves  in  Dancing  and  Mufic,  Thingg 
ftf  gr^at  Ufe,  and  which  they  have  not  the  Spirit  to  attempt 
T^hen  fober*  Plato  fays  further,  that  Wine  is  capable  of 
giving  Temperance  to  the  Soul,  and  Health  to  the  Body. 

Neverthclefs,  thefe  Refledtions,  partly  borrowed  from  the 
Htfiriaiom  re-  Carthaginians^  pleafe  him,  viz.  That  it  be  fpa- 
quired  in  the  fingly  §  ufed  in  Expeditions  of  War,  That 
Vfe  of  Wine,  every  Magiftrate  and  every  Judge  -}-  abftain 
ftom  it  when  he  is  doing  the  Bufinefs  of  his  Office,  or  about 

to 

'%  piog.  Laert^  in  the  Life  of  Ansicharjis^  lib.  i.  feft,  104^ 
•  £>eLegibus^  lib.  iL  p.  581. 
I  One  of  the  Names  of  Bacchus^ 

\  This  Conftru£tion  of  ufing  Vifparingly  is,   according  to  fome  Editions^ 

pArticolariy  that  from  which  Mr.  Cotton  tranilated^  but  it  (hould  have  been^ 

that  they  tjohoUy  ahftainfrom  Wine ;  for  Plato  fays,  that  he  approves  the  Car^ 

.  chapman  Lew»  which  orders^  tlirt  no  fort  of  Wine  be  drank  in  die  Campy  nor 

nany  Tlimg  but  Water.    Dt  Le^busy  lib.  ii,  towards  the  End. 

■     ^  Or,  as  'tis  faidy  more  properly^  in  Plata^  during  the  Year  cf  their  Mft» 

^ffnicyd    U»  ibid* 


Ck.  n.  .  Of  Drunkenmfs^     ;  •  *  i^ 

to  hold  a  Council  on  public  Affairs.  That  they  fliould 
not  drink  Wine  ||  by  Day,  which  is  for  other  Bufinefs  5  aor 
that  **  Night  jin  which  'tis  propofed  to  get  Children. 

They  fay  that  Stilp$  the  Philofopher,  when  oppreflcd  with 
Age,  adually  haftened  his  End.  by  drinking    Purt'Winemm 
pure  §  Wipe ;  amd  that  Che  like  Caufe,  though   ^«»^  m  M 
not  with  the,  feme  Delign,  difpatched  alfo  the    i^*^ 
Philolbpher  t-^^C/f/<^<^^>  whofe  Strength  was   lar^l^ 
alfo  much  decayed  by  Age.  10  h  iifwiind 

But'  'tis  an  old  and  a  pleafant  Queftion,    h  ^^^m  M* 
Whether  a  wife  Man  is  to  be  overcome  by  the   ^***''* 
$tiiength  of  Wine? 

+t- Af  muniU  adbihet  vimfapienti^  %? 

To  yrfiat  a  degree  of  Vanity  are  we  pufftd  by  diat  good 
6|>lmdn  which  We  have  of  ourfelves  !    The  moft  regular 
^hd  pit  moft  peifea  Soul  in  the  World  ha^  but  too  much 
ddd,  ti)  keef5  its 'footing,  left  it  be  overthrown  by  its  bwA- 
Weakfleft ':  Thefe  is  not  one  of  a  thoufand  that  is  right 
and  fettled  a  Moment  in  a  whole  Life ;  and  it  may  be  M 
Queftion,  whether,  in  the  State  oif  Nature,  it  can  ever  be  : 
But  to  join  Conftancy  to  it  is  its  utmoft  Perfedion ;  I  mean, 
tho'  nothing  fhould  difcompofe  it,  which  a  thoufand  Acci- 
dentsare  capable  of.doing.  That  great  Poet  Lucrefm  fenced 
hiij^plf,  about  with  his  Philofophy  to  a  fine  Purpofp,  whcn» 
l^old.  he  was  put  biit  of  his  Senfes  by  one  Philtre  ol*  Lotre- 
potion  !  U  it  to  be  imagined,  that  an  Apoplexy  will  tiot  ftun 
a  Socrates  as  much  as  a  Porter  ?  The  Violence  of  a  Diftetnpci^ 
has  made  fome  People  forget  their  owti^Natfted,  aiidii  flight 
Wound  has  turned  the  Brains  of  others.     Be  a  Man  ever 
fo  wife,  he  is  ftill  but  a  Man^  than  whom  whaic  it  tKiere 
tn6m  fradl,  more  wretched,  and  more  nothing  ?  Wifdoni 
does  vsB^ioiQt  our  natural  Difpofition^.  .    ' 

:  .  C  2  Sudoral. 

I  fiitcept,  &y»?^«  itbebyV^Taydf  Exeidfe,  or  in  Cafe  of  SSdwfi. . 

•  ^"^  Tikis  Exception  includes  both  Sex6%  fappofiag  thdm  C»  ps^  <iA 

*  f  2>M^.  Laerttin  tke  Li&  cfStHfe^  Hh.  n.  leGL  120.  . 

I     +.l^ti«^r#»ii4e  Life  of  >^f^ii«j,  Hbiiv.  feft.  44-1,  .  *f 

ft  Whedier  'tis  poffibie  to  be  jneny  and  wife^    TUi  is  a  V\mdtif:'istim 

tdumaQootadoh.  •:  .       i      ?       ::  - 

ff  Hbiat*  lib.  iil  OdL  28.  V.  4. 
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'  '-  Sudor'es  4taque  et  pdlltn^em  i^ijiere  Mo 

'  Corporej  et  infringi  linguam^  vocemqud  aboPifii 

Caligare^  oculos^  Jonere  auresy  fuccidere  artus^ 
'  Denique  cbncidere  €»  animi  terrore  vidimus  ♦  *. 
'  .  k  e. 

•  Palcnefs-  and  Sweat  the  fearful  Man  confounds,. 
.  The  Tongue's  deliver-d  of  abortive  Sounds ; 
-^  The  Eyes  wax  dim,  Ears  deaf,  the  Kntes  grow  \ztMf 
'  UnaMe  co  fupport  the  trembling  Fpame  ^ 

*  And  aU  Things  fill  t6  nothing,  whence  ch«y  came. 

He  can't  help- winking  at  the  Blow  that  threatens  him, 
and  trembling,  when  at  the  Edge  of  a  Precipice,  like  a* 
Child  ;  Nature  having  referved  to  herfelf  thefc  flight  To- 
Ifens  of-  her-  Authority,  which  are  not  to  be  forced  by  ouf 
J^afon^  nor  by  the  Virtue  of  the  Stoics^  to  convince  Maa 
ijf  hiSr  Mortality  and  Infirmity  :  He  turns  pale  with  Fear,, 
rpd^wijtb  Shame,,  and  he  groans  with  the  Cholic,  if  not  with 
at  yoke  loud  and  raving,  yet,  at  lea:ft,  witb  one  that's  weak 
^4.\broken  : 

:  ;7p  Humam  a  fo  nihil  dienttm  putet  *# 

«»■■■■  '-c-  -   •  ■  i»  e. 

*  Let  hfm  not  think  hknfelf  fecure  at  all^ 

*  'From  what  may  any  otlier  Man  befal. 

\  THe  Poets,  who  feign  every  Thin'g  according  to  their 
iSincy,  daFc  not  fo  much  as  exempt  their  Heroes  from 
Tears : 

i.Sicfatur  lacrymans^  claffique  immittit  bdhenas  ff , 

*  t  iThus;  did  he  weeping  fty,  and  then  fet  Sail, 

*  ^Tis  enough  for  a  Man  to  curb  and  moderate  bts.Indi* 
nation;,  for  to  banifk  them  is  not  in  his  Power.    Even  our 

^'  Plutarcby 

*  •  Lucret.  lib.  iii.  v.  15^,  £ffr. 

.t  Tkis  h  fiot  Ihe  true  Senfe  of  Ta-tnc^s  Words.    Mtrntaigm  only  ufts  it 
}]lh«-to  <2cpittfa.  his  own  Thought,  by  taking  a  Liberty  very  common  with 
liim,  as  I  have  alriduly  obferved,  and  as  will  appear  to  all  who  wflt  be  at  the . 
Troatle  to  cdn^pare  his  <^otadon25  widi  their  Originals  %  and  which*  in«feed» 
they  oughV  to  do,  if  they  would  be  fenfible  of  the  Beauty  of  the  Applications 
fWdi -m^^«Mfcie8.of.theiki  at  every  Turn.. 
^     *  Tir/^iK/^  Heautondmoroumcnos,  h&ku  Sc.  x.  v.  2j« 
'    ft  -fineid.  lib.  vi.  v.  i,  „ 


'1 :  ■.., 


-Chu  H*  '^f  Drunkemefs.  .  \zi 

Plutarcbj  fo  petfedt  and  excellent  a  Judge  of  human  Aftioris 
as  he  was,  when  he  fees  Brutus  and  Torquatus  murder  their 
own  Children,  began  to  doubt  whether  Virtue  could  ex- 
tend fo  fac,  .and  whether  thofe  Perfonages  were  not  rather 
ftimulated  ^by  fome  other  Paffion.  All  Aftions  that  ex- 
ceed ^e 'Ordinary  Bounds  are  liable  to  finifter  Interpreta- 
tions ;  ibrafmuch  as  our  Talle  can' no  more.relilli  what  is 
above ut,  than  what  is  below  it«  . 

.    XfcCt  us  leave  this  other  Sedt  ^,  which  makes  a,|}lain  Pro- 
feffion  of  Scornfulnefs  :  JSut  when,  even  in  that   j  a    -    fj 
Seft,  which  is  U  .reckoned  the  mildeft,  we  hear   c^^ 
thofe  Rhpdomontades  of  MetrodoruSj  Occupavi   nuhicb  Javoun 
te^  FortuftCy  "f  atque  cepi^  omnefque  aditus  tuos  in^   ^f  ^«0^  ^-^ 
4&rclufi^  ut  ad  me  afpirare.non  pqjfes :  i,  e.  For-    Sb^^. 
iune^  thou  art  miney  Lhave  thee  f  aft  ^  and,  have  fo 
Jbut  up  allthy.Auemces^  that*thou  canft  not  come  at  me:  When 
jfnaxarchusj  Toeing,  by  Order  of  Nicocrtony  the  Tyrant  of 
CypruSyi^MX,  into  a  Stone  Mortar,  and  pounded  with  an  Iron 
PelEle,  cdled  out  inceflandy.  Batter^  brtak^  Stk  not  Anaxar"- 
chus ;  *tis  his  Sheath  that  you  pound  fo  §.  When  we  hear  our 
Martyrs  cry  out  to  the  Tyrant,  from  the  Midfl:  of  the  Flames, 
That  II II  Side  is  roafted  enough-^  Jlice  it  out^  andMt  it ;  Uis  quite 
done  J  fall  to  work  with  the  other.  Side.      When  we  read  in 

Z'ofephuSy  of  that  Child,  whofe  Flefh  was  pulled  to  Pieces 
y  Pinchers,  drfying  his  raving  Pcrfccutor  Antiocbus  to 
do  his  worft,  and  calling  out  with  a  manly  intrepid 
-Voice,  *  Tyrant,  thou  lofeft  TimCt   I  am  ftill  at  Eafe  j 

*  where  is  that  Pain,  where  thole  Torments  with  which 
^  thou  didft  thn^aten  me  ?  Is  this  all  thou  canft  do  ?  My 

*  Conftancy  gives  thee  more  Anguifh  than  I  fuflfer  fronl 

*  thy  Cruelty.     O  pitiful  Coward,  thou  fainteft,  arid  I 

*  grow  ftronger.     Make  me  complain ;  make  hie  bend  "i 
.^^  make  me  yield  if  thou  canft.    Encourage  thy  Guards 

*  and  thy  Executioners  ;  behold  they  are  faint-hearted, 
^  and  tan  dd  no  more :  Arm  them,  enrage  them.'  Really; 

C  3  it 

'■■■■' 

-f  Tli^  Btmc  Sea»  founded  by  Zen9.      B  The  Sed  of  Efici4rus.      f  Ciciro^% 
Tiiic.  Qosft.  lib.  1.  c.  9. 

'    %  'Dl^.Lani,  in  die  Life  afJftaxtarcJb/u,  lib.  ix.  k6i,  ^8,  ^9/      '.  '.  ' 
^ .  II  Tait  is  what  Prmdfntius  makes  St  Laurena  ^}i^  in  hk  fioioL viL>3fil«V. 

'«^  r^fdfvvf  concerning  Crowns.    Hjmn  ii.  v.  ^oi^  ^c* 
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h  mud:  be  acknowledged,  that,  in  fuch  Souls  ;^  thcfi^  dicloe 
is  fome  Tranfport,  fome  Fury,  be  it  ever  .ib  divine. 
When  we  come  to  thefe  Stoical  Sallies,  /  b(^d  ratbir'be  mml 
than  merry  v  a  Saying  of  ||  Antifthinesj  Uxvtm  .fA^i?i}j>v'Ji  iS&sju. 
When  S0i(tius  tells  us,  that  he  bad  ratber  be  cbained  icr  Pain 
than  Pleafure :  When  Epicurus^  under  Pretence  to  be  fond 
-of  the  Gout,  and  refufing  Health  and  Eafe,  ga^y  defies 
Evils,  defpifing  the  leffer  Pains,  as  difdaining  tq  contend 
-and  jQruggle  with  them,  he  defires  and  calls  out  for  thofe 
that  are  acute,  violent,  and  worthy  of  him  : 

Spuffiantemque  dart  pecora  inter  inertia  votis 

Of  tat  apruWy  aut  fulvum  defcendere  monte  leonem*. 

/.  e. 

Impatiently  he  views  the  feeble  Prey, 
.     Wilbing  fome  nobler  Beaft  to  crofs  his  Way ; 
And  rather  waits  the  fiijrious  Boar  to  wound. 
Or  lee  the  tawny  Lion  from  the  Hills  rufh  down. 

Who  would  not  think  that  they  are  pufhed  on  by  9  Coci-^ 
i^age  brolce  loofe  from  its  Hold  ?  Our  Soul  cannot  reach  fio 
high  from  her  own  Seat  *,  fhe  mud  of  Neceffity  quit  ic, 
raife  herfelf  up,  and  pufliing  on,  right  or  wrong,  tranfport 
ber  Man  fo  far  out  of  iiis  Latitude,  that  afterwards  he  himy 
ftlf  fliali  be  aftonifhed  at  what  he  has  done.  As  in  War 
the  Heat  of  the  Battle  often  pufhes  the  brave  Soldiers  upon 
fuch  hazardous  Exploits,  that,  when  they  come  to.  recol'^ 
Manfomtimes  ^^^  them,  they  are  the  firft  who  arc  aftoni&ed 
M/idahsve  :  At  them  :  As  alfo  Poets  are  often  (truck  with 
iirfelf  by  a  Admiration  at  their  own  Works,  and  know 
^fm'^^  not  where  again  to  find  the  Track  in  which 
^^^'  they  performed  fo  happy  a  Career,  which  is 

idfo,  in  them,  called  Rage  and  Rapture.:  And,  as  Bhtf^ 
fays,  f  that  it  is  to  no  Purpofe  for  a  fedate  Man  to  knddc  at 
the  Gates  of  Poetry  ;  And,  as  ArtfiotU^  that  \  there  is  no 
great  Wit  without  a  Mixture  of  Madnefs  ^  fb  all  tallies; 
how  commendable  focver,  which  furpafs  our  o«vn  Judg- 
0)ent  and  Reafon,  may  well  be  called  Folly  ;  forafmuch  as 

'       Wii98aj 

•  ■  «  '         ■ 

I  Aiilt  GeD.  Uh.  ix.  c.  5.  and  Diog.  Laert  in  Vita  Antifthenj»»  lib.vi. 
Csft.  |.        f  iBaeid..  Kb.  iv.  v.  158,  ly^         f  Seneca  de  TraaqniBilafe 

Attinf«     '  2  > 
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Wifdom  is  a  regular  Management  of  pur  Mind,  which.  i% 
conducts  by  little  and  Mealupe^  and  is  refponfibie  for  }C  tQ 
kfdf.  Plato  *  argues  thus,  that,  the  Gift  of  Prophecy  be- 
ing above  our  ReacK  we  n>uft  be  out  of  our  Senfes  whea 
Wc  meddle  with  dt,  and  our  Prudence  muft  be  clouded  ei- 
ther by  Sleep,  or  fome  Difeafe,  or  Kfted  £vqm  its  Place  by 
fome  celddial  Rapture. 


H«i 


CHAP.    III. 

^6e  Cufiom  <f  the  Ifle  of  Cea^  in  the  ;^gcan  &ea^  w 

Archipelago. 

IF  to  philofophize  ht>^  as  they  fay,  to  ^oubt,  muck 
more  ought  my  froiickibme  and  fanciful  Speculations 
to  be  termed  Doubting  ;  for  'tis  for  Learners  to  inquite 
and  debate,  and  foV  thofe  in  the  Chair  to  doterqiine.  My 
Moderator  is  the  Authority  of  the  Divine  Will,  which  re- 
gulates us  without  C(Mitradi6tion,  and  which  is  Superior  to 
iuch  human  and  vain  Difputcs*  FbiUp  being  Acddtfafwrfi 
entered,  with  an  armed  Force,  into  JPdoponn^  lefufffr  tbam 
Jus^  fome-body  faici  to  Damindas^  that  the  t»a-  ^^^b. 
cedemonian^  were  like  to  fufFer  a. great  -deil,  if  they  did  not 
regain  his  Favour.  Tou  Poltroon^  iaid  he,  what  can  -f"  Ibrf 
Suffer  that  are  not  afraid  of  Death-?  The  "Queftion  being  al- 
fo  put  to  Agisy  How  a  Man  m^ht  Uvefret  f  By  %dejpjing 
Deaths  faid  he.  Thefe  and  a  ttniufand  other  Sayings,  that 
are  to  be  met  with  to  the  feme  Purpofe,  plainly  hint  fome- 
^hing  moFe  than  a  patient  waitmg  for  Death  till  it  comest 
for  there  are  feveral  Accidents  in  Life  thrt  are  more  into- 
lerable than  Death;  witnefs  the  Lacedemhnian  Lad,  that 
was  taken  by  Antigonus^  and  fold  for  a  Slave,  who  being 
commanded  by  his  Mafter  to  do  fomething  that  was  very 
meaji,  Thou  fhalt  fee^  faid  the  Boy,  whom  \\  thou  haft  bought ; 
4t  would  be  a  Scandal  for  me  to  be  a  Slave^  when  my  Uberiy  ts 

C  4  i» 

*  In  Tinueusy  v.  543.  t  ^^^  t'i€  nctablc  Sayings  tX  ^Laccdtmttdam^ 
collected  by  Plutarch^  under  the  Wosd  Damirdas.  $  Ibid,  under  the  N^2»c 
^i  Agis.        H  Pluiar<hf  in  the  notable  Sayin^p  of  die  Lacedemonians, 
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in  tny  Power ;  and,  when  he  had  fo  faid,  he  threw  himfelf 
from  the  Top  of  the  Houfe.  Antipater  threatening  the  JLtf-' 
cedetnonians  feverely,  in  order  to  force  them  to  comply  with 
9l  certain  Demand  of  his :  Iftbou  •  doft  threaten  us  wit$  tvorfe 
iban  Deaths  faid  they,  wejball  be  the  more  willing  to  die.  \  And 
when  Philip  wrote  Word  to  them,  that  he  would  fruftrate 
all  their  Entcrprifes  :  What !  faid  they,  wilt  thou  alfo  bin* 
derusfram  dying?  This  is  the  Meaning  of  that  Saying^i 
^hat  the  wife  Man  lives  as  long  as  he  ought ^  not  as  long  -f"  as 
be  can ;  and  that  the  molt  obliging  Prefent  which  Nature 
has  made  us,  whereby  we  are  deprived  of  any  Colour  to 
Sewral  1/tayi  complain  of  our  prefent  Condition,  is  in  haV- 
to  get  rid  of  ing  left  US  the  Key  to  flip  away.  She  has  or- 
5^*  dered  but  one  Paflage  into  Life,  but  a  hundred 

thoufand  Ways  out.  We  may  be  ftraitened  for  Earth  to 
live  upon,  but  Earth  fufficient  to  die  upon. we  can  never 
want,  as  Boiocalus  \\  made  Anfwer  to  the  Romans.  Why  dofl: 
thou  complain  of  this  World?  It  does  not  detain  thee  : 
If  thou  liveft  in  Pain,  thy  own  Cowardice  is  the  Caufe 
cf  it ;  there  remains  no  mord  to  die  but  to  be  willing  to 
do  it: 

Ubique  mors  eft :  optime  hoc  cavit  Deus^ 

Eripere  vitam  nerho  non  bomini  poteft : 

At  nemo  mortem :  milk  ad  banc  aditus patentff, 

i.  e. 

•     To  Death  a  Man  can  never  want  a  Gate, 

God  has  provided  very  well  for  that  •, 
■.    There's  not  a  Man  upon  the  Earth  but  may 
/    Take  any  Fcllow-creature*s  Life  away ; 
.   And  any  Man  that  will,  may  yield  his  Breath ; 

There  are  a  thoufand  Ways  that  lead  to  Death. 

Nor  is  this  a  Recipe  for  one  fingle  Difeafe  only ;  Death  is 
the  Cure  of  all  Evils :  •yVj  a  moft  a£ured  Port^  which  isfome^ 
times  to  be  fought ^  and  %  never  to  befhunned.  It  comes  all 
tq  one,  whether  a  Man  puts  an  End  to  himfelf,  or  fuffers 
it  from  §  another  j  whether  he  runs  off  before  his  Day, 

or 

*  fhttanh^  in  the  nolaUe  Sayings  of  the  Lacedemomam,  -f  Senec.  Ep.  70. 
I  Tacit.  AnnaL  Hb.  xiii;  tt  Senec.  Tbebais,  A6t  i.  Sc.  i.  v.  151,  ISt. 
f  Seme  Ep.  7a      i  Td.  69%  .a 
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6r  whether  he  ftays  till  it  come.  From  what  Quarter  io^ 
ever  it  come,  he  is  ftill  his  own  M after ;  in  what  Part  fo* 
ever  the  Thread  breaks,  'tis  all  over,  there's  the  End  of 
the  Clue. 

That  is  the  beft  Death  ♦  which  a  Man  chufes  voluntarily  ^ 
Life  depends  on  the  Will  of  another  Perfon,    Demh  depend* 
Death  upon  our  own  :  In  nothing  ought  we   ^^  ^  '** 
fo  much  to  pleafe  our  own  Humours  as  in  \ 

that.  Reputation  is  not  at  all  afieded  by  fuch  an  Under- 
taking, and  *tis  a  Folly  to  have  Regard  to  it.  To  live 
would  be  Bondage,  were  it  not  for  the  Liberty  of  Dying. 
The  ordinary  Methods  of  Cure  are  carried  on  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  Life.  We  are  tormented  with  Cauftics,  Incifions, 
Amputations  of  our  Members ;  our  Food,  nay,  our  very 
Bipod  is  taken  from  us  \  one  Step  -f-  farther,  and  we  are 
cured  indeed.  Why  is  not  the  jugular  Vein  as  much  at  our 
Difpofal  as  the  median  Vein  (of  the  Arm)  ?  Defperate  Dif- 
cafes  require  defperate  Remedies.  When  Servius  the  Gram- 
marian II  had  the  Gout,  he  could' think  of  no  better  Reme^^ 
dy  than  to  make  an  Incifion  in  his  Feet,  and  to  put  Poifon 
into  the  Wound,  not  caring  how  gouty  they  were,  provided 
they  were  infenfible  of  Pain.  God  gives  us  Leave  enough, 
when  he  reduces  us  to  fuch  a  Condition  that  to  live  is  woric 
than  to  did  *Tis  a  Weaknefs,  indeed,  to  fuccumb  under 
Infirmities,  but  'tis  Madnefs  to  nourifh  them.  As  I  do 
Jiot  offend  the  Laws  againft  Robbers,  when  I  embezzle  my 
own  Money,  and  cut  my  own  Purfe  •,  nor  that  againft  In- 
cendiaries, when  I  burn  my  own  Wood-,  fo  am  I  not  under 
the  Laih  of  thofe  made  againft  Murderers,  for  taking  away 
my  own  Life.  Hegefias  -f-f  f^^i^*  that  the  Condition  of 
Death,  as  well  ^s  that  of  Life,  ought  to  be  fubjed  to  our 
own  Choice.  And  Speujippus  *  *  the  Philofopher,  who  had 
been  long  afBided  with  the  Dr(^fy,  and  therefore  ufed  to 
be  carried  in  a  Litter,  meeting  Diogenes^  bid  him  Good 

Morrow'^ 

•  Senec.  Ep.  70. 

t  Non  otus  eft  *vafto,'mdnere  divideri  fracorJia.  ScalpeUo  aperitur  ad  illam 
ptagnam  lihertatem  via ;  et  punflo  fecwritcu  donfie^ty  S^nec.  Ep.  70. 

II  Serwus  Claudius^  of  Rfftne,  Plin.  Nat.  Hift  lib.  xxv.  c  3.  and  Suetmusdt 
iUuftrihus  Grammaticisy  cap.  2^  8c  ^* 

ft  Dicg.  Laert.  in  the  Life  k£  Ariftippus^  lib.  ii.  fed.  94* 

**  Idem,  i]itheLifeof^/«»/^Af,  Ub.iv.  fcft.3. 


^  Mpktaxqnb'i  J^rit  5toQk  ff^ 

Mpmvt^^  but  Diegena  faid»  iVi?  Copd  I4»rr(W  t§  jcu^  wtm 
4m  btar  to  live  in  fuck  a  Siatt.  *T\%  true,  indeed,  that, 
Ibme  Time  after,  Spet(fippm  put  himfelf  to  DeMt^  ^H!f  aric4 
tout  with  fuch  a  painful  Condition  of  Life. 

But  this  does  not  palli  without  being  controverted :  For 
Smade  frohi^  *^*  ^^^  Opinion,  of  many,  that  wc  are  no*  to 
Jbited  hy  God^  quit  the  Garrifoa  of  the  World  withpi^t  tht 
mnd  to  he  pu-    cxprefs  Command  of  him  who  hfs  {^aped  us  in 

^^erwJu'  ^^  •  ^^^  '^  appertains  to  God  aloi>e,  vho  ha9 
^  *  lent  us  hither,  not  for  our  own  Sakes  on)y,  but 
for  his  Glory,  and  the  Service  of  our  FeUow-creatiires^  to 
diimifs  us  when  it  fhall  beft  pleafe  him^  and  that  we  are  not 
CO  difmifs  ourfelves  :  That  wc  are  not  bprn  ft>r  ourfelvca 
pnly,  but  for  our  Country  alfo,  to  the  Laws  of  which  we 
are  accountable,  and  by  which  there  lies  aa  Aiftioq  againft 
us  for  Murder  :  Or,  if  thefe  fkil  to  lay  hojd  of  us,  we  are 
to  be  punifbed  in  the  other  World,  as  Deferters  from  ouf 
Duty: 

Proxima  deinde  tentnt  majii  hca^  quifihi  kthum 
Jnfontes  peperere  manu^  lucemque  perofi 
Prcjecere  animas*. 

i.  e. 

m 

Next  thefe  the  Bodies  of  thofe  Men  remain. 
Who  Innocent,  by  their  own  Hands  were  flain  \ 
And,  hating  Light,  to  voluntary  Death 
Eclips'd  their  Eye-balls,  and  refign'd  their  Breath. 

There  is  much  more  Conftancy  in  wearing  the  Chain  by 
which  we  are  bound,  than  in  breaking  it ;  and  Regulus  gave 
a  greater  Proof  of  Fortitude  than  Cata.  *Tis  Indifcretion  and 
Impatience  that  hurry  us  out  of  the  World.  True  Virtue 
turns  its  Back  to  no  Accidents.  It  feeks  for  Misfortune  and 
Pain,  as  its  Aliment.  The  Menaces  of  Tyrants,  R^cks^ 
and  Tortures  animate  and  rouze  it :  . 

'Duris  ut  ilex  tonfa  bipennibusy 
. .  Nigra  feraci  frondis  in  jllgido^ 
Per  da?ajidp  per  cades^  ab  ipfo^ 
Dueit  Gpes  animumque  ferro-f. 

-•  Vlrg.  i£neid.  lib.  vi.  v.  434^  l^t,      +  Hcr.  lib.  iv.  Ode  4.  v.  57,  is^. 
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r. 


.  If  hftt  Rate,  long  tbfi'd  upoit  Ae  ti^tap^zvt%^ 

Are  like  aft  Oak  upon  the  wooden  Top 
Of  (haded  A^idus^  beftrew^d  with  Leaived,  . 
'  Which,  as  keen  Axes  it?  green  Honours  lop. 
Thro*  Wounds,  thfo*  Loifles  bq  Decay  can  feci, 
Colje^ng  Strengt^i  and  Spirit  from  the  Steel. 

.       ■  And  as  another  fays^  : 

^^Non  ejij  ut  putasj  virtus j  pater j 
timers  vitam^  fed  maiif  vigentiius 
Obfiare^  nee  ft  vmer$  ge  retra  dsre  *. 

You  think  that  Fear  to  Uv^  a  Virtue  is, 
Alas  !  my  Father,  you  judge  quite  amifi ; 
That's  Virtue  Vhich  can  JEvus  great  withftand. 

And  not  retreat,  nor  ihift  to  either  Hand. 

,  •         .......  , 

Or  as  this, 

Rehus  in  adverfis  facile  eft  contmnere  mertem^ 
Fortiter  file  facit^  pti  mifer  effe  pcteft  f. 

■m-  t 

i.  t^ 

.  The  Wretched  well  may  wiih  for  Death,  but  he 
is  brayc,  who  dves  to  liv*  in  Mifery. 

*Tis  Cowardice,  not  Valour,  to  fquat,  as  it  were,  in  a 
Hole  under  a  great  Tomb,  to  avoid  the  Strokes  of  F^te. 
Valour  never  breaks  its  Way,  nor  goes  out  of  its  Path  for 
the  greateit  Stormr  th^t  bJo.ws ; 

^  fraSm  iSakitur  eriis^ 
fyfovidum  ferment  ruina% 

.     in  e. 

•  ■  -■• 

■'   Though  Jetu^B  dread  Arth  with  Thunders  rend  thtf 
.  ^Spheres, 
Beneath  the  CvtOx  of  Worlds  he  nothing  fears. 

The 

•  Sen'c,  ThAait,  Aft  i.  Sccn^  i.  v.  i^o,  (^t.      f  Mart.  lib.  xi.  Ep.  57, 
ti  '^5>  i6.       X  ^^^«  ^  iii*  ^^  3*  ^*  7'  ^* 


H^^  ..    JlJoSTAiGNB  i  j^;r^, :  fiookll: 

Tht  avoiding  of  other  Inconycnicncics  commonly  pulhes 
tos  upon  this  i  nay,  fppfietimes  the  £n4eavovir  to  0y:^ni 
Death  rtakes  us  run  into  ^e  Mouth  of  It :    . 

Hicy  rogoy  nottfuronnfti  ne  mortar e^  $mri* ?  ■.  ^ 

I..         •• 

Can  there  *be  greater  Madnefs,  pray  reply. 
Than  that  one  (hould,  for  Fear  or  dying,  die  ? 

JLike  thofe  who,  fer  Fear  of  a  Prccqpioe,  throw  tken)ielve| 
fccadlong  from  it :  .  »         . 

•  tnuUos  in  funhna  pmcula  mijit 

Venturi  titnor  ipfe  malt :  fortiffmus  ilk  tjl^ 
^i  prompt  us  metuenda  patiy  fi  cominus  injtent^ 
Et  differre  pot  eft  f. 

Ufque  adeo  mortis  .foYmidsne^  vita 
Percipit  bufnanos  odium^  lucifque  VfdMi£^  .   \ 

Ut  fibi  eonfcifcant  marenti  pe£lore  lethum^ 
Oblitifontem  cttrarunt  bunc  ejfe  timorem  ||. 

i.  e. 

The  Fear  of  future  Evils  makes  Men  itm 
Into  far  worfe  than  thofe  they  ftrive  to  ihun : 
But  he  defer ves  the  Hero's  Character, 
^iVho  boldly  faces  Ills  which  others  fear. 
And  can  divert  them  when  they  draw  too  near. 
To  that  Degree  does  Death  fome  Men  affright. 
That,  caufing  them  to  hate  both  Life  and  Lights  , 
Tthcy  kill  thcmfelvcs  in  Sorrow,  not  aware 
Thart  their  Difguft  ariles/rom  this  Fear^ 

Tlato  (de  LegibuSj  lib.  ix;^  p.  660)  ptefcribes  zn  igno^ 
j^mmnious  "^i^ious  Scpulture  /or  him  who.  has  dcpwVed 
Interment  or-  his  ncareft  and  deircft  Friend,,  viz.  himfcif^  of 
Aired  for  thofe  Life,  and  his  deftioed  Courfe  of  Years,  when 
'^itlriH^  neither  compelled^  fo  to  do  by  public  Trial, 
^^/.k;^,..  ^^^^  ^y.  ^  ^^  and  unavoidable  AccideSt  of 

Fortune,  nor  by  any  infupportable  Difgrace,  but  by  Cowar- 
dice, and  the  Wcakncfi  of  .a  faint  Heart.i^      »    •     -  ■'^. 

And 

*  Mart  lib.  iL  Ep.  8ov       t  Xucaii.  lib,  rii.  ;k.  104.  WIc     .:.  ||  JiucrcU     ' 
Hb.  iii,  V.  79,  {fff.  "  ,  ^ 
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And  the  Opinion  which  makes  fo  little  of  Life  is  ridicu-^  * 
|ovs ;  for^  ia  fboit»  'tis  our  yecy  Being,  'tis   %keCimHmt$ 
our  All.   Whatever  Things  have  a  nobler  and   rf  ^fi  *^ 
more  valuable  Being  may  reproach  ours,  but  fi'^^^ 
'tis  againft  Nj^tture  for  us  to  defpife  and  to  make  little  Ac- 
count of  ourfeive^  ;  This  h  a  Pife^ie  peculiar  to  Man,  for 
we  don't  perceive  that  any  othdr  Creature  hates  and  de- 
ibifes  itielf.:   'Tis  from  a  Vanity  of  the  like  Kind  that  we 
defire  to  be  fon)c;thMlg  elfe  than  what,  we  are  :    The  £6fe£k 
of  fuch  a  DejQre:  does  not.  ^onceriii  ^-us,  forafmuch  as  it  is. 
contradidx^d  and  hindered  in  itfejf.     He  who  wifhes,  that 
he  were  formed  an  Angel,  does  nothing  for  himfeif,  and 
would  be  neye^.the,  better  for:,it  5  for,  being  no  more» 
who  fhould  rejoice,  and  be  fenfibje  of  this  Amendment  for 
him  f 

Debet  etdm  nAf&rl  mforti  4epique  futurum  eft^ 
Ipfi  quoque  effe  in  uM  turn  ten^cn't^  am  male  foffit 
Jccidefe*.       ' 

1.  e. 

For  whofbe'er  .flialt  in  Misfortunes  live, 
Muft  B  £  when  thofe  Misfortunes  (hall  arrive. 

Security,  Indolence,  Impaffibility,  a  Privation  from  the 
Evils  of  this  Life,  for  the  purchafing  whereof  we  make  an 
End,  of  it,  are  of  no  manner  of  Advantage  to  us :  To 
no  Purpofe  docs  that  Man  avoid  War,  who  cannot  en- 
joy Peace ;  and  to  no  Purpofe  alfo  does  he  avoid  La- 
bour or  Pain,  who  has  not  wherewithal  to  relifh  Tranquil- 
lity. 

Among  thofe  of  the  Opinion  firft  mentioned,  there  has 
been  a  great  Doubt,  what  are  the  moft  juftifia-    m^m  are  the 
ble  Motives  for  Suicide,  which  they  call  EuAoj^ov  jnfifft  Rt^nt 
ig(*^«3^,  t.  e.  afreafonable  Exit.    For,.tho'  A^'^'^- 
they  fay,  that  Man  mud  often  die  for  trivial  Caufe^,  fince 

thofe 

•  Lttcret.  lib.  Si.  v.  874^  lic^ 

•f  'I^^s  was  the  Esroreffion  ufed  by  the  Stoics  in  that  Cafe.  See  Dnf^.  Latrt^ 
in  the  Life  of  ZertOy  iib^  vii.  fedt.  .130.  and  llltnag^%  Obiervatxons  04  thif 
Pafiagev  p*  JH,  312. 
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thofe  which  xietdih  u»  hv  Li^  are  of  m>  great  Welj^hCi  yet 
there  is  to  be  fome  Mddfufe.    Thera  are  fomo  mntafti^ 
fenfelefs  Humoiirs,  ^iM  have  prompted  «ot  only  particatar 
Men,  but  even  ConliMiniti^ii,  to  deftroy  themfitlves^  Of 
this  I  have  heretofore  ^ven  ibiM  Examptea  i  and  m^  iea^ 
moreover,  of;  the  MikJUm  Virgins^  th^^  by  a  otad  Com«^ 
paft,  they  hanged  theftifelves,  one  after  •anothery  till  th« 
Magtilrates  made  an  Order,-  that  the  Bodies  of  ;aH  of  them^ 
who  f  fhould  be  found  thiis  hanged  iitriafter,  diould  b« 
drawn  by  the  fame  Halter,  ftark  naked  thpough  the^ty^ 
When  *  TbrJsicion  advifed  Ge&hifHes  to  difpacck^^  hittlfi^^ 
bv  reafon  of  the  ill  Stats  of  his  Afiairs )  and  ttil  Jvd  iia4 
crcaped  the  mod  honouilable  Death  in  the  Batde  wivich 
he  had  juft  loft,  to  ohufe  this  ether^  the  feci^nd  to  it  in 
Honour,  and  not  to  give  the  Conquerors  an  Opporttonity 
to  make  him  fufier  an  ignominious  Death,  or  aihaimful 
Life :  Clemenesj  with  a  Courage  i|  truly  I^edetnman  aihd 
Stoical  J   refiifed  this  Advice,   as  cowardly  and  unmanly. 

*  That,  fays  hcy  is  a  Remedy  which  can  never  Tail  me.  But 

*  which  never  ought  to  be  made  Ufe  of,  whilft  there^  is 

*  yet  a  Spark  of  Hope  remaining  :  That  to  live  was  tbme- 

*  times  Comftancy  and  Valour :  That  Jie  was- defiroiW,  Aat 
^  even  his  Death  fhould  be  of  Service  to  his  Country  .^  and 
^  that  he  intended  it  ihould  be  an  ASt  of  Honour,  un^ 

*  Virtue/  Thriicion^  ftill  convinced,  in  his  own  Mii^  ^lilat 
he  was  right^t  actually  §  killed  himlelf:  C/f^Mi^ff^ix  c]i4  tW 
iame  afterwards,  but  not  till  he  had  tried  Fortune  tQ  toe 
very  laft.  All  the  Inconveniencies  in  the  Wc^d  a^e.  ri\>t 
confiderable  enough  for  a  Man  to  chufe  Death  for  the  Sake 
of  avoiding  them. 

Wkitm^tobe  Befides^  there  are  fo  many  fudden  Altera* 
tki  Limits  of  tions  in  human  AflTairs,  that  *tis  not  t^y  Jo 
curB^^  jndge  when  we  arc  truly  at  the  End  of  our 
Hopes: 

^perat 

t  Pltaarch  of  the  worthy  Deeds  of  Women. 

.  *  Or  rather  Thttyiionp  for  Pkiarcby  from  whom  this  whole  Paflkge  is  ts^* 
fatn^  calls  him  9i}M«U;».  '. 

I  Plutarch^  in  tne  IMztit  AgU  and  Ckomrtest  c.  14, 
§  Idtm,  ibid. 
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Sperat  et,  in-favd  viffus  gladiator  arend^ 
Sit  Ucet  infejio  foUice  turba  minax  *• 

I.  i. 

The  Ftftcer,  conqtier'd  in  the  Lifts,  hopes  on. 
Though  the  Spe<£bators  point  that  he  is  gone. 

The  old  Proverb  fays,  fFiile  tJbere^s  Life^  therms  Hofe. 
Af^  hut^  xt^ViSkSemca  U,  fiall  I  rather  think  that  Fortune  can 
do  aU  Things  for  the  living  Mm^  than  that  Fortune  has  ng 
Power  over  him  that  knows' how  to  die  f  When  Jofepbus  was 
in  f  filch  apparent  and  imniinent  Danger,  a  whole  Nation^  . 
as  it  were,  being  rifen  againfl  him,  that  he  had  no  viliblc 
Keiburcft  kft ;  yet  being,  as  he  himfelf  fays,  advi&d  by 
one  of  his  Friends,  in  this  Extremity,  to  difpatch  himlel^ 
it  was  well  for  him  that  he  (till  perfifted  in  Hopes,  fince 
Fortune,  conttary  to  all  human  ExpedUtion,  diverted  the 
Accident,  io  that  he  iaw  himfelf  delivered  from  it  without 
jmj  maimer  of  Inconvenience. 

On  the  contrary,  Caffius  and  Brutus  compleatly  ruined 
the  Remains  of  the  Raman  tliberty,  of  which  Deatisfatjd 
they  were  the  Protefliors,  by'  that  Precipita-  ^tM<tw^imm 
tion  and  Tenierity  with  which  they  killed  -^**"^'*^- 
themfelves  before  the  proper  Time  and  Occafion.  At  tht 
Battle  of  SerifoUes  in  1544^  M.  d^Ar^uien  f  attempted 
twice  to  cut  his  Throat  with  his  Sword^  delpairing  of  the 
Fortune  of  the  D&y,  which,  indeed,  went  untowardly  in 
the  Part  of  the  Field  where  he  was  pofted,  and  by  fucb 
Predpitaacy  had  like  to  have  deprived  himfelf  of  the  Glo^ 
ry  of  ib  noble  a  Viftory.  I  have  feen  a  hundred  Hares 
efcape  under  the  very  Mouths  of  the  Greyhounds.  There 
•was  a  Mail  ff  who  outlived  his  Executioner  : 

lAdta  dies  variufyue  labor  mutabilis  avi 
Rettulit  in  melius^  multos  altema  revifens 
Lufit^  it  infoUdo  rursus  Fortuna  locavit  B  ||. 


*  Solpidi  Sev.        ||  Senec.  Ep.  70.        f  J^fifiws^s  Jewifi  Antlgwdet, 
37.        f  Mont! 
tu  V.  425,  &!r. 


p«  537*        f  MontIu^%  Oonmient.  ff  Scaxec.  £p.  13.        ||  ^aeid. 
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Much  Time  and  Various  Labour  oft  tranflate 
Life's  changing  Scenes  into  a  better  State  j 
Inconftant  Fortune  thofe  in  Joy  does  place. 
To  whom,  e*re  now,  (he  turn'd  a  reverfe  Face. 

Pliny  fays,  there  are  but  three  Sorts  of  Di&afes,  for  a^ 
What  Caufes  Voiding  of  which  a  Man  has  a  Right  to  dc- 
may  induce  a  ftroy  himfclf.  The  fevereft  of  all  is  the  ♦  Stone 
hLm  to  kill  in  the  Bladder,  when  there  is  a  Retention  of  the 
^/^-  Urine.     Semca  fays,  thofe  Difeafes  only  which, 

for  a  long  Time,  difturb  the  Fundtions  of  the  Soul :  And 
fome  there  have  been,  who,  to  avoid  a  worfe  Death,  have 
chofe  one  of  ihcir  own  liking.  DamocrituSj  General  of  tbe 
Mtolians^  being  carried  Prifoner  to  Rome^  found  Means  to 
cfcape  in  the  Night  \  but,  being  clofe  purfued  by  his  Keep* 
crs,  rather  than  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  retaken,  he  ran  him« 
felf  through  the  Body,  with  f  his  own  Sword.  ' Antinout 
and  Theodorusj  when  their  City  of  Epirus  (Paffaro)  was  re- 
duced by  the  ||  Romans  to  the  laft  Extremity,  advifed  the 
People  to  kill  themfelves  all  to  a  Man-,  but,  the  Advice  to 
furrendcr  themfelves  being  preferred,  they  went  •*  to  fecfc 
Death  by  rulhing  upon  uie  Enemy  with  an  Intention  to 
ftrike  home,  and  not  to  ward  off  a  Blow. 

Some  Years  a^o,  when  the  Ifland  of  Gozo  ff  was  takba 
Death  prefer-  by  the  Turks^  a  Sicilian  who  had  two  beautiful 
red  to  shvery.  Daughters  ripe  for  Marriage,  killed  them  firff, 
and  then  the  Mother,  as  fhe  was  running  in  to  fave  them  : 
This  done  he  fallied  into  the  jStreet  with  a  Crofs  Bow  and 
^  Hand  Gun,  with  which,  at  two  Shots,  he  killed  two  of 

die 

*  In  the  Qoarto  Edition  of  thde  Eflkys,  in  15889  Plinjf  is  laid  to  moi- 
tion  two  more,  vix^  a  Pain  in  the  Stomach,  and  uie  Head-adi,  which,  lie 


enttred  thoroughly  into  ?lirtf\  Senfe,  by  faying,  that,  according  to  this  Aa« 
thor,  it  was  the  Cuftom  for  Meli  to  kill  themfelves,  in  order  to  be  rid  of  any 
one  of  thefc  three  Diflempers,  made  him  £iy  afterwards,  that  they  had  a  Right 
to  kill  themfelves  for  this  very.  End*     *  ' 

t  Tit  Uvy,  lib.  xxxvil  c,  46.        ||  Id.  lib.  xir.  c.  26.        **  Id.  il>, 
ft  A  finall  IHand  to  the  Weft  ^f  Malta,  and  Hot  far  fSrom  it. 
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« 

the  foremoft  Turks  advancing  to  his  Door,  and  then,  with 
Sword  in  Hand,  charged  funoufly  amongft  the  reft,  when 
he  waS)  on  a  fudden,  furrounded  and  cut  to  Pieces ;  by 
which  Aftion  he  faved  both  himfclf  and  his  Family  from 
Slavery.  The  Jewijh  Women,  after  the  Circumcifion  of 
their  Children,  flung  themfelves,  with  them,  down  a  Pre- 
cipice to  efcape  the  Cruelty  of  Antiocbus.  I  have  beea 
told,  that  a  Prifoncr  of  Quality  being  in  one  of  our  Jails, 
his  Relations  knowing  that  he  would  furely  be  con- 
demned, in  order  to  prevent  the  Ignominy  of  it,  they 
fuborned  a  Prieft  to  tell  him,  that  the  fovereign  Remedv 
for  his  Deliverance  was  to  recommend  himfelf  to  fuch  a 
Saint,  with  fuch  and  fuch  Vows,  and  that  he  ihould  fafl: 
eight  Days  together,  without  taking  any  Sort  of  Nourifli- 
ment,  however  weak  and  faint  it  made  him.  He  placed 
his  Faith  in  the  Remedy,  and  by  this  Means  deftroyed 
himfelf  before  he  was  aware^  not  dreaming  of  Death,  or 
of  any  Danger. 

Scribonia  J  advifing  Ubo^  her  Nephew,  to  kill  himfelf, 
rather  than  to  wait  for  the  Stroke  of  Juftice,    scribotiia'/ 
perfuaded  him  to  it,  by  faying,  that  it  was    Jdviatober 
really  doing  another  Perfon's  Bufmefs  to  fave   A^/^*w  to  kill 
his  Life  to  put  it  into  the  Hands  of  thofe   ^**2y^y  • 
who  would  come  to  demand  it  three  or  four  Days  *  after, 
and  that  it  was  ferving  his  Enemies  to  keep  his  Blood, 
for  the  Fees  of  fuch  Hounds. 

We  read,  in  the  Bible,  that  Nicanory  the  Perfecutor  of 
God's  Law,  having  fent  his  Guards  to  feize  The  ceurageout 
upon  old  RafiaSy  who,  for  his  Virtue,  was  ^^ot^  of  old 
furaamed  the  f  Father  of  the  Jews^  the  good  ^^*^^ 
Man,  feeing -no  Quarter  was  to  be  expefted,  and  finding 
his  Gate  burnt  down,  and  his  Enemies  ready  to  feize  him, 
and  chufing  to  die  like  a  Gentlesian,  rather  than  fall  into 
the  Hands  of  his  wicked  Adverfaries,,and  lufFer  himfelf  to 
be  cruelly  butchered,  to  the  Difhonour  of  his  Rank  and 
Quality,  ftabbcd  himfelf  with  his  own  Sword  ;  but,  doing 
it  in  fuch  Hafte  that  he  did  not  give  a  home  Thruft,  he 
ran,  and  threw  himfclf  from  the  Top  of  a  Wall  ampng 

Vol.  IL  ^  D  hi^ 

%  The  third  WiTe  oi  Auguftm  Ccffar. 

*  Se^iec.  Ep.  jg,  t  '^iaccab,  lib  ii.  ch.  14.  y.  y]^  —  a^^» 
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his  Enemies,  who  made  Way  for  him,  fo  that  he  pitched 
dircftly  upon  his  Head  :  And,  notwithftanding  this^  per- 
ceiving he  had  ftill  fome  Remains  of  Life,  he  renewed  hi» 
Courage,  and,  ftarting  upon  his  Feet,  all  bloody  and- 
wounded  as  he  was,  forced  his  Way>  through  the  Croud^. 
to  a  Iharp  fteep  Rock^  where,  for  his  laft  Effort,  he  drew 
feis  Bowels  ouD  through  one  of  his  Wounds,,  which,  tear- 
ing and  pulling  them  to  Pieces  with  b6th  his  Hands,,  be 
threw  amongft  his  Purfuers,  appealing  to  and  invoking 
the  Divine  Vengeance  to  faU  upon  their  Heads. 

Of  all  Violences  done  to  the  Confcience,  that  done  Xio 
Ms  "of  Fh'  ^^^  Chaftity  of  Women  is,r  in  my  Opinion, 
i^nce  ccrnmhied  the  moft  difficuk  to  efcape,  forafmuch  as  there 
<te  ibe  Qhafihy  is  a  natural  Mixture  of  corporeal  Pleafure  in  it ;: 
of  iVomcn.        ^^  f^^  jj^J3  q^^^^  ^^^  Diflcnt  from  it  cannot 

be  perfeft  enough,  and  in  the  Party  forced  therg  feems  ta 
be  lomc  Mixture  of  the  Will.  The  ecclcfiaftical  Hi(lo-> 
ry  makes  reverent  Mention  of  many  Inftanges- of  devo^it 
.Women,  who-  have  embraeedr  Death  to  be  fecure  ftx>m' 
fhe  Outrages  ready  to  be  committed  by  Tyrants,  againft 
ifhcit  ReHgion  and  Confcience.  Pelagia  and  Sophronia 
were  both  canonifcd,  the  ftrft  of  whom  threw  herfelf,  with 
her  Mother  and  Sifters,  into  a  River,  to  avoid  being  forced 
by  fome  Soldiers  •,  and  the  laft  alfo  kiUed  herfelf,  to  avoid 
being  ravifhed  by  Maxentius  the  Emperor. 

It  may,  peradventure^  be  reck-owrd  an  Honow  tb  us,  ii> 
A  certain  Jk-  futiKc  Ages,  that  a  learned  Author  of  the  pre- 
ihprMffuades  fent,.  and  particularly  a  Pariftan^  would  fain 
f.^'?£'r   pei^ruade  the  Ladies  of  pur  Time  to  take  any 

putting  them-       ^  %       r^        r  11  •       •  ^ 

felves  to  Death  ouKt  Lotirle,  rather  than  once  to  entertain  the 
.forFearofa  .  horrid  Thought  of  iiich  a  defperate  A6tion* 
.Ravijhmcnt.  J  ^m  forry  he  had  never  heard  (that  he  might 
have  uny:tdk  it  with  his  other  Tales)  the  remarkable  Say- 
ing of  a  Woman^  which  was  told  me  at  Tholoufe^  who  had 
pafied  thro'  the  handling  of  fome  Soldiers :  God  bepraifed^ 
laid  (lie  j  that  orice^  at  leaji^  in  my  lAfe^  I  have  bad  my  Szvill 
Without  Sin.  Indeed,  our  French  Ladies  are  too  good- 
natured  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  Cruelty  to  themfelves  •,  and, 
God  be  thanked,  our  Air  is  thoroughly  purged  of  it  fince 
2  this 


Ch.  III.      7i&<  Cufiom  of. the  JJle  of  Cea."  ,35 

this  good  Advice  :  According  to  the  Rule  of  hofteft  •Jkfa- 
rotj  'tis  enough  that  they  fay  No^  when  they  do  it. 

Hiftory  abounds  with  Inftances  of  Perfons  that  haye, 
a  thouiand  Forms^  exchanged  a  melancholy   Death  frefir- 
Life  fbrDea^h.   Ijujcms  ^  Jruniius  killed  him-    red  to  a  mrfe- 
fclf,  for  the  Sake,  as  be /aid,  of  flying  from   ^^^-^^'Z'- 
Deeds  palt  and  to  conte.     Granus  Silvanus^  and  Statins 
Proxitntis^  after  beiAg;  pardoned ""  by  Nerp^  killed  them- 
felves,  either  becaufe  they  could  not  bear  to  think  they 
owed  their  Lives  to  the  Pardon  of  ib  wicked  a  Man,  or 
that  they  might  not  be  troubled  another  Time  to  follicit 
a  iecond  Pardon,  coniidering  how  apt  he  was  to  enter- 
tain Sufpicions,   and   receive*  Accufations  againfi:  Men 
of  Probity.     Spargapizes^  the  Son  of  Queen  Tomyris,  be- 
ing taken  *  Prifoner  of  War  by  Cyrus^  made  Ufe  of  the 
firft  Favour  which  Cyrus  granted  him  to  be  unbound,  in 
killing  himfelf,  having  propofed  no  other  Benefit  from  his 
Liberty  than  to  be  revenged  on  himfelf  for  the  Difgrace  of 
being  taken.     Bogez%  Governor  in  Ionia  for  King  Xerxes^ 
being  '  befieged  by  the  Jtbenian  Army,  •  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Cimoni  refufed  the  Offer  made  him,  that,  if  he 
would  capitulate,  he  ihould*return,  in  Safety,  with  all  his 
Wealth,  to  Afia  ;  not  having  Patience  to  furvive  the  Lofs  % 
<rf'a  Place  which  hisJ^after  had  given  him  to  keep  *,  there- 
fore after  having  defended  his  City  to  the  laft  Extremity, 
ib  that  there  was  no  Food  left  to  eat,  he  firfl:  threw  all  his 
Gold  inix)  the  River  Strymon^  together  with  every  Thing 
dfe,  of  which  he  thought  the  Enemy  would  make  good 
Prize :    And  then  having  ordered  a  great  Pile  of  Wood 
to  be  fet  on  Fire,  and  the  Throats  of  all  the  Women, 
Children,  Concubines,  and  Servants  to  be  cut,  he  cafl 
their  Bodies  into  the  Flames,  and  then  leaped  in  him- 

D  2  Nitia^ 

■  In  an  Epigram,  intided^  Tm  and  Nayy  which  begins,  Un  doux  Nimy 
^nm  Mil  doux,  Sourirt^  L  e.  One  foft  Nay^  Nay^  wiifh  a  fimpering  Smile. 

"  Having  ipoke  thus,  .like  a  Prophet,  he  cut  his  Veins,  lacit  An- 
isL  lib.  vi. 

^  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xw,  ■  *  Herodot.  lib.  i  pu  9S.  -^^  Idem, 
IBx  viL  p.  47J, 
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Ninacbetuen^  an  Indian  Nobleman,  having  the  firft  Intelli* 
Remarkable  g^^ce  of  thc  Portugucfe  Viccfoy's  I>eterminatioii 
Death  of  an  to  turn  him  out  or  an  Office  which  he  had 
Indian  of  m  Malacea^  without  any  apparent  Cauie,  and 
%«/i/>  tagive  it  to  the  King  of  Campary  fornned  this. 
Refolutioh  in  his  own  Mind :  He  caufed  a.  Scaffold  to  be 
eredted  on  Pilkrs,  which  was  not  fo  broad  as  long,  and 
royally  adorned  with  Tapeftry,  and  Abundance  of  Flow- 
ers and  Perfumes  ;  and  then  having  put  on  a  Robe  of 
Cloth  of  Gold,  inriched  with  a  great  Numbef  of  coftly 
Jewels,  he  went  out  into  thc  Street,  and  mounted^  by 
Steps,  to  the  Scaffold,  in  one  Corner  oi  which  there  was 
a  Pile  of  aromatic  Wood  lighted.  Tlie  People  flocking 
to  fee  to  what  End  thefe  unufual  Preparations  .were  made, 
Ninachetuen^  with  a  bold  difcontented  Countenance,  re- 
monftrated  how  much  the  Portuguefe  Nation  had  been 
obliged  to  him ;  with  what  Fidelity  he  had  behaved  in  his 
Office  ;  that  having  fo  often.  Sword  in  Hand,  teftified, 
i»  the  Behalf  of  another,  that  Honour  was  much  dearer 
to  him  than  Life,  he  would  not  abandon  his  Concern  for 
it  in  his  ownCaufc  ;  that.  Fortune  having  denied  him  all 
the  Means  of  oppofmg  the  Injury  intended  to  be  done  to 
'  him,  he  had  Courage  to  free  himfelf,  at  kaft,  from  thc 
feeling  of  it,  and  not  ferve  as  a  Jeft  to  thc  Populace,  nor 
for  a  Triumph  to  Men  of  lefs  Worth  than  himfelf ;  which 
having  faid,  he  leaped  into  the  Fire. 

Sex^ilia  \  the  Wife  of  ScauruSy  and  Paxea,  the  Wife 
^     ^.  of  Labeoy  in  order  to  encourage  their  Huf- 

^^opulThcfH'  bands  to  avoid  theDangers  that  preffed  upon 
/elves  to  Deaths  them,  wherein  they  had  no  Share  but  for  thc 
t»  encourage  Sake  of  conjugal  Affeftidn,  voluntarily  en- 
fy^ffc^    gaged  their  own  Lives,  to  ferve  them  for  an 

to  do  thejame,      ?.  °         i  j  ^  '    .       ,  .  ,.  t 

Example  and  Company  m  this  extreme  Nc-. 
ccfljty.  What  they  did  for  their  Hufbands,  Cocceius  Ner- 
va  did  for  his  Country,  with  equal  Affeftion,  tho*  not  fo 
much  to  Advantage.  This  great  Lawyer,  flourifhing  in 
Health,  Wealth,  Reputation,  and  Credit  with  the  «  Em-* 
peror,  had  no  other  Motive  to  kill  himfelf,  but  mere 
Compaflion  of  the  miferable  State  of  the  Roman  Republic. 

Nothing 
^  Taciu  AfuiaL  lib.  vL        «  Ibid. 
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Nothing  could  be  more  decent  than  the  Death  of  the 
Wife  of  tulvius^  who  was  a  Favourite  oi  Jsu-    The  decent 
guftus.  This  Emperor  haying  difcovered  that   ^^a^  ofFvA^ 
he  had  blabbed  an  impoVtant  Secret  which    ^^^^^ifi- 
he  had  coqimitted  to  him,  be  frowned  upon  him  the  next 
Morning  that  he  came  to  attend  him ;  upon  which  he  re- 
turned Home  full  of  Defpair,  and  told  his  Wife,  with 
Sorrow,  what  a  Misfortune  he  had  fallen  into,  and  that 
he  was  refolved  to  kill  himfelf.     To  which  fhe  made  an- 
fever,  very  frankly,   '27j  **  but  Rijofan  you  Jhould^  fince  you 
have^  often  enough^  experienced  the  Incaminmcf  ofn»y  STof^gut^ 
md  could  not  take  JVaming :  £ut^  .bold^  let  me.  kill  tnyfelffitfi ; 
and,  without  any  more  Difpute,  fhe  ran  herfelf  thro'  the 
Body  with  a  Sword. 

Vibius  Vimis^  finding  that  his  City,  befieged  by  the 
Romans^  could  hold  out  no  longer^  and  that    <^^  j^^^^j^  ^v. 
Jie  had  no  Mercy  to  hope  for  from  the  Be-    V'\\m%yaHd<f 
fiegers,  determined,  after  many  Remonftran-    t^nty*Jin:en 
ces  on  the  Subjeft,  in  the  laft  Affembly  of   ^^J^'^''  'f 
their  Senate,,  that  the  nobleft  Way  to  efcape      ^^^** 
their  Fate  was  to  do  it  by  their  own  *  Hands,  telling 
them,  that  the  Enemy  would  honour  them  for  it,  and 
Hannibal  would  be  fenfihle  what  a  Number  of  faithful 
Fr^iends  he  had. abandoned-:    He  concluded  with  an  Jnvi- 
tation  to  thofe  who  were  o£  his  Opinion,  to  go  and  par- 
take -of  a  good  Supper  which  he  had  ready  at  Home, 
where,  after  they  had  eat  heartily,  they  fliould  drink  to-' 
gether  of  a  Beverage  he  had  .prepared,  a  certain  Liquor 
which  would  free  the  Body  from  ^  Torment,  the  Mind 
from  Anguifli,  and  the  Eyes  and  Ears  from  feeing  and 
hearing  all  the  bitter  and  fcandalous  Reproaches  and  In- 
juries which  the  Vanquiflfied  had  to  eocped:  from  the  in- 
r^ged  and  cruel  Conqueror.     I  have,  faid  he^  taken  Care 
chat  there  fhall  be  a  Funeral  Pile  before  my  Houfe,  and 
that,  as  foon  as  we  are  expired,  there  fliall  be  proper  Per- 
fons  ready  to  caft  our  Bodies  into  it.    There  were  enough 
who  approved  of  this  noble  Refolution^  bur  few  who  imi- 
tated it,     Twenty-feven  Senators  followed  him,  who,  af- 

D  3  ter 

^  Plutarch  of  Loquacity,  ch.  ix.         *  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  :cx\'i.  c  13,  i^^  i<^, 
'^  lit.  Liv.  lib.  xxvL  c.  13.  s 
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tcr  having  tried  to  drown  this  melancholy  Thought  in 
Wine,  ended  the  Feaft  with  this  mortal  Mels,  and  em- 
bracing one  another,  after  having  jointly  bewailed  the 
Misfortunfe  of  their  Country,  fomc  returned  to  their  own 
Houfes,  others  (laid  to  be  burned  in  the  fame  Flames 
with  VibiuSy  in  which  they  were  all  fo  long  a  dyings  (the 
Vapour  of  the  Wine  having  filled  all  their  Vcins^  and  rcr 
tarding  the  Effeft  of  the  Poifon)  that  fome  of  them  were 
almofi:  within  an  Hour  of  feeing  the  Enemy  enter  Capua^ 
which  was  taken  the  very  next  Morning  -,  and  of  fufFering 
the  M iferies  which  they  had  paid  fo  dearly  for  efcaping* 

'Taurea  Jubellm^  another  Citizen  of  Capua  \  when  /'W/- 
the  inhuman  ^^^^  '^^^  Conful,  returned  from  the  fhameful 
Crueby  ofVxA-  Butchcry  he  had  made  of  two  hundred  and 
vius  the  Ro-  twenty-five  Senators,  called  him  back  un- 
man ConfiJ.  •  dauntedly  by  his  Name,  and  having  made 
him  (lop.  Give  the  JVord^  faid  he  ",  that  I  alfo  may  bt  dif^ 
patched  after  theMaffacre  af  fo  many  other s^  when  thou  majejt 
boaji  of  having  killed  a  much  Jiouter  Man  than  thyfelf 

Fulvius  fcorning  him  as  a  Man  out  of  hi^  Senfes,  and 
having,  that  very  Inftant,  received  Letters  from  Rornt^  dif- 
approving  of  the  Inhumanity  of  his  "*  Execution,  which  re- 
training his  Hands  from  ibedding  more  Blood ;  JubeUiui 
then  proceeded,  faying,  *  My  Country  being  now  taken,. 

*  my  Neighbours  and  Friends  kifl,  and  as  I  have  killed  my 

*  Wife  and  Children  with  my  own  Hand,  to  fave  them 

*  from  fufFering  any  Indignities,  but  am  denied  the  fame 

*  Fate  as  my  JBellow-Citizens,  my  Fortitude  fhall  be  re- 

*  venged  on  this  hateful  Life : '  And  drawing  out  a  Dag- 
ger which  he  had  concealed  about  him,  he  plunged  it  into 
his  own  Breaft,  and  fell  down  dead  at  the  Conful's  Feet. 

The  Inhabitants  of  a  City  in  the  Indies  that  was  be- 
Indians  ^who  ficged  by  Alexander^  being  very  much  preflcd, 
burnt  them-  put  on  a  vigorous  Refolution  to  deprive  him 
f/^r  cu'  '"^  ^^'  ^^^  Pleafure  of  this  Conqueft,  and  burned 
^"^hen  bejiegcd  themfelves  in  general,  together  with  **  their 
i^Alcxandcr  Town,  in  Spite  of  his  Humanity.  A  new 
tht  Gicat^        kind  of  War  this,  where  the  Enemy  ftrove  to 

fave 

^  Or  Campania,     Titus  Litius  cslWs  him  CampaJutSf  lib.  xxvi.  c.  IC. 

«  Id.  ibid.        «  Id.  ibid.        •  Diod.  of  Sicil.  lib.  xvii.  c.  18. 
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ifave  them,  and  they  to  deftroy  thecnfelves,  by  doing  every 
Thing  to  make  themfelves  fure  of  Death,  which  Men  do 
to  fecurc  Life. 

The  Inhabitants  oiJftapa^  in  Spain^  finding  their  Walls 
.and  other  Defence,  too  weak  to  hold  out  a-    The  predtitam 
gainft  the  Romans^  made  one  Heap  of  all  their    Death  of  the 
Wealth  and  Furniture ;  and  having  put  .all    inhabitoMis  of 
the  Women. and  Children ;upon  it,  and  jiir-    Aftapa,  in 
rounded  it  with  Wood  and  other  Combufti-     ^^* 
bles  fit  to  make  a  fudden  Blaze,  and  Jeft  fifty  of  their 
joung  Men  to  put  their  Defign  in  Execution,  they  made 
a  Salley,  in  which,  according  to^their  Wifli,  for  want  of 
the  Power  to  defeat  the  Befieger^,  the^y  caufed  themfelvci 
to  be  every  Man  (lain^:  Then  the  fifty  young  Men,  after 
having  maflacred  every  living  Soul  in  the  Town,  and  itt 
fire  to  the  Heap,  threw  themfelves  into  .it,  with  ^  their 
Arms,  thereby  putGng  an  End  to  their  generous  Spirit  of 
Xiberty,  rather  in  an  infenfible  than  in  a  forrowful  ancf 
.difgracefeil  Condition  ;  .and  demonftrating  to  the  Enemy, 
that,  if  Fortune  had.fopleafed,  they  had  as  well  the  Cou- 
rage to  have  xobbcd  them  of  the  A^idory,  as  they  had  to 
.fruftrate  and  render  it  dreadful,  nay,  and  ^  mortal  to 
.thofe,  who,  allured  by  the  Splendor  of  the  melted  Gold 
)running  in  the  Fire,  burned  in  iijch  Numbers  to  catch  it, 
that  fome  were  burnt^  and. others. fofFocated,  being  pulh- 
cd  too  near  the  Flames  by  the  Throng  of  thofe  behind 
i^hem,  who  were  equally  greedy  tofnatch  the  fhining  Ore. 

The  Ahydeansy  when.prefled  hard  by  King  Philips  took 

the  fame  Rcfolution,  but  were  fo  curbed  that    The  rajb Death 

-they  could  not  execu^  it ;  for  the  King,  who    of  the  Aby- 

xould  not  think  of  an  A6t  of  fuch  Precipi-    ^^^*'^- 

tancy  without  Abhorrence,  (the  T/eafure  and  Furniture 

which  they  had  condemned,,  partly  to  Fire,  and  partly  to 

'Water,  being '  firft.fcized). drawing  his  Soldiers  off,  grant- 

-cd  them   three  Days  to  kill  themfelves  with  the  more 

,Eafe  and  Decency.     This  Time  they  filled  with  bloody 

Murders,  beyond  all  hoftile  Cruelty,  inlbmuch  that  there 

was..fcarce  a  fingle   Perfon   left  alive,    who  was  able 

D  4  to 

..  *  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  xxvUl  c.  22,  23-         ^  Id.  ibid.  c.  23*        ;'  Id.  lib. 
Mxxxi.  c.  17,  18. 
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to  difpofe  of  himfelf  as  he  pleafed.  There  are  infinite 
Examples  of  like  popular  Conclufions,  y/hich  feem  to  be 
the  more  cruel  by  how  much  the  Effeft  of  them  is  the 
more  univerfaK  and  yet,  in  Reality,  are  lefs  cruel  than 
fuch  as  are  particular.  The  Judgments  of  private  Perfons 
are  fo  captivated  by  the  Charms  of  Society,  that  Reaibn 
wll  have  that  Weight  with  all  in  general,  which  it  trould 
not  have  with  Individuals. 

The  condemned  Perfons  in  the  Reign  of  Tiberius^  who 
Death  defired  ^^P^  themfelves  alive  till  they  fuffered  Death  by 
/or  the  Hopes  the  Hands  of  the  Executioner,  forfeited  their 
^  cf  a  greaia   Eftatcs,  and  were  deprived  of  Burial :   They 
Oood.  ^,j^Q   faved    the   Executioner   a  Labour,    by 

executing  '  themfelves,  were  interred,  and  might  make 
a  Will.  But  Death  is  alfo  defired,  fometimes,  for  the 
^opes  of  a  greater  Good.  /  defirCj  faid  St.  PauU  to  de- 
fart  \  and  to  be  with  Chrijl :  And,  ffliojhall  loofe  me  from 
thefe  Bands  ?  Cleombrotus  Ambraciotay  having  read  Plat 6^% 
Phadon^  thirfted  fo  much  after  the  Life  to  come,  that,  fojr 
no  "  other  Caufe,  he  threw  himfelf  into  the  Sea.  From 
hence  it  appears,  with  what  Impropriety  we  affix  the  Term 
Defpair  to  that  voluntary  Diflblution  of  ourfclves,  to  which 
the  Eagernefs  of  Hope  does  often  excite  us,  and  as  often 
a  fedate  and  fettled  Inclination  of  the  Judgment. 

^atilts  Cbajiely  Bifhop  of  SoiJfonSy  in  St.  Lewises  Expedi- 
The  -vcJmtary  ^^"^^  beyond  the  Seas,  feeing  the  King  and 
Death  of  the  whole  Army  on  the  Point  of  returning 
James  ChaHel,  to  France^  he  left  the  Affairs  of  Religion 
£ijhof  of  Soi{-   imperfeft,  took  a  Refolution  rather  to  go 

to  Paradife  j  and,  having  bid  Adieu  to  his 
Friends,  he  ruflicd  alone,  in  the  Sight  of  every  one,  upon 
the  Enemy's  Army,  and  was  prefently  cut  to  Pieces. 
In  a  certain  Kingdom  of  the  new-difcovered  World,  up- 
on a  Day  of  folemn  Proceffion,  when  the  Idol  they  adore 
is  drawn  about  in  Public  on  a  Chariot  of  furprifing  Gran- 
deur, feveral  are  then  feen  cutting  off  Slices  of  their  Flefti 
to  offer  to  it  -,  befides  a  Number  of  others  who  proftratc 
themfelves  as  it  goes  along,  caufing  themfelves  to  be  broke 

and 

•  Tacit.  Annol.  lib.  vi.        «  PliL  ch.  i,  v,  23.        «  Cic.  Tufc.  Qu*{l. 
hb.  I.  c.  34.  .  2  * 
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and  ground  to  Pieces  under  the  mafTy  Wheels,  in  order, 
by  their  Death,  to  obtain  the  Veneratbn  of  Sandicy,  which 
is  accordingly  paid  them.  This  Death  of  the  faid  Biihop, 
with  his  Sword  in  his  Hand,  has  more  Bravery  in  it,  and 
lefs  Senfation,  the  Heat  of  the  Battle  ilifling  the  latter  ia 
fome  Meafure. 

There  are  certain  Governments  which  have  taken  upon 
them  to  regulate  the  Juftice  and  proper  Time 
of  voluntary  Deaths.     A  Poifon  prepared   S^^"^ 
from  Hemlock,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Pub-  fMUExpaue^ 
lie,  was  kept,  in  Times  paft,  in  our  City  ^  of  y^  M^  ^ 
Marfeilks,  for  all  w:ho  had  a  mind  to  haften   ^'^^^ 
their  latter  End,  after  they  had  produced  the        ^  J^v    * 
Reafons  for  their  Defign  to  the  Six  hundred  who  com* 
pofed  their  Senate ;  nor  was  it  lawful  for  any  Perfon  to 
lay  Hands  upon  himfelf,  otherwife  than  by  Leave  of  the 
Magiftracy,  and  upon  juft  Occafions. 

This  was  a  Law  alfo  in  other  Places.    As  Stxtus  Pom- 
/rfi/^  was  going  to  jifia,  he  touched  at  Cea,    ^^ 
an  Ifland  01  Negropont  %  and,  whilft  he  was    Death  0/ a 
there,  it  accidentally  happened,  (as  we  have    i^oman  tAfbo 
it  from  one  *  who  was  with  him)  that  a  La*  M^d  her/elf 
dy  bf  great  Authority  having  given  an  Ac-    '*   *  '^' 
count  to  her  Countrymen,  why  Ihe  was  refolved  to  put  z%^ 
End  to  her  Life,  defired  Pompeius  to  be  prefent  at  h^ 
Death,  to  render  it  the  more  honourable,  which  he  was  | 
and  having  a  long  Time  tried,  to  no  Purpofe,  all  the 
Force  of  Eloquence   (of  which  he  was  Mafter  in  a  won- 
derful Degree)  to  diffuade  her  from  her  Purpofe,  he;  at 
length,  fufFered  her  to  take  her  own  Courfe.     She  was  a- 
bove  ninety  Years  of  Age,  in  a  very  happy  State  both  of 
Body  and  Mind  ;  but  was,  at  that  Time,  lain  down  upon 
her  Bed  better  drefled  than  ufual,   and  leaning  on  her 
Elbow.     •  The  Gods,  Jaid  Jhe^  JO  Sextus  Pompeius^  and 

*  rather  thofe  I  leave,  than  thofe  I  go  to  feek,  take  it  well 

*  at  thy  Hands,  that  thou  haft  not  difdained  to  be  both 

*  the  Counfellor  of  Life  to  me,  and  the  Witnefs  of  mf 

*  Death. 

^  Valerius  Maximus,  lib.  ij.  e.  6.  de  cxtemis  InHitutis,  fedl.  7. 

'  VaUrius  Maximtts  hiin/elf,  from  whom  the  whole  Nanativc  is  takeB. 


4^  MontaigneV  Effayi^  Book.'SL 

*  Death.    For  my  own  Part,  as  I  have  always  had  the 

*  Experience  of  the  Smiles  of  Fortune,  for  Fear  left  the 

*  Defire  of  living  too  long  may  make  her  frown  upon  me^ 
^  I  am  goingt  by  a  happy  Period,  to  difmifs  the  Remains 
^  of  my,  Soul,  leaving  behind  me  two  Daughters  of  my 

*  Body,  and  a  Legion  of  Grand-children.'  Having  faid 
this,  and  given  fome  Exhortations  to  her  Family  to  live  ia 
Peace  and  Union,  divided  her  Eftate  amongft  them,  and 
recommended  her  eldeft  Daughter  to  the  Protection  of  the 
tlomeftic  Gods ;  (he  boldly  took  the  Cup  in  her  Hand,  ia 
which  was  the  Poifon<  and  having  made  her  Vows  to  Mer^ 
4Ufyy  accompanied  with  Prayers  that  he  would  condudk 
her  to  fome  happy  Seat  in  the  6ther  World,  ffae  toiled  off 
the  mortal  Beverage.  She  then  entertained  the  Company 
with  the  Progrefs  of  its  Operation  ;  and  as  the  Parts  oc 
her  Body  were  ieized  with  a  Chilnefs,  one  after  another^ 
ihe  told  them,  at  length,  it  had  reached  her  Heart .  and 
Bowek ;  and  then  called  her  Daughters  to  do  the  laft  Of- 
I5ce  for  her^  and  to  clofe  her  Eyes. 

Ptinf  tells  us  of  a  certain  Hyperborean  Country,  where» 
'Thi  vJtmtary'  ^  rcafon  of  the  mild  Temperature  of  the 
Death  ^  the  Air,  the  Inhabitants  rarely  end  their  Lives 
Hyperbo-  but  by  the  voluntary  Surrender  of  them  ;  in- 
^V"^  afmuch,  that,  when  they  are  weary  and  fur-. 

iUted  with  Life,  *tis-iifual  for  them,  after  they  have  lived 
to  a  good  old  Ase,  to  make  a  fumptuous  Feail,  and  then 
CO  throw  themfelves  into  the  Sea,  from  a  certain  Rock 
deftined  to  that  Service.  Pain,  and  the  Fear  of  a  worie 
Death,  feem  to  me  to  be  the  mofl:  eKcufable  Induce*-, 
ments  *. 

ti  J^fin.  Nat  Hiil.  lib.  vr.  t.\z. 

t 
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CHAR    IV. 

To*morrow  is  a  New  Day. 

OF  all  our  French  Writers,  James  Jmat^  in  my  Opi- 
nion, deferves  the  Palm  %  not  only  for  the  Pro* 
pricty  and  Purity  of  his  Language,  in  which  ^  EUvimm  m 
he  furpafles  all  others ;  nor  for  his  conftant  she  LM^mgi 
Perfeverancc  in  fo  long  a  Labour  ;  nor  for  c/Aalat^  ^ 
the  Depth  of  his  Knowledge,  having  fo  hap-  ^^^-^^  ^ 
pily  unravelled  the  Intricacies  of  fo  difficult  ^^^^ 
an  Author ;  (for  People  may  fay  what  they  pleafe,  though 
I  underftand  nothing  of  'Greeks  yet  I  perceive  a  Senie 
fo  well  connedted  and  maintained  throughout  his  whole 
TranQation,  that  furely  he  muft  have  perfedly  knowa 
the  Author's  true  Thoughts^  or,  by  being  long  convcr* 
iaot  with  him,  muft  have  had  a  general  Idea  of  Plu^ 
iarcb*s  Mind  ftrongly  imprinted  in  his  Soul,  forafmuch^ 
as  he  has  delivered  us  nothing  from  him  that  in  the  lead 
derogates  from,  or  contradids  him)  but,  above  all,  I  am 
pleafed  with  him  for  having  fingled  out  a  Book  fo  proper, 
fo  worthy  for  a  PrefeiK  to  his  Country.  W^  Dunces  had 
been  funk  in  the  Mire,  had  not  this  Book  lifted  us  out  of 
it.  By  this  Favour  of  his  we  venture  now  both  to  fpeak 
and  write.  The  very  Ladies  read  it  to  the  School- mafters. 
*Tis  our  Breviary.  If  this  good  Man  be  yet  living,  I 
would  recommend  him  to  do  as  much  by  Xenopbon^. 
'Tis  a  more  eafy  Taflc  than  the  other,  and  there- 
fore more  proper  for  a  Gentleman  fo  far  advanced  ia 
Years.  And  then  I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  methinks, 
though  he  very  brifkly  and  clearly  recovers  himfclf  when 
he  has  made  a  Trip,  yet  his  Stile  is  more  his  own,  when 
it  is  not  embarrafled,  and  runs  fmoothly  on. 

I  was  juft  now  reading  that  PafTage  in  Plu^arcb^ymhext 
he  fays  of  himfelf,  that  RufticuSy  while  prefent  Cmiofiygrtu^ 
at  a  Declamation  of  his  at  Rjome^  received  a   ^f^^  ^^ww. 

Pacquet 

»  To  this,  I  think,  ftiould  be  added,  that  JmioU  W  his  Tranflation  of* 
i^luforchy  has  not  only  polifhcd,  but  even  inrichcd  our  Language, 
•  In  tlie  Treatiie  of  Cmiofit)^  ch.  14.  Jmkt^%  Trmflatiovu 
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Pacquet  from  the  Emperor,   but  delayed  to  open  it  till 
all  was  ended ;  for  which,  faid  be^  the  whole  Audience 
highly  applauded  this  Perfon's  Gravity.     'Tis  true,  that 
as  I  am  on  the  Subje6t  of  Curiofity,  and  that  eager  and 
ravenous  Appetite  for  News,  which  makes  us,  with  fo 
much  Ifldifcretion  and  Impatience,  abandon  every  Thing 
to  entertain  a  Novelty,  and,  without  any  manner  of  Rc- 
ilpeft  or  Civility,  break  open,  in  what  Company  foever^ 
ail  X^etters  that  are  brought  to  us,  he  had  Reafon  to  ap- 
plaud the  Gravity  of  Rufticus  upon  this  Occafion,  and 
mighty  moreover,  have  commended  his  Civility  and  Cour- 
tcfy  in  not  interrupting  the  Courfe  of  his  Declamation. 
But  I  doubt  whether  his  Prudence  is  to  be  commended, 
for,  as  the  Letters  came  to  him  utiexpeded,  andefpecially 
from  an  Emperor,  it  might  have  fallen  out  that  the  de- 
ferring to  read  them  would  have  been  very  prejudicial. 
Negligence  the    The  Vice  oppofite  to  Curiofity  is  IndifFerency 
€ppofiu  Viu  ta    or  Negligence,  to  which  I  certainly  have  a 
Curiofity.         natural  Propenfity  by  my  Conftitution,  and 
CO  which  I  have  feen  fome  Men  fo  extremely  addicted, 
that  they  have  kept  Letters  in  their  Pockets,  unopened, 
for  three  or  four  Days  together*     I  never  open  any  Let- 
ters, neither  thofe  committed  to  my  Care,  nor  thofe  which 
^afs  thmu^h  my  Hands  by  Accident ;  and.  I  am  uneafy 
with  myfeif,  if  my  Eyes  inadvertently  catch  any  Contents 
of  Letters  of  Importance  that  a  great  Man  is  reading 
when  I  am  clofe  by  him.     Never  was  a  Man  lefs  inquifi- 
tive,  or  lefs  prying  into  other  People's  Affairs. 
•   In  our  Fathers  Days,  M.  de  Boutieres  had  like  to  have 
The  reading  of  ^^^  "Turin^  becaufe,  being  in  good  Company 
letters  ought      at  Supper,  he  deferred  to  read  an  Advertiic- 
wtfoieJe-     ment  which  was  fent  him  of  the  Treafon 
/erred.  ^Y\^^  ^^^  plotted  againft  the  faid  City,  of 

which  be  was  Governor.  And  this  very  Plutarch  **  hat 
given  us  to  ii«derftand,  that  Julius  Co'far  had  faved  him- 
idi^  if  he  had  read  a  Paper  that  was  prefented  to  him  at, 
he  went  to  the  Senate,  on  that  v^ry  Day  he  was  killed  by- 
the  Confpirators.  He  alfo  tells  the  Story  c^  Archias^  the 
Tyrant  oi  Thebes j  that,  the  Night  before  FtlcpiJ^s. put  his 

PJoi^ 

^  In  the  laiic^of  jfu/iifs  Cr/itTy  c.  17. 
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Plot  into  ExecUf ioD  for  killing  him  in  order  to  refiore 
his  Country's  Liberty,  he  had  a  circumftantial  Account 
of  the  whole  Confpiracy  fent  him  in  Writing  by  another 
jircinas^  an  Atbmiianj  and  that,  the  Pacquet  having  beea 
delivered  to  him  while  he.  fat  at  Supper,  he  *"  deferred  the 
Opening  of  it,  faying,  what  afterwai'ds  turned  to  a  Pro«^ 
verb  in  Greece^  ^To-morrGW  is  a  New  Day.  A  wife  Man 
may,  in  my  Opinion,  for  the  Sake  of  another  Perfon,  ci* 
ther  for  Fear,  like  RufiicuSy  of  indecently  diiiurbing  the 
Company,  or  of  breaking  oiF  another  Affair  of  Import- 
ance, put  off  the  reading  or  hearing  any  new  Thing  that 
is  brought  to  him ;  but  if  a  Man, .  for  his  own  particular 
Jncereft  or  Pleafure,  even  though  he  holds  a  public  Of- 
fice, will  not  interrupt  his  Dinner,  nor  be  awaked  out  of 
his  Nap,  he  is  inexcufable. 

r  And  there  was  anciently,  at  Rome^  the  Confular  Placep 
which  they  called  the  moft  honourable,  at  neCmfdar 
Table,  for  being  a  Seat  which  had  moft  Fta^mTalU 
Scope,  and  was  of  the  caficft  Accefs  to  thofe  ^^«^^£^ 
who  came  to  fpeak  with  him  who  was  placed 
in  it  i  which  is  a  Proof  that  though  they  were  at  Table 
they  did  not  abandon  the  Concern  for  other  Affairs  and 
Incidents.  BUt,  when  ail  is  faid  that  can  be  faid,  'tis  ve- 
ry difficult,  in  human  Adions,  to  prefcribe  fo  juft  a  Rule« 
by  rational  Arguments,  that  Fortune  will  not  lAaintaia 
her  Right  in  them. 


C  H  A  P.    V. 
Of  C  O  N  S  C  I  E  N  C  E. 

AS  I  was  travelling  one  Day,  during  the  Civil  Wars, 
with  my  Brother  the  Sieur  de  la  BrouJJe^  we  met  ^ 
Gentleman  of  good  Fafliion,  who  was  of  the  Of  the  Ptnutr 
contrary  Party  to  us,  though  I  knew  nothing  9f  Confdena. 
of  it,  for  he  pretended  to  be  of  ours  :  And  the  Mifchief 
on*t  is,  that,  in  Wars  of  this  Sort,  the  Cards  are  fo  Ihuf- 
fled,  your  Enemy  not  being  diftinguilhed  from .  yourfelf 
by  any  apparent  Mark,  cither  of  Language  or  Carriage, 

being; 
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being  bred  up  under  the  fame  Laws,  Air,  and  Manners, 
that  'tis  difficult  to  avoid  Diibrder  and  Confufion.  This 
made  me  afraid,  myfelf,  of  meeting  with  any  of  our 
Troops  in  a  Place  where  I  was  not  known,  that  I  might 
not  be  forced  to  tell  my  Name,  and  for  Fear  of  fome* 
thing  worie,  perhaps,  as  happened  to  me  once,  when,  by 
by  fuch  a  Miilake,  I  loft  both  Men  and  Hcdes  \  and, 
amongft  others,  an  Italian^  my  Page,  whom  I  had  bred 
up  with  Care,  was  miferably  killed,  a  fine  L*ad,  and  one 
that  was  very  promifing.  But  the  Gentleman  we  met  had 
io  ftrange  a  Terror  upon  him,  and  was  fo  mortified  at 
the  meeting  with  any  Horfe-men,  and  travelling  through 
Towns  which  held  out  for  the  King,  that  I,  at  length, 
guefled  he  was  alarmed  l^  his  Confcience.  The  poor 
Man  feemed  to  be  in  fuch  a  Condition,  that^  throi^h  his 
Vizor,  and  the  Crofles  on  his  Caflbck,  one  might  have 
penetrated  into  his  Bofom,  and  read  his  fecret  Intentions. 
So  wondeiful  is  the  Force  of  Confcience,  that  it  makes 
us  betray,  accufe,  and  fight  with  ourfelves.;  and,  for 
Want  of  other  Evidence,  to  give  Teftimony  againft  our* 
ielveS: 

Occultum  quaiiens  ammo  tort  ore  flagellum  \ 

•I.  e. 

» 

Confcience,  the  SouVs  Tormentor,  does,  unfeen; 
Brandifh  and  Ihake  a  hidden  Scourge  within* 

The  Tale  that  follows  is  in  the  Mouths  of  Children  • 
Bejfusj  a  P^ohianj  being  reproached  with  having  wanton- 
ly pulled  down  a  Sparrow's  '  Neft,  and  killed  the  young 
ones,  faid  he  had  Reafon  for  it,  becaufe  thofe  Jittle  Birds 
Stratige  Di/co-  Were  continually  chattering  a  Falfhood,.  that 
nferyofaPar-  he  had  murder'd  his  Father.  This  Parricide 
nciJe.  Yi2i^^  till  then,   been  undifcovered  and  un- 

known, but  the  revengeful  Furies  of  his  Confcience  caufed 
it  to  be  difcovered  by  himfelf,  who  was  juftly  to  fufFer 
for  it. 

Hefiod 

Sat.  xiii.  v.  191;. 
Plutarch'^  Trsatife,  Why  the  DMne  JuJUet  fmitimes  difirs  thi  Pik 

mfuMHt  of  Crimes^  ch.  8. 


<  Juv. 
«  Sec  i 


•  '  ■  »  • 
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Hefiod  Gorrefts  '  Piia/^*s  Affcrtion  that  Pfm^hmeni  fid- 
lows  clofe  at  the  tJeeis  of  Sin  ;  for,  he  fays,  it  \%   fmiiflmem 
born  at  the  fame  Infbnt  with  Sin.     Whofa-   ^ww^«u««^ 
ever  expels  Punifhment  already  fufFers  it;   ^^ 
and  whofoever  has  deienred  it  expeAs  it<.  Wickedocls 
contrives  Tortures  for  icfelf : 

Malum  con/ilium  confuhon p&ffimum^ » 

He  that  ^v«  bad  Counfel  fufl^rs  moff  by  it. 

As  the  Waip  fiings  and  huns  anotber^  but  moft  of  oU  it- 
felf;   for  it  thereby  lofes  its  Sting  and  itsSuength  for 

tYQT  :  .  r 

Vitafyue  in  vulnere  ponunt ': 

iJ'  e. 

And  do  their  own  Lives  ftake 
In  the  ftnal}  Wound  they  make. 

^  The  Spanijb  fly,  or  X:antbarides^  has  tn  itfcif  feme  Par- 
ticle which,  by  the  Contrarietj^  of  its  Nature,  ferves  as  an 
Antidote  to  its  own  Poifon.  In  like  Manner,  at  thefame 
Jnftant  that  a  Man  feels  a  Pleafore  ia  Vice,  there  is  a  Scing 
at  the  Tail  of  it  in  the  Conicience*  which  tortures  us 
fleq)ing  and  waking  with  many  racking  Thoughts : 

^mppjs  uhife  muUi  per  /omnia  fiepe  hquentes^ 
Aut  morbo  delirantes^  pracre^eferaniur^ 
Et  €ilaia  diu  in  medium  peccata  dedijfe^. 

i.  €• 

The  Guilty  fddom  their  own  Coanfel  keep : 
They  either  will,  by  talking  in  their  Sleep, 
Or,  in  a  Fever  raving,  will  reveal 
Crimes  which  they  long  had  laboured  to  conceal. 

Jpolhdorus  dreamed  that  he  faw  himfelf  fleaM  by  the 
Siymans^   and  then  boiled  in  a  Cauldron  i  and  that  his 

*  Heart 

f  This  Uefle^n'  is  taken  .from  Plutttrch\  Treatifc,    Why  the  Di<vzne 
Jujlicefometimes  defers  the  Funipment  cfCrimssy  cli.  9. 

Senec  Epift.  105.  *•  Aiil.  Gell.  lib,  iv.  c.  5.  *  Virg.  Geoi^. 

lib*  iv.  vcr,  238.    . 

Mtmtaigne  aflerts  this  more  pofitively  than  Plutarchy  the  Author  from 
whom  he  took  it,  ch.  9.  ofPiufarch'9  TraSt  aboyemciitioiied. 
^  Lucres  lib.  y.  v«r.  1157,  &c. 
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Heart  muttered  thefe  Words :  I  am  the  Caufe  of  all  thefe 
Evils'^.  Epicurus  {^Lidj  No  Lurking-hole  could  bide  the  fVick- 
edj  becaufe  they  could  not  ^ure  tbemf elves  of  being  concealed^ 
nahilfi  their  Confciences  difcovered  them  to  themf elves. 

Prima  efi  hac  ultioj  quody  fe 

Judice^  nemo  nocens  abfolvitur  \ 


t.  e* 

'Tis  the  firft  Puniflimcnt  of  Sin, 


That  no  bad  Man  abfolves  himfelf  within. 

As  an  evil  Confcience  poflefles  us  with  Fear,  a  good 
The  Coffidaui  One  gives  us  AfTurance  and  Confidence.  And 
refuUingfroma  I  can  truly  fay,  I  have  faced  feveral  Dan- 
loodCottfcience.  g^^s  with  thc  luorc  Boldnefs,  in  Gonfidera- 
tion  of  the  fecret  Knowledge  I  had  of  my  own  Will,  and 
of  the  Innocency  of  my  Intentions: 

Confcia  mens  ut  cuijuefua  eftj  it  a  concipit  intr^ 
PeSora  profaSlo^  ffemgue  metumquefuo  \ 

i.  e. 

As  a  Man's  Confcience  is,  {o  Hope  within. 
Or  Fear,  prevails,  fuiting  to  his  Deiign. 

Of  this  there  are  a  thoufand  Examples,  of  which  it 
ne  confident  may  fufficc  to  produce  three  of  one  and  the 
Jnmctnty  of  fame  Pcrfou.  Scifio^  having  a  heavy  Accufa- 
^P*^*  tion  laid  againft  him  one  Day  before  thc 

People  o(  Rome^  inftead  of  excufing  himfelf,  orfootbing 
his  Judges,  //  will  well  become you^  faid  he  to  them,  to 
Jit  in  Judgment  upon  the  Man  from  whom  you  derive  the 
Power  yoit  have  to  judge  all  theJVorld  '.  And,  another  Time, 
all  the  Anfwer  he  gave  to  fome  Impeachments  brought 
againft  him  by  a  Tribune  of  the  People,  inftead  of  plead- 
ing his  Caufe,  *  Let  us  go,  faid  he^  my  Fellow-Citizens, 

*  and  give  Thanks  to  thc  Gods  for  the  Vi6tory  which  they 

•  granted  me  over  the  Carthaginians^  qys  on  this  Day '/ 

And, 

«»  This  IS  alfo  taken  from  Plutarchh  beforementioned  Treatife  of  the 
Delayof  the  Divine  Jofticey  ch.  9,  This  ApoUodorus^  who  reigned  like  a 
true  Tyrant,  was  I-LingofC^^a/r^rw,  m  Macedonia, 

n  Juv,  Sat.  xiii.  ven  2,  jj*  •  Ovid,  Faft.  lib.  1.  ver.  2  j,  26. 

^  Plutarch^  in  his  Treatife,  intitlcd,  Htnvfar  a  Man  is  aUoivea  to  praife 
himfelf t  &c.  ch.  5,         %  Valer.  Maxim,  lib.  3.  cap.  7.  in  Romanis. 
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'Andv  advancing  firft  towards  the  Temple  himfelfi  the 
whole  AfTembly,  not  excepting  his  Accufer,  followed  \n 
his  Train.  And,  ^  Petilius  having  been  inftigated  by 
Cato  to  demand  an  Account  of  the  Money  which  had  paflea 
through  his  Hands  in  the  Province  oiAntiocb^  ScipiOy  who 
came  to  the  Senate  for  this  Pufpofe,  produced  a  Book 
from  under  his  Robe,  wherein,  he  tpld  them,  was  an  ex- 
^  Account  of  his  Receipts  and  Dilburfebients  ^  but,  be* 
ing  required  to  deliver  it  to  the  Regifter,  he  refufed  it> 
faying,  he  would  not  fo  far  di%race  himfelf  i  and  he 
tore  the  Book  to  Pieces*  with  his  own  Hands  in  the  Pre- 
fence  of  the  Senate.  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  mod  feared 
Confcience  could  have  counterfeited  flich  an  AfTurance* 

*  He  had  naturally  too  high  a  Spirit,  fays  Uvy  \  and  was 

*  accuftomed  to  too  great  Fortune  to  know  how  to  be  cri- 

*  minal,  and  to  defqend  to  the  Meannefs  of  defending  his 

*  own  Innocence.* 

The  Rack  is  a  pernicious  Invention,  and  feems  to  be 
rather  a  Proof  of  a  Man's  Patience  than  of  ngj„^j^^, 
the^  Truth  ;  which  indeed  is  concealed  both  encusoftU 
by  him  who  can  bear  it,  and  by  him  who  ^acL 
cannot.  For  why  fhould  Pain  fooner  make  me  confeft 
what  is  the  real  Truth,  than  force  me  to  fay  what  is  not  ? 
And,  on  the  contrary,  if  he  who  is  not  guilty  of  that 
whereof  he  is  accufed,  has  the  Patience  to  undergo  thofe 
Torments,  why  fhould  not  he  who  is  guilty  have  as 
miich,  when  fo  fair  a  Reward  as  his  Lite  is  fct  before 
him  ?  I  imagine  that  this  Invention  owes  its  Rife  to  the 
Confideration  of  the  Power  of  Confcience,  which  feems  to 
be  affifting  to  the  Rack  to  make  the  guilty  Perfon  confefs 
his  Fault,  and  to  weaken  his  Refolution;  while,  on  the 
6ther  Hand,  it  fortifies  the  Innocent  againft  the  Torture. 
To  fay  the  Truth,  'tis  a  Remedy  full  of  Uncertainty  and 
Danger.  What  will  not  a  Man  fay,  what  will  he  not 
do,  rather  than  fuffer  fuch  a  painful  Torture  ? 

Eiiam  innocent es  cogit  mentiri  dolor ' ; 

Vol.  II.  E  1.15 

*  Th.  Lhr.  lib.  xxxviii.  q^.  54«  j^c         •  Lib.  xxxvili.  cap.  52. 
<  EKMimisPubliaxxis. 
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•  Pain  compels  even  the  innocent  to  lye. 

From  hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  he  whom  the  Judge 
Kas  put  to  the  Rack,  with  a  View  that  he  may  not  die 
innocent,  makes  him  die  both  innocent  and  racked. 
Thoufands  have  burthened  their  Confcience^  by  it  with 
falfe  Confeflions ;  in  the  Number  oiF  whom  I  place  Phi^ 
iotas  "*,  confidering  the  Circumftances  of  the  Procefs  that 
jilexander  commenced  againft  him,  and  the  Progrefs  of 
his  Torture.  But  fo  it  is  (fay  they)  that 'tis  the  leaft  Evir 
human  Weaknefs  could  have  invented ;  yet,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, the  Invention  was  very  inhuman,  and  to  very  little 
Purpofe. 

Several  Nations^  not  fo  barbarous  in  this  Refped  as  the 
ne  Ufe  of  the  ^^^^^^  ^^^  Romans^  by  wham  they  were  called 
kick  condemn-  BarbartaJtSy  think  it  horrible  and  cruel  to 
id  by  federal  torment  and  pull  a  Man  to  Pieces  for  a 
tHatimsy  and  fault  of  which  you  orc  as  yet  in  Doubt.  U 
*^-^'  he  to  blame  for  youy  Ignorance?    Are  not 

you  unjuft,  that,  becaufe  you  would  not  kill  him  without 
a  Caufe,  you  do  worfe  than  kill  bim  f  And,  that  this  is  the 
Cafe,  do  but  obferve  how  often  Men  chufc  to  die  without 
Reafon,  rather  than  to  pafs  through  this  Inquifition  more 
painful  than  Execution,  and  fa  acute  that  it  often  dif* 
etches  them  before  it.  I  know  iiot  where  I  had  thi» 
Itory  ^ ;  but  'tis  an  exaft  Repreientation  of  the  Con* 
fcience  of  our  Juftice  :  A  Country-woman  accufed  a 
Soldier  to  the  General  ^  of  the  Army  (who  was^.  a  Grand 
Judiciary,,  and  therefore  determinea  all  civil  and  crimi- 
nal Caufes  in  his  Precin£l)  of  having  taken  from  her 
Children  the  little  boiled  Meat  fhe  bad  kft  v>  keep  them 

from 

*  Q^C'*''^*i5>  ^^'  vi,  ch.  7.  to  Ae  End  of  the  Book. 
•  »  TIic  Story  is  itt  Froijhrt,  and  there,  no  Doubt,  Montaigne  had  read  it  5 
though,  when  he  wrote  the  Chapter,  he  fi^ems  to  have  forgot  hia  Author 
rity  for  it. 

y  Bajazet  I,  whom  Froijfart  calls  Amorabaquitr,  I  was  lately  given  tO' 
ond^rftand,  by  the  ingenious  Coinmentator  on  Rabelais^  Tom.  V,  p.  217,. 
{J^sl*Bajazet  was  fo  called,  becaufe  he  was  the  Son  oi  Amuratb;  which  I 
obferve  for  the  Sake  of  thofe  who  might  be  as  ignorant  of  this  Particular 
as  I  was,  before  J  happened  to  cad  my  Eye  upon  the  Page  where  'tis  xneor 
ftoned^  in  Bardefiuii  Raidaiip  printed  at  Jj^irdgm  in  K7 1  u 
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from  Starving,  the  Army  having  pillaged  every  thing  they 
could  find.  There  was  no  Proof  of  this  Fad): ;  therefore 
the  General '  cautioned  the  Woman  to  take  good  Heed 
pf  what  (he  faid,  forafmuch  as  (he  would  incur  the  Guile 
of  her  own  Accufation,  if  Ihe  was  found  in  a  Lye  j  but, 
/he  periifting  in  her  Charge,  he  caufed  the  Soldier's  Belly 
Jo  be  ripped  open,  in  order  to  be  fure  of  the  Truth  of  the 
JFa£t ;  and  it  appeared  ^  that  the  Wooun  was  in  the  Right. 
An  inftrudtive  Sentence  this ! 


4 


CHAP.    VI. 

Exercife  and  Habit  makes  things  familiar  to  us. 

>rx^  I S  hardly  to  be  expected  that  Reafon  and  Inftruc* 
Jl  tion,  though  we  are  ever  fo  ready  to.  aflcnt  thereto, 
Ihould  be  powerful  enough  to  lead  us  oh  to  Reafon  and  Itt- 
A6tion^  if  we  do  not  moreover  exercife  and  ftru^hGn^nj^ith- 
form  our  Minds  by  Experience  to  the  Courfe  o'*^  Fraaic:^ 
which  we  are  dcfirous  they  Ihould  fake  ;  .or  ^J^^'  *" 
clfe,  when  the  Effefts  are  in  their  Power, 
they  will  undoubtedly  be  embarrafled.  This  is  the  Rea- 
fon why  thofe  of  the  Philofophers,  who  have  aimed  at  the 
Attainment  of  any  fuperior  Excellency,  did  not  indulge 
themfelves  in  Eafe  and  Security,  and  indolently  wait  for 
the  Cruelties  of  Fortune  to  attack  'them  in  their  Retire* 
tnent ;  but,  for  Fear  fhe  ihould  furprize  them  in  the  State 
of  unexperienced  and  raw  Soldiers,  undifciplined  for  th9 
Battle^  they  Tallied  out  to  meet  her,  and  put  themfelves 
purpofely  upon  the  Proof  of  Hardfhips.  Some  aban- 
doned their  Riches^  to  exercife  themfelves  in  a  voluntary 
Poverty  %  others  fought  for  Labour,  and  tha  Aufterity  of 
a  painful  Life,  to  inure  themfelves  to  Misfortune  and 

£  2  hard 

• 

»  The  whole  Scorjr  is  at  large,  ^and  well  attcftcd,  mFroiJfarth  Hiflory, 
^ol.  iv.  ch.  ^7. 

^  *  If  fhe  had  been  convided  of  a  falfe  Accofatkni,  the  General  would 
have  been  in  the  fiime  Cafe  as  the  Judge  who  caufed  a  Man  to  be  han^d* 
iifartheRackhadextoitedaConfeflionfitm Jumof  aCpa^  ofwhidiit 
appeared  afterwards  he  was  altogether  vuxocent. 
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hard  Work  :  Others  deprivi^d  themfckcs  of  the  moft  pre- 
cious Parts  of  their  Bodies^  as  their  Eyes  and  privy 
Members,  for  Fear  kft  their  too  delightful  and  too  effe- 
minate Service  (hould  relax  and  unhinge  the  Stability  and 
Vigour  of  their  Minds. 

But,  in  Dyingy  which  is  the  greateft  Work  to'e^have  to 
Such  Ixercife  *>»  Pfafticc  Can  be  of  no  Service  to  us.  A 
tmn^  sjjfft  us  Man  may,  by  Cudom  and  Experience,  for- 
in  Dying,  jjfy  himfclf  againft  Pain,  Shame,  Poverty^ 

and  the  like  Accidents  \  but,  as  to  Death,  we  can  make 
Trial  of  it  but  once,  and  are  all  to  learn  what  it  is,  when 
it  comes. 

There  were  Men,  in  ancient  Days,  fuch  excellent  Huf- 
AmmoraUe  bands  of  their  Time,  that  they  tried,  in 
Inftana  of  a  Death  itfclf,  to  taftc  and  relilh  it ;  and  bent 
Roman,  W.tf,  ^j^^j^  Minds  to  the  utmoft  Stretch,  to  difcera 
tfiJ^the  what  Sort  of  a  Paflage  it  is  i  but  they  have 
Effea  of  not  yet  returned  to  let  us  know  it.  'Nulla  re^ 
Death..  tro  via^  i.  e.  There  is  no  Way  back  again : 

Nemo  expergUus  extatj 

Frigida  quern  fetnel  cjl  vitai paufa  fequuta^. 

No  one  did  ever  more  awake  to  Breath, 
After  once  clafp'd  in  the  cold  Arms  of  Death. 

Canius  Julius^  a  noble  Roman^  of  fingular  Virtue  and 
Conftancy,  having  been  condemned  to  die  by  that  wicked 
Monftcr^  Caligula^  befides  many  other  wonderful  Proofs 
which  he  gave  of  his  Refolution,  as  he  was  juft  going  to 
be  difpatched  by  the  Executioner,  a  Philofppher,  who 
was  his  Fiiend,  aiked  him :    ^  Well,  Canius^  what  are 

*  your  Thoujghts  now?  Or  how  is  vour  Mind  employed  ? 

*  I  was  propofing,  faid  be,  to  oblerve,  in  the  fwift  Mo- 

*  ment  of  Death,  whether  I  could  perceive  the  Departure 

*  of  *the  Soul.'  And  he  promiied  that,  if  he  made  any  Dif- 
coverv,  he  would,  go  the  Rounds  jimojigft  his  Friends, 
and  mew  them  what  was  the  State  of  the  Souls  ^    This 

Maa 

» 

*  Lacret  libr  iiL  ver,  942,  kt.        ^  Seneca  deTiaRquilliu^c  Anisus 
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Man  philofophized  not  only  unto  Death,  but  in  Death 
itfelf..  What  Afiurance  was  it,  and  what  a  bold  Spirit, 
to  deiire  that  Death  fhould  be  a  Leilbn  to  him,  and  to 
be  at  Leifure  to  think  of  any  Thing  elfe  in  fo  great  an 

Affair! 

Jus  ioc  animi  morierUis  babebat '. 

•  a 

,    This  MaftVy  of  his  Mind  he,  dying,  had. 

And  yet,  I  fancy,   there  is  a  certain  Way  of  making 
Death  familiar  to  us,  and  of  trying,  in  fomc   ^^^  ^  ^^^ 
Meafure,  what  it  is.     We  may  have  fome   ma^^  infimf 
Experience  of  it,  if  not  fuch  as  is  intire  and    Miafwre^  mah 
perfcdt,  yet,  at  leaft,  fuch  as  will  not  be  quite   fj^^/"^'"^ 
ufelefs  to  us,  but  may  render  us  more  firm*         ^' 
and  fearlefs.     If  we  cannot  come  clofe  to  it,  we  may  ap* 
proach  it,   and  reconnoitre  it  \   and,   if  we  cannot  ad- 
vance fo  far  as  to  its  Caftle,  we  may  at  leaft  difcover  it, 
and  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  Avenues.  It  is  not 
without  Reafon  that  wc  are  taught  to  confider    ^  . 

our  very  SLeepai  the  Imageof  Death.  Howea-  m2eofDsath. 
filydowepafsfromWakingtoSleeping?  With 
how  little  Concern  do  we  part  witn  the  Knowledge  of 
Light,  and  of  ourfelves  ?  Peradventurc,  the  Faculty  of 
Sleeping  would  feem  Ufelefs  and  contrary  to  Nature,  as  it 
deprives  us  of  all  Action  and  Senfe,  were  it  not  that  Na- 
ture inftru&s  us  by  it,  that  (he  has  made  us  equally  both 
for  Life  and  Death  *,  and,  from  Life,  prefents  to  us  that 
eVerlafting  State  which  fhe  has  referved  for  us  after  this, 
to  accuftom  us  to  it,  and  to  remove  our  Fear  of  it.  But 
fuch  as,  by  fome  violent  Accident, '  have  fallen  into  a 
Swoon,  and  therein  loft  all  Senfe,  they,  in  my  Opinion,  have 
been  very  near  feeing  the  true  and  natural  Face  of  Death, 
For,  as  to  the  Moment  of  the  Pafiag^,  it  is  not  to  be 
feared  that  it  brings  with  it  any  Labour  or  Difpleafure, 
forafmuch  as  we  can  have  no  Feeling  without  Leifure, 
Our  Sufferings  require  Time,  which  is  fo  (hort  and  fo  pre-* 
dpitated  in  Death,  that  it  muft  neceflarily  be  infenfible. 
.^Tis  the  Approaches  to  it  that  we  arc  to  fear,  and  thofe 

E  3  may 

*  Lucanr  lib.  vili.  vcr.  636. 
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may  pofilbly  fall  within  the  Limits  of  Experience  :  Many 
Things  feem  greater  to  us  in  Imagination,  than  they 
are  in  Reality.  I  have  fpent  a  great  Part  of  my  Life  in 
full  and  perfed  Health,  fuch  Health  too  as  was  attended 
with'  a  fprightly  Temper  and  a  warm  Conftitution.  A 
State  of  I'uch  Vigour  and  Jollity  gave  me  fuch  a  horrible 
Idea  of  Maladies,  that,  when  I  came  to  experience  them, 
I  found  their  Attacks,  faint  and  eafy,  in  Comparifon.  of 
what  I  had  apprehended ;  and  of  this  I  have  Experience 
^rcfy  Day,  If  I  am  fheltered  from  the  Weather  in  a  dry 
warm  Room  in  a  ftormy  and  tempeiluous  Night,  I  won- 
der,^ and  am  afflifted  to  think,  how  they  that  are  then  in 
the  Field  can  bear  it ;  and,  if  I  am  there  myfelf,  I  do  not 
wifh  to  be  any  where  clfe.  Thii .  Thing  alone  of  being 
always  (hut  up  in  a  Room  I  thought  was  infuppoftable, 
but  I  was  prefently  inured  to  it  by  being  confined  to  it 
a  Week,  nay,*  a  Month  together,  in  a  very  melancholy, 
difordered,  and  weak  Condition  :  And  I  have  £ound,  that, 
in  the  Time  of  my  Health,  I  lamented  the  Cafe  of  the 
Siok  much  more  than  I  think  I  need  to  be  lamented  when 
I  am  fo  myfelf ;  and  that,  by  the  Strength  of  my  Appre- 
henfioh,  the  Thing  was  magnified  near  one  half  more  than 
it  was  in  Reality  and  Truth.  I  hope  the  Cafe  will  be  the 
iame  with  me  at  my  Death,  and  that  I  fhall  find  thd 
making  fuch  Preparation,  and  calling  in  fo  much  AU 
fiftance  for  enabling ,  me  to  und^^rgo  the  Stroke  of  ir^ 
were  a  nepdiefs  Trouble.  But  we  cannot  |;ive.ourfelves 
too  much  Advantage,  at  all  Adventures. 

In  the  Time  of  our  third  or  fecond  Commotions  (I  don't 
ni^ Story  of  W^U  remember  which)  gqing  one  Day  abroad, 
fis  ^rr^nif      about  a  League  from  my  Houfe,  which  is 

tuSS^t  ^^^^^^  '^  *^  ^^"^  ^  *"  ^^  Difturbanci 
^kcTc^^m  by  the  dwil  Wars  ^af  I^ance,  thinking  myfelf 
itnb  0  loMg  perfe^y  fafe,  and  fo  near  to  the  Place  df  my 
Swofjf.  R*etrext,  that  I  had:ha  Orcafion  for  any  bet* 

ter  Equipage,  I  todc  a  fo/d  that  was  a  very. eafy  Pacer, 
but.ndt  a  ftrongone.  On  vnf  Return  home,  a  fudden 
OtriiiHon  fell  out.  fcfr  my^  making.  Ufe  of  this  Horfe  in  a 
(Service  which  he  .waa  not  much  ufed  to  ;  for  one  of  mj? 
IMcn,  a  tall  lufty  FclIoW;^  mounted  upon  a  ftrong  War- 

>  .  *  borfo 
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horfe  that  was  refty^  and  withal  vigorous  and  found,  har* 
ing  a  mind  to  a£t  the  Bravo,  and  to  out-ride  his  Compa«> 
iiion»  came  full  Speed  into  the  very  Track  where  I  was^ 
and  fell»  like  a  ColoiTus,  upon  the  little  Man  and  his  lit- 
tle Horfe,  rufhing,  like  Thunder,  with  fuch  a  Career  of 
Strength  and  Weight,  that  he  turned  us  both  over  gnd 
over,  fo  that  there  lay  the  Horft  overthrown  and  ftunned 
with  the  Fall,  and  I  ten  or  twelve  Yards  beyond  him, 
ftretchcd  out  at  my  Length  on  my  Back,  with  my  F|acc 
all  battered  and  bruifed,  my  Sword,  which  I  had  in  my 
Hand,  above  ten  Yards  before  me,  my  Belt  broke  tp 
Pieces,  and  myfelf  with  no  more  Motion  nor  Senfe  in  mfe 
than  a  Log.  This  was  the  only  Swoon  I  ever  was  in  t6 
this  very  Hour.  They  who  were  about  me,  after  having 
tried  all  the  Means  they  could  make  Ufe  of  to  bring  me 
to  myfelf,  concluding  me  dead,  took  me  up  in  their  Arms', 
and  had  much  ado  to  carry  me  to  my  Houfe,  which  was 
at  the  Diftance  of  about  half  a  French  League.  But,  be^ 
fore  I  got  Home,  and  after  having  been  given  over  for  a 
dead  Man,  above  two  full  Hours,  I  began  to  move,  and 
to  fetch  my  Breath  •,  for  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Blood  had 
overcharged  my  Stomach,  that  Nature  was  under  a  Ne- 
ceflity  of  roufing  her  utmoft  Strength  to  throw  it  ofR 
Thev  then  raifed  me  upon  my  Feet,  when  I  voided  a 
Bafon  ifuU  of  Glots  of  pure  Blood,  as  I  didfcveral  times 
upon  the  Road  ;  by  fo  doing  I  began  to  rtcover  a  little 
Life,  but  it  was  very  leifurely,  and  by  fuch  fmall  De- 
grees, that  my  firft  Sentiments  approached  much  nearer 
to  Death  than  Life. 

Perche  dubbiofa  anchor  delfua  r it  or  no  ^ 
Nop  s'ajfecura  attonita  la  tnente  ^^ 

i.  €. 

Becaiife  the  Soul  her  Manfion  half  had  quit. 
And  was  not  fure  fhe  (hould  Feturn  to  it. 

The  Remembrance  of.  this  Accident, .  which  is  deeply 

imprinted  in  my.  Soul,  reprefenting  to  me,  in  fo  great  a 

Degree  of  Perfeaion,  the  Image  and  Idea  of  Death,,  re- 

.       .    '  E  4  concilcs 

J»  Tafe's  Jwufikm  libcrata,  Cant,  xii.  Stanza  74. 
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con^iles  mc,  in  fome  Sort,  to  it.  When  I  firft  begaivto 
open  my  Eyes  after  my  Trance,  my  Sight  was  fo  difturb- 
ed,  fo  weak  and  glimmering,  that  I  could  then  but  juft 
difcern  there  was  Light. 

come  quel  cVor  afre^  or  cbiude^ 

CU  occhi  mezzo  fraH  fonno  e  Vejfer  defto  % 

/.  e. 

So  People  in  the  Morning,  e're  they  rife, 
'Twixt  Sleep  and  Wake,  open  and  fliut  their  Eyes. 

As  to  the  Funftipns  of  the  Soul,  they  advanced  in  the 
(iirme  Pace  as  thofe  of  the  Body.  I  law  myfelf  all  bloody, 
my  Doublet  being  fpotted  all  over  with  the  Blood  which 
I  had  voided.  The  firft  Thought  which  occurred  to  me 
was,  that  I  had  fome  Shot  in  my  Hand  ^  and  true  it  is, 
that,  at  the  lame  Time,  feveral  Pieces  were  difcharged 
round  about  us.  Death  feemed  to  me  to  be  hovering  on 
my  Lips.  I  (hut  my  Eyes,  to  help,  as  I  thought,  to  pu(h 
it  oflf,  and  took  a  Pleafure  in  languiibing,  and  letting  my* 
felf  go.  This  was  an  Imagination  that  only  floated,  as  it 
were,  on  the  Surface  of  ipy  Mind,  which  was  as  tender 
and  as  weak  as  all  tl^e  reft,  tho'  indeed  not  only  exempt 
from  Uneaiin^s,  but  partaking  of  that  Pleafure,  which 
thofe  feel  who  fweetly  drop  into  a  Slqmber. 

'Tis  my  Opinion,  this  is  the  very  State  which  thofe 
jnnjif^  people  arc  in,  whom  wc  fee  fainting  away  in 
S'VMmvgs  in  the  Agonies  of  Death ;  and  that  we  lament 
tie  Agon^i  them  without  a  Caufe,  imagining  that  they 
f^'pinfld  ^^^  afBifted  with  grievous  Pains,  or  that  their 
n)iry  foinjta.  ^j^j^s  arc  opprcfled  with  painful  Thoughts. 
It  was  always  my  Notion,  contrary  to  the  Opinion  orpia- 
ny,  and  even  of  Stephen  de  la  Boetius^  that  thofe  whom  we 
fee  confounded  and  ftupified  at  the  Approaches  of  their 
Jatter  End,  or  quite  dcprcflcd  with  the  Length  of  their 
Difeafe,  or  by  a  Fit  of  an  Apqpleicy,  or  the  F^Upg- 
jUI    jicknefs, 

vi  morii  f£p^  (oaltus 

.  Anie  oculos  aliquU  nojiros^  utfulminis  iSu^ 
Copcidity  et  fpumas  agity  ingemit^  et  fremit  arfta  y 

J)ecifit^ 
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JDffipif^  extentat  nervos^  torquefur^  anbelat^ 
.  Jnconjianter  et  injaSando  membra  fatigat  ^ 

i.  e. 

By  the  Difeafe  compcird,  fo  we  fee  fome. 
As  they  were  Thundcr-fltruck,  fall,  groan,  and  foam, 
Trcnnble,  ftretch,  writhe,  breathe  (hort,  until  at  length 
In  various  Strugglings  they  exhauft  their  Strength. 

■ 

Or  wounded  in  the  Head,  when  we  hear  them  groan^ 
and- fetch  deep  Sobs,  though  we  gather  from  thence, 
and  by  certain  Motions  of  their  Bodies,  fome  Signs,  by 
which  it  feems  as  if  they  had  ftill  fome  Remains  ofKnow- 
ledge  ;  I  have  always  believed,  I  fay,  both  the  Body  and 
the  Soul  to  be  in  a  lethargic  Sleep, 

Vivit  et  eft  vita  nefcius  ipfe  fua '. 

/.  r. 
He  lives,  but  knows  it  not. 

And  could  not  think,  that,  in  fo  great  a  Stupefa&ion 
of  the  Members,  and  fo  confiderable  a  Defection  of  the 
Senfes,  the  Soul  could  maintain  any  Force  within  to  con* 
.iidqr  its  Condition ;  ahd  that  therefore  Perfons  in  fuch  a  Si* 
cuation  made  no  Reflections  that  were  capable  of  torment* 
ing  them,  and  making  them  fenfible  of  their,  miierable 
Sute,  and  confequently  they  were  not  much  to  be  lament- 
ed.  I  can,  for  my  Part,  think  of  no  Condition  fo  infup- 
portable  and  dreadful  as  to  have  the  Soul  in  its  Vigour, 
and  afflided,  without  Power  to  declare  icfelf,  as  one  would 
fay  of  thofe  who  are  fent  to  the  Place  of  Execution  after 
their  Tongues  were  cut  out,  (were  it  not  that,  in  this  kind 
of  Deaths  the  moft  dumb  feems  to  be  the  moil  decent,  if 
it  be  accompanied  with  a  grave  and  fteady  Countenance) 
^nd  of  thole  wretched  Prifoners  who  fall  into  the  Hands 
pi  the  bafe  bloody  Soldiers  of  this  Age,  by  whom  they 
are  tormented  with  all  kind^  of  crpcl  Treatment  for  com* 
pelling  them  to  fome  exceiHve  Ranlbqii  which  they  are 
not  able  to  pay,  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  are  kept  in  fuch 
|i  Condition  and  Place,  where  they  have  no  Means  of  ex* 

prefling 
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preffing  and  fignifying  their  Thoughts  and  their  Mifcry. 
The  Poets  have  feigned  certain  Gods  that  favour  the  De- 
liverance of  fuch  as  thus  languiihed  to  Death* 

.  ■  -'Jbunc  ego  Diti 

Sacrum  jujfa  feroy  teque  ifio  corpore  foho  \ 

I.  e. 

I,  by  Command,  offer  to  Pluto  this, 
.    And  from  that  Body  do  riiy  Soul  difmift. 

And  as  to  the  fhort  and  inconnefted  Words  and  Anfwers 
vhich  are  fometimes  forced  from  them  by  the  Dint  of 
bawling  in  their  Ears,  and  raving  at  them ;  or  certain  Mo- 
tions which  they  make,  feeming  to  imply  fome  Regard  to 
what  we  defire  of  them  -,  this  is,  neverthelefs,  no  Teftimo- 
ny  that  they  are  perfeftly  alive.  Thus,  when  a  fleepy  Fit 
is  coming  upon  us,  before  it  has  fully  poflefled  us,  we  per- 
ceive, as  in  a  Dream,  what  is  done  near  us,  and  give  a 
perplexed  and  uncertain  Hearing  to  the  laft  Things  faid, 
which  ftcms  but  to  touch  upon  the  Borders  of  the  Soul  -, 
ftnd  we  make  fuch  Anfwers  to  the  laft  Words  Ipoken  to 
us  as  have  more  of  Fortune  in  them  than  any  Meaning. 
Now,  feeing  I  have  aftually  experienced  this,  I  make  no 
Doubt  but  I  have  hitherto  formed  a  right  Judgment : 
For,  firft,  being  in  a  perfect  Swoon,  I  tumbled  to  open 
yny  Doublet  with  my  Nails,  for  I  was,  as  it  were,  without 
firmh ;  and  yet,  I  know,  I  felt  nothing  in  my  Imagina- 
tion that  hurt  me  \  for  we  have  many  Motions  in  us  that 
do  not  proceed  from  our  Direftion. 

Semammefque  meant  digiti^  ferrumque  retraBant  \ 

i.  €. 
And  half-dead  Fingers  grope  about  and  feel. 
To  .grd^  again  the  late^abandon'd  Steel. 

So  People,  when  falling,  ttretch  out  their  Arms  by  a  na- 
|h  toral  Impulfe ;  and  to  this  it  is  owing,  that  our  Members 
^  vc  prone  to  certain  Offices  and  Agitations  in  which  our 

Jtc»3n  has  no  Share. 
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Ch.  VI.      Exemfe  makes  ^Inngs  famliar,  ^A 

Falciferes  memorant  currus  ahfcindere  membra  '  '■ 

mmmimtmm^  tmmtmmmamm  m^m^^^nmm  m^mammmm^ 

Ui  tremere  in  terra  videatur  ah  artuhusj  id  quod 
'    Df£idit  abfcijfum^  dim  mens  tamen  atque  haminis  vis 
Mobilitati  mati  non  quit  /entire  dolorem  ^ 

So  Chariots  arm'd  with  keen  Scythes  around. 
When  fiercely  driven,  deal  the  dcfpVatc  Wound  ;  . 
And  yet  the  wounded  Man^  fo  quick's  the  Blowy 
Js  fcarce  diftur b'd,  fcarce  feems  to  feel  or  know 
His  Wound. 

My  Stomach  was  fo  oppreflcd  with  the  coagulated  BIoo^ 
jthat  my  Hands  moved  to  that  Part  of  their  own  Accord^ 
ts  we  frequently  find  thev  often  do  to  the  Part  that  itches; 
without  being  direftcd  oy  our  Will.  There  are  fcveral 
Animals,  and  even  Men,  in  whom  we  perceive  the  Mufcles 
to  ftir  and  tremble  after  they  arc  dead.  Every  one  knows» 
by  Experience,  that  there  are  certain  Members  which  often 
have  a  Titillation,  Ereftion,  and  Declination  without  his 
Leave.  Now  thcfe  Paflions,  which  only  touch  us  Skin 
deep,  cannot  be  faid  to  be  oufs  ;  to  make  them  fo,  the 
whole  Man  mult  be  engaged  in  it,  and  the  Pains  which  the 
Foot  or  Hand  fijfiers  while  we  are  afleep,  are  none.of  our% 
As  I  drew  near  my  own  Houfe,  to  which  the  Alarm  of 
jny  Fall  had  already  fpread,  and  being  met  by  my  Family 
with  the  Lamentations  cuftomary  upon  fuch  Accidents,  ( 
did  not  only  make  fome  Anfwer  to  the  Queltions  that  wer^ 
fifked  me,  but  they,  moreover,  tell  me,  that  I  had  fo  much 
Thought  as  to  order,  that  a  Horfe  which  I  faw  trip  and  faul- 
ter  in  the  Road  which  is  hilly  and  rugged,  fhould  be  given 
to  my  Wife.  One  would  think  fiich  a  Confideration  muft 
proceed  from  a  Soul  that  was  awakened ;  but  that  was  not: 
The  Cafe  with  me  :  *Twas  a  vain  airy  Thought,  ftirred  up 
by  the  Perception  of  the  Eyes  and  Ears,  and  proceeded  not 
^m  me.  I  knew  not,  for  all  that;  from  wherice  I  came^ 
nor  whither  I  was  going,  nor  was  I  capable  of  weighing 
or  confidering  whtit  was  (aid  to  me,  Thefe  were  but  flight 
^Sf&.%  which  the  Senfes  produced  of  themfelves,  as  by 
•  mere 
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mere  HistbiL  What  the  Soul  contributed  to  them  was  in 
a  Dream  lightly  touched,  licked,  and  bedewed  by  the  faint 
ImprelTion  of  the  Senfes.  Notwithftanding  this,  my  Con- 
dition was,  indeed,  \aery  eafy  and  quiet ;  I  had  no  Af- 
•  fliftion  upon  rfte,  either  for  others,  or  myfelf :  It  was 
a  Languilhment,  and  an  extreme  Weaknefs,  without  any 
manner  of  Pain.  I  faw  toy  Family,  but  did  not  know 
rheni.  When  I  was  put  to  Bedj  I  found  an  inexprefllble 
Sweetnefs  in  that  Repofe,  for  I  had  been  miferably  pulled 
and  tugged  by  thofe  poor  Fellows  who  had  taken  the  Pains 
to  carry  me  in  their  Arms  in  a  long  and  very  bad  Way, 
fo  that  they  were  quite  tired  out  two  or  three  Times  one 
after  another.  They  offered  me  feveral  Remedies,  but  I 
would  take  none,  for  I  verily  believed  I  was  mortally  hurt 
in  my  Head  ;  and,'  in  Truth,  it  had  been  a  very  happy 
Death,  for  the  Weaknefs  of  my  Reafon  deprived  me  of 
the  Power  of  difcerning,  as  did  that  of  my  Body  of  the 
Senfe  of  Feeling.  I  fuffered  myfelf  to  glide  away  fo 
fweetly,  and  after  a  manner  fo  foft  and  eafy,  that  I  fcarcc 
know  of  any  other  Adtion  lefs  troublefome  than  that  was« 
When  I  came  to  revive,  and  to  recover  my  Strength, 

J7/  tandem  fenfus  cenvaluere  mei  \ 

i.  e. 
As  my  loft  Senfes  did  a^ain  return. 

which  was  in  about  two  or  three  Hours  after,   I  felt 
myfelf,  all  at  once,  racked  with  Pains,  having  had  my 
Limbs  all  bruifed  and  battered  by  my  Fall;  and  was  fo 
ill  for  two  or  three  Nights  after,  that  I  thought  I  fhould 
die  again,  but  that  it  would  be  a  Death  more  painful ;  and 
to  this  Hour  I  am  fenfible  of  the  3ruifes  of  that  terrible 
5hockp     I  will  not  here  omit,  that  the  laft  Thing  which 
I  could  recover  was  the  Remembrance  of  this  Acci- 
dent }  and  they  were  fain  to  repeat  to  ipe,  over  and  over 
^  %ain,  whither  I  was  going,  irom  whence  I  was  come, 
W  Md  at  what  Time  of  Day  this  Mifchan(:e  happened  to  me, 
before  I  could  apprehend  it,     As  to  the  manner  of  my 
1^        Fall,  that  was  concealed  from  me  for  the  Sake  of  him 
who  had  been  the  Caufe  of  it,  and  they  had  Recourfe  to 

Fidlioa 
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Fiction  for  hiding  the  Tfuth,  But  a  long  Time  aftert 
and  the  very  next  Day  that  my  Memory  began  co  return^ 
and  to  reprefent  to  mc  the  State  that  I  was  in  at  the  vtry 
Inftant  that  1  perceived  the  Horfe  coming  full  drive  upon 
me,  (for  I  faw  him  at  my  Heels,  and  gave  myfelf  over 
for  a  de^d  Man,  though  the  Thought  was  fo  fudden  thac 
Fear  had  no  Time  to  intervene)  it  feemed  to  me  like  m 
Flafh  of .  Lightning  that  had  pierced  through  my  Soul^ 
and  that  I  was  returned  from  the  other  World, 

This  Story  of  an  Accident  fb  infignificant  to  the  World 
would  be  Vanity  in  me  to  relate,  were  it  not   Man  h  mpad 
for  the  Inftru^on  I  have  gained  by  it  for  my   Ltfin  u  him* 
own  Uie ;  for  I  do  really  find,  that,  to  make  ^* 
Death  familiar  to  us,,  thei:e  needs  nothing  more  than  to  be 
on  the  Borders  of  it.     *  Every  one,  fays  P//»jr,  is  a  very 

•  good  Lcflbn  to  himfelf,  provided  he  be  capable  of  look« 

•  ing  narrowly  into  himfelf.*  This  is  not  my  Dodrine,  •tis 
my  Study ;  nor  is  it  the  Leflbn  of  another,  but  my  own  5 
and  yet  it  ought  not  to  be  ill  taken  if  I  cooimunicatc  it. 
What  is  of  Service  to  me,  may  alfo,  by  Accident,  be  of 
Service  to  another.  As  to  the  reft,  I  make  Ufe  of  no- 
thing but  my  own  ;  and  if  I  play  the  Fool,  'tis  at  my  owa 
Expence,  and  no- body  elfe  is  concerned  in  it  \  for  'tis  a 
kind  of  Folly  that  will  die  with  me,  and  is  not  to  be  ea« 
tailed.  We  hear. but  of  two  or  three  Ancients  '^  who  have 
beaten  this  Road  ;  and  yet  we  cannot  fay  whether  they  did 
it  exactly  like  this,  as  we  only  know  their  Names  :  No 
Man  iince  has  gone  in  their  Track ;  'tis  a  tickliih  Sub- 
je(5b,  and  more  than  it  feems  to  be  to  follow  fb  rambling 
a  Path  as  that  of  the  Mind,  to  penetrate  the  dark  Profun-- 
dities  of  its  intricate  Windings,  to  chufe  and  lay  hold  o( 
the  many  minute  Quavers  of  its  Agitations  :  And  'tis  a 
new  and  extraordinary  Amufement  that  takes  us  off 
from  the.  conunon,  yea,  and  the  mofl  commendable  Em*^ 
ployments  of  the  World.  'Tis  now  many  Years  that  my 
Thoughts  hay^  had  no  other  Point,  of  View  but  myfelt,  ^ 
wd  that^  have  only  examined  and  fludied  myielf :  And  If 
if  i  ftudy  any  Thing  elfe,  'tis  fuddenly  to  lay  it  upon,  or 

rather 
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rather  in  myfelf.  And  yet  I  do  not  think  it  a  Fault,  if^ 
as  Men  do  with  other  Sciences  not  near  fo  profitable,  I 
communicate  what  I  have  learned  in  this  Point,  though 
I  am  not  much  pleafed  with  the  Fr(^refs  I  have  made  in 
St.  There  is  no  Defcription  fo  diflkult,  nor  really  fo 
ufefiil,  as  that  of  a  Man's  &If ;  and,  withal,  a  Man  muff 
adjuffi  adorn,  and  fet  himfelf  oiFto  the  beft  Advantage,  to 
appear  in  Public.  Now  I  am  perpetually  doing  this,  for 
I  am  incellantly  defcribing  myfelf. 
Wbethet  ^us  Cuftom  has  made  all  Speaking  of  a  Man's 
Vanity  for  a  Self  vtcious,.  and  does  pofitively  prohibit  it^ 
UaitiQjfeak  in  Hatred  to  the  Vanity  which  feems  to  be 
f^^^b  ^^*-  always  attached  to  the  Teftimony  that  Men 
•^•^  give  of  themfelves  j  whoieas 

In  vitium  ducit  culpa  fuga^. 

Often  it  happens,  that  a  cautious  Fear 
Of  erring,  is  a  dire<St  Way  to  err. 

I  think  this  Remedy  docs  more  Hurt  than  Good.  But, 
though  it  were  true,  that  it  muft  neceflarily  be  Prefump- 
tion  for  a  Man  to  make  himfelf  the  Subjeft  of  his  Dif- 
courfe,  I  ought  not,  in  Purfuance  of  my  general  Defign, 
to  forbear  an  Aftion  that  publifhcs  this  Infirmity,  fince 
•tis  my  very  Cafe ;  nor  ought  I  to  conceal  that  Fault 
.  which  I  not  only  praftife  but  profefs.  Neverthelcfs,  to 
jpeak  what  I  really  think  of  the  Matter,  *tis  a  wrong 
Cuftom  to  conden^n  Wine,  beCaufe  fome  People  get 
drunk  with  it.  A  Man  cannot  abufc  any  Thing,  but 
what  is  good  in  itfelf ;  and  I  believe,  that  this  Rule  has 
only  Regard  to  the  popular  Default.  Theyare  Bitts  which 
are  no  Check,  neither  to  the  Saints,  whom  we  hear  fpealc 
fo  highly  of  themfelves,  nor  to  the  Philofophers,  nor  to 
the  Divines.  Neither  am  I  curbed  thereby,  who  am  as  lit- 
tle of  the  one  as  of  the  other.  If  they  do  not  write  of  it 
jg|  erpjrcfly,  they  feign  at  leaft,  when  they  haVe  a  fair  Opjtor^ 
^^  tuhity,  not  to  fpeak  of  it  without  Rdrcrve.  Of  whom 
does  SocroHs^  treat  more -largely,  than  of  himfelf?  To 
what  does  he  more  frequently  dircft  the  Difcourfes  of  his 

Difciplcs^ 
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Diiciplcs,  than  to  fpeak  of  themfelves ;  not  of  the  Leflbn 
of  their  Eook,  but  of  the  Eflencc  and  Agitation  of  their 
Souls  ?  We  confefs  ourfelves  religioufly  to  God  and  our 
Confeflor^  as  our  Neighbours  [the  Proteftants]  do  to  all 
the  People.  But  ibme  will  fay,  that  we  fpeak  nothing 
therein,  but  Accufations  againft  ourfelves.  Why  then  fo 
we  fay  all,  for  our  very  Virtue  itfelf  is  faulty,  and  de- 
ferving  of  Repoitance.  My  Art  and  Bufinefs  is  to  live. 
He  that  forbids  nic  to  fpeak  according  to  my  own  Senfe, 
Experience,  and  Practice,  may  as  well  enjoin  an  Archi* 
ted  to  ipeak  of  Buildings  not  in  his  own  Stile,  but  in  hi$ 
Neighbour's  \  not  according  to  his  own  Science,  but  ac- 
cording to  another  Man's.  If  it  be  vain-glorious  for  « 
Man  to  publiih  his  own  good  Qualities,  Why  does  hoc 
Cicero  prefer  the  Eloquence  of  Hortenfius^  and  Hortenfins 
that  of  Cicer$?  Peradventure  they  mean,  that  I  (hould 
give  Teftimony  of  myfelf  by  Works  and  Effefts,  not 
barely  by  Words.  I  chiefly  paint  my  Thoughts  rough  as 
ihey  run,  and  incapable  of  being  connefbed.  *Tis  aa 
much  as  I  can  do  to  couch  the  SubjeA  in  this  airy  Bo- 
dy of  the  Voice.  The  wifeft  and  the  devoutcft  Men 
have  lived  with  the  greateft  Care  to  avoid  all  apparent 
Effeds.  Such  EfFefts  would  fpeak  more  of  Fortune  than 
of  me.  They  manifeft  their  own  Office,  not  mine,  un* 
lefs  it  be  uncertainly  and  by  Conjefture.  They  are  Scant- 
lings of»a  particular  Figure.  I  expofe  myfelf  entire.  *Tis 
a  Skeleton  where,  at  one  View,  the  Veins,  Mufcles,  imd 
Tendons  appear,  each  in  its  proper  Place.  The  Produc- 
tion of  one  Fart  was  owing  to  a  Cough,  and  that  of  ano- 
ther to  Palenefs,  or  Palpitation  of  the  Hearts  They  arc 
not  my  Deeds  which  I  write,  but  myfelf,  my  very  Ef- 
fcnce. 

I  am  of  Opinion,  that  'tis  a  neceflary  Prudence  in  a 
Man  to  make  a  true  Eftimate  of  himfelf,  and    Tm  «  cont* 
that  he  fhould  likewife  be  confcientious  tp    ^J'f^^ 
declare  it  indifferently,  be  it  high  or  low.    jj^an tcfet^a 
If  I  thought  myfelf  per fcdly  good  and  wife,  jttftrdmupm 
\  fhould  proclaim  it  with  a  loud  Voice,     For   bimfdf. 
%,  Man  to  fpeak  lefs  of  himfelf  than  what  he  really  is,  is  a 
Folly,  not  Modefty;  and  for  him  to  content  himfelf  with 
'••    '  3  lefs 
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rtxj  apparent*  if,  wich  a  Reward  which  oii^  to  be 
purely  honoraty.  Riches,  or  other  EmolMnent,  were 
WiiifAt^  fuch  Mixture,  inftead  of  augmenting  Efteenit 
would  debaie  and  diminifli  it. 

The  Order  of  St.  Micbatly  wfakrh  has  been  fo  long 
Tbi  Ordtr  rf  in  Repute  amongll:  us,  had  no  greater  Ad« 
*'^"^^'^  vantage  than  that  it  communicated  no 
Tfij^hTw  P^fi^'*  ^^^^^  produced  this  Eflfca,  that 
fi^intgOm-  heretofore  there  was  no  Ofike  nor  Ranic 
tmpt.  whatfi>eyer,  to  which  the  Gentry  afixred  with 

io  much  Dcfire  and  Affedion,  as  they  did  to  this  drder ;  nor 
any  Cla6  which  brot^ht  with  it  more  Relpeft  and  Gran« 
deur,  Vifttte  being  more  eager  to  embrace  and  to  a^ire 
to  a  Reward  purely  ks  own,  and  rAher  hpnouraUe  than 
profitable.  For,  in  Truth,  thtrt  ts  not  fuch  a  Dignity  in 
the  Ufe  of  other  Rewards,  by  teafon  they  ase  employed  on 
all  Manner  of  Occafions.  With  Money  a  Man  pays  the 
Wages  of  a  Servant,  the  Diligence  of  a  Courier,  the 
Dancer,  the  Tumbler,  the  Tongoe^pad,  and  the  vileft 
Offices  that  are  done  for  us ;  nay.  Vice  is  rewarded  with 
It,  as  Flattery,  Pimping,  and  Treachery.  'Tis  no  Won- 
der therefore,  if  Virtue  is  not  fo  fond  bf  receiving  or  being 
paid  in  this  common  Coin,  as  in  that  which  is  proper  and 

Eeculiar  to  it,  altogether  noble  and  generous.  Auguftu$ 
ad  Reafon  to  be  far  more  thrifty  and  fparing  of  this  than 
the  other,  forafmuch  as  Honour  is  a  Privilege  which  is 
principally  efteemed  for  its  Rarity,  as  is  tlte  Cafe  with 
Virtue  itfclf : 

Cui  malus  eft  nemoj  quh  bonus  tjfe  poteft  "*  ? 

i.  i. 

Who  can  feem  Good  to  him  who  thinks  none  Bad  ? 

'Tis  not  remarked  as  a  Commendation  of  a  Man,  that 
he  ukes  Care  of  the  Education  of  his  Children,  by  Rea* 
ion  'tis  a  common  Aft,  how  juft  foever  it  be,  no  more 
than  we  praife  a  tall  Tree,  where  the  whole  Foreft  con- 
i}fts  of  the  fame.  1  do  not  think  that  any  Citizen  of 
^arta  boafted  of  his  Valour,  it  being  the  univerfal  Virtue 

of 
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:Of  tbac  Nation ;  or  that  he  valued  himlelf  a  whit  thp 
AfiOffe  for  kis  Fidelity,  and  Contempt  of  Riches.     Even  a 

f^at  Reward,  if  it  be  cuflomary,  can  be  no  Reward  for 
irtue;  and  I  know  not,  withal,  whether  we  can  ever 
call  a  Thing   great,   when  it  is  common.     Therefore, 
iince  thefe  honorary  Rewards  are  of  no  other  Value  and 
£ileem,  than  in  their  being  enjoyed  only  by  a  few,  thf 
'being  liberal  of  them  is  the  ready  Way  to  make  them 
none  at  all«    Tho'  there  fhould  be  more  Men  found  wor- 
thy of  this  Order  now,  than  in  former  Times,  nevertheleig 
the  Honour  of  it  fhould  not  be  debafed,  by  being  madje 
too  common.  And  that  more  do  deferve  it  now,  than  then, 
JH^  eafily  be  the  Cafe,  for  there  is  no  Virtue  that  ezr 
jpands  itfeif  fo  eafily  as  military  Valour.    There  is  ano« 
tlier  true  Virtue,  perfect  and  philofophical,  of  which  I 
do  not  treat  (and  only  ufe  the  Term  as  'ds  commonly 
taken)  much  greater  than  this,  and  fuller ;  which  is  a 
fortitude  and  Courage  of  the  Soul  equally  contemning 
aU  cn^s  Accidents  whatfoever,  even,  uniform,  and  con* 
ftant ;   of  which  ours  is  but  a  very  fmall  Ray.     Ufage* 
Jlnftitution,  Example,  and  Cuflom  are  capable  of  doing 
my  thiog  in  the  Eftablifhment  of  that  whereof  I  am 
treating,  and  with  great  Facility  render  it  vulgar,  as  by 
the  Experience  of  our  civil  War  is  to  us  very  manifeft. 
And  whoever  could,  at  this  Inftant,  unite  us  into  one 
Body,  and  fet  all  our  People  upon  one  joint  Enterprife, 
pur  ancient  Reputation  in  Arms  would  flourifh  again. 
*Tis  very  certain,  that  in  Time  paft  the  Order  was  not 
barely  a  Reward  of  Valour,  but  had  a  farther  Profpedi;  ^ 
it  never  was  the  Recompence  of  a  valiant  Soldier,  but 
pf  fome  faoKHis  General.    The  Science  of  Obedience  was 
not  reckoned  worthy  of  fuch  a  Mark  of  Honour.    An« 
ciently  there  was  a  mone  univerfal  Expertnefs  in  Arms 
required^  which  comprehended  the   moft  rare  Talents, 
and  the  greateft  Qualities  of  a  military  Man ;  (neque  enim 
ftcdem  militares  ei  imperaiori^  artesfiint^  i.  e.  for  the  Arts 
of  the  common .  Soldier  and  of  the  General  are  not  the 
fame)  who  was,  moreover^  of  a  Condition  to  which  fuch 
a  Dignity  was  fuitablc.     But,  I  fay,  though  more  Men 
fliouid  be  worthy  of  it  now,  than  henstofore,  yet  it  oijght 
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not  *abe  ever  thte  more  liberally^  diftributcd  ;  and  that  k 

wfcre  better  to  fall  (hort,  in  not  giving  it  to  all  to  whom  it 

IS  due,  than  for  ever  to  lofe,  as  we  have  lately  done,  the 

Truit  of  fd  uftful   an  Inyention.     No  Man   of  Spirit 

-will  Vouchfafe  to  avail  himfelf  of  what  is  in  common  to 

many  ;  and  fuch  of  the  prefent  TTiitae,  ad  have  leaft  de- 

iSrved  this  Rew^wiy  pretend  the-  more  to  difdaia  it?,  in 

-order  by  that  Means*  to  rank  th^ttifelves'wkh  thofe,  to 

^rtiom  fo  nffuch  Wrttng  has  b^en  done  by  the  unworthy 

tonierring  and  Dcbafing  of  that  Mark-  of  Hoaour  which 

%af  pirticvilarly  du«  W  them.     •      ^ 

rntjjijowtb.cxptft,  by  oblitcratiitg  a^  abolifting  tWfy  to 

^u^ffcuhto    ^*^^  ^  ^^^  -Cuftofn,  And  to  bring  k  into 

r%"^^«^^'    Credit' aU^6n  a  fudder>,  is  not  an  Undertar 

)rM^\tSf:'     ..  king  pfSOpicr  for  a  -Seafon  fo  licentious  and 

yfy^m^M'   fick ^D  Heart,    as  the  ptefent  is;    and  the 

Agr^/;.i        ebrtfecjucnce  will  b6,^  that  the  laft  will,  frort 

j«»  Origin/  inc«r<:  the -feme  Inconvfcbiitncics  that  have  juft 

roiftedtheothdf;:!^  The  Rules  for  the  Difpenfing  of  thi« 

4ie.w^' Order  Had  :*iecd  t>e  extremely  ftrridk  and  fevere,  ia 

l^rde'p  to  '^ive  it  Authority  -,  wheieas^  in  thefe  boifteroiw 

-TkiiesV  '♦^h  a  Ihort  tigln  Carb  witt  not  do ;  befides  that, 

1(XJf(Me<th4^'  cr^ni  'brbitought  into  Repute,  it  is  neceflary 

tfial'Ihe  Memory  rf  the  ftfft, .  and  *  ot  the  Contempt  into 

^fhich  ir  is  fallen,  ihould  be  totally  loft. 

.-'t?rhis  Pla^e  might  •  naturally  enougb* admit  of  fome  Dil^ 

f^aktef   the      ^^^^^^  ^y^oxi  the  Confideration-of  Vakm#,  and 

Ihitf  If  tie '  •  of  the  Difference  of  this  Viitoe  ff©tti  others  ; 

irirtuHitPiotMg     but  P/titarcb-'h^s  iaiiemupoft  this  Subjcft  fo 

t^jtcpch.       often,  that  k  will  beta  rib  Purpofefor  me  to 

repeat  what  he  has  (aid  of  k.  -This:  is  worth  Confidering^ 

thatt  ourNationplaces  Valourin  the  higheft  Cla6  of  the 

Virtues^  as  its  Name  fbewsf,  which  is  derived  from  Falae  j 

and*: that,  according  to  our  Way  of  fpeaking,  when  we 

mean  a  Man  is  worth  a  great  deal  of  Money,  or  a  Man  of 

Subliance,  in  the  Stile  of  our  Court  and  Gentry,  *tis  only 

hyitiQ  he  .is  a  valiant  Man,  af|er  the  Manner  of  the  Re- 

mans  ;'  for  the  general  Appellation  of  Virtue,  with-  them, 

derives  its  Etymology  from  Wj,    Force*     The  proper, 

M^,'9Ln^'^^^iM\vM'Q^m  of  the  Noblcflc  m  France  is  the 

.V'-'  Profeffioa 
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Profeffion  of  Arms.  *Tis  probable,-  that  tKe  firft  Virtue 
which  difcovered  itielf  amonglt  Men,  and  which  gave 
Advantage  to  fome  over  others,  was  this,  by  which- thd 
ftrongeft  and  moft  courageous  have  lorded  it  over  the 
'weaker,  and  acquired  a  particular  Rank  and  Reputation^ 
&om  ^whence  it  had  chat  Honour  and  Dignity  of  X^an^^ 
guage  i  or  elfe  that  thefe,  being  very  warlike  Nations, 
gave  the  'Pre-eminence  to  that  af -the  Virtues  which  was 
moft  familiar  to  them,  and  to  whicli  tlxy  liad  .the  beft 
Title  5  juft  fo  *tis  owing  to  our  Paffiofi,  4ind  the  feverilh 
Solicitude  we  have  of  the  Chaftity  of  Women,  thata.^W 
fVoman^  a  Woman  of  IVorth^  and  a  Woman  of  Honour  and 
Virtue^  (ignify  no  more,  with  m^^  '  t\izxi  z  cbajie  Woman  \ 
as  if,  to  oblige  ichem  to  this  Duty,  we  were  indifibrsnt  to 
all  the  ceil,  and  gave  them  the  Reins  to  all. other  Faults 
whatever,  on  Condition  they  would  not^  guilty,  of  iiv^ 

•continence.  .•,*..'! 

. ^ ^ ,     '.->• 
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Madam,  :    .• 

IF  the  Strangenefs  and  Novjclty  of  .my  Subje3,  which 
are  wont  to  give  a  Value  to  Things,  do  not  fave  me; 
1  Ihall  never  come  off  with  Honour  from  this  foohih.At* 
tempt ;  but  'cis  fo  whimfical,  and  has.fo  uncommon  an 
Afpeft,  that  this,  perhaps,  may  make  it  pafs.  'Twasja 
^melancholic  Humour,  and  by  Confcquence  a  Humdur 
very  much  an  Enemy  to  my  natural  .Conftitution,  tngen?- 
dered  by  the  Chagrine  of  the, Solitude  into,  which  I  have 
caft  myfelf  for.  fome  Years  paft,  that  firlt  put  into, my 
Head  this  idle  Whim  of  commencing. in  Author  :  An^ 
afterwards,  finding  myfelf  totally  vmturnifhed  aad  dettifc- 
tute  of  any  other.Subjcftv  I  delivered  jnyfelf  over  to  my*- 
felf  both  for  the.Thefis  and,  the- Argument.  *Tis\tbe 
only  Book  of  its  kind  in  the  World, /ori.;  a.  Plan  fo.wilS 
..and  extravagant  j  nor.  isithcrc  any  Thiaiig.wortby  pf  ^Ra- 

F  3  mark 
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mark  upon  this  Occafion^t  but  the  Wbimficalnels  of  it  % 
for  the  belt  Workman  in  the  World  could  not  have  given 
a  Form  to  a  Subjeft  fo  vain  and  frivolous,  fit  to  recom- 
mend it  to  Efteem.  Now,  Madam,  being  about  to  draw 
my  own  Pidure  to  the  Life,  I  fhould  have  forgpt  one' 
Feature  of  Importance,  if  I  had  not  therein  reprefented 
the  Veneration  which  I  always  psud  to  your  Merit :  And 
this  I  purpofely  chofc  to  mention  in  the  Beginning  of  this 
Chapter,  by  reaibn  that  among  your  other  excellent  Qua* 
lictes^  that  of  the  Afiedtion  which  you  have  manifefted  to 
your  Children  has  a  Place  in  one  of  the  higheft  Clailes. 
whoever  hears  at  what  Age  M.  d^EftiJfac^  your  Hufband^ 
left  you  a  Widow ;  the  great  and  honourable  Matches 
that  have  been  offered  to  you,  as  many  as  to  any  Lady 
in  France  of  your  Rank ;  the  Conftancy  and  Steadinefs 
with  which  you  have,  for  fo  many  Years,  and  in  Oppo- 
fition  to  fo  many  Crofles  and  Difficulties,  fuftamed  the 
Weight  and  Condudt  of  their  Affairs,  whereby  you  have 
been  teazed  in  almoft  every  Part  of  France^  and  which  (lill 
harrafs  you  ;  and  the  happy  Train  you  have  put  them  in* 
to  by  your  fingle  Prudence  or  cood  Fortune  ^  he  will  be 
ready  to  fay  with  me,  that  we  have  not,  in  our  Times^  a 
more  lively,  tnftance  of  maternal  Affedtion  than  Yours. 
God  be  praifed.  Madam,  that  it  has  been  employed  to 
fo  good  Purpofe ;  for  the  great  Hopes  that  M.  d^EfiiffaCy 
the  Son,  gives  of  himfelf,  are  a  fufficient  Warrant,  that, 
when  he  comes  of  Age,  you  will  reap  from  him  the  Obe- 
dience and  Gratitude  of  a  very  good  Son.  Butibrafmuch 
as.,  by  reafon  of  his  tender  Years,  he  is  not  in  a  Capacity 
to  take  Notice  of  the  many  extraordinary  kind  Offices 
which  he  has  received  from  you,  I  am  willing  that,,  if 
thefe  Papers  happen  to  fall  into  his  Hands  fome  Day 
when  I  have  no  Speech  left  to  declare  it,  he  fliould  receive 
this  true  Teftimony  from  me,  which  will  be  more  fully 
proved  to  him  by  the  good  Effedb  which,  with  God's 
Permiffion,  will  convince  him,  that  there  is  not  a  Gentle- 
man in  France  who  owes  more  to  his  Mother  than  he 
does,  and  that  he  cannot,  for  the  future,  give  a  furer 
Teftimony  of  his  Goodnefs  and  Virtue  than  by  acknow* 
Icdging  you  for  fo  excellent  a  Mother. 

If 
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If  there  be  any  Lav  truly  natural,  that  is  to  fay«  any 
Inftinft  that  is  umverfally  and  perpetually   Howitbap^ 
imprinted  both  on  Man  and  Beaft,  (which  is  pnuthiuai 
a  difputed  Point)  I  may  give  it  as  tny  Opi-   4^/««  of 
Apn,  that,  next  to  ihc  Care  which  every  A-   ^^J^^^^ 
kdmal  has  of^elf-prefervation,  and  of  avoid-  ^i^ir  tbL 
ing  every  Thing  that  is  hurtful,  the  Aifedtion  4bmt  6/  chiU 
which  the  Breeder  or  Begetter  bears  to  the   ^«  '*  ^^ 
OfF-fpring  ftands  in  the  fccond  Place  :  And^   ^'^'"''• 
becaufe  Nature  feems  to  have  recommended  it  to  us,  in 
Regard  to  the  Extenfion  aiid  Progrefiion  of  the  feveral 
Pieces  of  4iiis  its  Machine,  'tis  no  Wonder  that  the  Love 
•of  Children  does  not  go  back  to  their  Parents  in  fo  great 
<a  Degsee.    To  which  we  may  add  this  other  AriJloUtia3$ 
Notion,  that  be  who  does  a  Benefit  to  any  onet  loves  him 
better  than  he  is  beloved  by  him  %  and  he  to  whom  a  Be- 
nefit is  due,  loves  better  than  he  who  owes  k  :  So  every 
Artificer  is  fonder  of  his  Workinanfhip  than,  if  that  Piece 
of  Work  had  Senfe,  it  would  be  of  him,  tbrafmuch  as 
'tis  dear  to  us  to  exift,  and  as  Exigence  confifts  in  Mo* 
tion  and  A&ion :  For  this  Reason  every  one  has,  in  fome 
fort,  a  Being  \sl  his  Work.     He  who  does  a  good  Office, 
does  a  Thing  that  is  brave  and  hoaeft :  He  who  receives 
it  only  prafbiies  the  Utile.    Now  the  Utile  is  not  near  fo 
amiable  as  the  Hmefium.    The  Honeftum  is  (lable  and  per- 
manent, itipplying  him  who  has  performed  it  with  a 
.conftant  SatisfaAion.    The  Utile  lofes  itfelf,  and  eafily 
Aides  away  ;  nor  is  the  Memory  of  it  either  lb  frefh  or 
fragrant.    Thofe  Things  are  deareil  to  us  that  have  coft 
moft,  and  Giving  is  more  chargeable  than  Receiving. 

Since  it  has  pleaied  God  to  endue  us  with  fome  Capa- 
dty  of  difcuiling  Things,  to  the  End  that  we  7-^  ^^jk^^  £„j 
may  not  be  flavifhiy  fubjeft,  like  the  brute  M*»i  ere  ara- 
Animals,  to  the  common  Laws  of  Nature,  ^^^  capable  of 
but  that  we  may  apply  ourfelves  to  them  with  ^^''^^'''^' 
Judgment  and  Free-will;  we  ought,  indeed,  to  yield  a 
little  to  the  mere  Authority  of  Nature,  but  not  to  fuffir 
ourfelves  to  be  tyrannically  hurried  away  by  her ;  for  Rea- 
fon  ought  to  be  the  fole  Coodufter  of  ol'ir  Inclinations. 
For  my  own  Part,  I  have  a  ftrangc  Dif^jft  to  thole  Pro- 
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{^enficfflis  that  ftatt  up  in  us  without  the  XHreffcion  and  Me- 
diation qi  our  Judgment :  As  forlnftance,  while  I  am 
treating  of  the  Subjed,  I  cahiioc  emeftain  the  Paffion  of 
dandling  Infantislnthe Month,  when  they  have  nadiftin- 
gulihable  Motion  in  the  Soul,  nor  Shape  of  Body  to  make 
them  amiable';  and  I  never  willingly  fuifeifbd.themtobe 
nurfcd  in  my  Prefence.      .  .  » 

An  Aflfedion  that  is  real,  and  Well  regulated,  ought  to 
mat  ought  to  fprii^g  and  increafewith  the  Knowledge  they 
te  the  Love  of  give  US  of  themfelvcs,  and  then,  if  they  arc 
Fatynts  to  their  worthy  of  it,  natural  Propenfion,  walking  in 
ChiUren.  ^^^  ^^^^  p^^^  ^j^.}^  Reafon,  will  make  us  che- 

rifli  them  with  a  Fondncfs  truly  paternal ;  and,  if  they  arc 
dtherwife,  we  ought  in  the  fame  manner  to  exercife  our 
Judgment  of  them  by  always  fubmitting  to  Reafon,  not- 
withftanding  the  Power  of  Nature.  But  it  oftsen  happens 
on  the  contrary ;  and,  generally  fpeaking,  we  are  more 
fmitten  with  the  Caperings  and  filly  Frolics  of  our  Chil- 
<lren,  than  we  are  afterwards  with' tbeir  A'dions  when  they 
are  fully  methodifed ;  as  if  we  had  loved  them  for  our 
Pailime,  as  Monkeys,  not  as  human  Beings.  •.  And  there 
«re  fome  who  furnifli  their  Childiwi'bountitully  .with  Play^ 
things,  yet  grudge  the  leafk  necefliry  Expence  for.  them 
when  they  are  groWn  •up*  Nayylitfeemsasifour  being 
more  niggardly  and  clofc-fifted  to  dxcm  proceeded  from 
our  Envy  at  feeing  them  make  a* Figure,  and'ehjoy  them^- 
fclves  in  the  World  when  we  are  en  the  Pcdnt  of^leavinfi  it. 
We' are  vexed  to  ffce  them  treacJ  upbn  our  Heels,  as  if  wey 
wanted  us  to  be  gone  :  And  if- this  flioold  be  really , our 
Fear,  fince  fuch  is  the  Order  of  Things  that  .Childrea'can!- 
not,  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  exift  nor  live:but  at  the  Expence 
of  our  Being  and  Life,  we  fhould  never  have  concerned 
ourfelves  in  getting  them.  ■ 

For  my  Part,  I  think  it  Cruelty,  and  Injuftice  not  to 

Fathers  ought  ^"^^^  ^^^  ^^^^'  ^  Share  and  Partnerlhip  of 

to  admit  their  our  Subftance,  nor  to  affociate  them  in  the 

Children  to  a  Secret  of  our  domeftic  Affairs  when  they 

^^^'^"^  are  capable  of  fuch  Knowledge  •,  and  that  it' 

jtance.  -^ouid  be  altogether  as  wicked  for  us  not  to 
Icflcn,  abridge,  iand  contraft  our  own  Cohveniencies;  on 
2  Purpofc 
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Furpofe  td  make  Provifion  for  theirs,  fince  we  begat  them 
for  that  End.  'Tis  unjuft,  diat  an  old  Father,  battered 
with  Age,  and  one  Foot  in  the  Grave,  ihould  enjoy  alone, 
in  his  Chimney-corner,  the  Subftance  that  would  fuffice 
for  the  Maintenance  and  Advancement  of  feveral  Chil- 
dren, and  that  he  fhould  fuffer  them  to  lofe  the  beft  of  their . 
Time,  for  want  of  allowing  them  the  Means  to  put  them- 
felves  forward  in  the  Service  of  the  Public,  and  the  Know* 
ledge  of  Mankind. 

They  are  hereby  drove  to  a  defperate  Purfuit  of  Me- 
thods, how  unjuft  ibever,  to  provide  for  their  y  juf  f 
own  Support :  As  I  have  known,  in  my  ^^pj^a^ 
Time,  feveral  young  Men  of  good  Extrac-  forced  to  roS^ 
tion,  fo  addifted  to  Theft,  that  no  Correftion  « order  tofyp-^ 
could  cure  them  of  it.  I  knew  one  of  an^  ho-  ^^.  ^^^  ^^^J^ 
nourable  Family,,  to  whom,  at  the  Requeft  -^ 
•of  a  Brother  or  his,  a  very  honeft  and  brave  Gentle- 
man, I  fpoke  once  upon  this  Subject.  He  confefied 
to  me,  very  frankly,  that  he  had  been  forced  into  this 
dirty  Road  by  the  Severity  and  Avarice  of  his  Father, 
and  that  now  he  was.  fo  accuftomed  to  it,  that  he  coulcl, 
not  leave  it  off:  And  at  this  Time  being,  with  feveral 
others,  at  a  Lady's  Levee,  he  was  caught  filching  her 
Jewels.  It  put  me  in  mind  of  a  Story,  which  I  had  heard 
of  another  Gentleman  fo  habituated  and  accomplifhed  in 
this  fine  Profeflion  in  his  youthful  Days,  that  when  he 
xrame  to  his^  paternal  Eftate,  and  determined  to  abandon 
the  Practice,  he  could  not  pafs  by  a  Shop  where  there  was 
any  Thing  thft  he  wanted,  without  fteaUng  it,  though  he 
had  the  Diigrace  of  fending  the  Money  afterwards  to  pay 
foe  it.  And  I  myfelf  have  Icen  feveral  fo  addicted  to  this 
Crime,  that  they  could  not  even  forbear  pilfering  Things 
from  their  Companions,  though  with  an  Intent  to  reftore 
them.  I  am  a  Gafcon^  yet  there  is  no  Vice  that  I  am  Icfs 
acquainted  with  than  this.  I  hate  it  fomething  more  by 
Difpofition  than  I  condemn  it  by  Difcourfe.'  I  have  not 
io  much  as  a  Defire  for  any  Thing  that  is  another  Man's. 
This  Provinceof  burs  is,  in  Truth,  a  little  more  in  Dif- 
grace  than  the  other  Parts  of  x}cit  French  Nation  ;  and  yet 
•^vtlikve  fcen,  in  our  Time,  feveral  Men,  of  good  Families, 

•...-.■.•;-.  of 
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of  other  Provinces,  in  the  Hands  of  Juftice,  after  being 
convidcd  of  many  ihocking  Robberies.  I  wiffi  the  Fa- 
thers are  not,  in  fonie  Meafure,  to  blame  for  this  Vice  of 
the  Sons. 

And  if  a  Man  ihould  teli  me,  as  a  Nobleman,  of  very 
BadExcufeof  good  Underftanding,  once  did,  that  *  ha 
ihe  Fathers,  *  hoarded  up  Wealth  for  no.  other  Uie  and 
•8^  iMtrd  4  Advantage  but  to  make  himfelf  honoured 
gainthTZri  *  ^^^  courted  by  his  Kindred  ;  and  that,  Ag« 
kefpe&frBm  *  having  deprived  him  of  all  other  Ability, 
theirCbildren.    c  \i  was  the  fokj  Remedy  he  had  left  to  keep 

*  up  his  Authority  in  his  Family,  and  to  prevent  his  fall- 

•  ing  into  the  Contempt  and  Scorn  of  the  World  (though 

•  in  Truths  according  to  Arifrotley  not  only  old  Age,  but 

•  every  Infirmity  is  the  Promoter  of  Avarice :)     This  is 

*  faying  fomething,  but  'tis  Phyfic  for  a  Diita&  of  which 

*  we  ought  to  avoid  the  Source.* 

Very  miferable  is  that  Father,  who  has  no  other  Hold 
iTL  Tijr  I  ^*  '^'^  Childrens  Affeftion  (if  this  deferve  the 
mTf!-  Name  of  AfFeftion)  but  the  N«ed  they  ftand 
iherflftmU pro-^  in  of  his  Affiftance*  He  muft  render  himfelf 
€Mre  tht  Ri-  worthy  of  Refpcft  by  his  Virtue  and  Wif*- 
'^J^iJL^"  dom,  and  of  Love  by  his  Bounty  and  en- 
gaging Behaviour.  Even  the  very  Afties  of 
a  rich  Material  have  their  Value,  and  we  are  accuftomed 
to  have  a  Refped  and  Reverence  for  the  Bones  and  Re- 
liques  of  Perlbns  of  true  Worth.  No  old  Age  can  be  fo 
feeble  and  difagreeable  in  thofe  who  have  pafTed  their  Days 
in  Honour,  but  it  muft  be  venerable,  and  particularly  to 
their  Children,  whole  Minds  he  muft  have  formed  to  tneir 
Puty  by  Rcafon,  not  by  Neceflity  and  the  Need  they 
;have  of  him,  nor  by  Roughnefs  and  Force. 

et  err  at  longe  med  quidem  fententid^ 

Qui  imp er turn  credat  ejfe  gravius  autfiabiUus 
Vi  quod  Jit y  quam  illud  quod  amcitid  adjungitur  \ 

And  he  does  widely  differ  ^m  my  Senie» 
Who  ?hinjks  the  Power  gam'd  by  Violence 
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More  lafting  and  fubftantial  than  that 
Which  Gcntlenefs  and  Friendihip  do  create. 

I  condemn  all  Violence  in  the  Education  <^.tender  Minds 
that  arc  to  be  trained  up  to  Honour  and  Li-  /j^fo^^  /« the 
berty.  There  is  I  know  not  what  Servility  in  Educathn  cf 
Rigour  and  Conftraint,  and  am  of  Opinion  CbUdnn  mt- 
that  what  cannot  be  done  by  Reafon,  Pru-  ^^*«^ 
dence,  and  Addrefs,  is  never  to  be  t&€tcd  by  Force.  I 
myfelf  was  brought  up  ^ter  this  manner ;  and  they  tell 
me,  that,  in  my  firft  Stage  of  Life,  I  never  was  whipp'd 
but  twice>  and  that  very  gently.  I  intended  to  have  prac- 
tifed  the  fame  Method  with  my  Children,  who  all  died  at 
Nurfe,  except  Leomra^  my  only  Daughter,  who  is  &x 
Years  old,  and  upwards,  and  never  has  had  any  worfe 
Corredion  for  her  chitdifh  Faulty,  and  for  the  Regulation 
of  her  Condu£):  (by  the  eafy  Concurrence  of  her  Mother^s 
Indulgence)  than  Words,  and  thoie  very  gentle.  And« 
though  my  Defire  fhould  herein  be  fruftrated,  there  are 
other  Caufes  to  lay  the  Fault  on,  without  reproaching  my 
Difcipline,  which  I  know  to  be  juft  and  natural.  I  fhould 
have  been  more  ferious,  in  this  Refpedt,  towards  the  Males^ 
as  born  to  lefs  Subjedtion,  and  a  State  of  greater  Liberty, 
and  fhould  have  aimed  to  have  enlarged  their  Hearts  with 
Sincerity  and  Franknefs.  I  never  obferved  that  Whipping 
had  any  other  Effeft  than  to  render  thofe  who  fuffered  it 
more  daflardly,  or  more  hardened  in  Wickednefs. 

Do  we  wifb  to  be  beloved  by  our  Children  ?    Do  we  de- 
fire  to  deprive  them  of  all  Occafion  to  wifh   ^^^  ^^^^  j^r 
for  our  Death  ?  (though  no  Occafion  of  fo  fir  Parents  t9 
horrid  a  Wifh  can  be  either  juft  or  excufable,   gam  the  Lov 
Nullum  fcelus  rationem  babet,  i.  e.  No  Crime  ^   £^«'-  ^^- 
is  founded  upon  Reafon)  let  us  give  them  all 
the  reafonable  Accbmmodacions  of  Life  that  are  in  our 
Power.     In  order  to  this  we  fhould  not  marry  fo  young 
that  our  Age  may  happen,  in  Time,  as  it  were,  to  be  con- 
founded with  theirs ;  for  this  Inconvenience  plunges  us 
into  many  great  Difficulties.     I  addrefs  this  particularly  to 
our  Gentry,  who  have  little  or  nothing  to  do,  and  live,  as 
they  call  it,  only  upon  their  Eftates  *,  tor,  as  to  others  who 

have 
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have  their  Livelihood  to  get,  the  Plurality  and  Sodety  of 
their  Children  is*  an  Advantage  to  their  Management  of 
Affairt,  they  being  fo  aiapy  new  Tools  and  Inftruments 
wherewith  to  grow  rich.  .     .     ,*.       . 

I  was  married  at  thirty-thcee  Yeats  of  Age,  and  com- 
Ti^  mo/ffro-  •  mtt\d  4^ififitlii9i  Opinion  v.  who,  ftjs  faid,  ap- 
fer  Jgtf^r  '  pjoved  pf  thirty- fivc.  PlatOj  who.  was  againCt 
Marriage.  .  Marriage  before  thirty,  had  Reafon  to  ridi- 
culc  thofe.wlio. enter  into  that  State  after  fifty- fiye,  and  he 
condcmn^j  their  JUTue  as  uoworthy  of  Alimenit  and  Life. 
Shales  gave  truer  Limits  to  it,  who,  being  prefled  by  his 
Mother  to  marry  whilft  he  was  young,  faid,  //  wasnoiyet 
^ime '  \  and  being  ui^ed  agaia  to  it,,  whe^  he  was  ad-: 
vanced  in  Years,  replic^d^  It  was  too  late  in  Life.  We 
muft  not  ^ve  an  Opportunity  to  every  Importunity.  The 
ancient  Cauls  thought  it  a  moft  reproachful  Thing  '  for  a 
Man  to  h^ve  Society  with  a  Woman  before  the  Age.  of 
twenty,  and  efbecially  recommenced  it  to  the  Men  who 
dcfigncd  themlelves  for  War,  to  keep  their  Virginity  till 
well  grown  in  Years,  forafm.uch  as  Courage  is  abated  an4 
de verted  by  Copulation  with. Women.   . 

A0  hor  congiunto  a  giovinetta  fpofa^ 
E  lieto  homai  defigU^  era  invilito 
Negti  affetti  di  padre j  e  di  marito  \   '- 

But  now  he  has  a  Spoufe  that^'s  Young  and  Fair,  . 

His  Courage  is  abated,  and  his  Care. 

His  Wife  and  Children  do  betwixt  them  (hare. 

Mnkajfes  King  of  Tunis^  who  was^  reftored  to  his  Domi* 
nlons  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V,  repnoached  the  Memory 
of  his  Father  Mahomet^  for  keeping  fo  oKich  Company 
with  the  Women,  calling  him  loofe^  effeminate^  and  a  Get^ 
ter  of  Children.    The  Greek  Hiftory  obferves  of  Icctis''  the 

'     -r.  Tar^entine* 

•   •  ^  ^ 

'    '  Dhgenes  Laert.  in  the  Life  of  TJIfobs,  lib.  L  feft.  26.  ...J.  ... 

"  Wlut  Montaigne  afenbes  htre  to  the  Cauls  C^efar  ii^y^.  expre^ly  of  the 

Cermcms  de  BeUo  GaUico^  lib.-vi.  J^i  diutijfime  iinfukeres  permanferunt^  maxi^ 

mam  inter  fuoiferunt  laudemy  Set, 

'  II  Ti^  Gierafalem  iiberata^- Canto  X.  8tn»|  39.  '  •' 

"  In  all  the  Editions  of  Montaigne  that  I  could  ever  get  a  Sight  of,  n«t 

excepting  thcTtonfLtioi^qf  it  by  Mr.  Cfl^««-'tis  Jcaa  iq^ead  ^Jcaa. 
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8^0riniine^  Qhryjfo^  AftjlliUj  Dhpmipus^  and  others,  char^ 
for  the  fake  of  keeping;  their  Bodies  in  due  Strength  for 
Service  at  the  O^mic  Game$t  WreiUing,  and  the  like 
Exercifes,.  they  ^^nied  themfelyes  all  Commerce  with  Fe- 
nus  as*  long  as  that  iService  lafted  "*".  There's  a  certain 
Country  in  the  Sjpanijh  fVeft- Indies^  where  the  Men  are  not 
allowed  t6  marry  till  they  arc.  turned  of  forty,  and  yet  the 
Girls  are  permitted  to  do  it  at  ten. '  *Tis  not  Time  for  a 
(Sentleman  of  thirty-five  Years  old  to  give  Place  to  his  Soa 
who  is  twenty,  he  being  himfelf  in  a  Capacity  to  feinrt 
in  warlike  Expeditions,  or  at  his  Prince's  Court,  and  hav* 
ing  fb  much  Need  of  all  his.  Accoutrements,  that  though 
he  ought  certainly  to  part  with  a  Share  to  his  Son^  yet 
it  fliould  ncto  be  fo  great  as  to  leave  himfelf  unfurnifhed: 
And  fuch  ao^e^may  juftly  make  ufe  of  the  Saying  com- 
mon in  the  Mouths  of  Fathers  :  /  have  no  Mind  to  put  off 
my  Cloatbs  before ^  I  go  to  Bed.  » 

!:  But  a  Father  who  is  bowed  down  with  old  Age  and  In* 
JBrmities,-  and  deprived  of  the;  com  mon  Socie-  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
ty  of  Manldnd'  by  his  Weaknefs  and  Want  is  fitptnmmtiJ 
of  Health,^  injures  both  himfelf  and  his  Fa-  •^g^  togi^e  • 
mily,  by  brooding,  to.no  Pyrpofe,  over  a  J^^^^^^*'* 
great  Heap  of  Trcafurc. : .  He  has  lived  long 
enough,  if  he  be^  wife,,  to  have  a  Defire  to  ftrip,  I  don't 
mean,  to  his  Skin,  but  to  his  Shirt,  and  a  warm  Night- 
gown, and  take,  to  his  Bed-chamber,  furrendering  all  other 
Grandeur,  of  which  Ub  has  no'  further  Ufe,  to  thofe  to 
whom  it  ought  to  belong  by  the  Law  of  Nature.  'Tis 
but  Reafon  that  he.n;LOuld  leave  the  Ufe  of  it  to  them,  fee- 
ing Nature  Has  deprived  him  of  the  Enjoyment  of  it  i 
otherwife  there  is,  undoubtedly.  Ill-nature  and  Envy*in 
the  Cafe.  The  greateft  Adion  that  was  ever  performed  by 
the  £mj)eror  Charles  Y^  was  when,  in  Imitation  of  fome  of 
the  Ancients  of  his  Quality,  he  confeffed,  that  Reafon 
plainly  commands  us  to  ftrip  off  our  Cloachs  when  they 
grow  too  heavy  and  cumberfome,  and  to  lie  down  when 
our  Legs  fail  us  :  For  when  he  found  himfelf  deficient'  of 
the  Spirit  and  Ability  for  the  Condud  of  Affairs,  with  the 

Glory 

>  Plato  de  Legibus,  lib.  viii.  p,  6^. 


y9  AloNtAJGNB^i  Efiys^         Book  KL 

Glory  which  he  had  thcpetn  acquired^  he  refigned  his  fie- 
venues.  Grandeur^  and  Porwer  to  his  Son. 

Solve  fenefcentem  mature  fanns  equum^  ne 
Peccet  ad  exiremum  rid^ndus^  et  iUa  ducat  \ 

The  old  worn  Courfer  in  good  Time  difmifs^ 
Left  falling  in  the  Race  Spe&ators  hifs. 

This  Fault  of  a  Man's  not  knowing  himlelf  in  Time, 
and  of  being  infenfible  of  the  Feeblenefs  and  extreme  Al- 
teration which  Age  naturally  brings  with  it,  and  which, 
in  my  Opinion,  equally  aflfedts  both  the  Soul  and  Body, 
(and  the  Soul,  perhaps,  as  much  more  again  than  the 
Body)  has  funk  the  Reputation  of  moft  of  the  great  Men 
in  the  World.  I  have  known,  in  my  Time,  and  been  in- 
timately acquainted  with  (bme  Perfonages  in  great  Power, 
who,  'twas  eafy  to  difcern,  were  ftrangely  lapfed  from 
the  Abilities  which  I  was  furc  they  were  once  endued, 
with  by  the  Reputation  they  had  acquired  in  their  beft 
Days  :  And,  for  the  fake  or  their  Honour,  I  have  wifhcd 
them  at  Home  at  their  .Eafe,  difcharged  of  their  public 
)znd  military  Employments,  which  were  grown  too  heavy 
for  their  Shoulders.  I  was  formerly  very  familiar  in  the 
Houfe  of  a  Gentleman  who  was  a  Widower,  and  very 
old,  yet  hearty,  who  had  feveral  Daughters  marriageable, 
and  a  Son  too  of  ripe  Years.  Such  a  Family  brought  up* 
on  him  many  Vifits,  and  a  great  Expence,  which  he  did 
not  much  like,  not  only  in  regard  to  Frugality,  but  much 
lefs  becaufe,  by  reafon  of  his  Ag^,  he  had  taken  up  i 
Courfe  of  Life  far  different  from  ours.  I  faid  to  him, 
one  Day,  a  little  freely,  as  I  ufed  to  do,  that  it  would  be- 
come him  better  to  give  Place  to  us,  to  let  his  Son  have 
his  principal  Houfe,  (that  being  the  only  one  he  had  that 
was  convenient  and  well  furniftied)  and  to  retire  to  an 
Eftate  he  had  hard  by,  where  no-body  would  trouble  his 
Rcpofe,  becaufe  he  could  not  orherwife  avoid  our  Impor- 
tunity, confidering  the  Condition  of  his  Children.  He 
took  my  Advice  afterwards,  and  fouhd  BeneBt  by  it.  | 
don't  mean,  that  a  Man  (hould  make  over  what  he  has  to 

his 
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his  Children  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  difabie  him  from  re* 
Cra&ing.  I  rajrielf,  who  am  juft  at  the  Age  for  adbing  the 
^ame  Past,  would  iet  them  have  the  Enjoyment  of  my 
Houfe  and  Subftance,  i^ut  wioh  a  Power  of  Revocation  )£ 
they  gave  me  -Occafion  for  it :   I  would  leave  them  the 
Ufe  thereof,  becanfe  they  would  be  no  longer  proper  for  . 
me ;  and,  as  to  the  Authority  over  the  whole,  I  would  re- 
ferve  to  myfelf  juft  what  Share  of  it  I  thought  fit,  hav- 
ing ever  been  of  Opinion,  that  it  muft  be  a  great  Satif- 
fa£tion  to  an  aged  Father,  for  himfeif  to  put  his  Children 
into  the  Way  of  managing  his  Affairs,  and  to  have  Pow- 
er, during  his  Life,  to  controul  their  Behaviour,  fupply- 
ing  them  with  Inftru6tion  and  Advice  from  his  own  Fund 
of  Experience,  and  for  himfeif  to  diredl  his  Succeflbrs  in 
the  Way  of  prefcrving  the  ancient  Honour  and  Order  of 
his  Family,  and  by  that  Means  be  fure  of  not  being  dif- 
appointed  in  the  Hopes  he  may  conceive  of  their  future 
ConduA  :  To  tiiis  End  I  would  not  avoid  their  Company, 
but  would  have  a  ftrift  Eye  over  them,  and  partake,  as 
iar  as  my  Age  would  permit,  of  their  Feafts  and  Joilitry. 
If  I  did  not  live  amongft  them,  (which  I  could  not  do 
without  fpoxling  their  Mirth  by  the  Morofenefs  of  my 
Ag^  and  the  Complaint  of  my  Ailments,  and  without 
{>utting  a  Coaftraint  and  a  Force  upon  the  Rules  and 
Forms  of  living  lihould  then  have  eftablifhed)  I  would, 
tit  leaft,  live  near  to  them,  in  fome  Part  of  my  Houfe, 
4iot  the  beft  for  Shew,  but  the  mod  commodious.    I  would 
not  be  like  a  Dean  of  St.  Hilary  of  PoiSiers^  whom  I  faw, 
fome  Years  a^o,  abandoned  to  fuch  a  folitary  Retirement, 
by  reafon  or  his  Melancholy,  that,  when  I  entered  his 
Chamber,  he  had  never  ftirred  out  of  it  in  twenty-two 
Years,  and  yet  all  his  Motions  were  free  and  eafy,  faving 
a  Rheum  that  had  i^llen  upon  his  Lungs. .  He  would 
hardly  iufier  any-body  to  come  and  fee  him  once  a  Week, 
but  always  kept  himfeif  (hut  up  in  his  Chamber  alone, 
except  that  he  had  fomething  brought  to  him  once  a  Day 
to  eat,  by  a  Servant,  who  did  but  juft  come  in  and  go  out 
again.     His  Employment  was  walking  up  and  down  the 
Room,  and  reading  a  Book,  (for  he  had  a  Smattering  of 
Learning)  bcingobftinatcly  bent  todiein  this  Retirement, 
2  aa 
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as  he  did  foon  after.  I  would  endeavour,  by  engaging 
Converfation,  to  breed,  a  lively  and  unfeigned  Friendfhip 
and  Good- will  in  my  Children  towards  me,  which>  in 
well-dilpofed  Minds,  is  not  hard  to  do ;  for,  if  they  are 
mad  Brutes,  of  which  this  Age  of  ours  produces  Thou* 
iands,  we  mufl  then  abhor  and  fhun  them.  '    ' 

I  hate  the  Cuftom  of  forbidding  Children  to  call  their 

Children  ought  ^^^^^^  ^y  ^^^  Name  of  Father,  and  enjoin- 
mt  t9  he  forbid  ing  them  to  ufe  another,  as  more  reverential  j 
Hf  call  them  by  as  if  Nature  had  not  fufflciently  provided  fof 
t^  Name  of  ^}^^  Eftabliflimcnt  of  our  Authority.  We  in- 
^'^^''^  voke  the  Almighty  God  by  .the  Stile  of  F«. 

thevy  and  yet  fcorn  that  our  Children  fliould  call  us  fo. 
This  is  an  Error  ^  which  I  have  reformed  in  my  Family.    • 

*Tis  alfo  Folly  and  Injuftice  to  deprive  Children,  whea 
Children  that  g^'^wn  Up,  of  Familiarity  with  their  Fathers; 
€Bregro'wn  up  ^nd  to  think  to  keep  them  in  Awe  and  Obe- 
Mgijt  to  be  ad'  dicnce  by  the  Fathers  afTumiog  an  auftere  and 
mttedtoaFa-  fupercilious  Countenance  towards  them.  For 
ILkF^hns.     '^^^  ^  "^^^^  Farce  this,  which,  fo  far  from  an^ 

fwering  the  End,  renders  the  Fathers  nauieouis 
to  their  Children,  and,  what  is  worfe,  ridiculous;: /.They 
have  Youth  and  Vigour  of  their  Side^  and  cooiitqujeniiy 
the  Vogue  and  Favour  of  the  World,  and  dt)  but  laugh^ 
with  Contempt,  at  the  haughty,  tyradnicaU^  i  akid.  fearer- 
crow  Looks  of  a  Man  without  Blood  either  in  his  Heart  or 
his  Veins  :  Though  I  could  make  myfelf  feared,  yctl  had 
much  rather  make  myfelf  be  loved.  ,.;■•- 

There  are  fo  many  various  Defefts  in  old  Age,,  fo'  much 

Difability,  and  'tis  fo  liable  to  Contempt, 

hflanceofau     that  the  beft  Purchafe  fuch  a  Min  cah  makb 

IfimL^^Tbe  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Kindnefs  of  his  Family,  Com- 
jfh^midable,  be-  ^aud  and  Terror  being  no  longer  his  Wear 
cojM  contempti'  poHs.  I  have  known  ia  certain  Man,  who» 
^^^^  having  been  very  ir%foIent  in  his  Youth,  when 

he  came  to  be  old,   though  he  was  in  as 

good 

T  The  good  King  Henry  IV.  reformed  it  alfo  in  his  Faxnilyy  for  Ftrtfixus 
&ysy  he  would  not  have  his  Children  call  him  Moi^euTf  or  Str^  an  Appd- 
iation  whiclLfeems  to  make  the  Father  and  the  Children  Strangers*  an4 
which  is  a  Mark  of  Sabje6lion  and  Slavery;  but  that  they  ihould  call  hiii) 
Pajta^  or  Father ^  an  Appellation  of  Love  and  Tcndernefs.  Hifory  ^  Henry 
/j^f  Great,  p.  yoj.  , 
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ood  Health  as  could  be,  yet  would  lay  about  him,  bite 
is  Teeth,  fwear»  ftorm,  and  blufter  more  than  any  Bully^ 
in  Fraffce^  a  Prey  to  his  own  Jealoufy  and  Vigilance  \  and 
all  owing  to  the  Combination  of  his  Family,  who  have 
the  Command  of  the  beft  Share  of  his  Barn,  Cellar,  and 
Money-cheil:,  though  he  will  fooner  part  with  his  Eyes 
than  the  Keys  in  his  Purfe  :  Whilft  he  hugs  himfelf  with 
the  Frugality  and  Niggardlinefs  of  his  Table,  in  all  the 
detached  Parts  of  his  Houfe  there's  nothing  but  Rioting, 
Play,  and  Profiifion  of  Expence,  and  cracking  of  Jokes 
at  his  fruitlefs  Choler.  and  Caution.  Every  one  is  a  Cen- 
tinel  againfl  him,  and  if,  by  Accident,  any  Wretch  that 
lerves  him  takes  his  Part,  they  inflantly  make  him  liable 
to  his  Sufpicion,  this  being  a  Bait  that  old  Age  is  apt  e« 
nough,  ot  itfeif,  to  fnap  at.  How  oft  has  this  Gentle- 
man boafted  to  me  in  what  great  Awe  he  kept  his  Family, 
and  ]|^ow  exad  an  Obedience  and  Reverence  they  paid  him  I 
How  clearly  did  this  Man  fee  into  his  own  Affairs ! 

nie  folus  nefcit  omnia  '• 

Yet  he  alone  is  ignorant  of  every  Thing* 

I  don't  knbw  any  Man  that  can  mufter  more  Parts,  both 
Natural  and  Acquired,  proper  to  maintain  fuch  a  Domi- 
nion, thah'he^  yet  he  has  no  more  command  of  them  than 
a  Child  :  Therefore  I  have  fingled  him  out,  as  the  moft 
cjfcemplary  In(bmce  of  all  that  I  know  of  fuch  a  Temper. 
It  were  a  Subjeft  fufficient  for  a  Queftion  in  the  Schools, 
Whether  he  is  better  thus  than  otherwife  ?  In  his  Prefencc 
all  fubmit  to  him,  and  give  fo  much  Way  to  his  Vanity, 
that  no^body  ever  refills  him  :  He  is  as  much  believed, 
feared,  and  refpcfted  as  his  Heart  can  defirc :  Does  he 
give  a  Difmiffion  to  a  Servant  ?  He  packs  up  his  Bundle, 
and  is  gone;  but  'tis  no  farther  than  out  of  his  Prefence  .: 
The  Pace  ctf  old  Age  is  fo  flow,  and  the  Scnfes  then  fo 
confufed,  that  the  difcarded  Perfon  will  live  and  officiate, 
9S  before,  in  the  fame  Houfe,  a  Year  together  without  be- 
VouII.    .  G  .     ing 
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ing  perceived ;  and,  when  'tis  i  proper  Seafon,  Letters 
arc  pretended  to  come  from  a  great  Way  off,  very  pti- 
ful,  fupplianty  and  full  of  Promifes  of  Amendmentt  by 
Virtue  of  whidh  he  is  again  received  into  Favbun  Does 
Monfieur  make  any  Barg^n^  or  fend  away  any  Diipatch 
that  does  not  pleafe  ?  'Tis  fupprefled,  and  Reafons  enough 
Invented  afterwards,  to  excufe  the  Failure  of  the  Execu- 
tion, or  of  the  Anfwer.  As  no  ftrange  Letters  are  brought 
to  him  in  the  firfl  Place,  he  never  fees  any  but  thofe  that 
are  thought  fit  for  his  Knowledge  :  If,  by  Accident,  they 
come  firfl:  to  his  Hand,^  as  he  is  ufed  to  truft  a  cercun 
Pcrfon  to  read  thekn  to  him,  he  reads,  extempore^  what  he 
plcafes,'  and  every  now  and  tKen  makes  fuch  a  one  aik 
his  Pardon  in  the  fame  Letter  wherein  he  abuies  him.  In 
fine,  he  fees  nothing  but  by  fokne  Fi£tion  prepared  and  pre* 
concerted,  and  the  moft  fatisfai5tory  that  can  be  invented^ 
ibr  fear  of  roufing  his  Chagrine  antl  Choier*  I  have  feen 
enough  of  long  and  conftant  Scenes  of  GEconomy  Of  dif- 
ferent Forms,,  but  all  to  the  fame  £f&£t. 

Women  are  always  apt  t(^  crofs  their  Hufbands  Incli- 
OU  Men  d%-  nation  ^.  They  lay  hold,  with  both  Hands, 
cri^vtd  hy  thiir  on  all  Occafions  to  quarrel  with  them,  and 
Htvis.  ^^  jjpjj  Excufc  fervcs  for  a  pknaxy  Jullifica- 

tion.  I  knew  one  who  made  no  Confcience  to  rob  her 
Hufband  by  Wholelale,  that,  as  fhe  told  her  Confeilbr^ 
Ihe  might  have  the  more  to  give  in  Charity.  No  Ma- 
nagement feems  to  them  of  futllcicnt  Dignity,  if  procead- 
ing  from  the  Hulbands  Conceflion,  They  muft  vfurp  it,  ei- 
ther by  Craft  or  Inlblence,  and  always  injurioufly^.  in  order 
€0  give  it  a  Grace  and  Authority  :  As  in  the  Cafe  I  am 
fpeaking  of,  when  'tis  againft  a  poor  old  Man,,  and  in 
Favour  of  the  Cliildren,  then  they  make  a  Handle  of  this^ 
Plea,  and  render  it  fubfen-ient  to  their  Paflion  with  Glo- 
ry ;  and,  as  in  a  common  Servitude,  eafily  cabal  againft 
his  Dominion  and  Government.  If  diey  be  Males  grown 
up  and  flourifhing^  they  do  alio  fuddenly  (iibom,  either 

by 

^  \Mus  I  here  U)  i<  n«^r  tc^  A^-p.:-oro,  but  onhr  tD  exphin  Mmuigmf% 
Ojsnion ;  tlv,  petkif^s  I  ku\^  :ecii  as  nuav  Hu^baiids  iiokniiy  droiracg 
c^cir  >\  ;vcs  as  Wi«vi  tK^i  £re  fend  or  oottffg  dicir  liaftid:* 
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^y  Force  or  Favour,  die  Steward,  the  Rent-gatherer,  And 
^1  the  reft. 

Thofe  Men  who  have  neither  Wife  nor  Child,  io  noC 
^  e^fiJy  fall  into  this  Misfortune,  but>  when    Others  iy  their 
they  do,  Aey  fuffer  niore  cruelly  and  unde^    Domftia. 
fervingly.     Old  Cato  faid,  in  his  Time,  So  many  Servants^ 
fo  maiMy  Enemies*    Confider  then,  whether,  according  to 
the  Difference  betwixt  the  Purity  of  the  Age  he  lived  in, 
and  the  Corruption  of  the  preient,  he  did  not  mean  to  ad- 
vertife  us,  that  Wife,  Son,  and  Servant  are  fo  many  Ene- 
inies  to  us.     ^Tis  of  good  Service  to  decrepid  old  Age^ 
that  it.furnifhes  us  with  the  Pleafure  of  Inlenfibiiity  and 
Ignoranqe,  and  -a  Facility  of  being  deceived.     For,  did 
we  fee  js^nd  repine  at  it,  what  would  become  of  us,  elpe- 
frially  in  fuch  an  Age  as  this,  when  the  Judges,  who  are 
to  decide  our  Controverfies,  are  generally  partial  to  the 
Youth,  and  interefted  in  the  Caufes  ?  In  Cafe  that  I  fliould. 
not  difcover  (his  Fraud,  I  cannot,  at  leaft)  fail  to  difcern 
th^t  I  am  liable  to  be  ;Cheated,  and  can  a  Man  ever  extol 
a  Friend  too  much  in  Comparifon  with  thefe  civil  Ties  ? 
^he  very  Image  of  it,  which  I  fee  fo  pure  in  Beafts,  how 
do  I  adore  it !   If  others  cheat  me,  at  leaft  I  do  not  de* 
ceive  myfelf  in  thinking  I  am  able  to  guard  againft  them, 
pr  in  cudgelling  my  Brains  how  to  avoid  their  Snares.  I  pro-- 
te6t  myfelf  from  fuch  Treachery  in  my  own  Bofom,  not  by 
a  reftle&  and  turbulent  Curiofity,  but  rather  by  Mirth  and 
kefolution.    When  I  hear  Talk  of  any  one's  Condition^ 
j  don't  give  myfelf  a  Thought  about  him,  but  I  prefent- 
ly  look  into  myfelf  to  fee  how  it  is  with  me :  Whatever 
couches  another,  Concerns  me :  The  Accident  that  has 
befallen  him  is  a  Warning  to  me,  and  roufes  my  Atten- 
tion Qp  f^hat  Side :  Every  Day  and  every  Hour  we  fay 
Things  of  another,  which  we  might  more  properly  fay  of 
ourfelves,  could  we  but  recal  our  Obiervations  home,  as 
well  as  extend  them  abroad  !  And  feveral  Authors  have, 
in  ithis  manner,  prejudiced  their  own  Caufe,  by  running 
precipitantly  againft  that  which  they  attack,  and  darting 
thofe  very  Shafts  againft*  their  Enemies,  that  might,  with 
greater  Advantage,  be  caft  back  upon  themfelves. 

G  a  The 
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-  The  late  Marihal  de  Monluc  having  lofl:  his  Son,  who 
FMtberi  ought  died  in  the  Ifland  of  Madera^  and  was,  in 
n  ixera/e  a  Truth,  a  brave  hopeful  young  Gentleman, 
Famharitj  difcovercd  to  Hic,  amongft  his  other.  Caufes 
CbiUnn  iA:hen  of  regretting  him,  what  a  Sorrow  and  a 
tbtyarccapa-  Heart-breaking  it  was  to*  him,  that  hie- had 
hie  of  it.  nev^r  been  familiar  with  him,  and  that,  by. 

fihe  Humour,  of  paternal  Gravity  and  Grimace,  he  had  loft 
^^  (he  Advantage  of  founding  and  thoroughly  knowing  his 
Son,  and  alfo  of  declaring  to  him  the  extraordinary  Love 
he  had  for  him,  and  the  worthy  Opinion  he  had  of  his 
Virtue.  •  Whereas,  faid  he^  the  poor  Youth  never  faw 
^  me  with  any  other  Countenance  towards  him  but  what 

*  was  ftern  and  difdainful,  and  has  left  this  World  with 

*  a  Belief  that  I  neither  knew  how  to  love  nor  efteem  him 

*  according  to  his  Merit.     For  whom  did  I  refcrve  the 

*  Difcovery  of  that  Angular  Affeftion  with  which  I  loved 

*  him  from  my  Soul-  ?  Ought  not  he  himfelf  to  have  had 
^  all  the  Pleafupe  of  it,  and  all  the  Obligation  ?  I  con* 

*  ftrained  and  even  tortured  myfelf  to  wear  the  filly  Maik, 
'  and  by  that  Means  loft  the  Pleafure  of  his  Conver&tioir, 
'  and  his  Inclination  into  the  Bargain,  which  could  not 

*  but  be  very  cold  towards  me,  as  I  had  always  treated 
^  him  rouorhly,  and  more  like  a  Tyrant  than  a  tender  Fa*- 

*  ther/  r think  this  Complaint  of  his  was  well  founded 
and  rational :  For,  as  I  know  by  too  certain  Experience, 
there  is  no  Confolation  fo  fweet,  in  the  Lofs  of  our  Friends, 
^s  the  Confcioufnefs  of  having  afbed  to  them  without  Re« 
ferve,  and  of  having  had  a  perfedl  and  intire  Communica^ 
tion  with  them.  O  my  Friend  ^  am  I  the  better  for  having 
been  fenfiblc  of  this,  or  am  I  the  worfe  ?-  \  am  rerily  much 
the  better  for  it.  This  Lamentation  for  the  Lofs  is  both  a 
Comfort  and  an  Honoyr  to  me  :  Is  it  not  a  pious  and  a 
pleafing  Office  of  my  Life  to  be  always  celebrating  my 
Friends  Obfequics  ?  Can  there  be  any  Poileffion  fo  valua- 
ble 

^  This  ApoAroplft  is  adJreded^  t>y  our  Author^  to  his  Friend  La  JS^tiutt 
2i  it  plainly  appears  bv  the  Difcourfe  upon  his  Death,  written  and  publiih* 
ed.  by  Montaigfii  himicU,  ;ind  which  you  will  find  at  die  End  of  this  riditioft. 
•ftheEflays. 
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lade  as  this  Privation :  I  open  my  Mind  to  my  Family  as 
much  as  I  can,  and  very  willingly  let  them  know  how 
they. and  every  one  elfb  ftand  ip  my  Opinion  and  Inclina- 
tion. I  am  eager  to  bring  out  and  expofe  my  felf  to  them*, 
being  unwilling  they  fhould  be  miftaken  in  me  in  any 
Thing.  Amongft  other  particular  Cuftom's  of  our  'an- 
cient Gauls^  one  was  this,  as  Qefar  hy^.viz.  That  the 
Sons  never  came  into  the  Prefence  of  their  Fathers,  nor 
durft  be  feen  Abroad  in  their  Company  till  they  begait  to 
bear  Arms ;  as  if  they  cncant  to  fayi  thaCthen  alfo  was  the 
Time  when  the  Father^  admitted  themito  their  Familia-- 
jity  ahjd  Acquaintance  % '.  ..  ■  \  ^ 

I  have  alfo  known  another  kind-H^f  Indifcretion  ia 
fome  Fathers  of  my  Time^  who  nojtjo^^utent  y^  jc^y. 
with,  depriving  their  Children,  during  their.  Ututtdtufi  9/ 
own  long  Lives,  of  the  Share  they'oughtoifa-  ^.F^tl^i  i^i^ 
turally  to  have  in  their  Fortunes,  whwiihey  -^^^^  'yf^- 
come  to  die,  transfer  to  tl^ir  Wives  the  fame  .^^'/>^^J^ 
Power  over  all  thieir  Goods  and  Chattels,  and .  their  Mft^es^^. 
.Liberty  to  difpofc  thereof  as  they  plcafc^  tven^enktir 
.And  I  knew  a  certain  Nobleman,  one  of  the  .^^'*" 
rdiief  Officers  of  our  Crown,  that,  by  Right  of  Succcf* 
lion,  had  an  Expeftancy  of  about  50,000  Crowps  Revenue^ 
who  died  neceflitous,  and  over  Head  an^  Etu-s  in  Debt, 
at  above  fifty  Years  of  Age,  .at  the  fame  Time  than  his 
Mother,  who  was  a  decrepid  old  Woman,  ftill  continued 
in  Pofrefl4on  of  his  whole  Eftate  by  Qrdef  of  his  Fathei:, 
.who  had,  for  his  Part,  lived  to  near  F^urfcore,  "  I  don't 
think  this  at  all  reafonable.  '    * 

I  am  therefore  of  Opinion,,  that  'tis  pf  very  littler  Ad- 
vantage to.  a  Man.  who  is  in  good  Circufti-.j^^^^af  yurV- 
ilances  tq -go  and  court  a  Woman  who  ihall  ^tun  the  Ruin, 
charge  hU  Eftate  with  a  great  jointurp^^tjicre  ^9f  homilies. , 
being  no  £p|reign  Debt  (hat  is  pore ; ruinous  ^  Families* 
My  Anceftors,  in  general,  found  their. AccQunt  by.tJlis 
(I^aution,.  and  fp  have  J.  But  they  who  dilTuade  us  from 
marrying  rich  Womeni  for  fear  left  they  (hbuld  not  wo.mp 
ib  tra(St4^e_and  xelpe^flfulj^  are  wrong  in.adyinn£  ajyfa.n 

<  P«  Bclio  G^Hco,  Ub.  vu  :. 
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to  thifa  a  real  Advatittgfc  fof  fo  fi«^6teus'a  Cohjefturt, 
Unrcafonabic  Womtti  have  noRe'gai^dto'one  Cohfidcra^ 
tioh  more  than  another  :  Thtf  ari  foriddl  of  their  own 
jOpifaions  when  they  are  md(t  in  thS  ^Vdhg.  Ihjiiftite  is 
aw  tempting  to  tHerft  as  the  Hottbui^^  virtuous'  A^otts 
ia  to  go6d  Womeri  :  •  And-ehe  Hcfear  t-hiy  be^  the  mote 
c6mpliaifant .  they  are,  as  the  greateft  Beauties  takd  the 
jnoft  ^lef^fure  and  Pride  in  bein^  GKaffie. 

"^Tis  but  Jdeafon:  to  jieavef  th6  A'dn^ifiration  of  £iiiatejgt 
WhfStMfmjt  to  thft*MotherS,  fiJHKfc  Ghildreri  are  of  Agfc 
^  i^h  a  by  Law,  to  rhanagiK  iheA ;  but  thcf  Father 
Capacity  to  has  brought  them  u|^-veryill  iniiced",.  if  he 
Mp<^  their    ^  j^  not  Rcafori  t6  hotter  that,  When  thcV  c6me 

condittim.       ^^  .Y^,^^j  ^j.  niat^rt|w.  they  ViW'terve  mote 

Wifdom  and  Clap«i«y  than -his- Wiftj  corriidcring  the 
WeakhefsoftheSex:^  And  yet,  m-Triith,  it  would  be 
nxuch  more  unn^ttiral  to  make  the  Mothers  depeildiatit  on 
the  DifcrctioM  0^  dfeir  Children :  -They  otjclw  to  have  a 
plentiful  ProvKictti-wherewith  to  niaimain  themfelres  ac- 
'cordifig  to  die  Qonditioii  of  their  Families,  and  their 
Time  of  Lifcy  forafmuch*  as  Poverty  is  niuch  mort  un- 
fuitabfe  and^tnPtOlerable  to  them 'than  to  the  Males ;  and 
the  Bttj^eh  ought  therefore  tx>  be  laid  rather  upon  the 
Children  than  the  Mother; 

•  In  gtneftlf  the  moft  judicious  Biftribution  of  our  E« 
4^^ -^^-^-i-  ftateSvwhen  We  come- to  die,  is,  in.  my  Opt-r 
^/c#  Diflrihm-^  -  AiOfti  to  leave  them  to  be  difpofed  of  accord- 
t'm^ftfiatis .  ing  to  the  Cuftom  of  the. Country,  TheLa?^ 
icfare  Dioth.     ^i^yt  more  nicely  conBdertd-this  Point  thah 
we  have,  ^d  it  ^ieerc  better  to  tet^hem  be  defident  in  their 
Choice,  than  that  we  fliould  raAly  iiin  the^Ha^rdtrf*  ihif* 
eairying  in  oufis.    Th6  Eftates  are^not  pfopeiplvburown, 
fihce,  "by  a  civil  Frefifrijption,-  and  •exciiifivc-or  our  Con- 
curreAce,  they  italt  decreed  td;  efcrtain  Succeflbrs  :  And, 
ilUhbugh  i¥e  havtf  fohie  LibertlJ^ 'Bfeyond  that;- yetf  I  think 
we  oiighthot.  Without  giieiu:  andhkftifeft  Caufe^  to  taWe 
aWay  that  froife  any  one  which  Me  Jias  ac^uir^  by  For- 
tune, and  to  whi(^  •  Common  Juftice  gave  hini  a  Titlb^ 
Wid  that  'tis  an  unre^fonal?^?  Abufp  pf  that  Liberty  to 

A  •■  - '      -  make 
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'snake  it  fubfervient  to  our  own  frivolous  and  private  Fan- 
cies. It  has  been  my  good  Fortune,  that  no  Opportu- 
oides  have  fallen  in  my  Way  to  tempt  me,  and  to  divert 
my  Afiedtion  from  the  common  and  legal  Inftitution.  I 
know  fome  Perfons  with  whom  'tis  Time  lo(l  to  employ  a 
long  3cric8  of  good  Offices*  One  Word  ill  taken  oblite- 
rates the  Merit  of  ten  Years*  Happy  is  the  Man  who 
as*  prepared  to  (both  their  Good-will  at  this  laft  Paflage* 
The  A£tion  that  was  performed  laft  carries  it,  and  the 
Operation  is  performed  not  by  the  beft  "and  the  moft  frer 

2uent  Offices,  but  by.thofe  that  are  moft  recent  and  pre- 
:nt :  Thefe  are  People  that  play  with  their  laft  Wills  an4 
Teftaments,  as  with  Apples  and  Rods,  to  gratify  or  chaf- 
tife  every  A£Uon  of  thofe  who  pretend  to  an  Intereft  io 
their  Regard.  'Tis  a  Matter  of  too  great  Length  and 
Confequence  to  be  thus  brought  upon  the  Carpet  at  every 
Turn,  and  what  wife  Men  are  fixeid  in  once  for  all,  hav* 
ing  a  Regard,  above  all  Things,  to  Reafon  and  the  pub- 
lic Obferyance.  We  are,  in  fhort,  too  fond  of  thefe  mafcu- 
Iine$ubflitutions,  and  ridiculoufly  think  to  make  our  Names 
thereby  laft  to  Eternity.  We  alfo  lay  too  great  Strefs  on 
the  vain  Conjedhires  of  what  fhall  happen  hereafter,  from 
the  Remarks  we  make  on  the  Underftandings  of  Chil- 
dren. Perad venture  I  might  have  had  lojuftice  done  mc 
in  being  turned  out  of  my  Rank  for  halving  been  the 
duUeft  Blockhead,  and  the  longeft  and  moft  unwiljing 
in  getting  my  Leilbn,  not  only  of  all  my  Brothersi  b^F 
of  all  the  Boys  in  my  xutive  Province,  whether  it  lyas  9 
Leilbn  for  the  Exercife  of  the  Underftanding,  pr  of  th^ 
Body.  ''jTi^  a  Folly  to  make  extraordinary  fictions  by 
placing  any  Credit  in:  thefe  Divinations,  wherein  we  arp 
fo  often  deceived.  If  this  Rule  of  Prin;)o^niture.  was  to 
be  violated,  and  the  Deftioies  to  be  corrected  in  the  Choice 
they  have  made  of  our  Heirs,  it  might  be  done  more 
phufLbly  upon  the  Obfervation  of  .fome  remarkable  and 
enormous  X)e£Drmi^  4>f  the  fiddy,  a  Fault  that  is  con* 
ftant,  and  never  to  be  amended,  and  what  we  (the  French) 
who  are  grea^  Admirers  of  Beauty,  think  a  Prejudice  of 
XMO  i(mall  Importance. 

G  4  Tiie 
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call  the  Goats  to  their  Afliftance :   And  \  have  two  I^^nc 

^ht  Jffiaim  V^^'»  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  Inftant,  who  never  fucked' 

rf Gms  io*  Womans  Milk  more  than  a  Week  after  they 

CbiidHM  were  born.  Thcfe  Goats  are  perfe&ly  taught 

'wkiib  tbtf  ^Q  come  and  fuckle  the  Infanta^  and^  know- 

them  :  If  any  other  Infant  he  put  to  tbem.  they  won^t  let 
it  Aick,  nor  will  the. Infant  fuck  any  other  Goat.  I  (aw 
one,  the  other  Day,  from  whom  they  had  taken  the  Goat 
that  ufed  to  nourifh  it,  by:  reafon  the  Father  had  only 
borrowed  it  of  a  Neighbour  ^  but  the  Child  would  noe 
touch  any  other  they  could  bring,  und  undoubtedly  died 
of  Hunger.  The  natural  AGe&ion  of  Beafts  is  as  eafily 
W  altered  and  vitiated  as  ours.  I  believe  there  are  more 
Miftakes  than  one,  in  what  Herodotus  writes  of  a  certain 
Place  in  JUiyaj  where  he  fays  the  Women  are  in  common^ 
but  that,  when  a  Child  is  able  to  go  alone,  the  firfl  Steps 
of  natural  Inclination  lead  him  to  his  real  Father,  fo  that 
he  finds  him  out  in  a  Croud  S 

Now,  if  we  confider  the  Occafion  of  loving  our  Chil-p 
Men  as  fond  of  ^^^»   merely  becaufe  we  begot  them,  for 
thi  ProihoHoms  which  Reafon  we  call  ihem.  our   Second 
oftbeMind^ax   Selves,  there  feems  to  be  another  kind  of 
^^i^^     Iffue  proceeding  from  us,  which  is  not  left 
^  ^^*       worthy  of  our  Afiefhion.     For  that  which  is 
ingendered  of  the  Soul,  the  Ifliie  of  our  Underftanding, 
Courage,  and  Abilities,  is  produced  by  a  nobler  Fart  of 
us  than  the  Corporeal,  and  is  mcHie  our  own :  We  are 
both  the  Father  and  Mother  together  in  this  Generati,onf 
and,  if  the  Produ£):  has  any  Thing  Good  in  it,  it  cofta  us 
much  more,  and  brings  us  more  Honour :  For  tiie  Va-^ 
lue  of  our  other  Children  is  much  more  their  own  than 
ours,  the  Share  that  wtf  have  in  it  being  very  little  \  but 
pf  this  Ifiue  all  the  Beauty,  Grace,  and  Value  is  our  own  \ 
confequently  it  refembles  us,  and  repreients  us  mone  to 
the  Life  than  the  Iflixe  of  the  Body.    Plata  z6As^  that 
this  Off-lpring  of  the  Soul  is  immortal,  and  both  immor^ 
talizes  and  deffies  its  Parents,   as  Lycurgus^  Selou^  and 
Mms,  • 

Now^ 

*  Hefiod.  lib.  iv.  p»  32S1 
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l£c>WflJiift(^^  abounding  with  Examples  of  the  com* 
ibn  Amftion  of  Parents  to  their  Children,   jritm/s  tie 
f  did  not  think  it  foreign  to  my  Purpofe  to   lt»maftee  ^ 
lUigle  out  one  of  this  other  kind.  Heliodore^   Hdkxioir, 
lie  good  Bifliop  of  Tricca  \  rather  chofc  to  ^^  ^    ' 
We  the  Dignity,  Profit,  and  Devotion  of  fo        "^      ' 
veMrable  a  Prtlacy  <  than  to  lofe  the  Daughter  of  hl^ 
Brain,  a  Lady  that,  to  this  Day,  makes  a  genteel  Ap- 
^Jpbirance,  but,  perhaps,  too  nicely  and  wantonly  drefloi^ 
*'wi  of  too  a^tiorous  a  Call  for  the  Iflue  of  a  Clergymaa 
IsDSd  a  Prieft. 

There  wa^  at  ^eme  one  Labienusj  a  Perfonage  of  great 

M^fit  and  Authority,  and,  amOAdt  odier   Tie»yitsngs 

QuaJities,  excellent  m  all  kinds  of  Liters*   (f^  Labicnw. 

tUref,  who  was,  as  I  take  it,  the  Son  of  that  great  Lahie- 

nusj  the  chief  of  Cafar^s  Captains  in  the  Wars  of  Gatd^ 

and  who,  afterwards  Tiding  with  Pompey  the  Greats  fo  va* 

liafltly  maintained  his  Caufe,  till  Cafar  defeated  him  in 

'Spaifi.    This  Labienus^  of  whom  I  am  fpeaking,  was  enr 

Vied  by  many  for  his  Valour  ;    and  *tis  very  probable, 

that  the  Courtiers  and  Minions  of  the  Emperors  of  his 

Time  Were  difpleafed  with  hiih  for  his  Freedom,  and  that 

Spirit  of  Patriotifm  which  he  ftill  retained  againfl  Tysan- 

Ay,  and  With  which,  it  may  be  iuppofed,  he  had  tinAured 

liis  Books  ahd  Writings,     rfisf  Adverfaries  made  a  Prc- 

fentment  to  tte  Magiftracy  of  Rome  againfl' feveral  of  th^ 

Works  Which  he  had  publiihed,  and  caufed  them  to  be 

£:l)Hdemned  to  the  Flames  \  f6  that  he  was  made  the  firft 

'  ^iamplfc  of  tiiat  fort  of  Puriifliment,  which  feveral  others 

ftt  Rome  **  afterwards  fuffered,  by  the  burning  not, only  of 

thcii"  Writings,  but  of  the  Studies  wherein  they  were  com.- 

pofed.    Ther6  had  not  beei]i  Means  and  Matter  '  enough 

.;'■-•.■  of 

f  Triaa^  z^Q(^  of  Upper  TheJjUy'p  in  Gretk  T^uaci.  *Tis  caBcd  Trlc^ 
In  CfHoi^s  Traniladdn,  l^  the  Ntme))emg  mii^lt  in  9II  tte  £4iti0AS  6f 
flfynuiiM  Mbrf  this.  ... 

t  Than  to  have  his  Romance  con4emntd,  wMch  wais-intitkd  t]^  I^thk^ 
fitm  Hiftofy.   Nicephorus,  lib.  xii.  c.  34.  * 

^  Mf  Anndeos  Senec.  Controv.  lib^^v,  from  the  Beginning.  This  Ibrt  of 
Funifiunent  has  been  very  mudi  approved  %jha  Chriftians ;  and,  even  a( 
*  t9ids  Day/  Books  ait  bumc,  by  t^e  C(4h|non  jSxecu(ioner,  at  ^me^  franct^ 
Bniland,  &Q.        ^  Idpn»  ibid, 
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cf  Crudty^  did  not  we, therewith  confound  Things  whi< 
Nature  has  exempted  from  all  JFeeling  and  PaiH,  a#  i 
Reputation  and  the  Inventions  of  our  Underilanding» 
and  if  we  did  not  inflift  corporeal  Punifixment  on  the  Difr 
cipline  and  Monuments  pf  the  Miifes.  ^O'^r^  Labieinus 
could  not  bear  this  Lo^t  nor  furvive  his  On-fpriiig  of 
jche  Brain  that  was  fo  dear  to  hun,  but  caufed  himtelf  to  be 
conveyed  to  and  fhut  up  alive  la  the  Funeral  Monument 
of  his  Anceflors,  where  he  made  Proviiion  to  kill  and  biiry 
liimfelf  all  at  once :  'Tis  not  eafy  to  produce  an  Inftance 
of  more  vehement  paternal  AfTedlion  tnah  this.  Cnjfius  Scr 
veruSj  a  Man  of  great  Eloquence,  and  his..familiar  Friend, 
feeing  L^^/^tfj's  Books  committed  to  the  Flames,  cried 
out,  that,  by  the  fame  Sentence,  they  might  as  wdl  con; 
demn  him  to  be  burnt  alfo,  becaufe  he  carried  and  rcr». 
tained  all  the  Contents  thereof  in  his  Memory  *. 

The  like  Accident  happened  to  Cremutius  Cordus^  whio 
jndtbeBeoh  was  accufed  of  having,  in  hi^  Books,  com- 
#/'Crcmuthis  mended  Brutus  and  Cajjtus.  That  bafe,  fer- 
^^^^'  vile,  and  corrupt  Senate,  worthy  of  a  worie 

Mafter  than  Tiberius^  condemned  his  Writings  to  the 
Flames.  He  was  glad  to  die  with  them,  and  killed  him- 
fclf  by  Failing "». 

Honed  LMcan  being  condemned  to  die  by  that  Mif- 
Lucan'j  Fond-  creant  Neroy  when  he  was  in  the  Agonies  of 
nefsfir  bis  Death,  moft  of  his  Blood  being  already  run 
^^^*  out  of  the  Veins  of  his  Arms  which  he  had 

cau{ed  his  Surgeon  to  open,  and  a  Chilnefs  having  leized 
the  Extremities  of  his  Body,  which  be^an  to  approach  to 
the  vital  Parts,  the  lafl:  Thing  he  had  m  his  Memory  was 
fome  Verfes  out  of  his  Book  of  the  Battle  of  Pbarfali^ 
lyhich  he  repeated,  and  they  were  the  laft  Words  he  fpoke  ''• 
What  was  this  but  a  tender  and  paternal  Leave  which  he 
took  of  his  OfF-fpring,  reprefenting  the  Farewels  and  clofe 
Embraces  which  we  give  to  our  Children  when  we  arc 
dying,  and  an  Efie&  of  that  natural  Inclinatipn  whic)i 
calls  to  our  Remembrance,  in  this  Extremity,  thofe  Things 
which  we  held  moft  dear  in  our  Life-time  ? 

Can 

^  M«  Amicus  Senec,  Controv.  lib.  v.  from  tbe  Beginnings 
■  Idem*  ibid.        »  Tscit.  Annal.  lib,  iv.        »  TaciL  Axinal.  lib.  xv« 
*  »t  the  CciKlufion.  .     "   . . 
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Ci'an^  fuppofe,  that  Epicurus^  who,  when  racked  almoft 
to  Death,  as  be  Jay s^  with  extreme  Pains  of  the   whetba^  Ejjf- 
Cholic,  comforted  binifelf,  however,  that  he   ciirus  ^)mdi 
'had  left  luch  fine  Doftrine  to  Mankind,  would  ^^f^A^* 
have  entertained  fo  much  Satisfaftion  in  a   Writingnothg 
Number  of  Children  never  fo  well  born  and   CbUdnn  dt^ 
bred,  had  he  had  any,  as  he  did  in  the  Pro-  /^^"Mfipm 
duaion  of  his  ineftimable  Writings?  And   ^''^•^*'- 
that  if  it  had  bden  put  to  his  Choice  to  have  left  an  ill* 
favoured,  untoward  Child  behind  him,  or  a  filly  ridicu- 
lous Book,  he  would  not  have  rather  chofe,  as  any  other 
Man  of  his  Abilities  would  have  done,  to  have  incurred 
the  firft  Misfortune  rather  than  the  laft.     It  would,  per- 
haps, have  been  Impiety  in  St.  Auguftine^  for  Example^ 
after  it  had  been  propofed  to  him,  on  the  one  Hand,  to 
bury  his  Writings,  from  which  our  Religion  has  received 
fo  great  Benefit^  or  to  bury  his  Children,  in  Cafe  he  had 
any»  if  he  had  not  rather  chofe  to  have  buried  his  Chil- 
dren. 

And,,  for  my  own  Part,  I  know  not  whether  I  fhould 
not  much  rather  have  begot  one  perfeftly    oftheAfTec- 
formed  by  my  Converfe  with  the  Mufes,  thaa    tUn  ^hki9 ' 
by  that  with  my  Wife.     To  this,  fucli  as  it    Montaigne 
is,  what  I  give,  I  give  ablblutely  and  irre-    ^'V*"'  ^^" 
vocably,  as  Mea  do  to  the  Fruit  of  their 
Bodies.     That  little  Good  which  I  have  done  for  k,  is  no 
nrore  at  my  own  Difpofal.     It  may  know  many  Things 
that  I  no  longer  know,  and  hold  of  me  that  which  I  have 
not  retained ;  and,  if  I  flood  in  Need,  I  mufl  borrow  from 
thence,  as  much  as  a  Stranger.     If  I  am  wifer  than  my 
Book,  it  is  richer  than  me.     Theve  are  few  Men  addidted 
to  Poetry,  who  would  not  have  been  better  pleafed  to  be 
the  Fathers  of  the^ff^^'^,  than  of  the  fined  Youth  in  Romt-., 
and  who  would  not  have  borne  the  Lofs  of  the  latter  more 
calcnly  than  that  of  the  former  :  For,  according  to  Arijio^ 
iky  the  Poet  efpecially,  of  all  Workmen,  is  the  fondeil: 
of  his  own  Performances. 

'Tis  fcarce  to  be  believed,  that  Epaminondas^  wha 
boafted)  that  he  had  left  to  Pofterity  two  Daughters, 
$hat  W9uldv  one  Day,,  do.  aa  Plonour  to-  their  Father, 
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(viz4  the  two  noble  Vidories  which  he  had  gflloed^Qiri^ 
iTbi  Ftndnift  ^^^  Laccdemmans)  would  have  given  his  frac 
^  Epamindbr  Confent  to  exchange  them  for  the  qioft  Ihin- 
das/tfr  hh  tijjo  ing  Beauties  of  all  Greece  %  nor  that  jikxath 
fimm  Viat^  ^  and  Cafar  ever  wifhed  to  be  deprived  of 
«  '^^*  the  Grandeur  of  their  glorious  Exploits  in 

War,  for  the  Advantage  of  having  Children  and  Heir^^ 
how  perfedt  and  accomplifhed  foever.  Nay,  I  make  a  greajt 
JadofWrAtA  Queftion,  whether  Phidias^  or  any  otber  c* 
fQrhisjimft  mincnt  Statuary.)  would  have  been  fo  folli-^ 
Statues:  citous  for  the  Prefervation  and  Continuanoe 

of  his  natural  Children,  as  of  an  excellent  Statue,  wiiich 
he  had  finifhed,  according  to  Art,  with  long  Labour  and 
Study.  And  as  to  thofe  vicious  and  furious  Paffioos  of 
XiOve,  that  have  fometimes  flamed  in  the  Breafb  of  Fa- 
thers to  their  Daughters,  or  of  Mothers  to  their  Sons,  the 
like  is  alfo  found  in  this  other  fort  of  Parentage  \  witneis 
the  Story  of  Pygmalionj  who  having  made  the  Statue  of  i^ 
Woman  of  Angular  Beauty,  fell  fo  paffionately  in  Love 
with  this  Workmanlhip  of  his,  that  the  Gods,  for  iheiake 
€f  indulging  his  Paflion,  were  fain  to  put  Life  into  it. 

Tentatum  mollefcit  ebuty  pojitoque  rigorc 
£ubjidit  digilis  \ 

L  e. 

Jlard  though  it  was,  beginning  to  relent,. 
The  Iv'ry  Breaft  beneath  his  Fingers  bent. 


■**i^"»««"»Wl 


CHAP.    IX. 

Of  the  Armour  of  the  Parthian s. 

*/Tp  I S  a  vicious  and  a  very  effeminate  Cuftom  of  the 
JL     Gentry  of  our  Time,  not  to  take  Arms  but  in  n 

rbe  itt  Cufiom  ^^^^  ^^  extreme  Neceffity,  and  to  lay  them 
efmt  being  down  again  upon  ever  fo  little  Appearance 
crmdtilliiH  that  the  Danger  is  ovcr.  From  hence  arile 
gftwyi/4//Z'^   many  Difordcrs ;  for,  every  one  crying  out 

and  running  to  his  Arms  juft  when  he  &ould 

take 

«  Ovid.  Mctsun.  lib.  x.    Fab.  rili.  v.  41,  42. 
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"^^iake  the  Fidd,  fome  have  their  Armour  ftill  to  buckle 
on  when  their  Companions  are  already  routed.  Our  An- 
ceitors  were  wont  to  give  their  Head-piece,  Lance,  and 
Gantlet  to  be  carried,  and  did  not  quit  the  reft  of  their 
Equipage  as  long  as  there  was  any  Work  to  be  done.  Our 
Troops  are,  at  this  Time,  all  in  Diforder,  and  make 
but  a  bad  Appearance,  by  the  Confufion  of  the  Bag* 
gage  and  Servants,  who  can't  be  far  from  their  Mailers, 
becaufe  they  carry  their  Arms,  ^itus  Livy,  ipeaking  of 
our  Countrymen,  fays  <*,  IntolirantiJJima  labcris  corpora  vtK 
'urma  bumeris  gertbani  \  i.  e^  Being  moft  impatient  of  La* 
bour,  they  had  much  ado  to  carry  their  Arms  on  their 
Shoulders..  Several  Natk)ns  do  yet,  as  they  did  ancient- 
ly, go  to  War  without  any  manner  of  Covering,  or  fuch, 
.  at  leaft,  as  was  of  little  or  no  Defence. 

Tegmina  queis  capitum  raptui  defubere  korUx  \ 

• 

For  Helmets  they  their  Temples  only  bind 
With  a  li^t  Scull-cap  made  of  Cork-tree  Rind. 

Alexander^  the  moft  adventurous  Commander  that  ever 
was,  very  feldom  wore  Armour :  And  fuch,  among  us, 
as  flight  it,  fare  never  the  worfe  for  it. 

Where  one  Man  is  killed  for  Want  of  Armour,  ano- 
ther falls  by  the  Cumberfomenefs,  Embar-  ^ 
raffment,   and  Weight  of  it,   or  by  being   ^  p^'X/t 
cruihed  and  battered  to  Pieces  by  lame  ihock-    <umherjome,  by 
ing  Repercuflion,  or  rude  Encounter  with    ''^  ^^f'tghu  tit 
another  :    For,  in  Truth,   to  confider  the   bepropirfor 
'Weight  and  Thicknefs  of  what  we  wear,  it      ^ 
Teems  as  if  Self-defence  was  our  only  Aim,  and  that  it  h 
rather  ar  Load  upon  us  than  a  Proteftion  :    We  have 
enough  to  do  to  fupport  the  Weight  of  it,  being  fo  fet- 
tered and  manacled  as  if  we  had  nothing  to  contend  with 
but  our  Armour,  and  as  if  we  had  not  the  fame  Obliga- 
:Sion  to  defend  That,  as  That  has  to  ihield  us.     Tacitus 

gives- 

'f  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  jr.  c.  28. 

^  Though  Li^  (ays  nothing  of  the  Pains  which  the  Gdub  took  to  corry 
.tbe  Armoiir,  yet  this  follows  ver)'  naturally.  Perhaps  he  has  (aid  it  elfe- 
Soiiere  eyprefsly,  and  that  here  MufUaigtu  has  joined  the  two  Paiiages  in  one^ 
as  he  very  oftca  docs,  '  i£ncid.  lib.  \ii.  v»  742.. 
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gives '  a  droll  Defcription  of  the  Soldiers  among  the  ancient 
Gauls^  who  were  thus  armed  for  their  own  Defence  only^ 
without  tke  Poflibility  of  hurting,  or  bcfing  hurt,  nor  of 
rifing  again  when  they  are  once  beat  down.  , , 

.  ImcuUus  perceiving  certain  Soldiers  of  the  MideSj  that 
rhe  hea'vy  formed  the "  Front  of  T/^grtf^f  A  Arifty,  who 
mndumafyAr-.  were  Ihut  up  in  weighty  and  uneafy  Armour^ 
«wtf-  of  tU  as  if  in  Cages  of  Iron,  imagined,  from  thence^ 
Medes.  ^j^^^  j^^  fhould.eafily  defeat  them,  and  on  them 

•he  began  his  Attack  and  Vidory :  And  now  that  our  Mu(^ 
queteers  are  come  into  Credit,  I  fancy  ibmething  will  be 
invented  to  immure  us,  for  our  Safety,  from  them,  and  to 
draw  us  to  the  War  (hut  up  in  little  Caftles,  like  thoie 
which  the  Ancients  put  upon  the  Backs  of  Elephants  '• 
This  Humour  is  far  different  from  that  of  young  ^cipio  "^^ 
who  feverely  chid  his  Soldiers  for  placing  Cbevaux  de  Prize 
under  Water^  in  that  Part  of  the  Ditch  where  it  was  cx- 
pedcd  that  the  Garrifon  of  a  Town,  which  he  had  be- 
fieged,  would  fally  out  upon  him,  faying,  ^hat  they  who 
bejieged  a  Townjhould  think  of  attacking  itj  rather  than  of 
fecuring  themfelvis\  and  he  fufpefted,  with  juft  Reafon, 
chat  this  Stratagem  would  make  his  Soldiers  not  io  vigi- 
lant againft  a  Surprize.  He  alfo  faid  to  a  young  Fellow, 
who  fhewed  him  a  fine  Target  that  he  was  very  proud  of, 
•arVj  really  a  fine  Target^  my  Boy^  but  a  Roman  Solder  ought 

•  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  iii. 

^  Montaigne  was  wrong  in  hit  C^njeflure,  for  now  the  Soldiers  appard 
Uiemfelves  tor  an  Attack,  almofl  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they  were  going  !• 
a  Ball.  The  Faihion,  which  regulates  every  Thing  in  Framu^  has  introduoed 
this  Cufbom  there ;  the  Fantamcalnefs  of  which  did  not  eicape  the  CritidiBi 
of  the  judicious  Cenfor  of  this  AgjCy  the  celebrated  La  Brtpere  :  *  How  cama 

<  Men,  /ajs  he^  to  think,  hcretoiore,  that  the  End  of  going  to  War  was  ef- 

<  ther  to  Attack  or  Defend  >  And,  who  adviied  them  to  the  Ufe  of  Ams 
^  both  Ofitrnftve  and  Defcnfive  ?  What  is  it  obliges  them  now  to  lay  thde 

*  aiide,  and,  whiift  they  put  on  Boots  to  go  to  a^all,  to  fupport>  without 

*  Armour,   and  in  a  Doublet,  the  Pioneers  who  are  expofed  to  all  t^ 

*  Fire  from  a  Counterfcarp  ?  Were  our  Fiithers,  who  did  not  think  ftidi 

*  Condudlof  Service  to  the  Prince  and  the  Cbuntry,  Wife  or  Foolifh?  And 

*  what  Heroes  do  we  ourfelves  celebrate  in  our  Hiftory  ?  A  Guefitin^  t  Cljjfim^ 

*  a  Foix^  a  Boucicavt^  who  all  wore  Armour,  and  buckled  on  the  Cuijafs?* 

^  Valer.  Max.  lib.  iii.  InRomanii,  fe£t.  2.  If  Jlil9/i//nr^  took  this  from 
that  Author,  he  puih)ok  him  grofsly ;  for  this  Author  does  not  &y  that  dicy 
put  Chevmux  de  Frizc  under  the  VVatCTi  ^r.  but  only  that  iboie  adviied 

Scipii  to  do  jit. 
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to  inift  more  to  his  right  Hand  than  to  his  left.  Now,  'tis 
only  the  not  being'  ufed  to  wear  it,  that  makes  us  chinlc 
the  Weight  of  our  Armour  infupportable* 

JJhuJbtrgo  in  dojfo  haveamo :  et  Velnto  in  teji^t 

Due  di  quelli  guerier  dei  quali  io  canto j 

Ne  notte  d  dij  doppo  ch*  entraro  in  quejia 

Stanza  J  gP  baveano  mai  me/i  da  canto^ 

Chsefactle  a  port  or  come  la  vefia 

Era  lory  percba  in  ufo  Vhavean  tanto  '^^ 

i.  e. 

Two  of  thefc  Heroes ",  whom  I  fing,  had  on 
Each  his  bright  Helm,  and  ftrong  Habergeon ; 
And  Night  nor  Day,  nor  one  poor  Minute's  Space» 
Once  laid  them  by  whilft  they  were  in  this  Place  : 
So  long  accuftomed  this  Weight  to  bear. 
Their  Cloaths  to  them  not  lighter  did  appear. 

The  Emperor  CaracaUa  ufed  to  march,  on  Foot,  thro' 
the  Country,  at  the  Head  of  his  Forces,  and  Tin  Armur  of 
armed  Cap-a-pee,  The  Roman  Infantry  not  /^  Roman /»- 
only  carried  the  Helmet,  Sword,  and  Shield,  f^^- 
(for  as  to  Armour,  fays  Cicero^  they  were  fo  accuftomed 
to  have  it  on,  that  it  was  no  more  troublefome  to  them 
than  their  Limbs,  Arma  enim^  membra  militis  ejfe  dictmt  ^) 
but  alfo  a  Fortnight's  Provifion,  and  a  certain  Number 
of  Poles  to  make  their  Ramparts,  fo  that  each  Man  car- 
ried fixty  Pounds  Weig^it  to  his  own  Share.  And  Ma- 
rius^s  Soldiers,  loaden  in  like  manner,  were  forced  to  tra-* 
vel  five  Leagues  in  five  Hours,  and  upon  an  urgent  Oc- 
cafion  fix.  1  heir  military  Difcipline  was  much  more  frvere 
than  ours,  and  accordingly  produced  quite  difierent  Ef- 
fefts.  When  young  Scipio  difbanded  his  Soldiers  in  Spain, 
he  ordered  them  to  eat  always  ftanding,  and  nothing  that 
was  dreflTcd  *.  The  lleproach  which  was  given  to  a  Lace- 
demonian Soldier,  that,  when  he  was  on  a  military  Expe- 
dition, he  was  feen  under  the  Roof  of  a  Houfe,  is  won- 

Vol.  IL  H  derfujly 

^  Arioflo,  Cant.  xii.  Stanz.  30.  '  Orlanjo  acd  Sacrifm^e.  y  Gc. 
fdL  Quaeft.  lib.  iL  c.  16. 

""  Plutafch  in  his  nouUe  Saying3  of  the  andent  EingSi  Prince^,^  aod'XJ^^. 
feerals;  in  the  Article  of  StiftQ  the  Younger > 
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Herfully  pertinent  to  this  Purpofe ;  for  they  were  fo  inured 
to  Hardihip,  that  it  was  a  Shame  for  them  to  be  feen  un- 
der any  Roof  but  that  of  Heaven,  be  the  Weather  what  it 
would.  We  fhould  not  be  able  to  carry  our  Men  far  up- 
on thefe  Terms. 

As  for  the  reft,  Marceltinus  %  a  Man  bred  up  in  the 
T^Parthians  ^^^^^  Wars,  makes  a  curious  Remark  on 
in  the  Field  the  manner  of  the  Partbians  themfelvcs,  and 
nvm  all  €(^  takes  Notice  of  it  the  mher  for  being  fo  dif- 
wv^w//A        ferent  from  that  of  the  Romans.     *  Their 

♦  Armour,  fays  be^  was  fo  artfully  connedfced, 
^  that  the  Plates  of  Iron  fell  over  one  another  like  fo  ma- 

•  ny  fmall  Feathers^  which  did  not  at  all  retard  the  Mo- 
^  tion  of  their  Bodies,  and  yet  fhey  were  fo  ftrong  that 

•  our  Darts,  after  ftriking  their  Armour,  rebounded  up- 

•  on  us.     Thefe  were  the  Coats  of  Mail  which  our  An- 

•  ceftors  ufed  to  wear/     And,  in  another  Place,  *  They 

•  had  ftrong  hardy  Horfes,  fays  be^  covered  with  thick 

•  Leather,  and  themfclves  were  armed,  Cap-a-pee,  with 
^  great  fcaly  Phtcs  of  Iron,  fo  iartificially  ranged,  thatjj 

•  at  the  Joints  of  all  the  Limbs,  they  yielded  to  their  Mo-» 

•  tion.  One  would  have  faid,  that  they  were  Men  of  Irwi, 
^  having  the  Head-geer  fo  neatly  fitted  on,  and  fo  natu-* 

•  ratty  reprefeming  the  Form  and  Parts  of  the  Face,  that 

•  there  was  no  touching  them  but  by  little  round  Holes 
^  made  for  their  Eyes  to  receive  the  Light,  and  by  Chinks 

•  about  their  Noftrik,  through  which,  with  great  Diffi« 

•  culty,  they  drew  their  Breath.' 

Flexilis  induSlis  animatur  lamina  membris^ 
Horribilis  vi/uj  credos  fimulacra  mover i 
Ferrea^  cognatoque  virosfpirare  metaUo  ; 
Par  vefiitus  equis^  ferrata  fronte  minantur^ 
Ferratofque  movent  fecuri  vulneris  armos^. 

.Stiff  Plates  of  SteeJ,  over  the  Body  bid, 
JBy  Arm'rers  Skill  fo  flexible  were  made, 

^  Anumamu  MaximtUf  a  Latin  HHIorian,  thoagh  by  Eitth  a  Gritk^  w&<^ 
tore  Anns  under  the  Emperors  Confiantt^  JuUtm^  &c.  lib.  xxiv.  c  ?• 
^  OaDdian  ia  Raff.  lib. «.  v.  358,  faTf/ 
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That,  dreadful  to  be  iecn,  you  would  thtm  guefs 
Not  to  be  Men,  but  moving  Images  : 
The  Horfe,  like  arm*d,  Spikes  bore  in  Fronts  above. 
And  fearlefs  they  their  Iron  Shoulders  move. 

ADefcription  this  very  much  like  the  Equipage  of  a  French* 
man  in  Armour,  with  all  his  Horfe  Accoutrements.  P/»- 
iarcb  fays,  that  Demetrius  caufed  two  compleat  Suits  of 
Armour  to  be  made,  for  himfelf  and  for  Alcimu5%  the  chief 
Officer  about  him,  of  fixfcore  Pounds  Weight,  whereas 
the  common  Suits  weighed  but  half  as  much. 
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CHAP.    X. 

Of  B  O  0  K  S. 

I  Make  no  Doubt  but  I  often  happen  to  fpeak  of  Things 
that  are  much  better  and  mqre  truly  handled  by  thofe 
who  are  Matters  of  the  Profeffion,  This  here  is  purely 
an  Efiay  of  my  natural  Parts,  and  not  of  thofe  acquired  : 
And  whoever  ihall  catch  me  tripping  in  my  Ignorance, 
will  do  me  no  manner  of  Harm  ;  for  I,  who  am  not  re- 
fponfable  to  myfelf  for  my  Writings,  nor  pleafed  with 
them,  (hould  be  loth  to  be  anfwerable  for  them  to  ano- 
ther. He  that  feeks  after  Knowledge,  let  him  fifti  for  it 
where  it  is  to  be  found ;  there  being  nothing  which  I  fo 
little  profefs.  Thefe  are  Fancies  ot  my  own,  by  which 
I  do  not  aim  to  difcover  Things,  but  myfelf.  They  will, 
peradventure,  be  known  to  me  one  Day  or  other,  or  have 
ibrmerly  been  fo,  according  as  my  Fortune  brought  m^ 
to  the  Places  where  they  were  manifefted,  but  now  I  have 
forgot  them  :  And,  tho'  I  am  a  Man .  of  ibme  Reading, 
yet  I  am  a  Man  of  no  Retention  ;  fo  that  I  can  promifc 
nothing  certain,  unlefs  .it  be  to  difcover  at  what  Degree 
the  fcientific  Barometer  of  my  Knowledge  now  ftands. 
Xec  not  the  Subjefts  I  write  on  be  fo  much  attended  to, 

H  2  as 

^  In  all  M^ntatgn^s  Editions,  and  in  Mr.  C«//«»'s  Tranikdon  'dsfpelt  M^ 
'^MRM/y.AvJiereasthemii.&eiKU  SctPiutarci^sJJkolDtfmfrm, 

Chap*.  6. 
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ts  my.  manncf  of  treating  th^oif  '  L^  it  be  ol^erved, 
whether,  in  what  I  borrow  from  others,  I  have  chpfe 
what  tends  to  fet  off  or  fupport  the  Invention,  which  is 
always  my  own :  For  I  make  others  {ay  for  me  what, 
either  for  Want .  of  Language,  or  of  Senfe,  I  cannot, 
trlyfelf,  fo  well  exprels.  1  do  not  count  what  I  borrow,* 
but  I  weigh  it.  And,  if  I  had  aimed  to  nuke  a  Merit  by 
the  Quantity,  I  fhould  have  borrowed  twice  as  much  as 
i  have.  They  are  all,  or  within  a  few,  foch  celebrated 
Ancient  Authors,  as,  J  think,  are  too  well  known  for  me 
to  mention  them  "• 

l»  Rcafensy -Compaofons,  and. Arguments,  if  I  tranf*. 
plant  any,  from  elfewhere,  into  my  Soil,  and 
xzZi^didnot  confound  them  Witlv  m)r  own,  I  purpofcly 
€hufetaname  •  conccal  the  Author,  ^o  check  the  Prefump- 
the  Authors  tion  of  thofe  hafty  Ceniures  that  are  caft  up- 
fromr^htm  he    ^^  ^|j  j^jj^^  ^f  Writings,  particularly  the  juve- 

^'^ '  nile  ones,  of  Men  yet  living,  and  cdmpoftd  in 

the  vulgar  Tongue,  which  capacitates  every  Man  to  ipeak 
of  them,  and  feems  to  intimate,  that  there  is  nothing  but 
what  is  vulgar,  both  as  to  Defign  and  Conception,,  in  thofe 
Works.  1  am  -content  that  they  give  Plutarch  a  Rap  up- 
on my  Knuckles,  and  that  they  born  their  Fingcr&by  lam- 
ing Seneca  thro*  my  Sides.  There  was  a  Neceffity  of  fcrccn* 
^ng  my  Weaknefs  by  thofe  great  CharaAers.  I  (hall  love 
the  Man  that  can  ftr ip  me  of  my  Plumage,  I  mean,  by  the 
Clcarnefs  of  the  Difcernment,  and  by  the  fole  Diftinflion  of 
the  Strength  and  Beauty  of  the  Arguments.  For  I  who, 
for  Want  of  Memory,  am,  every  now  and  then,  at  a  Lofs 
to  chufe  them  by  an  exa£t  Knowledge  of  the  Places  where 
they  arc  to  be  found  in  the  Originals,  am  yet  wife  enough 
to  know,  by  the  Meafure  of  my  own  Abilities,  that  my 
Soil  is  incapable  of  producing  any  of  thofe  rich  Flowers 
that  I  fee  planted  there,  and  that  they  are  worth  more  than 
all  the  Fruits  o/  my  own  Growth.    For  this  I  hold  myfelf 

refponfable, 

'  It  was  not  till  after  UtonfatgH^s  Deadi,  that  his  Editors  undertooA:  to 
nunc  the  Authors  whofe  Words  he  had  Quoted.  But  I  will  prefume  to  iay, 
this  was  rather  attempted  than  executed  oefore  this  Edition ;  which  not  on* 
ly  (hews  die  PlaoeifioAwhehGeJIfM/ArV^^  bnt  alio 

Biany  odiersr  which  lie  had  only  referxed  to  in  a  very  loofe  auvuier^  thoittk 
U  had  infertcddie  Scale  of  them  in  his  Work. 
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refponfable,  though  the  ConfelTion  makes  againftTmet  i£ 
there  be  any  Vanity  and  Vice  in  my  Difcouries,  whidi  I  da 
not  of  myfelf  perceive,  or  which  I  am  not  capable  of  per- 
Ceiling  when  pointed  out  to  me  by  another  :  For  many 
Faults  cfcape  our  Eye,  but  the  Infirmity  of  Judgment 
confills  in  not  being  able  to  difcem  them  when  dere&ed  to 
us  by  another.  Wc  may  poflefs  Knowledge  and  Truth 
without  Judgment,  and  Judgment  without  them  ; '  nay» 
the  ConfeflTion  of  Ignorance  is  one  of  the  faired  and  fureft 
Teilimonies  of  Judgment  that  I  know  of.  I  have  no  He* 
raid  to  marihal  my  Eflays  but  Chance.  As  fall  as  Thoughts 
come  into  my  Head,  which  fometimes  they  do  in  whole 
Bodies,  and  ibmetimes  in  fingle  Files,  I  pile  them  one 
upon  another.  I  am  content  that  every  one  (hould  fee 
my  natural  and  ordinary  Pace,  be  it  ever  fo  much  out  of 
the  Way.  I  fufFer  myfelf  to  jog  on  in  my  old  Track  : 
Nor  are  thefe  fuch  Subjefts  that  a  Man  (hall  be  condemn** 
ed  for  being  ignorant  of  them,  and  for  treating  them  ca-^ 
fually  and  prefumptuoufly.  I  could  wifli  to  have  a  more 
perfeA  Knowledge  of  Things,  but  I  don't  care  to  purchafe 
k  at  fo  dear  a  Rate.  I  would  fain  pafs  the  Remainder  of 
my  Days  eafily,  and  not  laborioufly.  There  is  nothing 
that  I  chufe  to  cudgel  ihy  Brains  about,  no,  not  for  Scieiice, 
how  valuable  foever. 

All  that  I  read  Books  for  is  to  divert  myfelf  by  an  ho- 
neft  Amufement ;  or,  if  I  ftudy,  it  is  for  no  frimt  he  aimed 
other  Science  than  what  teaches  me  to  know  to/mdinBeeh. 
myielf,  and  how  to  live  and  die  well. 

Has  mens  ad  metis  fudei  &portet  equus  *• 

t.  e. 

— —This  is  the  only  Courfe 
In  which  I  think  I  ought  to  breathie  my  Horfe. 

.  If  any  DifHculties  occur  in  Reading,  I  do  not  bite  my 
Nails  about  them,  but,  after  an  Eflay  or  two  to  explain 
them,  I  give  them  over :  Should  I  infift  upon  them,  I 
0iould  Jofe  both  myfelf  and  my  Time,  for  I  have  a  Ge- 
/)ius  that  is  extremely  volatile  ;  and  what  I  don't  difcern 
at  the  firft  Eifay,  becomes  the  more  obfcure  to  me  the 

H  3    '/  longer 

•  Prppm.  lib.  iy.  Eleg.  i. 
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longer  I  pore  on  it.  1  do  nothing  withbut  Gaiety.  Conti- 
Biuacion^  and  a  too  obftinate  Contention,  darkens,  flupi-* 
fies,  and  tires  my  Judgment.  My  Sight  is  therein  con- 
founded and  diffipated.  I  muft  withdraw  it,  and  leave  it 
to  make  new  Difcovcrics,  juft  as,  in  order  to  judge  right- 
ly of  the  Luftre  of  Scarlet,  we  are  ordered  to  jpafs  it 
lightly  with  the  Eye,  and  to  run  it  over  at  feveral  luddea 
repeated  Views.  If  one  Book  does  not  pleafe  me,  I  take 
another,  but  neVer  meddle  with  any,  except  at  fuch  Timc^ 
when  I  begih  to  be  weary  of  doing  nothing. 

I  don't  much  reliflb  the  Writings  of  the  Moderns,  be- 
Montai  Ac  caufc  \  think  the  Ancients  fuller  and  moro 
Merr^ihe  .fubftantial  |  neither  am  I  fond  .of  the  Grrr^^ 
Writings  0/ the  Authors,  my  Knowledge  in  that  Language 
^^J^^z/fl/^  being  too  fuperficial  to  read  them  with  De- 
Mo^ien^u  jj^j^^^     Among  the  Books  that  are  merely 

entertaining,  I  think  thofe  of  the  Moderns,  viz.  Soccacc'% 
Pecameron^  ^  Rabelais,  and  the  Bajia  *  of  Johannes  Secun'* 
ii(s  {i£  thefe  may  be  ranged  under  that  Title)  are  worth 
reading.  As  to  Amadis  de  Gaul^  and  fuch  kind  of  Writ- 
Uigs,  they  had  not  the  Credit  to  take  with  me  fo  much  aa 
in.mychildilh  Years/  . 

I  will  fay,  nrioreovcr,  whether  boldly  or  ralhly,  that 
JFhai  be  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  Fancy  of  mine  is  now  no  longer 

thmigk  efO-  tickled  With  Ariofto^  nor  even  with  honeft  0- 
viii,iHtbe  fuid :  His  eafy  Stile,  and  his  Imaginations^ 
P^inetfUf  with  which  I  was  formetly  charmed,  are 
^'*  fcarce  of  any  Entertainment  to  me  now.     \ 

ipeak  my  Mind  freely  of  all  Things,  nay,  and  of  thofo 
that,  perhaps,  exceed 'my  Reach,  and  which  I  do  not 

com^ 

'  I  jnuft  decUrc  hcrt,  by  Ac  Way,  that  No^body  better  imdcrflood  the 
Copiottihcrs  and  Ener  y  of  the  freneb  Language,  and  fo  well  found  his  Ac^ 
count  in  it,  as  Rabelais^  This,  which  I  take  to  be  a  very  important  R^ 
(nark,  I  borrow  from  Retffeau^  one  of  the  beft  Poets  of  this  Agt«  It  w«« 
fifo  wi4pabtedly  klK>wa  to  l^  Fonovt^j,  who  has  i^ade  a  very  good  \}{q 
pf  it 

s  This  is  a  Parcel  of  Epigrams  on  the  SobjeQ  otKiffkigt  by  a  D0ch  Aa« 
th6r,  of  v^iflh  thfre  have  Men  feveral  Editions,  particdarly  one  at  Lywi^ 
t»y  iii^'CkyfihiU  sa ifS9>  nov  become  very  fcarce;;  which  J  don't  mendoo 
to  ep^oiftage  another  Impreflion  of  tfacfn,  for  I  have  no  great  Relifh  for  any 
part  ft  Poetry  compofed  by  the  Modems,  not  even  for  the  Poetry  of  Bucba^ 

wan^  Groftuf^  HHYfuu  tob  I  Kieaft  wiih  rc|[ard  to  the  Yeriificauoiu 
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comprehend  to  be  at  all  within  my  Sphere  :  And  the  O- 
pinion  I  give  of  them  is  to  fhew  the  Extent  of  my  Sight, 
and  not  the  Meafure  of  its  Obje&s.  When  I  find  myfelf 
diigufted  with  the  Axiochus  of  PkUo  ^9  as  a  Performance 
yrbich,  with  all  due  Refped:  to  fuch  an  Author,  has  no 
Spirit,  I  am  not  fure  that  my  Judgment  is  right.  It  is 
not  fo  conceited  of  itfelf  as  to  fet  up  againft  the  Authori- 
ty of  fo  many  other  famous  Judges  of  Antiquity,  whom 
it  efteems  as  its  Regents  and  Mafters,  ^  and  with  whom  it 
had  rather  be  miftaken.  In  fuch  9>  Cafe  it  reproves  and 
condemns  itfelf,  either  for  flopping  at  the  outward  Bark 
for  Want  of  Power  to  penetrate  to  the  Pith,  or  for  con-, 
fidering  the  Thing  by  fome  falfe  Light.  'Tis  contend: 
cd  with  fecuring  itfelf  only  from  Trouble  and  Irregulari- 
ty, and,  as  to  its  own  Weaknefs,  'tis  fenfible  of  it,  and 
frankly  confeiles  it.  It  thinks  it  gives  a  ju{l  Interpreta- 
tion by  the  Appearances  formed  in  its  Conception,  but 
they  are  weak  and  imperfe&.  Mofl  of  the  Fables  of  ^- 
fop  have  feveral  Senfes  and  Meanings,  of  which  the  My-^ 
tholo^fts  chufe  fome  one  that  tallies  well  with  the  Fable^* 
but,  tor  the  moft  part,  'tis  only  what  prefents  itfelf  at  the 
firft  View,  and  is  fuperficial,  there  being  others  more  lively, 
eflential,  and  internal,  into  which  they  have  not  been  able 
to  penetrate ;  and  the  Cafe  is  the  very  fame  with  me. 

But,  to  proceed  on  my  Subjed  :  I  always  thought,  that, 
in  Poetry,  Virgily  Lucretius^  Catullus^  and  Ho-    q-^  j^^^ 
race  excel  the  reft  by  many  Degrees ;  and    Poefs^  ti^hm 
efpecially  Virgil^  in  his  GeorgicSy  which  I  efteem    ^  peaces  u  the 
as  the  complcateft  Work  in  Poetry,  in  Com-  A^  ^^-Z^- 
parifon  with  which  'tis  eafy  to  difcern  fome  Paflfages  of  the 
jEneidf  to  which  the  Author  would  have  given  a  little 
more  of  the  File,  had  he  had  Leifure.    The  fifth  Book 
of  the  JEneid  feems  to  me  to  be  the  moQ:  perfed.     I  am 
dlfo  fond  of  Lucan^  and  often  read  him,  not  fo  much  for 
the  fake  of  his  Stile,  as  for  his  own  Worth,  and  the  Truth 
of  his  Opinions  and  Judgments.     As  for  Tp'ence^  I  think 
the  Delicacy  and  Elegance  of  his  Latin  fo  admirably 
adapted  to  reprefent  our  Paffions  and  Manners  to  the 

H  4  Life. 

^  The  bed  Critics  afcribc  this  Dialogue  not  to  Pka^^  bat  to  JBJkbm^^  a 
Difcipk  of  5pfr/?r«. 
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Life;  that  our  Aftions  make  me  have  Recourfe  to  him 
e^ery  now  ^nd  then  i  and^  as  often  foever  as  I  read  him, 
I  ffiU  difcover  fomc  new  Grace  and  Beauty* 

Sifch  as  lived  in  the  Age  near  Virgir%  were  fcandalized 
L  cicti  «af  *^*^  ^^^  Ihould  compare  Lucretius  to  him. 
to  he  compared  I  ^i^>  Indeed,  of  Opinion,  that  the  Compa- 
ioyxt^,and  rifon  is  very  unequal ;  yet  I  can  fcarce  fettle 
*^V  l^'  myfelf  in  this  Belief,  when  I  am  captivated 
"     •  with  forte,  of  thofe  fine  Paflages  in  Lucretius. 

But,  if  they '  were'  fe  piqued  at  this  Comparifon,  what 
would  they  have  faid  of  the  brutifti  and  barbarous  Stupi* 
dity  of  thofe  who,  at  this  Hour,  compare  Ariofto  to  him  \ 
and  what  would  Ariofto  himfelf  fay  of  it  ? 

0  Stclum  inftpiens  et  inficetum  ^  I 

i.  e. 

Oh  filly  fcnfelefs  Age  ! 

1  think  the  Ancients  had  yet  more  Reafon  to  complain 
SadTafiehf  ^^  i^ok,  who  m2Xc\itA  Plautus  With.  Terence^ , 
fbofe  oX  eom-  (the  latter  being  much  more  of  the  Gentle- 
/«r«/Plautw  man)  than  Lucretius  yi\t\i  VirgiL  It  makes 
to  Terence,  much  for  the  Honour  and  Preference  of  ?/• 
fence^  that  the  Father  of  the  Roman  Eloquence  has  him 
fo  often  in  his  Mouth,  the  only  one  of  his  Rank  that  he 
mentions,  as  does  the  Sentence  which  the  chief  Judge  ^ 
of  Roman  Poetry  has  pafled  upon  the  other. 

I  have  oiiin  obfcrved,  that  thofe  of  our  Time,  who 
The  Come  ^zvt  taken  upon  them  to  write  Comedies, 
Poets  0/ Motk"  («  the  Italians^  who  are  very  happy  in  Dra* 
taigne'/  Tim  matic  Compofitions)  take  in  three  or  four 
iffomed IwvfM-  Arguments  of  thofe  of  Terence  or  Pkutus  ta 
^***'  make  one  of  theirs,  and  croud  five  or  fix  of. 

Boccac^*% 

"i  CatoL  £pieraa..x]i.  v,  9.       . 

^  Haraie^  .who  (ay«,  ii^  his  4^te  Poetica,  v,  270*  (Jff 

4t  noftriproemi  Plautims  et  numeros^  et 

haudavere  faiesy  nindum  patieptcr  utrofque^ 

Nm  die^fm  fiitki^  menoit  ' 

.  Jioi  yet  oar  Sires  with  joy  could  Phutus  hear; 

Gay  w^  his  Je^,  his  Numbers  charm'd  their  Ear  | 
•  ]Let  me  not  (aiy,  too  Wtthly  th^  prais'd,  • 

B«  fw«  tlwir  J^dg;mcnt  Wa?  full  oieaply  plcasU 
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Boccace'^  Talcs  Into  one  fingle  Comedy,  That  which 
makes  them  load  themfelves  with  fo  much  Matter  is  the 
Diffidence  they  have  of  being  able  to  fupport  themfelves 
by  their  own  Merit,  They  muft  find  out  Some-body  to 
I6an  upon,  and,  having  not  Matter  enough  of  their  own 
to  amufe  us  with,  they  iupply  the  Defeft  with  fome  Talc* 
But  the  Cafe  is  quite  contrary  with  our  Author  \  the 
Beauty  and  Perfeftions  of  whofe  Stile  make  us  lofe  the 
Appetite  for  his  Plot.  His  Elegancy  and  Delicacy  capti- 
rate  us  in  every  Scene,  and  he  is  fo  plcafant  throughout^ 

LiguiduSj  puroque  Jimillimus  amhi  \ 

Smoothly  running  like  a  Cryftal  Stream. 

and  fo  pofleffes  the  Soul  with  his  Graces  of  Diftion,  that 
we  forget  thofe  of  his  Fable.  This  very  Confideration  - 
draws  me  on  farther  :  I  perceive  that  the  good  old  Poets 
avoided  the  AfFedtation  and  Purfuit  not  only  of  fantaftic 
Spanijh  and  Petrarcbift "  Flights,  but  even  of  the  fofter  and 
graver  Periods  which  have  adorned  all  the  Poetry  of  the 
fticcecding  Ages.  Yet  there  is  no  good  Judge  who  will 
Condemn  this  in  thofe  Ancients,  and  that  does  not  yicom* 
parably  more  admire  the  equal  Smoothnefs,  and.that  perpe- 
tual  Sweetnefs  and  Beauty  which  flouriflies  in  the  Epigrams 
of  Catullus  J  than  all  the  Stings  with  which  Martial  hzs  arm- 
ed the  Tails  of  his.  The  Reafon  is  the  fame  as  I  gave  juft 
now,  and  as  Martial  faid  of  himfelf,  in  Preface^  lib.  viii. 
Minus  illi  ingenio  laborandum  fuit^  in  cujus  locum  materia 
^ccejferat^  \.  e.  His  Subjcft  was  io  fruitful,  that  he  had 
the  lefs  Need  for  the  Exercife  of  his  Wit.  The  Epigrams 
of  Catullus  make  themfelves  fufficiently  felt  without  being 
moved  and  difgufted :  They  have  Matter  enough  through- 
out to  create  Laughter  -,  they  need  not  raife  the  Laugh 
themfelves.  MartiaPs  Epigrams  have  Need  of  foreign 
Affiftance;  as  they  have  the  lefs  Wit,  they  muft  have  the 

more 

-  ^  Terence^  who  is  in  the  fame  Degree  as  inferior  to  the  Qneks  as  he  is  fo- 
perior  to  die  modern  Poets  that  MonUngae  fpeaks  of,;,  for  Teratce  has  Need 
fi>ntetimes  of  two  Gree^  Pieces  to  make  up  one  Latin  one.  See  the  Prologatf 
to  his  Eunuch.  ^  }ior.  lib*  ii.  £p.  z.  v.  129*  f  Faflionate  iUnt  of 
levers, 
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more  Bulk  %  they  mount  on  Horfcback  becauie  they  arc 
not  &rong  enough  to  ftand  on  their  own  Legs.  Juft  fo» 
in  our  Balls,  thofe  Men  of  low  Degree  who  teach  to 
dance,  becaufe  ihcy  cannot  reprefent  the  Port  and  Decen* 
cy  of  our  Gentry,  endeavour  to  recommend  themfelves  hj 
i^angerous  Leaps,  and  other  odd  Motions  pradifed  b/ 
Tumblers :  And  the  Ladies  come  oflf  better  in  Dance^ 
whei^  there  are  feveral  Coupees  and  Agitations  of  the 
Body,  than  in  fome  other  formal  Dances  wherein  they  are 
only  to  move  a  natural  Pace,  and  to  reprefent  their  ordi** 
nary  Grace  and  Gefture.  And  fo  I  have  feen  excellent 
Tumblers,  drefled  irt  the  Cloaths,  with  the  Countenance 
which  they  wear  every  Day,  give  us  all  the  Pleafure  that 
their  Arc  is  capable  of,  while  their  Apprentices,  not  yet 
arrived  to  fuch  a  Degree  of  Perfeftion,  are  fain  to  meal 
their  Faces,  to  difguife  themfelves,  and  to  ufe  wild  Mo- 
tions and  Grimaces  to  make  us  laugh. 

This  Conception  of  mine  is  no  where  fo  demonftrabic 
Comparison  U-  ^^  ^^  ^^.  Comparifon  of  the  Mneid  and  Or- 
Pwetn  the  M-  l^^dct  Purtofo.  The  firft  we  fee  with  expand- 
acid  and  the     cd  Wings  loaring  aloft,  and  always  flretching 

Sb  «rA  ^fto'  ^  *^*  ^^^^^ ;  while  the  latter  flutters  and  hopai 
^  ^°  ^'  from  Tale  to  Tale,  as  from  Branch  to  Branchi^ 
not  venturing  to  trufl:  its  Wings  but  in  very  ihort  Flights^ 
and  perching  at  every  Turn,  left  its  Breath  and  Strength 
(boufd  fail  \u 

Excurfi^que  breves  Sentat  *. 

/.  e, 

Thofe  therefore,  as  to  Subje&s  of  this  kind,  are  tho 
Authors  that  pleaie  me  beft. 

As  to  my  other  Reading,  which  mixes  a  little  more  Profit; 
^  with  Pleafure,  and  from  whence  I  learn  how 

Midify'^^  to  regulate  my  Opinions  and  Humours  •,  the 
wAr/kion-  Books  whidi  1  apply  to,  for  this  Purpofe,  arc 
laignc^tfni/     Plutarch  (fince  he  is  tranflated  into  French) 

Otiii^^  ^"  ^"^  ^^^^^ '  ^^^"f  ^^^  ^^^  remarkably  adapt- 
^^*''*'  cd  to  my  Temper,  forafmuch  as  the  Know- 

ledge which  I  there  feek  is  communicated  in  loofe  Pieces 

that 

•  Gcorg.  lib.  Jv.  V.  I94t 
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that  arc  not  very  tedious  to  read,  othcrwife  I  fhould  not 
have  Patience  to  look  in  them.  Such  arc  Plutarch's  O- 
pifcula^  and  the  Epiltles  of  Seneca^  which  are  the  mofi: 
bnutiful  and  profitable  of  all  their  Writings.  Thefe  I 
can  take  in  Hand,  and  lay  afide  at  Pleafure  ;  for  they 
have  no  Connexion  with,  or  Dependence  upon  one  ano-* 
ther. 

Thefe  Authors  generally  concur  in  fuch  Opinions  as 
are  ufeful  and  true,  and  there  is  this  farther  Ccmparifim  Ar- 
Parallel  betwixt  them,  that  they  happened  /oMv/PiutarcK 
to  be  born  much  about  the  fame  Time,  that  ^»W  Seneca. 
they  were  both  the  Preceptors  of  two  Roman  Emperors, 
that  both  came  from  foreign  Countries,  and  that  both 
were  Rich,  and  both  Great  Men.  Their  Leflbns  are  the 
Cream  of  Philofophy,  and  delivered  after  a  plain  and  per- 
tinent manner.  Plutarch  is  more  uniform  and  conftant. 
Seneca  more  irregular  and  various.  The  latter  toils  with, 
all  his  Might,  to  arm  Virtue  againft  Frailty,  Fear,  and 
vicious  Appetites.  The  former  feems  not  to  think  their 
Power  fo  great,  and  fcorns  to  haften  his  Pace,  and  put 
himfelf  upon  his  Guard.  Plutarch's  Opinions  are  Plato^ 
Mtc^  mild,  and  accommodated  to  Civil  Society.  The 
other's  are  Stoical  and  Epicurean^  more  reipote  from  the 
common  Ufage,  but  I  think  them  more  advantageous  In 
particular,  and  more  folid.  It  appears  in  Seneca^  that  he 
leans  a  little  to  the  Tyranny  of  the  Emperors  of  his  Time,, 
(ince  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  he  fpoke  againft  his 
Judgment  when  he  condemns  the  generous  Deed  of  thofe 
who  aflafljnated  C^far.  Plutarch  is  frank  every- where, 
^M^r^j 'abounds  with  Flights  and  Sallies  of  Exprefllon* 
Plutarch  with  Fads.  Seneca  warms  and  roufes  you  moft  \ 
but  Plutarch  gives  you  the  moft  Satisfafition  and  Profit, 
This  leads  us,  the  other  puihes  us. 

As  to  Cicero^  thofe  Works  of  his  that  can  be  of  any 
Ufe  to  me,  are  fuch  as  treat  of  Philofophy,    Montaigne'^ 
efpecially  Ethics  or  Moral  Philofophy  :  But,    Ofinion  of  the 
not  to  mince  the  Matter,  (for  when  a  Man  p^ilof<^bicd^ 
has  pafled  the  Barriers  of  Impudence,  he  is    ^^^  ^  ^*" 
not  to  be  curbed)  his  Way  of  Writing  fcems  ^^^^* 

3  s> 
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to  mc  tedious,  as  does  every  other  Compofuion  of  the 
Kke  kind :  For  the  grcateft  Part  of  his  Work  is  taken 
up  in  Prefaces,  Definitions,  Divifions,  and  Etymologies  : 
"Whatever  there  is  of  Life  and  Marrow  is  fmothered  by 
the  long-winded  Apparatus  to  it.  After  I  have  fpcnt  an 
Hour  in  reading  him,  (which  is  a  great  deal  for  me)  and 
call  to  mind  what  Juice  and  Subftance  I  have  extracted 
from  him,  I  find  nothing  in  him  but  Wind  for  moft  Part 
of  the  Time ;  for  he  is  not  yet  come  to  the  Argument? 
that  ferve  for  his  Purpofe,  and  to  the  Reafons  that  are 
proper  for  loofing  the  Knot  which  I  want  to  have  untied. 
For  my  own  Parr,  who  only  defire  to  become  more  Wife, 
Bot  more  Learned  or  Etoqucnt,  thefe  Logical  and  Arifto^ 
Ulian  Rules  are  of  no  Ufe  to  me ;  I  am  for  an  Author  that 
comes  at  once  to  the  main  Point,  I  know  fo  much  of 
Death  and  Pleafure^  that  no  Man  need  be  at  the  TroUWe 
of  anatomifing  them  to  me.  I  look  for  good  and  folid 
Reafons  at  the  Entrance,  to  inftruft  me  how  to  Hand  the 
Shock  of  them ;  to  which  Purpofe  neither  grammarian  Sub- 
tttties,  nor  the  ingenious  Contexture  of  Words  and  Argu- 
mentations are  of  any  Ufe.  I  am  for  Difcourfes  that  en- 
ter immediately  into  the  Heart  of  the  Doubt,  whereas 
1Cicero^%  creep  about  the  Bufh. :  They  are  proper  for  the 
Schools,  for  the  Bar,  arid  the  Pulpit,  where  we  have  Lei- 
fore  to  nod  for  a  Quairter  of  an  Hour,  and  to  awake  tinAe 
enough  to  recover  the  Thread  of  the  Difcourfe.  'Tis  he* 
eeflfary  to  talk  after  this  manner  to  Judges  whom  a  Man 
would  gain  over  to  his  Side,  be  it  Right  or  Wrong ;  to 
Children,  and  to  the  Vulgar,  to  whom  a  Man  muft  fay 
all  he  can,  and  wait  for  the  Event  of  it.  I  would  not 
kave  an  Author  make  it  his  Bufineis  to  render  me  atten- 
tive, and  call  out  fifty  times  to  mc^  with  an  O  yes^  after 
the  manner  of  our  Heralds.  The  Romans  faid,  in  their 
Reli^on,  Hec-age^  as  we  do  in  ours,  Surfum  corda ;  but  to 
mc  thefe  are  fo  many  Words  loft :  I  come  thither  quite 
prepared  from  my  Lodging :  I  need  no  Allurement  nor 
S^ce  :  I  eat  the  Meat  quite  raw,  and  inftead  of  whetting 
my'' Appetite  by  thefe  Prefaces  and  Prologues,  they  over- 
load ^i>d  pall  it* 

WUl 


Ch.X-  Of  B^oks.  10^ 

Wai  th^  Liccnfe  of  this  Age  cxcufe  my  fecrilcgious 
Boldnefs  to  cenfurc  the  Dialogues  of  Plato   jind<f  PJatoV 
himfcif,  as  too  long-winded,  whilft  his  Sub-    Dialogues. 
ydSi  is  too  much  itified  \  and  to  complain  of  the  Time 
ipent  in  i^  many  tedious  and  needlefs  preliminary  Intcr^ 
locutions  by  a  Man  who  had  fo  many  better  Things  to 
/ay  ?  My  Ignorance  of  the  Greeks  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  hoc 
to  perceive  any  Beauty  in  his  Language,  will  be  a  better 
JBxcufe  for  me  :  I  am  generally  for  Books  that  make  Ufc 
of  the  Sciences,  not  for  thofe  that  fet  them  off.     Plntarcb 
and  Sentcdy  Pliny y  and  thofe  of  the  fame  Way  of  think- 
ing, have  naffoc-age  *,  they  chufe  to  have  to  do  with  Men 
who  are  already  inftrudted  ;  or,  if  they  have  a  Hoc-age^  'tit 
a  fubilantial  one,  and  that  has  a  Body  by  itfelf. 
,     I  am  alio  in  love  with  the  Epiftles  to  Atticus^  not  only 
,becaufe  they  contain  a  very  ample  Account   j  CommeMii^ 
.of  the  Hiftory  and  Affairs  of  his  own  Time,    thn  of  the  z- 
but  much  more  becaufe  I  therein  difcover  the  tifi^  '^  Atd- 
particular  Humours  of  the  Writer :    For  I    ^"** 
have  a  Singular  Curiodty,  as  I  have  faid  elfewhere^  to 
know  the  Souls  and  genuine  Opinions  of  my  Authors* 
Their  Abilities  are  to  be  judged  of  by  the  Writings  whick 
they  publifli  to  the  World,  but  not  their  Manners  nor 
their  Perfons.     I  have  a  thoufand  times  lamented  the  Lois 
of  the  Treatife  which  Brutus  wrote  upon  Virtue,  for  *cU 
good  to  learn  the  Theory  from  thofe  who  underftand  the 
Fraftice.     But,  forafmuch  as  there  is  a  wide  Diderence 
between  the  Preacher  and  the  Sermon,  I  like  as  well  to 
fee  Brutus  in  Plutarch^  as  in  a  Book  of  his  own  writing* 
I  would  rather  chufe  to  be  truly  informed  of  the  Confe- 
rence he  had  in  his  Tent  with  fome  of  his  private  Friends 
the  Night  before  a  Battle,  than  the  Harangue  he  made  to 
his  Army  the  next  Day  ;  and  of  what  he  did  in  his  Clofec 
and  his  Chamber,  rather  than  of  his  Adions  in  the  Fo*^ 
rum  and  the  Senate. 

As  for  Ciceroy  I  am  of  the  common  Opinion,  that,  let- 
ting afide  his  Learning,  he  had  no  extraordi-    Charaaerrf 
nary  Genius.     He  was  a  good  Citizen,  and    Cicero, 
•of  an  affable  Temper,  as  all  fat  Men,  and  fuch  merry 
Souls  as  his  was,  generally  are  -,  but  he  loved  hisEafe,  anc^ 
3  to 
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to  fpcak  the  real  Truth,  had  a  very  great  Share  of  Vanity 
and  Ambition.  Neither  do  I  know  how  to  excufe  him  for 
His  Poetry.       thinking  his  Poetry  ^  good  enough  to  be 

publilhed.  To  make  bad  Vcrfes  is  no  great 
Imperfe£tioo,  but  'twas  an  Imperfe£tion  in  him,  that  he 
ciid  not  judge  how  unworthy  his  Verfes  were  of  his  glo* 

hisEloQueme     ^^^"^  Charafter.     As  for  his  Eloquence,  *tii 
"*  *     beyond  all  Comparifon,  and  I  believe  it  will 

jiever  be  equalled.  The  younger  Cicervy  who  rcfembled 
his  Father  in  nothing  but  his  Name,  whilft  a  Comr- 
mander  in  JJiaj  had  feveral  Strangers  one  Day  at  his 
Table,  and  in  particular  CeftiuSy  feated  at  the  lower  £nd^ 
as  the  open  Table3  of  the  Great  arc  generally  croud- 
cd,  Cicero  alked  one  of  his  Waiters,  ffn:>o  that  Mam 
wasj  and  he  readily  told  him  his  Name ;  but  Cicero^  as 
one  who  had  his  Thoughts  intent  upon  fbmething  elfe» 
and  had  forgot  the  Name,  alked  him  the  fame  Queftion 
igain  two  or  three  times  :  The  Fellow,  in  order  to  be  rid 
of  the  Trouble  of  making  the  fame  Anfwer  over  and  over 
again,  and  to  imprint  the  Thing  the  more  in  his  Memory 
by  fome  remarkable  Circumftance,  ^Tis  that  very  Ceftius^ 
faid  he»  whoy  as  you  have  been  informed^  makes  no  great  Ac-- 
count  of  your  Father^ s  Eloquence  in  Comparifon  of  bis  own. 
Ciceroy  being  fuddenly  nettled  at  this,  ordered  poor  Cejlius 
to  be  feized,  and  caufed  him  to  be  well  whipp'd  in  his  Pre- 
fence.     A  very  uncivil  Hoft  •> ! 

Yet,  even  amongft  thofe  who,  all  Things  confidered, 
Cenfurers  of  have  reckoned  the  Eloquence  of  Cicero  in*- 
Cicero'/  Ek-  comparable,  there  have  been  fome  who  have. 
^'^'*  not  fcruplcd  to  find  Faults  in  it.     As,  for 

Example,  his  Friend,  the  great  Brutusy  who  called  his 

Eloquence^ 

1^  Every-body  has  not  iiich  a  cKfadvamageous  Opinion  of  Citer^s  Poetnv 
there  being,  even  at  this  Day,  very  good  Judges  who  cfteem  it ;  and  Puh 
torch  fays  exprefsly,  that  Cicero  was  not  only  accounted  the  beil  Orator,  but 
alfb  the  beft  roet  of  the  Romans,  his  Cotemporaries.  The  Glory  of  Elo* 
quence,  adds  be,  and  the  Honour  of  Speaking  well,  has  been  ever  afcribed 
to  him  to  this  very  Day,  though  there  has  fince  been  a  great  Alteration  Jli 
the  L^/« Tongue;  but  his  Fame  and  Reputation  for  Poetry  have  been  qusii 
loft  by  the  Appearance  of  others  fince  his  Time,  much  more  excellent  thaft 
iie  was.  Cicero's  Life^  ebap.  i.  ^AmyotV  Tranjlati^n, 
.  9  M.  Senec.  in  fine  Suaioriarum. 
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Eloquence,  fraUam  ti  dumbem  %  /.  e.  (hattercd  and  fee- 
ble. The  Orators  alft),  in  the  next  Age  to  his,  found 
Fault  with  him  for  his  Aflfedation  of  a  certain  long  Ca^ 
dence  at  the  End  of  his  Sentences,  and  particularly  took 
Notice  of  the  Words,  EJfe  videatur  %  which  he  therein  & 
often  makes  Ufe  of.  For  my  own  Part,  I  am  for  a  fhorc- 
cr  Cadence,  formed  in  the  Iambic  Stile  ;  yet  fometimcs  he 
Ihuffles  the  Members  of  his  Sentence  together  very  rough'* 
ly,  though  'tis  very  feldom«  One  Inftance  of  this  dweUt 
upon  my  Ears,  in  the  Phrale,  *  Ego  verb  me  minlis  (Ukfmcm 
tffe  mallem^  quam  tffe  fentm^  antequam  ejfem^  t.  e.  For  my 
Fart,  I  had  rather  be  Old  for  a  little  Time,  than  to  be 
Old  before  I  am  really  fo.  ^ 

The  Hiftorians  are  the  Authors  I  am  mod  ufed  to,  for 
they  (are  pleafant  and  eafy  -,  and  the  Know-    ^/  ^^^ 
ledge  of  Mankind  in  general,  which  is  what   taigne  *was 
I  fcek  for,  appears  more  clear  and  perfeft  in   heftfUafed 
Hiftory  than  any  where  elfe  :  There  is  to  be    '^^^^ifi'^* 
feeh  the  Variety  and  Reality  of  his  internal  Qualities,  in 
General,   and  in  Particular,  with  the  Diverfity  of  Me- 
thods contributing  to  his  Compofition,  and  the  Acci« 
dents  that  threaten  him.     But  they  who  write  Lives,  by 
reafon  they  take  more  Notice  of  Counfels  than  Events, 
more  of  what  proceeds  from  within  Doors  than  what  hap- 
pens without,  are  the  fitteft  for  my  Perufal,  and  therefore, 
of  all  others,  Plutarch  is  the  Man  for  me.     I  am  very  lor- 
ry that  we  have  not  a  Dozen  Laerfms\  or  that  he  was  not 
more  extenfive,  or  better  underftood.     For  I  am  equally 
curious  to  know  the  Lives  and  Fortunes  of  thofe  greac 
Preceptors  of  the  World,  as  to  know  the  Diverfity  of  their 
Do6trines  and  Opinions,     In  the  Study  of  this  kind  of 
Hiftories  a  Man  muft  tumble  over,  without  Diftindion, 

all 

'  See  the  Dialogue  de  Oratoribusji'ut  di  Caufis  cmrupta  ElofuetUue^  c  1 8. 

»  Ibid,  c,  Z3. 

f  I  think  this  Crkicifin  of  Mstttmgn^s  a  little  too  fevere ;  fer,  withoot 
Goafidering  that  Words  of  the  iame  Sound  in  the  Latin  are  agreeable,  thefe 
are  not  tooe  blamed  becauie  there  is  nodiing.in  them  that  is  quaint, or  un* 
fuitable  to  the  Stile  of  Ckeroh  ConveHation  mroughout  his  Work.  BeftdeS, 
^  Montaigne  was  diigufted  widi  the  Samenefs  of  Sound  in  thofe  three  Worda 
that  fblk^  fo  dofe  to  one  another,  nuiilem,  finim$  ^tm^  he  had  nothing  to 
do  bot  to  feparate  antt  from  qutm^  as  it  is  in  Gfbmnjiui*%  Edition.  Cictro  dt 
Seni&utt,  c.  10. 
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aJl  forts  of  Authors,  both  ancient  and  modem,  in  the  bar« 
barous  as  well  as  the  current  Language  to  learn  the 
Things  of  which  they  varioufly  treat. 

But  C^fafy  in  particular,  does,  in  my  Opinion,  deicnre 
J  Ommenda^  to  be  fludied,  not  for  the  Knowledge  of  the 
/iMT  c/CMfiu^t  Hiftory  only,  but  for  his  own  fake,  he  has 
Cmmefuarus.  f^  much  Perfedion  and  Excellence  above  all 
the  reft,  not  excepting  Salluft.  In  Truth,  I  read  this  Au- 
thor with  a  little  more  Refpeft  and  Reverence  than  I  pay 
to  hunian  Compofitions,  conlidering  him  one  while  per- 
fonally,  by  his  Adtions  and  his  wonderful  Greatneis;  and 
another  while  by  the  Purity  and  inimitable  Accuracy  of 
his  Language,  whtrrein  he  has  not  only  furpaflcd  all  Hifto- 
rians,  as  Ocero  fays,  but,  perhaps,  even  Gccro  himfelf. 
For  he  fpeaks  of  his  Enemies  with  fo  much  Sincerity, 
that,  fetting  afide  the  falfe  Colours  with  which  he  endea- 
vours to  palliate  his  bad  Caufe,  and  the  Corruption  of  his 
peftilent  Ambition,  I  think  the  only  Thing  for  which  he 
is  to  be  blamed  is  his  fpeaking  too  fparingly  of  himfelf  ^ 
for  fo  many  great  Things  could  not  have  been  performed 
under  his  Conduct,  if  he  had  not  had  a  greater  Share  in 
(hem  than  he  attributes  to  himfelf. 

I  love  Hiftories  that  are  either  very  plain,  or  of  diftin* 
Mire  Writers  6^^^^  Excellency.  The  plain  Hiftorians, 
§f  Fa^is,  in  who  have  nothing  of  their  own  to  infcrt,  and 
nuhat  Bjfpea  who  Only  take  the  Care  and  Pains  to  coUeft 
'^  ^  y^*  ^^  every  Thing  that  comes  to  their  Notice,  and 
tfitmi .  ^^  make  a  faithful  Regifter  of  all  Things* 

without  Choice  or  Diftinftion,  leave  the  Difcovery  of  the 
Truth  intirely  to  our  own  Judgments. 

Such,  for  Example,  among  others,  is  honed  Froijfard^ 
Froiflard  ^^^  ^^  proceeded,  in  his  Undertaking,  with 

ranked  in  tkis  fuch  a  frank  Plainnefs,  that,  when  ke  has  cpih- 
Numier,  and  mitted  an  Error,  he  is  never  afraid  to  confefs 
comnundtd.  ^iXidi  correft  it  in  the  Place  where  'tis  pointed 
cut  to  him ;  and  who  even  reprcfcnts  to  us  the  Variety  of 
Rumours  that  were  then  fpread  abroad,  and  the  different 
Reports  that  were  brought  to  him.  Thus  the  Matter  of 
his  Hiftory  is  naked  and  unadorned,  and  every  one  may 
profit  by  it,  according  to  his  Share  of  Underftanding. 

The 
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The  very  excellent  Hiftorians  have  the  Capacity  of  re- 
letting what  is  fit  to  be  known,  and  of  two   ^,    . 
Reports  to  fingle  out  that  which  is  moft  like-  j^^^  theVdiu 
ly  to  be  true.    From  the  Condition  of  Prin-    of  the  heft  Hif* 
ces,  and  their  Tempers,  they  judge  of  their   *<^^^^* 
Counfeis,  and  attribute  Speeches  to  them  that  are  there- 
with confiftent  ^  and  fuch  have  a  Title  for  afluming  the 
Authority  of  regulating  our  Belief  by  Theirs,  but  cer* 
tainly  this  is  a  Privilege  that  belongs  to  very  few. 

The  Hiftorians  of  the  middle  Clafs  (who  are  the  moft 
numerous)  pervert  us  all.  They  aim  to  chew  what  Hifto^ 
the  Morfels  for  us  5  they  make  it  a  Law  to  nam  are  to  le 
themfelves  to  judge  of,  and  confequently  to  ^^'^^' 
bend  the  Hiftory  to  their  own  Fancy  \  for,  while  the  Judg- 
ment leans  on  one  Side,  the  Writer  cannot  avoid  turning 
and  winding  his  Narrative  according  to  that  Biafs.  They 
undertake  to  chufe  Things  worthy  to  be  known,  yet  of- 
ten conceal  from  us  fuch  an  Expreflion,  or  fuch  a  private 
Tranfadtion,  as  would  inftruft  us  better  :  They  omit,  as 
incredible,  fuch  Things  as  they  don't  underftand,  and 
fome  Things,  perhaps  too,  becaufe  they  know  not  how 
to  exprefs  them  in  good  La  ^guage.  Let  them  vaunt 
their  Eloquence,  and  their  Reafon,  with  as  much  Aflu- 
rance  as  they  pleafe,  and  let  them  judge  as  they  fancy ; 
but  let  them  leave  us  fomething  to  judgo  of  after  them, 
and  neither  alter  nor  difguiie  any  Thing  of  the  Subftance 
of  the  Matter  by  their  Abridgments  and  their  own  Prefe- 
rence, but  refer  it  to  us  pure  and  intire  in  all  its  Dimen- 
fions.  In  thefe  latter  Ages  efpecially^  the  People  who 
arc  moft  commonly  appointed  for  this  Taflc  are  culled 
out  from  the  common  People  for  no  other  Merit  but 
their  good  Stile,  as  if  we  wanted  them  to  teach  us 
Grammar ;  and,  as  they  are  hired  for  no  other  End,  and 
vent  nothing  but  Tittle-tattle,  they  are  in  the  Right  to 
apply  their  Thoughts  chiefly  to  this  Point.  Thus,  with  a 
fine  Flourilh  of  Words,  they  feed  us  with  a^  curious  Chain 
of  Reports,  which  they  pick  up  in  the  public  Places  of 
the  Towns. 

The  only  good  Hiftories  are  fuch  ast  have  been  writ- 
ten by  the  Pcrfons  themfelves  who  had  the  Direftion,  or 

Vol.  IL  I  wert 
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\vere  Shafcr*  in  the  Management  of  the  Affairs  of  which. 
Jfl^at  are  the  ^^^7  ^vrite,  Of  who  happened,  at  leaft,  to 
»riiy good  Hif-  have  the  Conduft  of  others  of  the  fame  kind. 
fortes.  Such  are,  in  a  manner,  all  the  Greek  and  Ro^ 

man  Hiftorians.     For  feveral  Eye-witnefi;,s  having  wrote 
of  the  fame  Affair,  (as  this  happened  at  a  Tittle  when 
Grandeur  and  Literature  commonly  met  in  the  fame  Per- 
I  fon)  if  there  happened  to  be  an  Error,  it  muft,  of  Ne- 

♦  ceffity,  be  a  very  flight  one,  and  about  an  Event  very  du- 
bious. What  can  one  exped  from  a  Phyfician  who  treats 
of  War,  or  from  a  Student,  in  his  Clofet,  that  under- 
takes to  lay  open  the  Secrets  of  the  Cabinets  of  Princes  ? 

If  we  would  take  Notice  how  religious  the  Romans  were 
The  Miftakes  ^"  ^^^^  Point,  there  needs  no  more  than  this 
that  ha'ue  been  Inftancc  of  it.  Aftnius  PolUo "  found^  even  in 
difconjerei  in  Cafar*%  Commentaries,  a  Miftake  which  he 
^)^a^i!^^^'     had  fallen  into,  either  for  not  having  his  Eyes 

in  all  the  Parts  of  his  Army  at  once^  and 
giving  Credit  to  particular  Perfons,,  who  had  not  given 
him  a  true  Account,  or  elfe  for  not  having  been  exadtly 
informed^  by  his  Lieutenants,  of  what  they  had  done  in 
his  Abfence,  By  this  we  may  fee  how  hard  a  Matter  it 
is  to  come  at  the  Truth,  when  one  cannot  depend  for  a 
right  Account  of  a  Battlte  upon  the  Kno\^ledge  of  the  Ge- 
neral who  commanded  in  it,  nor  upon  the  very  Soldiers 
for  what  paffed  near  them,  unlefs,  after  the  manner  of 
Examinations  before  a  Judge,  the  Witnefles  are  confront- 
ed, and  the*  Objeftions  admitted  to  the  Proof  of  the  mi- 
huteft  Circumftances  of  ©very  Event.  In  Truth,  the 
Knowledge  we  have  of  our  own  Affairs  is  very  imperfeft. 
*  But  this  has  been  fufEcientlv  treated  of.  by  Bodin^  and  ac- 
cording to  my  own  Way  o/ thinking.  I  In  Order  to  give 
fome  little  Afliftance  to  my  treacherous  Memory,  which 
is  fo  extremely  defeftive,  that  it  has  happened  to  me,  more 
than  once,  to  take  Books  in  my  Hand,  as  new,  and  alto- 
gether unknown  to  me,  which  I  had  read  carefully  a  few 
Tears  ago,  and  fcribbled  my  Notes  in  them»  I  have  made 

It 

*  «  In  SMetomu^^-  Lifo  of  JuHus  C^far,  fed.  56,  where  the  Reader  will 
Siul  Poliio'^  Criticiim  more  ieverc  tiian  in  iibnuugn^  who,  however^  maft 
hdvc  taktii  it  from  Suetmufm  3 
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k  a  Praftice,  for  fomc  Time  paft,  to  add,  at  the  End  of 
every  Book,  (I  mean,  of  fuch  as  I  dcfire  never  to  ufe  but 
ijnqe)  the  Time  that  I  finifhed  the  Reading  of  it,  and  the 
Judgment  I  had  formed  of  it  in  Grofs. ;  to  the  End  that 
this  may,  at  leaft,  reprefent  to  me  the  general  Air  and 
Idea  which  I  had  conceived  of  the  Author  when  I  read 
him.  I  will  hera  traufcribe  fome  of  thofe  Annotations  for 
a  Specimen. 

I  wrote  what  follows^  about  ten  Years  ago,  in  my  Guic^ 
cardin^  for,  in  what  Language  foever  my  Montai^neV 
Books  accofl:  me,  I  fpeak  to  them  in  my  RefleaiZis  upon 
Qwn  :  '  He  is  a  diligent  Hiftoriographer,  Guiccardin. 
and  one  -from  whom,  in  my  Opinion,  we  may  know 
the  Truth  of  the  Affairs  of  his  Time  as  exaftly  as  from 
any  other  •,  for  in  moft  of  them  he  was  himfelf  an  Ac- 
tor, and  in  an  honourable  Rank.  There's  no  Appear- 
ance that  he  has  difguifed  Things  out  of  Hatred,  Fa- 
vour, or  Vanity^  of  which  we  have  ample  Teftimony 
in  the  free  Cenfures  he  has  pafled  upon  the  great  Men^ 
and  efpecially  thofe  by  whom  he  was  advanced  and  em- 
ployed in  Offices  of  Truft,  namely,  PopeC/iOT^»/ VII.  in 
particular.  As  to  that  Part  for  which  he  feems  to  have 
valued  himfelf  moft, 'z;/^;.  his  DigrelTions  and  Paraphrafes ; 
he  has,  indeed,  fome  very  goou  ones,  and  inriched  with 
beautiful  Expreffions,  but  he  is  too  fond  of  them  :  For, 
becaufe  he  would  leave  nothing  unfaid,  as  he  had  a  Sub- 
ject fo  copious,  and  a  Field  fo  ample,  and  almoft  bound- 
lefs,  he  becomes  flat,  and  has  a  little  Smack  of  the  fcho- 
laftic  Prattle.  I  have  alfo  made  this  Remark,  that  of 
fo  many  Men  and  Things,  lb  many  Motives  and  Coun- 
fels  on  which  he  pafies  his  Judgment,  he  does  not  {o 
much  as  attribute  a  fingle  Motive  to  Virtue,  Religion, 
and  Confcience,  as  if  they  were  all  quite  extind  in 
the  World ;  and  he  afcribes  the  Caufe  of  all  Aftions, 
how  fair  foever  they  appear  in  themfelves,  to  fome  vi- 
cious Occafion,  or  View  of  Profit.  It  is  irppofTible  to 
imagine  but,,  amongft  fuch  an  i;;\finite  Number  of  Ac- 
tions,, of  which  he  gives  his  Judgment,  there  muft  b^ 
fome  one  that  was  condu(5ied  by  Reafon.    No  Corrup- 
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*  tion  could  ha^e  fo  univerfally  infefted  Men,  but  fomc 
'  one  muft  have  efcaped  the  Contagion  v  which  makes 

*  me  fufpeft  that  his  own  Taftc  was  a  little  vitiated,  and 

*  it  might  happen,  that  he  judged  of  other  Mea  by  him-. 

*  felf/ 

In  my  Philip  de  Comines  there  is  this  written :  •  Yon 
£^»  Philip  *  will  here  find  the  Language  fmooth  and 
de  Comines.      c  agreeable,  with  an  artlels  Simplicity  -,  thfr 

*  Narration  pure,  and  in  which  the  Author's  Regard  to 

*  Truth  is  fully  difplayed ;  free  from  Vanity  when  he- 

*  fpeaks  of  himfelf,  and  from  Affeftion  and  Envy  wheiv 

*  he  fpeaks  of  another  :  His  Reafonings  and  Exhortations 

*  are  accompanied  with  more  Zeal  and  Truth  thaii  with 

*  any  exquifite  Sufficiency,  and  with  all  that  Authority 

*  and  Gravity  throughout  the  Whole,  which  fhews  him-  to 
^  be  a  Man  of  a  good  Family,  and  that  has  had  no  ordi- 

*  nary  Education/ 

And  this  in  my  Memorrs  upon  M.  Du  Belky  r  *  "^  *Tis 
Upon  the  Me-  '  always  pleafant  to  read  Thin-gs  that  arc 
moirs  ofI^\i  ^  written  by  thofe  who  have  experienced  how 
Bellay.  c  ^^^y  ought  to  be  carried  on  ;  but  it  cannot 

*  be  denied,  that,  in  thofe  two  Lords  (William  and  Mar- 

*  tin  du  Bellay)  there  is  a  great  Declenfion  from  that  free 

*  and  unconllrained  raaiiner  of  Writing,  which  is  fo  con^ 

*  fpicuous  in  the  Ancients  of  their  Profeflion ;  fuch  as 

*  M.  de  Jauinville^  Domeftic  to  St.  Lewis-,  Eginard,  Chan- 

*  cellor  to  Charlemain\  and  as  Philip  de  Comines^  of  later 

*  Date.  This  Book  is  rather  an  Apology  for  King  Frtf»ar^ 

*  againft  the  Emperor  Charles  V,  than  a  Hiftory.     I  atn 

*  not  inclined  to  think,  that  they  have  falfified  any  Thing 

*  as  to  the  Fad:  in  general  -,  but  they  are  dexterous  at 

*  wrefting  the  Judgment  of  Events  to  our  Advantage, 

'  tho* 

^  Thefc  Memoirs,  pobHilicd  by  Martin  du  BelUvr  conflft  often  Books, 
of  which  the  four  firil,  and  three  lad,,  are  Martin  duBeUay^h^  and  the  others* 
his  Brother  William  de  Langeys,  and  were  taken  from  his  fifth  Qgdoade^  Adih 
the  Year  x  536  to  1 540.  They  are  intitled  Memoirs  j/^ Martin  du  Bellay,  fc»- 
taitiit^  Accounts  of  fcveral  Things  that  haptened  in  France,  from  l^l^  to  the 
Drath  ff  ?r2j\c\s  It  /«  1'547.  From  all  this  'tis  obvious,  why  MaUamgf 
foeaks  9f  two  TiOrds  Du  Sellay,  after  he  had  mentioned  the  Memoirs  cfM. 
Da  Bellay,  I  have  made  this  RemSu-k;  to  iave  others  from  the  Perplexity 
fhat  I  myfelf  was  involved  in,  at  £yr(l,  upon  this  Occalion* 
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*  tho*  often  contrary  to  Rcafon  ;  and  of  omitting  what- 

*  ever  is  of  a  ticklifti  Nature  in  the  Life  of  their  Sove- 

*  reign  ;  witnefs  the  Retreat  of  Me/Tieurs  de  Montmorency 

*  and  Brion^  who  arc  here  omitted ;  nay,  the  Name  of  Ma- 

*  dame  de  Eftampes  is  not  fo  much  as  once  mentioned. 

*  Secret  Aftions  may  be  concealed  by  an  Hiflorian,  but 

*  to  pafe  over  in  Silence  what  is  known  to  all  the  World, 
^  and  Things  too   that  have  produced  EfFefts  of  fuch 

*  Confequence,  k  ^  Defeft  not  to  be  excufed.     In  fine, 

*  whoever  would    have  a  perfed  Knowledge  of  King 

*  Francis^  and  the  Affairs  of  his  Time,  muft,  if  He  will 

*  take  my  Advice,  look  for  it  elfewhere.     The  only  Ad- 

*  vantage  he  can  reap  from  this  Work  is,  by  the  parti- 
^  cular  Account  of  the  Battles  and  military  Atchievc- 
'  ments,  in  which  thofe  Gentlemen  were  prefent ;  cer- 
'  tain  Expreflions  and  private  A<ftions  of  fome  Princes 
^  of  their  Time,  and  the  Praftices  and  Negociations 
'  carried  on  by  the  Lord  de  Langeay^  wherein  there  are 
^  throughout  Things  worthy  to  be  known,  and  Reafon- 
^  ings  above  the  vulgar  Strain. 


CHAP-     XL 

Of  c  RU  E  L  r  r". 

• 

VIRTUE  feems  to  me  to  be  quite  another  Thing, 
and  more  Noble  than  the  Inclinations  that  are  in- 
nate in  Goodnefs.  Thofe  Souls  that  are  ^y^^^/^^^ 
well  tempered,  and  as  truly  generous  pur-  ferior  to  njohat 
•fue  the  fame  Traft ;  and  their  Aftions  is  odledQood^ 
wear  the  fame  Face,  as  the  Virtuous.  But  ^^fiofmnn. 
the  Word  Virtue  imports  fomething,  I  know  not 
what,  that  is  more  great  and  adlive  than  a  Man's  dif- 
fering himfelf  with  a  happy  Conftitution,  to  be  gent- 
Jy  and  quietly  conduced  by  Reafon.  The  Perfon, 
who  from  a  MUdnefs  and  Sweetnefs  in  his  Temper,  Ihould 
defpife  Injuries  received,  would  perform  a  Thing  very 
amiable  and  commendable ;  but  the  Man  who,  bdng  pro- 

J  3  voked 
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vokcd  and  enraged  to  the  lad  Degree  by  fome  Offence, 
fhould  arm  himl'elf  with  the  Weapons  of  Reafon  againft 
a  furious  Third  of  Revenge,  and  aftet*  a  great  Struggle 
with  himfelf,  fhould  at  lafl:  mafter  his  own  Faffion,  would 
undoubtedly  do  much  more.  The  firft  would  do  well, 
and  the  latter  virtuouQy.  One  A6tidn  might  be  called 
Virtue  not  to  be  Good-nature,  the  other  Virtue.  For  me-' 
prasifed  with-  thinks  the  Very  Name  of  Virtue  prefuppofes 
outfimeDiffi'  Difiiculty  and  Oppofitjon,  and  cannot  be 
culty,  exercifed  without  fomething  to  contend  with. 

And  'tis  for  this  Reafon,  perhaps,  that  we  call  God  by 
the  Attributes  of  Good,  Mighty,  Bountiful,  and  Juftj 
but  we  do  not  give  him  that  of  Virtuous,  his  Works  be-* 
mg  all  Natural,  and  without  any  Effort.     The  Philofo- 
phers,  not  only  the  Stoics^  but  alfo  the  Epicureans  (and  this 
Addition  *  I  borrow  from  the  vulgar  Opinion,   which  h 
falfe, .  notwithftanding  the  witty  Conceit  of  Arcefilaus^  ih 
Anfwer  to  one,  who,  being  reproached  that  many  Scholarii 
went  from  his.  School  to  the  Epicurean^  but  never  any 
from  thence  to  his  School,  faid  in  Anfwer,  I  believe  it  in- 
deed ;  Numbers  of  Capons  being  made  out  of  Cocks^  but  never 
atrf  Cvtks  out  of-Getptms^.     For,  in  Truth,  the  EpicuredH 
Sect  is  not  at  all  inferior  to  the  Stoic  in  Steadinefs,  and  the 
Rigour  of  Opinions  and  Precepts,     And  a  certain  Stoic 
difcovering  more  Honcfty  than  thofe  Difputahts,  who,  in 
order  to  quarrel  with  Epicurus^  and  to  ihrow  the  Game 
into  their  own  Hands,    make   him  fay  what  he  nevqr 
thoughts  putting  a  wrong  Conftrqftion  upon  his  Words, 

cloathing 

'  Mgntaigne  ftop.f  here  to  make  his  Excufe  for  thus  naming  the  Epian 
narif  with  the  Sioics^  in  Conformity  to  the  general  Opinion  that  tiie  jff/r 
fureoBi  were  not  fo  rigid  in  their  Morals  as  the  ^toics^  which  is  not  firue 
in  the  main,  as  he  dcraonftrales  at  one  View.  This  involved  Montaigntt 
Jn  a  tedious  Parenthciis,  dm  Jng  which  'tis  proper  that  the  Reader  be  at- 
tentive,  that  he  m^y  nqt  intirely  lofe  the  Thread  of  the  AzgumenL  in 
fome  latter  Editions  of  this  Author,  it  has  been  attempted  to  remedy  thif 
Inconvenience,  but  without  obferving  th^t  Montoign^s  Argument  is 
rendered  nicrc  fecbjc  z^nd  obfcure  by  ftjch  vain  Repetitions,  'tis  a  Licence 
that  ought  not  to  be  taken^  becaufe  he  who  publiOies  the  Work  of  an- 
other, oyght  to  give  ^  i^  the  44thor  compofed  it,  But,  in  Mr.  C#l- 
)oj^%  Tj^il^tion,  he  w«^  ^  p^lf  d  witli  thjs  enQr{¥u)iis  P^renth^fis,'th|U  hp 
fcis  quite  left  it  out. 

>  -Dio^.  hatrt,  ill  the  Life  Ql4r^fi\aHs,  lib,  iv,  fra,  43, 
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cloathing  his  Sentences,  by  the  ftrift  Rules  of  Grammar, 
with  another  Meaning,  and  a  different  Opinion  from  that 
which  they  knew  he  entertained  in  his  Mind,  and  in  his 
Morals,  the  Stoic^  I  fay,  declared,  that  he  abandoned  the 
Epicurean  Se£t,  upon  this,  among  other  Confiderations, 
that  he  thought  their  Track  too  lofty  and  inacceffible ; 
€t  ij  qui  (piXYiiovoi  vocantur  funt  (pikUxXoi  eS  (piXoSUxiQiy  cm- 
nefyue  vir tides  et  cdunt  ct  ratinent^  i.  e,  and  thofe  whom 
we  call  Lovers  of  PJeafure,  being,   in  Effeft,  Lovers  of 
Honour  and  Juftice,  cultivate  and  praftife  all  the  Virtues. 
(Cic.  Ep.  19.  lib.  XV,)  feveral,  I  fay,  of  the  Stoic  and  Epi- 
curean Philofophers,  thought  that  it  was  not  enough  to 
have  the  Soul  in  a  good  Frame,  well  tempered,  and  well- 
difpofed  to  Virtue ;  that  it  was  not  enough  to  have  our 
JRefolutions  and  our  Reafonings  fixed  above  all  the  Ef- 
forts of  Fortune  ;  but  that  it  was  ever  necefTary  to  feek 
Occafions  to  make  Trial  of  them  :  They  were* for  going 
in  queft  of  Pain,  Neceflity,  and  Contempt,  in  order  to 
combat  them,  and  to  keep  the  Soul  in  Exercife,    Multum 
Jibi  a^it  virtus  lacej/ita  ^,  i.  e.  Virtue  by  being  attacked 
becomes  the  more  courageous.     *Tis  one  of  the  Reafons 
why  Epamnondas  who  was  alfo  of  a  third  Sedl  %  refufes 
xhe  Wealth  which  Fortune  puts  into  his  Hand  by  very 
/air  Means,  becauie  faid  he,  I  may  be  able  to  fence  with 
Poverty,  in  which  Extreme  he  always  flood  his  Ground. 
SocYates  methinks  put  himfclf  to  a  feverer  Trial,  keeping, 
for  his  Exercife,  a  Shrew  of  a  Wife  ;  which  was  a  Trial 
with  a  Vengeance.     Metellus^  the  only  one  of  all  the  Ro- 
tnan  Senators,  who  attempted,  by  the  Strength  of  his  Vir- 
tue, to  fupport  himfelf  againft  the  Violence  of  Saturninus^ 
the  Tribune  of  the  People  of  Rome^  who  was  refolved  by 
all  Means  to  get  an  unjuft  Law  paft  in  Favour  of  the 
Commonalty,  having,  by  fuch  Oppofition,  incurred  the 
capital  Punifliments  which  Saturninus  had  eftablifhed  for 
the  Recufants ;  this  very  MeteUus  faid  to  the  Perfons, 
who,  in  this  Extremity,  were  leading  him  to  the  Place  of 
Execution  :  T'bat  it  was  a  very  eafy  ^  and  a  bafe  Thing  to 

I  4  conmk 

»  Senec.  Ep.  13. 

■  Of  the  Pytbagereein  Sc£t.    Epamnondas,  the  Tkehan,  lays  Cicerc,  v/as 
inftr  u£ted  by  Ltfis;  a  Pytbagoreati,    De  C  ffic.  lib.  i.  c  44. 
^  Plutarch  in  the  Life  QiMarm^  ch.  10.  ^i  Amyth  Tranfjaticn. 
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commit  Evil ;  and  that  to  do  Good,  where  there  was  no  Dan* 
ger^  was  a  common  Thing  ;  l^ul  to  do  Good,  where  there  was 
Danger,  was  the  proper  Office  of  a  Man  of  Virtue.  Thefc 
Words  of  Metellus  clearly  fhew  what  I  would  make  out, 
that  Virtue  refufes  Eafe  for  its  Companion,  and  that  the 
gentle  Afcent,  that  foft,  fmooth  Way,  in  which  thofe  take 
their  Steps  who  are  regulated  by  a  natural  Inclination  to 
Goodnefs,  is  not  the  Path  of  true  Virtue.  This  requires 
a  rugged  thorny  Paflage,  and  will  have  either  Difficulties 
from  without  to  ftruggle  with  {\\kt  thzt  of  Met ellus)  by 
Means  whereof  Fortune  delights  to  interrupt  the  Speed  of 
our  Career,  or  elfe  internal  Difficulties  that  are  introduced 
by  the  diforderly  Appetites  and  Imperfeftions  of  our  Con- 
dition. 

I  am  come  thus  far  at  my  Eafe,  but  it  juft  now  falls 

into  my  Imagination,  that  the  Soul  of  5^- 

JuchastWcof  ^^^^^•^>  ^h^  \xio^  perfcft  that  ever  has  come  to 

Socrates  and      my  Knowledge,  would,  by  this  Rule,  have 

Cato,  Virtue     little  to  rccommend  it  :   For  I  cannot  per- 

\Z7Hlbft       ^^^^^'  ^^  ^^^^  Perfon,  any  Effort  of  a  vicious 

Concupifccnce.  In  the  Courfe  of  his  Virtue, 
I  cannot  imagine  there  was  any  Difficulty  or  Conftriaint. 
I  know  his  Reafon  had  fo  much  Sway  and  Authority  over 
him,  that  it  never  would  have  fuffered  a  vicious  Appetite 
fo  much  as  to  rife  in  him.  To  a  Virtue  fo  fublime  as  his 
/ 1  can  fet  nothing  in  Oppofition.  Methinks  I  fee  it  ftalk, 
with  a  viiflorious  and  triumphant  Pace,  in  Pomp,  and  at 
Eafe,  without  Moleftation  or  Difturbance.  If  Virtue  can- 
not fhine  but  by  ftruggling  with  contrary  Appetites,  fhall 
"we  therefore  fay,  that  (he  cannot  fubfift  without  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  Vice,  and  that  *tis  from  thence  fhe  derives  her 
Reputation  and  Honour  ?  What  would  become  alfo  of 
that  brave  and  generous  Epicurean  Pleafure,  which  pre- 
tends to  nourifli  and  cherifh  Virtue  in  its  Lap,  giving  it 
Shame,  Sicknefs,  Poverty,  Death,  and  Hell  for  Toys  to 
play  with  ?  If  I  prefuppofe  that  pcrfeft  Virtue  is  known 
by  contending  with,  and  patiently  bearing  Pain,  and  even 
5Fits  of  the  Gout,  without  being  moved  in  its  Seat :  If  I 
give  it  Roughncfs  and  Difficulty  for  its  neceflary  Objeft, 
what  will  become  of  a  Virtue  elevated  to  fgch^  a  Degree^ 
3  w 
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as  not  only  to  defpife  Pain,  but  to  rejoice  in  it,  and  to  be  de- 
lighted with  the  racking  Stitches  ot  a  violent  Cholic,  as  is 
the  Quality  of  that  Virtue  which  the  Epicureans  have  efta- 
blilhed,  and  of' which  many  of  them,  by  their  Adlions, 
have  left  very  evident  Proofs  ?  As  have  many  others,  who 
I  find  have  furpaffed  the  very  Rules  of  their  Dilcipline  ; 
^itnefs  the  younger  Cato :  When  I  fee  him  dying,  and 
tearing  out  his  own  Bowels,  I  cannot  be  contented  fimply 
to  believe,  that  his  Soul  was,  at  that  Time,  wholly  exempt 
from  Trouble  and  Fear :  I  cannot  think,  that  lie  only  fup- 
ported  himfelf  in  this  Step  which  was  prefcribed  to  him 
by  the  Laws  of  the  Stoic  Seft,  quite  ferenely,  without  E- 
motion  or  Paffion  :  There  was,  methinks,  in  that  Man's 
Virtue  too  much  Sprightlinefs  and  Youth  to  ftop  there.  I 
make  no  Doubt  but  he  felt  a  Pleafure  and  Delight  in  fa 
noble  an  Aftion,  and  that  it  was  more  agreeable  to  him 
than  any  Thing  he  ever  did  in  his  Life.  Sic  abiit  e  vitd  ut 
kaufam  tmriendi  na£iumfe  ejfe  gauderet^  i.  e.  He  went  out  of 
Life  infuch  a  manner  ^  as  if  he  was  glad  he  had  found  a  Rea^ 
f on  for  dying  ^  And  I  really  queftion,  whether  he  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  been  deprived  of  the  Occafion  of 
fo  brave  an  Exploit :  And  if  that  Good-nature  of  his, 
Hvhich  made  him  efpoufe  the  public  Benefit  rather  than 
his  own,  did  not  reftrain  me,  I  Ihould  be  ready  to  believe, 
that  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  Fortune,  for  having 
put  his  Virtue  to  fo  fevere  a  Trial,  and  for  having  favour- 
ed the  Robber  *^  in  trampling  the  ancient  Liberty  of  his 
Country  under  his  Feet.  Methinks  I  read  in  this  Aftion, 
I  know  not  what  Exultation  in  his  Soul,  and  an  extraor- 
dinary and  manly  Emotion  of  Pleafore,  when  he  looked 
upon  the  Noblenefs  and  Sublimity  of  his  Undertaking. 

JDeliherata  morte  ferocior  *. 

/.  e. 

GfX)wn  fiercer  now  (he  is  refolv*d  to  die. 

Not 

*  Cic.  Tufc.  Qaasd.  lib.  i.  c.  30. 

^  Cafar^  who,  notwithAandin^  the  great  Qaalities  of  his,  which  Mon-' 
taiguefet  off  with  fuch  Luftre  in  me  precedingChapter,  is  here  treated  as 
Jss  deferves  for  having  committed  the  moft  hcmous  of  all  Crimes. 

f  Hot,  lib.  i.  Od-  37.  v.  29, 


* 
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Not  ftimulated  by  any  Hope  of  Glory,  as  the  vulgar  hnd 
cfrcminate  Judgments  of  fome  Men  have  concluded  %  for 
the  Confideration  is  too  mean  to  touch  a  Mind  fo  gene- 
rous, fo  afpiring,  and  fo  obilinate,  but  fo;  the  very  Beauty 
of  the  Thing  in  itfelf,  which  he,  who  had  the  Management 
of  its  Springs,  difccrned  more  clearly,  and  in  its  Perfec- 
tion, .  than  we  are  able  to  do.     It  gives  me  a  Pleafure,  to 
find  \t  is  the  Judgment  of  Philofophy  ',  that  fo  brave  an 
Aftion  would  have  been  indecent  in  any  other  Life  than 
CaU\  and  that  it  only  became  his  to  have  fuch  a  Period. 
However,  as  Reafon  required,  he  commanded  his  Son, 
and  the  Senators  who  accompanied  him,  to  take  another 
Courfe,    Caioni^  quutn  incredibilem  Natura  tribuijfet  gravita- 
iemy  eamque  ipfe  perpetud  conftantid  roboravijfet^  fetnperque  in 
fropojito  ionfilio  ptrmanfiffet ^  moriendum  potius  qudm  tyranni 
vuUus  afpiciendus  erat ;  i.  e.  Cato  having  been  endowed  by 
Nature  with  an  incredible  Gravity,  which  he  had  fortified 
by  a  perpetual  Conftancy,  without  ever  departing  from 
what  he  had  onc^ determined,  he  muft,  of  Neceflity,  ra- 
ther die  than  fee  the  Face  of  the  Tyrant.     Every  Man's 
Death  muft  be  proportionable  to  his  Life  :  We  do  not  bc^' 
come  other  Men  by  dying.     I  alwaysjudgeof  theEteath 
by  the  Life  preceding,  and  if  any  one  tells  me  of  a  Death 
that,  in  Appearance,  was  accompanied  with  Fortitude^ 
after  a  Lite  that  was  feeble,  I  conclude  the  Caufe  tha( 
produced  it  to  be  feeble,  and  fuitable  to  the  Life  before  it. 
The  Eafinefs  therefore  of  this  Death,  and  the  P'acility 
which  he  had  acquired,  in  dying,  by  the  Vigour  of  his 
Mind,  ihall  we  fay  that  it  ought  to  be  the  leaft  Abatement 
WheCbearftd-    of  the  Luftte  of  his  Virtue  ?  And  who,  tha( 
nefs  of  Socx2^.     has  his  Brain  ever  fo  little  tinftured  with  true 

-*S^  %  ^'^'  Philofophy,  can  be  content  to  imagine  So^ 
fl^ditfupe^  fr^/^J  only  free  from  Fear  and  Paffion  in  the 
r/«r /5  CatoV     Accident  of  his  Prifon,   Fetters,  and  Con» 

.  Death,  damnation  ?.  And,  who  is  there  that  does  pot 

difcover  not  only  his  Stability  and  Conftancy  (which  was 

his 

^  This  is  what  Cieero  {kySf  \n  his  Offices,  lib.  i.  c.  31.  NonnunpuuM  mor^ 
temfihi  ifjt  confcifcere  akus  dehety  alius  /'»  eadcm  causa  non  debet.  Nam  «iwi 
aliii  in  rausa  M,  Catofuit^  atid  cateri  quife  in  Africa  C/pfan  tradidnunt  f  A^ 
qui  ceteris forft an  'vitic  datum  ejfet  Jife  interemijfenty  &c. 
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his  common  Quality)  but,  moreover,  I  know  not  what 
frclh  Satisfa6lion  and  a  joyous  Alacrity  in  his  laft  Words 
and  Aftions  ?  At  the  Start  he  gave,  with  the  Pleafure  of 
/craiching  his  Leg,  after  his  Irons  were  taken  off,  docs 
be  not  dilC0ver  the  like  Serenity  and  Joy  of  his  Soul,  to 
find   himfelf  difengaged  from  the  paft  Inconveniencies, 
and  on  the  Point  of  entering  into  the  Knowledge  of  Fu- 
turity ?  Cato  may  be  pleafed  to  pardon  me,  when  I  fay 
his  Death  was  more  tragical  and  lingering,  but  yet  that 
of  Socrates  was,  I  know  not  how,  more  defirable,  info- 
much  that  yfrj/?r)>p/w,  hearing  fome  pitying  the  manner 
of  his  Death,  faid,  May  the  Gods  grant  me  fuch  a  Death  K 
We  difcern  in  the  Souls  of  thefe  two  great  Men,  and  their 
Imitators,  (for  I  very  much  doubt  whether  they  ever  had 
their  Equals)  fo  perfeft  a  Habit  in  Virtue,  that  it  was 
conftitutional  to  tnem.    *Tis  not  that  painful  Virtue,  nor 
-the  Law  of  Reafon,  to  prefervc  which,  the  Soul  muft  be, 
fis  it  were,  on  the  Rack ;  but  *tis  the  very  Eflence  of  theit 
Souls,  their  natural  and  common  Praftice :  They  have 
rendered  it  fuch  by  a  long  Adherence  to  the  Precepts  of 
Philofophy,  imbibed  by'  a  rich  Genius,  and  a  generous 
Nature,     The  vicious  Paflions,  that  are  born  in  us,  can  . 
find  no  Entrance  into  their  Breads  :  The  Fortitude  and 
Steadihefs  of  their  Souls  ftifle  and  extinguifli  carnal  Ap- 
petites as  foon  as  they  begin  to  be  in  Motion. 

Now,  that  it  is  not  more  Noble,  by  a  fublime  and 
divine  Refolution,-  to  hinder  the  Birth   of   Different  De- 
Temptations,  and  to  be  fo  formed  to  Virtue,   greet  of  Vir- 
that  the  very  Seeds  of  the  Vices  may  be  era-    ^^* 
•dicated,  than  by  mere  Force  to  hinder  their  Growth,  and, 
by  giving  Way  to  the  firft  Motions  of  the  Paffions,  bq 
obliged  to  arm  and  to  oppofe  their  Progrefs,  and  to  con-io 
quer  tliem  ;  and  that  this  fecond  EfFeft  is  not  alfo  much 
more  Noble  than  to  be  only  furnjfhed  with  an  eafy  dc^ 
bonnair  Temper,  difgufted  of  itfelf  with  Debauchery  and  * 
Vice,  I  do  not  think  can  be  .doubted.     As  to  this  third , 
and  laft  fort  of  Virtue^  it  feems,  indeed,  to  render  a  Maa 
innocent,  but  not  virtuous  ;  free  from  doing  111,  but  not 
^"01  enough  to  do  Good.  .  Befides,  thi$  is  a  Condition  i^ 

new 

^  Phi*  I'Oeh^  Iff  ^P  J^fc  oi  AriJItfffus^  lib.  ii,  fc£l.  76. 
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ntzx  approaching  to  Imperfeftion  and  Frailty,  that  I 
know  not,  very  well,  how  to  diftinguifh  and  feparate  the 
Confines.  The  very  Names  of  Goodnefs  and  Innocence  arc, 
for  this  Reafon,  in  fomc  fort.  Names  of  Contempt.  I 
perceive,  that  fevcral  Virtues,  as  Chaftity,  Sobriety,  and 
Temperance,  may  happen  to  us  through  bodily  Defefts, 

^  Conftancy  in  Danger,  (if  it  muft  be.fo  called)  the  Con- 
tempt of  Death,  Patience  under  Mfsfortunes  may  happen, 
and  are  often  found  in  Men,  for  Want  of  well  judging 
of  fuch  Accidents,  and  conceiving  of  them  as  they  really 
are.  The  Dulnefs  of  Apprehenfion  and  Stupidity  arc 
therefore,  fometimes,  the  Counterfeit  of  virtuous  Deeds. 
As  I  have  often  feen  it  happen,  that  Men  have  had  Praife 
for  what  deferved  Cenfure. 

An  Italian  Nobleman  once  made  this  Remark,  in  my 
B^bythelxsk-  Pfcfencc,  to  the  Difadvantage  of  his  Coun- 
lians  4we  defi-  trymen,  viz.  That  the  Italians  were  fo  ful>- 
^titnt  in  Bra-  tic,  and  fo  quick  of  Apprehenfion,  that  they 
^'0'-  forefaw  Dangers  and  Accidents,  which  might 

happen  to  them,  at  fo  great  a  Diftance,  that  'tis  not  to  be 
thought  ftrangc,  if  they  often  went  to  War  to  provide  for 
their  Security,  even  before  they  had  difcovered  the  Dan- 
ger :  That  We  (the  French)  and  the  Spaniards^  who  were 
not  fo  cunning,  were  ftill  more  to  be  blamed,  for  that  we 
muft  both  fee  and  feel  the  Danger  before  it  could  alarm 
us,  and  that,  even  then,  we  were  not  refolute  ;  but  that 
the  Germans  and  the  Swifs^  being  more  heavy  and  dull 
of  Apprehenfion,  had  not  the  Senfe  to  look  round  them, 
even  when  the  Blows  were  dealt  about  their  Ears.  Perad- 
venture  he  only  talked  at  this  Rate  by  Way  of  Banter ; 
yet  certain  it  is,  that,  in  the  Trade  of  War,  thofe  who 

^have  not  yet  learned  it,  often  rulh  into  Dangers  with  more 
Temerity  than  they  do  after  they  are  well  warmed  in  \u 

baud  fgnarus  quantum  nbva  gloria  in  armis 

►       Et  pruedulce  dccus  primo  certamine  pojfit  ^. 

/.  e. 

\f  1 

Knowing  how  much  the  Hope  of  Glory  warms 
The  Soldier  in  his  firll  Effay  of  Arms. 

For 

^  4incid.  lib.  %u  v.  154, 155, 
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For  that  Reafon,  therefore,  when  we  would  give  Judg- 
ment of  any  particular  Adtion,  we  muft  confider  the  fe- 
vcral  Circumftances,  and  the  whole  Man,  by  whom  it  is 
performed,  before  we  give  it  a  Name. 

To  fay  one  Word  of  myfelf,  I  have  fometimcs  known 
my  Friends  commend  that  for  Prudence  in    j^  ^^^^ 
me  which  was  mere  Fortune,  and  afcribe  that  jsfied  Mon-       ^ 
to  Courage  and  f^atience,  which  was  owing    taigne'i  />- 
to  Judgment  and  Opinion,  giving  me  one    '*^- 
Title  for  another,  fometimes  to  my  Advantage,  at  other 
times  to  my  Detriment :  As  to  the  reft,  I  am  fo  far  from 
being  arrived  to  this  firft  and  more  perfeft  Degree  of  Ex- 
cellence, where  Virtue  is  become  a  Habit,  that  I  have 
fcarce  made  any  Trial  of  the  fecond.     I  have  made  no 
great  Efforts  to  curb  the  Defires  by  which  I  have  been 
importuned.     My  Virtue  is  Virtue,  or  rather  cafual  and 
accidental  Innocence.    If  I  had  been  born  of  a  more  irre- 
gular Conftitution,  I  fear  my  Cafe  would  have  been  very 
lamentable ;  for  I  have  fcarce  ever  experienced  a  Forti- 
tude of  Mind  to  refift  PafTions  that  were  ever  fo  little 
vehement.    I  know  not  how  to  nourifti  Quarrels  and  De- 
bates in  my  own  Breaft,  fo  that  I  owe  no  Thanks  to  my- 
felf if  I  am  exempt  from  feveral  Vices. 

Si  vitiis  medio crihus^  et  mea  paucis 

Mendofa  eji  natura,  alioqui  re£la^  (velutji 
Egregio  infperfos  reprebendas  corpore  n^evos  \  ) 

i.  e. 

If  trivial  Faults  deform  my  upright  Soul, 
Like  a  fair  Face  when  blemifh'd  with  a  Mole. 

I  owe  it  more  to  my  Fortune  tharvto  my  Reafon.    I  hap-  ^ 
pcncd  to  be  defcended  from  a  Race  famous  for  Probity, 
and  from  a  very  good  Father.     I  know  not  whether  he 
has  intailed  any  of  his  Humours  upon  me,  or  whether   ^ 
domeftic  Examples,  and  the  good  Inftruftion  I  received 
in  my  Infancy,  have  infenfibly  contributed  to  it,  or  elfc  ^ 

whether  I  was  born  fo. 

Sen 

«  Horat.  lib.  i.  Sut.  6.  v.  65,.  l£c. 
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Seu  Lihray  feu  fne  Scorpius  afpicU 
Formidolofusy  pars  violentior 

Natalis  hor^e^  feu  tyrannus 

llefperia  Capricornus  und^e^* 

.  "Whatever  Star  did  at  my  Birth  prevail, 

*  "Whether  my  Fate  was  weighed  in  Libra^s  Scale  ; 
•  Or  Scorpio  reign'd,  whofe  gloomy  Pow*r 

Rules  dreadful  o'er  the  Natal  Hour  j 
■    Or  Capricorn  with  angry  Rays, 
Thofe  Tyrants  of  the  Weftern  Seas.  * 

But  fo  it  is,  that  I  have  a  natural  Abhorrence  for  moft 
of  the  Vices.  The  Anfwer  which  Antiflhenes  made  to  one 
who  afked  him,  tVhat  was  the  bejl  ^bing  to  learn,  viz.  To 
tmlearn  Evil  \  feems  very  fimilar  to  this  Reprefentation. 
1  have  them  in  Abhorrence,  I  fay,  from  ah  Opinion  fo  na- 
tural, and  fo  much  my  own,  that  the  very  Inftinft  and 
Impreffion  of  them,  which  I  brought  with  me  from  my 
Nurfe,  I  ftill  retain,  no  Motive  whatfoever  having  been 
cffedlual  to  make  me  alter  it ;  nay,  not  my  own  Dif- 
courfes,  which,  by  rambling,  in  fomc  Things,  from  the 
common  Road,  might  eafily  licenfe  me  to  commit  Ac- 
tions, which  fuch  natural  Inclination  gives  me  an  Aver- 
lion  to. 

What  Lam  going  to  fay  is  monftrous,  yet  I  will  fay  it.  I 
Montaigne'/  ^"^  myfelf,  in  many  Things,  more  curbed  and 
Opinions  not  fo  regulated  by  my  Manners  than  my  Opinion, 
regular  as  bts  and  my  Concupifcence  not  fo  debauched  as 
mnm^'s.  my  Reafon,     Arijiipptis  eftablifhed  fuch  bold 

Opinions^  in  Favour  of  Pleafure  and  Riches,  as  made  all 
the  Philofophers  declaim  againft  him  :  But,  as  to  his 
Manners,  Dionyjius,  the  Tyrant,  having  prefented  three 
►  beautiful  Wenches  to  him,  for  his  Choice  of  one,  he 
made  Anfwer,  that  he  would  have  them  all  -,  and  that 
Paris  was  in  the  Wrong,  for  preferring  one  before  her 
Dther  two  Companions :  But,  when  he  carried  them  home 

*  to  his  Houfe,  he  fent  them  back  untouched  :  His  Ser- 

vant 

*  Hon  lib.  ii.  Od^i;.  v.  17^.  &sf^#  '  IHog.  Irnrt.  in  die  life  of 

Antifthtncs^  lib.  vL  fc^  7. 
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▼aftt  finding  the  Money,  which  he  carried  after  him,  too 
heavy  a  Load  for  him  "*,  he  ordered  him  to  pour  it  out  in 
the  Road,  and  there  leave  the  Quantity  that  incumbered 
him.  And  Epicurus^  whofe  Doftrines  were  fo  irreligious 
^nd  effeminate,  was,  in  his  Life,  very  devout  and  labo- 
rious :  He  wrote  to  a  Friend  of  his,  that  he  lived  upon 
nothing  but  Bifcuit  and  Water,  and  dcfired  him  to  fend 
him  a  little  Cheefe,  to  referve  it  till  he  had  a  mind  to 
make  a  fumptuou^  Feaft.  Muft  it  be  true,  that,  in  or* 
der  to  be  perfedt,  we  muft  be  fo  by  an  occult,  natural, 
and  univerfal  Propriety,  without  Law,  Reafon,  or  Exam- 
ple ?  The  Irregularities  of  which  I  have  been  guilty,  are 
not,  I  thank  God,  of  the  worft  fort,  and  I  have  con- 
demned 'myfelf  for  them,  in  Proportion  to  the  Guilt  of 
them,  for  they  never  infefted  my  Judgment,  On  the 
contrary,  I  accufe  them  more  feverely  in  myfelf  than  in 
another ;  but  that  is  all,  for,  as  to  the  reft,  I  oppofe  too 
little  Refiftancc^  and  too  eafily  fuffer  myfelf  to  incline  to 
the  other  Scale  of  the  Balance,  only  I  moderate  and  pre- 
vent them  from  mixing  with  other  Vices,  which  are  apt 
to  intwine  with,  and  hang  to  one  another,  if  a  Man  does 
not  take  Care.  I  have  contrafted  and  curtailed  mine,  to 
make  them  as  fimple  and  uncompounded  as  I  could. 

Nee  ultra 

Errorem  fovea  "". 

i.  e. 

Nor  do  I  indulge  my  Error  farther. 

For  as  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Stoics^  who  fay^   <  That 

*  the  Wife  Man,  when  he  works,  operates  by    ^^  ^^,    ^ 

*  all'  the  Virtues  together,  tho*  one  be  moft   ^^^J'^f^/ 
^  apparent,  according  to  the  Nature  of  the    rice  don  not 

*  Aftion,*  (and,  as  to  this,  the  Similitude  of  ^''fj^^^^* 
the  human  Body  might  be  of  fome  Service    J.^^^'^^^^^ 
to  them,  becaufe  Choler  cannot  operate  with- 
out the  Affiftance  of  all  the  Humours,  though  Choler  be 
Jiredominant)  if  from  thence  they  would  likewife  infer, 

that, 

« 

:  »  B'tog.  Loiru  in  th«  Life  tA  Ariftippui,  lib.  ii.  feft.  67,-77.  and  Hot. 
Mb.  ii,  Sat.  Ui.  r.  too,  ISc.         ^  Juv.  Sa^  viii.  v.  194. 
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that,  when  the  wicked  Man  afts  wickedly,  he  ads  by  all 
jj*  the  Vices  together,  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  merely  fo,  or 
die  I  do  not  underftand  them,  for,  indeed,  I  find  the 
contrary.  Thefe  are  fome  of  thofe  acute  but  trifling  Sub* 
tilties  which  Philofophy  fometimes  infills  on.  I  am  ad- 
dided  to  fome  Vices,  but  I  fly  from  others,  as  much  as 
«  a  Saint  would  do.  The  Peripatetics  alfo  difown  this  in- 
diflbluble  Connexion  and  Complication  ;  ^nd  Ariftotle  is 
of  Opinion,  that  a  Man  may  be  prudent  and  jufl:,  and  at 
the  fame  time  intemperate  and  incontinent.  Socrates  con- 
feflTed  to  fome  who  had  difcovered,  in  his  Phyfiognomy, 
an  Inclination  to  a  certain  Vice,  that  he  had,  indeed,  a 
natural  Propenfion  to  it,  but  that  he  had,  by  Difcipline» 
correfted  it  °  :  And  Stilfo^  the  Philofopher's  familiar 
Friend,  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  was  born  with  an  Appetite 
both  to  Wine  and  Women,  but  that,  by  Study,  he  had 
•'       learned  to  abftain  from  both  p. 

What  I  have,  in  me,  that  is  Good,  I  afcribe  it,  on  the 
What  Mon-  Contrary,  to  the  Lot  of  my  Birth,  and  am 
taigne'i  Qiocd-  not  beholden  for  it  cither  to  Law,  Precept, 
ne/s coti/iji.d im  qj.  ^^y  other  InIlru6tion  :  My  Innocence  is 
perfedlly  fimple,  with  little  AflTurance,  and  lefs  Art.  A^ 
mong  all  the  Vices  I  mortally  hate  Cruelty,  both  by  Na- 
ture and  Judgment,  as  the  very  Extreme  of  all  Vices  V 
But,  withal,  i  am  fo  tender-hearted,  that  it  grieves  me  to 
fee  the  Throat  of  a  Fowl  cur,  nor  can  I  bear  to  hear  the 
Cry  of  a  Hare  in  the  Teeth  of  my  Dogs,  tho*  Hunting  is 
my  mod  favourite  Diverfion.  Such  as  have  fenfual  PJea- 
fure  to  encounter  with,  willingly  make  Ufe  of  this.  Argu- 
ment, to  fliew  that  it  is  altogether  vicious  and  unira- 
fbnable;  that,  when  it  is  at  the  Height,  it  mailers  us  to 
fuch  a  Degree,  that  Reafon  can  haye  no  Accefs  to  it  j  and 
they  inftance,  in  our  own  Experience,  in  our  Commerce 
^     with  the  Fair  Sex, 

cum  jam  prafagit  gaudia  corpus^ 

Atque  in  eo  eft  Venus  ^  ut  midiebria  confer  at  arva  *'. 

when  they  think  that  the  Plcafure  does  tranfport  us  to  fuch 

a 

•  Cic.  Tufc.  Quxft.  lib.  iV.  c.  37,  r  Cic.  Lib.  de  Fato,  c.  5, 

«  Lucrct  lib.  iv.  v.  1099,  ^^' 
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a  Degree,  that  our  Reafon  cannot  perform  its  Office  while- 
we  are  in  fuch  an  Extafy  and  Raprure  of  Pleafure. 

I  know,  however,  that  it  may  be  otherwile,  and  that, 
fometimes,  a  Man  has  it  in  his  Power,  if  he  He  could  re/ift 
will,  to  turn  his  Mind,  even  in  the  critical  theftrongeft 
Minute,  to  other  Thoughts ;  but  then  it  muft  I^peffions  of 
be  bent  to  it  deliberately,  and  of  fet  Purpofc.  ^^^>^^- 
I  know  that  a  Man  may  triumph  over  the  utmoft  Effort 
of  Pleafure.  I  have  experienced  this  myfelf,  and  have 
not  found  Venus  fo  imperious  a  Goddefs,  as  many,  and 
ibme  more  reformed  tlian  myfelf,  declare  her  to  be.  I  do 
not  think  it  a  Miracle,  as  the  Queen  of  Navarre  does,  in 
one  of  the  Talcs  of  her  HeptameroHy  (which  is  a  very 
pretty  Book  for  her  Subjeft)  nor  a  Thing  of  extreme 
Difficulty,  to  fpend  whole  Nights,  where  a  Man  has  all 
the  Conveniency  and  Liberty  he  can  delire,  with  •  a  long 
wilhed-rfor  Miftrefs,  and  yet  be  true  to  the  Promife  he 
may  have  made,  to  fatisfy  himfelf  with  Kifies  and  gentle 
Squeezes  of  the  Hand.  I  fancy,  that  the  Diverfion  of 
Hunting  would  be  more  proper  for  the  Experiment,  ia 
which  though  the  Plealiire  be  lefs,  yet  the  Rapture  and 
Surprife  are  the  greater,  when  our  Reafon,  being  aftonifh- 
ed,  has  not  fuch  Leifure  to  prepare  itfelf  for  the  Encoun- 
ter, when,  after  a  long  Search,  the  Beaft  darts  up  on  a 
luddeh,  and,  perhaps,  in  a  Place  where  we  leaft  of  all  ex- 
pcdted  it.  This  Shock,  and  the  Shouts  of  the  Hunters, 
ftrikc  us  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  for 
fuch  as  are  fond  of  this  kind  of  Chace,  to  think  of  any 
Thing,  clfe  at  that  very  Inftant :  Alfo  the  Poets  make 
Diana  triumphant  over  the  Torch  and  Arrows  of  Citpid. 

its  non  malar  urn  quas  amor  cur  as  habet^ 
fifc  infer  oblivifcitur  '  ?  .  '     ' 

t.  e.        ■' 

Thus  happy,  who  is  there  does  not  forget 

Thie  Cares  arid  Wrongs  of  Loyd*s  cinealy  State  ? 

_  •-  :   ■  .  >   t  ...»  ■  . 

To  return  to  my  Subjeft  :  I  have  a  very  tender  Com- 
panion for  the  Affliftions  of  other  Perfons,    His  Tender- 
mid  fhould  readily  cry,'  for  "Company i   ifj    htarttdHifs. 

Vol.  I!.  ;  K  upon 

»  Hor^Efod^.Qi  lib.  iii  v.  J?,  j8. 
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upon  arty  Occafion  whatfocvcr,  I  could  cry  2Z  all.  Noa 
thing  tempts  my  Tears  but  to  fee  Tears  Ihed  by  others^ 
whether  they  are  real,  or  only  feigned  or  counterfeit.  I 
dp  not  much  lament  the  Dead,  and  fhould  rather  envy, 
them,  but  I  very  much  lament  thofe  who  are  dying.  Thw 
Savages  don't  fo  much  oSend  me  in  roailing  and  eating 
the  Bodies  of  the  Dead,  as  thofe  who  torment  and  perfe- 
cute  the  Living.  I  don't  like  to  be  a  Spedfcator  of  Exe- 
cutions, how  juft  foever  they  are.  A  P«rfon  having  un- 
dertaken to  fct  forth  the  Clemency  of  Julius  Gefar :   *  He 

*  was,  /aid  be,  moderate  in  his  Revenge  ;   tor  having 

*  forced  the  Pirates  to  furrender  to  him,  thofe  very  Pi- 
^  rates  who  had  before  taken  him  Prifoner,  and  put  him 

*  to  Ranibm,  and  having  fworn  to  hang  them  on  a  Gih- 
^  bet,  he  did,  indeed,  condemn  them  to  it,  but  it  was 

*  after  he  had  cauled  them  to  be  Ilrangled  :  Nor  did  he 
^  punifli  his  Secretary  Philemon,  who  had  attempted  ta 

*  pbifon  him,  with  any  greater  Severity  than  merely  put-i- 

*  ting  him  to  Death.*  Without  naming  the  Latin  Au- 
thor %  who  durft  alledge,  as  a  Mark  of  Clemency^  the 
killing  6£  thofe  by  whom  we  have  been  offended,  'tis 
eafy  to  guefs  that  he  was  (truck  with  the  horrid  and  in-, 
humaa  Examples  of  Cruelty  pradrifed  by  the  Raman  Ty-^ 
rants.  .       ,    : 

My  0]pinion  is,  that,  even  in  the  Executions  of  Juf^ 
^  .       tice,  whatever  exceeds  fimple  Death,  is.  mere 

ifST"^  •  Cruelty,  and  efpccially  in  us,  who  ought  w 
n^  t§  he  have  io  much  Refpedb  to  the  Souls,  as  to  di£« 
Jmfley  und  to  mifs  them  in  a  good  State,  which  cannpt  be 
'oTiJv^^  when  they  are  difcompofed  and  rendeitd  do* 
^  ^*  fperat^  by  intolerable  Torments.  Not  long 
fince,  a  Soldier,  who  was  imprifoned  for  fome ,  Criflje, 
perceiving  from  the  Tower  wherein  he  was  confined, 
that  the  People  were.  ai£ml)ling  at  the  Place  of  Execu- 
tion, and  that  the/Qarj^ehters  were  very  bufy,  fee  thought 
that  all  their  Preparadpn  was  for*  his  Execution,  anc^ 

therefore 

I  .      -  i  .   I  .  .  .  . 

*- This  Author  wa^  SMmuusr  vJignmlumTtlba 
^jgCi  though  A^MT/A/^  choie  to  conceal  his  Name  ;  'and,  uponicDnfukiK  tt^ 
was'eiuUed  to  coire^  a  finaU  Erm  I  f<;mnd  in  aU  die  Editioiis  of  d^ 
^t  I  have  feen,  whidi  wthe'f'MMMfor  Pbihmm. 
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therefore  tdblved  to  kill  himfelf,  but  coutd  find  nothing 
to  do  it  widial  except  an  old  rufty  Cart-nail  which  he 
chanced  to  light  upon  :   With  thi&  he  firH:  gave,  him- 
ftif  two  great  Wounds  in  his  Throat,  but*  finding  this 
was  not  fufficient,  he  foon  after  gave  himielf  a  third 
Wound  in  the  Belly,  where  he  left  the  Nail  ftuck  up  to 
the  Head^»     The  firit  of  his  Keepers  that  came  into  his 
Room,  found  him  thus  mangled,  and  though  ftill  alive, 
yet  fallen  on  the  Floor,  near  expiring  by  his  Wounds. 
They  therefore  «made .  hafle  to  pafs  Sentence  on  him  bev 
fore  he  Ihould  die,  and  thereby  defeax  the  Law.  When  he 
heard  hi&  Sentence,  and  that  it  was  only  to  be  beheaded, 
he  Teemed  to  take,  frelh  Courage,  accepted  of  a  Glaii 
of  Wine  which  he  had  before  refufed,  and  thanked  his 
Judges  for  the  unexpected  mildnefs  of  their  Sentence^ 
^ying,  '  That  he  had  uken  a  Refolution  to  difpatch 
^ .  himfelf,  for.  Fear  of  being  put  to  a  kind  of  Death  more 
^  ievere  and  infupportable,  having  entertained  an  Opi- 
^  nion  from  the  Preparations  he  had  feen  making  in  the 
^  Place  of  Execution,  that  he  was  to  be  put  to  fome  hor- 
*  riblc  Torture.*    And  the  Man  feemed  to  be,  as  it  were, 
deliveredjifrom  Death  by  the  Change  of  it  from  the  man* 
ner  in  which  he  apprehended  it.     I  would  advife,  that 
thefe  Examples  of  Severity,  which  are  with  a  Defign  to 
keep  People  in  their  Duty,  might  he  exercifed  upon  the 
dead  Bodies  of  the  Criminals  ;  for  depriving  them  of  Bu« 
rial,  and  quartering  and  boiling  them,  which  would  im- 
press the  Vulgar  almoft  as  much  as  the  Pains  they  fee  in* 
flidted  upon  the  Living ;  though,  in  Effed,  this  is  next 
to  nothing,  as  Gxxl  fays,  They  kill  the  Body j  but  after  that 
have  nothing  more  that  they  can  do^  Luke  xii.  ver.  4.     One 
Day,  while  I  was  at  Rome^  I  happened  to  ht  going  by  jufl: 
as  they  were  executing  Catena^  a  notorious  Robber.  The 
Spectators  faw  him  ftrangled  with  Indifference,  but  when 
they  proceeded  to  quarter  him,  at  every  Blow  ftruck   by 
the  Executioner,  they  gave  a  doleful  Groan,  and  made 
liich  an  Outcry,  as  if  every  oae  had  lent  his  Senfe  of  Feel* 
ing  to  the  miferable  Carcafs.    Thefe  inhuman  Exceffes 
ought  to  b^  exercifed  upon  the  Bark,  and  ^not  upon  the 
Pith.    Thus',  in  a  Cafe  much  of  the  fame  Nature,  Ar- 

K  .2  ta>;er/€$ 
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taxerxes  moderated  the  Severity  of  the  ancient  Laws  of 
Perjia^  by  an  Order,  tliat  the  Nobility  who  debafed  ihcm- 
felves,  inftead  of  being  lalhed,  as  they  ufed  to  be,  ihould 
be  dripped,  and  their  Veftments  whipped  for  them  v  and 
that,  inftead  of  having  the  Hair  of  their  Heads  .plucked 
off,  as  was  the  Pradice,  they  Ihould  only  take  off  their 
high -crowned  'Tiarx  \  The  Egyptians  who  affcfted  to  be 
fo  devout,  thought  they  fully  fatisficd  the  Juftice  of  God 
by  facriScing  Swirie  to  him,  in  "  Pidure  and  Effigy.  A 
bold  Invention,  to  think  to  pleafe  the  Divine  Being,  a 
Subftance  fo  ellential,  with  Pifture  and  Shadow  I 
.  I  live  in  Times  that  abound  with  incredible  Inftances  of 
Jnfiances  of  tx-  this  Vice,  owing  to  the  Licentioufriefs  of  our 
treme  Cruelty.  CivihWars  ;  ^d  I  may  challenge  the  Ran- 
fackers  of  the  ancient  Hiftories  to  produce  any  Paiiage 
more  extraordinary  than  what  we  eicperience  of  it  every 
Day,  yet  I  am  not  at.  all  reconciled  to  it.  I  could  fcarce 
believe,  till  I  had  feen  it,  that  there  could  be  fuch  favage 
Monfters,  who  could  commit  Murder  purely  for  .the  De- 
light they  took  in  ir,  and  that,  from  that  Motive  only, 
could  Hack  and  lop  off  the  Limbs  of  their  Fellow-crea- 
tures, and  rack  their  Brains  to.  find  out  unufual  Torments 
.  and  new  Deaths,  without  Enmity,  without  Gain,  and  for 
this  End  only,  to  feaft  tlieir  Eyes  and  Ears  with  the  diftrefs^ 
ful  Gcfturcs  and  Motions,  and.  the  lamentable  Cries -and 
Groans  of  a  Man  in  the  Agonies  of  Death  :  For  this'is.  the 
utmoft  Point  to  which  Cruelty  can  attain,  Ut  Homo  homi^ 
nem  non  iratus^  non  timens^  t  ant  urn  fpeSaturus  occidat.  :  L  c. 
That  one  Man  ihould  kill  another,  without  being  -puihed 
upon  it  by  Anger  or  Fear,  but  only  by  a  Defire  of  feeing 
him  die,  .... 

.  For  my  own  Part,  it  always  gives  me  Pain  ta  ice  a 
Montaigne'/  harmlefs  Beaft,  which  is  incapable  of  making 
Humanity  i^s  Defence,  and  gives  us  no  Offence^  purfued 
'-jjtsh  Regard  and  worried  to  Death  :  And,  as  it  often  hap- 
io  Bcafts.  pgj^s^  ^.j^^f  jt^g  5j3g^  y!\i^Ti  huntcd  till  it  has 

loft  its  Breath  and  Strength,  finding  no  other  Remedy^ 

t   falls 

.  *  Plutarchy  in  h|s  not&ble  Sayings  of  the  ancient  Kings. 

"  HerMdoiui  (lib.  ii.  p.  122.)  Ikvb  tills  was  only  done  oy  the  pporerSort, 
who  made  Swine  in  Dough,  whkh  chey  baktd,  and  then  offeicd  in  Sa.« 
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falls  on  its  Back,  and  furrenders  itfelf  to  its  Purfucrs, 
feeming,  with  Tears,  to  beg  for  Mercy, 

quiffiuque  cruentus 


Atqut  imploranti  Jimlis 

I  ever  thought  it  a  very  unplcafant  Sight :  I  fcarce  take 
any  Beaft  alive,  but  I  turn  it  abroad  again  :  Pythagoras 
purchafed  Filh  and  Fowls  alive  for  the  lame  Purpofe, 

primoque  a  cade  ferarum 

Jncaluijfe  puio  imcuUtum  fangidne  ferrum  \ 

/.  e. 

With  Slaughter  of  wild  Beafts  the  Sword  began, 
EVe  it  was  drawn  to  fhed  the  Blood  of  Man. 

They  that  thirft  for  the  Blood  of  Beafts  difcover  a  natural 
Inclination  to  Cruelty.  After  they  had  accuftomed  them- 
felves,  at  Rome^  to  Speftacles  of  the  Slaughter  of  Ani- 
mals, they  proceeded  to  that  of  Men,  and  the  Combats 
of  Gladiators.  Nature  itfelf  (I  fear)  has  planted  in  Man 
a  Idnd  of  Inftindt  to  Inhumanity  :  No-body  is  fond  of 
feeing  Beafts  play  with  and  carefs  one  another,  nor  (hould 
any-body  take  a  Pleafure  in  feeing  them  difmember  and 
worry  one  another.  And,  that  I  may  not  be  jeered  for 
my  fympathifing  with  them,  we  are  enjoined  to  have  fome 
Pity  for  them  by  Theology  itfelf :  And,  confidering  that 
one  and  the  fame  Mafter  has  lodged  us  in  this  World  for 
his  Service,  and  that  they  are  of  his  Family  as  well  as  we, 
it-hsid  Reafon  to  command  us  to  (hew  fome  Regard  and 
Affeftioh  for  them. 

'  Pythagoras  borrowed  the  IJoftrine  of  the    Pythagoras'/ 
Metempfychofu  from  the  Egyptians  \  but  it  was    Doarineof  the 
afterwards  received  by  feveral  Nations,  and    ZTiffJ^j 
particularly  by  our  Drutds. 

Morte  carent  Anim^^  femperque  prior e  reliSfd  ' 
Sede^  liovis  domibus  vivunt^  habitantque  recepta  ^, 

K  3  i.  e. 

^  iEneii  lib.  vii.  v.  501,  J02.  »  Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  xv.  Fab.  2. 

V.  47,  4^.        >  Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  xv.  Fab.  3.  v.  6, 7. 
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•  •     ,  •    it »     . 

I.  /.     •  . 

Souls  never  diej  .but,  having  l6ft  ©He  Scal^ 
Into  new  Houfes  they  Admittance  get. 

The  Priefts  of  our  ancient  Gnuls  maintained,  that  Soulst 
being  eternal,  never  ceafed  to  remove  and  fhift  their  Sta- 
tions from  one  Body  to  another ;  mixing,  moreover,  with 
this  Fancy,  fome  Confideration  of  the  Divine  Juftice  :* 
For,  according  as  the  Soul  had  behaved  whilft  it  had  been 
in  Alexander^  they  faid,  that  God  ordered  it  to  inhabit 
another  Body,  •  more  or  lefs  uneafy,  and  fuiuble  to  it$ 
Condition. 

muia  ferarum 

Cogit  vincla  paii^  truculent os  ingerit  urjis^ 

Fradonefque  lupisy  fallaces  vul^tibus  addit : 

[/Itque  ubi  per  varios  annos^  per  millefigaras 

Egit^  hetbao  purgatos  fiumine  tandem 

Rurfus  ad  humane  revocat  primordia  forma  '*         .    . 

i.  e. 

*lhe  Yoke  of  fpeechlefs  Brutes  he  made  them  wcar^ 
■  Blood-thirfty  Souls  he  did  ihclofe  in  Bears ; 
Thofe  that  rapacious  were  in  Wolves  he  (hut, 
TThe  Sly  and  Cunning  he  in  Foxes  put ; 
Where,  after  having,  thro'  a  Courfe  of  Years, 
In  numerous  Forms,  quite  finifliM  their  Careers, 
In  Letheh  Flood  he  purged  them,  and  at  lafk 
In  human  Bodies  he  the  Souls  replaced. 

If  the  Soul  had  been  valorous,  they  lodged  it  in  the  Body 
of  a  Lion  ;  if  voluptuous,  in  that  of  a  Hog ;  \i  timorous, 
in  that  of  a  Hart  or  Hare  •,  if  treacherous.  In  that  of  a  Fox, 
and  fo  of  the  reft,  till,  purified  by  this  Corre6tion,  it  ag<un 
entered  into  fome  human  Body. 

Jpfe  ego  J  nam  memim^  Trojani  tempore  beUh 
Pafitboides  Euphorbus  eram  *• 

I.  e. 

^'  Oaudian  in  Ruffin.  lib.  ii.  v.  482,  483,  484. —  491,  492,  403. 

.'  =*  .'Tis  PyihagcrMvihcr(^p^rsk%  thus  of  himfelf,  in  O'uiel.  Mctam.  liD.  xv, 

Fab.  3.  V.  8, 9.    Would  yon  know  by  wliat  Means  Pyth'aioras  could  remem  • 

brr  what  he  had  been  in  the  'I'ime  of  the  'Trtjau  War  ?  5cc  Diogenet  l^atrti 

ia  the  Life  oi  Pyiluigoras^  lib.,  viii.  fe£l.  4;  5;, 
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For  I  my&if  remember,  in  the  Days 
O'  th'  Srojan  War,  that  I  Eupborbus  was. 

As  to  the  Ki&dred  betwixt  Us  and  the  Beafts,  I  lay  no 
greatStrefsonit^'^oronthe  Praftice  of  feveral  Nations, 
and  fome,  too,  diemipft  noted  for  Antiquity  and  Dignity, 
£ud  to  have  not  only  admitted  Brutes  to  their  Society  and 
Company,  but  to  have  alio  preferred  them  to  a  Rank  far 
above  themfelves;  fome  efteeming  them  as  Familiars  and 
Favourites  of  their  Gods,  and  paying  them  Refpeft  and 
Yeneration  more  than  Human,  while  others  acknowledged 
no  God  nor  Deity  but  them. 

JSsHua  a  Barharis  propter  hen^cium  confecrata  \ 

/•  e. 

,    The  Barbarians  confecrated  Beafls  for  the  Benefit  they 
received  by  them. 

^-—^  Croof^Um  adcrat 
Pars  b^Cj  ilia  pan)et  faturam  ferpentibus  ilnn ; 
Effigtksfacri  bic  nitet  aurea  cercopitbed  : 

bic  pijietn  Jbminis^  ilUc 

.  Oppida  tota  canem  vcmrantur  % 

/.  e. 
One  Country  does  adore  the  Crocodile, 
That  ftrikes  fuch  Terror  on  the  Banks  of  Nile  5 
Another  does  the  long-biird  Ibis  dread. 
With  pois'nous  Fte0i  of  ugly  Serpents  fed  ; 
And  in  another  Place  you  may  behold 
The  Statue  of  a  Monkey  fhine  in  Gold  : 
A  certain  Fiih  of  Nile  is  worlhipp'd  here. 
And  there  whole  Towns  a  darling  Dog  revere. 

And  the  very  Conftrudion  that  Plutarch  puts  upon  this 
'Error,  which  is  very  well  fancied,  is  alfo  to  their  Honour  : 
Foi!  "he  (ays,  that  it  was  not  the  Cat,  nor  the  Ox  (for 
£xan>ple)  that  the  Egyptians  adored,  but  that,  in  thofe 
Brutes,  they  reverenced  fome  Image  of  the  Divine  Facul- 
ties *.     In  the  Ox,  Patience  and  Profit ;  in  the  Cat,  Vi- 

K  4  vacity, 

'  *  Ciccn  dc  Nat.  Deomm,  fib.  !•  c.  36,        «  Juv,  Sat.  xv.  v.  2,  J,  4,— 
7*  8.      *  In  hit  Tica^  of  ^  and  QjnV,  du  $9.  ofJ^9i\  Traaflatknt 


/** 
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vacity,  or,  like  our  Neighbours,  the  BurgundsanSj  with 
all  the  Germans^  an  Impatience  to  fee  itfelf  (hut  in  %  by 
which  they  reprefented  the  Liberty  they  loved  and  adored 
beyond  every  other  Faculty  •,  and  fo  of  the  others.  But 
when,  jimongfl:  the  more  moderate  Opinions,  I  meet  with 
Arguments  that  endeavour  to  demonftrate  the  near  Rc- 
femblance  betwixt  us  and  Animals,  and  what  a  Share  they 
have  in  our  greateft  Privileges,  and  with  what  Probability 
they  are  compared  to  us,  it  really  very  much  abates  my 
Prefumption,  and  I  am  ready  to  rcfign  that  imaginary 
Royalty  which  is  afcribed  to  us  pver  the  other  Crea* 
tures. 

Be  all  this  as  it  will,  there  is,  neverthelefs,  a  certain 
We  ought  to  kind  of  Refpeft,  and  a  general  Obligation  of 
ba'vejome  Re-  Humanity,  which  attaches  us,  not  only  to  the 
wdfor  the       Beafts  that  have  Life  and  a  Senfe  of  Feeling, 

to  Men,  and  Favour  and  good  Ufage  to  other  Creatures 
that  are  fulceptible  of  it :  There  is  a  certain  Correfpond- 
ence,  and  a  mutual  Obligation  betwixt  them  and  us ;  I 
fear  not  to  declare  the  Tendernefs  of  my  Nature  to  be  fo 
puerile  that  I  cannot  well  refufe  to  play  with  my  Dog 
when  he  careflcs  me,  or  defires  it,  though  it  be  out  of 
Seafon. 

The  T«r;&j  have  Alms-houfes  and  Hofpitals  for  Beads. 
Remarkable  The  Romam  made  public  Provifion  for  the 
lujiances  of  Nourifhmeht  of  Geefc,  after  the  Watchful- 
this  fort  of  Re^  nefs  of  onc^of  them  had  faved  their  Capitol. 
^pca.  ^  'pj^g  Athenians  rnade  a  Decree,  that  the  Mules 

^  which  had  been  employed  in  the  building  of  the  Tem- 
ple, called  llecatompedon^  fliould  be  free,  and  allowed  to 
graze  any  where  vrtthout  Moleftation.  'Twas  the  com- 
mon Pradlrice  of  the  Agrigentines  *  to  give  folemn  Inter- 
ment to  their  favourite  Beafts,  as  Horfes  of  fome  rare 
Qualities,  Dogs,  and  Birds,  which  they  made  a  Profit  of, 
and  even  fuel)  as  had  ierved  for  the  Diverfion  of  their 
Children  :    And  the  Magnificence  which  they  commonly 

difplayed 

•  4  Paflion  natural  to  Cr^ts  which  can't  endure  to  be  pent  op  in  a  Room, 

'  Plutarch,  in  the  Life  ofCr.to  the  Ccnfor,  ch.  3. 

«  Diodbrus  ofSJcify,  lib,  xiii.  c.  1 7.  •     . ' ' 
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difplayed  in  all  other  Things,  appeared  particularly  in  the 
Number  of  coftly  Monuments  erefted  to  this  very  Pur- 
poie,  which  remained  for  a  Shew  feveral  Ages  after.  The 
Egyptitms  ^  interred  Wolves,  Bears,  Crocodiles,  Dogs,  and 
Gats  in  facred  Places,  embalmed  their  Bodies,  and  wore 
Mourning  at  their  Death.  Cimcn  '  gave  ^  an  honourable 
Burial  to  the  Mafes  with  which  he  had  won  three  Prizes 
at  the  Olympic  Races.  Old  Xmtbippus  ^  caufed  his  Dog 
to  be  buried  on  a  Promotwory,  near  the  Sea- fide,  which 
has,  ever  fince,  retained  its  Name.  And  "  Plutarch  fays, 
that  he  made  Confcience  of  felling  and  fending  to  the 
Shambles,  for  a  fmall  Profit,  an  Ox  that  had  ferved  him 
a  good  while* 


CHAP.     XIL 

An  Apology  for  Raimond  de  Sj^bonde. 

LEARNING  is,  in  Truth,  a  Pofl&fllon  of  very  great 
Importance  and  Utility,  and  they  who  deJpile  it^ 
plainly  difcover  their  Stupidity  •,  yet  I  don't  Learning,  in 
prize  it  at  that  exceflive  Rate  as  ifome  Men  U/e/uhttj}. 
do,  particularly  Herillus  the  Philofopher,  who  therein 
placed  the  Sovereign  Good,  and  maintained,  that  it  was 
alone  fufficient  to  make  us  Wife  and  Happy  5  which  I 
do  not  believe,  nor  what  has  been  faid  by  others,  that 
Learning  is  the  Mother  of  all  Virtue,  and  that  all  Vice  is 
produced  from  Ignorance.  If  this  be  true,  'tis  a  Point 
liable  to  a  tedious  Difcufl^ion,  My  Houfe  has  been,  x 
long  Time,  open  to  Men  of  /Learning,  and  is  very  well 
known  by  them  •,  for  my  Father,  who  was  the  Mafter  of 
it  fifty  Years,  and  more,  being  warmed  with  that  Zeal 
with  which  King  Francis  I.  had  newly  embraced  Litera'- 
ture,  and  brought  it  into  Efteem,  fpared  no  Pains  nor 
JExpence  to  get  an  Acquaintance  with  Men  of  Learning, 
treating  them,  at  his  Houfe,  as  Perfons  facred,  who  had 
'  Divine 

•»  Diodcrus  of  Sicily f  lib.  xiii.  c.  17.  '  Father  o^  Miltiades,  Hero- 
"aot.  lib.  vi.  P-419.  ^  HcrodoL  lib,  11.  p.  129.  *  Piittanb*^  CaU 
the  Ccnfor,  **'  Ibid. 
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Divine  Wifdom  by  fome  fpecial  Inifaration,  colledting 
their  Sentences  and  Sayings  as  fo  many  Oracles,  and  wi^ 
the  more  Veneration  and  Religion^  as  he  was  the  leis  (}ua« 
]ified  to  judge  of  them ;  for  he  had  no  Knowledge  of  Let- 
ters any  more  than  his  Predeceflbrs  had.  For  my  Part, 
1  love  them  very  well,  but  don't  adore  them.  Amoi^;ft 
others,  Peter  Bunely  a  Man  of  great  Reputation  for  Learn- 
ing, in  his  Time,  having,  with  others  of  his  Clafs,  ipent 
ibme  Days  at  Montaigne  with  my  Father,  prefentcd  him, 
at  his  Departure,  with  a  Book,  in  titled  Tbeokgia  Nutura^ 
The  Work  of  Us^  Jhe  UbcT  CrcAturarum  Magiftri  Raimmdi 
Raimond  de  de  Sebonde^  u  e.  Natural  Theology ^  or  a  Tna^ 
Sebonde.  ;^y-^  ^y  ^^^  Animal  Creation^  by  Mafter  Raimond 

de  Sebonde.  And,  becaufe  both  the  Italian  and  Spdnifo 
Languages  were  familiar  to  my  Father,  and  it  being  a 
Book  writ  in  Spanijh^  fuftianed  with  Latin  Terminations, 
M.  Bunel  hoped,  that,  with  a  very  little  Afliftance,  my 
Father  would  make  it  turn  out  to  his  Account  j  -  and  he 
recommended  it  to  him  as  a  very  ufeful  Book,  and  pro- 
per for  the  Jundure  of  Time  in  which  he  gave  it  to  niin, 
which  was  when  the  Innovations  of  Luther  began  to  be  in 
Vogue,  and  in  many  Places  to  dagger  our  ancient  F^tL 
And  herein  he  judged  very  right,  forefeeing  plainly,  by 
the  Dictates  of  Reafon,  that,  as  the  Diftcmper  appeared 
jit  its  brea^ng  out,  it  would  eafily  turn  into  execrable  A- 
theiim  :  For  the  Vulgar,  not  being  qualified  to  judge  of 
Things  as  they  are  in  themfelves,  but  being  governed  by 
Accidents  and  Appearances,  after  they  have  been  once  in*- 
fpired  witK  the  Boldnefs  to  contemn  and  controul  tbpie 
Opinions  which  they  had  before  in  extreme  Reverence, 
as  thofe^  particularly,  which  concern  their  Salvation, 
and,  after  any  of  the  Articles  of  their  Religion  are 
brought  into  Doubt  and  Difpute,  are  -foon  apt  to  rgeA 
i!ll  the  other  Articles  of  their  Belief,  as  equally  uncertain, 
and  having  no  other  Authority  or  Foundation  than  thoie 
jii  which  they  have  been  already  puzzled ;  and  fiiake  pS^ 
all  the  impreffions  they  had  received  from  the  AutHdrity 
i>f  the.  Laws,  or  the  Reverence  of  ancient  Cuftom,"  as'a 
tyrannical  Yokej 


>fr 


CSi.)SJl:  An  Jpokig^ fit RmtkonddtSthondc.     139 
if  am  €Upidi  <9nculcMtur  nimis  anti  metutum  ""• 

For  with  mod  Eagernefs  they  fpurn  the  Law, 
By  which  they  were  before  moft  kept  in  Awe, 

refolving  to  admit  nothing,  for  the  future,  without  the 
Iflterpofition  of  their  own  Decree  and  particular  Con- 
fcnt. 

•  My  Father,  a  few  Days  before  his  Death,  happening  to 
mefct  with  this  Book  under  a  Heap  of  other   frranBattd 
Papers  that  were  laid  by,  commanded  me  to  fnJtheS^ 
tranflate  it  for  him  into  French.     'Tis  good    nifli,  /«/<? 
to  tranflate  fuch  Authors  as  this,  wherein    ^^  ^ 
there's  fcarce  any  Thing  to  reprefent,  except        ^^%^^ 
die  Matter  \  but  as  for  thofe  Books  wherein  the'  Grace 
and  Elegancy  of  Language  are  mainly  afiefled,  they  are 
^ngerous  to  undertake,  tor  fear  of  tranflating  them  into 
a  weaker  Idiom.     It  was  an  Undertaking  iiew,  and  quite 
ftrange  to  me ;  but  happening,  at  that  Time,  to  have 
Leifure,  and  not  being  able  to  refift  the  Command  of  the 
beft  Father  that  «ver  was^  I  did  it  as  well  as  I  could,  and 
fb  much  to  his  SatisfaAion,  that  he  ordered  it  to  be  print- 
ed, which  alfo,  after  his  Death,  was  performed  ".     I  was 
chanfied  with  the  Author's  fine  Imagination,  the  regular 
Contexture  of  his  Work,  and*  the  extraordinary  Piety  of 
his  Defign.    Becaufe  many  People  take  a  Pleafure  in  read-i 
ing  it,  particularly  the  Ladies,  to  whom  we  owe  moft 

Service, 

"  Locret.  lib.  v.  v.  it  3^ 

"  Montaigne^  fpeaking  6ft]us  firft  Edition  of  it  in  the  firft  Edidon  of  hif 
^jffajSf  at  Bourdeaux^  in  i  ^So,  and  that  of  i  cSS,  in  Quarto,  {ays,  it  appears 
to  liave  been  carelefsly  printed,  b^  reaibn  of  th^  infinite  Numb^  of  Lrrors 
of  the  Prefsy  committed  by  the  Fnnter,  who  had  the  fdle  Care  of  it.  Thia 
Tranilatlon  was  reprinted,  and,  no  donbt,  more  correfily,  brcaufe  ^Mon* 
ttttgrne  has  purged  it  of  the  Printer's  Errori  in  the  former.  I  hxvt  .an  Edi- 
tion printed  at  Paris  in  161 1,  and  (aid  to  be  tranflatedby  Mchael  Seigneur 
ie  Montaim^  Kni^t  of  Ae  King's  Orders,  and  a  Gentleman  of  his  Cham« 
her  in  Ordinary';  uie  laft  Edition^  revifed  and  conefled.  And,  indeed,  this 
ia  a  very  corre^  Edition*  There  is  fiich  a  PeHpicnity,  Spirit^  and  natura] 
Vivacity  in  this  Tranflation,  that  it  has  all  the  Air  of  an  Original.  Afcx- 
taigiii  luLS  added  nothing  of  his  own  to  it,  but  a  (hort  Dedication  of  it  to  hia 
Famec,  wherein  he  owns,  that  he^nndertookihis  Work  by  bis  Order..  Tho 
Reader  will  find  this  Dedication  at  die  End  of  the  durdVoIiune  of  this  Edi« 
tion  oifthc£/&w. 
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Service,  I  have  often  been  ready  to  aflift  them^  in  defeat- 
ing two  main  Objeftions  to  this  their  favourite  Author. 
His  Defign  is  bold  and  courageous ;  for  he  undert^es 
to  eftablifti  and  verify  all  the  Articles  of  the  Cbrijlian  Re- 
ligion, againft  the  Atheifts,  from  Reafons  that  are  hu- 
man and  natural  j  wherein,  to  fay  the  Truth,  he  is  fo  fo- 
lid  and  fuccefsful,  that  t  do  not  think  it  pofTible  to  do 
better  upon  that  SubjeA,  and  do  believe  that  he  has  been 
equalled  by  none  ".  This  Work  feeming  to  me  too  fub- 
lime  and  too  elegant  for  an  Author  whole  Name  is  fo  lit- 
tle known,  and  of  whom  all  that  we  learn,  is  that  he  was 
a  Spaniard^  who  profeffed  Phyfic  at  Tholoufe^  about  two 
hundred  Years  ago,  I  once  afked  Adrian  Turnebus^  a 
Man  of  univerfal  Knowledge,  what  he  thought  of  this 
Treatife.  The  Anfwer  he  made  to  me,  was, .  that  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  fome  Extrad  from  Thomas  Aquinas  ;  for 
that,  in  Trutii,  none  but  a  Genius  like  his,  accompanied 
with  infinite  Learning,  and  wonderful  Subtilty,  was  ca- 
pable of  fuch  Ideas.  So  it  is,  that,  be  the  Author  and 
Inventor  who  he  will,  (though,  without  greater  Reafon 
than  has  yet  appeared,  it  would  not  be  right  to  ftrip  Se- 
bondi  of  this  Title)  he  was  a  Man  of  great  Sufficiency, 
and  of  very  fine  Pares. 

The  firft  Fault  they  find  with  his  Work  is  his  aflert-, 

Tht  Ohjeaion  ^"g»  *  '1'^^  Cbrijiians  are  in  the  Wrong  to 
mai/c  to  th€  ^  endeavour  to  make  human  Reafoning  the 
Book\  and  <  Bafis  of, their  Belief,  fince  the  Objedl  of  it 
iSf'^''  *  is  only  conceived  by  Faith,  and  by  a  fpe-' 
'^'  ^  c  ^jai  Infpiration  of  the  Divine  Grace/"  In 
this  Obje£lion  there  feemfs  to  be  a  pious  Zeal,  and,  for 
this  Reafon,  'tis  abfolutely  neceflary  that  we  fliould  en-; 
deavour,  with  the  greater  Mildniefs  and  Refped,  to  fatif-. 
fy  thofe  who  have  advanced  it.  .  This  were  a  Talk  more 
proper  for  a  Man  well  vcrfcd  in  Divinity,  than  for  me 
who  know  nothing  of  it.  Neverthelefs,  this  is  my  Judg- 
ment, that,  in  a  Point  of  fo  divine  and  fublime  a  Nature, 
and  fo  far  tranfcending  human  Underflanding,  as  this 

Truth, 

^  Grothih  Treadfc  of  flic  Truth  of  the  ChriJHm  Religion  was  not  yet  pul>- 
lUbed,  wherein  th&t  great  Man  exprefslv- fap^  fliat&is  Subject  had, been 
hefoT^  treated  by  Raintoad  de  Sebondey  Philofophica  Subtiiitatc. .  ' 
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Truth,  with  which  it  has  pleafcd  the  Divine  Goodnefs  to 
enlighten  us,  there  is  great  Need  that  he  fhould  alio  lend 
us  the;  Affiftance,  .in  the  Way  of  an  extraordinary  Favour 
and  Privilege,  to  enable  us  to  conceive  and  imprint  it  in 
our  Underftandings,  of  which  I  don't  think.  Means  mere- 
ly human  are,  in  any  fort,  capable  of  doing ;  for,  if  they 
were,  fo  many  Men,  of  rare  and  excellent  Talents,  fo 
abundantly  furnifhed  with  natural  Abilities,  in  former 
Ages,  had  not  failed  to  attaia-  to  this  Knowledge  by  the 
Light  of  Rcafon.  *Tis  by  Faith,  alone  that  we  have  a 
lively  and  certaih  Comprehenffon  of  the  fublime  Myfte- 
ries  of  our  Reb'^ion  ;  not  but  that  *tis  a  very  brave  and 
laudable  Attempt  to  accommodate  alfo  the  natural  and 
hum^n  Talents,  which  God  has  given  u^,  to  the  Service 
of,  our  Faith  :  'Tis  not  to  be  doubted,  that  this  is  the 
mofl:  noble  Ufe  that  we  can  put  them  to,  and  that  there  is 
no  Employment  nor  Defign  more  worthy  of  a  Chriftiany 
than  to  aim,  by  all  his  Studies  and  Meditations,  to  iiluf- 
trate,  extend,  and  amplify  the  Truth  of  his  Belief.  We 
do  not  content  ourfelves  by  ferving  God  with  our  Hearts 
and  Underftandings ;  we,  moreover,  owe  and  render  him 
corporeal  Reverence  5  we  apply  our  very  Limbs,  and  our 
external  Motions,  i^c.  to  do  him  Honour :  We  muft 
here  do  the  fame,  and  accompany  our  Faith  with  all  the 
Reafon  we  have,  but  always  with  this  Referve,  not  to  fan* 
cy  that  it  depends  upon  us,  nor  that  our  Efforts  and  Ar- 
guments can  attain  to  Knowledge  fo  fupernatural  and  di- 
vine. If  it  enter  nof  into  us  by  an  extraordinary  Infu- 
fion  i  if  it  only  enters  by  Reafon,  and  by  human  Means, 
It  does  not  enter  us  in  its  Dignity  and  Splendor ;  and  yet 
I  really  am  afraid  that  we  only  poffefs  it  by  this  Canal. 
If  we  laid  hold  upon  God  by  the  Mediation  of  a  lively 
Faith  ;  if  we  laid  hold  upon  God  through  Him,  and  not 
through  ourfelves  ;  if  we  had  a  Divine  Footing  and  Foun- 
dation, human  Accidents  would  not  have  the  Power  to 
ihake  us  as  they  do ;  our  Fortrefs  would  not  be  the  Con  - 
queft  of  fo  weak  a  Battery  :  The  Love  of  Novelty,  the 
Conftraint  of  Princes,  the  Succefs  of  a  Party,  the  rafh 
and  fortuitous  Change  of  our  Opinions  would  not  have 
Power  to  ftagger  and  alter,  Qur  Faith :  We  Ihoujd  not 
'         I  the* 
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then  fcave  it  to  the  Mercy  of  fome  new  Argument,  and 
abandon  it  to  the  Perfuafion  even  of  all  the  Rhetoric  in 
the  World :  We  fliould  bear  up  againil  thofe  Wave* 
vn^  a  Refolution  inflnible  and  immoveable. 

MfisftuBns  rnpes  ut  vafta  refmditj 
El  varids  ciratm  latrantes  dijtpaf  undas 
•    MokfudK 

^  u  e. 

As  a  vaft  Rock  repels  the  rolling  Tides 
That  dafh  and  foam  againft  its  Flinty  Sides 
By  its  own  Bulk, 

If  this  Ray  of  Divinity  glanced  upon  any 
i^kW^t^  Part  of  us,  it  would  illummate  the  whole 
C^S^ixyT   Man  \  not  only  our  Words,  but  our  Works 

alfo  would  Ihine  with  its  Brightnefs  and 
Luftre  ;  every  Thing  that  proceeded  from  us,  would  hi 
iplightened  with  this  noble'  Splendor.  We  ought  to  be 
aihamed,  that,  in  all  the  human  Se£ts,  there  never  wa4 
a  Man,  notwithftanding  the  Abfurdity  and  Novelty  of 
the  Dodtrine  which  he  maintained,  but  conformed  ItCii 
Manner  of  Life  to  Chrijiiamty  in  fome  Meafure  j  and 
.that  fo  divine  and  heavenly  an  Inftitution  fhould 
only  diftinguilh  Chrijlians  by  the  Appellation.  Would 
you  fee  a  Proof  of  this  ?  Compare  our  Manners  to  thole 
of  a  Mahometan  or  Pagan:  You  will  after  all  convsT 
fhort  of  them  in  that  very  Point  where,  in  regard  to 
the  Advantage  of  our  Religion,  we  ought  to  outihine 
them  beyond  all  Comparifoh ;  and  it  muft  be  faid» 
Are  they  fo  Good,  fo  Juft,  fo  Charitable  ?  They  ate 
therefore  Cbriftians.  All  other  Appearances  are  comn!lph 
to  all  Religions :  Hope,  Truft,  Events,  Ceremonies, 
Penances,  Martyrdoms,  &ff.      The  peculiar  Charade- 

p  Thefe  Latin  Verfes  are  by  a  modem  Poet»  who  borrowed  the  Seo^ 
timent,  and  moft  of  the  V^orcfs,  from  thofe  fine  Lines  of  Virgil%^ 

lUe  mdut  pdagi  rufes  immoia  rejifiti  : 
Ut  pdan  rufesy  magno  wenienti  fragore^ 
Shutfejey  nmtis  circumlatrantibus  wuiisp 
MfiU  temt"   ■■■ 


In  fome  of  .Montaignfs  Editions  we  are  referred  to  this  Place  in  Firgil^ 
as  if  Montaigne  had  really  quoted  him. 
*  iEadd.  i.  vii.  v.  s87«-'59r,  V^.  . .  •   .  v  - 

-    riftic 
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riftic  of  our  Truth  ought  to  be  our  Virtue,  as  it  is  alfo 
the  mofl:  celeftial  and  difficult  Mark,  and  the  moft 
worthy  Prpdud  of  Truth.  However,  when  that  King 
rf  the  Tar/ars,  on  his  embracing  Chriftianityy  defigned  to 
repair  to  Lyons  to  kifs  the  Pope's  Toe,  and  to  be  an  Eye- 
witnefs  of  the  Sanftity  which  he  expelled  to  find  in  our 
Manners,  our  good  St.  Lewis  '^  was  in  the  Right  to  divert 
him  frgm  it  inftatitly,  for  fear,  left  on  the  contrary,  our  li- 
centious Way  of  living  fhould  put  him  out  of  Conceit 
with  fo  holy  a  Belief:  Yet  the  very  Reverfe  of  this  hap* 
pened  afterwards  to  another,  who,  going  to  Rome  for  the 
very  fame  Purpofe,  and  obferving  the  diflblute  Lives  of 
the  Prelates  and  the  Laity  of  that  Time,  was  the  more 
firmly  eftablilhed  in  our  Religion,  by  confidering  how 
great  the  Power  and  Divinity  of  it  muft  be  to  maintaiii 
its  Dignity  and  Splendor,  in  a  Sink  of  fo  much  Cor- 
niption,  and  in  fuch.  vicious  Hands.  Iftve  bad  but  one 
JingU  Grain  of  Faithy  ^e  Jhould  be  able  to  remove  Moun^ 
tains  from  their  Places^  fays  Sacred  Writ ;  our  Aftionst 
which  would  then  be  direfted  and  accompanied  by  the 
Divinity,  would  not  be  merely  human,  but  would  hAve^ 
fomething  in  them  of  the  Marvellous,  as  well  as-  our 
Belief.  Brtuis  eft  inftitutio  vita  honefta^  beataqtie^  Ji  cre^ 
das.  i.  e.  if  thou  believeft,  thou  wilt  foon  learn  the  Duties 
of  an  honed  and  a  happy  Life.  Some  impofe  upon  the 
World  that  they  believe  what  they  do  not  believe; 
while  others,  more  in  Number,  make  themfelves  believe 
that  they  have  Faith,  not  being  able  to  penetrate  what 
it  is  to  Believe.      • 

W'C  think  it  ftrange,  if  in  the  Civil  War  which  at 
this  Time  diftrefles  our  State,  we  fee  Events  float  and 
vary,  afirr  the  common  and  ordinary  Way  •,  and  the  Rca- 
fon  is,  becaufe  we  bring  nothing  to  it  but  our  own. 
Juftice^  which  is  rn  one  of  the  Parties,  is  only 
there  for  Ornament  and  a  Cloak:  'Tis  in-  ^^',^^ 
d^ed  well  urged,  but  is  neither  received,  fet-  U^nywno^ 
tied,  Aor  efpoufed  by  it.  'Tis  the  fame  with  ^agonu 
that  Pirty^'  as  Woras  are  in  the  Mouth  of      ' 

t       '  fJounyiUe,  .6  19.  4^:88^89;  • 
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an  Advocate,  not  as  in  the  Heart  and  AfFeftion.  God  owes 
his  extraordinary  Afliftance  to .  Faith  and  Religion,  not 
to  our  PafTions. 

u  ai  r  ^^  ^^^  latter.  Men  are  the  Guides,  and 
of  R^Jtmto  therein  they  make  ufe  of  Religion,  though  it 
fatisfy  their  ought  to  be  quite  the  contrary.  Obferve  if  it 
mofi  unjuft  be  not  by  our  own  Hands  that  \ye  train  it, 
FaJJions.  jjj^g  £q£j  Wax,  to  represent  fo  many  don^ 

trary  Figures  from  a  Rule  foftraight  and  firm.  When  was 
this  more  manifeft  than  now-a-days  in  France  ?  The  He- 
terodox, and  the  Orthodox,  they  who  call  White  Black, 
and  Black  White,  employ  it  fo  much  alike  to  ferve  their 
violent  and  ambitious  Undertakings,  and  proceed  with 
fuch  a  Conformity  of  Riot  and  Injuftice,  that  their  pre- 
tended Difference  in  Opinions,  in  an  Affair  whereon  de- 
pend the  Condud:  and  Rule  of  our  Life,  is  thereby  ren- 
dered doubtful,  and  hard  of  Belief.  Is  it  poflible  to  fee 
a  greater  Uniformity  and  Samenefs  of  Manners  to  pro- 
ceed from  one  and  the  fame  School  and  Difcipline  ?  OB- 
ferve  with  what  horrid  Impudence  we  pelt  one  another 
:ivi$h  Divine  Arguments,  and  how  irreligioufly  we  have 
rejefted  and  refumed  them,  juft  as  Fortune  has  fhifted 
our  Station  in  thefe  public  Storms.  This  fo  folemn  a 
Propofition,  IVhelher  'tis  lawful  for  a  SubjeS  to  rebely  and 
take  Arms  againji  his  Prince  for  the  Defence  of  Religion  i 
don't  you  remember  in  whofe  Mouths  lafl  Year  the  Af- 
firmative of  it  was  the  Prop  of  one  Party,  and  the  Ne- 
gative the  Pillar  of  the  other  ?  And  hearken  now  from  * 
what  Quarter  comes  the  Vote  and  InftruAion  both  of 
the  one  and  the  other,  and  whether  the  Guns  roar;  Icfs 
for  this  Caufe  than  for  that.  We  condemn  thbfe  to  the 
Flames,  who  fay,  that  T^ruth  mujl  be  made  to  bear  the 
Xoke  of  our  'NeceJlfAy\  and  yet  does  not  France  aft  worfc 
than  merely  faying  it  ?  Let  us  confefs  the  real  Truth  \  who- 
ever fhould  make  a  Draught  from  the  Army,  which  i| 
raifed  by  lawful  Authority,  of  thofe  who  ferve  in  it  ouf 
of  a  pure  Zeal  for  Religion,  and  of  thofe  alfo  who.  have 
only  in  View  the  Proteaion  of  the  Laws  of  their  Coun^- 

try. 

'  Here  Montaigne  (as  Mr.  Bayle  fays,  in  his  Dictionary,  at  the  Ardde 
HDTMAN,  Note  I.)  jfently  lafhcs  tlic  Catholics. 
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try,  or  the  Service  oi  their  Prince,  he  would  not  be  able^ 
from  both  muftered  together,    to  form  one   compleac 
Company  of  Gendarmes.    Whence  now  docs  this  proceed^ 
that  there  are  fo  few  to  be  found  who  have  maintained  • 
the  fame  Purpofe,  and  the  fame  Prc^refs  in  our  pub- 
lic Commotions,  and  that  we  fee  them   one  while  jog<^ 
ging^  but  a  Foot-pace,  and  another  while  riding  full  Speed  1 
and  how  comes  it  that  we  fee  the  fame  Men  fpoiling  our 
Affairs  at  one  Time  by  their  Violence  and  Acrimony,  at 
another  Time  by  their  Coldnefs,  Indolence,   and  Dul- 
nefs,  but  that   they  ^are  fwayed  by  partial  and   cafual 
Confiderations,  according  to  the  Variation  of  which  they 
move  ? 

I  fee  plainly  that  we  do  not  willingly  af-    ^.^  ^^  ^  , 
ford  Devotion    any  other  Offices,  but  fuch    /^^  CbriftLnr 
as  flatter  our  Paffions.     There  is  no  War-  full  of  in- 
fare  fo  excellent  as  the  Cbriftian.    Our  Zeal  >/'^««^ 
performs   Wonders,    when  it  fcconds   our     *^' 
Inclination  to  Hatred,  Cruelty,  Ambition,  Avarice,  De- 
traftion.  Rebellion,  i^c.     But  if  it  be  turned  againft  the 
Grain,  towards  Good-nature,   Benignity,*  Temperance^ 
fc?r.  unlefs,  by  a  Miracle,  fome  uncommon  Difpofitioii 
prompts  us  to  it,  it  ftirs  neither  Hand  nor  Foot.     Our 
Religion,  which  is  framed  for  the  Extirpation  of  Vices, 
fcreens,  noprilhes,  and  incites  them.     We  muft  not  mock 
God,     If  we  believed  him,  I  do  not  lay  by  Faith,  but 
with  a  fimple  Belief,  nay  (to  our  great  Shame  I  fpeak  it) 
if  we  believed  and  acknowledged  him  as  we  do  any 
other  Hiftory,  or  as  any  of  our  Companions,  we  (hould 
love  him  above  all  other  Things,  for  the  infinite  Good« 
nefs  and  Beauty  that  fhine  in  him  \  at  leaft,  he  would 
have  the  fame  Rank  in  our  Afie&ions,  as  Riches,  Plea« 
fures,  Glory,  and  our  Friends.     The  hdk  of  us  all  is 
not'fo  much  afraid  of  offending  him,  as  offending  a 
Neighbour^  a  Parent, .  or  a  Mafter.    Is  there  a  Man  of 
fo  weak  Underftanding,  who,  having  any  of  our  vicious 
Pftafures  in  view  on  one  Side,  and,  on  the  other,,  as  full 
a  Knowledge!  and  Perfuafion  of  a  State  of  a  glorious  lm« 
mortality,  ^woAld  be  willing  to  exchange  the  one  for  the 
other  ?  And  yet  Wc  ofton  renounce  ^  latter,  ovt  of  nnera 

Vol,  II.  t  don. 
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Contempt ;  for  what  Lull  tempts  us  to  Slafpheme>  if 
not,  perhaps,  even  the  Defire  of  offending  ?  While 
the  Prieft  was  initiating  Antijihenes  the  Philofophcr 
in  the  Myfteries  of  OrpbeuSy  and  telling  him,  that  they 
who  devoted  thcmfelves  to  that  Religion,  were  to  re- 
ceive eternal  and  perfefl:  Happinefs  after  their  Death  ;  the 
Philofopher  faid '  to  him,  •  If  thou  believeft  it.  Why 
doft  not  thou  thyfelf  die  ?  Dhg^nes  more  bluntly,  ac- 
ibrdirig  to  his  Manner,  though  not  fo  much  to  ourprc- 
fentPurpofc,  faid"  to  the  Prieft,  who  made  the  like  Preach- 
ment to  him,  that  he  fhould  enter  into  his  Order,  if 
ke  would  be  happy  in  the  other  World  ?  '  Wouldft  thou 

•  make  me  believe,  that  two  fuch  great  Men  as  Jgefilaus 

•  and  Epaminondas  will  be  miferable,  and  that  thyfelf,  who 

•  art  but  a  Calf,  and  canft  do  no  Good,  fhalt  be  happy^ 

•  bccaufe  thou  art  a  Prieft  ?  *  If  we  received  thefe  great 
Promifes  of  everlafting  Happinefs,  with  the  fame  Defe- 
rence as  we  do  a  Philofophical  Lefture,  we  Ihould  not  bf 
fo  horribly  afraid  of  Death, 

,  ISonjamfe  moriens  dijfolvi  conquer eretur^ 
Sed  magis  ire  foras^  vejiemque  relinquere  ut  anguh 

•  Caiideret^  pralonga  fenex  aut  cornua  cervus^. 

i.  e. 

We  ihould  not  on  a  Death-Bed  grieve  to  be 
Diffolv*d,  but  rather  launch  out  chearfully 
From  our  old  Hut,  and  with  the  Snake  be  glad 
To  caft  off  the  corrupted  Slough  we  had  j 
Or  with  th*  old  Stag  rejoice  to  be  now  clear 
From  the  large  Horns  too  ponderous  grown  to  bear. 

/  am  willing  to  be  dijfolved^  we  fhould  fay,  and  to  be  mth 
Jefus  Chrifi  *.  The  Force  of  Plato^s  Arguments  for  the 
Immortality  of  the  Soul  adually  made  fome  of  hi»  Dil^ 
ciples  difpatch  themfelves,  that  they  Slight  the  foooer  en- 
joy the  Hopes  he  gstve  them. 

Aft 

<  pkg.  Inert,  in  the  Life  cSJuHfthems^  lib.  Ti.  fe£L  4. 
"  Uem^  in  the  Life  of  Diopenes  the  Cyme^  lib.  vi.  fdBu  39r 
^  Lucrtu  lib.  ii\.  v»6i2»&r. 
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'  All  this  very  plaihly  demonftrates,  that  we  only  re* 
Gcive  our  Religion  after  our  own  Fafhion,    ^htfounda^ 
and  by  our  own  Hands,  and  no  otherwife    tionofthtPr^ 
than  as  other  Religions  are  received.     Whe-  fcjjionofthe 
thcr  we  happen  to  be  in  Countries  where  it  is    ^^^^^* 
in  Praftice  •,  whether  we  have  a  Veneration         * 
for  the  Antiquity  of  it,  or  for  the  Authority  of  the  Pro* 
feflbrs  of  it ;  whether  we  fear  the  Menaces  which  it  fulmi- 
nates againft  Unbelievers,  or  are  encouraged  by  its  Pro- 
rhifes :  Thefe  Things  ought  to  be  confidered  only  as  Auxi- 
liaries to  our  Faith,  for  they  are  Obligations   altogether 
human.     Another  Country,   other  Evidences,   the  like 
Promifes  and  Threatenings,  might,  by  the  fame  Rule,  im- 
print a  Belief  quite  contrary.     We  are  Chriftians  by  the 
fame  Title  as  we  are  either  Perigordins^  or  Germans :  And 
what  Plato  fays,  that  there  are  few  Men  fo  obftinate  in  A- 
theifm,  but  a  prefling  Danger  will  reduce  them  to  an  Ac* 
knowledgment  of  the  Divine  Power,   does  not  relate  to  a 
true  Chrijtian :  'Tis  for  mortal  and  human  Religions  to 
be  received  by  human  Recommendation.     What  kind  of 
Faith  muft  that  be  which  is  planted  and  eftablilhed  in  us 
by  Pufillanimity  and  Cowardice  ?  A  pleafant  Faith,  that 
only  beH^l^cs  what  it  believes  for  Want  of  the  Courage 
not  to  believe  it !  Can  a  vicious  Paflion,  fuch  as  Incon- 
ftancy  and  Aftonilhment,  produce  any  Thing  regular  ia 
our  Minds  ?  The  Atheifts,  fays  Plato^  are  confident^  up- 
on the  Strength  of  their  own  Judgment,  that  what  is  ad- 
vanced about  Hell  and  future  Torments,  is  a  FiAion  ;  but 
v/hcn  an  Opportunity  prefents  itfelf,  for  their  making  the 
Experiment,  at  the  Time  that  old  Age  or  Sickrtefs  brings 
them  to  the  Confines  of  Death,  the  Terror  of  it  poffefTea 
them  with  a  new  Belief,  from  a  Horror  of  their  future  State. 
And,  by  rcafon  they  are  terrified  by  fuch  Impreffions, 
Piafo^  in  his  Laws,  forbids  all  fuch  threatening  Dodrines, 
and  all  perfuafive  Arguments,  that  any  Evil  can  come  to 
Man  from  the  Gods,  unlefs  it  be  for  his  great  Good  when 
it  happens  to  him,  artd  fof  a  medicinal  Efitft.    They  fay 
of  Bion^  that,  being  infefted  with  Theodorus^s  atheifticai 
Principles,  he  had,  for  a  long  Titne,  held  religious  Men  . 
m  Derifion,  but  that,  whcrt  Death  ftarcd  him  in  the  Face> 

"  L  2  W 
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he  became  ruperftitious  to  an  extreme  Degree,  as  if  Che 
Gods  ^  were  to  come  off  and  on  juil  as  Bion  wanted  them# 
From  Plaio^  and  thefe  Examples,  we  conclude,  that  wc 
are  reduced  to  the  Belief  of  a  God,  either  by  Reafon,  or 
by  Force.  Atbeifm  being  a  Propofition  not  only  unnatural 
and  monftroUs,  but  dimcult,  and  very  hard  to  be  digeft- 
ed  by  the  Mind  of  Man,  be  he  ever  fo  haughty  and  diflb- 
lute  i  there  are  Inftances  enough  of  Men,  who,  out  of 
the  Vanity  and  Pride  of  broaching  uncommon  Opinions, 
tfnd  of  being  Reformers  of  the  World,  outwardly  aflNDft 
the  ProfefTion  of  fuch  Opinions,  who,  if  they  are  Fools 
enough,  have  not  the*  Power  to  plant  them  in  their  own 
Coniciences  :  Neverthelefs,  if  you  plunge  a  Da^;pr  into 
their  Breads,  they  will  not  fail  to  lift  up  their  Hands  to- 
wards Heaven ;  and  when  the  Fear,  or  the  Diftemper, 
Bas  abated  and  fupprefied  this  licentious  Heat  of  a  fickle 
Humour,  they  will  immediately  recover  themielves,  and 
fufier  thcmfelves,  very  difcreetly,  to  be  reconciled  to  the 
public  Creeds  and  Forms.  A  Doftrine  ferioufly  digefted 
is  one  Thing,  and  thefe  fuperficial  Impreflions  another, 
which,  fpringing  from  the  Depravity  of  an  uolettled 
Mind,  float  rafhly  and  at  Random  in  the  Fancy,  Mife« 
i^ble,  hair- brained  Wretches,  who  would,  if  itlM&f)ofli* 
blc,  fain  be  worfe  than  they  are ! 

The  Errors  of  Paganifm^  and  the  Ignorance  of  oiur 
jnatMikio  facred  Truths,  led  PlatOj  that  great  Ge-* 
attach  us firmiy  nius,  but  Grca^  Only  With  hu man  Grandeur, 
toCifd.  j^^Q  another  Error,  next  a- kin  to  it,  that 

Children  and  old  People  were  mofi  fufceptibU  of  Rdigion ;  as  if 
it  fprung  and  derived  its  Credit  from  our  Weaknefs :  The 
Knot  that  ought  to  bind  the  Judgment  and  the  Will  1 
that  ought  to  reftrain  the  Soul,  and  faften  it  to  the  Crea- 
tor, mufl:  be  a  Knot  that  derives  its  Foldings  and  Strength, 
not  from  our  Confiderations,  our  Arguments  and  Paflions, 
but  from  a  divine  and  fupernatural  Conftraint,  having  but 
one  Form,  one  Face,  and  one  Luftre,  wjiich  is  the  Au* 
thority  of  God  and  his  Divine  Grace.    Now,  the  Heait 

and 

y  This  Refledkm,  which  is  ib  jaft  lUid  nauiraly  11  bv  Dhgnai  Lmrtim 
himlel^wlio  having  Jio  mat  Fond  of  hit  ovvn,  it  wovld  have  bconCnKl  t9 
mMhknofm.    ftchisXifet^f  £i0ii»  le&  55. 
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Md  Soul  being  governed  and  commanded  by  Faith,  'tis 
reafonable  chat  it  ihould  draw  in  the  Affiftancc  of  aU  our 
other  Faculties,  as  far  as  they  are  able  to  contribute  to  its 
Senricc. 

Neither  is  it  feo  be  imagined,  that  this  whole  Machine 
has  not  fome  Marks  imprinted  on  it  by  the  7^  Urwu 
Hand  of  its  Almighty  Architeft,  and  that  Beif^  Jkmwm 
there  is  not^  in  the  Things  of  this  World,  h^*  «^ 
fqme  Image  that  bears  a  fort  of  Refemblance  *^^* 
to  the  Workman  who  has  built  and  formed  them.  In 
thefe  fublime  Works  he  has  left  the  Stamp  of  his  Divini- 
ty, and  'tis  only  owing  to  our  Weaknefs  that  we  cannot 
^Icern  it.  'Tis  what  he  himfelf  tells  us,  that  he  mani- 
fcfts  his  invifible  Operations  to  us  by  thofe  tEat  are  vifi- 
ble.  Sehande  ap[died  himfelf  to  this  worthy  Study,  and  de- 
monftrates  to  us,  that  there  is  not  any  Piece  in  ^e  World 
that  derogates  from  its  Maker.  It  would  be  a  Wrong  to 
the  Divine  Goodnefs,  if  the  Univerfe  did  not  concur  in 
our  Belkf.  The  Heavens,  the  Earth,  the  Elements,  our 
Bodies,  our  Souls,  all  Things  unite  in  this,  if  we  can  but 
find  out  the  Way  to  make  it  of  Ufc  to  us  :  They  inftnSft 
OS,  if  we  are  capable  of  learning :  For  this  World  is  a 
very  Sacred  Temple,  into  which  Man  is  introduced  to 
contemplate  Statues  not  made  with  mortal  Hands,  but 
filch  as  the  Divine  Purpofe  has  made  the  Objefts  of  Senfe, 
the  Sun,  the  Stars,  the  Water,  and  the  Earth,  to  repre- 
fent  them  to  our  Underftanding.  ^be  invifible  Things  of 
Cod^  fays  St.  Paul^  frtm  the  Creation  of  the  Worlal  are 
clear fyfien^  ieing  tmderftood  by  the  Things  that  are  made^ 
wen  his  eternal  Power  and  Godhead  *• 

At  que  ade^faciem  cctli  mm  invidet  or  hi 
IpfeDeus^  vultuf^uefuos^  corpufque  recludit 
Semper  vohendo  :  feme  ipfum  inculcat  et  offer t^ 
Ut  bene  cognofci  pof^%  doceatque  videndo 
^aliseat^  doceatqne  fuss  attendere  leges  \ 

L  3  i.  e. 

^  EpiiUe  to  the  Rornam^  chap.  L  vcr.  so.        f  MzoH  lib.  iv.  at  tbt 
btter  £ndL 
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And  God  hiipfelf  envies  not  Men  the  Grace 

Of  feeing  and  admiring  Heaven's  Face  ^ 
'But,  rolling  it  about,  does  ftiii  anew 

Objed  its  tace  and  Bodv  to  our  View, 
"  And  on  our  Minds  himfelf  inculcates  fo. 

That  we  th*  Almighty  Mover  well  may  know  j 

Jnftrufting  us,  by  feeing  Him  the  Caufe 

Of  All,  to  rev'rence  and  obey  his  Laws, 

]Mpw,.as  to  our  human  Reafon  and  Arguments,  they  are 
but  as  lumpiih  barren  Matter :  The  Grace  of  God  is  the 
Form  ;  'Tis  this  which  gives  the  Fafliion  and  Value  to  it. 
As  the  virtuous  Deeds  of  Socrates  and  Cato  remain  vaia 
^nd  fruitlefsy   for  not  having  had  the  Love  and  Obedience 
due  to  the  true  Creator  of  all  Things,  for  their  End  and 
Objeft,  and  for  their  not  having  known  God  ;  fo  is  it 
^ith  our  Imagination  and  Reafon  :  They  have  a  kind  of 
Body,    but  'tis  an  inform  Mafs,  without  Fa(hion,  and 
without  Light,  if  Faith  and  God's  Grace  be  not  added  to 
it.     Sehn^e^s  Arguments,  being  tinged  and  illyftr^ted  by 
Fcith,  are  thereby  rendered  firm  and  folid  :  They  arp  ca-* 
pable  of  ferving  as  Piredions,  and  of  being  the  principal 
uuides  to  a  Learner,  to  put  him  into  the  Way  of  this  Know* 
ledge  :  They,  in  fome  meafure,  form  him  to,  and  render 
him  capable  of  the  Grape  of  God,  by  the  Means  of  whicH 
he  afterwards  compleats  and  perfedts  hiqifelf  in  our  Belief^ 
I  know  a  Perfon  pf  Authority,  bred  up  to  Letters, ,  wha 
confeffed  to  me,  that  he  was  reclain^?d  from  the  Errors  of 
Infidelity  by  Sehnd/s  Arguments  :  And  ihould  they  bo 
ftripped  of  this  Ornament,  and  of  the  Affiftance  and.Sanc-* 
tion  of  Faith,  and  be  looked  uppn  as  mere  human  Fan-^ 
cies,  to  contend  with  thofe  who  are  precipitated  into  the 
dreadful  and  horrible  Darknels  of 'Irreligion,  they  would, 
pven  then,  be  found  to  be  as  folid  and  firm  as  any  others 
of  the  fame  Nature  that  could  be  brought  againft  them  \ 
fo  that  we  fhall^be  inabled  to  fay"t©  our  Opponents,     ' 

Si  melius  quid  haheSj  acccrje^  vel  imperiunifer  •*• 

/.  e. 
.    Jf  you  have  Arguments  mone  fit, 
Produfe  them,  or  to  thcfe  fubmit, 

^  {for,  Kb,  i,  Ep.  5,  v»  6, 
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Let  them  either  fubmit  to  the  Force  of  our  Proofs,  or  let 
them  produce  others,  pr  on  any  other  Subje£t^  that  are 
better  connected  and  more  fubltantial.  I  am,  unawares, 
already  half  way  engaged  in  the  Anfwer  which  I  propolefl 
to  make,  in  the  Vipdication  of  Sebonde^  againft  the  fecood 
Objedion. 

Some  fay,  that  his  Arguments  are  weak^  and  saudfle  tp 
make^ood  what  he  intends ;  and  they  .under-        .  ,. 

take,  with  great  Eafe,  to  confute  them.  Thefe    ch^aiaina 
Objedors  are  to  be  handled  a  little  more    Sebonde*/ 
roughly,  for  they  are  more  dangerous  and    Book,  that  thf 
more'  malicious  than  the  former.     Men  are   ^^^^  ^' 
apt  to  wreft  the  Sayings  of  another,  to  fa- 
vour their  own  prejudicate  Opinions.     To  an  Atheifi  a^l 
Writings  lead  to  Atbeifm :    He  infeds  innocent  Matter 
with  his  own  Venom  :  Thefe  have  their  Judgments  fo 
prepofTeiTed,  that  Seionde^s  Arguments  appear  infipid  tq 
them.     As  for  the  reft,  they  think  we  give  them  fair  play^ 
in  allowing  them  the  free  life  of  Weapons  that  are  merer 
ly  human,  to  combat  our  Religion  which  they  durft  nof 
attack  in  its  Majefty,  full  of  Authoiity  and  Command. 
The  Method  which  I  take,  and  think  to  be  the  moft  pro- 
per for  curing  this  Frenzy,  is  to  crufli,  and  fpurn  under 
Foot,  this  Arrogance  and  Pride  of  Men ;  to  make  them 
fenfible  of  their  Emptinefs,  Vanity,  and  extreme  Nothing-^ 
nefs  ;  to  wreft  the  wretched  Arms  of  their  Reafon  out  of 
their  Hands  %   to  make  them  bow  down  and  bite  the 
Ground,  under  the  Authority  and  Reverence  of  the  Di- 
vine Majefty.     *Tis  that  alone  to  which  Knowledge  and 
Wifdom  appertain  ;  that  alone  which  can  form  any  Efti- 
mate  of  itfelf,  and  fro,n)  which  we  purloin  whatever  wp 
value  ourfelves  upon. 

/.  e^ 

God  permits  not  any  Being,  but  Himfelf,  to  be  truly 
Wife. 

Let  us  demolifti  that  Prefumption,  the  firft  Foundation 
of  the  Tyranny  of  the  Evil  Spirit :  Deusfuperbis  refijiity 

X*  4  bumiiibtts 


•  •       •  •  , 
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bumilihus  autem  dat  gratiam\  i.  e.  God  rcfiftcth  the  Proud, 
but  giveth  Grace  to  the  Humble.  Undcrftanding  is  in 
all  the  Gods,  fays  Plato^  but  in  Man  there's  little  or  none. 
•However,  *tis  very  comforting  to  a  Chriftian  to  fee  our 
*in6rtal  and  frail  Talents  fo  fitly  fuited  to  our  Holy  and  Di- 
vine Faith)  that  when  they  are  employed  on  SubjcJfls  which 
'arc  in  their  own  Nature  mortal  and  frail,  they  are  not 
more  equally,  or  more  ftrongly  appropriated  to  ^em. 
X^t  us  fee  then,  if  there  are  ftronger  Reafbns  than  thofc 
of  Sebonde  in  the  Power  of  Man,  nay,  if  it  be  poflible 
for  him  to  arrive  at  any  Certainty,  by  Reafon  and  Ar- 
gument. For  St.  Auguftine^  pleading  a^ainft  thefe  Peo- 
ple, has  good  CaiSfo  to  reproach  their  Injuftice  for  main- 
taining thofe  Parts  of  our  Belief  to  be  falfe,  which  our 
Reafon  cannot  comprehend.  And,  to  demonftrate  that 
many  Things  may  be,  and  may  have  been,  of  which 
our  Reafon  cannot  difcover  the  Nature  and  Caufes,  he 
fets  before  them  certain  known  and  undoubted  Experi- 
tnents,  into  which  Man  confeiles  he  has  no  Infight.  And 
this  he  does,  as  all  other  Things,  with  a  curious  and  in- 
genious Incjuiry.  We  muft  do  more 'than  this,  and 
make  them  know,  that,  to  evince  the  Weaknefi  of  their 
Reafon,  there  is  no  Neceffity  of  calling  out  rare  Ex- 
amples \  and  that  it  is  fo  lame  and  fo  blind,  that  there  i« 
no  Facility  clear  enough  for  it ;  that  what  is  difficult 
and  eaiy  are  one  and  the  fame  to  it ;  that  all  Subjeds  e- 
qually,  and. Nature  in  general,  difclaim  its  Jurifdidlion 
^nd  Intcrpofition.  What  docs  Truth  niean,  when  Ihe  - 
preaches  to  us  to  im&re  of  worldly  Philofopby  *  5  when  it 
fo  often  inculcates  to  us,  ^  that  the  Wifdom  of  this  19^orld 
<  is  FooUjhnefs  with  God  *  \  that  of  all  Vanities  Man  is  the 

•  vaincft  ;  that  the  Man  who  prefumes  upon  his  Wif- 

♦  dom»  does  not  fo  much  as  know  what  Wifdom  is  •,  and 

♦  that  Man  who  is  a  Nothing,  if  he  thinks  himfelf  any 

*  Thing,  fcduces  himfclf  and  is  deceived?*  Thefe  Sep- 
tences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  exprefs  in  fo  clear  and  lively, 
«  Maimer,  wha;  I  VP  fpr  ipaintaiuing,  x\i^%  J  (hould  need 

f  }  Pet,  (:h,  V,  vcr.  ff,  *     *  S^.  f Wto  the  Cohjpmx  th.  ij.  ^,  8« 
»  I  Cor,  cb,  iiiji  vcr,  19,  »      * 
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no  other  Proof  to  convince  Men,  who  would  vrith  all 
Obedience  fubmit-  to  fuch  Authority. 

But  thcfe  are  willing,  to  be  fcourged  at  their  own  Ex- 
pence,  and  .don't  care  that  their  Reafon  y-^^^^^ 
Ibould  be  oppofed  by  any  Thing  but  Rea-  taj^e  of  Mam 
fon;  Let  us  then,  for  once,  confider  a  Man  ^^hwe  the  othtt 
alone  without  Foreign  Affiftance,  armed  only  ^^^^'^"^ 
with  his  own  Weapons,  and  deftitute  of  the  Divine 
Xjrace  and  Wifdom,  which  is  all  his  Honour,  his 
Strength,  and  the  Foundation  of  his  Exigence.  Let  12s 
fee  how  he  has  behaved  nn  this  fine  Equipage.  Let  him 
make  me  underftand  by  the  Force  of  his  Keaibn,  upon 
what  Foundation  he  has  built  thofe  great  Advantages 
which  he  thinks  he  has  above  all  other  Creatures :  Who 
has  made  him  believe  that  this  wonderful  Motion  of  the 
Celeftial  Arch,  the  eternal  Light  of  thofb  Tapers  thac 
roll  fo  Qiajeftically  over  his  Head,  the  furprifing  Mo- 
tions of  the  boundlefs  Ocean,  fliould  be  eftabliihed,  and 
continue,  for  {^^  many  Ages,  purely  for  his  Convenience 
aad  Service  ?  Can  any  Thing  be  imagined  fo  ridiculous  as 
that  this  miferable  Caitiff,  who  is  not  fo  much  as  Mafter 
of  himfelf,  and  expofed  to  be  injured  by  all  Things; 
fliould 'ftifc  himfelf  Mafter  and  Emperor  of  the  World, 
of  which  it  is  not  in  his  Power  to  know  the  leaft  Part,  .^ 
much  Icfs  to  command  the  Whole  ?  And  this  Privilege,  > 
Vhich  he  arrogates  to  himfelf^  of  being  the'  only  Crea-  ^ 
ture,  in  this  vaft  Fabric,  that  has  the  Capacity  of  diftin- 
guifhibg  the  Beauty  and  the  Parts  of  it ;  the  only  one 
that  can  return  his  Thanks  to  its  Arcbited,  and  keep  aa 
Account  of  the  Revenues  and  Difburfements  of  the 
World  J  who  I  wonder  fealed  that  Patent  for  him  ?  Let 
him  (hew  us  his  .CommilTion  for  this  great  and  fplendid 
Employment.  'Was  it  granted  in  Favour  of  the  Wife 
only?  Few  People  are  Sharers  in  it.  Are  Fools  and 
Knaves  worthy  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Favour,  and,  being 
the  worft  Part  of  Mankind,  to  be  preferred  before  all  the 
reft?  Shall  wc  believe  the  Paffagc  which  fays^  ^orum 
igUur  caufa  ct^s  dhtrit  effeSum  efe  mundum  ?  Eorum  fci- 
T.   ■  licet 

'  That  is  to  iky,  MMus  the  Si^c,  who  fpeaks  thus  in  Cictro  de  Natora 
Dcofum,  1^,  ii«  c  53f  •       ^ 


r 


154  MoNTAi<5NB*/  EJfays^  .  '      Book  I  J. 

licet  ammemtium^  qua  ratione  utuntur.  Hi  funt  Dii  &*  ba^ 
mines ^  quitus  frofeRi  nihil  eft  melius^  i.  e.  For  whofe  Sakp, 
therefore,  fliall  wc  conclude  that  this  World  was  made? 
For  theirs  who  have  the  Ufe  of  Reafon.  Thcfc  arc 
Gods  and  Men,  than  whom  certainly  Nothing  is  better^ 
We  can  never  fufficicntly  decry  the  Impudence  of  this 
ConjunAion.  But  poor  Creature,  what  has  he  in  him- 
felf  worthy  of  fuch  an  Advantage  ?  To  confider  the 
incorruptible  Life  of  the  Celeftial  Bodies,  their  Beauty, 
Magnitude,  and  continual  Motion,  by  fo  juft  a  Rule, 

Cum  fufpicimus  magni  ccdeftia  mundi  * 

Ttmpla  fupeVj  ftellifque  micantibus  libera  fixum^ 
£/  venii  in  mntem  luna  folifque  viarum  *. 

/.  e. 
When  wc  the  Heavenly  Arch  above  behold. 
And  the  vaft  Sky  ftudded  with  Stars  of  Gold, 
And  mark  the  regular  Courfes  that  the  Sun 
And  Moon  in  their  alternate  Progrefs  run. 

To  confider  the  Dominion  and  Influence  which  thofe 
Bodies  have,  not  only  over  our  Lives  and  Fortunes, 

.    palia  0tenim  et  vitas  bominum  fufpcndit  ab  aftris  ^. 

i.  e. 

Men's  Live$  and  A<5Uons  depend  on  the  Courie  of  thp 
Stars* 

tut  over  our  very  Inclinations,  our  Reafon,  our  Wilft, 
'which  are  governed,  animated,  and  agitated  at  the  Merty 
pf  their  Influences. 

Speculataque  longi 


Deprendit  tacitis  dominantia  legibus  aftra^ 
J^t  totum  alternd  mundum  ratione  moveri^ 
fatorumque  vice;  ferfi;  difcernere  Jignis  \ 

i.   e. 

Contemplating  the  Stars  he  finds  that  they 
Rule  by  a  filent  and  4  fecret  Sway  \ 

.  »  Lttcret.  lib.  V.  I20S.  ^  Mani},  lib,  iij,  v,  58. 

i  Jdpmi  lib.  i,  vcr.  62,  tgc,  ' 


And 
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And  that  the  enamelPd  Spheres  which  roll  above. 
Do  ever  by  alternate  Caufes  move  -, 
And,  ftudying  thefe,  he  alfo  can  forefee 
By  certain  Signs  the  Turns  of  Deftiny. 

To  obferve,  that  not  a  Man,  no  not  a  King,  is  exempt, 
but  that  Monarchies,  Empires,  and  iall  this  lower  World 
jare  biafs'd  by  the  Motions  of  the  leaft  of  the  Celeftial 
Orbs, 

^anldque  quam  parvi  faciant  difcrimina  motus^ 
^antum  ejt  hoc  rcgnum  ^uod  Regibus  imperat  ipfis  K 

i.  e* 

How  great  a  Change  a  little  Motion  brings, 
So  great  this  Kingdom  is  that  governs  Kings ! 

If  our  Virtues,  our  Vices,  our  Knowledge  and  Learning^ 
and  this  fame  Reafoning  of  ours  upon  the  Power  of  the 
Stars,  and  this  Comparifon  of  them  to  us  proceed,  as 
our  Reafon  judges,  by  their  Means,  and  from  their  F*^ 
vour. 

furit  aUer  amore^ 

Et  pontum  tranare  pot  eft  et  vertere  ^rojam : 
Jlterius*fors  eft  fcrihndis  legibus  apt  a  : 
^cce  pair  em  nati  perimunt^  natofque  parent  es^ 
.Mutudque  armati  coeunt  in  vulnerafratres, 
JNon  noftrum  hoc  bellum  eft  :  coguntur  tante  movere^ 
Jnqtie  fuas  ferri  fosnas^  laceranduque  membra  \ 

floe  quoque  fat  ale  eft^  fie  ipfum  expendere  fatum  \ 

.    One  mad  in  Love  may  croft  the  raging  Seas, 
T'  overturn  proud  Ilium's  lofty  Palaces ; 
A^other's  Fate  inclines  him  more  by  far,    - 
To  ftudy  Laws  a^d  Statutes,  for  the  Bar. 
Sons  kill  their  Fathers,  Fathers  kill  their  Sons, 
And  one  arm*d  Brother  'gainft  another  runs. 
This  War's  not  their's,  but  Fate's  that  fpurs  them  on. 
To  Ihed  the  Blood,  which  (hed  they  muft  bemoan  ; 
And  I  afcribe  it  to  the  Will  of  Fate, 
That  on  this  Theme  J  nQW  expatiate. 

If 

*  Manil.  lib.  u  v.  57.  ct  lib.  iv.  v,  93, 
»  idem,  }ib^iv.  y,  79,— 8  J,  mS, 
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If  we  hold  this  Portion  of  Rcafon  which  wc  have  by  the 
Bounty  of  Heaven,  how  is  it  polTibk  that  it  fhould  make 
us  equal  to  the  Donor  ?  How  can  it  fubjeft  his  Efleace 
and  Qualities  to  our  Knowlec^e  ?  Whatever  we  fee  in 
thofe  Bodies^  aftonifhes  us:  ^tuemoUiio^  qu^e ferramenta^ 
fui  veHeSf  qu4^  niacbinay  qui  minijiri  tanti  operis  fuerunt "  ? 
v/hat  Contrivance,  what  Inftruments,  what  Levers, 
%hat  Machines,  what  Operators  were  employed  in  fo  vaft 
a  Work  ?  Why  do  we  deprive  them  of  Soul,  of  Life,  and 
pf  Reafon  ?  Have  we,  who  have  no  Correfpondence  with 
them,Jbutin  Obedience,  difcovered  any  immoveable  and 
infenfible  Stupidity  in  them?  Shall  we  fay,  that  we  have 
difcovered  the  life  oi  a  reafonable  Soul  in  no  other  Crea- 
ture bur  Man  ?  And  why  ?  Have  we  feen  any  Thing  like  - 
the.  Sun  ^  Does  it  ceafe  to  be,  becaufe  we  have  not  feen 
Wf  Thing  like  to  it  ?  And  do  its  Motions  ceafe,  becaufe 
tlifcre  arc  no  other  like  to  them  ?  If  what  we  have  not 
iecn,  is  therefore  not  in  Being,  our  Knowledge  is  won? 
'dcrfully  contradled :  ^/e  funt  tanta  dnim  angufiia^l^i.  e$ 
How  narrow  are  our  Underftandings !  Are  they  not 
Preams  of  human  Vanity  to  make  the  Moon  a  Cele- 
ftiai  World  ?  To  fancy  as  Jnaxagoras  did,  that  there  "ait 
Mountains  and  Vallies  in  it  ?  and  there  plant  Habitations 
and  human  Dwellings,  and  to  raife  Colonies  in  it  for  our 
Convenience,  as  Plato  and  Plutarch  have  done  ?  and  of 
our  Earth,  to  make  a  bright  (hining  Star  ?  Inter  c^etera 
wkirtalitatis  incommoda^  it  hoc  eft^  caligo  mentiutn :  Nee  tan" 
Sum  neieffitas  errandu  J^d  error  urn  amor.  **  Corruptible 
corpus  aggravat  animamy  et  deprimit  terrena  inbabitatio  Jen^ 
/urn  multa^ogitantemy  i.  e.  Amongft  other  Inconvemerfces 
of  Mortality,  this  is  one,  viz.  the  Darknefs  of  the  Un* 
derftanding,  which  is  not  only  under  a  N<iceffity  of  Er- 
ring, but  has  a  Delight  in  it.    Senec.  de  Ira^  lib.  ii,  c.  o. 

Rc- 

»  Cic.  de  Nat.  Deorum,  lib.  L  c.  8.  "  Cic.  de  Nat  lib.  i.  c.  ji. 
■  *  In  fome  Editions  of  Montaignt^  the  Paf&ge  that  follows  is  aicrib«l 
to  Scfuem^  £p.  65.  but  'tis  not  in  that  Epiille»  and  I  fancy,  by  the  Sdle  of 
it»  ^U8  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  other  of  Semca^s  Difcocufes.  HoWbrer 
ihis  bcy  it  may  be  thas  rendered  into  Engiyh  :  The  carruptible  Bodyu  ftn* 
.jpi/ies  the  Soul  of  Man,  and  this  earthly  Habitation  dulls  the  Imagination^ 
which  is  employed  on  a  Multitude  of  Oljcdb.  —At  length  I  jnet  with 
*  iJiisPaSage  m  St.  .A^^//i«  dcCivitate  Dei,  lib.  xii.  c.  Z5. 
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Prcfumption  is  our  natural  and  original  Infirmity :  The 
moft  wretched  and  frail  of  all  Creatures  is  Prefim^tUnim 
Man,  and  ^ct,  withal,  the  proudeft :  He  fees  Infirmity  naim-* 
and  feels  himfcif  lodged  here  in  the  Dirt  and  ^^^Mmt. 
Naftinefs  of  the  World,  nailed  and  riveted  to  tKc  worft," 
the  moll  Aagnated,  and  moft  corrupted  Part  of  the  Uni« 
verfc,  in  the  loweft  Story  of  it,  and  the  fartheft  frtrni  the 
Arch  of  Heaven,  on  the  fame  Floor  with  Animals  oJFthe 
worft  Condition  of  the  three  Species  ^ ;  yet,  in  his  Imcg)« 
nation,  he  foars  above  the  Orb  of  the  Moon,  and  cafts 
the  Sky  under  his  Feet. 

By  the  Vanity  of  this  fame  Imagination  he  makes  him* 
felf  equal  with  God,  attributes  to  himfcif  Di* "  ^  ttjj^Ri  tl 
vine  Qualities,  withdraws  and  feparates  him-  ddmu  ti 
felf  from  the  Croud  of  the  other  Creatures,  Sapernnt^^*' 
carves  for  the  Animals  his^ Brethren  and  Com-  ^-^  -^V 
panions,  and  diftributes  fuch  a  Portion  of  Fa- 
culty and  Force  to  them  as  he  thinks  fit.  How  does  he 
know,  by  the  Strength  of  his  Underftanding,  the  internal 
and  fecret  Motives  of  the  Animals  ?  From  what  Compa* 
rifon,  betwixt  them  and  us,  does  he  infer  them  to  be  fo 
ftupid  as  he  thinks  them  ?  When  I  play  with  my  Cat,  who' 
knows  whether  Pufs  is  not  more  diverted  with  me  than  I 
am  with  Pufs  ?  We  divert  each  other  with  Monkey  Tricks. 
If  I  have  my  Time  of  beginning,  or  leaving  ofi^,  ihe  alfo 
has  tier's.  Plato^  in  his  Pifturc  of  the  Cclden  Jge^  under 
Saturn^  reckons,  among  the  principal  Advantages  that  a 
Man  then  enjoyed,  his  Communication  with  die  Beafts^ 
of  which,  inquiring  and  informing  himfelf,  he  knew  their 
true  Qualities,  and  wherein  they  difi^ered,  by  which  he 
acquired  a  very  perfed  Intelligence  and  Prudence,  and  led 
his  Life  more  happily  than  we  can  do.  Need  we  a  ful- 
ler Proof  to  judge  of  human  Impudence  with  regard  to. 
Beafts  ?  This  great  Author  was  of  Opinion,  that  Nature, 
in  the  greater  Part  of  the  corporeal  Form,  which  (he  had 
given  them,  had  Regard  only  to  the  IJie  of  the  Prognos- 
tications that  were  drawn  from  them  in  his  Time.     The 

Dcfed 

-»  That  is  tt>  iay,^^  the  Animals  of  die  Teirtftrial  Spedes,  flhMqn  . 
creeping  itpcm  the  Earth,  and  theiefbie  of  a  worft  kind  than  die  tvio  oditr  * 
Species  that  fly  in  the  Air,  or  fwim  ]&  die  Water.  .:^ 


that  make  no  Noife  at  all,  we  eafily  conclude,  from  cho 
fecial  Offices  we  obferve  amongft  them,  that  they  hava 
fome  other  Way  of  Communication :  Their  very  Mo- 
tions ferve  the  fame  as  Language, 

Non  alia  longe  rations  atque  ipfa  videtur 
l^rotrahere  ad  gejium  pueros  infantia  lingtue  *. 

i.  i. 

.  As  Infants  do,  for  Want  of  Words,  devifc 

*  ExpreiTive  Signs,  they  fpeak  with  Hands  and  Eyes. 

ind  why  not,  as  well  as  our  dumb  Folks,  difpute,  argue# 
and  tell  Stories  by  Signs :  I  have  feen  fome  fo  ready  ac 
this,  that,  really,  they  wanted  nothing  of  the  Perfeftioa 
of  making  themfelves  underftood  :  Lovers  are  angry,  re- 
conciled, intreat,  thank,  make  Aflignations,  and,  in  fhortp 
lj)eak  every  Thing  by  their  Eyes. 

El  fiUntio  encor  fuole 
Ha^iT  priegbi  e  parole  ^. 

i.  e. 

Silence  itfclf,  in  the  fond  Lovcr^ 
His  am'rous  Paflion  will  difcover. 

Would  you  think  it  ?  With  our  very  Hands  we  require,, 
promife,  call,  difmifs,  threaten,  pray,  fupplicate,  deny, 
refule,  interrogate,  admire,  number,  confefs,  repent,  fear, 
confound,  doubt,  inftruft,  command,  incite,  encourage, 
fwear,  teftify,  accufe,  condemn,  abfolve,  affront,  defpil'e, 
defy,  defpite,  flatter,  applaud,  blefs,  humble,  mock,  re- 
concile, recommend,  exalt,  entertain,  rejoice,  complain, 
grieve,  repine,  defpair,  wonder,  exclaim,  keep  Silence, 
and  what  not ;  and  all  this  with  a  Variation  and  Multi- 
plication, even  to  the  Emulation  of  Speech :  With  the 
(lead  we  invite,  difmifs,  own,  difown,  give  the  Lye,  wel- 
come, honour,  reverence,  difdain,  demand,  refufe,  rejoice, 
lament,  carefs,  rebuke,  fubmit,  huff,  exhort,  threaten,  af- 
fure,  and  inquire :  Would  you  think  it,  the  fame  with 
the  Eye- brows  ?  with  the  Shoulders  ?  There's  p6t  a  Mo- 
tion 

•*  hacpit.  Kbi  V.  r,  loji,  Cjfr*  7  ^/mha$  of  2^  Atto  iL  se], 

^oro,  V.  34,  35.  ■  " .  V  .  .     : 
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lion  that  does  not  fpeak  both  a  Language  iotelURiblc^ 
without  Difcipline,  and  a  public  Language ;  from  whence 
it  follqws,  that,  confidering  the  Variety  and  diftinguiihcf^ 
Ufe  of  the  others,  this  ought  rather  to  be  judged  the  pro- 
per Language  of  human  Nature.  ,  I  omit  what  NecdBlity 
particularly  luggefts,  on  a  fudden,  to  thofe  who  are  fpeeCh^ 
lefs  \  the  Alphabets  on  the  Fingers,  Grammars  in  GeftUlTt 
and  the  Sciences  that  are  only  by  them  exercifed  and  ex- 
prefied  3  nor  do  I  mention  the  Nations  which^  Plim.{$y%  \ 
have  no  llaifiguage  but  nutusfnotufque  membranm  %  i.  t*  the 
l^ods  and  Motion  of  the  Limbs.  An  Ambafladpr  from 
the  City  of  Abdera^  after  a  long  Speech  he  niade  to  4ps^ 
King  of  Sparta^  demanded  of  him.  What 4l^Jwer  tmtfi  Ire- 
turn  to  my  FelloW'Ciiizens  ?  Tell  tbem^  faid  he,  that  I  have 
given  tbee^  Leave  to  fay  what  thou  wouldft^  and  as  much  as 
thou  woutdft\  without  ever /peaking  a  Word  ^.  Is  not  this  a 
filent  Way  of  fpeaking,  and  very  eafy  to  be  underftood  ? 
As  to  the  reft,  what  kind  of  Sufficiency  is  there  in  us, 
which  we  do  not  obferve  in  the  Operations^of 
njjbicbfs^  the  Animals  ?  Is  there  a  Police  regulated  with 
fervid  in  the  more  OrdcT,  diverfified  with  more  Charges 
Biban/iour  •f    and  Offices,  and  more  inviolably  maintained 

%h^uiZL  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  Is  it  to  be  imagined, 
^  ^  '**'  that  fo  regular  a  Difpofition  of  Adjona 
and  Offices  could  be  made  without  Reafon  and  Pru- 
dence ? 

His  quidemjignis  atque  hac  exempla  fequtUi^ 
Effe  apibus  partem  divina  mentis^  et  hauftus 
Mtbereos  dixere '. 

/.  e. 

Some,  from  fuch  Inftances  as  thefe,  conclude 
That  Bees,  in  part,  with  Reafon  are  endued. 

The  Swallows,  that  we  fee,  at  the  Return  of  the  Spring, 
fearching  all  the  Corners  of  our  Houfes  for  the  moft  com- 
modious Places  wherein  to  build  their  Nefts,  do  they  fedc 
withoiit  Judgment,  and,  oup  of  a  thoufand,  chufe  the  fie* 
left  for  their  Purpofe,  without  Difcretion  ?  And,  io  that 

eleffant 

»  Hin.  Nit.  Jffift.  lib.  vi.  c  30.  ^ 

•  Viig.  Gwrg,  lib.  iv.  v.  aig,  {Jc,  .  •        .  * 
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elegant  ahd  admirable  Architefture  of  theirs,  can  the  Birds 
prefer  a  fquare  Figure  to  one  that  'is  round,  an  obtufe  An* 
gle  to  a  r^ht  one,  without  knowing  their  Qualities  and 
Effefts  ?  Do  thcjr  firft  bring  Clay,  and  then  Water,  with- 
out knowing  that  the  Moifture  of  the  latter  foftens  the 
Hardncfs . of  the  former?  Do  they- line  their  Palace  with 
Mofs  or  Feathers,  without  forefeeing  that  it  would  be 
more  foft  and  eafy  for  the  tender  Limbs  of  their  Young  ? 
Do  they  covet  Shelter  from  the  rainy  Winds,  and  place 
their  Lodgings  towards  the  Eaft,  without  knowing  the 
different  Qualities  of  thofe  Winds,  and  confidering  that 
one  is  more  comfortable  to  them  than  another  ?  Why 
does  the  Spider,  make  its  W^b  thicker  at  one  Place  than 
another,  and  why  make  one  fort  of  Noofe  now,  and  then 
another,  if  it  has  not  Deliberation,  Thought,  and  Cori- 
cluiion  ? 

We  fufficiently  difcovcr,  in  moft  of  their  Works,  how 
much  Animals  excel  us,  and  how  unable  our    ^-^^  ^     ^.  .^ 
Art  is  to  imitate  them.  We  fee,  neverthelefs,    o/Nat^eVo^ 
that,  to  our  more  coarfe  Performances,  we    Artyunlnfi- 
apply  all  our  Faculties,  and  the  utmoft  Stretch    J*^/^^  '^^"^^ 
of  our  Minds :  Why  do  we  not  fet  as  muchVa-    Z^^^ 
lue  upon  them  ?  Why  fliould  we  attribute  to    this  Principle 
I  know  not  what  natural  and  fervile  Inclina-    infa^vour  of 
tion  the  Works  that  excel  all  that  we  can  Z^'}^^^^''' 
do  both  by  Nature  and  Art  ?  In  this,  before  ^^'^    ^' 
we  are  aware,  we  give  them  a  great  Advantage  over  us, 
in  making  Nature,  with  the  Tenderricfs  of  a  Mother,  ac- 
company and  lead  them,  as  it  were,  by  the  Hand,  to  all 
the  Aftions  and  Conveniencies  of  their  Life,  whilft  ilie 
abandons  us  to  Chance  and  Fortune,  and  to  fetch,  by 
Art,  the  Things  that  are  neceflary  for  our  Prefervation  ; 
at  the  fame  Time  denying  us  the  Means  of  being  able, 
by  any  Inftruftion  or  Struggle  gfjbe  tJnderftanding,  to 
attain  to  the  natural  Capacity  of  Beafts  j  fo  that  their  bru- 
tal Stupidity  does,  in  all  Conveniencies,  furpafs  all  that 
our  Divine  Incqlligenc&caA.do,:  -Really,  axxhis.Rate,  we 
fliould  have  good  Reifdn  to  call  her  a  very  unjuft.  $tcp- 
mother  •,  but  it  is  nothihg  To,  our  Polity  is  not  fo  irregu- 
lar and  deformed. 

Vol.  II.  M  Nature 
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Nature  has  {hewn  a  Tendemefs  to  all  her  Creatures 
Nature  hat  univcrfally,  and  there  is  not  one  which  (he 
iun  kimkr  to  has  not  amply  fumifhed  with  all  the  Nfeans 
Man  than  is      necefiary  for  the  Pcefervation  of  its  Bang : 

commnlyima-      ^^^^   ^   ^  xht   VUlgaf  CoOiplaintS  which   I 

^    *  hear  Men  make  (the  Extravagance  of  whole 

Notions  lifts  them  up,  one  while,  to  the  Clouds,  and  then 
finks  them  down  to  the  Antipodes)  that  we  are  the  only 
Animal  abandoned  naked  upon  the  bare  Earth,  tied  and 
bound,  not  having  wherewithal  to  arm  and  cloath  him* 
felf,  but  by  robbing  the  other  Animals ;  whereas  all  the 
other  Creatures  are  covered,  by  Nature,  with  Shells, 
Hulks,  Bark,  Hair,  Wool,  Prickles,  Leather,  Down, 
Feathers,  Scales,  Fleece,  and  Brillles,  according,  as  is  ne- 
cefiary for  their  Exiftence ;  armed  with  Claws  or  Ta- 
lons, Teeth  and  Horns,  for  Attack  as  well  as  Defence  i 
and  Nature  itlelf  has  equipped  them  with  what  is  necefia- 
ry for  their  Swimming,  Running,  Flying,  Singing ;  where- 
as Man  knows  neither  how  to  walk,  fpeak,  eat,  or  do  any 
Thing  but  weep,  without  ferving  a  fort  of  Apprentice- 
Ihip  to  it. 

^tm  forrh  puer^  ut  f^evis  prejeSlus  ab  units ^ 
Navita  nudus  bumijacet  infans^  indigus  omni 
Vitali  auxilioy  cum  priwum  in  luminis  or  as 
Nexibus  ex  alvo  matris  natura  profuditj 
Vagitnque  locum  lugubri  complete  ut  aquum  efi^ 
Cui  tantum  in  vitd  rejiet  tranfire  malorum. 
At  varia  crefcunt  pecudes^  armenta^  feraque^ 
Nee  erepitaculd  eis  opus  eft^  nee  cuiquum  adbibenda  eft 
Alnue  nutrids  blanda  atque  infra3a  loquela  : 
Nee  varias  quarwtt  ^ixeftes  pro  tempore  cali : 
Denique  non  armis  epus  efiy  non  mcsnibus  altisy 
^eisfua  tuteritur^  quando  ommbus  omnia  largi, 
TtUtts  ipja  parity  ndturaque  dadala  rerum  *. 


I.,  i. 


Like  to  the  wretched  Mariner,  when  toft 
By  raging  Seas  upon  the  defart  Coiift, . 

•  Lttcret*  lib.  v.  v,  223,««— 235. 
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The  Infant  is  caft  naked  on  the  Earth, 

Wanting  Life's  Neceffaries  at  its  Birth  : 

When  Nature  firft  prefents  it  to  the  Day, 

Freed  from  the  Mother's  Womb  in  which  it  lay  ^ 

Straight  with  moft  doleful  Cries  it  fills  the  Room, 

Too  fare  Prefages  of  its  woeful  Doom  : 

But  Beafts,  both  wild  and  tame,  greater  and  lefs. 

Do  of  themfclves  in  Bulk  and  Strength  incrcafc  j 

They  need  no  Rattle,  nor  the  broken  Chat, 

By  which  the  Nurfc  coaxes  its  Child  to  prate  : 

They  look  not  out  for  different  Robes  to  wear. 

According  to  the  Scafons  of  the  Year  5 

Nor  for  their  Safety  Citadels  prepare. 

Nor  forge  the  mtird'rous  Inftruments  of  War ; 

Since  Earth  uncultivated  freely  grants, 

And  Nature's  lavifli  Hands  fupply  their  Wants, 

Thefe  Complaints,  I  fay,  are  falfc :  There  is,  in  the  Po- 
licy of  the  World,  a  greater  Equality,  and  a  more  uniform 
Relation.    Our  Skins  are  as  good  a  Defence  for  us  againfl 
bad  Weather,  as  theirs  •,  witnefs  the  feveral  Nations  who 
have  not  yet  known  the  Ufe  of  Cloaths,     Our  ancient 
Gauls  were  but  flenderly  clad,  no  more  than  the  Irijh^  our 
Neighbours,  in  fo  cold  a  Climate.     But  we  may  better 
judge  of  this  by  ourfelves,  for  all  thofc  Parts  of  the  Body 
that  we  are  pleafed  to  expofe  to  the  Air,  are  very  able  to 
bear  it :  If  there  be  a  tender  Part  about  us,  which  is  moft 
likely  to  fufFer  by  Cold,  it  muft  be  the  Stomach,  in  which 
Digeftion  is  performed,  and  yet  our  Anccftors  always  went 
open-breafted ;  and  our  Ladies,  as  tender  and  delicate  as 
they  are,  go  fometimes  bare  as  low  as  the  NkvcL    Neither 
is  the  Binding  and  Swathing  of  Infants  more  neceflkry, 
for  the  Lacedemonian  Mothers  ^  brought  up  their  Children 
by  leaving  their  Limbs  to  all  the  jFreedom  of  Motion, 
without  any  Ligature  at  all.    Our  Infancy  Cries  are  com- 
mon to  moft  of  the  other  Animals,  there  being  fcarce  any 
but  what  are  obferved  to  groan  and  bemoan  themfel ves  a 
long  Time  after  their  Birth,  forafmuch  a^s  U  is  a  Beha- 
viour fuitable  to  their  weak  Condition. 

M  2  As 

*  Plutarchf  in  the  Life  ©f  £vc«rgwx,  oJi.  i^ 
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Thus  from  one  Swarm  of  Ants  feme  fally  out. 
To  fpy  another's.  Stock,  or  mark  its  Rout. 

LalioHimSj  I  think,  attributes  to  Beafts,  not  only  Speech 
bur  Laughter  :  And  the  Difference  of  Language,  which  is 
manifeft  amongft  U3,  according  to  the  Variety  of  Coun- 
tries, is  alfo  obferved  in  Animals  of  one  and  the  fame 
Species,  Ariftotky  to  this  Purpofe,  inftances  in  the  va- 
rious Calls  of  Partridges,  according  to  the  Situations  of 
the  Places. 

varUfue  volucres 

mmmmt^^mmm  ^mmm^mm^m  mmmmmmtmmm 

Lcnge  alias  ali^^jaeiuHt  in  tempore  voces^ 


i«»i 


Et  partinu^  mutant  cum  tempejiatibft^  und 
Raucifonos  cantHs  \ 

i.  e. 
And  fev'ral  Birds  do,  from  their  warbling  ThrCMit^t 
At  fev'ral  Times  utter  quite  different  Notes,. 
And  fome  their  boarfe  ones  with  the  Seafons  change* 

But  the  Thing  to  be  known  is,  what  Language  would 
fuch  ,a  Child  fpeak,  of  which  what  is  faid  by  ConjeAure 
is  not  very  probable. 

If,  in  Oppofition  to  this  Opinion,  any  Man  will  tell 
Wfythd/envho  me,  that  they  who  are  born  Deaf  do  not 
^4  bom  Deaf,  fpeak  ;  I  anfwcr,  that  this  is  the  Cafe,  not 
dtm^t  fpeak.  f^  imich  becaufc  they  could  not  receive  In- 
flrudion  to  fpeak  by  the  Ear,  as  becaufe  the  Faculty 
of  Hearing,  which  they  are  deprived  of,  has  a  Relation 
to  that  of  Speaking,  and  they  hold  together  by  a  natural 
Connection,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  what  we  ipeak  we 
muft  firfl:  fpeak  to  our  own  Breafts,  and  make  it  found  in 
our  own  Ears,  before  we  utter  it  to  others. 

All  this  I  have  faid,  to  prove  this  Refemblance  which 

Men  and  the  ^^^^  '^  ^"  human  Things,  and  to  bring  us 
Jnimals  alike  back,  and  join  us  to  the  Crowd.  We  are 
/uhjea  to  the  neither  above  nor  below  the  reft.  All  that 
La-^^  of  Na^     is  under  Heaven  (fays  the  Wifeman)  is  fub- 

jeft  to  one  Law,  and  one  Fortune. 

Indu- 

^  Lucrct.  lib.  v.  v.  1077,— 1080, -►  1082,  1083. 
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i.  e. 

AH  Things  remain 

Bound  and  entangled  in  one  fatal  Chain. 
There  is  Ibme  Dimrence ;  there  are  (everal  Ranks  and 
Degrees,  but  'tis  under  die  Afpefi:  of  one  and  the  fiunc 
Mature. 

— -  res  ^itque  fuo  ritu  procedii^  et  onmes 
Fdsiere  tuUura  cert$  difcriminefervan$^. 

i.  e. 

All  Things,  ariiing  from  their  proper  Caufe, 
Remain  diftindb,  and  follow  Nature's  Laws. 

Man  iBuft  be  confined  and  reftrained  within  the  Bar- 
riersi  of  this  Polity.  The  miferaUe  Creature  is  really 
not  in  a  Condition  to  put  one  Leg  over  the  Fence  :  He 
is  fettered  and  embarrafled,  he  is  fubjeft  to  the  fame  Obli- 
gation with  the  other  Creatures  of  his  Rank,  and  his  State 
is  vf^  niean,  without  any  Prerogative,  or  true  and  fub« 
llantial  Super-excellency.  That  which  he  afcribes  to  him* 
ielf  in  hi$  owii  Fancy  and  Opinion,  has  neither  Subftance 
nor  Savour.  And  if  it  be  the  real  Cafe,  that  he  alone  of 
all  living  Creatures  hath  this  Privilege  of  Imaginauon,  and 
this  Irregularity  of  Sentiments,  reprefenting  to  him  that 
which  is,  that  which  is  not,  and  the  Falle  and  the  True, 
as  he  pleafes  i  'tia  an  Advantage  very  dearly  bought,  and 
for  which  he  has  very  littl^  Reafon  to  value  himfelf, 
fince  'tis  from  hence  arifes  the  principal  Source  of  the 
Evils  that  oppreis  him.  Sin,  Sicknefs,  Irrefolution,  Af- 
fliftion,  and  Defpair.  I  fay,  therefore,  ('to 
return  to  my  Subjeft)  that  there  is  no  Ap-  ^^n^^  ^^^j^ 
pearance  of  Reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  Beafts  afuoMr^! 
fhould,  by  a  natural  and  forced  Inclination, 
do  the  fame  Things  that  we  do  by  our  Choice  and  En- 
deavour. We  ought  from  like  Efie£ks  to  conclude  like 
Faculties,  and  from  richer  Efie&s,  richer  Faculties*;  and, 
by  Confequence,  to  confeis,  that  this  fame  Reafon,  this 

*  Lncr.  lib.  V.  c.  874.  ^  Lucr.  lib.  t.  9x19  922. 
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fame  Method,  by  which  wc  operate,  is  common  aUb  to 
the  Animals,  or  fome  other  that  is  better.  Why  fhould 
we  imagine  this  natural  Conftraint  in  them,  while  we 
experience  no  fuch  EfFe£t  of  it  in  burfelves?  Confider* 
ing,  moreover,  that 'tis  more  honourable  to  be'guided, 
and  obliged  ^to  aft  regularly  by  a  natural  and  inevitable 
DifpoHtion,  and  more  approaching  to  that  of  the  Divine 
Being,  than  to  a6t  regularly  by  a  temerarious  and'  fortui- 
tous Liberty j  and  more  fafe  to  truft  the  Reinsof  our 
Condudl  to  Nature  than  to  ourfelves.  The  Vanity  of 
our  Prefumption  is  the  Reafon  that  we  had  rather  afcribe 
our  Sufficiency  to  ouj  own  Strength,  than  to  the  Bounty 
of  Nature  j  and  that  wc  inrich  the  other  Animals  with 
the  Bounties  of  Nature,  and  renounce  them  in  thieir  Fa- 
vour, purely  for  the  Sake  of  honouring  and  ennobling 
ourfelves  with  Goods  acquired  ;  a  Humour  which  I  take 
to  be  very  filly,  for  I  (hould  as  much  value  Favours 
that  were  entirely  my  own  by  Nature,  as  thofe  that  I 
ihould  beg  and  obtain  from  Education.  'Tis  not  in  our 
Power  to  ohtain  nobler  Credit,  than  to  be  the  Favourite 
of  God  and  Nature. 

The  ^braciansy  when  they  purpofe  to  pafs  over  the  Ice 
The  Fox's  Fa-  ^^  ^^1  frozen  River,  turn  out  a  Fox  before 
cukyofRea-  them,  which,  when  he  comes  to  the  Bank, 
fining.  '  lays  his  Ear  down  to  the  Ice  to  liftcft  if  he 

can .  hear  the  Noife  of  the  Current  from  a  remote  or 
nearer  Diftance ;  and,  according  as  he  thereby  finds  the 
Ice  to  be  more  or  lefs  thick,  he  draws  back  or  goes  for- 
ward. Now  fiiould  we  fee  a  Fox  do  thus,  fiiould  we  not 
have  Reafon  to  conclude,  that  he  reafoned  juft  in  the 
fame  Manner  as  we  fiiould  do,  and  that  'tis  a  Reafoning 
and  Confequence  derived  from  natural  Senfe,  or  a  Per- 
ception in  the  Fox,  that  what  makes  a  Noife  moves,  that 
what  moves  is  not  cotigealed,  that  what  is  not  congealed 
is  liquid,  and  that  what  is  liquid  yields  to  Weight  i 
For  to  afcribe  this  only  to  the  Quicknefs  of  the  Senfe  of 
Hearing  without  Reafoning,  and  making  an  Inference, 
is  a  Chimasra  that  cannot  be  admitted  into  our  Imagina- 
tion,    ^e  are  to  fuppofe  the  fame  of  fo  many  various 

•     Tricks 

*  Pliitarch,  dc  Solertia  Animalium,  lit,  c.  12.  of  Amyot'^  Tranflation. 
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Tricks  and  Inventions,  by  which  the  Beafts  fccure  them* 
felVes  from  the  Plots  we  form  to  furprize  them. 

Arid  if  we  think  to  make  any  Advantage,  even  of 
this  Argument,  that  'tis  in  our  Power  to  j^  ^j^^^^^ 
feize  them,  to  employ  them  in  our  Service,  other  Meit^  as 
and  ^  to'  ufe  them  at  our  Pleafure  •,  'tis  but  t*^  as  the 
ftill 'the  fame  Advantage  that  we  take  one  ^'''^^'  ''''^• 
cf  another.  We  have  our  Slaves  upon  this  Condition, 
and  wel^'  not  the  Clmacida  Women  of  Syria  that 
crouched  to  the  Ground  on  their  Hands  and  Feet  to  ferve 
as  a  "^  Footftobli  or  a  Step- Ladder,  for  the  Ladies  to  get 
into  their  Coaches  ?  And  the  greateft  Part  of  Free  Per- 
fons'  Ibrrender  their  Life  and  Being  to  the  Power  of 
another,  for  very  trivial  Ad  van  tagies.  The  Wives  and 
Concubines  of  the  Tbracians  contend  who  fliall  be  chofen 
to  be  ^  flain  upon  the  Tombs  of  their  Hufbands.  Have 
Tyrants  ever  failed  of  finding  Men  enough  intirely  at 
their  Devotion  and  Difpofal  -,  fome  moreover  this  Neceflity 
of  accompanying  them  in  Death,  as  well  as  in  Life  ?  What 
Armies  have  bound  themfelves  after  this  Manner  to  their 
Generals.  The  Forfn  of  the  Oath,  in  this  fevere  School 
of  Fencers,  who  were  to  fight  it  out  to  the  laft,  was  in 
thefe  Terms  :  '  We  iwear  to  fufFer  ;ourfelves  to  be  chained, 
^  burned,  wounded,  and  killed  with  the  Sword,  and  to 

*  endure  all  that  true  Gladiators  fufier  from  their  Matter, 

*  moft  religioufly  engaging  both  Bodies  and  SquIs  in  his 
^  Service.' 

Ure  nteumj  fi  viSy  flammd  caputs  et  pete  ferro 
CorpuSy  et  intorto verbere  tergafeca  "*. 

/.  e. 
Stab  me,  or  lafh  me,  till  my  Shoulders  bleed. 
Or,  with  the  red-hot  Iron,  burn  my  Head. 

This  was  an  Obligation  indeed,  and  yet  there  was  one 
Year,  in  which  10,000  entered  into  it,  and 
thereby  loft  their  Lives.    When  the  Scythians   ^^'^^J^^J^^ 
interred  their  Kings,  they  ftrangled  upon  his   ^^^^jciL^ 
Body  the  moft  favoured  of  his  Concubines, 

his 

^  Plutarch,  c.  3,  in  his  Difcourfe   how   to  diftinguifh  the  Flatterer 
ftoxa  the  Friend. 
]  Herodot.  Lib.  v.  p.  331.  "  Tibullus,  Lib.  i.  Eleg.  x.  v.  21,  22. 
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his  Cup-bearer,  the  Mafter  of  bis  Horfe,  bi^  Chamberlain, 
the  Gentletnan-Ulher  of  his  Chamber,  Mid  Cook*'.  Aod, 
upon  his  Anniverfary,  they  killed  fifty  Horica,  mounted 
by  fifty  Pages,  whom  they  impaled  alive,  and  there  1^ 
them,  (luck  by  Way  of  State,  round  his  Tomb, 
The  Men  who  ferve    us  come  off  cheaper,  thou^ 

they  are  not  treated  with  all  that  Niqety 
^ftaCZf  ^^^  Favour,  with  which  we  t|«jit  our  Ifl^wks^ 
Avlmds,  Horfes,  and  Dogs.    How  anxious  arc  wc  for 

their  Good  ?  I  do  not  think,  that  the  lowdt 
Degree  of  Slaves  would  willingly  do  that  for  their  Nb- 
fters,  which  even  Princes  think  it  an  Honour  to  4o  for 
their  Beads.  DiogeneSj  feeing  his  Relations  foUicitous  to 
redeem  him  from  Servitude,  Tbey  are  Fods  %  faid  he,  *tis 
that  which  treats  and  nourijhes  me^  and  tbatferves  me.  And 
they  who  maintain  Beafts,  may  be  faid,  rather  to  icrve 
them,  than  be  ferved  by  them.  And  yet  the  BeafU  ait  ill 
this  refpe£t  the  more  generous,  that  never  did  a  Lion  lerve 
another  Lion,  nor  one  Horfe  fubmit  to  another  for  waac 
of  Spirit.  As  we  go  to  the  Chace  of  Beafts,  fo  do  Ty- 
gers  and  Lions  to  the  Chace  of  Men  \  and  they  do  the 
fame  Execution  one  upon  the  other.  Dogs  upon  Hares, 
Pikes  upon  Tenches,  Swallows  upon  Flies,  and  Sparrow- 
Hawks  upon  Blackbirds  and  Larks. 

. 'Serpent e  ciconia  puUos 

Nutrity  et  inventd  per  devia  rura  lacertd. 


Et  leporem  aut  capream  famuU  JaviSy  et  generof^e 
In  faltu  venantur  ames  ^. 

i.  e. 

The  Stork  heir  young  Ones  nourifhes  with  Snakes 
And  Lizards  found  in  Bye- ways  and  in  Lakes  ; 
Jove's  Bird,  and  others  of  the  nobler  Kind, 
Hunt  in  the  Woods  the  Hare  and  Kid  to  find. 

We  divide  the  Quarry,  as  well  as  the  Labour  and  Pains, 
with  our  Hawks  and  Hounds.     And  above  Jmpbipolis^ 

■  Hcrodot.  Lib.  iv.  p.  280. 

•  Diogenes  Lacrtius  in  the  Life  of  Diogenes  the  Cynicy  Lib,  v.  fe6t  75. 

F  Jir\'.  Sat.  xiy.  v.  74,  tsfr. 

in 
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in  ^brace^  the  Falconers  divide  the  Booty  betwixt  them- 
fclvcs,  and  their  wildf  Hawks,  into  two  equal  Shares ;  juft 
as  along  the  Palus  Mcsotis^  if  the  Fiflierman  does  not 
leave  an  equal  Share  of  what  he  catches  to  the  Wolves, 
ihey  go  immediately  and  tear  his  Nets  to  Pieces. 

And  forafmuch  as  we  have  a  Sort  of  Fifliing,  which 
is  managed  more  by  Cunning  than  Force, 
namely.  Angling  with  the  Hook  and  Line,  ^^^£^ 
the  like  is  to  be  feen  among  the  Aninuds,  '"  '*^' 
Jrifiotle  fays,  that  the  Cuttle-Fifh  cafts  a.longGut  from  its 
Neck  like  a  Line, which  it  lets  out  and  draws  in  at  Plea- 
fure  ;  and  that,  as  foon  as  it  perceives  any  of  the  fmall  Filh 
approaching,  it  gives  it  Leave  to  nibble  the  End  of  this 
Gut,  while  it  hides  itfelf  in  the  Sand,  or  Mud,  and  draws 
it  to  him  gently,  'till  the  little  Fifli  is  fo  near,  that,  with 
one  Spring,  it  can  make  a  Prey  of  it. 

As  to  Strength,  there  is  not  a  Creature  in  the  World 
expofed  to  fo  many  Injuries  as  Man.     Not 
to  mention  a  Whale,  an  Elephant,  a  Croco-    l^^'^J^t 
dile,  and  fuch.  Sort  of  Animals*  of  which    %orHti^lf 
one  alone  is  enough  to  put  many  Men  to  nfaxy  Aithiuds. 
Flight ;  a  Swarm  of  Lice  put  an  End  to  the 
Diaatorfhip  of  Sylla^  and  the  Heart  and  Life  of  a  great 
and  triumphant  Emperor  was  the  Breakfaft  of  a  little 
Worm. 

Why  do  we  boaft,  that  'tis  only  for  human  Knowledge 
and  Learning,  raifed  up  by  the  Rules  of  Art    ^^^^  j.^^^ 
and  Rcafon,  to  diftinguilh  Things  ufeful  to   g^nnhat 
Life,  and  of  Service  in  Sicknels,  from  thofe    maykofUfi 
that  are  not  fo,  and  to  know  the  Virtue  of  ^^^1^^^"'' 
Rhubarb  and  the  Polypody  ?     And  when  we 
fee  the  Goats  of  Candiaj  after  being  wounded  by  an  Ar- 
row, run  and  Angle  out  Dittany,  among  a  Million  of 
Herbs,  fit  for  their  Cure :  When  we  fee  the  Tortoife,  af- 
ter eating  a  Viper,  fearch  immediately  for  Marjoram  to 
purge  itfelf;  when  we  fee  the  Dragon  rub  and  clear  its 
Eyes  with  Fennel  5  the  Storks  give  themfelves  Clyfters 
with   the  Water  of  the  Sea,  and  Elephants  in  Battle  not 
only  pluck  out  the  Javelin  and  Dart  that  (lick  in  the 

Bodies 
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Bodies  of  thcmfelves  and  their  Companions,  butthofe  alfo 
of  their  Matters  (witnefs  King  Porus^  whom  Alexander  de- 
feated) and  that  fo  dextrouQy,  that  we  could  not  do  it 
ourfelvcs,  with  fo  Kttle  Pain  to  the  wounded  Perfon : 
When  we  fee  all  this,  I  fay,  why  do  we  not  confefs  in 
the  fame  Manner,  that  this  is  Knowledge  and  Prudence  ? 
For  to  argue,  in  order  to  difparage  them,  that  they 
know  it  only  by  the  Inftruftion  and  Documents  of  Na- 
ture^  this  is  not  robbing  them  of  their  Claim  to  Know* 
kdge  and  Prudence,'  but  afcribing  it  to  them  with  more 
Reafon  than  to  us,  to  the  Honour  of  fo  infallible  a 
School-Miftrefs. 

Chrjftppus^    though  in  all  other  Things,   he  had  as 

rmean  an  Opinion  of  the  Condition  of  the 
Animals,,  as  any  other  Philofopher,  obferv- 
ing  the  Motions  of  a  Dog  (that  had  cither 
loft  his  Matter,  or  wgs  in  Purfuit  of  fome  Prey)  at  a 
Crofsway,  where  three  Roads  met,  and  feeing  him  lay 
his  Nofe  in  one  Road  after  another,  and  obferving  that, 
when  he  had  no  manner  of  Scent  of  what  he  was  feck- 
ing  in  two  of  them,  he  darted^  into  the  third  Road  with- 
out any  Boggle,  the  Philofopher  was  forced  to  confefs, 
that  that  Dog  mutt  reafon  with  himfelf  in  this  Manner, 
.  •  I  have  traced  my  Matter  to  this  Crofsway,  and  one  of 

*  thefe  three  Roads  he  mutt  needs  be  gone  ;  but  I  do  n6t 

*  perceive  that  he  took  this  Road  or  that :  He  mutt  there- 

*  fore  infallibly  be  gone  the  other;*  and  that,  having  made 
himfelf  fure  that  he  was  in  the  Right  by  this  Inference  and 
Reafoning,  he  made  no  farther  Ufe  of  his  Senfe  in  the 
third  Road,  nor  laid  his  Nofe  to  it,  but  ran  on  in  it, 
without  any  other  Motive,  except  the  Strength  of  hia 
Reafon.  This  PafTage,  which  is  the  pure  Art  of  Reafon- 
ing,  and  this  Stating  of  Propofitions  divided  and  united 
together,  and  the  proper  Examination  of  the  Parts,  is  ic 
not  of  as  much  Ufe  to  the  Dog  to  know  it  of  himfelf,  as 
\i  he  was  inftrufted  in  the  Knowledge  of  that  Figure  in 
Geometry,  which  they  call  a  Trapezium  ? 

Nor 

9  Sextus  Empiricus,  Pyrrh.  Hypot.  L.  i.  c,  14.  p.  15. 
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Nor  are  the  Animals  incapable  of  being  inftruftcd  in 
our  Fafhion.  We  teach  Blackbirds,  Ravens, 
Magpies,  Parrots,  Csfr.  to  talkj  and  the  ^"^^^scafa- 
Readinefs  with  which  we  mil  ft  acknowledge  Z^^^^^'^' 
they  give  us  their  Voice  and  Breath,  rendering 
;  both  fo  fupple  and  pliant,  as  to  be  formed  and  reftrainpd 
*to  a'certain  Number  of  Letters  and  Syllables,  Ihews  us 
that  they  are  indued  with  Reafon,  which  renders  them 
fo  teachable  and  willing  to  learn.  Every  one  has  i^n, 
enough,  I  ihould  think,  of  the  many  Monkey  Tricks 
that  are  played  by  Dogs,  which  Tumblers  lead  about  the 
Streets  ;  their  Dancings,  in  which  they  keep  exad  Mca- 
fure  with  the  Sound  of  the  Mufic  j  their  various  Mo- 
tions and  Leaps,  at  the  Command  of  their  Leader ;  but 
I  am  more  ftruck  with  Admiration  at  the  Performance, 
which  is,  neyerthelefs,  very  common,  of  thole  Dogs  that 
lead  the  blind  Beggars  in  the  Fields,  and  in  Towns :  I 
have  taken  Notic?e  how  they  ftop  at  fuch  Doors  where 
they  have  been  ufed  to  receive  Charity,  how  they  keep 
out  of  the  Way  of  Coaches  and  Carts,  even  when  there 
has  been  room  enough  for  themfelves  to  pafs  :  I  have 
feen  them,  in  walking  along  by  a  Town-Ditch,  get  out 
of  the  plain  fmooth  Path,  and  chufe  a  worfe,  only  to 
keep  their  Mafter  farther  from  the  Ditch.  How  could  this 
Dog  be  made  to  conceive  that  it  was  his  Bufinefs  to  be 
mindful  only  of  the  Safety  of  his  Mafter,  and  to  prefer 
his  Service  to  his  own  Convenience  ?  And  how  came  he 
to  know,  that  a  Way  was  wide  enough  for  him,  which 
was  not  fo  for  a  blind  Man  ?  Could  he  comprehend  all 
this  without  a  Faculty  of  Reafoning  ? 

We  muft  not  forget  what  Plutarch  tells  us  '  of  a  Dog 
he  faw  at  Rome^  with  the  Emperor  Fe^a- 
ftan,  the  Father,  at  the  Theatre  of  Marcel-    ii^nfdiSf' 
lus.       This  Dog  belonged  to  a  Tumbler,  "^|^f 
who  adted  the  Farce  of  a  Pofture-Mafter, 
and  the  Dog  alfo  played  a  Part.    Amongft  other  Tricks^ 
he  was  commanded  to  feign  himfelf  dead  for  a  Space  of 
Time,  by  reafon  of  eating  fome  poifonous  Drug.     After 

I  Plutarch,  de  Solertia  Ammaliumi  c.  i9. 

I  he 
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he  had  fwallowed  a  Piece  of  Bread,  which  was  pretended 
to  be  this  Drug,  he  began  foon  to  tremble  and  ftagger, 
as  if  he  had  been  afloniihed ;  and  at  laft,  ftretching  him- 
felf  out  on  the  Ground,  and  appearing  Stone-dead,  he 
fuffered  himfclf  to  be  dragged  from  one  Place  to  another^ 
as  theBufincfs  of  the  Farce  required  5  and,  when  he  knew 
it  was  Time  for  hime  to  come  to  Life  again,  he  began 
firft  to  ftir  himfelf  very  gently,  as  if  he  was  juft  awaken- 
ed out  of  a  profound  Slumber ;  and,  lifting  up  his  Head, 
ftared  about  him,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  furprized  all  the 
Spedtators. 

The  Oxen  that  were  employed  in  watering  the  Royal 

Gardens  at  Sufa^  turned  certain  great  Wheels 

^^^j^^   to  draw  the  Water,  to  which  Buckets  were 

fl/sufa.      '    hung  (whereof  there  are  many  fuch  in  Lan- 

guedoc)  and  they  were  ordered  to  draw  each 
a  hundred  Turns  a  Day.  They  were  fo  accuftomed  to 
this  Number  %  that  it  was  impoffiblcj  by  any  Force,  to 
make  them  draw  one  Turn  more;  but,  when  they  had 
done  their  Talk,  they  flopped  quite  fhort.  We  cannot 
count  a  Hundred,  till  we  are  in  our  youthful  Years ;  and 
have  lately  difcovercd  Nations  that  have  no  Knowledge 
at  all  of  Numbers. 

It  requires  a  greater  Share  of  Underftanding  to  give 

Inflru6tion  than  to  receive  it.     But  fetting 

uib^t^t'      ^^^^^'  ^^^^  Bemocritus  held  and  proved,  that 

Young  tofing.     we  learn  moft  of  the  Arts  we  have  from  the 

other  Animals,  as  Weaving  and  Sewing  from 
the  Spider,  Building  from  the  Swallow,  Mufic  from  the 
Swan  and  the  Nightingale,  and  the  Ufe  of  Medicine 
from  feveral  of  the  Animals,  by  imitating  them  :  Ari-, 
fiotU  is  of  Opinion,  that  the  Nightingales  fpend  a  great 
deal  of  Time  and  Pains  in  teaching  their  Young  to  fing  \ 
and  that  to  this  'tis  owing,  that  thofe  which  we  breed  up 
in  Cages,  that  have  not  had  Time  to  learn  of  their  Dams, 
want  much  of  the  Grace  of  their  Singing.  From  hence 
we  may  judge,  that  they  improve  by  Difciplinc  and 
Study  :  And,  even  amongft  the  wild  Ones,  'tis  not  every 
one  alike,  fince  each  takes  its  Learning  according  to  its 

*  Platarch.  de  Solatia  Aiiiin«iiuiny  d,  20. 

Capa- 
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Capacity  :  And  fo  jealous  arc  they  one  of  another,  whtlft 
learning,  that  they  emulate  one  another,  and  contend  fb 
iiirioufly,  that  the  Vanquifhed  drops  down  dead  for  want 
of  Breath,  rather  than  Voice.  The  younger  Nightin^ 
gales  ruminate,  are  pcnfive,  and  begin  with  the  Imiu- 
tion  oiF  fomc  Staves :  The  Scholar  liftcns  to  his  Mafter^s 
Inllrudlion,  ind  follows  it  very  carefully.  They  arc  fi- 
Jent  by  Turns  :  One  may  hear  Faults  correded,  and  ob- 
fervc  fome  Reproofs  by  the  Teacher. 

I  have  fortfterly  fccn,  fays  ArrivSy  an  Elephant  having 
a  Cymbal  hung  at  each  Leg,  and  another 
at  his  Head,  at  the  Sound  erf  which  all  the  jS'iJ.'*" 
others  danced  taund  him,  rifing  and  falling   fiance  to  Mu/k. 
at  certain  Cadiences,  according  as  they  were 
guided  by  the  Inftrumcnt ;  and  the  Harmony  was  de- 
lightful.    At  the  Spcftacles  of  Romey  it  was  common  to 
fee  Elephants  trained  up  to  move  and  dance  to  Vocal 
Mufic,  and  fuch  Dances  too,  wherein  were  fuch  Figur- 
ings  in  and  out,  fuch  Croflings,  and  fuch  a  Variety  of 
Steps,  as  were  very  difficult  to  learn.    vA.nd  fome  have 
been  known  to  prafbife  their  Lefibns  in  private  by  them- 
(elves  with  great  Care  and  Study,  that  they  might  not 
be  chid  and  correftcd  by  their  Keepers '. 

But  this  other  Story  of  a  Magpye,  for  which  we  have 
Ae  Authority  of  Phtarcb "  himfdf,  is  very     .  ^^. 
ftrange. '    This  Bird,  which  was  in  a  Barber's    Magtm  tUi 
Shop  at  Rome  J  imitated  with  her  Voice  every   imtatid  tU 
Thing  that  fhe  heard,  to  a  Degree  that  was    ^i«*^  rf  « 
miraculous.    It  happened  one  Day  that  fome   '^^'"^^ 
Trumpets  were  founded  a  good  while  before  the  Shop : 
After  that,  and  all  the  next  Day,  Mag  was  very  pen- 
five,  quite  mute,  and  melancholy;  which  every  body 
wcxidered  at,  and  believed  that  the  Sound  of  the  Trum- 
pets had  totally  ftupified  and  ftunned  it,  and  that  her 
Voice  and  her  Hearing  were  both  gone  together.     But 
it  appeared,  iat  length,  that  it  had.  been  in  a  jprofound 
Meditation,  itdd  mufing  all  the  while  within  itfelf,  how 
to  txercifb  and  prepare  its  Voite  to  imitate  the  Sound  of 

*  P%  Siffihns  the  fame  Thine,  Nat.  IM.  lib.  viii.  c.  3. 
"PluUrch.  dc  Sokrtia  Animwam,  c.  18. 

I  thofe 
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thofe  Trumpets^  fo  thac  the  firft  EiTay  it  made  was.p^r* 
feftly  to  imitate  their  Repetitions,  Stops,  and,  Changes  ; 
and  this  new  Leilbn  made  it  quit  and  defpife  all  it  h»d 
learned  before. 

Though  it  be  not  quite  in  Method,  which  I  am  fenfi- 
ble  I  do  not  ftriftly  purfue,  nay,  more  in  the  Examples 
I  bring,  than  in  the  reft  of  my  Difcourfes :  I  will  not  o- 

mit  to  produce  this  other  Inftance  of  a  Dog, 
<rhe  Iwvention  which,  Plutarcb  fays,  he  once  faw  aboard  a 
of  a  Dog  to  get  Ship  :  This  Dog  being  unable  to  come  at 
^j^^'f^       fome  Oil  at  the  Bottom  of  a  Jar,  which  he 

*  could  not  reach  with  his  Tongue,  by  reafon 

of  the  narrow  Mouth  of  the  Veflel,  went  and  fetched 
Stones,  and  let  them  fall  into  the  jar  *,  'til  the  Oil  rofc 
fo  high  that  he  could  lap  it.  What  is  this,  but  the  Ef- 
feft  of  great  Subtlety  ?  *Tis  faid,  the  Ravens  6i  Barbary 
do  the  fame,  when  the  Water  they  would  drink  is  too 

low^ 

This  Action  bears  a  near  Refemblance  to  what  is  re- 
ported of  Elephants  by  Juha^  a  King  of 
Of  the  Subtle-   their  Country,  that  when,  by  the  Craft  of 
traih/^Ek'   ^^^  Hunters,  one  of  them  is  caught  in  tjie 
fhams.  deep  Pits  that  are  dug,  and  covered  over  with 

Bufhes  to  intrap  them,  its  Companions  ^ 
haften  with  Stones  and  Lc^  of  Wood  to  enable  him  tx> 
get  out.  But  this  Creature,  in  many  other  Performances, 
difcovers  fuch  a  Meafure  of  human  Capacity,  that,  fhould 
I  give  a  Detail  of  all  the  Fafts,  known  by  Experience, 
I  fhould  eafily  gain  AfTent  to  what  I  have  commonly 
maintained,  that  there  is  a  wider  Difference  betwixt  fuch 
and  fuch  Men,  than  there  is  betwixt  fuch  a  jMan  and 
fuch  a  Beaft.  The  Keeper  of  an  Elephant,  at  a  private 
Houfe  in  Syriay  robbed  him  at  every  Meal  of  one  hatf 
of  his  Allowance.  One  Day  his  Mafter  took  in  his  Head 
to  feed  the  Elephant  himfelf,  and  poured  into  his  Manger 
the  full  Meafure  of  Barley,  which  he  had  ordered  for  his 
Meal.  The  Elephant,  giving  his  Keeper  aa  angry  Ldok, 
feparated  one  half  from  the  other  with  his  Trunk,  and 

»  PlutarcL  de  Solcrtia  Animaliuro,  c.  1 2.        y  id.  ibid.  c.  1 2. 

*  Id.  ibid,  c.  16.  '    ^ 
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thrUft  it  to  one  Side  ^  thereby  difcovcring  the  Wrong 
that  his  Keeper  had  done  to  him.  And  another  having 
a  Keeper,  who  mixed  Stones  with  his  Provender,  to  fwell 
the  Meafure  of  it,  went  to  the  Pot  where  he  was  boiling 
Meat  for  his  own  Dinner,  and  filled  it  with  Alhes^  Thefe 
arc  Fa£ts  of  a  private  Nature ;  but  all  the  World  has 
ieen,  and  knows,  that,  in  all  the  Armies  of  the  Eaftern  Re- 
gions, their  greateft  Strength  conlifted  in  Elephants,  with 
which  they  did  greater  Execution  beyond  Comparifon, 
than  we  do  now  with  our  Artillery,  which  is  ufed  in  a 
pitched  Battle,  as  it  were  in  the  ftead  of  Elephants.  This 
may  eafily  be  fuppoled  by  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  antient  Hiftories. 


Siquidem  T^rio  fervire  fokbant 


AnnihaUj  et  nofiris  ducibus^  regique  Molojfo 

Horum  majore. ,  et  dorfo  ferre  tohortes^ 

Partem  aUquam  belli^  et  euntem  in  pr^lid  turrim  *• 

i.  e. 

The  Sires  of  thefe  huge  Elephants  did  yield 
To  carry  Hannibal  into  the  Field ; 
Our  Gen'rals  alfo  did  thofe  Beafts  beftride. 
And,  mounted  thus,  Pyrrhus  his  Foes  defy'd. 
Nay  more  upon  their  Backs  they  us'd  to  bear 
Caftlcs  with  armed  Cohorts  to  the  War. 

To  be  fure  they  placed  a  very  great  Confidence  in  the 
Fidelity  and  Underftanding  of  thofe  Beafts,  when  they 
pofted  tlj^in  in  the  Van-guard  of  the  Battle,  where  the 
ieaft  Stop,  by  reafon  of  the  great  Bulk  and  Weight  of 
their  Bodies,  the  Ieaft  Fright  that  ftiould  have  made  them 
face  about  upon  their  own  People,  would  have  been  e- 
nough  to  have  ruined  the  whole  Army.  And  thefe  are 
but  tew  Examples  where  it  has  happened,  that  they  have 
fallen  foul  upon  their  own  Troops ;  whereas  we  ourfelves 
break  into  our  own  Battalions,  and  rout  one  another. 
They  had  the  Charge,  not  of  one  fimple  Motion  only, 
but  of  many  different  Things  they  were  to  perform  in  the 

^  Platarch.de  Solertia  Anixnalittiny  c.  12,        ^  Id»ib« 
*  Juv.  Sat.  xii.  c.  ic,  £fi. 

Vol.  II.      '  .N-  Battle, 
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Battle^  as  the  Dogs  of  the  Spaniards  had  when  they  firft 
conquered  the  Indies  %  to  which  they  not  only  ga?ee  Pay, 
but  a  Share  in  their  Spoil :  And  thoie  Animals  fliewed 
as  much  Dexterity  and  Judgment  in  purfuing  the  Vic- 
tory^  and  (topping  the  Purfuit ;  in  attacking  or  retreat- 
ing, when  OcCafion  required,  and  in  the  diflinguillung  of 
iFriends  from  Foes ;  as  they  did  Ardor  and  Fury.  We 
more  admire  and  value  Things  that  are  ftranjge  th^n  thoie 
which  are  common*  I  had  not  elfe  amufed  mylelf  with 
this  long  Regifter.  For  I  fancy,  whoever  will  ftn^y  fi:ni«> 
tinife  into  what  we  commonly  fee  in  the  Animalsi  whicli 
•we  have  amongft  us,  may  there  find  as  wonderful  £f- 
fe£ts,  as  thofe  we  colled  from  different  Ages  and  Coun* 
tries.  'Tis  one  and  the  fame  Nature  that  runs  her  Courie, 
and  whoever  ftall  fufficiently  confider  the  prelent  State 
of  Things,  may  from  thence  certainly  conclude  both 
the  Future  and  the  Paft. 

I  have  formerly  fecn  Men  brought  hither  by  Sea  from. 

Men  that  cam  7^^^  ^^*^^  Gountfies,  whofe  Language  he- 
i>/0  France  '  ^Hg  quite  Unintelligible  to  us,  and,  more- 
from  Foreign  ovcr,  thcir  Mein,  Countenance,  and  Cloaths, 
? w'^^  being  quite  different  from  ours,  who  of  lu 

^^       ^         ^^^  ^^^  think  them    Savages  and  Brutes? 

Who  did  not  impute  it  to  Stupidity,  and 
want  of  Common  Senfe,  to  fee  them  mute,  ignorant  of 
-the  French  Tongue,  ignorant  of  our  Compliments  and 
Cringes,  our  Port  and  Behaviour,  which  mull  by  all 
Means  be  a  Model  for  all  the  human  Race.  All  that 
ieems  llr^nge  to  us,  and  that  we  do  not  underftand,  we  are 
fure  to-condemn  ;  fo  it  happens  to  us  in  the  Judgment  we 
form  of  theBeafts*  They  have  feveral  Qualities  fimilar  to 
ours :  From  thefc  we  may  by  Comparifon  draw  fomc  Con- 
jedure,  but,  from  fuch  as  are  peculiar  to  themfelves,  what 
do  we  know  of  them  ?  Horfes,  Dogs,  the  Black  Cattle, 
Sheep,  Birds,  and  mofl  of  the  Animals  that  live  with  us, 
know  our  Voice,  and  fufFer  it  to  be  their  Guide.  So  did 
Qajjfus  and  Lamfrey  \  which  came  to  him  at  his  Call,  as 

^  This  k  no  more  than  what  feveral  Nations  had  praftifed  long  be- 
fore P//«y,  lib.  viii.  c.  40.    ^Elian.  Var,  Hilt  lib.  xiv.  c.  46. 
^  Flutarch.  de  Solcrtia  Anim.  c»  24* 

i  the 
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llib  Eeb  do  alfo  that  are  in  the  Lake  Aretbufa.  And  I 
have  feen  many  Refervoirs,  where  the  Fifh  run  to  eat  ac 
a  certain  Call  of  their  Feeders. 

■    '"  ■ .  Nomen  babent^  et  ad  magijiri 
^  *  Vocem  quifque  fui  venit  citatus^. 

i.  e. 

They  every  one  have  Names,  and.  One  an  All, 
.  Straightway!  appear  at  their  own  Mailer's  Call* 

Of  thi^  we  are  capable  to  form  a  Judgment.     We  may 
alfo  fay,  that  the  Elephants  have   fome  ^    jnether  E/e* 
Share  of  Religion  ;  forafmuch  a^  after  fe-   f hunts  hav$ 
vcral  Ablutions  and  Purifications,   we  fee   ^Sentimtnts 
theto  lift  up  their  Trunks  like  Arms,  and,   'St' ^^&^^ 
with  th^  Kyes  fixed  towards  the  Riling  Sun;  continue 
a  long  Time,  at  certain  Hours  of  the  Day,  in  Medita- 
tion and  Contemplation,  of  their  own  Accord,  without 
inftru^ioii  or  Command.     But,  becaufe  we  do  not  fee 
any  Thing  like  this  in  the  other  Animals,  we  are  not 
from  thence  to  conclude  that  they  have  no  Religion  ac 
all,  nor  can  we  have  any  Sort  of  Comprehenfion  of  what 
IS  concealed  from  us. 

Yet  we  difcern  fomething  in  this  Tranfaftion  taken 
Notice  of  by  the  Philofopher  Cleantbes^  be-    v^^garka&U 
caufe  it  fomewhat  refembles  what  we  do  our-    /-^^aw  ^a 
felves.     *  He  faw,  be  fays '\  a  Swarm  of  Ants    Sert  of  a  Con- 

*  goipg  from  their  Hill,  with  the  dead  Body  femuiianmxi 

*  of  an  Ant  towards  another  Hill,   from    -^'* 

^  which  many  other  Ants  came  forward  to  meet  them, 

*  as  if  to  con&r  with  them ;  and,  after  having  been  fome 

*  Time  together,  the  latter  returned  to  confult,  you  may 
^  fuppofe,  with  the  Community  of  their  Hilt,  and  fo 
^  made  two  or  three  Journies  to  fiiiifh  their  Capitulation. 

*  In  the  Cohglufion,  thofe  that  came  laft,  brotfght  to 
«  the  firft  a  Worm  out  of  their  Burrow,  as  it  were  for 
«  the  Rtalbm  6rthe£)eceafcd  i  wMcft  Worm  they  firft 
carried  home  on  their  Bkcks,  leavihj^  the  dead  Body  with 
the  othefti'    That  Wasr  the  CohftrufHon  which  Cleanlbes 

^  A/^utial.  lib.  iv.  Ep.  so.  v;  6,i.     ^  ttrn.  l^at  Hift.  lib:  viii.  c  u 
I  Flatardu  dcSolertia  Animal,  c  12.  . 

N  2      '  ■•'  Y^X 
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put  upon  this  Tranfaflion,  by  which  he  would  give  ua 
to  underftand,  that  thofe  Animals  which  have  no  Voice 
have  neverthelefs  mutual  Dealings  and  Communication, 
of  which,  'tis  our  own  Defeft,  that  we  do  not  partici- 
pate, and  for  that  Rcafon  foolifhly  take  upon  us  to  give 
our  Opinion  of  it. 

But  they  produce  other  EfFe6ls  far  beyond  our  Capa- 
city, which  'tis  fo  difficult  for  us  to  attain 
AhttkFifi      jj     Imiution,  that  we  can  hardly  conceive 

that  canjfop  a       >.i        t  •        •  o  i  z^.^- 

Ship  fit  SeM.  of  It  by  Imagination.  Several  are  of  Opi- 
nion, that  in  that  lad:  great  Se^-Fight,  where- 
in Anthony  was  defeated  by  Augujiusy  his  Admiral's  Gal- 
ley was  flopped,  in  the  midft  of  her  Courfe,  by  that  fmali 
Filh,  which  the  Latins  called  a  Rmora^  which  has  the 
peculiar  Property  of  flaying  all  Sorts  of  Veffels  to  which 
it  flicks.  And  the  Emperor  Caligula  ^  failing  with  :a 
great  Navy  on  the  Coafl  of  Romania^  his  fingle  Galley 
was  flopped  on  a  fudden  by  this  fame  Fifh,  which  he 
caufed  to  be  taken  fluck,  as  it  was,  to  the  Keel  of  his 
Ship,  very  angry,  that  fo  little  an  Animal  could  rcfifl 
the  Sea  and  the  Winds,  and  the  Force  of  all  his  Oars, 
by  being  only  faflened  by  the  Beak  (for  'tis  a  Shell-Fi/h) 
to  his  Galley;  and  was  moreover  aflonifhed,  not 
without  great  Reafon,  that,  when  it  was  brought  to  hitn 
in  the  Long-Boat,  it  had  lofl  that  Power. 

A  Citizen  of  Cyzicus  formerly  ^  acquired  the  Reputa- 
AHtd^t'hw     ^^^^  ^f  ^  g^^^  Mathematician,  for  having' 
that  bad  Fort'   learned  the  Property  of  a  Hedge*  hog.     It 
kn(nvledgeof     has  its  Burrow  opcn  in  divers  Places,  and  to* 
aSE      feveral  Winds  j  and,  forefeeing  the  Change' 
iw       (w.      ^£  ^gj^jj^^^  fl-Qpg  ^he  Hole  on  that  Side ; 

which  that  Citizei!  perceiving,  gave  the  City  certain  Pre- 
diftions  to  what  Corner  the  Wind  would  fhift  next. . 

The  Camelion  afTumes  a  Colour  from  "^  the  Place  of  its 
ChoHz*  of  Co-  Situation ;  but  the  Pourcontrel,.  oc  Polypode 
/cur  in  tbt  Fifh,  ^ives  itfelf  what  Colour  it  will,,  accord-  * 
Cametion,  and  ing  as  It  has  Occafion.to  conceal  i^&lf  ftojca 
^FT^tFijh^  what  it  fears,  or  what  it  dcfigns  to  fcize ;  In 
ypoai  ijn.     the  CAmeiibn  the  Change  is  paffivc,  but  in  the 

k  Plim  Nat.  Hift.  Lib.  xxii!  c.  i.    •   '    '     '      .  .  •  . 

IPluUrch.  deSokrtia Animal,  c.  I5..infine.    ^  Id.  ibid,  c  28, 

Pour- 
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Pourcontrel  'tis  adtive.  We  have  fome  Changes  of  Co- 
lour, as  in  Fear,  Anger,  Shame,  and  other  Paflions,  which 
alter  our  Complexions  ;  but  the  Caufe  of  this  is  Suffer- 
ing, as  it  is  with  the  Camelion.  'Tis  in  the  Power  of  the 
Jaundice,  indeed,  to  make  us  yellow,  but  'tis  not  in  the 
Power  of  our  own  Will.  Now,  thcfe  Effefts,  which  we 
difcover  in  other  Animals,  greater  than  thofe  which  we 
ourfelves  produce,  imply  fome  more  excellent  Faculty  in 
them,  which  is  hidden  from  us  ;  as  'tis  to  be  prefumed, 
that  they  have  feveral  other  Qualities  and  Powers,  of 
which  no  Appearances  have  yet  come  to  us. 

Of  all  the  Prediftions  of  Old  Time,  the  moft  ancient^ 
and  the  moft  certain^  were  thofe  that  were  Predunons 
taken  from  the  Flight  of  Birds.  We  have  from  the  Flight 
nothing  like  it,  nor  fo  wonderful.  Such  was  ^  ^^^^^^ 
the  Rule  and  Method  of  moving  their  Wings,  from 
whence  the  Confequences  of  future  Things  were  inferred, 
that  the  Flight  muft  neceflarily  be  guided,  by  fome  ex- 
cellent Means,  to  fo  noble  an  Operation  ;  for  to  attribute 
this  great  Effeft  to  fome  natural  Dircdlion,  without  Un- 
derftanding,  Confent,  and  Reafon,  in  that  which  produces 
it,  is  an  Opinion  absolutely  falfe.  That  it  is  fo,  appears 
from  the  Torpedo,  or  Cramp-fifla,  which  has  this  Quali- 
ty, not  only  to  benumb  all  the  Members  that  touch  it, 
but-even,  thro*  the  Fifliing-nets,  to  tranfmit  a  heavy  StifF- 
nefs  to  the  Hands  of  thofe  that  move  and  handle  them  ; 
nay,  more,  if  Water  be  poured  on  it,  a  Numbnefs "  will 

afcend 

"  Montaigne  would  miflead  us  here,  or»  rather,  is  mifled  hifliTelf ;  for, 
becaufe  the  Cramp-fifh  bcsiumbs  the  Members  of  thofe  who  touch  it,  and 
becaofe  the  Cranes,  Swallows,  and  the  other  Birds  of  Paflage  change  their 
Climate  acconding  to  the  Seafons  of  the  Year,  it  by  no  means  follows,  that 
the  Predi£Uons,  pretended  to  be  derived  from  the  Flight  of  Birds,  are  found- 
ed on  certain  Faculties,  which  thofe  Birds  have,  of  difcovering  Things  fu- 
ture to  fuch  as  take  the  Pains  to  watch  their  various  Motions.  The  viva- 
city of  our  Author's  Genius  has  made  him,  in  this  Place,  confound  Things 
together  that  are  very  different.  For  the  Properties  of  the  Cramp-fifti, 
Cranes,  and  Swallows,  appear  from  fenfible  Effects ;  but  the  Prcdiftions 
faid  to  be  derived  from  the  Flight  of  certain  Birds,  by  Virtue  of  the  Rvk 
and  Method  of  the  Motion  rf  their  Wingi^  are  only  founded  upon  human  Ima- 
ginations, the  Reality  whereof  was  never  proved ;  which  have  varied  accord, 
ing  to  Times  and  Places,  and  which,  at  length,  have  loll  all  Credit  with 
the  very  People  that  were  moft  pofleiTed  with  thc^ :  But  I  am  of  Opinion*' 

N  3  th»x: 
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afcend  from  it  againft  the  Stream,  and  ftupify  the  Senfe 
of  Feeling,  thro'  even  the  Medium  of  Water.  This  is  a 
furprifmg  Power,  but  *tis  not  yfelefs  to  the  Cramp-fifli : 
It  Knows  it,  and  makes  Ufe  oa't  ^  fo  that,  in  order  to 
catch  the  Prey  it  wants,  it  lurks  itfelf  under  the  Mud, 
that  other  Fifhes  fwimmin^  over  it,  (truck  and  benumbed 
with  this  cold  Quality  ot  the  Cramp-fi/h,  may  fall  into 
its  Power. 

The  Cranes,  Swallows,  and  other  Birds  of  Faflage, 
SirJs  tf  ?af  A^ifting  their  Refidence  according  to  the  Sea- 
/agefire/eethe  fons  01  the  Year,  fhew  plainly,  th^t  they 
Changt  of  the  havc  a  Knowledge  of  their  own  Prefcience, 
Se^ifom.  ^^^  pyj  jj  jj^  Pradlice. 

We  arc  aflfured,  by  Huntfmen,  that  the  bell  Way  to 
SUcbitjuJgt  chufe  out  of  a  Litter  of  Whelps  thpit  which 
nvbicb  is  iU  is  fittcft  to  be  prcfcrved,  is  to  leave  it  to  the 
i0f  tbiir  Choice  of  the  Dam,  as  thus  :  Take  them  out 
*^^'*  of  the  Kennel,  a  little  Way,  and  lay  them 

down,  when  the  firft  that  flie  carries  back  will  certainly  be 
the  bed,  as  will  that  alfo  be  which  flie  firft  runs  to  nve, 
if  you  furround  the  Kennel  with  Fire,  as  if  you  intended 
to  burn  it.  By  this  it  appears,  that  they  have  a  prpgnofti- 
cating  Quality ;  which  we  have  not  \  or  that  they  have 
fome  Senfe  to  judge  of  their  Whelps,  which  is  different 
firom,  and  quicker  than  ours. 

The  Manner  of  coming  into  the  World,  of  ingender- 
ing,  nouriihing,  afting,  moving,  living,  and  dying  of 
Bedls,  fo  much  refembling  our  Manner,  whatever  we 
retrench  from  their  Motives,  and  add  to  our  own  Con- 
dition above  theira,  can  by  no  Means  proceed  from  the 
Difcuffion  of  our  Reafon.  For  the  Regimen  of  our  Health, 
the  Phyficians  prefcribe  to  us  the  Beafts  Manner  of  Liv- 
ing, for  our  Imitation ;  for  thb  is  a  common  old  Saying, 

Tenez 

that  M^mmpie  only  nakes  Ufe  here  of  the  Divining  Faculty  of  the  Birds,  to 
puzzle  thofe  Degmaiifts  who  decide  fo  jpofitively,  that  the  Animals  have  nei- 
ther Reaibn  nor  Intelled :  In  this  he  has  imitated  SextttsEmfirieuSf  in  Pjrr. 
Hmt,  lib.  i.  c.  14.  p.  16.  whot  attacking  the  D^gmatifts  on  this  very  Ar- 
ticle, iays  exprdsly,  <  That  it  can't  be  denied,  that  the  Birds  have  die  Ufe 
'  of  Speech,  and  more  Penetration  than  we  have ;  becaufe,  not  only  by 
'  their  Knowledge  of  die  prefent,  but  alio  of  Things  future,  diey  difeover 

•  the  latter,  to  &h  as  are  c^>able  of  underftanding  them,  by  their  Voice,- 

*  M^d  Several  other  Means.' 
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Tiftez  ebonies  les  pieds  et  la  tejit ; 
ylfo  demeurani^  vivez  en  bejle. 

u  e. 
Keep  Hands  and  Feet  warm ;  for  the  reft. 
Thou  muft  refolve  to  live  a  Beaft, 
Viz.  to  eat  and  drink  no  more  than  will  do  thee  good. 

The  chief  oi  all  natural  Aftions  is  Generation :  We 
have  a  certain  JDifpolition  of  Members  to  that  End,  which 
is  the  moft  proper  for  us  ^  neverthelefs,  we  are  ordered  by 
Lucretius  to  conform  to  the  Gefture  and  Pofture  of  the. 
Brutes  as  the  moft  effe^al. 

more  ferarum^ 
^adrafeiumqui  magis  ritu^  flerumque  putantwr 
Concifere  Mxores :  quiajie  loca  futnere  pojfunt^ 
PeSoriius  pcfitis^  fublatis  femina  lumbis "". 

And  the  fame  Authority  condemns,  as  hurtful,  thoie  in-, 
difcreet  and  impudent  Motions,  which  the  Women  have 
added,  of  their  own  Invention,  to  whom  it  propofes  the^ 
more  temperate  and  modeft  Pattern  and  Pra6tice  of  the 
Beafts  of  their  own  Sex. 

Nam  muUer  prohibet  fe  catuipere  attjue  repugnat^ 
Clunibus  ipfa  viri  Veneremfi  lata  retrallety 
At  que  exojptto  ciet  omni  petlore  ftuSius  ; 
Ejicit  enimfalci  reSld  regione  vidque 
Vomeremy  atque  locis  auertit  fenUnis  iffum  ^. 

If  it  be  Juftice  to  render  to  every  one  their  Due,  the . 
Bcafts  that  fcrve,  love,  and  defend  their  Be-    prstf^tSe 
nefadors,  and  whicli  purfue  and  fall  upon    Juftice  and  £>* 
vStraogers,  and  <hofc  who  ofiend,  do,  in  this,   f«'0'  ^f^^ 
Ihew  a  certain  Appearance  of  our  Juflice,  as    ^'^^A- 
alfo  in  obferving  a  very  juft  Equality  in  the  Diftribution .' 
of  what  they  have  to  their  Young. 

As  to  Friendfliip,  theirs  is,  without  Comparifon,  more 
lively  and  conftant  than  that  of  human  Be-    y^^^  Friend- 
ings.  When  King  Lyfimachus  died,  his  Dog  ftnp  more  tiatefy 
Hyrcanus  lay  upon  his  Bed,  obftinately  re-    mndcoHftemt 
fufing  to  •cat  or  drink ;  and,  on  the  Day  that   J^^^j^  ^ 
his  Mafter's  Corpfe  was  burnt,  ran  out  of  the 

^     •  Imqsxx.  lib,  iv,  V.  1258.  £?r.        p  Idem,  ib,  t*  1163,  Ht. 


184  .  Montaigne'5  Ejfaysy  Book  II. 

Houle,  and  leaped  into  the  Fire,  where  he  was  alfo  con- 
fumed  ^  The  Dog  of  one  Pyrrhus  did  the  like,  which 
would  not  ftir  from  off  his  Mailer's  Bed  from  the  Time 
he  died  ;  and,  wh^n  they  carried  him  to  be  burnt,  fufFcr- 
ed  itfelf  to  be  carriisd  along  with  him,  and,  finally,  leajp- 
cd  upon  the  Pile  where  they  burnt  the  Body  of  his  Maf- 
tcr  '.  There  are  ceruin  Inclinations  of  AfFeftio'n  that 
fomecimes  arife  in  us  without  the  Didates  of  Reafon, 
which  proceed  from  an  accidental  Temerity,  which  fomc 
call  Sympathy  :  Of  this  the  Beads  are  alio  capable  as 
well  as  we.  We  fee  Horfes  contraft  fuch  an  Acquaint- 
ance with  one  another,  that  we  have  much  ado  to  make 
them  eat  or  travel,  when  feparated.  We  obfervc  them  to 
be  fond  of  a  particular  Colour  in  thofe  of  their  own  kind, 
and,  where  they  meet  with  it,  run  to  it  with  great  Joy  and 
Tokens  of  Good- will,  but  have  a  Dillike  and  Hatred  for 
fome  other  Colour. 

The  Animals  make  Choice  in  their  Amours  as  well  as 
the  Animals  we,  and  cull  out  their  Females  :  They  are 
Mcate^cwhitttr  not  cxcmpt  from  Jcaloufies,  and  Malice  that 
i^ava^aia^  ^^  Vehement  and  implacable,  any  more  than 
their  Jmours,  wc  :  Their  Defires  are  either  natural  or  nc- 
as  nviH  as  hu>*  cellary,  as  to  eat  or  drink  ^  or  natural  and  not 
man  Beings.  neceffary,  as  the  coupling  with  the  Females ; 
or  they  are  neither  natural  nor  necelTary,  and  of  this  laft 
fort  are,  in  a  manner,  all  the  Delires  of  human  Beings  : 
They  are  all  fuperfiuous  and  artificial ;  for  one  would 
wonder  to  think  now  little  will  fuffice  Nature,  Jiow  little 
flie  has  left  us  to  defirc  :  The  Cookery  of  our  Kitchens  is 
not  of  her  ordering.  The  Stoics  fay,  that  a  Man  might 
live  upon  an  Olive  a  Day.  The  delicate  Wines  we  have 
are  not  of  Nature's  Prefcription,  nor  the  over-charging 
the  Appetites  of  Love. 

-  neque  ilia 

Magna  prognatum  depofcii  cenfule  cunnutn  \ 

t  i.  e. 

Nor,  when  it  bums  with  its  wildeft  Fire, 
I>oes  it  a  Maid  of  Quality  require. 

*»  Plufeirch.  de  Solcrtia  Anima!.  c.  1 4,       '  Id.  ib.        •  Hor.  lib.  i.  Sat.  2. 

'  Thefc 
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Thefe  roving  Defires,  which  the  Ignorance  of  Good,  and 
a  miflaken  Opinion,  have  infufed  into  us,  are  fo  many 
that  they  almoft  exclude  all  the  natural  ones,  juft  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  there  was  fo  great  a  Number  of  Stran- 
gers in  a  City,  as  to  thrufl  out  the  native  Inhabitants, 
and  extinguifh  their  ancient  Power  and  Authority,  by 
ufurping  and  engroffing  it  intirely  to  themfelves.  The 
Animals  are  much  more  regular  than  we,  and  confine 
themfelves,  -with  greater  Moderation,  within  the  Bounds 
which  Nature  has  prefcribed  ;  yet  not  fo  ftriftly  but  they 
bear  fome  Relemblance  with  our  Debauches :  And,  as 
there  have  been  Inftances  of  Men  that  have  been  hurried 
by  furious  Luft  after  Beafts,  fo  there  have  been  the  like 
of  Bcafts  "who  have  been  fmitten  with  the  Love  of  Men, 
and  admitted  the  monftrous  Love  of  differing  Species  : 
Witnefs  the  Elephant  ^  who  was  Rival  to  Arijtophanes  the 
Grammarian,  when  he  courted  a  Wench  that  ufed  to  fell 
Nofegays  in  the  City  of  Alexandria^  to  whom  the  Ele- 
phant performed  all  the  Offices  of  the  mod  paflionatc 
Suitor  •,  for,  going  thro'  the  Fruit-market,  he  took  fomc 
in  his  Trunk,  and  carried  it  to  her :  He  kept  her,  as  much 
as  pofFible,  in  his  Sight,  and  would  fometimes  run  his 
Trunk  into  her  Bofom,  under  her  Handkerchief,  to  feel 
her  Breafts.  They  tell  alfo  of  a  Dragon  that  was  in  love 
with  a  Maid ;  of  a  Goofe  enamoured  with  an  Infant  in 
the  City  of  Afopby  and  of  a  Ram  that  was  an  humble 
Servant  of  the  Minftrellefs  Glaucia  :  And  we,  every  now 
and  then,  fee  Baboons  violently  in  love  with  Women  : 
We  fee  alfo  certain  Male  Animals  that  are  fond  of  Males 
of  their  own  Species  :  Oppianus  and  others  give  us  fome 
Examples  of  the  Veneration  "  which  Beafts  have  to  their 
Kindred  in  their  Afts  of  Copulation,  though  Experience 
often  (hews  us  the  contrary. 

nee 

^  Plutarch,  de  Solert.  Animal,  c.  i6. 

"  Of  this  there's  a  very  remarkable  Inftance,  which  I  met  with  in  Vairo 
de  Re  Rtifiia^y  lib.  ii.  c.  7.  As  incredible  as  it  may  fecm,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
membered, that,  a  Stallion  refufing  abfblutely  to  leap  his  Mother,  the  Choom 
thought  fit  to  carry  him  to  her  with  a  Cloth  over  his  Head»  which  blinded 
him,  and  by  that  Means  he  forced  him  to  cover  her ;  but,  taking  off  the 
Veil  as  foon  as  he  got  off  of  her,  the  Stallion  furioufly  ruihed  upon  him, 
and  bit  him  till  he  killed  him. 
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nec  babetur  turpejwoenca 

Ferrepatrem  tergo :  fit  equofuafilia  conjux  : 
^afque  creavit^  init  pecudes  caper ;  ipfaque  cujus 
Semine  concepta  eft^  ex  illo  concipii  ales  "*". 

/.  e. 

The  Heifer  thinks  it  not  a  Shame  to  take 

Her  curled  Sire  upon  her  willing  Back  : 

The  Horfe  his  Daughter  leaps.  Goats  fcruple  not 

To  ufe  as  freely  thofe  they  have  begot : 

And  Birds  of  all  forts  do  in  common  live» 

And,  by  the  Seed  they  have  conceived,  conceive. 

As  for  their  milchievous  Subtlety,  can  there  be  a  fuller 
fhe  frnfiintv'  Inftance  of  it  liian  in  the  Mule  of  the  Philo* 
CMS  SuMety  of  fophcT  ^aks ;  which  happening  to  ftumbic 
a  Muk.  ^  i^  ^^^j^  fording  a  Rivulet  with  a  Load  of 

Salt  on  its  Back,  fo  that  the  Bags  were  all  wet,  and  per-- 
ceiving  that  the  Salt  was  thereby  melted,  and  his  Burden, 
isendered  the  lighter,  never  failed  afterwards,  when  it 
came  to  any  Brook,  to  lie  down  in  it  with  his  Load,  till 
his  Mailer,  difcovering  his  Trick,  ordered  him  to  be 
loaden  with  Wool  -,  after  which  the  Mule,  finding  that 
the  fame  Trick  increafed  his  Burden,  inftead  of  lighten- 
ing it,  he  left  it  quite  off  *. 

There  arc  feveral  that  are  the  very  Piftures  of  our  co- 
Animals  thai  vctous  People,  for  they  take  a  vaft  deal  of 
fim  tainted  Pains  to  catch  all  they  can,  and  carefully  to 
nvith  Avarice,   conceal  it,  tho'  they  make  no  Ufe  of  it. 

As  to  Thrift,  they  furpals  us  not  only  in  Forefight,  fo 
Others  that  far  as  to  lay  up  and  hoard  for  the  Time,  but 
ijre  'veryfiw^  they  havc  ilfo  many  Branches  of  Knowledge 
'*5?'  that  are  necefl&ry  for  that  End.     The  Ants 

bring  out  their  Corn  and  Seeds,  and  fpread  them  abroad 
in  the  Sun,  to  air,  refrefh,  and  dry  them,  when  they  per- 
ceive they  begin  to  ftink  and  grow  mufty,  for  fear  left 
they  fhould  corrupt  and  putrify.  But  their  Precaution 
and  Prevention,  in  nibbling  the  Grains  of  Wheat,  furpafs 
all  Imagination  of  human  Prudence  :  Becaufe  the  Wheat 

does 

"^  Ovid.  Mctem.  lib.  x.  Fab.  g.  v.  28,  tS^c.        »  Plutarch,  dc  Solcitit 
AniBiSL^.  c*  15.  et  iElisui.  de  Animal,  lib.  vii.  c.  42.  " 


does  not  always  contimie  ibond  and  dry,  but  grows  fof^ 
diifolvcB,  and  looks  as  it  were  fteeped  in  Milk,  whilft  ic 
haRsns  to  fprout  and  flioot  forth,  for  fear  left  it  fiiould 
run  to  Seed,  and  lo&  its  Nature,  and  the  Property  of  a 
Magazine  for  their  Suhfifience^  they  nibble  off  the  End 
by  which  it  ufually  fprouts. 

As  for  War,  which  is  the  great^ft  and  moft  potnpous  of 
human  Anions,  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  know,    q-i^p^^^ 
whether  we  chufe  it  for  an  Argument  of  fomc   j^^  l^ii^ 
Prerogative,  or,  on  the  contraryi,  for  a  Tcfti-  tf  WuJa^im 
mony  of  our  Weakne&  4nd  IinporfcAion ;  as,   tummBiif^^ 
in  Truth,  the  $ciencc  of  ruinwg  and  killing  "J^,^^ 
one  another,  and  of  deftroyii\g  our  own  Spe-- 
cies,  ha^  nothing  in  it  fi>  tempting  as  to  make  ic  doable 
by  the  Beafts  that  have  it  not. 

" J^^ndo  km 

Fcrtwr  eripuii  vk^m  koy  fuo  nemcre  im^uam 
Exfpiravit  afer  majoris  dentibus  afri  ^  ? 

i.  e. 

Whoever  yet  beheld 

A  weaker  Lion  by  a  ftro^iger  kiU'd  ? 

Or,  in  Foreft,  was  it  ever  known 

That  a  fmall  Boar  dy'd  by  a  mighty  one  ? 

Yet  they  are  not  univerfally  exempt ;  witnefs  the  furious 
Encounters  of  Bees,  and  the  Enterprifes  of  the  Princes  of 
the  two  contrary  Parties. 

■     '  fifpi  duBhus 

Rtgiius  incest  magm  difcordia  metu^ 
Cfintinuoque  ammis  vulgi  el  trepidantia  bttt^ 
Corda  licel  longe  pr^fcifare  *. 

I.  (. 

Betwixt  two  Kings  ftrange  Animofities, 
With  great  Commotion,  often  do  arifc  ; 
When  ftraight  the  vulgar  Sort  are  heard  from  far. 
Sounding  their  little  Trumpets  to  the  War. 

I  never  read  this  Divine  Defcription,  but,  methinks,  I  fee 
a  true  Pifture  of  human  Folly  and  Vanity :  For,  as  to 

thofe 

^  Jttv.  Sat  XV.  V.  160,  lie.  *  Virg.  Georg.  Kb.  iv.  v.  67^  He. 
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thofe  warlike  Preparations  that  fill  us  with  Terror  and 
Aftonifhment,  that  liattle  of  Drums,  Trumpets,  and 
Guns,  and  the  Noife  of  mighty  Shouts  j 

Fulgur  ubi  ad  calum  fe  tolUt^  totaque  circum 
jEre  renidefcit  tellusj  fubterque  virum  vi 
Excitur  pedibus  fonitus^  clamor eque  monies 
l£Ii  rejetlant  voces  adjidera  mundi  *. 

/.  e. 

When  burnifti'd  Arms  to  Heav'n  dart  their  Rays, 
And  the  Earth  glows  with  Beams  of  Ihining  Brafs, 
•    And  trampled  is  byHorfes  and  by  Men, 
So  that  its  Center  even  groans  agen ; 
And  that  the  Rocks,  ftruck  by  the  thundering  Noife, 
Reverberate  the  Sound  unto  the  Skies.  ^ 

this  dreadful  Embattling  of  fo  many  thoufand  Men  in 
Arms,  and  fuch  Fury,  Ardor,-  and  Courage  ;  'tis  really 
pleafant  to  confider  the  many  idle  Occatons  by  which 
War  is  kindled,  and  by  what  trifling  Caufcs 'tis  extin- 
guifhed. 

^-"-^Paridis  propter  narratur  amorem^ 
Cracia  Barbaric  diro  coUifa  duello  ^ 

/.  e. 
Of  wanton  Paris  the  illicit  Love 
Did  Greece  and  ^roy  to  cruel  Warfare  move, 

AH  Afia  was  ruined  and  deftroycd  by  War,  by  reafon  of 
the  Luft  of  Paris.  The  Envy  of  one  fingle  Man,  a  Spite,' 
a  Pleafure,  a  domeftic  Jealoufy,  Caufes  which  one  would 
not  think  fhould  fet  two  Oyfter  Wenches  by  the  Ears,  is 
the  Spring  and  Motive  of  all  this  great  Difturbance.  Will 
we  believe  the  Men  themfelves,  who  are  the  principal  Au- 
thors and  Inftigators  of  fuch  Mifchief  ?  Let  us  then  hear 
the  greatefl,  the  mofl:  vidorious,  and  moH  puifTant  Em- 
peror %  that  ever  was,  with  great  Merriment  and  Inge- 
nuity ridiculing  the  many  Battles  rifqued,  both  by  Sea 
and  Land  ;  the  Blood  and  Lives  that  were  loft  of  half  a 
Million  of  Men  that  followed  his  Fortune  j  and  the  Power 

*  Lucret.  lib.  ii.  c.  327,  ^c.  ^  Horat.  lib,  i,  Epift.  2.  v.  6,  7. 

and 
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and  Wealth  of  half  of  the  World  exhaufted  for  the  Ex- 
pence  of  his  Expeditions. 

*  ^oifutuit  GUxphyrm  Antonius^  banc  mibi  pctnam 
Fulvia  conftituit^  fe  quoque  utifutuam : 

Fulviam  ego  ut  futuam  ?  quidfi  me  Manius  oret 
Padicam^  fa€iam?  non  fuUy  ft  fapiam  t 

Aut  futues  aut  pugnemus  aii ;  ^uidfi  mibi  viid 
Charior  eft  ipsa  mentula  ?  Signa  canani  \ 

(rufc  my  Latin  with  the  Liberty  of  Confcience  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  allow  me.)  Now,  this  great  Body  has  jfo 
many  Afpefts  and  Motions,  as  feem  to  threaten  not  only 
Earth,  but  Heaven. 

^am  multi  Ubyco  volvuntur  marmore  fluHus^ 

Sicvus  ubi  Orion  bybernis  conditur  undis^ 

Vel  cum  fole  novo  denfte  torrentur  arifta^ 

Aut  Hermi  campo^  aut  Lyci^e  flaventibus  arvis^ 

Scuta  Jbnant^  pulfuque  pedum  tremit  excita  tellus  ^ 

/.  e^ 

**  Martial,  lib  x.  Epig.  21.  v.  3,  ^c, 

"^  This  Epigram  was  compofed  by  Auguftus^  but  the  lufcious  Liain  con- 
veys fuch  grols  and  licentious  Ideas,  that  there  would  be  no  Excufe  for 
tranflating  the  Lines  without  foftening  them ;  and  therefore  Faer  Cofia^ 
who  has  inriched  that  Edition  of  Montaigne  (which  is  here  done  into  Englijh) 
with  his  Notes,  has  m^n  this  Frt9€h  Verfion  of  thofe  Lines  by  M.  de  Fon- 
umlle,  in  one  of  his  incomparable  Dialoguts  of  the  Deoii^  which,  though  ths 
Language  is  fo  very  polite,  lets  us  intirely  into  Auguftui\  Meaning. 

Farct  qi^Antoint  tft  charm  de  Glafhirey 
Ftd'vit  a  fis  beaux  jeux  me  nfeut  ajfujtttir. 
Antoine  eft  infidette:  He  bien  doncf  Eft  ce  adire 
^ue  des  fautes  d^ Antoine  on  me  fera  fatir  ? 

Slm-moyf  que  je  ferue  Fuhjief 
A  ce  eomfte  ou  verroit  ft  retirer  i/ers  moy 

Mille  Efoufts  t/ud  JIuisfmUs, 
Aime  moi,  me  dit  ittey  ou  combattons.    Mais  quoy  ? 
Ette  eft  bien  laide  ?  Aliens,  ftnnez  trompettes. 

'Caufe  Anthor^  is  fir^d  with  Ghplnn^t  Charms,  / .    ' 

Fain  would  ms  Fd'via  tempt  me  to  her  Arms  : 

If  Anthony  be  £d(e,  what  then  ?  Muft  I 

Be  Slave  to  FiJvia*s  luilful  Tyranny  ? 

Then  wouJd  a  Aosiknd  wanton,  waipi(h  Wives 

Swann  to  my  Bed  like  Bees  into  their  Hives.  .    . 

^Declare  for  LoVi»  or  War,  fhe  iaid»  and  frown'd ; 

No  Love  1*11  gra»t  ;*  To  Arms  bid  Truflipers  found. 

i  MiifAi.  Ubj  \il  V.  7 1 8,  GTr. 
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As  numerous  as  thcUiyanVfzvts  that  roul, 
W^ea  in  thofe'^Scas  Orhn  does  controul ; 
Or  thick-fet  EsM^i,  ripcn'd  by  Summer's  Ray» 
On  Hermus*  Bank,  or  ftuitful  Lycia ; 
Are  the  bright  Shields  that  in  the  Battles  found. 
And  Troops  of  Horfe,  whofe  Trampling  fliakes  the 
Ground* 

This  furious  Monfter,  with  fo  many  Heads  and  Hands,  is 
ilill  but  feeble,  calamitous,  and  miferable  Man.  *Tis  but 
a  Hillock  of  Ants  difturbed  and  provoked  by  a  Spurn. 

//  nigrum  campis  agmen  K 

i.  e. 

The  black  Army  fallies  out  into  the  Plain. 

A  Puff  of  a  contrary  Wind,  the  Croaking  of  a  Flight 
ef  Ravens,  the  Stumble  of  a  Horfe,  the  accidental  Paf- 
f^ge  of  an  Eagle,  a  Dream,  a  Voice,  a  Sign,  a  Morn- 
ing Mift,  are  any  one  of  them  enough  to  overturn,  and 
lay  him  flat  on  the  Ground.^  Dart  but  a  Sun-Beam  in 
his  Face,  he  is  melted  and  vanifhed.  Blow  but  a  little 
Dull  in  his  Eyes,  as  our  Poet  fays  of  the  Bees,  aod  all 
our  Enfigps  and  Legions,  with  the  Great  Pon^  him- 
felf  at  their  Head,  are  routed  and  crufhed  to  Pieces ;  for 
it  was  he,  if  I  am  not  miftaken  **,  whom  Sertorius  de- 
feated in  Spain^  with  all  thofe  brave  Troops  which  alfo 
ferved  Eumenes  againft  Antigonus^  and  Surena  againft 
Crajfus. 

Hi  motus  animorumj  atqui  b^c  certanuna  tanta^ 
Pulveris  exiguijaStu  comprejfa  quiefanf  *. 

This  mighty  Ferment,  and  thefe  furious  Blows, 
A  little  Duft  difpers'd  will  foon  compde. 

Let 

<  Virg.  iBneid.  lib.  iv.  V.  404. 

''Here  Montaigne  had  Reafon  to  be  a  little  diftniftfiil  of  his  Memory  ; 
for  it  was  not  againft  Pmi^  that  Sirtorius  made  ufi)  of  this  Stra^;ein»  but 
i^[ainft  the  CarmcitanUOii^  a  PbOple  of  ^/ai%  who  Gved  in  deep  Ckves  dug 
in  a  Rock,  where  it  was  ilimffitle  to  force  them.    ZetPhtmxb^  in  U^e  U& 


tsSSertmuSi  c.  6.  [  Virg,  Geoig.  lib,  iv.  v.  86,  87. 


• 
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Let  us  only  flip  our  Bees  after  them,  and  they  will  havQ 
the  Power  and  Courage  to  difperfe  them.  'Tis  frefh  in 
Memory,  how,  when  the  City  of  Tandy ^  in  the  Territory 
of  Xatina^  was  beficged  by  the  Portuguefe^  the  Inha- 
bitants, who  had  Abundance  of  Bee- hives,  put  out  a  greac 
Number  of  them  upon  the  Wall,  and,  ietting  Fire  to  the 
Hives,  the  Bees  fallied  out  fo  furioufly  upon  their  Ene- 
mies, that  they  gave  over  the  Siege,  not  being,  able  to 
ftand  their  Attacks,  and  endure  their  Stings :  And  thus 
their  Vidtory,  and  the  Liberty  of  their  City,  was  owing 
to  this  new  kind  of  Succours,  and  with  fuch  good  For* 
tune  too,  that,  at  their  Return  from  the  Battle,  there  was 
not  a  Jingle  Bee  nriffing  ^  The  Souls  of  Emperors  and  Cob- 
lers  are  caft  in  the  fame  Mould.  When  we  conlider  of 
what  Weight  and  Importance  the  A&ions  of  Princes  are» 
we  imagine,  that  they  are  produced  from  fome  as  weigh- 
ty and  important  Caufes  :  But  we  are  miftaken,  for  they 
are  pufhed  on,  and  pulled  back,  in  their  Motions,  by  the 
fame  Springs  as  we  are  in  ours.  The  fame  Reafon  that 
makes  us  wrangle  with  a  Neighbour,  raifes  a  War  be- 
twixt Princes  ;  and  the  fame  Caufe  that  makes  us  horle- 
whip  a  Foot-boy,  falling  into  the  Breaft  of  a  King,  makes 
him  ruin  a  Province*  They  are  as  eafily  moved  as  we 
are,  but  they  can  do  more.  The  Paffion  is  the  fame  in  a 
Maggot,  as  an  Elephant. 

As  to  Fidelity,  there  is  not  an  Animal  in  the  Creation 
to  be  compared  with  Man  for  Treachery.    Do^s  more 
Our  Hillories  inform  us  of  the  eager  Pur-  f^fkf'*^  ^^^ 
fuits  which  have  been  made,  by  Dogs,  after   ^^' 
thoCc  who  have  murdered  their  Malters.   King  Pyrrbus^ 
paffing  by  a  Dog,  which,  he  obferved,  watched  a  dead 
Man's  Body,  and  hearing  that  he  had  done  fo  for  three 
Days  together,  ordered  the  Corpfe  to  be  buried,  and  took 
the  Dog  along  with  him.     One  Day,  as  he  was  at  a  ge- 
neral Muter  of  his  Army,  the  Dog  happened  to  Ipy  the 
very  Men  that  murdered  his  Mafter,  and,  with  great  Bark- 
ing 

^  Mantoigwh  to  be  iiire^  docs  not  mean,  that  this  Expreffion  fhoold  be 
taken  in  the  literal  Senie ;  for  how  could  he  be  fo  exactly  informed  of  the 
Fate  of  all  thpfe  Bees  ?  Great  Wits  naturally  run  into  Hyperboles :  But^ 
perhaps,  Iflatt be  t6ld,  that  too  fevere  Critics  often  mind TiiSft^* 
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Ing  and  Fury,  attacked  them ;  which  fierce  Accufation 
rouied  a  Revenge  of  this  Murder,  that  was  foon  after  ta^ 
ken  by  a  Courlc  of  Jufficc  .^     The  very  fame  Thing  we 
read  of  the  wife  Hifio^%  Dog,  which,  in  like  manner,  con- 
viAed  the  Sons  of  Ganifter^  of  NaupaSiej  of  having  mur« 
dered  his  Mailer  '•    Another  Dog,  that  was  fet  to  guard 
a  Temple  at  Athens^  perceiving  Sacrilege  committed  by  a 
Thief,  who  carried  away  the  richeft  Jewels,  barked  ac 
him  mod  furioufly ;  which,  however,  not  awaking  the 
Church-wardens,  he  followed  him,  and,  after  Day-break, 
kept  at  a  little  more  Diftance  from  him,  but  without  ever 
lofing  fight  of  him ';  though  the  Thief  offered  him  fome* 
thing  to  eat,  he  would  not  take  it,  but,  to  every  Paflen- 
ger  he  met,  he  wagged  his  Tail,  and  took  whatever  they 
were  pleafed  to  give  him  :   Mean  Time,  wherever  the 
Thief  laid  down  to  fleep,  he  like  wife  ftaid  at  the  fame 
Place.    The  Church-wardens  having  Intelligence  of  this 
Dog,  they  traced  him,  by  inquiring  what  Colour  he  was 
of,  and,  at  lafl:,  found  both  the  Dog  and  the  Thief  at  the 
Town  of  CronyoHy  from  whence  they  brought  back  the 
latter  to  Athens^  where  he  was  punilhed  :  And  the  Judges, 
in  Acknowledgment  of  the  Dog's  good  Office,  ordered  a 
certain  Meafure  of  Corn,  out  of  the  public  Granary,  for 
his  daily  Allowance,  and  that  the  Priefts  ihouid  take  Care 
of  it  *•     Plutarch  relates  this  Story  as  a  certain  Fadt,  and 
as  what  happened  in  his  Time. 

As  for  Gratitude  (for  methinks  we  had  needs  bring 

this  Word  into  a  little  Repute)  this  one  Ex- 

l^tll'%^r'   ample  will  fuffice  for  it,  which  Appion  «  re- 

Lion,      ^       ports  himfelf  to  have  been  an  Eye-witnefe 

of.  '  One  Day,  fays  he^  as  they  were  enter- 
*  taining  the  People  at  Rome  with  the  Plcafure  of  the 
^  Fighting  of  fevcral  wild  Beads,  and  efpecially  Lions 

•  of 

^  Plutarch,  de  Solert.  Anlmaliuniy  c.  12.  ^  liem^  ibid.  "^  Idem, 
ibid.  etiiii£iian. 

*  Aldus  Gdlius  (lib.  v.  c.  14.)  has  tranfmitted  this  Stoxy  to  us,  on  the 
Credit  of  Appion :  A  learned  Man,  /ays  he^  but  whofe  great  Olfcentation 
renders  him»  perhaps,  tog  verbofe  in  the  Narrative  of.  'Hiings,  which  he 
£iys  he  had  heard  or  read:  As  to  this  Pa^l,  Appim  relates,  that  he  was  an 
Eye-witnels  of  it  at  Romei  ^d  Sewca  (Ub.  ii.  c.  19.)  confirms  it,  in  fi>ine 
iicifuit,  by  tfaeie  few  Words  Livnen  injmfblthcatro/fe&aivimus  fui  umtm  # 
W  ^  j|^  ■    bfftittriii 
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^  of  an  unufual  Size ;  there  was  one  amongft  the  rtOit 

*  which  by  its  furious  Afpeft,  by  the  Strength  and  Large- 

*  nefs  of  its  Limbs,  and  by  its  loud  and  dreadful  Roar- 

*  ing,  attradted  the  Eyes  of  all  that  were  prefent.  Among 

*  the  other  Slaves  that  were  brought  to  the  Theatre  iA 
*'  this  Battle  of  the  Beafts,  was  one  Androdus  of  Dada^ 

*  who  belonged  to  a  Roman  Nobleman  of  Confular  Dig- 

*  nity.     This  Lion,  perceiving  him  at  a  Diftance,  firft 

*  made  a  fudden  Stop,  as  it  were  with  a  Look  of  Admi- 

*  ration,  and  then  foftly  advanced  nearer  in  a  gentle  and 
'  peaceable  Manner,  as  if  it  defired  to  be  acquainted 
^  with  him.  This  done,  and  being  now  alTured  that  he 
^  was  the  Man  it  wanted,  the  Lion  began  to  wag  it$ 
'  Tail  as  Dogs  do  when  they  fawn  upon  their  Mafters," 
'  and  fell  to  kifling  and  licking  the  Hands  and  Legs  of 
'  the  poor  Wretch,  who  was  quite  belide  himfelf,  and 
'  half  dead  with  Fear ;  but  being,  by  this  Kindnefs  of 
^  the  Lion,  a  little  come  to  himfelf,  and  having  taken  fo 
'  much  Heart  as  to  look  at  the  Beaft,  and  to  make  much 
'  of  it,  it  was  a  lingular  Pleafure  to  fee  the  Carefles  of 
'  Joy  that  paflcd  betwixt  them.     The  People  breaking 

'  into  loud  Acclamations  at  this  Sight,  the  Emperor 
^  caufed  the  Slave  to  be  called  to  him,  in  order  to  know 
'  from  him  the  Caufe  of  fo  ftrange  an  Occurrence,  and  he 
gave  him  this  ftrange  and  wonderful  Relation  :  **  My 
Mafter,  faid  he^  being  a  Proconful  in  Africa^  I  was 
conftrained  by  his  cruel  Ufage  of  me,  as  he  caufed  me 
to  be  beat  every  Day,  to  fteal  from  him  and  run  a* 
way.  And,  in  Order  to  hide  myfelf  fecurely  from  a 
Perfon  of  fo  great  Authority  in  the  Province,  I  thought 
it  my  beft  way  to  fly  to  the  fandy  and  folitary  Defcrts 
of  that  Country,  with  a  Refolution,  that,  if  I  could  get 
nothing  to  fupport  Life,  I  would  fomc  Way  or  other 
difpatch  it.  The  Sun  being  fo  burning  hot  at  Noon, 
that  it  was  intolerable ;  I  accidentally  found  a  private 

bdtiariis  agnituxn,  quum  quondam  ejus  fiuHet  magifter,  protexit  ab  im- 
petu  befbaruni,  /.  e.  We  (aw  a  Lion  in  the  Amphitheatre,  who,  finding, 
a  Man  there  condemned  to  fight  with  die  Beads,  who  had  formeily  beoi 
his  Mafter,  protefled  him  from  the  Fury -of  the  odier  Beafts. 

Vol.  II.  O  « and 


cc 

<€ 
€C 
€€ 
CC 
CC 
<(. 
CC 
CC 
CC 


• 


cc 

ftC 
•4 


194  Montaigne*^  E^^^i,  !BookII.. 

*'  and  almoft  an  inacceffible  Cave,  into  which  I  went. 
**  Soon  .after,  this  Lion  came  to  it  with  one  Paw  wound*. 
*'  cd  and  bleeding;  and  the  Smart  it  endured,  made  ic 
**  complain  and  groan.     Its  Approach  terrified  mc  very. 
^^  much  *,  but,  no  fooner  had  it  fpied  me  lurking  in  a. 
Corner  of  its  Den,  but  it  came  to  me  very  gendy,  hold** 
ing  up  its  wounded  Paw  to  my  Sight,  as  if  it  begged  my 
AiTiftance.  I  then  drew  out  a  great  Thorn  from  it,  and,, 
gtowing  a  little  familiar  with  it,  I  fqueezed  the  Wound^. 
prefled  out  the  foul  Matter   that  was  gathered  in  it, 
wiped  it,  and  cleanfed  it  in  the  befl  Manner  I  could*. 
*^  The  Lion,  finding  its  Pain  aflwaged,  and  the  Caufe  of 
^^  it  removed,  laid  itfelf  dovfti  to  Reft,  and  flept  all  the* 
•*  Time  with  his  Paw  in  my  Hands.    From  that  Time 
^*  forwards,  the  Lion  and  I  lived  together  in  this  Dea 
*^  three  whole  Years  upon  one  and  the  lame  Diet ;  for,  o£ 
** .  the  Beads  which  it  killed  in  Hunting,  it  brought  ma 
^'  the  bed  Pieces,  which  I  roafted  in  the  Sun  for  Wanc- 
^^  of  a  Fire,  and  then  eat  them.     At  length,  being  quite, 
tired  with  this  brutal  favage  Life,  as  the  Lion  was  gone> 
out,  one  Day,  as  ufual,  in  fearch  of  its  Prey,  I  fet  out^ 
from  its  Den,  and,  on  the  third  Day  after  my  Departure^ 
^'  was  feized  by  Soldiers,  who  brought  me  to  this  City- 
from  Africa^  and  delivered  nie  up  to  my  Mailer,  who* 
prefently  condemned  me  to  die,  and  to  be  expofed  to. 
^^  the  wild  Beads.     And,  by  what  I  faw,  this  Lion  was 
*t  alfo  taken  foon  after,  which  has  now  fhewn  its  Incli* 
^'  nation  to  recompenfe  me  for  the  Kindnefs  and  Cure  it 
**  received  at  my  Hands".    This  was  the  Story  as  it  was 
related  by  Androdus  to  the  Emperor,  and  which  he  alfo 
conveyed  from  Hand  to  Hand  to  the  People.    There- 
fore, at  the  Requeft  of  all  the  People^  he  was  fet  at  Li« 
berty^  and  abfolved  from  the  Sentence,  and  the  Lion 
was,  by  their  Order,  given  to  him  as  a  Prefent.     We  af* 
forwards  law  (fays  jfypion)  Androdus  leading  this  Lion  by 
nothinjg  but  a  String,  from  Tavern  to  Tavern,  a(  RonUy 
dnd  receiving  the  Bounty  of  the  People,  the  Lion  being 
fo  gendc,  as  to  fufier  itfelf  to  be  covered  with  the  Flow** 
ers  that  were  thrown  upon  it^  while  every  o(ie  that  met 
*   '      3  *  than^ 
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them,  cried.  There  goes  the  Lion  that  prdte&ed  thif ' 
Man  \  there  goes  the  Man  that  cured  the  Lion. 

Wfe  often  lament  the  Lofs  of  the  Beafts  that  li?c  love> 
and  fo  do  they  the  Lofs  of  us. 

Tofi  heUator  equus  pojitis  injignibus  JStbofi 
It  lacbrynianSy  gutiifque  bume£iat  grandibus  or  a '. 

I.  e. 

The  Triumph  more  to  grace, 

JSthon^  his  Horfe  of  War,  came  next  in  Place, 
Which,  of  his  Trappings  ftript,  ftiew'd  fuch  Regretj 
That  with  large  Tears  his  hairy  Cheeks  were  wet. 

As,  in  fame  Nations  of  the  World,  Wives  are  in  com- 
mon, and  as,  in  fome  others,  every  Man  has  his  own  in 
Particular,  is  not  the  fame  vifible  among  the  Beafts, 
and  their  Marriages  better  kept  than  ours  ? 

As  to  the  Society  and  Agreement,  which  Nations  form 
amongft  themfelves  to  league  together,  and  ,        ' 

to  give  one  another  mutual  AfTiftance  \  we   /^^^^^^ 
perceive  that  Oxen,  Swine,  and  other  Ani-    Ik^AmmA^ 
mals,  if  any  one  of  them  that  we  offend  crips 
out,  all  the  Herd  or  Flock  of  the  fame  Kind  rua  to  it| 
AfllftancQ, .  and  rally  to  defend  it. 

When  the  Scarc-Fifti  has  *  fwallowed  the  Filhermah's 
Hook,  its  Companions  all  crowd  about  it,  and   ^^^^^^^^  ^^ 
gnaw  the  Line  afunder ;  and,  if  by  Chance  one   $^^fi^ 
be  got  into  the  Leap  or  Wed,  the  others  prc- 
fent  their  Tails  to  it  on  the  Outfide,  which  the  Soara 
holding  fail  with  its  beautiful  Teeth,  is  thereby  difen  • 
gaged  and  drawn  out. 

^  Barbek,  when  any  one  of  their  Companions  is  ham- 
pered^   throw  the  Line  over  their  Backs, 
and  with  a  Fin,  which  they  have  there  in-    J^^ 
dented  like  a  Saw,  they  faw  and  cut  it  afun-   Bar^. 
den 

As  to  the  particular  Offices  which  we  receive  from  one 
another  for  the  Service  of  Life,  there  are   ^^j,,,,,^^  ^^ 
uijany  Inftances  among  them  of  the  Tike  Kind,    fnak  mi  ml 
They  fay  that  the  Whale  never  moves,  but  /^»«^  ^i^- 

'  Virg.  ^neld.  lib.  3^  v.  891 90*    ^  Platarch.  de  Solertia  Animdhiia, 
c.  26.    » Idem,  ]^|^.  L  ijt 
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iw  little  Fifli  like  a  Sea -Gudgeon^  alwa/s  goes  before  ir^ 
whicKls  therefore  called  a  Guide.  This  the  Whale  fol- 
lows, fufFering  itfelf  to  be  led  and  turned  about  by 
it>  as  eafily  as  the  Ship  is  turned  by  its  Rudder :  And,  in 
Reconipence,  as  it  were  for  this  Service,  whereas  every 
other  Thing,  whether  an  Animal  or  a  Veffcl,  which  en- 
ters into  the  dreadful  Gulph  of  this  Monftcr's  Mouth,  is 
inftantly  loft  and  fwallowed  up ;  this  little  Fifh  retires  in- 
to it  with  the  ereateft  Security,  and  there  fleeps,  during 
which,  the  Whale  never  ftirs.  But,  as  foon  as  ever  it 
goes  out,  the  Whale  follows  it,  and,  if  by  Chance  it  lofes 
Sijght  of  its  little  Guide,  it  wanders  up  and  down  in  queft 
of  it,  and  often  rubs  againft  the  Rocks  like  a  Ship  that 
has  loft  her  Rudder.  This  Plutarch  affirnu  he  faw  in  the 
Ifland  of  Anticyra. 

There  is  the  like  Communication  betwixt  that  little 

^';vr«  and  ^^^^^^J  ^^^^  ^  ^  ^t^ti  and  the  Crododile. 

O^odik.  ^     ^^^  Wren  keeps  Gentry  as  it  were  over  thi^ 

great  Animal,  and,  .if  the  Ichneumon,  its 
mortal  Enemy,  approaches  to  attack  it,  this  little  Bird,. 
for  fear  it  fhould  take  the  Crocodile  knapjMng,  by  fing- 
ihg,  and  pecking  it  with  its  Bill,  awakes  and  warns  it  of 
its  Danger.  The  Bird  feeds  on  the  Scraps  left  by  this 
Monftef,  which  admits  it  familiarly  into  its  Mouth,  and 
fufitrs  it  to  peck  in  its  jaws,  and  to  pick  and  eat  the 
Bits  of  Flefh  that  fiick  between  its  Teeth  ;  and,  when 
the  Crocodile  has  a  Mind  to  (hut  its  Mouth,  it  gives  th^ 
Bird  previous  Notice  to  go  out  of  it,  by  clofmg  it  gra- 
dually without  bruifing  or  hurting  it. 

The  Shell-fifh,  called  the  Naker%  lives  alfo  upoa  th& 
fTLiiT  I  ^^^^  ff^od  Terms  with  the  Shrimp,  a  little 

S  ShriL      Animal  of  the  Crab-^fiOi  Kind,  which  ferves: 
'  it  as  Porter,  fitting  at  the  Opening  of  the 

Shell  which  theNaker  keeps  continiuilly  open  and  gaping, 
till  the  Shrimp  fees  fome  little  Fifli  go  into  the  Shell  that 
is  proper  for  their  Prey ;  for  then  it  iijcewife  enters  into  tht 
Shell,  and,  by  pinching  the  Naker  to  the  quick,  forces  it 

tg 

*  Plutarch,  de  Solerda  AtumaL  c.  32.        p  Idemi  ibuL 
<^d.  ibiA.  rt  Cic.  de  Ntt.  DcorAm^lih.  ii.  c.  4!. 
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to  ftut  the  Shell,  where  both  together  devour  the  Preyi 
which  is  thus  imprifoned  in  their  Fort. 

In  the  Manner  as  the  Tunny-fifli  live,   we  obfervei 
their  Angular  Knowledge  of  the  three  Parts   ^^^  ^      ^ 
of  the  Mathematics.     As  to  Aftrology,  they   acquai^ 
teach  it  to  Mankind  5  for,  at  what  Place  fo-   ^ith  the  Mar 
ever  they  are  furprifed  by  the  Winter's  Sol-    ^^f^matics. 
tice%  there  they  Hop,  and  never  ftir  from  it,  till  the 
next  Equinox ;  for  which  Reafon,  Arijlotk  himfelf  rea* 
,  dily  attributes  this  Science  to  them.     As  to  Geometry 
and  Arithmetic,  they  always  form  their  Body  in  the  Fi- 
gure of  a  Cube,  every-where  fquare  %  and  make  up  the 
Body  of  a  folid,  clofe  Battalion,  with  fix  Sides  exaAly 
equal ;  and  then  they  fwim  in  this  fquare  DifpoHtion,  ai 
broad  behind  as  before ;  fo  that  whoever  fees  and  counts 
one  Rank  of  them,  may  eafily  tell  the  Number  of  which 
the    whole  Shoal  confifts,  by  reafon  that  the  Depth  is 
equal  to  the  Breadth,  and  the  Breadth  to  xht  Length. 

As  to  Magnanimity,  it  is  not  eafy  to  produce  an  In« 
ftance  with  a  better  Face  of  it,   than  this    ^^  Mazm- 
Story  of  the  great  Dog,  that  was  fent  from    uimtyf 
the    Indies  to  King  Alexander.     They   firft   ^wlndua 
brought  a  Stag  to  fight  it,  next  a  wild  Boar,    ^^^* 
and  then  a  Bear,  all  which  he  defpifed  and  difdained  to 
ilir  from  its  Place ;  but,. when  he  faw  a  Lion,  he  imxne^ 
diately  rouzed  ^  himfelf,  evidently  mani&fting,  tluit  he 
declared  that  Bead  alone  to  be  worthy  to  ente^  the  Lifts* 
with  him. 

As  to  Repentance,  and  the  Acknowledgment  of  Faults, 
they  tell  of  an  Elephant,  which,  having  killed  ^^ 

its  Keeper  in  the  Violence  of  its  Rage,  was   SSSj^: 
fo  extremely  forry  for  it,  that  it  would  never  .     *  "^ 

eat  afterwards,  and  ftaryed  itfelf  to  Death. 

As  to  Clemency,  we  are  told,  that  a  certain  Tygcr^.thft 
moft  inhuman  of  all  Beafts,  having  a  Kid  ■  frbiCkmHc9\ 
delivered  up  to  him,  fuffercd  two  Days  Hun-    ^^  t^/^^ 

gar,  rather  than  he  ^¥ould  hurt  it  \  and,  on  ^\ 

the  third,  broke  open  the .  Grate  he  was  fhut  in  Jto  fee^ 

«  .  ■ 

'  Plutarch,  de  Solerda  Animal,  c.  29.         '  14  ibid.  c.  31. 
•  Id.  ibid,  c  14,    .     ,         »  Id.  c  10.      , 
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for  fome  other  Pafturc,  being  unwilling  to  fall  upon  thcKid, 
Jiis  Familiar  and  his  Inmate.  And  as  to  the  Laws  of  Fa- 
miliarity and  Correfpondence,  formed  by  Converfation, 
\i  is  a  common  Thing  to  fee  Cats,  Pogs,  and  Hares^ 
jorought  up  t4me  togetner. 

But  what  they  have  experienced  who  have  xnadc  Voy- 
ages, particularly  in  the  Sea  of  Sicily^  as  to 
rhe^anderfid  ^^^  Quality  of  Halcyons,  furpafles  all  hij- 

W^y  man  Thought,  What  JGod  of  Animals  ha* 
*^^^^'  N^Wre  cv'cr  honoured  fo  much  in  their  Hatch- 

ing ",  Bifth,  and  Prpduftion  ?  The  Poets  fay  indeed, 
(hat  one  only  Ifl^nd,  viz.  th^t  of  Delos^  whjch  before  wa? 
floating,  was  fixed  for  the  Purpofc  qf  Latona^s  Delivery  j 
but  God  has  been  pleare4  p  oj-der  th^t  the  whole  Oceai) 
mould  t;e  flayed,  fett}ed,  and  made  finboth  without 
Waves,  without  Winds  or  Rain,  whi}e  the  Halcyon  lay? 
^er  Eggs,  which  is  exaftly  at  the  Winter'§  Solftice,  on 
the  fhortcll  Pay  pf  thp  Ypar  \  fo  that  by  its  Privilege  w? 
have  feven  Days  and  feven  Nights  in  the  very  Depth  of 
Winter,  wherein  we  may  fail  without  any  Panger.  Their 
Females  never  couple  with  any  other  Mate  but  their  own, 
whicht  they  affift  as  long  as  they  live,  without  ever  aban- 
^oning\  if  \  and,  if  it  happens  to  be  weak  and  broken  with 
Age,  tijey  tal^e  it  pn  their  Shoulcjcrs^^  carry  it  ffom  Place 
%o  Place, ^^nd  jerve  it  till  Death. 

But  nd  one  ba$  yet  beep  able  to  attain  tQ  the  Knowr 

Jedge  of  that  wonderful  Architedure,  where- 

.  '*• /^w'Hfrr'f'   with   the   Halcyon    builds  its  Neft  for  it» 

Faortc  of  their     xr  r  \       ^./r  '    r  > 

2f^p^         '    yP^J^gi  nor  to  guefs  at  the  Matter  of  it^ 

Cpmpofition,  Plutarchy  who  faw  and  handr 
lod  mjiny  fif  (hem,  thinks  they  are  conippfed  of  the  fmal) 
Boqcs.  of  feme  Fjfh,  joined  and  bound  together,  apd  in- 
terlaid|  fome  Joi^gways,  and  others  acrofs,  with  the  Ad- 
dition of  Ribs '  and  Hoops  in  fuch  Manner,  that  Ihe 
fbrrtJf  at  laft  9  ronpd  Ycjitl  fit  jq  be  launched  \  and,  wheij 
ih/e  has  qxiite  finiflied  it,  ihe  carries  it  to  the  Waih  of  the 
Beaoh,  where,  the  Sea  beating  gently  againfl  it,  (he  15 
|bwby  wablc4  td  difcpver  any  Part  that  is  not  well  join- 
fici,  aiid  to  (irengthen  fpch  Parts  as  are  leaky,  and  opei^ 
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at  die  JSeatjng  of  the  Waves ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  whac 
is  well  joined,  is  fo  dofed  and  knit  together,  by  the  Beat- 
ing of  the  Waves,  that  it  is  not  to  be  broke,  loofened,  t>r 
damaged,  without  very  great  Difficulty,  by  the  ftrongeft 
Blows,  either  of  Stone  or  Iron.     And  what  is  mod  of  all 
to  be  admired,  is  the  Proportion  and  Figure  of  the  Ca- 
vity within ;  for  it  is  put  together,  and  proportioned,  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  cannot  poflTibly  receive  or  admit 
any  Thing  but  the  Bird  which  built  it,  it  being  to  any 
Thing  elfe  fo  impenetrably  clofe  and  (hut,  that  not  even 
'  the  Water  of  the  Sea  can  enter  it.     Thus  you  have  had 
A  very  clear  Defcription  of  this  Building,  and  from  a 
|;ood  Authority  ;  and  yet,  methinks,  it  does  not  give  us 
lufficient  Light  into  the  Difficulty  of  this  A-rchitefture, 
Now  from  what  Vanity  can  it  proceed,  that  w«  fliould 
defpife   and  put  a    difdainful  Conftrudtion  upon  Fadts 
which  we  can  neither  imitate  nor  comprehend  ? 

To  purfue  this  Equality  and  Conformity  betwixt  us 
ancH^e  Beafts  a  litde  farther,  the  Privi- 
kie  yf\ich  the  Soul  of  Man  fo  much  boafts,    ^^  rl^/r 
of  Njrmgiftg  every  Thing  it  conceives  to  its    conwum  to  the 
own  Standard,  of  ftrippingall  Things,  that    Beafts,  as  nvell 
come  before  it,  of  their  mortal  and  corpo-    fj  j^^^ 
real  Qualities  •,  of  ranging  the  Things  which    'liJ^fesJhrEx^ 
it  deems  worthy  of  its  Notice,  of  (tripping    ampU^  oadtM 
and  divefting  them  of  their  cgrruptible  Qua-   ^^-^ 
lities,  and  making  them  to  lay  aiide  Thicknefs,  Lengthj^ 
Depth,  Weight,  Colour,  Smell,  Roughnefs,  Smoothncfs, 
Hardnefs,  Softnefs,  and  all  fenfible  Accidents,  as  fo  nia* 
ny  mean  and  fuperfluousVeftments,  to  accommodate  them 
to  her  own  immortal  and  fpiritual  Nature,  fo  that,  while 
I  think  of  Kerne  or  Pjm,  I  imagine  and  comprehend, 
cither  without  the  Ideas  of  Greatnefst  Situation,  Stone, 
Plaifter,  and  Timber  :  This  very  Privikgff,  I  fay,  feem« 
CO  be  very  evident  in  Beafts.     For,  as  a  War-Horfe  aC"- 
cuQx>incd  to  the  Sound  of  Trumpets,  the  Firing  of  Mu& 

?'  uets,  and  the  Buftle  of  Battles,  will  ftart  and  tremble  in 
is^Sleep,  ftretched  out  upon  his  Litter,  as  if  he  was  en* 
gaged  in  Fight  5  'tis  certain,  that  it  has  feme  internal  Con- 
.  ^  P  4         k-  •         ^  -«ption 
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eeption  of  the  Beat  of  a  Drum  without  Noife,  and  of  an 
Army  without  Arms,  wd  without  Body. 

^ippe  videbis  equos  forteSy  cum  membra  jacebanfy 
Infcmnes^  Judare  tamerij  Jptrareque  fd:pey 
Et  quafi  defdbnAfummas  contendere  vires'^. 

i.  e. 

You  ftiall  fee  running  Horfes,  in  their  Sleep, 
Sweat,  Snort,  Start,  Tremble,  and  a  Clutter  keep^ 
As  if  with  all  their  Speed  they  ftriving  were 
The  Vi6kor*s  Palm  proudly  away  to  hear. 

Yhe  Hare,  which  a  Grey-hound  dreams  of,  and  which 
we  fee  him  pant  after  in  his  Sleep,  ftretching  cue  his 
Tail  at  the  lame  Time,  fhaking  his  Legs,  and  perfeftly 
rcprefenting  the  Motions  of  Courfing,  is  a  Hare  with* 
out  Skin,  and  without  Bones. 

Venantumque  canes  in  mollif<epe  quiet e^ 
Jailant  crura  tamen  fubitb^  voce/que  repenti 
MiUuntj  et  crebras  reducunt  naribus  auras^ 
JJt  vefiigiaji  teneant  invent  a  ferarum  : 
Expergefailique^  fequuntur  inania  fape 
Cervorum  fimulacra^  fuga  quafi  dedita  cernant  j 
Bonce  difcujfis  redcant  crroribu^  adfe  ^. 

/.  i. 

'  And  often  Hounds,  whep  Sleep  has  clos'd  their  Eyes, 
.    Will  tofs  and  tumble,  and  attempt  to  rife. 
Snuff,  and  breathe  quick  and  fliort,.  as  if  they  went 
In  a  full  Chace,  upon  a  burning  Scent : 
Nay,  when  awaked,  they  fancy'd  Stags, purfue. 
As  if  they  had  them  in  their  real  View, 
•Till,  having  (hook  themfelves  more  broad  awake. 
They  do,  at  laft,  difcover  the  Mifteke. 

We  often  obferre  the  Houfe-Dogs  fnarling  in  their 
Dreams,  then  barking  and  ftarting  up  on  a  fudden,  as 
if  they  faw  fome  Stranger  at  the  Door ;  which  Stranger, 
all  the  while,  is  altogether  fpiritual  an^  imperceptible^ 

without 
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without  Dimenfion»  without  Complexion,   and  without 
Exiftence. 

Confueta  domi  catulorum  blanda  propago 
Degere^  fape  levem  ex  oculis  volucremque  foporem 
D^cuterCy  et  corpus  de  terra  corripere  inftant^ 
Proinde  quajt  ignot  as  fades  at  que  or  a  tueantur  \ 

i.  e. 

The  fawning  Whelps  of  Houfhold  Curs  will  rife, 
Andj  Ihaking  the  foft  Slumber  from  their  Eyes, 
Oft  bark  and  ftare  at  cv'ry  one  within. 
As  upon  Faces  they  had  never  feen. 

As  to  the  Beauty  of  the  Body,  'tis  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  know,  in  the  firft  Place,  if  we  are  agreed 
in  the  Dcfcription  of  it.     'Tis  probable,  we   Ztas!^'!^ 
hardly  know  what  Beauty  is  in  Nature  and 
in  general,  becaufe  to  our  own  perfonal  Beauty  we  give 
fo  many  diflferent  Forms,  for  which,  were  there  any  natu- 
ral Prefcription,  we  fhould  acknowledge  it  in  common, 
as  we  do  the  Heat  of  Fire ;  but  we  fancy  the  Forms  ac* 
cording  to  our  own  Appetite. 

Turpis  Romano  Belgicus  ore  color  \ 

i.  e. 

As  the  Complexion  of  a  German  Lafi 
Would  be  thought  ugly  in  a  Roman  Face. 

*  The  Indians  paint  Beauty  black  and  tawny,  with  great 

blubber  Lips,  flat  and  broad  Nofes,  and  Ipad  the  Carti- 
lage betwixt  the  Noilrils  with  great  Gold  Rings,  to  make  < 
it  hang  down  to  the  Mouth,  as  aifo  the  under  Lip  with 
great  Hoops  adorned  with  precious  Stones  that  weigh  it 
down -to  the  Chin,  it  being,  with  them,  a  fingular  Grace 
to  (hew  their  Teeth,  even  below  the  Roots.  In  Peru^  the 
longeft  Ears  being  the  moil:  beautiful,  they  ftretch  them 
out  as  much  as  they  can  by  Art :  And  a  Man,  now  liv- 
ing, fays,  that,  in  an  Eajiern  Nation,  he  faw  this  Care  of 
enlarging  the  Ears,  and  loading  them  with  ponderous 
Jewels,  in  fuch  high  Repute,  that  he  did,  with  great  Eaife, 

piit 

f  Lucret  lib.  iv.  v.  995,  tic.       *  Fropert  lib.  ii.  Eleg.  18.  v.  26. 
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put  bis  Arm,  Sleeve  and  all^  thro'  the  Hole  of  an  Ear. 

There  arc  Nations,  elfewherc,  which  take  great  Care 'to 
black  their  TjttCa^  and  hate  to  fee  them  white,  whilft  others 
paint  the^n  red.  The  Women  are  reputed  the  more  beau* 
tiful,  not  only  in  Bifcay^  but  elfe^here,  and  even  m  cer- 
tain frozen  Countries,  as  FUwf  fays  ^»  for  having  their 
Heads  ihaved.  The  Mexicans  reckon  it  a  Beauty  to  have 
a  low  Forehead,  and,  though  they  fbave  all  other  Parts, 
they  nouri(h  Hair  on  their  Foreheads,  and  increafe  it  by 
Art ;  and  they  have  great  Breads  in  fuch  Eftcem,^  that 
fhey  affed  to  give  their  Children  fuck  over  their  Shoul* 
ders :  This  we  Ihould  reckon  a  Deformity.  The  Italians 
like  a  Woman  that  is  fa(  and  bulky  :  The  Spaniards  one 
that  is  lean  and  flender  \  and,  with  us,  one  is  for  a  fair 
Complexion,  ^another  for  a  brown  ;  one  for  foft  and  de- 
licate Limbs,  another  prefers  a  Woman  that  is  ftrong  and 
Inixotn  \  one  requires  her  to  be  fond  and  gentle,  another 
proud  and  ftately :  Juft  fo  is  the  Preference  in  Beauty, 
yrhich  Plato  attributes  to  the  fpherical  Figure,  and  the 
Epicureans  to  the  pyramidal  or  fquare,  for  they  could  not 
worfhip  a  Qod  in  the  Form  of  a  Bowl. 

But,  be  this  as  it  will.  Nature  has  no  more  exempted 
Meftarenot  ^^  ^^"^  ^^^  common  Laws,  in  this  relpeft, 
frivikgfJ,  in  tbai>  the  reft  :  And,  if  we  think  rightly  of 
Pci>ft  o/Beaif'  Qurfclves,  we  (hall  find,  that,  if  there  be.  fonw 
^W  /^  Animals  qot  fo  much  favoured  irj  this  Quali- 
f^^'  ty  as  we  are,  there  arc  others,  and  in  great     * 

^umbe^  too,  that  are  more  fo.  ^  muUis  animalibus  dccare 
v^uifmir  ^  s  I.  i.  Many  Animals  exceed  us  in  Comelinefs, 
p9y^  even  of  the  terreftrial  ones,  our  Com-patriots  :  For  as 
to  tjipfe  of  the  Sea  (fetting  afide  their  Shape,  which  cannot 
pear  aoy  manner  of  Proportion,  'tis  fo  much  of  another 
fort)  we  are  far  inferior  to  them  in  Colour,  Cleannefs, 
^moQthncfsy  pii'pofition  *  and  no  lels  inferior,  in  all  re- 
ipo^Sf  to  thpfe  pf  the  Air.  And,  as  for  the  Prerogative 
Vhkrh  the  Poets  cry  up  fo  much,  Qf  oiir  cre<^  Stature  looHf 
)ng  towards  Heaven,  pur  priginal, 

.^  Nat  Ififtt  lib,  vL  c.  13.         *  §et^tc,  Ep.  124,  (ow^ds  the  End, 
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Pr$naque  cum  fpeSiaiU  animalia  cetera  Urram^ 
Os  bominifublime  dedU^  calumque  videre 
^ujif^  et  trcRos  ad^dera  toUere  vuUus  ^ 

Whilft  all  (he  brutal  Creatures  downwards  bend 
Their  Sight,  and  to  their  Earthly  Mother  tend, 
;    He  fet  Man's  Face  aloft,  that,  with  his  Eyes 
tip-lifted,  he  might  view  the  ftarry  Skies. 

^W  purely  Poetical ;  for  there  are  f^veral  little  Bei^ 
^hich  have  their  Sight  abfolutely  turned  towards  Hea- 
liren^  and  I  aftually  think  the  Faces  of  Camels  and  Of* 
tridges  much  more  raifed  and  ere£b  than  ours.  What  A** 
pimals  are  there  that  have  not  their  Faces  above,  and  in 
Front,  and  that  do  not  look  right  againft  them  as  well  as 
we,  and  that  do  not,  in  their  true  Pofture,  fee  as  much 
of  Heaven  and  Earth  as  we  do  ?  And  what  Qualities  of 
our  bodily  Conftitution,  defcribed  by  Plato  anB  Cicero  % 
niay  not  be  as  eflential  to  a  thoufand  forts  of  Animals  ^ 
The  Beads  that  mod  refemble  us  are  the  mod  deforme4 
i^nd  defpicable  of  the  whole  Clafs :  Thofe  mod  like  to  di, 
\Ti  the  outward  Appearance  and  Make  of  the  Face,  are 
jVfonkeys. 

Simia  quamJimiUsj  turpiJJIma  hejiia^  nohis '/ 

t.  e. 

How  like  to  Men,  in  Vifage  and  in  Shape, 
***  Is,  of  all  Beads  the  mod  uncouth,  an  Ape  ! 

^nd,  as  for  the  Intcdincs  and  vjtal  Parts,  the  Hog. 

Verily,  whep  I  entertain  th^  Icjea  of  any  of  the  humat| 
Species  dark  naked  (ev^n  in  that  Sex  which   j^^  y^  ^^^^ 
feems  to  have  the  greated  Share  of  Beauty)    reafiu  uhioh: 
when' I  confidcr  of  his  Defefts,  what  he  is    'vired  than  ojn 
naturally  liable  to,  and  h}s  Imperfeftions,  I   ^'^^^««^^- 
,  think  we  have  more  re^fon  tp  be  covered  than  any  othej: 

Animal, 

4  Ovid.  Met.  lib.  i^  Fab.  2.  v.  ii^bfc. 

•  By  PhtOf  in  his  Jimaufj  3n4  by  Cicer^^  in  his  Tr9d  di  Natura  Dta* 
np,  hb.  ii.  c.  54.  (^r»  But  this  is  let  in  a  better  Light  by  fome  modem 
Treatiles  of  Anatomy,  where  a  Comparifon  hsis  been  made  betwixt  the  Hu- 
jg^  Body  and  thok  of  feveral  Animals.  rJ  '    ^ 

7  Ennius  apod  Cic,  dc Nat  peoqun,  lib.  i.  c.  39. 
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Animal,  and  are  to  be  cxcufcd  for  borrowing  of  thofe 
Creatures,  to  which  Nature  has  been  kinder,  in  this  rc- 
fpcft,  than  to  us,  in  order  to  drcfs  ourfelves  with  their 
Finery,  and  to  cover  ourfelves  with  their  Spoils  of  Wool, 
Feathe{r*»  Hair,  Silk,  i^c.  For  the  reft,  'tis  <*fcrvablc,  that 
Man  \\  the  only  Animal  whole  Nakednefk  is  ofienfive  to 
bis  own  Companions,  and  the  only  Creature  who  deals 
from  his  own  Species  to  perform  the  Offices  of  Nature. 
Indeed,  'tis  alfo  a  Fad  worthy  of  Confideration,  that  they 
Srho  are  Connoifleurs  in  the  Myfteries  of  Love,  prefcrihe, 
as  a  Remedy  for  the  amorous  Paflion,  and  to  cool  the 
Heat  of  it,  a  free  Sight  of  the  beloved  Objcdt. 

HU  quad  ohjcomas  in  aperto  cerpore  partes 
[         Fiiierat^  in  curfu  quifuit  bafit  amor  *. 

The  Lover,  when  thofe  Nudities  appear 
Open  to  View,  flags  in  the  hot  Career. 

And,  although  this  Receipt  may,  perhaps,  proceed  from 
ipnice  and  cold  Humour,  yet  'tis  a  ftrange  Sign  of  our 
^perfedtion,  that  Habit  and  Acquaintance  (hould  make 
us  out  of  Love  with  one  another.  'Tis  not  Modefty,  fb 
much  as  Art  and  Prudence,  that  renders  our  Ladies  fo 
circumfpedt  as  to  refufe^  us  Admittance  to  their  Clofets 
before  tney  are  painted  and  drefled  for  public  View. 

Nee  Venues  nofiras  hocfaUit^  auo  magis  ipf^e 
Omnia  funmopere  bos  vita  pojljccenia  celanty 
Sluos  retinere  volunt  adjhilloque  ejfe  in  amore  ^. 


Of  this  our  Ladies  are  full  well  aware. 
Which  makes  them,  with  fuch  Privacy  and  Care, 
Behind  the  Scene  all  thofe  Defeats  remove. 
Likely  to  quench  the  Flame  of  thofe  they  love. 

Whereas,  in  many  Animals,  there  is  nothing  which  we 
do  not  love,  and  which  does  not  pleafe  our  Senics ;  fo  that, 
even  fiom  their  Excrements  and  Difchargcs,  we  not  only 

extrad: 
s  Ovid.  d|  Rcmcd.  Amor.  lib.  ij.  v.  33, 3^  *  Lucrct  Ub.  in 
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excrad  Dainties  for  our  Table,  but  our  richeft  Ornaments 
and  Perfumes.  This  Difcourfe  only  concerns  our  com* 
mpu  Clafs  of  Women,  and  is  not  fo  &crilegious  as  to 
comprehend  thofe  divine,  fupernacural,  and  extraordinar/ 
Beauties  that  fhine  amon^  us,  like  Surs  under  a  corpo- 
real and  terreilrial  Veil. 

As  to  the  reft,  the  very  Share  of  Nature's  Favours,  that 
we  allow  to  the  Animals,  by  our  own  Con- 
feffion,  is  very  much  to  their  Advantage:    ^^j/^'''. 
Wc  attribute  to  ourfclves  Benefits  that  are  g^^^u^ 
imaginary  and  fantaftical,  fuch  too  as  are  fu-    nejs^4mdua<ue$ 
ture  and  abfent,  and  for  which  it  is  not  in    ^^  '^^'^-^ « 
the  Power  of  Man  to  be  anfwerable  ;  or  Be-   ^'''^''^'• 
nefics  that  we  falfely  attribute  to  ourfelves 
by  the  Licentioufneis  of  our  Opinion  ;  fuch  as  Reaibn, 
Knowledge,  and  Honour :  And  to  the  Animals  we  leave, 
for  their  Share,  Benefits  that  are  fubilantia],  agreeable, 
and  manifeil,  fu^h  as  Peace,  Reft,  Safety,  Innocence,  and 
Health  \  I  fay.  Health,  which  is  the  faireft  and  richeft 
Prefent  that  is  in  the  Power  of  Nature  to  make  to  u^  ,  vem 
fomuch  that  the  *  Philofophers,  even  the  Stoic^  are  fo  bold* 
as  to  fay,  that  HeracUtus  and  Pherecydas^  if  it  had  bceo 
pofliblQ  for  them  to  have  exchanged  their  Wifijom  for 
Health,  and  thereby  to  have  delivered  themielves,  the 
one  from  the  Dropfy,  the  other  from  the  loufy  Diieafe, 
would  have  made  a  good  Bargain.     By  this  they  fet  the 
greater  Value  upon  Wifdom,  comparing  and  putting  it 
into  the  Balance  of  Health,  than  they  do  in  the  following 
Propofition,  which  is  alfo  theirs.  y 

They  fay,  that  if  C/rr^  had  given  two  Draughts  to  Ulyjfes^ 
the  one  to  make  a  Fool  wife,  and  the  other   ^^^j^^. 
to  make  a  wife  Man  a  Fool,  tHyJfes  ought  ra-  jip  th^J^ 
ther  to  have  chofe  the  laft,  than  to  have  con-    nor  ExcdUnct 
fented,  that  Circe  fliould  change  his  human   '-C^f'  ^^  ^^^ 
Figure  into  that  of  a  Beaft.     -fl^  they  fay,      '^-^^* 
that  Wifdom  itfclf  would  have  Ipoke  to  him  after  this 
manner :  *  Forfakc  me,  let  me  alone,  rather  than  lodge 
•  me  undisr  the  Figure  and  Body  of  an  Afs/    What !  Is 

thift 

'  Piaarci,  in  his  Tnift  of  t&c  Ccm/Bon  i}$nfeftkns^  agaidUd^  Stoics% 
9  8.  gf  ^v/i  Ttanflsujnp* 
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this  Great  and  Divine  'W'ifdom  then  abandoned  by  the 
Philofophers  for  this  corporeal  and  terreftrial  Vail  ?  At 
this  Rate  'tis  not  by  Reafon,  Converfation,  and  by  a  Soul 
that  we  excel  the  Beafts ;  *tis  by  our  Beauty,  our  fair 
Complexion,  and  the  curious  Difpofition  of  our  Limbs, 
for  all  which  we  muit:  quite  give  up  our  Underftpnding, 
cftir  Wifdom,  and  all  the  reft.  Well,  I  approve  this  na- 
tural and  free  Confeflion ;  certainly  they  knew  that  thoft 
Parts,  with  which  we  make  fuch  a  Parade,  are  only  mere 
Fancy.  Though  the  Beafts  therefore  had  all  the  Virtue, 
Knowledge,  Wifdom,  and  Stoical  Sufficiency,  they  would 
(till  be  Beafts,  and  would  not  be  comparable  to  Man, 
wretched,  wicked,  and  fenfelefs  Man  :  For,  in  fine,  what- 
ever is  not  as  we  are,  is  worth  nothing ;  and  a  God,  to 
procure  himfelf  Efteem,  muft  condefcend  to  the  fame,  as 
we  (hall  fhew  anon.  By  this  it  appears,  that  'tis  not  by 
folid  Reafon,  but  by  a  foolifti  and  ftubborn  Pride,  that 
we  prefer  ourfelves  to  the  other  Animals,  and  feparate 
ourielves  from  their  Condition  and  Society. 
■^But,  to  return  to  my  Subjeft,  we  have,  to  our  Shafe, 
Inconftancy,  Irrcfolution,  Uncertainty,  Sorrow,  Superfti- 
tion,  a  SoUicitude  for  Things  to  come,  even  after  oui* 
Lives,  Ambition,  Avarice,  Jealoufy,  Envy,  irregular  Ap- 
petites that  are  raging  and  untameable.  War,  Lying,  Dif- 
'  loyalty,  Dctradtion,  and  Curiofity ;  furely  we  have  ftrange- 
ly  overpaid  for  this  fame  fine  Reafon,  on  which  we  fo  much 
value  ourfelves,  and  for  this  Capacity  of  judging  and 
knowing,  if  we  have  bought  it  at  the  Price  of  that  infinite 
Number  of  Paffions  to  which  we  are  eternally  fubjcdt  5 
unlefs  we  fhall  chink  fit,  as  Socrates  indeed  does,  to  throw 
into  the  other  Scale  this  notable  Prerogative  of  Mart 
over  the  Beafts,  that,  whereas  Nature  has  prefcribed  to  the* 
latter  certain  Seafons  and  Limits  for  Venereal  Pleafure^ 
^  it  has  given  the  Reins  to  the  former  at  all  Hours  and  Oc- 
cafions.  *  Ut  vifium  iegrotisy  quia  frodejt  raro^  meet  f^i£i- 
tniy  melius  eft  mn  adhibere  omninby  ^uim^  fpe.duU^  falutis^ 

in 

^  Xenophontis  AmfjumiienvfA,  lib.  iv.  c.  4.  fed.  12.  Km  {Suiq)  t«V  tmp 
i/uf  K  ffvnj^  (*tXP^  >i^sMC  TttfFtit  ottflp^it.  ^ 

/  Cjc  de  Nat  Dcor.  lib.  iu.  c.  27.  E4ii.Gt«bv.  'z^'' 
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im  Bferum  perniciim  incurrcre:  Sic^  baudfcio^  an  mdimfui^ 
tit  bumano  gtneri  motum  ijlum  cekrem  cogitaiionis^  a^unutu. 
filer tiam^  quam  ratiofiem  vocamus^  quoniam  pejlifera  fuU  mul^ 
tis^  admodumpaudsfalutaria^  non  dart  otnniniy  qmm  tarn  mu* 
nijui  ft  tarn  largi  aari^  i.  e.  As  *tis  better  to  give  no  Wioc 
at  all  CO  the  Sick,  becaufe  it  often  iiurts  them,  and  feldom 
docs  theoi  good,  than  to  expofe  them  to  manifelt  Danger 
in  Hoi)es  of  an  uncertain  Benefit ;  fo  I  know  it  had  been 
better  for  Mankind,  that  this  Quicknefs  and  AcuceneCi  of 
Thought,  which  we  call  Reafon,  had  not  been  given  to 
Man  at  all,  confidering  how  peftiferous  it  is  to  many^  and 
how  few  there  are  to  whom  it  is  ufeful,  than  to  have  been 
Conferred  fo  plentifully  and  liberally. 

Of  what  Advantage  can  we  fuppofe  the  Knowledge  of 
fo  many  Things  was  to  Farro  and  Ariftotle  ?    «.     j. 
Did  it  exempt  them  from  human  Inconve-    ^o^xjm/  ^amM 
niences  ?  Were  they  freed  by  it  from  the  Ca-    us  from  humam 
lualties  that  attend  a  Porter  ?  Did  they  ex-    inconvenUM-^ 
ttaft,  from  their  Logic,  any  Confolation  in   ""* 
the  Gout  ?  Or,  becaufe  they  knew  how  this  Humour  ii|| 
lodged  in  the  Joints,  did  they  feel  it  the  lefs  ?  Did  they  com«  . 
pound  with  Death,  becaufe  they  knew  that  fome  Nations 
rejoice  at  its  Approach  ?  Or  with  Cuckoldom,  by  know- 
ing that  there  is  a  Country  where  the  Wives  are  in  com- 
mon ?  On  the  contrary,  though  they  were  reputed  in  the 
higheft  Rank  for  their  Knowledge,  the  one  amongft  the 
Romans^  the  other  amongft  the  Greeks^  and  at  a  Time 
when  Learning  flpurilhed  moft,  yet  we  have  not  heard  of 
any  particular  Excellence  in  their  Lives  ;  nay,  the  Grc^ 
had  enough  to  do  to  clear  himfelf  from  fome  remarkable 
Blemifhes  in  his.     Have  we  obferved,  that  Pleafure  and 
llealth  are  belt  relilhed  by  him  who  underftands  Aftrolo- 
^g  and  Grammar  ? 

lUitirati  mm  minus  nervi  rigmt  "  i 

U  not  tlf  Illiterate  as  fit 

for  Venu^  Paftime^  aa  the  Wit  °  ? 

And: 

■  Hor.  Epod.  lib.  Ode  8.  v.  17. 

«  Very£tf  fztmi^  ifi«tf|^beUeve/MMM»,  that  fkitli^a||  delicate 
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And  tbat  Shame  and  Poverty  are  not  fo  grievous  to  him  * 
^  others  ?    ^ 

Scilicet  et  morbis^  et  debilitate  carebiSy 
Et  luSlum  et  curatn  effugiesy  et  tempora  vit<£ 
Longa  tibi  poji  bacfato  meliore  dabuntur  "• 

/.  e. 

By  this  depend  on*t,  that  thou  wilt  be  free 
Both  from  Difeafe,  and  from  Infirmity ; 
From  Care  and  Sorrow,  and  thy  Life  (hall  be 
Prolonged  with  a  better  Deftiny. 

In  my  Time  I  have  fecn  a  hundred  Artificers,  and  a 
hundred  labouring  Men  wifer  and  more  hap- 
V^Hr^fT!  py  than  the  Heads  of  the  Univerfity,  and 
S^7i5'  ^hom  I  would  much  rather  refemble.  I 
tht  Ignorant  think  Learning  to  ftand  in  the  fame  Rank, 
lZ-^"^^  '^^  among  the  NecefTaries  of  Life,  as  Glory,  No- 
^'^  *  bility.  Dignity,  or,  at  the  moft,  as  Riches, 

«id  fuch  other  Qualities  as  are,  'tis  true,  of  Service  to 
ife,  but  remotely,  and  more  by  Fancy  than  by  Nature. 
We  ftand  in  very  little  Keed  of  more  Offices,  Rules,  and 
Laws  for  Life,  in  our  Society,  than  are  requifite  for  the 
Cranes  and  Emmets  in  theirs  ;  and  yet  we  fee,  that  they 
behave  very  orderly,  though  without  Learning,     [f  Man 
were  wife,  he  would  value  every  Thing,  in  Proportion  • 
as  it  was  ufeful  and  proper  for  Life.     Whoever  will  take    •* 
a  Survey  of  us,  according  to  our  Aftions  and  Behaviour, 
*ll  find  a  greater  Number  of  excellent  Men  among  the 
lorant  than  the  Learned ;  I  mean,  excellent  in  Virtue 
all  kinds.    Old  Rome  feems,  to  me,  to  have  had  more 
worthy  Men,  both  for  Peace  and  War,  than  that  learned 
Rome  which  ruined  itfelf :  Though,  for  the  reft,  they*^ 
fhould  be  both  equa},  yet  Integrity  and  Innocence  would* 
fall  to  the  Share  oF  Old  Rcme^  for  it  cohabits  pcffeftly     t|i 
well  with  Simplicity.     But  T  leave  this  Difcourfe,  which 
would  lead  me  farther  than  I  am  willing  to  follow;  and 
have  only  this  to  add,  :that  ^tis  only  Humility  and  Sub* 
mifllon  that  can  make  a  compleat  good  Man  :  We  muft 

•  ♦     ■  •  Tinr.  Sat.  mV.  v.  if6,  ffc.  .    ■   '  _ 
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not  leave  it  to  every  Man  to  know  his  Duty ;  it  muft  b^ 
prefcribbd  to  him,  and  he  muft  not  be  fufFered  to  chuic' 
it  by  his  Underftanding,  otherwife  we  fhould,  at  laft, 
fbi^  ourfelves  Duties,  according  to  the  Wcakne6  and 
infinite  Diverfity  of  our  Opinions,  which  would,  as  Rfi^ 
curus  fays,  put  us  upon  eating  one  another. 

The  firft  Law  that  God  gave  to  Man  was  9.  Law  of 
pure  Obedience  :   It  was  a  naked,  fimple 
Command,  wherein  Man  had  nothing  to  in-   5fl2*r^** 

3uire  after,  or  dilputc  j  forafmuch  as  Obe-   ^oS^JkUuu 
ience  is. the  proper  Duty  of  a  rational  Soul, 
that  acknowledges  a  Heavenly  Superior  and  Benefador. 
Ffom  Obedience  and  Submiffion  every  other  Virtue  Iprings, 
as  every  Sin  does  from  Imagination.     And,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  very  firft  Temptation  offered  to  human  Nature 
by  the  Devil,  his  firft  Poifon,  was  infufed  into  us  by  the 
Promifcs  he  made  to  us  of  Knowledge  and  Wifdom,  Te 
Jhall  be  as  Gods^  kruming  Good  and  Evil  p.   And  the  ^ens<^ 
in  order  to  deceive  Ufyjffes^  in  Horner^  and  to  decoy  him  in-  . 
to  their  dangerous  and  deftru6live  Snare,   offered  him  ^ 
Science  for  a  Prefent. 

The  Plague  of  Mankind  is  the  Opinion  of  Wifdom, 
which  is  the  'Reafon  that  Ignorance  is  fo 
much  recommended  to  us,  by  our  Religion,    ^g^^j^- 
as  proper  to  Faith  and  Obedience :  Beware   ^^^  RgUnon! 
^  lefi  artf  Man  fpoil  you  through  Philofophy  and 
vain  Deceit^  aft^  the  Rudime7tts  of  the  World  ''. 

All  the  Philofophers,  of  all  Sefts,  agree   Prtfumption 
in  this.   That  the  Sovereign  Good  conlifts    the  polity  tm^ 
in  the  Tranquillity  of  the  Soul  and  Body  :    b  <f  Human 
But  where  do  we  find  it '?  .  ,     -^''S'* 

Ad  fummutn^  fapiens  uno  minor  eft  Jove^  dives ^ 
Liber ^  honoratusj  pulcbery  rex  denique  regum : 
Pracipue  fanus^  ntji  cam  pituita  molefta  eft ': 

i.  e. 
In  (hort,  the  Wife  Man's  only  lefs  than  Javfj 
I^h>  free,  and  handfome,  nay,  a  King  above 

f  Gen.  lii.  5.         1  Coloft  iL  8.         '  Hor.  lib.  i.  Epift.  i«  v.  106,  tit. 
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'  All  earthly  Kings,  with  Health  fupremdy  Weft, 
•  Except  when  tickling  Phlegm  difturbs  his  Reft, 

It  feems  to  me,  in  Truth,  that  Nature  has  given  us  Pre- 
ftjmption  only  for  the  Confolation  of  our  wretched,  for- 
loth  State.  Tis,  as  Epi£letus  fays,  that  Man  has  notbu^^ 
froperly  his  own^  but  the  Ufe  of  his  Opinions.  We  hanrc 
iWthihg  but  Wind  and  Smoke  for  our  Portion.  The 
Gods* have  Health  in  Eflence,  fays  Philofophy^  and  Sick- 
nefs  in  Intelligence ;  Man,  on  the  contrary^  poiieiies  his 
Goods  in  Fancy,  and  his  Ills  in  EiTence.  We  have  had 
Reafon  to  extol  the  Strength  of  our  Imagination,  for  all 
(jur  Happinefs  is  only  in  Dream.  Hear  the;  Bravado  oi 
this  poor  calamitous  Animal.  ^  There  is  nothing,  fays 
^  Cicero  J  fo  charming  as  the  Knowledge  of  Literature,  of 
^  that  Branch  of  Literature,  I  mean,  which  enables  us  to 
^  difcover  the  Infinity  of  Things,  the  Immenfity  of  Na- 

*  ture,  the  Heavens,  the  Earth,  and  the  Seas :  This  is 

*  that  Branch  which  has  '  taught  us  Religion,  Modera- 
;;r  *  tion,  Magnanimity,  and  that  ha^  refcued  our  Soul  from, 

^  Obfcurity,  to'  make  her  fee  all  Things  above  and  bc- 

^  low,  firft  and  laft,  and  between  both  ^  'tis  this  that  fur- 

**  nifhes  us  wherewith  to  live  well  and  happily,  and  guides 

^  us  to  pafs  our  Lives  without  Difpleafure,  and  without 

*  Offence.*     Would  not  one  think  he  was  defcribing  the 
Condition  of  the  Ever- living  and  Almighty  God  ?  But, 
in  Faft,  there  are  a  thoufand  poor  Women,  in  the  Coun- . 
try  Villages,  whofe  Lives  have  been  more  regular,  more 
agreeable  and  uniform  than  his. 

Deus  ilkfuit  DeuSy  inclyte  Memmi^ 

Slui  primeps  vita  rationem  invenit  eam^  qua 
Nunc  appellatur  Sapientia^  quique  per  art  em 
FluSiibus  e  tantis  vitam  tantifque  tenebris^ 
In  tarn  trdnquilld  et  tarn  clard  luci  kcavit  \ 

i.  e. 

He,  noble  Memmiusy  was  a  God,  no  doubt. 
Who,  Prince  of  Life,  firft  found  that  Reafon  out; 

.  •  Cle.  TuTc.  Qn«ft.  Ub.  i.  c.  26.       t  Lucrrt.  Tib,  v.  v.  8,  ffc. 
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-   Now  Wifdofn  caird  ;  and  byr  fais  Arty  who  did 
:  That  Life  in  Tempefts  to£i'd.  and  Darknefs  hid^ 
'   Place  in  i^  great  a  Calm,  and  clear  a  Light. 

Thcfc  were  very  fine  pompous  Words  ;  but  a  very  flighf 
AccideAt  reduced  the  Undcrftanding  of  this  Man  **  to  rf 
worie  State  than  that  of  the  meaneft  Shepherd,  notwith-^ 
ftanding  this  his  Preceptor  God  and  this  Divine  Wifdbm. 
Of  the  fame  impudent  Stamp  is  that  Preface  to  Democri^ 
tu/s  Book,  I  am  going  to'treat  if  all  Things  "^ .  And  that 
foolilh  Title,  which  Ariftotk  gives  us,  Oftht  Mortal  Gods  *  i 
and  that  Opinion  of  Cbryfippusy  that  Dion  ^  was  as  virtuous 
as  God.  And  my  Seneca  owns,  fay  hy  that  God  gave  him 
Life,  but  that  it  was  of  himfeif  to  live  well ;  which  is  of 
a  Piece  with  that  other  Afiertion  *,  In  virMt  vert  gloria^- 
mur^  quodnon  contingeretj  Ji  id  donum  i  Deoy  non  a  noHs  ha* 
teremnSy  i.  c.  We  truly  glory  in  our  Virtue,  which  would 
Ii6t  be  the  Cafe  if  it  was  given  us  by  God,  and  not  of 
Ourfelves.  This  is  alfo  from  Seneca  %  That  the  Wife  Man 
has  Fortitude  equal  with  God,  but  attended  with  human 
Frailty,  wherein  he  furmourtts  him.  There  is  nothing  fo 
con^mon  as  to  meet  with  Paflagcs  of  fo  much  Prefump- 
tion.  There  is  not  one  of  us  who  would  be  fo  much  of- 
fended at  being  placed  on  a  Par  with  God,  as  to  find 
himfeif  undervalued  by  being  levelled  to  the  Rank  of  the 
other  Animals  ;  fo  much  more  jealous  are  we  of  our  own 
Intereft  than  of  that  of  our  Creator.  But  we  muft  tram- 
ple this  foolifli  Vanity  under  Foot,  and  brifkly  and  boldly 


«  Hm  vmB  LticrHmsy  who,  in  the  VexSet  preoedbg  diis  Period^  ifeaks 
ib  pompoufly  ofEfiatrus  and  his  Do6bine :  For  a  Love*Potiony  that  was 
given  hun  either  by  his  Wife  or  his  Milirefs,  Tq  much  diflurbed  his  itesdbn^ 
Uiat  the  Violence  of  his  Diforder  qnly  aftbrded  hiin  a  few  lucid  kitervab, 
whidi  he  imployed  in  compofing  his  Boc^,  and  at  laA.  nade  him  4dn  hin^ 
ielf.    Eu/kbmf^.Chnmcm, .  .     •   .  ,^ 

^  Qgi  ita  fit  aufus  ordiri  H^ec  loquor  de  umverjis  nihil  excipit  de  qao 
non  profitetur :  Quid  enim  efle  poteft  extra  univeria  ?  Cic  Acad.  QuxfL 
lib.  ii.  c.  23. 

'  Apid  CiceraMm  de  f  inibos  Bon.  et  Mai.  Jib.  11.  c.  1 3.  Cyrenaici  Phi- 
lofophi  non  viderant,  at  ad  cariiun»  eqnom ;  ad  arandum  bovem  ;  ad  in* 
dbigamkuB-ca^ea;  ^iionuuem  ad  duas  res^  ut  ait  Ariitot^es,  intelligefl« 
dttm«t  ^ndaai,  efle  natuxn,  quafi  mortal^m  Deum. 

r  Phomnch  of  the  oonBOoa  Conceptions  of  the  Stoics^  c.  30. 

«  Cic4  de  Nat.  Door.  lib.  iii.  c  36.       ^  £pi&.  jj.  m  fineqL 
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fluke  the  ridiculous  Foundations  on  which  thefe  falfe  Opi* 
nipns  are  founded.  So  long  as  Man  (hall  be  of  Opinion 
thac  he  has  any  Means  or  Power  of  his  own,  he  will  never 
acknowledge  what  he  owes  to  his  Maker.  He  will  reckon  hh 
Qbickens  before  they  are  batched^  as  the  Saying  is  \  we  muft 
therefore  Itrip  him  to  his  Shirt. 

We  will  now  fee  Ibme  noble  Efiefts  of  the  Sioic  Philo^ 
i<H)hy.  PoffidMMS^  being  tormented  with  a  Diieafe  fo  pain** 
ful,  that  it  made  himtwiil  his.Arm  and  gnafh  his  Teeth* 
made  a  Jeft  of  the  Pain  by  crying  out  againil  it,  J'bou  iojt 
$hy  worj  to  a  fine  Purfoje:  For  1  will  not  confefs  tbou  art 
an  Evil  \  He  has  the  fame  Senfe  of  Feeling  as  my  Foot- 
man, but  he  vapours,  becaufe  he  reftrdns  his  Tongue  at 
ieaft  within  the  Laws  of  his  Se6b.  ^  Refuccumbere  non  epor* 
tebat  verbis  gloriantem.  i.  e.  As  he  talked  fo  big,  it  di4 
not  become  him  to  ihrink.  *"  Cameades  vifiting  Jrcefiiaus^ 
whom  he  found  ill  of  the  Gout,  was  going  away  very 
lorry  to  fee  him  in  that  Condition,  when  Arcefilaus  called 
£dm  back,  and,  pointing  both  to  his  Feet  and  his  Bveaff^ 
faid  to  him,  ^bere^s  notbing  that  affeSs  thefe^  ioucbes  tbis. 
This  was  faid  with  a  little  better  Grace  than  the  other,,  for 
he  had  <^  Feeling  of  his  Diftemper,  and  (hewed  that  he 
would  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  it.  But,,  however,  he  was 
Heart-whole,  and  not  call  down  by  it.  The  other  contir 
nued  obilinate,  but>  I  fear,  rather  in  Words  than  .in  Rea- 
litv.  And  Dionjifius  HeracleoteSy  being  a01i£ted  with  a  ve- 
hement Pain  in  his  Eyes,  was  pbligied  to  recede  from 
his  Stoical  Refolutions  ^. 

But  though  Knowledge  fbould  have  the  EfieA,  as  they 
The  EftSs  tf  ^*y>  ^  blunting  the  Point  or  abating  the  St^ 
IgrmoMutn-  Verity  of  the  Misfortunes  which  attend  us, 
ftsMi  t^jhfi  What  does  it  more  than  what  Ignorance  does 
tf  KmvMgt.   ^^Q^  duply  and  clearly  ?    Tjrrbo  the  Phi- 

Ipfopher^ 

•  CSc  Tafc.  Qsaeft.  Ub.  sd.  c.  2;.        ^  Id.  c  13. 

<  Cutn  infenns  us,  that  Ais  GrfffMu^r/ was  very  intimate  wk&  Efiiunui 
and,  l^oonfequencey  dus  cannot  be  he  who  fbundedthe  New  Ac  adbm  y  ; 
SorEfieunu  was  dead  about  60  Years  before  CameaJes^  the  Founder  of  the 
NimfAuiimj^'WU  bom.    Cian  A  Fimbut  Son,  et  Mai.  Lib;  v.  c  31. 

'  Id.  iUd.  CXrvyvfiiys  iUewhere,  that  this  Philofopher,  having  a  Diforder 
in  lUi  KlAaej^tSKimaA^^^  diat  the  Notion  which  he  had  befose  004- 
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\x/hgf^x^  being  in  Danger  to  be  caft  away  in*  a  great 
«Storm  at  Sea,  propofed  no  other  Example  for  the  Imi* 
nation  of  thofe  that  were  with  him,  but  a  Hog  that  was 
on  board,  which  difcovered  no  Fear  at  all  in  the  Storm. 
iPhiloibcrfiy,  when  it  has  faid  all  it  can,  refers  us  to  the 
l^satmples  of  a  WrelUer  and  a  Muleteer,  in  which  Clafs 
of  Ptfricms  we  cohimonly  obferve  much  lefs  Apprehen* 
fitn  of  Death,  Pains,   and  other  Inconveniencies,    and 
more  Conftancy  than  ever  Knowledge  furnifhed  any  one 
withal,  who  was  not  born  and  prepared  to  fufier  them  of 
himfelf  by  natural  Habit.    From   what  Cauie  does  it 
ptDceed  that  we  make  Inciiions,  and  cut  the  tender  Limbs 
of  an  In&nt,  and  thofe  of  a  Horfe,  with  lefs  Refiftance  than 
thofe  of  our  own,  but  from  Ignorance?    How  many 
Fferibns  have  been  made  lick  by  the  mere  Force  of  Ima* 
|;batkMi  ?   We  commonly  fee  Perfons  that  bleed,  purge, 
and  take  Phyfic  to  cure  themfelves  of  Difeafes,  which 
only  afied  them  in  Opinion.    When  we  are  in  want  of 
real  Infirmities,  Knowledge  fupplies  us  from  its  Store. 
That  Colour,  that  Complexion,  portend  fome  Defiuxion  or 
Cartarrh :  This  hot  oeafon  tnreatens  us  with  a  Fever. 
That  Crofling  of  the  Line  of  Life,  in  the  Palm  of  your 
Left-hand,  warns  you  of  fome  remarkable  Indifpoution 
approaching :  In  uiort,  it  makes  a  direA  Attack  upoqi 
Life  itfelf :  That  Sprightlinefs  andjuveiiile  Vigour  cannot 
laft  long :   There  muft  be  fome  Blood  taken  away,  and 
you  muft  be  brought  low,  left  fuch  a  florid  Sute  of  Health 
turn  to  your  Prejudice.    Compare  the  UJk  of  a  Man 
who  is  a  Slave  to  luch  Imaginadons  to  that  of  the  labour- 
ing Man,  who  is  povemed  by  his  natural  Appetite,  mea- 
faring  Things  only  as  they  appear  to  him  at  the  prefent, 
without  Knowledge  and  without  Prognofticatton ;  who 
feels  no  Pain  or  Sicknels  but  when  he  is  really  tormented 
or  difeaiedi  whereas  the  other  has  often  the  Stone  in  his 
Mind  before  he  has  it  in  his  Kidneys :    As  if  it  were  no^ 
Tinie  enough  to  fuiFer  the  Evil  whien  it  comes,  he  anti- 
cipates it  in  Fancy  and  runs  to  meet  it. 
What  I  lay  of  Medicine  may  be  gentrally  exempIiSed 

P  3  in 


Vr+     '  ^  MoNTAiGilE'i  EJfayi^    "     .BobklL 

Jtlan*i  Jc  vi'AX  Other  Sciences.  From  thente  is  <)eiit«d 
liimjoledganem-  that  auicicnt  Opinion  of  the  Philofaphewt  who 
rftkeWetikm/s  made  the  Sovereign  Good  in  the  iUknow>> 
i^l\Je"%e^  '  i«igewient  of  the  Wcakncfe  of  our  Judgment 
r^ffOoojT^'  My  Ignorance  affords  mcaa  much  Room  for 
€irdingio  fimu  Hope  as  Fear,  and  having  no  other  RegUnto 
Pkihfofbers.  f^^  my  Health,  but  the  Examples  o£  ofhersi 
and  of  Events  which  I  fee  eifewhere  on  the  Jike  Qccafioui 
I  find  fome  of  all  Sorts,  and  rely  upon  thofc  wHich  afc  bjr 
the  Comparifon  moft  favourable  to  me.  I  receive  Health 
ivith  open  Arms,  free,  full,  and  intire  •,  and  enjoy  it  with 
a  keener  Appetite,  forafmuch  as  it  is  what  does  morqr 
feldom  accompany  me  than  formerly ;  fo  far  am  £  iioom 
difturbing  its  Repofe  and  fweet  Rdi0i  by  the  Bitterads' 
of  a  new  and  conftrained  Form  of  Life. 

The  Beafts  fhew  us  plainly  how  much  our  Difea&Sy  are 
-..-  .  ,  owing  to  the  Perturbation  of  our  Minds. 
€ftk!^^yand  What  we  are  told  of  the  People  in  £n^,  that 
mndcAufidby  they  die  merely  of  old  Age,  and  that  this  is 
theJgitaikntf  attributed  to  the  Serenity  and  Tranquitlitjr  of 

cur  &«//.  ^j^^  ^jj.  ^^y  j.^g  j^  .    J  ^f^j..|^  j^   ^^^^^   ^^ 

the  Serenity  and  Tranquillity  of  their  Souls,  free  from  all 
Paflton,  Thought,  or  Employment,  that  is  laborious .  or 
unpleafant;  as  People  that  pafs  their  Lives  in  an  admi'* 
nble  Simplicity  and  ignorance,  without  Learning,  with<!» 
tmt  Law,  without  King,  or  any  manner  of  Religion.. 
And  whence  comes  that  which  we  know  by  Experience, 
that  the  moft  ftupid  and  unpolifhed  Boors  are  the  ftrongeft 
and  the  moft  defirable  for  amorous  Exploits,  and  that  a 
Muleteer  is  often  better  liked  than  a  Gentleman ;  if  it  be 
not  that  the  Agitation  of  the  Soul  in  the  latter  difturbs, 
breaks,  and  wearies  his  bodily  Strength,  as  it  alfo  gene* 
r^lly  tires  and  teazes  itfclf  ?  What  is  it  puts  the  Soul  be- 
fides  itfelf,  what  more  ufually  throws  it  into  Madoefs,  but 
its  own  Promptnefs,  Penetration,  and  Aftivity,  and  in 
fhort,  its  own  Power  ?  From  what  is  the  moft  fubtile. 
Folly  derived  but  from  the  moft  fubtile^Wifdom  ?  As 
great  Enmities  fpring  from  great  Friendihips,  and mortal 
Diflcmpers  from  vigorous^Hsalth  ;  fo  do  the  moft  fur- 
prizing  and  the  wildeft  Frenzies  from  the  rare  and  lively 
I  /  Agita- 
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Agitations  of  our  Souls ;  and  there  is  but  a  Hair's-breadth 
betwixt  them  ^.  In  the  Adions  of  Madmen,  we  per- 
ceire  how  exa£Uy  their  Folly  tallies  with  the  moft  viga- 
rous  Operations  of  our  Souls.  Who  does  not  know  how 
indifcernible  the  Difference  is  betwixt  Folly  with  the  gay 
Elevations  of  a  Mind  that  is  uncontrouled,  and  the  £f- 
fefte  of  a  fupreme  and  extraordinary  Virtue?  flato 
fays,  that  melancholy  People  are  the  moft  capable  of 
Difcipline,  and  the  moft  excellent :  Nor  indeed  have  any 
of  them  fo  great  a  Propenfionto  Madnefs. 

Great  Wits  are  ruined  by  their  own  Strength,  and  Vi- 
vacity ^     One  of  the  moft  judicious  and    One  of  tbt  moft 
ingenious  Italian  Poets,  and  the  bcft  formed    excellent  ef  the 
for  the  Air  of  the  true  Poetry  of  the  Ancients    ^^^ff^^ 
than  any  other  Italian  has  been  for  a  long    ij^  J^^  j^^^^ 
Time;  how  is  he  fallen   from  that  pleafant  /onjimeTime 
lively  Humour  that  his  Fancy  was  adorned   ^^«  *^ 
with !  Is  he  not  to  thank  this  Vivacity  of  his   ^'^^'    ' 
for  his  Deftrudion  ?  Is  it  not  that  Light  of  his  which  lias 
blinded  him  ?  Is  it  not  that  exad  and  extended  Ap^re- 
henfion  of  Reafon  that  has  put  him  befides   his    K^a- 
fon  ?  Is  it  not  his  curious  and  laborious  S<;rutiny  into  the 
Sciences  that  has  reduced  him  to  Stupidity  ?  Is  it  not  bi§ 
uncommon  Aptitude  to  the  Exercifes  of  the  Soul  that  has 
deprived  him  both  of  the  Exercife  and  the  Soul  ?   I  wa3 
even  more  vexed  than  forry  to  fee  him  at  Ferrara  in  fo 
pitiful  a  Condition   out-living  himfelf,  forgetting  both 
himfelf  and  his  Works,  which,   without  his  Knowledge^ 
though  before  his  Face,  have  been  publiftied  incorred 
and  deformed. 

Would  you  have  a  Man  healthy ;  would  you  have  him 
regular  and  ftable  •,  muffle  him   up  in  the    Senpility  and 
Darknefs  of  Sloth  and  Dulnefs.  We  muft  be    Stupidity  are 
made  Beafts  in  order  to  be  made  wife,  anc^  accompanied fy 
hood-winkcd  for  the  Sake  of  being  led.  And   ^fj^^^ 
if  any  one  (hall  tell  me  that  the  Advantage 

P  4  of 

*»  Great  Wits  to  Madne(8»  fare,  are  near  ally'd. 

And  thin  Partitions  do  their  Bounds  divide.    Dtydett. 
^  The  famous  Torquaio  Tajfo^  Author  of  the  Poem  intitled  Jcrufahm 
Delivered,  1  cannot  inuigine  howtheTranilatorof  ikb/z^A/^xtf's  EHayscame  to 

•pv>t 
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of  having  a  cold  Appetite  blunted  to  a  Senfc  of  Pain  and 
Misfortunes  draws  this  Inconveniency  after  it,  tliatit  alio 
renders  us  by  Confequence  not  fo  acute  and  delicate  in 
the  Enjoyment  of  Happinefs  and  Pleafure ;  this  is  very 
true;  but  fuch  is  the  Wretchednefs  of  our  Condition,  that 
we  have  not  fo  much  to  enjoy  as  to  avoid,  and  that  ex- 
treme Pleafure  does  not  affed  us  fo  much  as  a  ifght  Grief. 
Segnius  homines  bona  auam  mahfentiunt  ^.  i.  e.  We  are  not  fb 
itnfible  of  perfeffc  Health  as  of  the  lead  Sicknefs. 

— Pungit 

In  cute  vix  fummd  violaium  plagula  corpus j 
^uando  vakre  nihil  quemquam  movet.  Hocjuvat  unum^ 
Sluod  me  non  torquet  lotus  aut  pes ;  catera  quifquam 
Vix  queat  autfanumfe/e  aut /entire  vaUntem  *• 

t.  e. 

The  Body  with  a  little  Sting  is  gricv'd. 
When  the  mod  perfed  Health  Is  not  perceived, 
^his  only  pleafes  !»e  that  Spleen  nor  Gout 
Cither  torment  my  Side  or  wring  my  Foot ; 
^     Excepoag  thefe,  fcarce  any  one  can  tell. 

Or  doa  omnrve,  when  he's  in  Health  and  welL 

Oor  WeU*being  is  nothing  but  the  Privation  of  Evil. 
And,  Unt  this  Reafon,  that  Seft  of  Philofophy  which  has 
moft  cried  up  Pleafure  has  alfo  reduced  it  to  miere  Indo* 
lence.    To  be  freed  from  111  is  the  greateft  Good  that 
Man  can  hope  for ;  according  to  Ennius^ 
'    I^imiiM  horn  efi^  cm  nihil  efi  mali  ^ 
For  that  v^ry  Titillation,  and  Pricking  which  we  find  in 
certain  Fleafures,  and  that  feem  to  raife  us  above  a  mere 
State  of  Health  and  Infcnfibility  -,  that  a£):ive,  moving,  or, 
what  fhall  I  call  it,  itching,  fmarting  Pleafure,  even  that 
only  aims  at  Infenfibility  as  its  Mark.     The  Appetite 
which  carries  us  away  like  a  Torrent  to  the  Embraces  of 

Women^ 

5iit  ArUlh  in  his  Place.    Montfligm  teOs  as,  t^t  he  &w  this  famous  Poet  at 
^irraroi  which  he  could  not  have  fiud  ^  Ariofioj  who,  being  bora  in  I474» 
was  ^  Yean  old  when  Muutu^  came  into  the  World* 
^  Titius  livittSy  lib.  locx.  c  ai* 
•  Stcph.  Boetii  Poemata,  p.  1 1  c.  Un.  xL<— xii.  £^r. 
f  Ennius  apudCicdeFinibus  Bon.  et  MaL  lib.  xL  c  13. 
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Women,  is  merely  to  cure  the  Pain  we  fufier  by  that  hoc 
furious  Paflion,  and  only  demands  to  be  aflwaged  and 
compoied  by  an  Exemption  from  this  Fever.  And  fo  of 
the  reft.  I  fay,  therefore,  that,  as  Simplicity  puts  us  in 
the  Way  to  be  free  from  Evil,  fo  it  leads  us  to  a  very 
happy  State  according  to  our  Kature. 

And  yet  we  are  not  to  imagine  a  State  fo  ftupid  as  to 
be  altogether  without  Senfation.    ¥qx  Grantor  perfeainfitA- 
was  much  in  the  Right  to  controvert  the  In-   hiUp  ndther 
fenfibility  of  Epicurus^  if  it  was  fo  deeply  poffibUmrdM-- 
founded,  that  the  very  Approach  and  Source  A^^- 
of  Evils  were  not  to  be  perceived.    **  I  do  not  approve, 
^^Jays  be^  €ii  that  boafted  Infenlibility  which  is  neither 
<*  poffible  nor  defirable.   I  don't  wifli  to  be  fick,  but,  if  I 
^^  am,  I  ihpuld  be  willing  to  know  that  I  am,  and,  whe- 
^^  ther  Cauftics  or  Incifions  be  made  ufe  of,  I  would  feel 
**  them  ^/*    In  Trwh,    whoever  would  eradicate   the 
Knowledge  of  Evil,  would  in  the  fame  Proportion  cxtir- 

Sate  the  Knowledge  of  Pleafure,  and,  in  Fa6t,  annihilate 
(an  himfelf.  Iftudmbiidolere^  mm  fine  magna  mercedeci^ 
tingit  imrnanitatis  in  animo^  fiuporis  in  corpore  ^  i.  e.' 
This  Infenfibility  is  not  to  be  acquired  without  making 
the  Mind  become  cruel  and  the  Body  ftupid.  Good  and 
Evil  happen  to  Man  in  their  Turn.  Neither  has  he  Trou- 
ble always  to  avoid,  nor  Pleafure  always  to  purfue. 

*Tis  a  very*  great  Advantage  to  the  Honour  of  Igno- 
rance, that  Knowledge  itfelf  throws  us  into 
its  Arms,  when  it  finds  itfelfpuzzledto  fup-  ^^'^y'' 
port  ]us  under  the  Weight  of  Evils  5  for  it  is   ran(r!tojmeB 
then  conftrained  to  come  to  this  Compoficion    tts/mn  the  In- 
to give  us  the  Reins,  and  permit  us  to  fly  in-  J'^^^*  ^  ^^ 
to  the  Lap  of  the  other,  and  to  flielter  our-   ''^* 
felves  by  her  Favour  from   the  Strokes  and   Injuries  of 
Fortune.    For  what  elfe  does  Knowledge  mean,  when  it 
inftruils  us  to  take  off  our  Thoughts  from  the  Ills  that 
prefs  upon  us,  and  to  entertain  them  with  the  RecoUedion 
of  paft  Pleafures :  And  to  comfort  ourfelves  under  pre- 
fent  Affliftions  with  the  Remembrance  of  former  Happi- 
nefs,  and  to  call  to  our  AfliftanceSatisfaAion  that  is  vanifh- 

ed 
t  Cic.  Tufc.  Quseit.  lib.  iii.  c.  6.  ^  Vmi,  ibid. 
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cd  to  oppofe  it  to  that  which  prefles  us.  Levationes  ^egrir 
tudinum  in  avocatione  i  eogitandd  moleftid^  et  revocatione  ad 
iontetnplandas  voluptat&s  ponit  K  If  it  be  not  that  where  its 
Strength  fails,  it  chufcs  to  have  Recourfc  to  Policy,  and 
to  make  ufe  of  a  light  Pair  of  Heels  where  the  Vigour  of 
the  Body  and  Arms  is  deficient  ?  For  not  only  to  a  Philo- 
fopher,  but  to  any  fedate  Man,  who  has  the  Thirft  attend- 
ing a  burning  Fever  upon  him,  what  Satisfa6kion  is  it 
to  remember  that  he  had  the  Pleafure  of  drinking  Greek 
.Wine  ?  It  would  be  rather  making  a  bad  Bargain  worfc. 

Che  ricordarji  il  ben  doppia  la  wna. 

I.  e. 

Whofo  remembers,  all  his  Gains 
Are  that  he  doubles  his  own  Pains, 

Of  the  lame  Stamp  is  this  otlier  Couniel  which  Philo* 
.  fophy  gives,  only  to  remember  the  good 
IftTfi^r  Fortune  ^  paft,  and  to  forget  the  Mortifica- 
Kindiy  Bbi^  tions  we  have  fufFered ;  as  if  we  had  the  Sci- 
lofifhy  to  for-  encc  of  Oblivion  in  our  Power.  A  Piece  .of 
^7roMe.  ^''^      Advice,  this  for  which  we  arc  not  a  Straw 

the  better. 

Saavts ejllaborum prseteritotum  memoria  ^ 

/.  e. 

Sweet  is  the  Remembrance  of  paft  Toils. 

How  ?  Is  Philofophy  that  fliould  put  Weapons  into  my 
Hands  to  contend  With  Fortune,  and  that  (hould  fteel  my 
Courage  to  trample  all  human  Adverfities  under  Foot, 
become  fuch  a  rank  Coward  as  to  make  me  hide  my 
Head  by  fuch  daiftardly  and  ridiculous  Shifts  ?  For  the 
Memory  reprefents  to  us  what  it  pleafes,  not  what  we 
chufe :  Nay,  there  is  nothing  that  fo  ftrongly  imprints 
any  Thing  in  our  Remembrance  as  the  Defire  to  forget 
it.  And  to  foUicit  the  Soul  to  lofe  any  Thing  is  a  good 
Way  to  make  it  retain  it  by  rendering  the  Impreffion  of  it 
the  deeper.     This  isafalfe  Pofttion.  Efifitum  in  nobis  ut  et 

adverfu 

J  Cic.  Tufc.  Qoaeft.  lib.  lii.  c.  i  (f.  ^  Ibid.  c.  i6. 

>  Euripid.  apud  Cic.  dcFinibus  Bon.  et  Mai.  liJ>.  ii.  c.  52. 
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Mi^erfM  qfiafi  p0rpitua  ohlivione  chruamus^  ei  fecunda  jucundi 
€i  fuMitir  memimrimus  '"•  i.  e.  *'  And  'tis  in  our  Power 
.«*  to  bury  all  Advcrfity  as  it  were  in  Oblivion,  and  to  call 
.<««iir  Profpcrity  to  Mind  with  Pleafure  and  Delight.** 
>liK}  ^is  is  true.  ""  Memivi  etiam  q^ua  nolo :  Oblivifci  nom 
jpf^lp  ^Uie  volo.  i.  e.  I  do  alfo  remember  what  I  would 
lioCf  but  I  cannot  forget  what  I  would.  Jnd  whofe  Coum^ 
fills  this?  Hi€  quife  Mnus  fapienUm profit eri  Jit  aufus.  i.  c. 
JWbopnly  durft  profcfs  himfclf  a  wife  Man,  viz.  Epicurus^ 

^i  genus  bmMpum  ingeniofuper avity  et  omn£S 

Fraftrinxit ftellaSy  exorfus  uti  atberiusfol  **• 

/.  e. 

Who  from  Mankind  the  Prize  of  Knowledge  won 
And  put  the  Stars  out,  like  the  rifing  Sun. 

To  have  the  Memory  empty  and  unfurnilhed,  is  it  not  the 
true  arid  proper  Way  to  Ignorance  ? 

Iners  tnalorum  remedium  ignorantia  5/f  ^ 

Ignorance  is  but  a  weak  Remedy  for  Misfortunes. 

We  find  fcveral  fuch  Precepts,  by  which  vfe  arc  allowed 
to  borrow  frivolous  Appearances  from  the  Vulgar,  where 
ftrong  and  vigorous  Reafon  is  of  no  avail,  provided  they 
give  us  Comfort  and  Contentment.  Where  they  cannot 
heal  the  Wound,  they  are  content  to  palliate  and  be^ 
numb  it.  I  believe,  they  will  not  deny  me  this,  that,  if 
they  could  fettle  Order  and  Conftancy  in  a  State  of  Life, 
that  could  maintain  itfelf  in  Pleafure  and  Tranquillity  by 
fome  Defeft  and  Diforder  of  Judgment,  tl^y  would  ap* 
prove  of  it,  and  fay  with  Horace^ 

^ — Pot  are  et  fpargere  flores 

Incipiamj  ^patiarque  vel  inconjultus  baberi  \ 

With  Flowers  crown'd  Fll  take  my  hearty  Glafs, 
Tho*  for  my  Frolick  I  be  deem'd  an  Afs. 

There  would  be  %  great  maay  Philofophers  of  Lycas*^ 
Mind,  who  being  in  all  other  Refpedts  a  Man  of  very 

good 

'^  Euripid.  a^d  Cic  de  Finibiis  Bon.  et  Mai.  lib.  i.  c.  f  7. 
"  Ibid.  lib.  v.  c.  32.  •Lucret  Ub.iii.  v.  ioc6. 
P  SenecCbdip.  Mu  iii.  v.  7.  . ,      ^  Jlor.  ub.  i.  Epift.  v..r.  14, 15? 
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good. Morals,  living  in  Peace  and  Happinefs  in  his  Fa- 
mily, deficient  in  no  Obligation,  either  to  his  Relations^ 
or  Strangers,  and  very  carenil  to  guard  himfelf  from  any 
Thing  that  might  hurt  him,  was,  ncvcrthdefs,  by  fome 
Difordcr  in  his  Brain,  ftrangely  poifefled  with  a  Conceit^ 
that  he  was  perpetually  at  the  Theatre  a  Spectator  of  the 
Sports,  Paftimes,  and  the  befl  of  Comedies ;  and,  being 
cured  of  his  Frenzy  by  the  Phyficians,  he  had  a  great 
Mind  to  have  entered  an  Adion  againft  them,  to  compel 
them  to  reftore  him  to  his  pleating  Imaginations. 


Pol  me  ocddijiisy  amicij 


Nonfervaftis  ait^  cuijic  extorta  voluptas^ 
Et  demptusfer  vim  mentis  gratiffimus  error  \ 


u  e. 


By  Heav'n  you've  kill'd  me.  Friends,  outright» 
And  not  preferv'd  me,  fince  my  dear  Delight 
And  pleafing  trror,  by  my  better  Senfe 
Unhappily  returned,  is  banifh'd  hence. 

A  Madnefs  of  this  fort  poflefled  TbraJHaus^  the  Son  of 
Polydorus  %  who,  conceiting  that  all  the  Vefiels  that  failed 
from  or  arrived  at  the  Port  of  Pyraum^  traded  only  for  his 
Profit,  congratulated  himfelf  on  their  happy  voyages, 
and  received  them  with  the  greatefl  Joy.  His  Brother 
Crito  having  caufed  him  to  be  reftored  to  his  better  Un- 
derftanding,  he  regretted  the  Lofs  of  that  fort  of  Con- 
dition, in  which  he  had  lived  with  fo  much  Glee  and 
Freedom  from  Anxiety.  *Tis  according  to  the  old  Greek 
Verfe,  that  •  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Convenience  in  not  be- 
ing too  wife. 

And  the  Preacher,  In  much  JVifd^m  is  much  Griefs  and  be 

that  increafetb  Knowledge  increafeth  Sorrow  ^ 

Another  Proof  of  the  Weaknefs  of  Philofophy,  is  that 

laft 

^  Hon  lib.  ij.  Epift.  ii.  Y.  I  jS,  ^c. 

'  This  intire  Paflage  is  taken  from  jbhetueuf,  lib.  xii,  near  Ae  End.  Tis 
alfo  in  Pilau's  Var.  Hift.  lib.  iv.  c  25.  where  be  is  called  Th-^us. 
•  Sophocles  in  Ajacc  Mmny^tf,  v,  554.      « Ecdefiaft.  i.  1 8. 
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Uft  Recespt)  to  which  Philofophy  in  g^ne- 
xal  t0ents»  and  which  it  prcfcribc$  in  all  ^/fS^'^ 
Cafes  of  Ncccffity,  viz.  The  putting  an  yfi^^^f 
End  to  the  Life  which  we  cannot  fupport.  Hubicbimgem^ 
^Placit?  Pfire:  Non  placet?  qtuuumque  vis  rmifermHsibg 
ixi.  Pungii  dohrf  vel  fodiaS  fane  i  ft  nudus  £g-,^^ 
CTt  dajugulum:  Sim  teSus  armis  Vulcaniis^  id  nvecMautbLr. 
ifij  ftnrSitudine^  refijte.  i.  e.  Does  it  pleafe  ? 
Be  obedient:  Does  it  not  pleafe?  Go  out  of  it  which 
Way  thou  wilt.  Docs  Grief  prick  thee,  or  even  pierce 
thy  Heart  ?  If  thou  art  naked,  yield  thy  Throat ;  but,  if 
thOu  art  covered  with  the  Arms  of  Vulcan^  that  is.  Forti- 
tude, refift.  And  this  Phrale,  fo  much  in  life  at  the 
Grttk  Feftivals,  Aut  Mat  aut  abeat.  i.  e.  Let  "^  him 
drink  &r  depart ;  which  founds  not  fo  well  in  the  ""  Cicero- 
nian as  in  the  Gafioon  Language,  wherein  the  B  is  changed 
into  an  v. 

Viverefi  reSle  nefcisj  decede  peritis. 
Lufifti  fatiSy  edifti  Jatis  at  que  bibifti : 
Tempus  abire  tibi^  ne  fotum  largius  aquo 
Rideat^  et  fnlfei  lafciva  decentiiis  atas  ^ .    , 

I.  e. 

If  to  live  properly,  thou  doft  not  know. 
Give  Peace^  and  leave  thy  Room  to  diofe  that  do. 
Th^aft  eat»  drank,  and  play'd,  to  thy  Content : 
'Tis  Time  to  make  thy  parting  Compliment. 
I^eft  Youth  whofe  Follies  more  becpme  their  Age, 
Laugfi  thee  to  Scorn^  and  pulh  thee  off  the  Stage. 

What 

^TkefefrftWofds  fiMnl9bcttIiittlMioM^&sMM*»E^7o.  As  to  the 
ftnakaagyforiiMf  PmiffiSJtr^  &c  mt  fitn CmWs Im. Quaeft.  lib«  iL 
cif. 

^  *Tb  in  Amlkttioii  ftom  Cinri^  vkofe  Words  ate  tliefe:  Mibsquidem 
inviimfirvmJm  ndJUhir  Hh  bx  fMT  in  Gr^ttonm  mnvivHs  §btinetwr^  &c, 
Gc.  TNifc.  Qgxft.  &  r.  c  41. 

'TbIiRfiMiikifOiiAe  Gt^fimm  Proaunciiiion,  wUdidiiiies  to  alter  B 
intoVt  Is onI;|r  to  fet ttpUed  to  dieWoid^ifaf,  odierwiieitwonUlnotbe 
VC17  t>it>periy  inteAdsd  here ;  beottfi^  if tlie  B  m 


/  Hot.  lift  iL  EfiiLJi.  T.  S13.  e^r. 
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What  is  this  but  a  Confeffion  *  of  its  Inability,  and  a 
Recourfe  not  only  to  Ignorance  for  a  Shelter,  but  cvea 
to  StujMdity,  Infcnfibility,  aftd  a  Non- Entity  ? 

. Democritum  poftquam  matura  vetufias 

Admonuit  memorem^  mot  us  languefcere  mentis  t 
SpofUafm  letbo  caput  obvius  obtulit  ipjh  \  ^ 

Thus  tranflated  by  Dryien. 

iDmacrituSj  perceiving  Age  invade. 
His  Body  weakened  and  his  Mind  decay'd^ 
Obey'd  the  Summons,  with /a  chearfiil  Face, , 
Made  hade  to  welcome  Death  and  n^t  him  half  tiMSk 
Race. 

•Tis  what  Antiftbenes  faid  ^  *'  That  a  Man  muft  either  b« 
*^  provided  with  Senfc  to  underftand,  or  with  a  Halter 
•*  to  hang  himfelf."  And  whzt  Chy/ippus  alledged  to  thia 

Purpofe  from  the  Poet  Tyrt^euSy  viz. 

De  la  vertu  ou  de  mort  apprccher  ^. 

i.  i. 

Or  to  arrive  at  Valour  or  at  Death. 

And  Crates  faid  %  that  Love  was  to  be  cured  by  Hun- 
ger, if  not  by  Time ;  or,  if  neither  of  thefe  Remedies 
pleafed,  by  a  Halter.  That  Sextius^  of  whom  both  Seneca 
and  Plutarch  ^  fpeak  with  fo  high  an  Encomium,  having 
applied  himfelf  folely  to  the  Study  of  Philofophy,  and 
finding  the  Progrefs  of  his  Studies  too  flow  and  tedious, 
refolved  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  Sea.  He  ran  to  nfcet 
Death,  fmce  he  could  not  overtake  Kno\;«dedge.  The 
"Words  of  the  Law  upon  this  Subjeft  are  thefe :  "  If,  per- 
^^  adventure,  fome  gttat  Inconvenience  happen,  for  which 

«  As  this  is  a  long  Period^  and  as  the  Relation  which  this  PaHage  Hands 
in  fo  that  which  goes  before  it,  is  very  remote,  'tis  here  inierted  in  the  laA 
Edition,  What  is  this,  I/ay,  hut  the  Confent,  if  not  the  Cwfeffian  ofPbit^ophy^ 
Sec.  Bat  this  is  nncorporatinc  the  Conunentiuy  in  die  Te^ct ;  a  dangerous 
Method,  which  has  been  ufea  by  many  Critics  in  Books  of  much  more  Im* 
portance  than  Montaign/s  Eflays* 

*  Lucretlib.  liL  V.  IOJ29  Cffr. 

^  Plutarch,  in  die  Cbntiadi&ions  of  the  Stoic  Philofophers^  C  24. 

«  Diog.  Laert.  in  the  Life  of  Crates,  lib.  vi.  fed.  86.  " 

*  Plutarch,  in  his  Trad,  How  an  Amendment  mayic  pcrccitred  hi  th« 
JSxera'A  of  Virtue,  c.^ 
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•^  there  is  no  Remedy,  the  Haven  is  near,  and  a  Man 
**  may  ^vc  himfelf  by  fwimming  out  of  the  Body  as  out 
*^of  a  leaky^kiflF;  for  it  is  the  Fear  of  Death,  and  not 
*'  the  Defire  of  Life,  that  makes  the  Fool  fo  loth  to  part 
«  from  the  Body/' 

As  Life  is  rendered  more  pleafant  by  Simplicity,  it  alfo 
becomes  more  innocent  and  better,  as  I  was    ^^  ^^^^ 
juft  now  faying.     The  Simple  and  the  Igno-    tageofSimpli^ 
x:ant,  fays  St.  Pauly  raife  themfelves  iip  to'  dtyandigno^ 
Heaven,  and  take  Pofleflion  of  it  •,  and  we    '*^^- 
with  all  our  Knowledge,  plunge  ourfelves  into  the  infernal 
Abyfs.     I  am  neither  fwayed  by  Vakntinian^  the  declared 
Enemy  of  all  Science  and  Learning,  or  by  Ucinius^  both 
Roman  Emperors,  who  called  then!  the  Foifon  and  Peft 
of  every  political  State :    Nor  by  Mahomet ^  who  (as  I 
have  heard)  interdidted  Learning  to  his  Followers  ;   but 
the  Example  and  Authority  of  the  Great  Lycurgus  ought 
lurely  to  nave  great  Weight,  as  well  as  the  Reverence 
due  to  that  divine  Lacedaemonian  Policy  fo  gr^at,  fo  ad- 
piirable,  and  fo  long  flourilbing  in  Virtue  and  Happinefs, 
without  any  Inftitution  orExercife  of  Letters. 

Such  as  have  been  in  the  New  World,  which  was  dif- 
covered  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  Time  of  our 
Anceftors,  can  teftify  to  us,  how  much  more    '^ %^'u^ 
honeftly  and   regularly    thofe  Nations  live    ^^J^Ma, 
without  Magiftrates  and  without  Law,  than   gifirata  or 
ourS  do,   where  there  are  more  Officers,  and   ^^'^  «^'^  '•^- 
more  Laws,  than  there  are  of  other  forts  of  ^*j^  ^^^'^ 
Men  and  Occupations. 

Di  cittatoriapiene  e  di  libelliy 
D*efamina  e  di  carte^  di  procure 
Hanno  le  mani  e  ilfeno^  e  granfajklli 
Di  cbofe^  di  conftgli^  e  di  letture^ 
Per  cui  lefaculta  de  poverelli 
Nonfono  mai  ne  le  ciitajtcure^ 
.  Hanno  dietro  e  dinanzi  e  £  ambi  i  lati^ 
Notai^  prpcuratcri^  e  advocati  '. 

Their. 

*«  ThtOrlarfdoFurhfooi  Jriojfoj  Cant.  xiv.  StatiT.S^j, 
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u  e. 

Their  Bags  were  full  of  Writs,  and  of  Citado 

Of  Procefsy  and  of  Actions  and  Arreib, 
Of  BiUs,  of  Anfwers,  and  of  Replications,. 

In  Courts  of  Delegates  and  of  Requefts, 
To  grieve  the  iimple  Sort  with  great  Vexati 

They  had  reforting  to  them  as  their  Gu 
Attending  on  their  Circuit,  and  their  Jou 

Scriv'ners,  and  Clerks,  and  Lawyers,  a 

• 

A  Roman  Senator  of  the  latter  Ages  f 
Anceftors  Breath  ftunk  of  Garlic,  but  * 
were  perfumed  with  a  good  Confcience : 
Contrary,  thofe  of  his  Time  were  all  fragr 
ftunk  within  of  all  Sorts  of  Vices ;  thr 
take  it,  they  abounded  with  Learninr 
very  deficient  of  moral  Honefty.  Incl 
Simplicity  and  Roughnefs,  are  the  nat- 
Innocence.     Curiofity,  Cunning,  and 
lice  in  their  Train.     Humility,  Fear, 
fability  (which  are  the  chief  Props  c 
quire  no  Capacity,  provided  the  M 
from  Prefumption* 

Cbriftians  have  a  particular  Ren: 
TatalEfeas     ^""al  and  orimnal  E 
mfCuriofitjani  The  Thirft.of  inert 
Frtde.  Knowledge  was  the 

the  Means  by  which  he  niflied  hr. 
nation.    Pride  was  liis  Corrupti 
Pride  that  throws  Man  out  of 
makes  him  embrace  Novelties, 
Head  of  a  Troop  wandering  &  . 
Perdition,  and  rather  be  Reg_ 
and  Lyes,  than  to  be  ^  "      ^^^ 
and  to  fufier  anothd  *: 

and  beateoT 
old  GriA 


• 


1     Iv-    " 


-V. 


=  :.iins  to  hiait 

..  ..   Intercounc  rf 

•.i.v^,  which  h 

.   ;>.   that   have 

•o::  Pain, 

•'  ^s  the  rcftj 

:  For  which 

:\.'irrc  from  ViSliJfe 

:*£  AflfedJon  or  In- 

cVlfeiiof  Fmlly: 

N4m 


.^K/u», 
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When  Sacrates  was  informed,  that  the  God  of  Wifdom 
had  attributed  to  him  the  Title  of  a  Sage^ 
he  was  aftonifhed  at  it,  and,  fearching  and  HowSocnxtz 
difcuffing  himfelf  throughout,  could  not  find  ^^"Xfc.^ 
any  I^oundation  for  this  Divine  Sentence.  He  ofW^^^^^ 
knew  Others  as  juft,  temperate,  valiant,  and 
learned  as  liimfelf,  and  fome  that  were  more  eloquent, 
more  graceful,  and  more  ufeful  to  their  Countrymen  than 
be  was.  .  At  laft  he  concluded,  that  he  was  diftinguiihed 
from  others,  and  pronounced  to  be  a  Wife  Man,  only  be* 
caufe  He  did  not  think  himfelf  fo  %  and  that  his 'God  con- 
lidered  the  Opinion  of  Knowledge  and  Wifdom,  as  a  Stu- 
pidity in  Man;  and  that  his  beft  Dodrine  was  the  Doc- 
trine of  Ignorance,  and  Simplicity  his  beft  Wifdom  ^  The 
Sacrdd  Writ  declares  thofe  of  us  miferable,  who  fet  a 
Value  upon  themfelves.  Bujk  and  AJhcs^  fays  he  to  fuch. 
What  baft  thou  to  pridi  tbyfelf  in  ?  And  elfewherc,  that 
God  bos  made  Man  like  to  a  Shadow^  of  which  who  can 
judge,  when  'tis  vaniihed  by  the  Difappearance  of  the 
X^ight  ?  This  concerns  none  but  us. 

We  are  fb  far  from  being  able  to  comprehend  the  Di- 
ine  Perfeftions,  that,  of  the  Works  of  the    ^.^  ^^^^ 
Creator,  thofe  beft  bear  the  Mark,  and  are    in^ry  into  the 
xpovt  ftridtly  his,  which  we, the  leaft  under-    Divine  Na-    . 
ftand.-    To  meet  with  a.  Thing  which  is  in-    '^''^' "  ^°j^ 
credible,  is  an  Occafion  to  Chrijiians  to  be-    ''''^''"^^' 
lieve ;  and,  the  more  it  is  oppofite  to  human  Reafonj  the 
more  reafonable  is  fuch  Faith.     If  it  were  according  to 
Reafon,  it  would  be  no  longer  a  Miracle  ;  and,  if  there 
W4S  a  Precedent  for  it,  'twould  be  no  longer  a  Singula- 
rity.    St.  Augujiine  fays.  Melius  fcitur  Deus  nefciendo^  i.  e. 
God  is  better  known  by  fubmitting  not  to  know  him. 
And  fays  Tacitus  ^,  Saniiius  eft  et  reverentius  de  aSis  Deo^ 
rum  credere  quam  fcire^  i.  e,    'Tis  more  holy  and    reve- 
rent to  believe  the  Works  of  God,  than  to  know  them. 
And  Plato  ^  thinks  it  is  fomewhat  inipious  to  inquire  too 
curioufly  into  God,  the  World,  and  the  firft  Caufes  of 

Vol.  II.  Q.  Things. 

'  Plato*s  A]pology  for  Socrates,  p.  360,  361. 

«  De  Moribus  German,  c  34.        "  Ciccronis  Timaeus,  or  d©  Univerfo 
FragmentoiQi  c.  2, 
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Things.  Atque  ilium  quidem  parent  em  bujus  univerjiutis 
invenire  difficile^  at^  quum  jam  inveneris  indicare  in  vulgiUf 
nefas  (fays  Cicero ')  i.  e.  *Tis  a  hard  Matter  to  find  out 
the  Parent  of  the  Univerfe^  and,  when  found  out^  'tis 
not  lawful  to  reveal  him  to  the  Vulgar. 

We  pronounce  indeed  Power ^  Trutby  Jujiicej  which  art 
What  our  No-  Wotds  that  denote  fomething  Great,  but 
iions  rfthe  Di'  that  very  Thing  we  neither  fee  nor  con- 
tfim Beiftg a-  ceive  at  all.  We  fay  that  God  fears,  that 
«^  ^'-  God  is  angry,  that  God  loves. 

Immortalia  mortali fermone  notantes  ^. 

t.  e. 
Giving  to  Things  immortal  mortal  Names. 

Thefe  are  all  Agitations  and  Emotions  that  cannot  be  in 
God,  according  to  our  Form ;  nor  can  we  imagirifc  theixi 
according  to  his.  It  only  belongs  to  God  to  know  hifti- 
felf,  and  to  interpret  his  own  Works ;  and  he  does  tl  ia 
our  Language  improperly  to  ftoop  and  defcend  to  US, 
who  grovel  upon  the  Earth.  How  can  PrudetiGC  •# 
which  is  the  Choice  betwixt  Good  and  Evil,  be  {^roperljj^ 
attributed  to  Him,  whom  no  Evil  can  touch  ?  HoW  CJUT 
the  Reaibn  and  Underftanding  which  we  make  u(e  ol 
to  arrive  at  Things  apparent  by  thofe  that  are  obfcuM, 
fince  there  is  nothing  obfcure  to  God?  And  Jfi/Nce^ 
which  diftributes  to  every  Man  what  appertains  to  him> 
a  Principle  created  for  the  Society  and  Intercotirfe  e£ 
Men,  how  is  thdt  in  God  ?  How  Temperance^  which  is 
the  Moderation  of  corporeal  Pleafures,  that  have  no 
Place  in  the  Divinity,?  Fortitude  to  fupport  Pain,  Labour^ 
and  Danger,  as  little  appertains  to  him  as  the  reftj  thefe 
three  Things  having  lio  Accefs  to  him  :  For  Which  kea- 
fon,  Arijiotle^  thinks  him  equally  exempt  from  ViitUft 
and  Vice.  He  is  not  capable  either  of  Aflfedtion  or  In- 
dignation, bccaufe  they  are  both  the  Effedls  of  trtkilly : 

Hefui 

'  De  Natura  Deorum,  lib.  iii.  c.  15.  without  naming  hiou 
*  Lucret*  1.  v.  v.  1 22. 

'  Montaigne  has  here  tranfaibed  ft  long  Paflage  from  Cicero^  De  Natvnr 
S^^iMRi  ub.  iii.  c.  I  j.  "^  Cic  de  Natura  Dcorum,  lib*  i.  c.  17. 
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Neque  gratid  neque  ird  teneri  pat  eft  ^  quod  qua  tdia  ejfent  im- 
becHla  effent  omnia. 

The  Share  we  have  in  the  Knowledge  of  Truth,  what- 
ever it  be,   is   not    acquired   by  our   own    p^  ^^,, 
Strength.     This  is  what  God  has  plainly  gi-    comes  our 
veil  U8  to  underftand  by  the.  Witneffes  he  has    Kno^uUdgetf 
chofiHi  out  of  the  common  People,  fimple  and    ^''*'^* 

;norant  Men,  to  inform  us  of  his  wonderful  Secrets. 

►ur  Faith  is  not  of  our  own  acquiring,  but  purely  the 
Gift  of  another's  Bounty.  *Tis  not  by  Reafoning,  or 
by  Virtue  of  our  Underftanding,  that  we  have  acquired 
our  Religion,  but  by  foreign  Authority  and  Command  ( 
and  the  Weaknefs  of  our  Judgment  is  of  more  Affift- 
ance  to  us  in  it,  than  the  Strength  of  it  •,  and  our  Blind- 
nefs  more  than  the  Clearnefs  of  our  Sight.  *Tis  more 
owing  to  our  Ignorance,  than  to  our  Knowledge,  that 
we  know  any  Thing  oi  Divine  Wifdom,  *Tis  no  Won- 
der if  our  natural  and  terreftrial  Faculties  cannot  con- 
ceive this  fupernatural  and  celeftial  Knowledge.  We  can 
cmly  bring,  on  our  Part,  Obedience  and  Submiflion  :  '  For 
**-  it  is  written,  I  will  deftroy  the  Wifdom  of  the  Wife, 
f  and  will  bring  to  nothing  the  Underftanding  of  the 
'  Prudent.     Where  is  the  Wife  ?  Where  is  the  Scribe  ? 

♦  Where  is  the  Difputer  of  this  World  ?  Hath  not  God 
«  made  foolifti  the  Wifdom  of  this  World  ?  For,  after 

•  that,  in  the  Wifdom  of  God,  the  World  knew  not  God, 

*  it  pleafed  God  by  the  Foolilhnefs  of  Preaching  to  favc 

*  them  that  believe.'*  * 

Finally,  were  I  to  examine,  whether  it  be  in  the  Power 
of  Man  to  find  out  that  which  he  fecks,  and    jfj^^i^  >fis  in 
if  that  Search,  wherein  he  has  bufied  him-    Mat^sPowsr 
felf  fo  many  Ages,  has  inriched  him  with    tofindtaa 
any  new  Ability,  and  any  folid  Truth,  I  be-    "^^^^ 
lieve  he  will  confefs  to  me,  if  he  fpeaks  from  his  Con- 
icience,  that  all  he  has  got  by  fo  long  a  Difquifition,  is 
only  to  have  learned  to  know  his  own  Weaknefs.  We  have 
only  by  long  Study  confirmed  and  verified  the  Igno- 
rance we  were  in  by  Nature.     The  fame  has  happened  to 
Men  who  are  truly  wife,  which  befals  Ears  of  Corn  : 

0^2  They 

»  I  Cor.  i.  19,  ^c. 
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They  ihoot  up  and  raife  their  Heads  ftraight  and  lofty, 
whilft  they  are  empty  ;  but,  when  they  arc  full,  and  fwcl- 
led  with  Grain  in  Maturity,  begin  to  flag  and  droop. 
So  Men,  having  tried  and  founded  all  Things,  and  noi 
having  found,  in  that  Mafs  of  Knowledge  and  Provifion 
of  fuch  Variety,  any  Thing  folid  and  firm,  nor  any 
Thing  but  Vanity,  have  ouitted  their  Frerumptiony  and 
acknowledged  their  State  by  Nature.  'Tiswhat  VeUeius 
reproaches  Cotta  and  Cicero  **  withal,  ^hat  they  bad  kam^ 
eafrom  Philo ',  that  they  bad  learned  nothing.  PhereddeSf 
one  of  the  feven  Wife  Men,  writing  from  his  Death- 
Bed  to  Thales^  fa:id  "i,  ^  I  have  ordered  my  Peopk  after 

•  my  Interment  to  carry  my  Writings  to  thee.  If  they 
^  pleafe  thee,  and  the  other  Sages,  publifh;  if  not,  fup- 

•  prefs  them.  They  contain  no  Certainty  with  which  I 
^  myfeif  am  fatbfied  :  Neither  do  I  pretend  to  know  the 
^  Truth,  or  to  attain  to  it :  I  rather  open  than  difcover 

•  Things.*  The  wifeft  Man '  that  ever  was,  being  aflccd, 
fFhat  he  knew^  made  Anfwer,  That  be  knew  tbisy  that  be 
knew  nothing.  By  this  he  verified  the  Aflcrtion,  that  the 
greated  Part  of  what  we  know  is  the  lead  of  what  we  do 
not  know,  that  is  to  fay,  that  even  that  which  we  think 
we  know  is  but  a  Portion,  and  a  very  fmall  Portion  of 
our  Ignorance.  We  know  Things  in  Dreamsy  fajus  Plato^ 
and  are  ignorant  of  them  in  Reality.  '  Omnes  pene  vittres 
nihil  cognofciy  nihil  percipiy  nihil  fciri  pojfe  dixerunt :  an- 
gujios  fenfusy  imbecilles  animosy  brevia  curricula  vitay  u  e. 
Almoft  all  the  Ancients  have  declared,  that  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  known,  nothing  to  be  perceived  nor  under- 
flood :  That  the  Senfes  are  too  limited,  Minds  too  weak, 
and  the  Time  of  Life  too  fhort.  And  of  Cicero  himfelf, 
whofe  Merit  was  all  owing  to  his  Learning,  Valerius 
f^ys,  that  in  his  old  Age  he  began  to  defpife  Letters, 
and  that,  when  he  applied  to  Study,  it  was  without  De- 
pendence 

•  Cicero  de  Nattua  Dcorom,  lib.  i.  c  1 7. 

f  Cicero  was  one  that  attended  the  Ledures  of  this  Vbilof  who  was  an 
Jofdemic  Philosopher. 

1  Diog.  Lacrt.  lib.  L  at  the  End  of  the  JUfe  of  the  PhmddtSy  feft.  1  aa. 
'  Socrates.  Cic.  Acad.  Qaseft.  lib.  i.  c  4. 

•  Gc.  Acad.  Qji»fl.  lib.  i.  ^  12. 
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pendeAce  upon  any  one  Se6t,  following  what  he  thought 
probable,  now  in  one  Seft,  then  in  another,  evermore 
wavering  under  the  Doubts  of  the  Academy,  ^Dicendum 
Jtjij  fed  ita  ut  nihil  affirmem  \  qu^eram  omnia^  dubitans  pie- 
rumque^  £t  nihil  diffidens.  i.  e.  Something  I  muft  fay  (as 
he  told  his  Brother)  but  without  affirming  any  Thing ;  I 
inquire  into  all  Things,  but  am  generally  doubting  and 
diffident  of  myfelf.  I  (hould  have  too  much  of  the  bed 
of  the  Argument,  Were  I  to  confider  Man  in  his  com- 
mon Way  of  Living,  and  in  the  Grofs ;  and  yet  I  might 
do  it  by  his  own  Rule,  who  judges  of  Truth,  not  by  the 
Weight,  but  by  the  Number  of  Votes.  There  we  will 
leave  the  Vulgar, 

"^1  vigilans  fteftit^ 

Mortua  cut  viia  eft  prope  jam  vivo  dtque  videnti ''. 

i.  e. 

Who  when  awake,  his  Soul  but  nods  at  bed, 
Whofe  very  Life  is  little  more  than  Death, 
More  than  one  Half  by  lazy  Sleep  pofleft. 

who  neither  feel  nor  judge  themfelves,  and  let  moft  of 
their  natural  Faculties  lie  idle. 

•    I  will  take  Man  in  his  fublimefl:  State.     Let  us  view 
him  in  that  fmall  Number  of  excellent  and    q^  .  jlt 
feledt  Men,  who,  having  been  endowed  with   ^^^  j^  ^^^^ 
a  curious  and  particular  natural  Talent,  have    thegrtateft 

'  moreover  hardened  and  whetted  it  by  Care,    Gmujes  bona 
Study,  and  Art,  and  railed  it  to  the  higheft   t'^'^/^j^j^, 
Pitch  of  Wifdom  to  which  it  can  poffibly        '^^^ 

*  arrive;  They  haveadjufted  their  Souls  to  all  Senfes  and  all 
Biafles,  have  propped  and  fuppbrted  them  with  all  the 
foreign  Affiftance  proper  for  them,  and  inrichcd  and  a- 
dorned  them  with  all  that  they  could  borrow  for  their  Ad- 
vantage, both  from  within  and  without  the  World. 
Thofe  are  they  in  whom  refides  human  Nature,  to  the 
utmoft  Degree  of  Perfeftion.  They  have  regulated  the 
World  with  Polity  and  Laws.     They  have  inftrufted  it 

0.3  in 

•  Cic.  de  Div.  lib.  ii.  c.  3. 
'  vJLucret.  Kb.  iii.  Vr  io5i,  ibid.v.  1059. 

"^  Montaifnthzs tranipofed  thefe  two  Verfes of  Isucretius  to  adapt  them 
1^  mote  Atcely  to  his  Subje^ 
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in  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  alfo  by  the  Example  of 
their  admirable  Manners.  I  (hall  bring  to  my  Account 
thofe  Men  only,  their  Teftimony  and  Experience.  Let 
us  fee  how  fair  they  have  proceeded,  and  on  what  they  de- 
pended. The.  Maladies  and  Defeds,  that  we  fliall  find  a- 
mongft  thefe  Men,  the  World  may  boldly  declare  to  be 
purely  their  own. 
Whoever  enters  upon  the  Search  of  any  Thing,  corner 
at  laft  to  this  Point  *» :  He  either  fays,  that 
All  Fhilofophy    he  has  found  it,  or  that  it  is  not  to  be  found, 

of  Philofpphy  is  divided  into  thcfe  three 
Kinds.  Its  Defigri  is  to  feek  out  Truth,  Knowledge,  and 
Certainty.  The  Periapateticsy  Epicureans^  Stoics^  and  others 
fiave  thought  they  have  found  it..  Thefe  eftabliflied  the 
Sciences  which  we  have>  and  have  treated  of  them  as  of 
Certainties.  Clitomachus^  CarneadeSj  and  the  Academics  de- 
fpaired  in  their  Search,  and  were  of  Opinion,  that  Ttuth 
could  not  be  conceived  by  our  Underftandings.  Thefe 
place  all  to  the  Account  of  human  Frailty  and  Ignorance.. 
This  Sedt  has  had  the  mod  numerous  and  the  moft  no- 
ble Followers. 

Pyrrhoj  and  other  Sceptics  or  Doubters,  whofe  Doc- 
trines were  held  by  many  of  the  Ancients, 
JI^^^J^^J^   as  deduced  from  Hofner,  the  feven  Wife  Meji, 
PyrrCni^s.      Archilochus^  Euripides^  Zeno^  BemocrHus^  and 

XemphoH^  fay,  that  they  are  ftill  in  the  Search 
of  Truth,  Thele  judge  that  they,  who  think  they  have 
found  it,  are  vaftly  deceived ;  and  that  it  is  alfo  too 
dating  a  Vanity  in  the  fecortd  Sort  to  affirm,  that  'tis  not  • 
in  the  Power  of  Man  to  attain  to  it.  For  this  eftablilh- 
ing  the  Meafure  of  our  Strength,  to  know  and  judge  of 
the  Difficulty  of  Things,  is  a  great  and  extreme  Degree 

of 

«  In  this  very  Stile,  does  Sextus  Emprricris,  the  famous  PjrrbmitPh  from 
whom  Montaigne  has  taken  many  Things,  begin  his  Treatife  of  the 
Pyrr^;>»/V7«  Hypothefis ;  and  infers,  a,s  Montaigne  does,  that  there  arc 'tihree 
general  Methods  of  philofbphizing,  the  one  Dogmatic,  the  other  Academic^ 
and  the  other  Sceptic,  Some  affirm  they  have  \cmA  the  Truth,  others  de- 
clare it  to  be  above  our  Comprchcnfion,  and  others,  are  ftill  in  4**^ 
rf  it.  3 
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of  Knowledge,   of  which  they  doubt^  whether  Man  k 

^  Nil  fciri  quifquis  put  at  ^  id  quoque  nefcit^ 
Anjmi  poffity  quoje  nil  fcire  fatetur. 

He  that  ftys  nothing  can  be  known,  o*ertbrow6 
Hi$  own  Opinion,  for  he  nothing  knpwSy 
So  kaows  not  that. 

The  Ignorance  that  knows  itfelf,  thw  judges  and  con*, 
demos  itielf,  is  not  tptal  Ignorance,  which  to  be,  it  muft 
be  ignorant  of  itfelf.  So  that  the  Profeffipn  of  the  Pyrr- 
honians  is  to  waver,  doubt,  and  inquire,  to  be  fure  of  no« 
thing,  and  to  be  anfwerable  for  nothing*  Of  the  three 
Operations  of  the  Soul,  the  Imagination,  the  Appetite, 
and  the  Confent,  they  admit  of  the  two  firft,  but,  as  for 
tbelaft)  they  Support  and  maintain  it  ambiguoufly,  without 
Inclination  or  Approbation  either  of  one  Thing  or  an- 
other, ^tis  fo  trivial.  Zeno  defcribed  the  State' of  his 
Imagination,  according  to  this  Divifion  of  the  Fa- 
culties .of  xbe  Mind.  The  Hand,  extended  and  open, 
indicated  jippearance  \  the  Hand  half  fhut,  and  the  Fin- 
gers a  little  crooked,  fbewed  Confent \  the  Right  Fift 
clinched,  Ctmprthtnjion  \  and,  when  with  the  Left-Hand 
he  yet  preffed  the  Fift  clofer.  Knowledge '. 

Now  <this  upright  and  inflexible  State  of  the  Opinion 
pf  the  Pyrrhonian^^    receiving  all   Objedts, 
without  Application  or  Confent,  leads  them  v^^^^Pyr^ho- 
to  their  Ataraxy,  which  is  a  peaceable  State   nifin. 
of  Life,  compofed  and  exempt  from  the  A- 
gitations  which  we  receive  by  the  Impneflion  of  that  Opi- 
nion and  Knowledge  which  we  think  we  have  of  Things ; 
from  whence  arife  Fear,  Avarice,  Envy,  immoderate  De- 
fires,  Ambition,    Pride,   Superftition,  the  Love  of  No- 
velty, Rebellion,  Difobedience,  Obftinacy,  and  moft  of 
the  bodily   Evils.      Nay,    and    by   that    they  exempt 
thcmfelves  from  the  Jealoufy  of  their  Difcipline.     For 
thqr  debate  after  a  very  gentle  Manner,  and  in  their  Dif- 

<  Luq-ct  Lib,  iv.  v.  .471,  »  Cic  Acad.  Qga^«Xdb«iv.  c  47. 
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putcs  fear  no  Revenge.     When  they  fay  that  Weight 
prefles  downwards,  they  would  be  forry  to  be  believed, 
and  want  to  be  cpncradided,  for  the  Sake  of  creating 
Doubt  and  Sufpcnce  of  Judgment,  which  is  their  ulti- 
mate End.     They  only  advance  their  Propofitions  to  op- 
pofe  fuch  as  they  imagine  have  gained  our  Belief.     If 
yoii  admit  theirs,  they  are  altogether  as  ready  to  main* 
tain  the  contrary.     'Tis  all  one  to  thein.     They  have  no 
Choice.     If  you  maintain  that  Snow  is  black,  they  will 
argpe  on  the  contrary,  that  'tis  white.     If  you  fay,  that 
*tis  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  their  Bufinefs  is  to 
maintain,  that  *tis  both.     If  you  adhere  to  the  Opinion 
that  you  know  nothing  of  the  Matter,  they  will  main- 
tain that  you  do  :  Yea,  and,  if  by  an  affirmative  Ai^iom 
you  aflure  them  that  you  doubt  of  a  Thing,  they  will 
argue  that  you  do  not  doubt  of  it,  or  that  you  cannot 
be  fure  that  you  do  doubt  of  it.     And  by  this  Extre- 
mity of  Doubt,  which  fliocks  itfelf,  they  feparate  and 
divide  themfelves  from  many  Opinions,  even  of  thofe 
who  have,  in  many  Forms,  mainuined  Doubt  and  Igno- 
rance.   Why  (hall  it  not  be  allowed  to  them,  fay  fbey,  as 
it  is  to  the  Dogmaiijls^  one  to  fay  Green,  another  Yellow, 
and  even  to  doubt  of  thefe  ?  Can  any  Thing  be  propole4 
to  us  to  acknowledge  or  deny,  which  is  not  allowable  for 
us  to  confider  as  ambiguous  f  And  where  others  are  in-- 
duced,  either  by  the  Cuftom  of  their  Country,  or  by  the 
Inflitution  of  Parents,  or  by  Accident,  as  by  a  Tempeft, 
^ithoqt  Judgment,  and  without  Choice,  nay,  moft  com- 
monly before  the  Age  of  Difcretion,  to  fuch  or  fuch  an 
Opinion,  to  the  Scft  of  the  Stoics  or  Epicureans^  and  aro 
thereto  fo  inflaved  andfaft  bound,  as  to  a  Thing  that  they 
cannot  recede  from,  '  ad  quamcumque  difciplinani^  velui  tem^ 
peftaH^  delati^  ad  eam^  tanquam  adfaxum^  adharefcunt^  i.  e. 
to  whatfoever  Difcipline  they  happen  to  be  introduced, 
to  that  Sed  they  cleave,  as  they  would  to  a  Rock,   if 
drove  to  \%  by  a  Storm  •,  why  (hould  not  thefe  he  permits 
ted,  in  like  manner,  to  maintain  their  Liberty,  and  con-r 
fider  Things  without  Obligation  and  Servility  ?  '  Hec  Itbe^ 
riores  ef  folHiiores,  t^ubd  integra  Hits  eft  judicandipeteftas^  i.  c, 

Being, 
•  pc,  Acai  QweR,  lib,  ii,  c^  ^,        t  idem,  ibii 
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Being/  in  this  refpeA^  the  more  free  and  unconftraine4» 
bccaufe  they  have  the  full  Power  of  judging.  Is  it  not 
iof  fome  Advantage  to  be  difengaged  from  the  Neceffity 
which  curbs  others  ?  Is  it  not  better  for  a  Man  to  conti- 
nue in  Sufpence,  than  to  intangle  himfelf  in  fo  many  Er- 
rors as  human  Fancy  has  produced  ?  Is  it  not  better  for 
him  to  fufpend  his  Opinion,  than  to  meddle  with  thofe 
feditious  and  wrangling  Divifions.  What  (hall  I  chufe  ? 
ff^hat  you  pleafe^  provided  you  do  but  chufe.  As  filly  as  this 
Anfwer  is,  yet  it  feems  to  be  the  Language  of  all  the  Dog'^ 
matiftsj  by  whom  we  are  not  permitted  to  be  ignorant  of 
what  we  are  ignorant.  Take  the  moil  eminent  Side,  it  will 
never  be  fo  fecure,  but  you  will  be  under  a  Neccflity  of  at- 
tacking a  hundred  and  a  hundred  contrary  Opinions  for  the 
Defence  of  it.  Is  it  not  better  to  keep  out  of  this  Confufion? 
You  are  permitted  to  embrace  Ariftotk's  Opinion  of  the  Im- 
mortality of  the  Soul,  with  as  much  Zeal  as  if  your  Ho- 
nour and  Life  were  at  Stake,  and  to  contradi<5):  and  give 
the  Lye  to  Plato  on  that  Head  -,  and  Ihall  they  be  forbid 
to  doubt  of  it  ?  If  it  be  lawful  for  "  Paruetius  to  fufpend 
his  Judgment  concerning  Augury,  Dreams,  Oracles,  Va-. 
ticinations,  of  which  Things  the  Stoics  make  no  manner 
of  Doubt,  why  may  not  a  Wife  Man  prefume  to  do  the 
fame,  in  all  Things,  that  this  Man  dared  to  do  in  thofe 
Things  which  he  learnt  from  his  Mafter,  eftablifhed  by 
the  School  of  which  he  is  a  Difciple  ?  If  it  be  a  Child 
th^t  judges,  he  knows  nothing  of  the  Matter  -,■  if  a  Wife 
Man,  he  is  prepoflefled.  They  have  referved  10  them- 
felves  a  wonderful  Advantage  in  Battle,  having  eafed 
themfejves  of  the  Care  of  providing  a  Fence.  They  are 
not  concerned  at  being  ftruck,  provided  they  alfo  ftrike ; 
and  they  make  every  Thing  ferve  their  Purpofe^  If  they. 
overcome,  your  Argument  is  lame,  as  .theirs  is,  if  you 
overcome :  If  they  fall  Ihort,  they  verify  Ignorance,  as 
you  do,  if  you  mifs  :  If  they  prove  that  nothing  is  known^ 
it  goes  well  •,  if  they  cannot  prove  it,  'tis  altogether  as 
well.  "^  Ut  quum  in  eadem  re  paria  in  contrariis  partibus 
momenta  inveniuntur^  facilius  ab  utraque  parte  ajfertio  fufii-m 
peatur^  i.  e.  To  the  End  that,  4s  the  Reafons  are  equal  prq 

and 

^  pic,  Acadf  Qua^,  U!i>,  i,  c,  ^It,    .    ^  Idein^  ibid. 
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and  '/M-  upon  the  fame  Subjed,  the  Determination  may 
eafily  be  fufpended  on  both  ^ides  :  And  they  make  Ac-r 
€OU(U  to  find  out^.with  much  greater  Eafe,  why  a  Thing 
is  falfe»  than  why  'ti5  true ;  and  what  i^  oot,  than  that 
which  i$ ;  'and  whajt  they  do  not  believe,  than  what  they 
ido  believe. 

Their  Forma  of  Speech  are,  •*  I  eftaUiih  nothing :  'TU 

^  no  more  fo  than  To ;  or  no  more  one  than 
Sa^/^'  *  ^^^  ^^^^^ :  I  dp  not  comprehend  it :  Thf 
rjnlwnutts*     *  Appearances  are,  in  all  rdpefts,  equal  : 

•  The  Rule  o£  fpeaking,  both  pro  and  coh^ 
^  is  alike  :  Nothihg  ieems  true,  that  may  not  as  well 
*  fccm  £adfe/  Their  Sacramental  Word  is  in-sxc^,  that  is 
to  fay,  /  demur  to  if,  Ifirfpend  my  Judgment.  This  \%  their 
confiant  Note,  with  other  Terms  of  the  hke  Significancy, 
the  Efiedt  of  which  is  a  pure,  intire,  and  abfolute  Paule 
and  Sufpenfion  of  the  Judgment.  They  majke  Ufe  of 
their  Reafon  to  inquire  and  difpute,  but  not  to  fix  am} 
doccrmine.  Whoever  will  imagine  a  perpetual  Confeflloii 
of  Ignorance,  a  Judgment  without  Biafs,  and  without  Inr 
clination,  upon  any  Occafion  whatfoever,  conceives  a  true 
Idea  of  Pyrrbomfm.  I  exprefs  this  Whimficalnefs  as  veil 
»  1  can,  by  jreaibn  that  many  People  can  hardly  conceive 
what  it  is,  and  Authors  themfelves  reprefent  it  a  little  dif- 
ferently and  obfcurely. 

At  to  the  Aftions  of  Life,  they  follow  the  common 
What  is  the  Forms.  They  yield  and  give  themfelves  up 
Bikaifiour  of  to  the  ^Natural  Inclinations,  to  the  Impulfe 
a>e  Pyrrho-       and  Power  of  the  Paflions^  to  -the  Conftitu<» 

'"'Tl?/''"'     ^^^"^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Cuftoms,  and  to  the 
*^*   y^'  Tradition  of  the  Arts,  *  Non  enim  nos  Dens 

ffia  fcfrey  fed  tantummodo  uti  ^  voluit.  i.  e.  For  God  wqyld 

ffiot  have  us  know,  but  only  ufe  thefe  Things.    Theyfuf- 

|fcr  their  common  A£kions  to  be  guided  by  thofe  Things 

without  any  Deliberation  or  Judgment.     For  this  ReafoQ 

\  cannot  well  reconcile  what  is  faid  of  Pyrrho  with  this 

Argument.     They  rqprcfent  him  ftupid  and  immoveable, 

leading  .a  lavage  and  unfociable  Courfe  of  Life,  putting 

himfw 

■  'Sextus  Empiricus  (ays  this  'verhatimp  Pyn-h.  Hypot.  lib.  i.  c.  li.  p.  6. 
r  Qc.dcDiVf  lib.  u  c.  j8. 
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himfelf  in  the  Way  of  being  joftled  by  Carts,  going  upoa 
Precipices,  and  rcfufing  to  conform  to  the  Laws.  Thi$  ' 
is  to  exaggerate  his  Difciphne.  He  would  not  be  thought 
II  Stock  or  a  Stone.  He  would  be  reprefented  as  a  Mail 
living,  reafoning,  and  arguing,  enjoying  all  natural  Con« 
veniencies  and  Pleafures,  employing  and  making  Ufe  of 
all  his  corporeal  and  fpiritual  Faculties  in  Rule  and  Rea- 
fon.  As  for  the  fantaltic,  imaginary,  and  falfe  Privileges 
that  Man  has  ufurped,  of  lording  it,  ordaining  and  efta«- 
bliHiing,  he  has,  in  good  earned,  renounced  and  quitted 
them. 

Yet  there  is  no  Se<9; '  but  is  obliged  to  permit  its  Wife 
Man  CO  follow  feveral  Things  not  compre-  ^^^  ^^  jj^r^ 
hended,  nor  perceived,  nor  confented  to,  if  //  determined 
he  means  to  live  :  And  if  he  goes  to  Sea,  he  ««  W^  h  4h 
purfues  that  Defign,  not  knowing  v/hether  it  Z^^^^^^^- 
will  be  fuccefsful  to  him  or  no ;  and  is  influenced  only 
by  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Ship,  the  Experience  of  the  Pi- 
lot, the  Convenience  of  the  Seafon,  and  Circumftances 
that  are  only  probable.  According  to  thefe,  he  is  bound 
to  go,  and  fuflfer  himfelf  to  be  governed  by  Appearances, 
provided  there  be  no  exprefs  Contrariety  in  them.  Ho 
has  a  Body,  he  has  a  Soul,  the  Senfes  pu(h  him,  the  Mind 
Ipurs  him  on.  Altho'  he  do  not  find  in  himfelf  this  pro^ 
per  and  peculiar  Token  of  judging,  andtho*  he  perceives, 
he  ought  not  tx)  engage  his  Confent,  confidcring  that 
there  may  be  a  falfe  equal  to  the  true  Appearance,  never-r 
thelefs  he  carries  on  the  Offices  of  his  Life  with  great  Li^? 
berty  and  Convenience.  How  many  Arts  are  there,  the 
Profeffion  of  which  confifts  in  Conjedture  more  than  ii\ 
Knowledge  ?  That  decide  not  Truth  or  Falfhood,  and 
only  follow  what  they  appear  ?  There  is,  they  fay^  the 
Right  as  well  as  the  Wrong,  and  we  have,  in  us,  where- 
with to  feek  it,  but  not  to  ftop  it  when  we  touch  it.  We 
are  much  the  better  for  it,  when  we  fufiir  ourfelves  to  be 
governed  by  the  World  without  Inquiry.  A  Soul  free 
from  Prejudice  is  in  a  prodigious  fair  Way  towards  Tran* 
quillity ;  Men  that  judge  and  controul  their  Judges,  ne« 
vcr  duly  fubmit  to  them. 

How 

*  Montaigne  only  copies  Ciurv  bat.   AcaJ.  Sjuefi^  lib,  iL  c*  32. 
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How  much  more  docile  and  eafy  to  be  reconciled  to 
.^^  Religion,  and  the  Laws  of  Civil  Policy,  are 

^tjr^/po/ed  finiplc  and  incurious  Minds,  than  thofc  over- 
f9jiitmitt9Re^  curious  Wits  and  Pasdagogues,  that  will  (till 
Ogianpomithe  be  prating  of  Divine  and  Human  Caufcs  ? 
JhJes  0/  Go-  There  is  nothing  in  Human  Invention  that 
*^  '  carries  fo  much  Probability  and  Profit.  This 
Man  is  rq)rerented  Naked  and  Empty,  acknowledging 
Iiis  natural  Weaknefs,  fit  for  receiving  foreign  Strength 
Irom  Above,  unfurniihed  with  Human  Science,  and  the 
more  adapted  for  receiving  Divine  Knowledge,  under- 
valuing  his  own  Judgment  to  make  the  nK)re  room  for 
Faith,  neither  difbelieving  nor  eftablifhing  any  Do£lrinc 
contrary  to  the  Laws  and  commoa  Obfervances  ^  humble, 
ebedient,  teachable,  ftudioqs,  a  fworn  Enemy  to  Herefy, 
and  confequently  freeing  himfelf  from  the  vain  and  un- 
godly Opinions  introduced  by  the  Falfe  Sedbs.  He  is  as 
a  Charte  blafuhe^  prepared  to  receive  fuch  Forms  from  th« 
Finger  of  God,  as  he  Ihall  pleafe  to  engrave  on  it.  The 
more  we  refign  and  commit  ourfelves  to  God,  and  the 
more  we  renounce  ourfelves,  of  the  greater  Value  we  are. 

*  Take  in  good  Part,  f^s  the  Preacher^  the  Things  that 
^  prefcnt  themfelves  to  thee,  as  they  feera  and  tafte  to 

*  thee  from  one  Day  to  another  :  The  reft  is  out  of  thy 

*  Knowledge/  Dominus  novit  cogitationes  bominum^  quo-- 
niam  vanit  funt.  i.  e.  *  The  Lord  knoweth  the  Thoughts 

*  of  Man,  that  they  are  Vanity  */ 

Thus  v^e  fee,  that,  of  the  three  general  Sefts  of  Phi* 
rhe  Refult  of  lofophy,  two  make  open  Profeflion  of  Doubt* 
$he  Profejjicn  tng  and  Ignorance  ;  and,  in  that  of  the  Bog^ 
ffthfi  Dogma-  matijis^  which  is  the  third,  *tis  obvious,  that 
^'  the  greateft  Part  of  them  have  only  afTumed 

the  Face  of  Afliirance,  to  give  them  the  better  Air.  They 
have  not  been  fo  follicitous  to  eltablifh  any  Certainty  for 
us,  as  to  (hew  us  ho\y  far  they  proceeded  in  this  Purfuit 
of  the  Truth,  ^am  do£lifingunt  magis  quam  norunt^  i,  c. 
How  the  Learned  rather  feign  than  know.  ^  Timausy  be- 
ing to  inform  Socrates  of  what  he  knew  of  the  Gods,  the 
World,  and  Men,  propofcs  to  fpeak  of  them  to  him,   as 

one 
^  ?jai  xdv.  u,     .      ^  Vhxo  in  Timaeo^  p,  526, 
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one  Man  does  to  another,  and  thinks  it  fufficieht  if  his 
Reafons  are  as  probable  as  another  Man's,  for  the  exad: 
Reafons  were  neither  in  his  Hand,  nor  that  of  any.  Mortal 
whatfoever  ;  which  one  of  his  Followers  has  thus  imitat- 
ed, Ut  potero^  explicabo :  nee  tamen^  ut  Pythius  Apolh^  certm 
utfint  etfixa^  q$ue  dixero  -,  fed  ut  bomunculus^  probabilU  cm^ 
jtSurd  fequens  S  i.  e,  I  will  explain  Things  in  the  bcft 
manner  I  can,  yet  not,  as  the  Oracle  of  Delphos^  pro- 
nouncing  them  as  fixed  and  certain,  but  like  a  mere  Man^ 
who  adheres  to  Probabilities  by  Conjedbure.  And  that 
other  upon  the  natural  and  popular  Topic  of  the  Con«- 
tempt  of  Death,  as  he  has  elfewhere  tranflated  it  from 
the  very  Diflertation  of  Plato^  **  Si  forte ^  de  Deorum  Na^ 
turd  ortuque  Mundi  dtferentes^  minus  id  quod  habemus  ii$ 
animo  conjequemury  baud  erit  mirum.  ^quum  eft  memnijfe^  et 
mej  qui  dijferam^  hominem  effe^  et  vos  quijudicetis^  utftproha^ 
hilia  dicentur^  nihil  ultra  requiratis.  i.  e.  If,  in  difcourfing 
of  the  Nature  of  the  Gods,  and  the  Origin  of  the  WorJd^ 
we  (hould  happen  not  to  exprels  all  that  we  conceive  in  our 
Minds,  it  will  be  no  Wonder  ;  for  it  is  but  juft  that  we 
Ihould  remember,  that  both  I  who  argue,  and  you  who 
are  my  Judges,  are  but  Men  :  So  that,  if  probable  Things, 
are  delivered,  ye  are  to  require  nothing  more.  AriftotU 
commonly  heaps  up  a  great  Number  of  the  Opinions  and 
Beliefs  of  other  Men,  for  the  fake  of  comparing  them 
with  his  own,  and  to  fhew  us  how  far  he  has  gone  beyond 
them,  and  how  much  nearer  he  approaches  to  Probabili- 
ty :  For  Truth  is  not  to  be  judged  by  the  Authority  and 
Teftimony  of  others  5  and  therefore  Epicurus  was  very 
careful  not  to  quote  them  in  his  Writings,  Ariftotle  was 
the  Prince  of  all  Bogmatifts^  and  yet  we. are  told  by  him. 
That  much  Knowledge  adminifters  Occafion  of  doubting 
the  more.  In  Faft,  we  often  find  him  wrapped  up  in  Ob- 
fcurity,  fo  thick  and  impenetrable,  that  we  know  not,  by 
his  Opinion,  what  to  chufe.  *Tis,  in  EfFedt,  Pyrrbonifm 
under  the  Form  of  Determination.  Hear  Cicero^s  Pror 
teftation,  who  expounds  another's  Fancy  to  us  by  his  own. 
•  ^i  requirunty  quid  de  quaque  re  ipji  fentiamuSy  curiofius  idfa^ 

ciuntT, 

«  Cic.  Tufc.  Quaeft.  lib.  i.  c.  o.  ^  Cicero's  Timacus,  feu  de  Uni- 

verfo  f  ragmentuxn^  c.  3.        *  wic.  de  Natura  Peoram,  lib.  i.  c.  ^ 
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ciuntj  quam  neceffi  eft. — H^ec  in  Philofophia  ratio^  contra  oph- 
nia  differ endiy  nuUamque  rem  aperte  judicandi^  per  fella  d  So^ 
cratey  repetita  ab  Arcefild^  confirmata  a  Carneade^  ufque  ad 
nofiram  viget  atatem.  Hifumus^  qui  omnibus  verisfalfa  qu^e^ 
Mm  adjunSfa  ejfe  dicamusy  tantd  Jimilitudine^  ut  in  iis  nulla 
infit  certi  judicandi  et  ajfentiendi  nota.  i.  c.  They  who  de- 
firc  to  know  what  we  think  of  every  Thing,  are  too  in- 
quilitive. — This  Rule,  in  Philofophy,  of  difputing  againft 
every  Thing,  and  of  explicitly  determining  nothing,  which 
was  founded  by  SocrateSy  re-eftabliftied  by  Arcefilaus^  and 
confirmed  by  Carneades^  has  continued  in  Ufe  even  to  our 
Times.  We  are  they  who  declare,  that  in  every  Truth 
there  is  fuch  a  Mixture  of  Fallhood,  and  that  fo  refem- 
bling  the  Truth,  that  there  is  no  Mark  in  them  whereby 
to  judge  of,  or  affent  to  either  with  Certainty.  Why  has  not 
bnly  Ariftotky  but  moft  of  the  Philofophers,  afFedted  Ob- 
fcurity,  but  only  to  enhan<ie  the  Value  of  the  Subjedt,  and 
to  amufe  the  Curiofity  of  our  Minds,  by  furniftiing  them 
with  this  Bone  to  pick,  on  which  there  is  no  Flefh  ?  Cli- 
tomacbus  ^  affirmed,  that  by  the  Writings  of  Carneades  he 

could 

'  Montaigne  has  fuppofed  this  to  be  the  Meaning  of  Cicero,  whofe  WorcR 
are  thefe:  ^he  Opinion  of  *which  Calliphon  CsLrnc&d^s /o  /^udiou/fy  defended, 
ihia  he  tven/eemed  to  approve  of  it,  dtho^  Clitomachns  affirmed,  that  be  never 
could  uttderftand  ^what  ifjas  approved  by  Carneades.  Acad,  ^^ejl,  lib.  x.  c.  4^, 
Bat  this  is  not  faying,  That  Clitomadius  ajferted,  that,  by  the  Writings  of 
Cameades,  he  could  never  difcover  his  Opinion,  The  Difpute  is  not.  What 
were  the  Opinions  of  Carneades  in  the  geheral,  but  what  he  uied  to  £ur  in 
Defence  of  Calliphor^s  private  Opinion  concerning  what  conftitutes  meoL^t 
chief  Good.  Forafmuch  as  Carneades  was  an  Academician,  he  could  not  ad- 
vance any  Thing  pofitive  or  clearly  dedlive  upon  this  important  Queftion ; 
which  was  the  Reafon  that  Clitomachns  nev'er  could  underlland  what  was  the 
Cbinion  of  Carneades  in  this  Matter.  CaUiphon  made  the  chief  Good  coo- 
fiu  in  Fkafure  and  Virtue  both  together,  which,  iays  Cicero,  Carneades  i|Up 
waB  not  willing  to  contradift,  not  that  he  approved  it,  but  that  he  might  of-- 
pofe  the  Stoics ;  not  to  decide  the  Thing,  but  to  emharrafs  the  Stoics.  Acad. 
^ttOFfi.  lib.  iv.  c  42.  In  this  fame  Book  Cicero  explains  to  us  feveral  ef 
Cmmeeukis  Opinions ;  and*  what  is  very  remarkable  is,  that  he  only  does 
it  as  diey  are  let  forth  by  Clitomachus.    *  Having,  ^j  he,  explained  all  that 

•  Carneades  fkys  upon  this  Subjedk,  all  thofe  Opinions  o£Antiochus  (the  Stoic Jl 

•  win  fall  to  the  Ground. .  But,  for  fear  left  I  fhould  be  fufpedted  of  mak- 
^  ing  him  &y  what  I  think,  I  fhall  deliver  nothing  but  what  I  colle6t  from 

•  Cmomachus,  who  pafled  his  Life  with  Carneades  till  he  was  an  old  Man^ 


I,  being  a  Carthaginian,  was  a  Man  of  great  Penetration,  very  ftudioua 
ireover,  and  very  exad.'  Acad,  ^afl,^h,  iv.  c.  3 1 .  '  J  have,  fays  Cicero, 


C6.  Xll.  An  Apology  for  Raimond  dc  Sebondc.     2391 

ciouid  never  difcover  what  Opinion  he  was  of.  Why  did 
Epicurus  afied  to  be  abftrufe^  and  what  elfe  procured  ///« 
ractiius  the  Surname  of  <rxoTf »vo?,  Or  obfcure  ? 

Obfcurity  is  a  Coin  which  the  Learned  make  ufe  of,  like 
Jugglers,  to  conceal  the  Vanity  of  their  Art,  and  which 
the  Stupidity  of  Mankind  takes  for  current  Pay. 

Clarus  ob  obfcuram  UngUam^  magis  inter  inanes  : 
JDmnia  enimjiolidi  magis  admirantur  amantqucj 
hverfis  quafub  verbis  latitantia  eernunt  ^^ 

i.  €. 

Bombaft  and  Riddle  beft  do  Puppies  pleafe. 
For  Fools  admire  and  love  fuch  Things  as  thcfc : 
And  a  dull  Quibble,  wrapped  in  dubious  Phrafe, 
Does  to  the  vtry  Height  their  Wonder  raife. 

Cicero  reproves  fome  of  his  Friends  for  having  ipetit 
rtiore  Time  in  Aftrology,  Law,  Logic,  and    ^-^^  liier^d 
Geometry,  than  thofe  Arts  deferved,  faying,    jr/s  defpifa 
That  the  Study  of  thefe  diverted  them  from    hfome  ofa$ 
the  more  ufeful  and  honourable  Duties  of   pfl?^ 
Life.     The    Cyrenaic    Philofophcrs   equally         y^^^'- 
defpifed  Natural  Philofophy  and  Logic.  Zeno  ^,  in  the  ve^ 
ty  Beginning  of  the  Books  of  the  Commonwealth,  declared 
all  the  liberal  Arts  unprofitable.     Cbryjippus  faid.  That 
what  Plato  and  Ariftotle  had  wrote  concerning  Logic^ 
they  only  compofed  it  for  Diverlion,  and  by  way  of  Er^* 

ercifei 

'  a  little  before  explained  to  yon  from  die  Words  of  CUtrnmuhih  in  wiittt 
'  Senfe  Carmades  declared  thefe  Matters.  Thefe  venr  Things  CicerQ  re* 
^  peats  afterwards^  where  he  tranfcril>es  them  from  a  ^ook  which  CMmmm^ 

*  chm  had  compofed  and  addreffed  to  die  Poet  Lucihus^    After  dris,  ham 

*  <&MCkero  nmke  Clitomachus^y^  that,  by  the  Writings  of  Camemdit  ia 

*  general,  he  could  never  difcover  what  were  his  Sendments  ?  The  Tnitk 

*  ^,  that  CUtomachm  had  hot  tead  the  Writings  of  Cunuades ;  for,  except 
'  fi>me  Letters  that  he  wrote  to  Jnaratbis,  King  of  Cafpadocia^  i^ich  taa 

*  in  his  Name,  the  i^fl  of  his  Opinions,  as  Diogenes  Lamius  fays  exprefly^ 
'  were  preferved  in  the  Books  of  his  Dimples.    In  Vita  Carneadis^  lib.  iv;. 

*  fed:.  65.   The  iameHiftorian  tells  us>  that  CUtomachusy  who  compofed 

*  above  400  Vdumes,  applied  himfelf  above  all  Things,  to  illufbate  d»e  Sen- 

*  dments  of  Cameadesy  whom  he  fucceedcd.      Diogenm  Laeriius,  in  (he 

*  Life  oi  Ctitemachmj  lib.  iv.  fed.  67. 
i  Lucret.  lib.  i.  v.  640,  tsff . 

^  Diog»  Latrt*  in  ^e  jUjRrof  Z^«0,  lib.  viL  fe£t.  32., 
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<rcife;  and  he  could  not  believe  that  they  (poke  of  fo  vain  a 
Thing  in  earneft.  Plutarch  fays  the  fame  of  Metaphyfics : 
And  Epicurus  had  alfo  faid  as  much  of  Rhetoric,  Grammar^ 
Poetry,  Mathematics,  and  (Natural  Philofophy  excepted) 
of  all  the  other  Sciences  :  And  Socrates  fays  the  fame  of  alli~ 
except  Ethics  and  the  Science  of  Life.  Whatever  Inftruc- 
tion  any  Man  applied  to  him  for,  he  always,  in  the  firft 
Place,  defired  him  to  give  him  an  Account  of  the  Condi- 
tions of  his  Life  pad  and  prefent,  which  he  examined  and 
judged,  efteeming  all  other  Learning  fubfequent  to  that 
and  fupernumerary.  Parum  mihi  placent  ea  liters  qua  dd 
virtuiem  doSloribus  nihil  prof uerunt  K  i.  e.  That  Learning  is 
in  fmall  Repute  with  me,  which  did  not  contribute  to  the 
Virtue  of  the  Teachers  as  well  as  Learners.  Moft  of  the 
Arts  have  been  difparaged  in  like  Manner  by  the  lame 
Knowledge.  But  they  did  not  confider  that  it  was  fo- 
reign to  the  Purpofe  to  exercife  their  Underftanding  on 
thofe  very  Subjeds,  wherein  there  was  no  folid  Advan- 
tage. 
As  for  the  reft,  fome  have  reckoned  Plato  a  Dogma- 

tift;  others  a  Doubter-,  others  in  tome 
Piato^sTI^  Things  the  former,  and  in  others  the  latter. 
Sifuimentu        SocratcSj  who   conduced  his  Dialogues,    is 

continually  ttarting  Queries  and  ftirring  up 
Pifputes,  never  determining,  never  fatisfying,  and  pro- 
feflcs  to  have  no  other  Science  but  that  of  Oppofitiom 
HomeTy  their  Author,  has  equally  laid  the  Foundations 
of  all  the  Se£ks  of  Philofophy,  to  Ihew  how  indifferent  it 
was  to  which  of  them  we  inclined. 

T9b9wmany  '^^^  ^^^^'  ^^^^  ^^"^  fevcral  Seds  fprung' 
Seas  Plato  froni  Plato  \  and,  in  my  Opinion,  never  did 
ga^  Birth.       any  Inftrudion  totter  and  waver,  if  his  does^ 

not. 

Socrates  faid,  *  That  Midwives,  while  they  make  it  their 

'  Bufinefs  to  afllft  others  in  bringing  forth,! 

Socrates  com-     '  lay  afide  the  Mifery  of  their  own  Generati- 

paredbimfelf     c  on  :  That,  by  the  Title  of  the  Sage,  which 

t9Mid^<ues.     c  jhe  Gods  had  conferred  upon  him,   he  was. 

*  *  alfo  difabled  in  his  virile  and  menul  Love,! 

.'of 

'Salluft.  p. 94.  Mattairr\Li\t, Lm/bfff  1713. 
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*.of  the  Faculty  of  bringing  forth,  contenting  himfelf  to 

*  help  and  affift  thofe  that  were  pregnant,  to  open  their 

*  Nature,  lubricate  their  Paflages,  facilitate  the  Birth  of 
*.  the  Ifliie  of  their  Brains  ;  to  pafs  Judgment  on  it ;  to 

*  baptife,.  nourifti,  fortify  it  j  to  fwathe  and  circumcife 

*  it ;  exercifing  and  employing  his  tJnderftanding  in  the 

*  Perils  and  Fortunes  of  others.' 

The  Cafe  is  the  fame  with  the. Generality  .of  the  Au- 
thors of  this  third  Clafs,  as  the  Ancients  have 
obferved  of  the  Writings- of  y^jAr^^or^j,  De-    '^^^'^Iffh 
mocritus^  ,Parmenides^  Xenqphon^   and  others.    ^^^  ^^^^  ^ 
They  have  a  manner  of  Writing  doubtful,    Fhikfiphers 
both  in  Subftance  and  Defign,  rather  inquir-    and  famous 
ing  than  teaching,  though  they  intermix  fome    *^^*^^^' 
dogmatical  Periods  in  their  Stile.  *  Is  not  this  alfo  vifible 
in  Seneca  and  Plutarch  ?    How  felf-contradidlory  do  they 
appear  to  fuch  as  pry  narrowly  into  them  ?    And  the  Re- 
concilers of  the  Lawyers  ought  firft  to  reconcile  them 
every  one  to  themfelves.     Plato  feems  to  me  to  have  af- 
fefted  this  Form  of  philofophi^ing  by  Dialogues,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  the  End  that  he  might  with  greater  Decency  from 
fcveral  Mouths  deliver  the  Diverfity  and  Variety  of  his 
own  Fancies.     To  treat  of  Matters  varioufly  is  altoge-* 
ther  as  well  as  to  treat  of  them  conformably,  and  indeed 
better  5  that  is  to  fay,   more  copioufly,    and  with  greater 
Profit.     Let  us  only  look  at  Home,  Sentences  or  Decrees 
are  the  utmoft  Period  of  all  dogmatical  and  determinative 
Speaking :    And  yet  thofe  Arrets  which  our  Parliaments 
make,  thofe  that  are  the  mofl:  exemplary,  and  that  are 
mpft  proper  to  cultivate  the  Reverence  due  from  the  People 
to  that  Dignity  chiefly,  confidering  the  Ability  of  the  Perfons 
veftedwith  it,  derive  their  Beauty  notfo  much  from  theCon- 
clufions,  which  are  what  they  pafs  every  Day,  and  are  com- 
mon to  every  Judge,  as  from  the  Difcuffion  and  Debating 
of  the  differing  and  contrary  Arguments  which  the  Mat- 
ter of  Law  admits  of.     And  the  lai^eft  Field  for  the 
Genfures,  which  fome  Philofophers  pafs  upon  others,  is 
owing  to  the  Contradiftions  and  Variety  of  Opinions,* 
wherein  every  oiie  of  them  finds  himfelf  in^angled,  ei-» 
Vol.  U.  li  ther 
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cirficr  on  purpofe  tg  (hew  the  Wavering  of  MaA*sr  Under- 
ftanyding  upqn  every  Subjed^  or  elie  ignorandjF  competed 
€0  it  by  the  Volubility  and  locomprehenfibility  of  alt 
Matter :  Which  is  the  very  Stgnificatioa  ^  of  that  Maxmi, 
fo  ^ten  repeat^  by  TUiUrch^  Setteca^  and  man^r  other 
Writers  of  theif  Clais^  viz.  In  a  Jlifpery  track  Un  MS 
fufpend  our  Belief:  For,  as  Euripides  lays 

The  Works  of  God  in  fundry  wife 
Do  puzzle  Men's  Capacities'. 

like  that  which  Empedocks  often  makes  life  of  in  his  Books, 
as  if  he  was  agitated  by  a  Divine  Fury»  and  compelled  by 
the  Force  of  Truth.  No,  no,  we  feel  nothings  we  fee 
nothing,  all  Things  are  concealed  from  us  "v  here  is  not 
one  Thing  of  which  we  can  pofitively  determine  what  ii: 
is,  according  to  the  Divine  Saying^.  Cegitationes  fMrtaUMMk 
timidly  et  incerta  adinventiones  nofir^  et  providenUa.  \  i«  c. 
«  The  Thoughts  of  mortal  Men  are  miferahle,,  and  our 
♦  Devices  are  but  uncertain.' 

It  muft  not  be  thought  ftrangc  if  Mfen,  though  they  dc- 
T&e  Search  of  ^P^^^  ^^  Overtaking  the  Prey,  do  neverthelefs 
Trufh  a  'very  takc  a  Plcafure  in  the  Purfiiit :  Study  bemg^ 
agreeable  Oc-  of  itfclf  a  plcafant  Employnocnt,  fi>  deligfu-* 
ei^iim.  f^^  (i^j^  amongft  the  other  Pleafijres,  die 

Stoics  alfo  forbid  that  which  proceeds  from,  the  ExercUe 
of  the  Underftanding,  are  adtually  for  curbing  it,,  and 
think  too  much  Knowledge  Intemperance. 

Bemoctitus^ 

^  To  prove  that  this  was  exadkly  what  Montaigm  inteiided  by  tho6  Wdrdsr. 
7jttefigmfie  ce  refreiuy  ffTr.  w^ch  Mr.  C0/f9;T  has  moft  ab&rOly  tamed  into 
aa  Interrogation  by  diis.  Jargon.  What  m»am  this  Chink  V«  th^  ChJeP  1 
need  only  ]X)int  you  to  thofe  that  immediate^  preceded  ikfcxft  in  dut 
Quarto  Edition  of  1 988 ;  whe»»  after  having  {jpoke  of  thoiie  ancient  Philo* 
ibiphers  ivho  had  a  Form  of«writing  dubiws^  how  in  Suhfianct  omLDtfigny  £»- 
quiring  rather  than  infiruding^  thQugh  th^  intermix  fome  d^maticat  feriois  m 
their  StiUy  Montaigne  &y8,  in  the  fame  Breath,  Where  is  this  m»e  ^^IbSt 
than  in  our^lutsuxhl HowdifferstttljJees  he  reafm  upon  thehmt  ^e^i^f  Hpn/f^ 
tendoes  he  gi've  us  t^uuo  or  three  contrary  Caufes for  the  fame^fft&^andbmikiMgt^ 
harious  Arguments  without  priftrring  either  to  ostr  Choice  ? 

^  Plutarch^B  Treatife  of  the  Oracles  that  ccafed^  c«  24. 

»  Cic.  Quaeft.  Acad.  lib.  iv.  a  5. 

*  Wifdom  ix.  14. 
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Demeritus^  having  eaten  Figs  *  at  his  Table  whkh 
tailed  of  Hone^i  fell  immediately  to' confi-    DcmoctitusV 
deiil^  within  himfelf  from  whence  they  de-    PapmforH" 
rivdd  thac  uncomnK>n  Sweetne&^  and,  to  be   qwrkstntoNdi^ 
faiifified  in  it>  Was  about  to  rife  ff om  tiie  Ta-   '*^-^  Phiiqfih 
btej  to  fee  the  Plact  where  the  Figs  were  ga-   ^^* 
th^d :  This  Maid,  bdng  itifornied  what  was  the  Cauie  of 
thtd  Buftk,   faid  to  him^  with  a  Smile,  that  he  need  give 
himfelf  no  Trouble  about  it^  for  fhe  had  put  them  into  a 
Veflel  lA  which  there  had  been  Honey.     He  was  vexed  at 
the  Dif^Ghrery^    becaufe  it  haid  deprived  him  of  the  Op* 
portiiiiity  of  finding  out  the  Caufe  himielfj  and  robbed 
bis  Curk)fity  of  Matter  to  work  upon.     Go  ihy  wa)\  faid 
Ynt  to  her<  'Thm  haft  ikne  me  an  Injury ;  buti  however^  I 
vrillfeik  out  the  Caufe  of  U  as  if  //  was  natural  \  and  he 
would  fain  have  found  out  fome  true  Caufe  of  an  Effed: 
that  Waa  falfe  and  imdgiMry.     This  Siory  of  a  famous  and 
great  Philofopher  does  v6ry  clearly  neprefent  to  us  the 
ftudious  PaiTion  '  that  amufes  us  in  the  Purfuit  of  the 
Things  which  We  defpaif  of  acquiring.     Plutarch  gives  a 
like  Examtde  of  one'  who  would  not  be  fel  right  in  a  Mat^ 
Vtf  of  DouVtf  becaufe  he  would  not  I0&  the  Pkafure  of 
fteking  it  5  and  of  another  Perfon  who  would  not  fufFer 
his  Phyiknui  to  allay  <h6  Thifft  of  his  Fever,  becaufe  he 
would  not  lofe  the  Pldafure  of  quenching  it  by  drinking. 
Satius  ^fupervacua  difcere  quam  nihil  ^.  i.  e.  'Tis  better  to 
learn  more  than  is  ritceRkty  than  nothing  at  all. 

Ae,  in  alj  forts  of  Fedding,  the  Pleafureof  Eating  i» 
wty  oftcti  fingle  and  ajorte*  and  ~ta  many  y^  Cm/SJcto^ 
Things  which  we  take,  that  Art  pleafant  to  ttM  tfNatsrf 
the  Palate,,  arc  neither  noufiihing  nor  whole-  "  F^odfor  the 
foiAe.-,  in  like  manner,  what  our  Underftand-  ^"^'/^^^^ 
tng  eKtrads  frcmi  Scicnoei  ia  neverdbelefs  pleafant^  though 

R  ^  'tis 

.^  Plutarcbh  T^le-talk,  Qu.  lo.  lib.  i.  This  Quotation,  which  I  found 
as  fixm  as  I  had  dipped  into  the  lafi  Edition  of  Boyli%  Critical  DiSionary^ 
MX  due*  Ardck  Dmtcritus^  Note  1,  is  venr  jaft,  as  I  was  fully  convinced  by 
4XRKffdftbg  Pluti^ch  hiail^;  but  I  have  learnt  froi6  M.dela  Momtye,  that, 
llD^lA^iafto  fluuarch^  Demottifus  eat  tvv  ^tUvcms  a  Cadumber,  and  not  td 
.€rvK<09  a  jFig>  as  Montaigne  has  tranflated*  i^  copying  after  j^mj/§t  ^ 
Xjlander,  ? -Scnec.  E|»ifL  8B, 
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'tis  neither  nutritive  nor  falutary.  What  they  fay  is  this  : 

•  The  Confideration  of  Nature  is  Food  proper  for  our 
^  Minds  \  it  elevates  and  pufi^  us  up,  makes  us  difdain 

*  low  and  terreftrial  Things,  in  Comparifon  with  Things 
^  that  are  Sublime  and  Cekftial.    The  Inquilition  into 

*  great  and  occult  Things  is  very  pleafant,  even  to  him 

•  who  acquires  nothing  by  it  but  the  Reverence  and  Awe 
«  of  judging  it.*  Thofe  are  the  Terms  of  their  Profefiion. 
The  vain  Image  of  this  fickly  Curiofity  is  yet  more  ma- 
nifeft  by  this  other  Example,  which  they  are  often  fond 
of  urging  :  ^  Eudoxus  wifhed,  and  prayed  to  the  Gods, 
that  he  might  once  fee  the  Sun  near  at  hand,  to  compre- 
hend the  Form,  Magnitude,  and  Beauty  of  it,  though  he 
Ihould  be  fuddenly  burnt  by  it.  He  was  defirous,  at  the 
Peril  of  his  Life,  to  acquire  a  Knowledge,  of  which  the 
Ufe  and  PofTeflion  Ihould  be  taken  from  him  at  the  fame 
Inftant ;  and,  for  the  fake  of  this  fudden  and  tranfitory 
Knowledge,  lofe  all  the  otheV' Knowledge  he  had  then,  or 
might  have  acquired  hereafter. 

I  cannot  eauly  perfuade  myfelf,  that  Epicurusj  Plat$^ 
7he  Atoms  of  and  Pythagoras^  have  given  us  their  AtomSj 
Epicurus,  the    Ideas ^  and  Numbers ^  for  Articles  of  our  Faith. 

IftuSr?'  '^^^y  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  eftablilh  Things  fo 
c/Tythagoras,  uncertain,  and  fo  difputable,  for  their  Cre- 
to  what  End '  denda.  But,  in  the  then  obfcure  and  igno- 
they  nvere  ad--  rant  State  of  the  World,  each  of  thofe  great 
<vattced.,  y[t,Ti  endcavoured  to  ftrike  out  fome  Image 

of  Light,  whatever  it  was,  and  racked  their  Brains  ror 
Inventions,  that  had,  at  leaft,  a  pleafant  and  fubtle  Ap- 
pearance, provided  that,  however  falfe  they  were,  they 
might  be  able  to  ftand  their  Ground  againft  Oppofition^ 
Unicuique  iftapro  ingenio  finguntur^  non  ex  fcientia  vi  \  i.  c. 
Thofe  are  Things  which  every  one  fancies,  according  to 
his  G?nius,  not  by  the  Virtue  of  Knowledge. 

One 

<J  In  Plutarch^  Trad,  That  Uif  hjtpcj/ible  to  li've  merrily^  according  to  th 
DoSirine  of  Epicnras,  ch.  3,  you  will  find^  in  Diogenes  Laertiusf  bb.  viii. 
ft6k.  869—91,  the  Life  oi  Eudoxus^  that  celebrated  Pythagorean  Philofi>pher> 
who  was  cotempoxary  with  Plato. 

^  Af.  Senec.  Suaforiarum,  lib.  1.  Suaf.  4. 
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One  of  the  Ancients,  being  reproached  that  he  pro- 
fefled  Philofophy,    but  neverthelefs,  in   his    „^,    . 

•N-»*i  A  '     r    What  h  trut 

own  Opinion,  made  no  great  Account  of  phUnfiphy. 
it,  made  Anfwer,  That  this  was  the  true  Qonduaoftbe 
Way  of  pholoTophizing.  Thev  would  con-  Phihfophers^ 
fidcr  all,  and  weigh  every  Thing,  and  have  ^^'j^^/f 'f;^^^^ 
found  this  an  Employment  fuited  to  our  na-  tU  L^.  "'^ 
tural  Curiofity.  Something  they  have  writ- 
ten for  the  Ufe  of  public  Society,  as  their  Religions ; 
and  for  that  Confideration,  as  it  was  but  reafonable,  they 
were  not  willing  to  lift  the  common  Notions  too  finely, 
that  they  might  not  obftrud  the  common  Obedience  to 
the  Laws  and  Culloms  of  their  Country.  Plato  treats 
this  Myftery  with  barefaced  Raillery  ;  for,  where  he  writes 
according  to  his  own  Method,  he  gives  no  certain  Rule. 
When  he  perfonates  tht  LegiQator,  he  aiTumes  a  Stile 
that  is  magifterial  and  dogmatical,  and  yet,  therewith, 
boldly  mixes  the  mod  fantaftical  of  his  inventions,  as 
fit  to  perfuade  the  Vulgar,  as  they  are  too  ridiculous  to 
be  believed  by  himfelf,  knowing  very  well  how  fit  we 
are  to  receive  all  Manner  of  Impreffions,  efpecially  the 
raoft  cruel  and  immoderate.  And,  yet  in  his  Laws,  he 
takes  great  Care,  that  nothing  be  fung  in  Public  but 
Poetry,  of  which  the  fabulous  Fidions  tend  to  fome  ufe- 
ful  Purpofe :  It  being  fo  eafy  to  imprint  all  Phantafms 
in  the  human  Mind,  that  it  were  Injuftice  not  to  feed 
it  with  profitable  Lyes,  rjither  than  with  thofe  that  are 
unprofitable  and  prejudicial.  He  fays,  without  any  fcru- 
ple,  in  his  Republic,  that  it  is  very  often  neceflary  for 
Men's  Good  to  deceive  them.  'Tis  eafytq  diftinguifh 
the  Seds  that  have  moft  adhered  to  Truth,  and  thofe 
that  have  moft  View  to  Profit,  by  which  the  latter  have 
gained  Credit.  'Tis  the  Mifery  of  our  Condition,  that 
it  often  happens,  that  the  Thing  which  appears  to  our 
Imagination  to  be  the  moft  true,  does  not  appear  to  be 
the  moft  profitable  in  Life.  The  boldeft  Sefts,  as  the 
Epicurean^  Pyrrbonian^  and  the  new  Academic^  are  con-, 
ftrained,  after  all  is  faid  and  done,  to  fubmit  to  the 
Civil  Law.  There  are  other  Subjefts,  which  they  have 
difcuflcd,  fome  on  the  Right,  others  on  the  Left  5  and 

R  3  each 
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each  Se£b  endeavoufs  to  give  them  fome  Countenaneeg 
be  it  right  or  wrong.  For,  finding  nothing  fo  abftrufe, 
which  they  would  not  venture  to  treat  of,  thej  wc« 
very  often  forced  to  forge  weak  and  ridiculous  Conjec^ 
tures ;  not  that  they  themfelves  looked  upon  them,  as  any 
Foundation  for  eftablifhing  any  certain  Truth,  but  mere* 
ly  for  the  Exercife  of  their  Study*  JVJfii  tarn  idfefifij^^ 
quod  dicereni^  quam  exercere  ingenia  materia  difiettlMes  ttf- 
denfur  voluijfe.^  i.  e.  Not  that  they  fecm  to  have  been 
perfuaded  of  the  Truth  of  what  they  faid,  but  rather, 
that  they  were  willing  to  exercife  their  Talents,  by 
the  Difficulty  of  the  Subject.  And,  if  it  be  not  taken 
in  this  Light,  how  ihall  we  palliate  fo  great  Inconftancy, 
Variety,  and  Vanity  of  Opinions,  as  we  fee  have  been 
produced  by  thofe  excellent  and  admirable  Soub  ?  As, 
Ibr  Inftance,  what  can  be  more  Vain,  than  to  oflfer  to  de- 
fine God  by  our  Analogies  and  Conjeftures  ?  To  regti- 
late  Him  and  the  World  by  our  Capacities  and  oar 
Laws  ?  To  make  Ufe  of  that  little  Scantling  of  Know- 
ledge, which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  allow  to  our  State  of 
Nature,  to  his  Detriment  ?  And,  becaufe  we  cannot  ex- 
tend our  Sight  to  his  glorious  Throne,  to  bring  him 
down  to  a  Level  with  our  Corruption  and  our  Miferies  ? 

Of  all.  human   and  ancient  Opinions   concerning  Re- 
-.,      -  ligion,  that  feems  to  me  the  moft  probable, 

habh^tf  alT     ^"f^  ^^^  ^^^  excufablc,  which  acknowledgi^ 
ifuman  Opinio    God  to  be  an  incomprehenfible  Power,  the 
ons  touching       Original  and  Preferver  of  all  Things,  all 
^iigton.  Goodnefs,  all  Perfeftion,  receiving  and  tak- 

ing in  good  Part  the  Honour  and  Reverence  which 
Man  paid  unto  him,  under  what  Appearance,  Name,  or 
Ceremonies  foever: 

S.  Jupiter  omnipptem  rerum^  Re^umque  Deumquh 
fro^enitor  Genetri^ue  \ 

f.  e. 
The  Almiffhty  Jt^iler^  thci  Author  of  all  Things,  and 
the  Parent  of  Kings  and  Gods. 

This 

^  Th^  which  were  the  Vcrfei  of  Fal^us  Suimm,  twie  pr^ferved  ly 
f^orrt?,  from  whom  St.  Jugufiim  h^a  iqiened  them  in  his  Book  de  Ciritate 
i/^  lib,  vih  c.  9,  II, 
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Xhai^  Zetl  lua  bttn  amvor&lly  looked  VrpOa  from  Hea- 
ven with  ft  gracious  £y6.  All  civ^eed  Nations  have 
reaped  Fnoic  from  tbieir  Dev^ion*  bbpious  Meh  anil 
A&dns  have  c¥efy-where  had  fuicable  Events. 

The  JP^gM  HiftDiies  acktiowtedg&  Dignity,  Order,^ 
Jufticcp  Prodigies,  md  Ottfeclcs,  employed   ^^j^,^ 
for  their  Profit  and  Inflru^on  in  their  fabu*   nvJUic^  /i^^rPa* 
loifis  Religions :  God  in  his  Mercy  vouch^    p^^  Hj/fon'es  ■ 
fafing,  perhaps,  by  th«fe  temporal  Benefits,  «^*'  «^^^- 
to  ch^rifli  the  tender  Principles   of  a  kind  of  brutifh 
Knowfodge»  which  they  had  of  him,  by  the  Light  of 
Nature^  through  the  falfe  Images  of  dieir  Dreams.  And 
thoie  which  Man  has  framed  <Hit  of  his  own  Invention^ 
are  not  only  falfe  but  impious  and  injurious. 

And  of  all  the  Religions^  which  St»  P/ml  what  St.  Paul 
found  in  Repute  at  Athens^  that  which  they   thought  of  the  ^ 

devoted  to  the  fecrct  and  unknown  God,  ^!^^y^^ 
ieemed  to  him  the  moft  excufable. 

Pytbagorm  ihadowed  theXruth  a  little  moreclofely,  judg« 
ing  that  the  Knowledge  of  this  firft  Caufe,  and    «^    p  , 
Being  of  Beings,  ought  to  be  indefinite  with*    ^^t&t 
out  Prefcription,  without  Declaration :  That   y-  the  idea 
it  was  nothing  but  the  extreme  Effort  of  'whtchMan 
our  Imagination  towards  Perfeftion,  every   ^^^^^ 
Man  amplifying  the  Idea  of  him,  according        *  ^ 

to  his  Capacity.  But,  if  Nutm  attempted  to  conform  the 
Devotion  of  his  People  to  this  Projedt,  to  unite  them 
to  a  Religion  purely  mental,  without  any  prefent  Ob- 
je6b  and  material  Mixture,  he  attempted  a  Thing  of  no 

The   Mind   of  Ma.n  cannot  poflibly  maintain  itfelf, 
floating  in  fuch  an  Infinity  of  rude  Concep-      . 
tions.      There  is  a  Neceflity   of  adapting   ap^eRe^ 
them  to  a  certain  Image  proportioned  to  his   lipwforthe 
Capacity-    The  Divine  Majefty  has,  ther^-    Pcofe,  accord-^ 
fore,  in  fome  Meafure,  fuffered  himfelf,  for   ';^^^'^^ 
our  Sakes,  to  be  circumfcribed  in  corporal       ^ 
Limits.     His  Supernatural  and  Celeftial  Myfterics  have 
Signs  of  our  earthly  State.     His  Adoration  is  expref- 
fed  l^y  Offices  and  Words  that  are  fenfible ;  for  it  is 

R  4  Man 
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Man  that  believes,  and  that  prays.  I  omit  the  other 
Arguments  that  are  made  ufe  of  upon  this  Subje6):.  But 
I  can  hardly  be  induced  to  believe,  that  the  Sight  of  our 
Crucifixes,  that  the  Pifture  of  our  Saviour's  Paflion^ 
that  the  Ornaments  and  Ceremonious  Motions  in  bur 
Churches,  that  the  Voices  accommodated  to  the  Devout*^ 
nefs  of  our  Thoughts,  and  that  this  Roufing  of  the  Sen* 
fes,  do  not  warm  the  Souls  of  the  People  with  a  xeligi* 
ous  Paffion  of  a  very  falutary  Effed. 

Of  the  Objefts  of  Worfhip,  to  which  they 
TbeWorfiip  have  given  a  Body,  according  as  Neeeffity 
^^/wJ?  required  in  this  univerfal  Blindnefi,  I  ihould, 
^cf^u.        ^  lancy,  moft  incline  to  thofc  who  adored 

the  Sun, 

• la  lumiere  commune^ 

Voeil  du  tnonde :  ei  ft  Dieu  au  chef  porte  des  yeux^ 
Lts  radons  du  Soliel  font  fes  yeux  radiaux^ 
^i  doument  vie  a  touSy  nous  maintrenneni  et  gar  dent  ^ 
Et  lesfaiSs  des  bommes  en  ce  monde  regardent : 
Ce  haUj  ce  grand  Soleil^  qui  nous  fai£l  les  faifons^ 
Selon  qu^il  entre^  ou  fort  de  fes  douze  maifons : 
Slui  remplit  Punivers  de  fes  vertus  cognues^ 
!^i  d^  untraia  de  fes  yeux  nous  diffdpre  les  nues : 
Vefprity  Fame  du  monde j  ardent  &  flamboyant^ 
f,         En  la  courfe  i*  unjour  tout  le  del  tournoyantj 

Plein  d^immenfe  grandeur^  rond^  vagabond^  et  ferme  : 
Lequel  tient  deffous  luy  tout  le  monde  pour  terme : 
En  reposy  fans  repos^  oyjif  et  fans  fejour^ 
Fits  aifne  de  nature ^  et  lepere  du  jourt. 

i.  e. 

The  common  Light  that  fhines  indifferently 
On  all  alike,  the  World's  enlightening  Eye; 
And,  if  th' Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Skies 
Has  Eyes,  the  Sun -Beams  are  his  radiant  Eyes, 
That  Life  and  Safety  give  to  Young  and  Old, 
And  all  Men's  AAions  upon  Earth  behold. 
This  great,  this  beautiful  and  glorious  Sun, 
H  Which  Seafons  gives  by  Revolution  \ 

»  Konfafd. 

That 
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That  with  his  Virtues  fills  the  Univerfe, 
And  with  one  Glance  doesfuUcn  Clouds  difperfe; 
Earth's  Life  and  Soul,  that,  flaming  in  his  Sphere, 
Surrounds  the  Heavens  in  one  Day's  Career ; 
Immenfely  great,  moving  yet  firm  and  round. 
Who  the  whole  World  below  has  made  his  Bound  ; 
At  Reft,  without  Reft,  idle  without  Stay, 
Nature's  firft  Son,  and  Father  of  the  Day, 

Forafmuch  as,  befides  this  his  Magnitude  and  Beauty^ 
'tis  the  Piece  of  this  Machine  which  we  difcover  at  the 
remoteft  Diftance  from  us,  and  therefore  fo  little  known^ 
that  they  were  pardonable  for  entering  into  the  Admira- 
tion and  Reverence  of  it. 

T'haleSy  who  was  the  firft  that  inquired  "*  into  Things 
of  this  Nature,  thought  God  to  be  a  Spirit,  that  made 
all  Things  of  Water.  Anaximander^  that  the  Gods  were, 
at  different  and  diftant  Seafons,  dying  and  entering  into 
Life  %  and  that  there  was  an  infinite  Number  of  Worlds* 
Anaximenes^i  that  the  Air  was  God  ^  that  he  was  immenfe 
infinite,  and  always  in  Motion.  Anaxagcras^  was  the  firft 
Man  who  believed,  that  the  Defcription  and  Manner  of 
all  Things  were  conduced  by  the  Power  and  Reafon  o^ 
an  infinite  Spirit.  Alcmneon  *  afcribed  Divinity  to  the  Sun, 
the  Moon,  the  Stars,  and  the  Soul.  Pythagoras  has  madfe 
God  **  to  be  a  Spirit,  diffufed  through  the  Nature  of  all 
Things,  from  whence  our  Souls  are  extracted.  Parme- 
nides  \  a  Circle  furrounding  Heaven,  and  fupporting  the 
World  by  its  Heat  and  Light.  Empedocks "  pronounced 
the  four  Elements,  of  which  all  Things  are  compofed, 
to  be  Qod.  Protagoras  *  had  nothing  to  fay,  whether 
there  were  Gods  or  not,  or  what  they  were. .  Democritus^ 
was  one  while  of  Opinion,  that  the  Images  and  their 
Circuitions  were  Gods^;  at  another  Time,  he  deified  that 
Nature,  which  darts  out  thofe  Savages ;  and,  at  another 
Time,  he  pays  this  Attribute  to  our  Knowledge  and  Un- 
derftanding.  Plato  ^  puts  his  Opinion  into  various  Lights. 

He 

^  Cic.  de  Natora  DeonuB,  lib.  2.  c.  xo.  *  Cic.  ibid,  ibidem,  ibid: 
'  Idem,  ibid.  c.  1 1.  -  Id.  ibid.  ^  Id.  ibid.  '  Id.  ibid.  ^  Id.  ibid,  c  12. 
«  He  was  a  Sophift  of  Jbdtra.  M.  ibid.  ^  Id.  ibid.  «  Id.  ibid.  •»  Id* 
ibid* 
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He  fays,  in  his  Timeus^  that  the  Father  of  the  World 
cannot  be  named  \  and,  in  his  Book  of  Laws,  that  he 
thinks  Men  ought  not  to  inquire  into  his  Being :  And  elfe* 
where,  in  the  very  fame  Book,  he  makes  the  World,  the 
Heaven,  the  Stars,  the  Earth,  and  our  Souls,  Gods,  ad* 
mi tting,  moreover,  thofe  which  have   been  received  by 
ancient    Inftitution    in  every  Republic.     Xewpbon '  re* 
ports  a  like  Perplexity  in  the  Doctrine  of  Socrates ;  one 
while  that  Men  are  not  to  inquire  into  the  Form  of  God, 
und  prefently  makes  him  maintain  that  the  Sun  is  God, 
and  the  Soul  God:  One  while,  he  fays,  he  maintains 
there  is  but  one  God,  and  afterwards,  that  there  are  many 
Gods.     Speujippus^  Plaio*s  Nephew  *,  makes  God  to  be 
a  certain  Power  governing  all  Things,  and  that  it  is  an 
Animal.     AriftotTe^  one  while  fays,  it  is  the  Soul,  and 
^mother  while  the  World :  One  while  he  gives  this  World 
another  Mailer,  and  at  another  Time  makes  God  the  Ar- 
dor of  Heaven.     Xeno crates'^  makes  the  Gods  to  ht 
iright  in  Number,  of  whom  five  were  among  the  Planets ; 
the  fixth  confided  of  all  the  fixed  Stars,  as  fo  many  of 
its  Members ;  the  feventh  and  eighth  the  Sun  and  Moon. 
Heraclides  Ponticus "  is  of  a  wavering  Opinion,  and  finally 
deprives  God  of  Senfe,  and  makes  him  fhift  from  one 
Form  to  another,  and  afterwards  fays,  'tis  Heaven  and 
^  Earth.     Theopbraftus "  wanders  in  the  fame  Uncertainty 
Hmongft  all  his  Fancies,  one  while  afcribing  the  Superin-r 
tendency  of  the  World  to  the  Underftanding,  at  another 
Time  to  Heaven,  and  one  while  alfo  to  the  Stars.   Strato^ 
will  have  it  to  be  Nature,  having  the  Power  of  Genera* 
tion.  Augmentation,  and  Diminution,  but  without  Form 
and  Sentiment.     Zeno  *^  makes  it  to  be  the  Law  of  Na- 
ture, commanding  Good  and  forbiding  Evil,  which  Law 
2S  an  Animal,    and  takes  away  the  accuftomed  Gods, 
Jttpifer^  Juno^  Vefia^  &c.     'Diogenes  Apolloniaies '  afcribes 

the 

^  Cic  deNaturaDeonun,  Lib.i.  c  i2.    ^  Cic.  deNataraDeorttni»  c.  13. 

'Id. ibid.  « Id. ibid.     Id.  ibid.  «Id  ibid.  Fid.  ibid.  sId.  ibid.c.  14. 

/I  cannot  imaeine  where  Montaigne  learned,  that  Age  was  the  Deity 

^H.   acknowledged  hvDiogenes  di AfoUonia ;  Age  mud  furely  have  been  printed 

iaAead  of  Aiu  m  one  of  the  £rft  Editions  of  his  Eflaysy  from  whence 

I  diis 
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the  Deity  to  Age.  Xenopbana  •  makes  God  round,  fee- 
ing and  hearing,  but  not  breathing*  nor  having  any 
Thing  in  common  with  the  Natune  of  Man.  Arifo  ^ 
thinks  the  Form  of  God  to  be  incomprehcn&ble,  deprives 
bim  of  Senfe,  and  knows  not  whether  he  be  an  Animal 
pr  fomething  clfe.  Cleantbes "  one  while  fuppofes  him  to 
he  JReafon,  another  while  the  World ;  fometimes  the  Sou! 
'pf  Nature,  at  other 'Times  the  fupreme  Heat,  called 
Miber^  rolling  about  and  encompafllng  all.  Perfeus  "^  the 
Difciple  of  Zeno^  was  of  Opinion,  that  Men  who  have 
been  remarkably  ufcful  and  profitable  to  human  Life,  are 
firnamed  Gods.  Cbryfippus ""  made  a  confufed  Colledioa 
of  all  the  foregoing  Opinions,  and  reckons  Men  alfo^ 
who  are  immortalized  amongfl  a  thoufand  Forms,  which 
he  makes  of  Gods.  Diagoras  and  Tbeodorus  ^  fiatly  deny 
that  there  were  ever  any  Gods  at  all.  Epicurus  *  makes 
the  Gods  fhining,  tranfparent,  and  perflable,  lodged 
betwixt  the  two  Worlds,  as  betwixt  two  Groves,  fecure 
from  Shocks,  invefted  with  a  human  Figure,  and  the 
Members  that  we  have,  but  which  are  to  them  of  no  Ufe. 

Ego  DHim  genus  effe  femper  duxi,  ei  dicam  ccslitum^ 
Sid  COS  nott  curare  opinor^  quid  agat  bumanum  genus. 

liu$  Emnr  was  conthmed  in  all  the  followiag  Editions.  'Tis  certain*  how»  ^ 
tver,  that  Cicero  fays*  exprefsly,  that  Air  is  the  God  of  Diogenes  JfoBo^ 
matesf  in  his  Natura  Deorum*  lib.  i.  c.  12.  with  whom  agrees  St.  jfii/HM, 
m  his  Book  de  Civitate  Dei*  Db.  viii.  c.  2.  from  whom  it  alio  appean, 
that  this  Philofi>pher  afcribed  Senfe  to  the  Air,  and  that  he  called  it  the 
Matter  out  of  which  all  Things  were  formed*  and  that  it  was  endowed 
with  Pivine  Reafbn*  without  which  nothing  could  be  made.    M.  Bmkf  j 

in  his  Didionary,  at  the  Article  of  Diogenes  of  ApoHoniMf  infers,  that 
he  made  a  Whole*  or  a  Compound*  of  Air  and  the  Divine  Virtue*  ia 
which*  if  Air  was  the  Matter,  the  Divine  Virtue  was  the  Soul  and  Formi 
and  that*  by  Coniequence*  the  Air,  animated  by  the  Divine  Virtue*  ough^ 
according  to  diat  Pfiiloropher,  to  be  be  fliled  God.  As  for  die  reil,  this 
Philofbpher*  by  afcribing  Underilanding  to  the  Air*  difiered  ^m  Jiis  Ma- 
iler Jnaximenoi,  who  thought  the  Air  inanimate. 

•  Diog.  Loirt,  in  the  life  of  XenefljoMs^  lib.  ix.  fedl.  19. 

*  Cic  de  Nat.  Deorum*  lib.  i.  c.  14.    ^  Idem,  ibid. 

^  Idem*  ibid.  c.  ic.     >Id.  ib.  See  a  learned  and  ludicious  Remark  on 
this  Paflage  by  the  Pjreftdent  BouUer^  Tom.  i.  of  the  Tnmflation*  by  the   ^tbk 
Abbe  d'  Oli^vet,  p.  247.     >  Cic  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  i«  c  23.  and  Sextna  ^^ 
Empiric,  adv.  Mathcm.  lib.  viii.  p>  317*    *  Cic.  de  Divinatione>  Lib.  ii« 
C  17. 
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j^jj^j^  ^^  the  Hierarchy  of  their  Gods,  and  make  « 

nOsMfen  E^^  Buftle  about  diilinguUhing  their  Al-» 

mmjSrimkt  UaoGcs,  Offices^  and  Power;  I  cannot  be-^ 

<ggy/jy  lieve  thej  fpeak  as  they  think.    When  Pk^ 

aS^sX^  ^^  defcribes  Pbito'%  Verger  to  us,  and  thch 

ff  tk  CmJi-  bodily  Conveniencies  or  Pain  that  attend  us^' 

dm  ^  Mm  Pi  aftcT  the  Ruin  and  Anmhilation  of  our  Bo-^ 

mmiiirLifs.  ^^^  ^^  accommodates  them  to  the  SeAfll 

we  have  of  them  ia  this  Iife» 

Secreti  celant  ealles^  &?  fft^rtea  circltm 
Sjha  tegit^  ctir^  mn  ipsa  in  morte  relinquunt  *• 

In  Vales  and  myrtle  Groves  they  penfive  lie. 
Nor  do  their  Cares  forfake  them,  when  they  die* 

When  Mahomet  promifes  his  Followers  a  Paradife  hung 
with  Tapeftry,  adorned  with  Gold  and  precious  StbncSs,  fiir- 
niflied  with  Wenches  of  excellent  Beauty,  rare  Wines,  and 
delicate  Difhes ;  I  plainly  fee  that  they  are  in  Jeil,  When, 
to  humour  our  Senfuality,  they  allure  and  attraft  us  by 
Hopes  and  Opinions  fuitable  to  our  mortal  Appetites  ? 
And  yet  fomc,  amongft  us,  are  fallen  into  the  tike  Error, 
promifing  to  themfetves,  after  the  Refufredion,  i,  Ter- 
reftrial  and  Temporal  Life^  accompanied  with  all  fortsf  of 
worldly  Conveniences  and  Pleafures.  Can  we  believe, 
that  Plato^  he  who  had  fudi  heavenly  Cortceptidns,  and 
was  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  Divinity,  as  thence  ta 
acquire  the  Surname  of  the  Divine  Plato^  ever  thdUgh|r 
that  the  poor  Creature,  Man^  had  any  Thing  in  hltt  ap- 

Elicable  to  that  incortiprebenfibre  Power  ?  And  that  hit; 
elieved,  that  the  weak  Holds  W6  are  able  to  take  Wtfro 
cap^le,  or  the  Force  of  our  Underftandingj  fixfEcierit  td 
participate  of  Beatitude,  or  eternal  Pains  ?  We  (hdulct^ 
then  tell  him,  from- human  Reafon,  if  the  Pleafures  thou 
daft  promife  us,  in  the  other  Life,  d!fe  of  the  fame  kitid 
that  I  have  enjoyed  here  below,  this  has  nothing  in  cortv 
mon  with  Infinity :  Though  all  my  fiv'e  natural  Senfes 
(hould  be  even  ravifhed  with  Pleafure,  and  my  Soul  fuU 
of  all  the  Contentment  it  could  hope  or  defirc,  we  know 

what 

*  ^neid.  lib*  \\,  v,  z^/^-Jj, 


■ 

what  ali  this  amounts  to,  all  this  would  be  nothing :  If 
there  be  any  Thing  of  mine  there,  there  is  nothing  Di« 
vine ;  if  this  be  no  more  than  what  nuy  belong  to  our 
pre&nt  Condition,   it  cannot  be  of  any  Account:   All 
Contentment  of  Mortals  is  morul :  Even  the  Knowledge 
of  our  Parents,  Children,  and  Friends,  if  that  can  affcdt 
and  delight  us  in  the  other  World,  if  that  ftill  continue  a 
Sadsfaftion  to  us  there,  we  ftilt  remain  in  earthly  and  fi« 
irite  Conveniencies :  We  cannot,  as  we  ought,  conceive 
the  Greatnefe  of  thcfe  hipjh  and  divine  Promifes,  if  we 
could,  in  any  fort  conceive  them :  To  have  a  worthy 
Imagination  of  them,  we  muft  imagine  them  unimagina- 
ble, inexplicable,  and  incomprehenfiblc,    and  abfolutely 
different  from  thofe  of  our  wretched  Experience.   ^Ey^ 
katb  notfeettj  faith  St.  Pauty  nor  Ear  beards  miibgr  have 
entered  into  fhe  Heart  bf  Man^  tbe  Tbings  tbat  God  batb  pre-^ 
fared  for  them  tbat  love  bim.     And  if,  to 
render  us  capable,  ©or  Being  be  reformed    ^ch^^ 
and  changed  (as  tkoci  fayeft,  Ptato^  by  thy   our  B^^  % 
Purifications)  it  ou^t  to*  be  ft>  extreme  and   fua^ffy  *ifir 
total  a  Change,  that,  by  Natural  Philofophy,    ^!^  ^^ 
we  Ihall  be  no  mor-e  ourfelves.  ^^ 

'  He£ior  erat  tunc  cum  bello  certabat^  at  ilk 
^raHus  ait  JSmomo  nm  erai  He^r  equo  \ 

i.  e. 

He  Heffor  was,  whilfl:  he  did  fight,  but,  when 
Drawn  by  Acbilks"  Steeds,  no  HeSor  then. 

It  muft  be  fomething  elfe  that  muft  receive  thele  Re^* 
wards. 

-^E^^  mutatury  d^hitUTy  inierit  ergo  ^ 

Trajiciuntur  enim  partes  atque  or£ne  migrant  ^. 

i.  e. 

Things,  changed,  diilblved  are,  and  therefore  die  j 
Their  Parts  are  miit*d,  and  from  their  Order  fly. 

For,  in  Pytbagorat*%  Metempfycbqfis^.  and  the  Change  of 
Habitation  that  he  imagined  Souls  underwent,  can  we  be- 
lieve, 

•  I  Cor.  if.  9.  /  Ovid.  Trift,  lib.  iii.  El.  «.  v.  27.  »■  Lucitt, 

lib,  iii.  V.  756, 
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licve,  that  the  Lion,  in  whom  the  Soul  of  Oefar  is  in- 
clofed,  does  efpoufe  defar's  PafTions,  or  that  the  Lion  is 
he  ?  For,  if  it  was  ftill  defar^  they  would  be  in  the  right, 
who,  controverting  this  Opinion  with  P/a/^,  ceproach 
him,  that  the  Son  might  be  Icen  to  ride  his  Mother  tranf- 
formed  into  a  Mule,  and  the  like  Abfurdities  :  And  can 
we  believe,  that,  in  the  Tranformations  which  are  made 
of  the  Bodies  of  Animals  into  others  of  the  fame  kind^ 
that  the  new  Comers  are  no  other  than  their  Predeceflbrs  ? 
From  the  Afhes  of  a  Phoenix  %  they  fay,  a  Worm  is  in- 
gendered,  and  from  that  another  Phoenix  ;  who  can  ima- 
gine, that  this  fecond  Phoenix  is  not  other  than  the  firft  ? 
We  fee  our  Silk- worms,  as  it  were,  die  and  wither ;  and 
from  this  withered  Body  a  Butterfly  is  produced,  and  from 
that  another  Worm ;  how  ridiculous  would  it  be  to  ima- 
gine, that  this  were  ftill  the  firft  ?  That  which  has  once 
ceafed  to  be,  is  no  more. 

Necjt  materiam  noftram  coUegerit  at  as 
Poji  obitum^  rurfumque  redegerit^  utftta  nunc  eft^ 
Atque  Uericm  nobis  fuerint  data  lumina  vit^y 
Pertineat  quidquam  iainen  ad  nos  id  quoque  faSlumy 
Interrupa  femel  cum  Jit  repetentia  nojira  '. 

Neither,  tho*  Time  fhould  gather  and  reftore 
Our  Alhes  to  the  Form  they  had  before. 
And  give  again  new  Life  and  Light  withal. 
Would  that  new  Figure  us  concern  at  all ; . 
Nor  we  again  ever  the  fame  be  feen. 
Our  Being  having  interrupted  been. 

And  PlatOj  when  thou  fayeft,  in  another  Place,  That  it 
(hall  be  the  fpiritual  Part  of  Man,  that  will  be  concerned 
in  the  Fruition  of  the  Rewards  in  another  Life,  thou  tel- 
left  us  a  Thing,  wherein  there  is  as  little  Appearance  of 
Truth. 

Scilicet  avolfus  radicibus^  ut  nequit  ullany 
Dijpicere  ipfe  oculus  remy  feorfum  cor  pore  toto  ^. 

i.  e. 

^  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  x.  c.  2.        «  r.Uvrct.  lib.  iii.  v.  859,  t^r,       ^  Id. 
ibid,  V,  5*62,  CSTr. 


Ch.mh  ^;7 ^^^y^r Raimond de Sebonde.     9^7 

i.  e. 

For,  as  the  Eye  grows  ftifF,  ^nd  altogether  blind,      j 
When  from  its  Spcktt  retit^  fo  Soul  and  Mind  > 

XiOfe  all  their  Powers,  when  from  the  Limbs  disjoined.  ^ 

For,  at  this  Rate,  it  would  np  more  be  Mian^  nor  confe»- 
quently  us,  who  (hould  be  concerned  in  this  Enjoyment  ^ 
for  we  are  compofed  of  twp  principal]  y  eflential  Parts,  the 
Separatioa  of  which  is  tdie  X)cath  and  Rjuid  of  <^ur  Beio^. 

Inter  \enim  j£lla  efi  nriiaipaufa^  vagique 
D€0rrarunl  pafim  mat  us  ai  fenfibus  omnes  ^ 

I.  i. 

When  once  that  Paufc  of  Life  is  come  between, 
*T.is  juft  the  fame  as  we  had  never  been. 

We  do  not  fay,  that  the  Man  fufFers,  though  the  Wormi 
feed  upon  his  Members,  and  that  the  Earth  confumes 
them. 

Et  nihil  hoc  ad  nos^  qui  miu  con/ugioque 
Corporis  atque  anitme  conjiftimus  uniter  apti  ". 

/.  e. 

What's  that  to  us  ?  for  If^e  are  only  ^, 
While  Soul  and  Body  in  one  Frame  agree. 

Moreover,  upon  what  Foundation  of  their  Jufticc  can 
the  Gods  take  Notice  of,  or  reward  Man,  after   ^^  Fototda- 
his  Death,  for  his  good  and  virtuous  Ai^ions,    tion  if  Rg. 
which  they  themfelvcs  promoted  and  pro-    wflr*Wp«- 
duced  in  him  ?   And  why  fliould  they  be  of-   "^'^^J^i? 
fended  at,  or  punifli  him  for  wicked  ones,    ^^        ^'* 
Hnce  themfelves  have  created  him  in  fo  frail  a  Condition, 
and  when,  with  one  Glance  of  their  Will,  they  might  pre* 
Vent  him  from  falling  ?  Mi^ht  not  Epicurus^  with  great 
Colour  of  human  Reafon,  objeft  that  to  Plato  f  Did  h^ 
not  often  fave  himfelf  with  this  Sentence,  *  That  it  is  im^ 
*  poflible  to  cftablilh  any  Thing  certain  of  the  immor> 
^  tal  Nature  by  the  mortal  ?  She  does  nothing  but  erf 

Vol,  II.  S  •  thrgughr 

*  *  Lucret.  lib.  iii,  v.  872.         "  Id.  ibid.  v.  8^^. 
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*  throughout,  but  efpecially  when  flie  meddles  with  Di- 

*  vine  Things.*  Who  does  more  evidently  perceive  this, 
than  we  do  ?  For  although  we  have  given  her  certain  and 
infallible  Principles,,  and  thoudh  we  have  enlightened  her 
Steps  with  the  facred  Lamp  of  Truth,  which  it  has  plea- 
Ted  God  to  cerninronicatc  to  us  j  we  cfaily  fee,  neverchdefs, 
that  if  fhe  fwerve  never  fo  little  from  the  ordinaiy  Path, 
"and  ftrays  from,  or  wanders  out  of  the  Way,  fet  out  and 
btaten  hj  the  Church,  how  foon  fhe  lofes,  confounds,  and 
fetters  herfelf,  tumbling  and  floating  in  this  vaft,  turbu- 
lent, and  waving  Sea  of  human  Opinions,  without  Re- 
ftraint,  and  without  any  View  ;  fo  foon  as  (he  lofes  this 
great  and  common  Road,  (he  is  bewildered  in  a  Labyrinth 
The  Ridicu-  ^^  ^  thoufand  feveral  Paths.  Man  cannot  be 
lou/ne/s  of  pre-  any  Thing  but  what  he  is,  nor  imagine  be- 
tending  to  youd  the  Rcach  of  his  Capacity :  '  *Tis 
^ml^y      *  a  greater  Prefumption,  fays  Pluiarcby  in 

wfik/f/i/^    '  ^h^"^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  M^^>  ^^  attempt  to  fpcak 

*  and  difcourfe  of  the  Gods  and  Dim-Gods^ 

*  than  it  is  in,  a  Man,  ignorant  of  Mufic,  to  judge  of 

*  Singers  -,  or  in  a  Man,  who  never  was  in  a  Camp,  to  dif- 

*  pute  about  Arms  and  Martial  Affairs,  prefuming,  by 

*  fome  light  Conjefture,  to  comprehend  the  Effefts  of  an 

*  Art  he  is  totally  a  Stranger  to.'  Antiquity,  I  believe, 
thought  to  pafs  a  Compliment  upon  the  Divinity,  in  afli- 
milating  it  to  Man,  invefting  it  with  his  Faculties,  and 
adorning  it  with  his  quaint  Humours,  and  more  ihameful 
Neceflities  ;  offering  it  our  Aliments  to  eat,  our  Dances, 
Mafquerades,  and  Farces  to  divert  it,  our  Veftments  to 
cover  it,  and  our  Houfes  to  dwell  in  •,  careffing  it  with 
the  Odours  of  Incenfe,  and  the  Sounds  of  Mufic,  belides 
Garlands  and  Nofegays :  And,  to  accommodate  it  to  our 
.vicious  Paffions,  Ibothing  its  Juftice  with  inhuman  Ven- 
geance, and  fuppofmg  it  delighted  with  the  Ruin  and  Dif- 
fipation  of  Things  by  its  felf  created  and  jM-eferved :  As 
Tiberius  Sempromus^^  who  caufed  the  rich  Spoils  and  Arms 
•he  had  gained  from  the  Enemy  in  Sardinia  to  be  burnt 
fox  a  Sacrifice  to  Vulcan :    As  did  Paulus  JEmlius  thofc  of 

.  I  Micedonia 
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Macedonia  to  Mars  and  Minerva.    So  Alexan-    ^^^  jreneral 
deTy  arriving  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  threw  fc-    Fraakeefap* 
veral  great  Veffels  of  Gold  into  the  Sea,  in  ptafing  the  Di- 
Favour  of  Tbelis ;    and,  moreover,  loaded   '^^'>*  ^^' 
her  Altars  with  a  Slaqghter,  not  of  innocent   ^^/l""^ 
Beafts  only,  but  of  Men  alfo  ;  as  feveral  Na- 
tions, and  ours  amongft  the  reft,  were  ordinarily  ufed  to 
do  :  And  I  believe  there  is  no  Nation  that  has  not  tried 
the  Experiment. 

Sulmone  creates 

^uaiiuor  bicjuvenes^  totidem  quos  educat  UfenSy 
Vivenies  rapit^  infer ias  quos  immolet  umbris  ". 

I.  e. 

He  took  of  Youths,  at  Sulmo  born.  Four  j 
Of  thofe  at  Ufens  bred,  as  many  more ; 
Of  them  alive,  in  moft  inhuman  wife, 
'  To  offer  to  the  God,  in  Sacrifice. 

The  Getes  **  hold  themfelves  to  be  immortal,  and  that  their 
Deaths  is  nothing  but  a  beginning  a  Journey  towards  their 
God  Zamolxis.     Once  in  five  Years  they  dif-    Zamoixis  the 
patch  one,  from  among  them,  to  him,  to  in-    OoJ  of  tU 
treat  fome  Necel&ries  of  him  \  which  Envoy   ^^^^* 
is  chofen  by  Lot,  and  the  Form  of  difpatching  him,  after 
having  inftrufted  him,  by  Word  of  Mouth,  what  he  is 
to  deliver,  is,  that  three  of  the  By-ftanders  hold  out  fo 
many  Javelins,  againft  which  the  reft  throw  his  Body  with 
all  their  Force.     If  he  happens  to  be  wounded  in  a  mor- 
tal Part,  and  immediately  dies,  they  think  it  a  fure  Ar- 
gument of  the  Divine  Favour ;  but,  if  he  efcape,  they 
think  him  wicked  and  accurfed,  and  another  is  deputed, 
after  the  fame  manner,  in  his  Stead.     Amefiris^  the  ^  Mo- 
,  ther  oi  Xerxes^  being  grown  Old,  caufed,  at  once,  four- 
teen young  Men,  of  the  beft  Families  of  Per-    Sacnfia  of 
fia^  to  be  buried  alive,  according  to  the  Re-  fourteen  young 
ligion  of  the  Country,  to  gratify  fome  infer-    ^^*-  ^ 
nal  Deity :  And  yet,  to  this  Day,  the  Idols  of  TChemixtiran 

S  2  V  are 

"  ^neid.  lib.  x.  v.  517,  lie.  •  Herodot.  Ub.  iv.'p.  289. 

'  She  was  the  Wife  oiXtrxes^  who  was  boMi  oH  Jtqffa^  lighter  of  C^ 
rus.  Plutarch,  dc  Superftitione,  c.  1 3,  et  Herodotas,  l\b*  nu,  ^«  ^11* 


26a  Montaigne'!  Eppfs^  Book  IL 

arc  cemented  with  the  Blood  of  little  Children^  and  they 
delight  in  no  Sacrifice,  but  of  thcfe  pure  and  infanune 
Souls  ;  a  Juftice  thirfty  of  the  Blood  of  Innocents. 

^antum  Ritigio  potuit  fuddere  mahmm  % 

Such  impious  Ufe  was  of  Religion  made» 
Such  dev^lilh  Ads  Relig^n  could  perfuade. 

The  Carthaginians  facrificed  their  own  Children  to  Saimrn  i 
Carthaginian  and  they  who  had  none  of  their  own,  bought 
Children  facri'  of  othcrs  **,  the  Father  and  Mother  being,  in 
fictd  to  SatuHL  ^hg  n^ean  Time,  obliged  to  affift  at  the  Cere- 
mony,  with  a  gay  and  contented  Countenance.  It  was  a 
<rhe  Barbarity  ^^ange  Fancy  to  gratify  the  Divine  Bounty 
and  Sen/elefs-  with  our  AfBifUon  ;  like  the  LaceddcmonianSy 
nejj  of  this  who  rcgalcd  their  Diana  with  the  Torment- 
Praaice.  •  ^^g  ^f  young  Boys,  whom  they  caufed  to  be 

'  whipped,  for  her  fake,  very  often  to  Death.  ''  It  was  a 
lavage  Humour  to  think  to  gratify  the  Architect  by  the 
Subverfion  of  his  Building  •,  to  feek  to  take  away  the  Pu- 
nifhment  due  to  the  Guiky,  by  punilhing  the  Innocent ; 
and  to  imagine,  that  poor  Iphigma^  at  the  Port  of 
AuliSy  fhould,  by  her  Death,  and  by  being  facrificed,  make 
Sacisfadion  to  God  for  the  Crimes  committed  by  i3ie  Ar- 
my of  the  Greeks. 

Et  cajia  incefte  nubendi  tempore  in  ipfo 
Hofiia  concideret  maSatu  mafia  faretitis  \ 

i.  e. 

And  that  the  Chafte  fhould,  in  her  nuptial  Band> 
Die  by  a  moft  unnatural  Father's  Hand. 

And  that  the  two  noble  and  generous  Souls  of  the  two 
Decii^  the  Father  and  the  Son,  to  incline  the  Favour  of 
the  Gods  to  be  propitious  to  the  Aflnivrs  of  Rome^  fhould 
throw  tbemfelves  headlong  into  the  Thickeft  of  the  E« 
nemy.  ^^afmt  tanta  Deorum  tniquitas^  ut  placaripoptda 
Romans  non  pojfent^  rdfi  tales  viri  occidiffent  ?  How  girat 

was 

»  Locr^IHi.  L  V.  los.    ^  Pkauch»  ibid.    '  Idem,  in  the  Notable  Simngf 
^it»Xm\^dmmMiwtt*    '  Lucr^  ]ik  L  n  99*  too.    *  Cicero  de  Nat  Deer. 
lib.  Si.  e»6.  t 
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Mfaa  the  Refentment  of  the  Gods,  i;{iat  they  could  not  be 
reconciled  to  the  People  of  Rome^  unlefs  luch  Men  pc- 
rifted  ?  To  which  may  be  added,  that  it  is  not  in  the 
Criminal  to  caufe  hinifelf  to  be  fcourged,  according  to 
his  own  Meafure,  nor  at  his  own  Time,  but  that  it 
purely  belongs  to  the  Judge  5  who  confiders  nothing  as 
Chaftifements,  but  what  he  appoints;  and  cannot  call 
that  a  Punilhment,  which  the  Sufferer  chufes.  The  Di- 
vine Vengeance  prefuppofes  an  abfolute  Diffent  in  us, 
both  from  its  Juftice,  and  our  Punilhments ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  a  ridiculous  Humour  of  Polycrates  \  the  Ty- 
rant of  SamoSj  who,  to  interrupt  the  continued  Courfe 
of  his  good  Fortune,  and  to  balance  it,  Mrent  and  threw 
the  deareft  and  mofc  precious  Jewel  he  had  into  the 
Sea  5  believing,  that,  by  this  Misfortune  of  his  own  pro- 
curingj  he  fkti3fied  the  Revolution  and  Viciflitude  of  For- 
tune ;  and  ihe,  to  ridicule  his  Folly,  ordered  it  fo,  that 
the  fame  Jewel  came  again  into  his  Hands,  being  found 
in  the  Belly  of  a  Fifti.  And  then  to  what  End  are  thofe 
Tearings  and  Difmemberings  by  the  CorybanleSy  the  Me- 
nadesy  and  in  our  Times  by  the  Mahometans^  who  cut 
and  flalh  their  Faces,  Bofoms,  and  Members,  to  gra« 
tify  their  Prophet,  forafmuch  as  the  Offence  lies  in 
the  Will,  not  in  the  Bread:,  Eyes,  Genitals,  Beauty,  the 
Shoulders,  or  the  Throat  ?  "  Tatitus  eft  perturbata  mentis^ 
fcf  fedibus  fuis  fulf^ey  furor ^  ut  Jic  Dii  placentur^  quemad- 
modum  ne  homines  qmdem  faviunt .  So  great  is  the  Fury 
of  troubled  Minds,  when  once  difplaced  from  the  Seat 
of  Reafon,  as  to  think  the  Gods  fhould  be  appeafed,  with 
what  even  Men  are  pot  fo  tnad  as  to  perform.  The  Ufe 
of  this  natural  Contexture  has  not  only  Refped  to  us, 
but  alfo  to  the  Service  of  God,  and  other  Men.  And 
it  is  as  unjuft  to  hurt  it  for  our  Purpofe,  as  to  kill  our- 
felves  upon  any  Pretence  whatever.  It  feems  to  be  great 
Cowardice  and  Treachery  to  cxercife  Cruelty  upon,  and 
to  deftroy  the  Fundtions  of  the  Body,  that  are  flupid  and 
fervile,  in  Order  to  fpare  the  Soul  the  Trouble  of  go- 
verning them  according  to  Reafon.  Ubi  iratos  Deos  //- 
menf^  qui  Jic  propitios  habere  merentur  ?  In  regia  libidinis 

S  3  %'qlHp- 
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voluptatem  caftrati  funt  quidam^  fed  nemo  fibi^  ne  vir  effii^ 
jubente  Domino^  manus  intulit.  How  are  they  afraid  of  the 
Anger  of  the  Gods,  who  think  to  merW  their  Favour  at 
that  Rate  ?  Some,  indeed,  have  been  made  Eunuchs  for 
the  Luft  of  Princes :  But  no  Man,  at  his  Mafter*s  Com- 
mand, has  put  his  own  Hand  to  unman  himfelf :  So  did 
they  fill  their  Religion  with  feveral  ill  Efieds.    . 

f Optus  olim 

Religio  peperit  fcelerofay  atque  impia  faSla  *. 

/.  e. 

Too  true  it  is,  that  oft  in  elder  Times 
Religion  did  produce  notorious  Crimes. 

Now  nothing  of  ours  can  in  any  Sort  be  compared  or 

likened  unto  the  Divine  Nature,  wnich  will 
'Tbi  foUyof      j^Qj.  blemilh  and  fmut  it  with  much  Impcrfec- 

'^Pi^^Mtd  ^  ^^^^*  Ho\y  can  that  infinite  Beauty,  Power 
Ferfeaions  of  and  Bounty,  admit  of  any  Correfpondence,  or 
God  according  Similitude,  to  fuch  abjeft  Things  as  wc  arc, 
*timl,    ^^^    without  extreme  Detriment  and  Diflionour 

to  his  t)ivine  Greatnefs  ?  Infirmum  Dei  fortius 
iji  bominihus :  Etflultum  Dei  fapientius  eft  hominibus  ^.  For 
the  Fooliftinefs  of  God  is  wifer  than  Men,  and  the  Wcak- 
nefs  of  God  is  ftronger  than  Men.  *  Sfilpo  the  Philolb- 
pher,  being  alked,  Whether  the  Gods  were  delighted  with 
our  Adorations  and  Sacrifices :  You  are  indifcreet,  an- 
fwered  he,  let  us  withdraw  apart,  if  you  talk  of-  fuch 
Things.  Nevcrthclefs,  we  prefcribe  him  Bounds,  wc  keep 
his  Power  befieged  by  our  Reafoning,  (I  call  our  Ravines 
and  Dreams  Reafon,  with  the  Difpenfation  of  Philofo- 
phy,  which  fays,  both  the  Fool  and  the  Knave  run  mad 
by  Reafon;  but  by  a  particular  Form  of  Reafon)  wc 
endeavour  to  fubjeft  him  to  the  vain  and  feeble  Appear- 
ances of  our  Underftandings  5  him,  who  has  made  both 
us  and  our  Knowledge.  Becaufe  that  nothing  is  made  of 
nothing,  God  therefore  could  not  make  the  World  with- 
out Matter.    What,  has  God  put  into  our  Hands  the 

Key3- 
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Keys  and  moft  fecret  Springs  of  his  Power  ?  Js  he  ob- 
liged not  to  exceed  the  Limits  of  our  Knowledge  ?  Put 
the  Cafe,  0  Man,  that  thou  haft  been  able  here  to  mark 
fome  Footfteps  of  his  Performances  :  Doft  thou  therefore 
think,  that  he  has  therein  done  all  he  could  do,  and  has 
crowded  all  his  Forms  and  Ideas  in  this  Work  ?  Thou 
feeft  nothing,  but  the  Order  and  Government  of  this  lit- 
tle Vault,  in  which  thou  art  lodged,  if  thou  doft  fee 
fo  much:  Whereas  his  Divinity  has   an, infinite  Jurif- 
difUon  beyond :  This  Part  has  nothing  in  Companion, 
of  the  Whole.      ' 

(mnia  cum  aelo^  Jerraque  mari^ue^ 


Nil  funt  ad  fummam  fummdi  iotius  omnem  \ 

i.  e. 

The  Earth,  the  Sea  and  Skies,  from  Pole  to  Pole,       * 
Are  fmall^  nay  nothing  to  the  Mighty  WHOLE.' 

*Tis  a  municipal  Law  that  thou  alledgeft,  thou  knoweft 
not  what  is  the  Univerfal.     Tie  thyfelf  to  that  to  which 
thou  art  fubjedt,  but  not  him ;  he  is  not  of  thy  Bro- • 
therhood,  thy  Fellow-Citizen,  or  Companion :  If  he  has 
in  fome  Sort  communicated  himfelf  unto  thee,  *tis  not 
to  debafe  himfelf  to  thy  Littlenefe,  nor  to  make  thee. 
Comptroller  of  his  Power.     A  human  Body  cannot  fly^ 
to   the   Clouds :  The  Sun  runs   every  Day  his  ordinary 
Courfe   without  ever  Retting :  The  Bounds  of  the  Sea 
and  the  Earth  cannot  be  confounded  :  The  Water  is  unr 
ftable,  and  without  Firmncfs :  A  Wall,  unlefs  it  has  a 
Breach  in  it,  is  impenetrable  to  a  folid  Body :  A  Man 
cannot  preferve  his  Life  in  the  Flames  j  he  cannot  be  both 
in  Heaven  and  upon  Earth,  and  in  a  thoufand  Places  at , 
once  corporally,     *Tis  for  thee,  that  he  has  made  thcfc 
Regulations ;  'tis  thee,  that  they  concern.     He  has  ma- 
nifefted  to  Cbriftians,  that  he  has  exceeded  them  all,  when-  - 
ever  it  pleafcd  him.     And,  in  Truth,  why.  Almighty  as 
he  is,  Ihould  he  have  limited  his  Power  within  any  cer- 
tain Meafure?  In.  whofe  Favour  fliould  he  have  renoun- 
ced his  Privilege  ?  Thy  Reafon  has  in  no  other  Thing 
Ojorp  of  Probability  and  Foundation,  than  where  it  per- 

S  4  fuadcs 
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fuades  thee  that  there  is  a  Plurality  of  Worlds. 

Terramue  et  folm^  lunam^  mare^  cater  a  qua  JHifty 
TJon  ejje  unicafed  numero  magis  innumerali  \ 

That  Earth,  Sun,  Moon,  Sea,  and  the  reft  that  are. 
Not  fiAgle,  but  innumerable  \<^ere. 

The  moft  eminent  Wits  of  the  elder  Times 
f  he  Plurality  believed  it ;  as  do  fome  of  this  Age  of  ours, 
of  the  f^orUs  compelled  by  the  Appearances  of  human  Rea- 
no^nen.  Oftus^    fon  iForafmuch   as. in  this  Fabric,    that^t 

behold,  there  is  nothing  fingle  and  one, 

cum  in  fumtnd  res  nulla  Jit  una^ 

Vnica  juagjgnatur:  Et  unicafolaque  crefcat^. 

i.  e. 

Since  nothing's  fingle  in  this  mighty  Mafs, 
That  can  alone  beget,  alone  increaie. 

:ind  that  all  the  Kinds  are  muhiplied  in  fome  Number : 
By  which  it  feems  not  to  be  likely,  that  God  (hould  have 
xsajde  this  Work  only  without  a  Companion,  and  that  tlMT 
Matter  of  this  Form  ihould  have  been  totally  drained  in 
this  fole  Individual. 

^are  etkm  at^ue  etiam  tales  fat  ion  neceffi  ^, 

jEjffi  alios  alihi  congreffus  material^ 

^ualis  bic  eft  avido  cam^leMU  quern  tenet  at  her  *. 

i.  e. 

Wherefore  *tis  neccflafy  to  confeft. 
That  there  muft  elfewherc  be  the  like  Congrefs 
Of  the  like  Matter  which  the  airy  Space 
Holds  faft  within  its  infinite  Eln(ibrace. 

Efpecially  if  it  be  a  living  Creature,  which  its  Motions 
render  fo  credible,  that  Plato  •  affirms  it,  and  that  many 
of  oiir  People  either  confirm,  or  dare  not  deny  it.  No 
more  than  that  ancient  Qpinion,  that  the  Heavens,  the 

Stars, 

*•  Lnoet.  lib.ii. vi  1084.        »  I<L  ibid.  v.  1076.       <  Id.  ibid,  v  1065. 
*  In  his  Timziu,  p.  ivf. 
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Sursy  ^nd  other  Numbers  of  ihe  World,  are  Creatures 
compofed  of  Body  and  Soul :  Afyrfal  in  refpfe&of  their 
Compofition,  but  Immortal  by  the  Deterititnatibi^  of  the 
Creator.  Now  if  there  be  many  Worlds,  as  DemHritus^ 
Eficurusi  and  almoft  all  Philofophy  has  believed,  .what  do 
we  know,  but  that  the  Principles  and  Rules  of  this  of  ours 
may  in  like  nianner  concern  the  reft  ?  They  may  per- 
adventure  have  another  Form,  and  another  Polity.  -^£//« 
curus  fuppofes  them  either  like  or  unlike. 

We  fee  in  this  World  an  infinite  Difference  and  Variety 
according  to  the  Diftance  of  Places.     Nei- 
ther the  Corn,  Wine,  nor  any  of  our  Animals   ^'oordinm 
arc  to  be  fecn  in  that  new  Corner  of  the  World   fj^^^j^^j:, 
difcoyered  by  our  Fathers ;  'tis  all  there  ano-   }an^  Parts  c/ 
ther  Thing.     And,  in  Times  paft,  do  bu%  t^  Earth. 
confidcr  in  how  many  Parts  of  the  World 
they  bad  no  Knowledge  either  of  Bacchus  or  Ceres.    If 
Pliny  ox  Herodotus  are  to  be  believed,  there  are  in  certaioi 
Places  a  kind  of  Men  very  little  refembling  us  ^.    And 
there  are  mungrel  and  ambiguous  Forms,  betwixt  ithe 
human  and  bruul  Natures.     There  are  Countries, 'where 
Men  are  born  without  Heads,  having  their  Mouth  *  and 
Ejres  in  their  Breaft  ** :  Where  they  are  all  Hermaphrodites  \ 
where  they  go  on  all  four;  where  they  have  but  one  Eye 
in  their  Forehead,  and  a  Head  more  like  a  Dog  than  one 
of  us  * :  Where  they  are  half  Fifli,  the  lower  Part,  and 
live  in  the  Water :  Where  the  Women  bear  at  five  Years 
old,  and  live  but  eight  ^\  Where  the  Head  and  Skin  of 
the  Forehead  are  fo  hard,  that  a  Sword  will  not  touch  them, 
but  rebounds  again :  Where  Men  have  no  Beards :  Na- 
tions that  know  not  the  Ufe  of  Fire,  and  others  that  ejedl 
Seed  of  a  black  Colour  ^  What  fliall  we  fay  of  thofe  that 

naturally 

^  T^log.  Lam.  in  the  Life  o^Epicurust  lib.  x.  fedl.  85. 

«  Herod.  liK  iv.  p.  324,  where  are  faid  to  be  fome  with  Heads  like  tlioft 
of  Does. 

^  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  viii.  c.  2.  He  took  thofe  for  a  fort  of  Apes. 

^  Herod,  lib.  iii.  p.  234.  ^  Plin.  Nat.  Hiil.  lib.  vi.  c.  30.  et  lib.  vii, 

c.  2. 

^  Herod,  lib.  iii.  p.  229.  A  very  able  Anatoxnift  has  affurcdnie  that  thi«  it 
falfc,  .    • 
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natur&lly  "  change  themfelves  into  Wolves,  Mares,  and 
then  into  Men  again?  And  if  it  be  true,  as "  PUUarcb  fays, 
that,  ill  iowit  Place  of  the  Indies^  there  are  Men  without 
Mouths,  who  Douriih  themfelves  with  the  Smell  of  certain 
Odours,  how  many  of  our  Defcriptions  are  falfe  ?  Man  is 
no  more  rifible,  nor,  peradventure,  capable  of  Reafbn 
and  Society.  The  Difpofition  and  Caufe  of  our  internal 
Compoiition  would  for  the   moft  Part  be  to  no  pur- 

pofc. 

Moreover,  how  many  Things  are  there  in  our  own 
Uiu^  Things  Knowledge,  that  oppofe  thofe  fine  Rules  wc 
in  Nature  cm-  have  cut  out  for,  and  prefcribe  to  Nature  ? 
tr/trytotbi  And  yet  we  undertake  to  bring  God  himfelf 
^Sd^  into  them !  How  many  Things  do  we  call 
^^w.  iniraculous  and  contrary  to  Nature  ?    This  is 

done  by  every  Nation,  and  by  every  Man^ 
in  Proportion  to  their  Share  of  Ignorance.  How  many 
occult  Properties  and  Quintcffences  do  we  difcover  ?  For 
our  going  according  to  Nature  is  no  more  than  go- 
ing according  to  what  we  underiland,  as  far  as  that 
is  able  co  follow,  and  as  far  as  we  fee  into  it:  All 
beyond  that  is  monftrous  and  irregular.  Now,  by 
this  Account,  all  Things  will  be  monftrous  to  thie^ 
wiled  and  moft  underftanding  Men ;  for  human  Rea- 
fon  has  perfuaded  them,  that  it  had  no  manner  of  Ground 
or  Foundation,  not  fo  much  as  to  be  fure  that  Snow  is 
white  ^  for  Anaxagoras  affirmed  it  to  be  black ";  if  there 

be 

"  Here  Mcntoigne  ieems  not  to  have  riehtly  attended  to  his  PliMft  who 
ftys,  Thai  a  Pcrton  who  can  be  perfuaded  that  Men  were  ever  metamor- 
phofed  into  Weaves,  and  afterwards  into  Men  again,  will  be  ready  to  give  his 
Credit  to  all  the  Fables  that  have  been  invented  for  (b  many  Ages  poft. 
Plitt^f  living  there  quoted  fome  Stories  of  fuch  pretended  Metainorpho(es» 
cries  out,  'TIS  ailonifhing,  how  hx  the  Greeks  have  extended  their  Credulity. 
There  is  no  Lye  ever  fo  impudent  that  wants  a  Witneis  to  prove  it.  /%Bf» 
]jb.  viii.  c  22. 

^  I  cannot  find  the  Paflkge  in  Plutarch  from  whence  Mo/ttaigtie  took  diis; 
but  Pliny,  in  his  Nat  Hiil.  lib.  vii.  c  2,  relates  tliat  at  the  EjSremity  of  the' 
Miest  near  the  Source  of  the  Gastges,  there  is  a  Nation  dEJftomes^  i.  p.  a 
People  without  Mouths,  all  whofe  Bodies  are  covered  with  a  mag  Hair,  and 
dre^  in  the  Dowa  of  Leaves,  and  who  live  only  by  the  Scents  the^  draw 
in  through  their  Noftrils. 

*  Cic.  Acad.  Quxft.  lib.  iv.  c  23.  Sextus  Emfiricus  alA  puts  Metreehnu 
#fC^i>;  in  the  Numb^  of  Sceptics,    £|  Uh  xfin^t*  o^ifiiitid  p»  146^ 
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be  any  thing,  or  if  there  be  nothing ;  if  whether  we  know, 
or  do  not  know ;  which  Metrodarus  Cbius  denied-  that  Man 
was  able  to  determine  :  Or  whether  we  live,  as  Euripides 
doubts,  whether  the  Life  we  live  is  Life,  or  whether  that 
be  not  Life,  which  we  call  Death. 

To  ^v  St  3'vi{(rxf»jJ  er"*  ^« 

/.  e. 

Who  knows  if  Life  been't  that  which  we  call  Death, 
And  Death  the  Thing  that  we  call  Life  ? 

And  not  without  fome  Appearance.  For  why  do  we  from 
this  Inftant  derive  the  Title  of  Being,  which  is  but  a 
Flafli  of  Lightning  in  the  infinite  Courfe  of  an  eternal* 
Night,  and  \o  fhort  an  Interruption  of  our  perpetual  and 
natural  Condition  ?  Death  poflcfling  all  that  pafled  be- 
fore, and  all  the  future  of  this  Moment,  and  alfo  a  good 
Part  of  the  Moment  itfelf .  ^  Others  fwear  there  is  no  Motion 
at  all,  as  the  Followers  of  Melijfus^  and  that  nothing  ftirs. 
For,  if  there  be  but  one,  neither  can  that  fpherical  Motion 
be  of  any  Ufe  to  him,  nor  the  Motion  from  Motion  of 
one  Place  to  another,  as  Plato  proves.  That  "Things  Idow 
there  is  neither  Generation  nor  Corruption  in  '  ^^^^ 
Nature.  ^Protagoras  fays.  That  there  is  nothing  in  Na- 
ture but  Doubt :  That  a  Man  may  equally  dilpute  of  all 
Things  5  and  even  of  this,  whether  a  Man  may  equally 
difpute  of  all  Things:  ^  Manfipbanes^  that,  of  Things 
which  feem  to  be,  nothing  is  more  than  it  is  not :  That 

there 

P  Plato  in  his  Gornas,  p.  30O9  Dtog,  Laert.  in  the  Life  of  Pjrrbof  lib.  ix. 
fe£L  73,  and  Sextuszmfiricus,  Pyrrh.  Hypot.  lib,  iii.  c.  24,  quote  thefe 
Verfes  difterently  from  memielvesi  and  what  diey  are  here ;  and  yet  there  U 
no  real  Difference  in  the  Senie. 

^  Diog.Laert.  m  the  Life  of  MeUfflts^  lib.  ix.teft.  24. 

'  Diog.  Laert,  in  the  Life  of  Protagoras,  lib,  ix.  fedt  5 1 .  TTp^e  J  to  believe 
Protagoras,  lays  Seneca,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Nature  of  Things  but  <what  ii 
doubtful,  Ep.  88. 

•  This  muft  certainly  be  a  Miftake  of  the  Prefs,  for  Naufiphams,  who  was 
9  Difciple  and  Follower  of  Pyrrho,  as  fudi  moft  maintain,  that  there  wa^ 
Qothing  certain  but  Uncertainty^  and  diis  is'what  Montaigtu  would  undoubt* 

Cdly 
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there  is  nothing  certain  but  Uncertainty.  ^  Parmtmdes^ 
that,  of  that  which  feems,  there  is  no  one  Thing  in  g^e- 
ral ;  that  there  is  but  one  Thing.  "*  Ztm^  that  one  even 
is  not ;  and  that  there  is  nothing.  If  there  were  one 
Thing,  it  would  either  be  in  another,  or  in  itielf.  If  it 
be  ia.  another,  they  are  two  :  If  it  be  in  itfelf,  they  are 
yet  two;  the  comprehending  and  the  compreliended. 
According  to  thcfeDodlrines,  the  Nature  of  Things  is  no 
other  than  a  Shadow,  either  falfe  or  vain. 
For  ^Cbrijiian  to  talk  after  this  Manner  I  always  thought 

it  very  indifcreet  and  irreverent,  God  cannot 
A^r''^  die;  God  cannot  contradidt  himfelf;  God 
M0n^6e%A-  cannot  do  this,  or  that.  I  do  not  like  to 
^at&theRidh  have  the  Divine  Power  fo  limited  by  the 
rfour  Speech.  Rules  of  our  Speech.  And  the  Appearance 
which  prefents  itfelf  to  us  in  thefe  Proportions,  ought  to 
be  reprefented  more  religioufly  and  reverently. 

Our  Speech  has  its  Failings  and  Defeats,  as  well  as  all 

the  red.  Grammar  is  that  which  creates 
Bmantan.  ^^^  Difturbance  in  the  World.  Our  Suits 
;X!'^        only  fpring  from  the  Debate  of  the  Interpret 

tation  of  Laws:  And  moft  Wars  proceed 
from  the  Inability  of  Minifters  clearly  to  exprefs  the 
Conventions  and  Treaties  of  Princes.  How  many  Quar- 
rels, and  of  how  great  Importance,  has  the  Doubt  ot  the 
Meaning  of  this  Syllable  Hoc  created  in  the  World  ?   Let 

us 

tdly  have  us  here  undcrftand,  according  to  the  Report  of  Sewfca^  who  fey« 
cxprefly,  <  Were  I  to  believe  Naufiphanes^  the  only  one  thing  certain  is,  tliat 
•  there  is  nothine  certain.'  Ep.  88. 


^enu^rjanesf  n  wc  may  Dcucve  jarijiotUy  wno  lays,  iiu.  i.  ivicutpuyi.  ^  5>  ji  i«k 
ParmenUes  really  believed  there  was  but  one  nngle  Being,  but  that  to  Canrt 
Appearances  he  admitted  of  two  Principles,  I^at  and  Cold.  I  have  this 
laA  Quotation  from  the  Tranflator  of  Cic.  de  Natura  Deorum,  Tom.  iii. 
p.  2^6,  Were  I  to  believe  ParmenideSf  tays  Seneca,  Ep.  88,  there  is  no- 
thing but  one  Thing.  And  probably  from  nence  it  was  that  Montmipu  took; 
what  he  tells  us  here  of  Parmenides.  .  _^  ^'^  Jj 

«  This  Zeno  mull  be  the  Zeno  of  Eleus,  the  Difciple  ofParmemdn. 
Pyrrhontcins  reckoned  him  one  of  their  Scft.     Diog,  LmtU  in  thi 
Pyrrho,  lib.  ix.  fe6l.  72.    Montaigne  here  has  alfo  copied  Seneca 
where  after  thefe  Words,  Were  I  to  believe  Parmcnides,  there  if 

j^fjfixffhe  aclil6  immediately,  If^  Zeno,  there  is  not  fo  much  i 
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us  admit  the  Conclufion  that  Logic  itfelf  prefents  us  with 
to  be  the  dearcft.  If  you  fay.  It  is  fair  Weather^  and  that 
you  fay  true,  it  is  then  fair  Weather.  Is  not  this  a  very 
cenain  Form  of  fpeaking  ?  And  yet  it  will  deceive  us: 
That  it  will  do  fo,  let  us  follow  the  Example.  If  you 
iay.  You  lye,  and  that  you  fay  true,  then  you  do  lye. 
The  Art,  the  Reafoo,  and  Force  of  the  Conclufion  of 
this,  arc  hke  to  the  other,  and  yet  we  arc  gravelled. 

The  Pyrrbanian  Philofophers,  I  difcern,  cannot  exprefa 
their  general  Conception  in  any  manner.    For    ^^  p^,.     -^ 
they  abJblutely  require  a  new  Language  011    miat'aL^,  ' 
purpofe.     Ours  is  all  formed  of  afHrmative  fir  ti'm-di  t»- 
Propofitions,  which  are  totally  againtV  them,    f^bk^frtfrt' 
Infomuch  that  when  they  fay,  I  doubt,  they  "oX!X' 
are  prcfently  taken  by  the  Throat,  to  make 
them  confefs,  that  at  leaft  they  know  and  are  afTured  that 
they  do  doubt.    By  which  Means  they  have  been  compel- 
led to  Ihelterthemfelves  under  this  medicinal  Compariwn, 
without  which,   their  Humour  would   be  inexplicable. 
When  they  pronounce,  I  know  not ;  or,  I  doubt ;  they 
fay,  that  this  Propofition  carries  off  itfelf,  with  tl^  n*, 
not  more,  nor  lefs  than  Rhubarb  ",  that  drives  out  lie  il 
Humours,  and  carries  itfelf  oH*  with  them.    ThiiFT"' 
is  better  conceived  by  the  Interrogation :  Whatdo  J  iw' 
(as  I  bear  it  in  the  Emblem  of  aBalance  *.)  See  vir  Zfe 
they  make  of  .this  irreverent  Way  of  fiieakiiK.  '  Ir* 
prefent  Difputes  about  our  Religion,  ifyoojit^^  iU- 
Terfaries  too  hard,  they  will  roundly  tell  yon,  tftri-i* 
in  the  Power  of  God  to  make  it  fo,  thm  hit  la?"  ftuia* 
in  Paradife  and  upon  Eanh,  and  in  ferenl  Ap''"^ 
And  fee  what  Advantage  the  ancient  ScodEra^^^         is 
However;  fays  he,  it  is  no  little  ConUtv  **"J'      -s  in 
lee  (hai  God   canno^'     ^ll  Tfaiivi: /irk^V*'      Jom- 

l;— .-.If   :ri ij  tfceaiirfA^^p*     s  are  a 

•■     aFiw- 

^      .e  makes 

***^      with  her 

^^-^        -  St.Ai^«aiDB 

Weights 
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have  in  fuch  a  painful  Life  :  He  cannot  make  Mortals 
immortal,  nor  bring  to  Life  again  the  Dead :  Nor  mrake 
it  fo,  that  he  who  has  lived,  has  not ;  nor  that  he,  who 
has  had  Honours,  has  not  had  them,  having  no  other 
Right  to  the  paft,  than  that  of  Oblivion  '.  And,  that  this 
Comparifon  of  a  Man  to  God  may  alfo  be  made  out  by 
pleafant  Examples,  he  cannot  order  it  fo,  he  fays,  that 
twice  ten  (hall  not  be  twenty.  This  is  what  he  fays,  and 
what  a  Cbriftian  ought  to  take  heed  of  letting  fall  from 
his  Lips.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  it  feems  as  if  Ibme 
Men  midied  fuch  mad  impudent  Language,  to  reduce 
God  to  their  own  Meafure. 

■  Cras  vel  atrd 

Nube  polum  pater  occupatOj 
Vel  fole  puroy  non  tamen  irritum 
Sluodcumque  retro  eft^  efficiet :  neque 
Diffingety  infeSlumque  reddet^ 
'  Siuod  fugiens  femel  bora  vexit  *. 

i.  e. 

'  To-morrow,  let  it  fhine  or  rain. 
Yet  cannot  this  the  paft  make  vain  ; 
Nor  uncreate  and  render  void. 
That  which  was  Yefterday  enjoy*d  *. 

When  we  fay,  that  the  Infinity  of  Ages,  as  well  paft  as 
to  come,  are  but  one  Inftant  with  God  :  That  his  Boun- 
ty, Wifdom,  and  Power  are  the  fame  with  his  Eflence  ; 
our  Mouths  fpeak  it,  but  our  Underftandings  apprehend 
it  not :  And  yet  fuch  is  our  vain  Opinion  of  ourfelvcs, 
that  we  muft  make  the  Divinity  to  pafs  thro'  our  Sieve  \ 
and  from  thence  proceed  all  the  Dreams  and  Errors  with 
•which  the  World  is  pofrefled,  whilft  we  reduce  and  weigh 
in  our  Balance  a  Thing  fo  far  above  our  Poife.  ^  Mirum 
quo  procedat  improbitas  cordis  humaniy  parvulo  aliquo  invita^ 
tafuccejfu.  *Tis  a  Wonder  to  what  a  Length  the  Pride 
of  Man's  Heart  will  proceed,  if  encouraged  with  the  leaft 
Succefs.     How  infolently  is  Epicurus  reproved  by  the 

Stoics^ 

»  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  ii.  c.  7.         *  Horat.  Carm.  lib.  lii.  Od.  29. 
V,  43,  &Vv        *  Sir  Richard  Fanfia^^        «  PUa.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  iL  c.  23. 
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SioicSj  for  his  maintaining,  that  to  be  truly  Good  and 
Happy  appertained  only  to  God,  and  that  the  Wile  Man 
had  nothing  but  a  Shadow  and  Refemblance  of  it  ?  How 
prefumptuoufly  have  they  bound  God  by  Dcftiny,  (a 
Thing,  that,  by  my  Confent,  none,  that  bears  the  Name 
of  a  Chriftian^  ihould  ever  do  again)  and 
both  Tholes,  Plato,  and  Pythagoras,  have  fub-  ^iS^ 
jtded  him  to  Neccffity.  This  Arrogancy  of  ^  ^. 
attempting  to  dtfcover  God,  with  our  Eyes^ 
has  been  the  Caufe,  that  an  eminent  Periony  of  our  N«^ 
tion,  has  attributed  to  the  Divinity  a  corporeal  Form  s 
and  is  the  Reafon,  of  what  happens  among  us  every  Day» 
of  attributing  to  God  important  Events,  by  a  particu- 
lar Appointment :  Becaufe  they  fway  with  us,  they  con* 
elude,  that  they  alfo  fway  with  him,  and  that  he  has  a 
more  intire  and  vigilant  Regard  to  them'  than  to  others 
of  lefs  Moment,  or  of  ordinary  Courfe,  Magna  Dii  cu^ 
rant,  parva  negligunt  **•  The  Gods  are  concerned  in  great 
Matters,  but  flight  the  fmalL  Obferve  his  Example,  he 
will  clear  this  to  you  by  his  Argument :  Nee  in  regnis 
quidem  Reges  omnia  eurant.  Neither,  indeed,  do  Kings,  in 
their  Adminiftration,  take  Notice  of  all  the  minute  Affairs. 
As  if  to  that  King  of  Kings  it  were  more  and  lefs  to  fub- 
vert  a  Kingdom,  or  to  move  the  Leaf  of  a  Tree :  Or  as 
if  his  Providence  a£ted  after  another  manner  in  inclining 
the'  Event  of  a  Battle,  than  in  the  Leap  of  a  Flea.  The 
Hand  of  his  Government  is  laid  upon  every  Thing,  after 
the  fame  manner,  with  the  famie  Tenor,  Power,  and  Or- 
•der  :  Our  Intereit  does  nothing  towards  ^t ;  our  Indina* 
tions  and  Meafures  fway  nothing  with  him^  Deus  ita  ar- 
tifex  magnus  in  magnis,  ut  minor  nonjit^n  parvis.  God  is 
lb  great  an  Artificer  in  great  Things,  that  he  is  no  lefs  in 
the  leaft  *.  Our  Arrogancy  fets  this  blafphemous  Com- 
parifon  ever  before  us  :  Becauft  our  Employments  are  a 
Burden  to  us,  Strato  has  prefented  the  Gods  with  a  Free- 
dom from  all  Offices,  as  their  Priefts  have.  He  makes 
Nature  produce  and  fupport  all  Things,  and  with  her 

.    *  Cic.  de  Nat.  Deof.  lib.  ii.  c.  66.  6t  lib.  lii.  c.  3^5.       ^  St»  Augufifttte 

de  Civitate  Del,  lib.^xi.  c.  22. 

.  y.  '  '  Weights 
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Weights  and  Motions  conftruds  the  fevend  Parts  of  the 
World,  dilchar^Dg  human  Nature  from  the  Awe  of  Di- 
vine Judgments,  aflerting,  ^uoditMium^  ittenumftufii^  id 
nee  habere  negetii  qmefusm^  me  exbibere  alieri  ^  That  wiiat 
is  Bkfied  ai^  Eternal,  has  neither  any  Bufineis  itfclf,  nor 
^yes  any  to  another.  Nature  wills,  chat,  in  like  Things, 
there  fhould  be  a  like  Relation  :  The  infinite  Number  of 
Mortals,  therefore,  concludes  a  like  Number  of  Immotr 
tals ;  the  infinite  Things  that  kill  and  deftroy,  prefuppofe 
aa  many  that  preferve  and  profit.  As  the  Souls  of  the 
Gods,  without  Tongue,  Eyes,  or  Ears,  do,  evcij  one  of 
them,  feel,  amongft  diemfelves,  what  the  other  feel,  and 
judge  our  Thoughts  ;  £0  the  Souls  of  Men,  when  at  Li- 
berty, and  loofed  from  the  Body,  either  by  Sleep,  or  ibme 
Exufy,  divine,  foretel,  and  fee  Things,  which,  whilft 
joined  to  the  Body,  they  could  not  fee.  Men^  fays  St. 
Paulj  prof  effing  them  to  be  fFife^  they  became  FooUj  and 
changed  the  Glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  an  Imago 
made  like  to  corruptible  Man  ^.  Do  but  take  Notice  of  the 
juggling  in  the  ancient  Deifications.  After  the  great  and 
ftately  romp  of  the  Funeral  ^,  fo  foon  as  the  Fire  began 
to  mount  to  the  Top  of  the  Pyramid,  and  to  catch  hold  of 
the  Bier  whereon  the  Body  lay,  they,  at  the  fame  Time, 
let  fly  an  Eagle,  which,  mounting  upward,  fignified,  that 
the  Soul  afcended  into  Paradife.  We  have  a  thoufand 
Medals,  and  particularly  of  that  virtuous  Faujlina^  where 
this  Eagle  is  reprefented  carrying  thefe  deified  Souls,  with 
their  Heels  upwards,  towaitls  Heaven.  'Tis  Pity  that 
we  fhould  fool  ourfelves  with  our  own  Monkey  Tricka 
and  Inventions,     ^ 

^od  finxere  timent  *. 

/.  e. 

They  are  afraid  of  their  own  Inventions. 

Like  Children,  who  are  frightened  with  the  fame  Face  of 
their  Play-fellow,  that  they  themfelves  have  fmeared  and 
fmutted.    ^^  quicquam  infelicius  Jit  homine^  cuifuafig" 

^'  Gic.  de  Nat  Deor.  lib.  i.  c.  17.         «  Rom.  i.  22,  23.        *  Hero- 
4isii.  lib.  iv,        A  Lucan.  lib.  i.  v.  486. 

menta 
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rnenta  dominantur.  As  if  any  Thing  could  be  more  un- 
happy than  Man,  who  is  infulted  by  his  own  Fiftions  : 
'Tis  very  far  from  honouring  him  who  made  us,  to  ho- 
nour  him  that  we  have  made.  Auguftus  had  more  Tem- 
ples than  Jupiter^  ferved  with  as  much  Religion,  and 
Faith  in  Miracles.  The  Tbajians^  in  Return  of  the  Bene- 
fits they  had  received  from  Ageftlaus^  coming  to  bring  him 
Word,  that  they  had  canonifed  him  :  '  Has  your  Nation  •", 

*  faid  be  to  them^  that  Power  to  make  Gods  of  whom  they 

*  pleafe  ?  Pray,  firft,  deify  fome  one  amongft  yourfelves* 
'  and,  when  I  Ihall  fee  what  Advantage  he  has  by  it,  I  will 
'•  thank  you  for  your  Offer.*  Man  is  certainly  ftark  mad  j 
he  cannot  make  a  Flea,  and  yet  Gods  by  Dozens.  Hear 
what  Trifmegiftus  fays,  in  Praife  of  our  Sufficiency  :  *  Of 

*  all  the  wonderful  Things,  it  furmounts  all  Wonder,  that 

*  Man  could  find  out  the  Divine  Nature,  and  make  it/ 
And  take  here  the  Arguments  of  the  School  of  Philo- 
fophy  itfelf.  1 

Nojfe  cut  t>ivoSy  et  call  numina,  foli^ 
Aut  foli  nefcire  datum  K 

To  whom  to  know  the  Deities  of^  Heaven, 
Or  know  he  knows  them  not,  alone  'tis  giv'n* 

*  "  If  there  is  a  God,  he  is  a  living  Creature ;  if  he  be  a 

*  living  Creature,  he  has  Senfe  y  and,  if  he  has  Senfe,  he 

*  is  fubjeft  to  Corruption  :  If  he  be  without  a  Body,  he 

*  is  without  a  Soul,  and  confequently  without  Aaion ; 

*  and,  if  he  has  a  Body,  it  is  perilhable.'  Is  not  here  a 
Triumph  ?  We  are  incapable  of  having  made  the  World, 
there  muft  then  be  fome  more  excellent  Nature,  that  has 
put  a  Hand  to  the  Work.  It  were  a  foolifh  Arrogance 
to  efteem  ourfelves  the  moft  perfeft  Thing  of  this  Uni- 
verfe.  There  muft  then  be  fomething  that  is  better,  and 
this  is  God  \  When  you  fee  a  ftately  and  ftupendious 
Edifice,  tho'  you  do  not  know  who  is  the  Owner  of  it, 

^  Plutarch^  in  the  Notable  Sayings  of  the  Lacedamomans. 

1  Luc^n.  lib.  i.  v.  452,  l^c,         *°  Cic.  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  iii.  v.  13,  14. 

»  Idem,  lib.  ii.  c.  6. 

Vol.  II.         .  T  .  you 
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you  would  yet  conclude,  it  was  not  built  for  Rats  and 

Weafcls  ".     And  this  Divine  Strudkure,  that 
?Xr  ^c  ^l^oJd  of  the  Celeftial  Palace,  have  we 

not  Reafon  to  believe,  that  it  is  the  Red- 
dence  of  fome  Proprietor,  who  is  much  greater  than  we  ? 
Is  not  the  Higheft  always  the  moft  worthy  ?  And  we  are 
the  Lowermoft.  Nothing  without  a  Soul,  and  without 
Reafon,  can  produce  a  Uving  Creature  capable  of  Rea- 
fon P.  The  World  produces  us>  the  World  then  has  Soul 
and  Reafon  ^.  Every  Part  of  us  is  left  than  we.  We  arc 
Part  of  the  Worlds  the  World  therefore  is  endued  with 
Wifdom  and  Reafon,  and  that  more  abundan^tly  than  we  \ 
'Tis  a  fine  Thing  to  have  a  great  Government,  The  Go- 
vernment of  the  Wofld  then  appertains  to 
TheGa^mir-     j^j^g  happy  Nature.    The  Stars  do  us  na 

Ifm.  *  ^        harm,  they  are  then  bountifuU    We   have 

Need  of  Nouriihment,  fo  have  the  Gods  al- 
fo,  and  feed  upon  the  Vapours  of  the  Earth  '•  Worldly 
Goods  are  not  Goods  to  God,  therefore  they  are  not 
Goods  to  us  ;  offending,  and  being  offended,  are  equal- 
ly Teftimonies  of  Imbecillity  :  *Tis  therefore  Folly  to  fear 
God,  God  is  good  by  his  Nature,  Man  by  his  Indu(lry> 
which  is  more.  The  Divine  and  Human  Wifdom  have 
no  other  Diftin6tion,  but  that  the  fkfl  is  eternal.  But 
Duration  is  no  Acceflion  to  Wifdom,  tterefore  we  are 
Companions.  We  have  Life,  Reafon,  and  Liberty  ;  we 
cfteem  Bounty,  Charity,  and  Juftice  -,  thefe  Qualities  are 
in  him.  In  Conclufion,  the  Baildi>ng  and  Defhroying^ 
and  the  Conditions  of  the  Divinity,  are  forged  by,  Man, 
according  as  they  relate  to  himfelf.  What  a  Pattern,  and 
what  a  Model !  Let  ua  ftretch,  kt  us  raife  and  fwell  hu- 
man Qualities  as  much  as  we  pleafc :  Puff  up  thyfcl^ 
vain  Man,  yet  more  and  more,  and  more. 

Nee  Jt  te  ruperisj  inquit  *. 

i.  e^ 
Swell  even  till  thou  burft,  faid  be,. 
Thou  fhak  not  match  the  Deity. 

^  Cic.  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  ii.  c.  6.  P  Id^m,  ibid.  c.  t.  1  Idein» 
ibid«  c.  12.  '  Idem,  ibid,  c  lu  *  Idem,  ibid.^  c  i6^  *  Hor^ 
lib*  Mr  fet.  J.  V.  319. 
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ProfeSb  non  Deum^  quern  cogitate  nonpojfuntj  fed  femet  ipfos 
pro  illo  cogit antes  \  non  illume  fed  feipfosj  non  illi,  fed  Jibi 
comparant ".     *  Certainly  they  do  not  imagine  God,  of 

*  whom  they  can  have  no  Idea,  but,  imagining  themfelves 
*.  in  his  ftead,  they  do  not  compare  him,  but  thenfifelves, 

*  not  to  him,  but  to  themfelves.*  In  natural  Things  the 
Efieds  do  but  half  relate  to  their  Caufes  :  How  is  this  ? 
His  Condition  is  above  the  Order  of  Nature,  too  fublime, 
too  remote,  and  too  mighty  to  perniit  himfelf  to  be  bound 
and  fettered  by  our  ConcluGons.  *Tis  not  thro'  ourfelves 
that  we  arrive  at  that  Place  ;  our  Ways  lie  too  low  :  We 
are  no  nearer  Heaven  on  the  Top  of  Mount  Senis^  than 
in  the  Bottom  of  th^  Sea ;  take  the  Diilance  with  your 
Aftrokbe :  They,  debafe  God  even  to  the  carnal  Know- 
ledge of  Women,  even  to  how  many  Tim6s,  and  how 
many  Generations. '  Paulina^  the  Wife  of  Satuminus,  a 
Macron  of  great  Reputation  at  Rome^  thinking  (he  lay 
with  the  God  Serapis  "*",  found  herfelf  in  the  Arms  of  an 
Amorofo  of  hers,  through  the.Pandarifm  of  the  Priefts  of 
his  Temple,  Varro^  the  moft  fubtle  and  moft  learned  of 
all  the  Latin  Authors  *,  in  his  Book  of  Theology^  writes, 
'  That  the  Sexton  of  Hercules*^  Temple,  throwing  Dice, 

*  with  one  Hand,  for  himfelf,  and  with  the  other  for  Her- 
^  culeSy  played,  with  him,  for  a  Supper  and  a  Whore  :  If 

*  he  won,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Offerings  5  if  he  loft,  at 

*  his  own  :  The  Sexton  loft,  and  paid  the  Supper  and  the 

*  Whore  :  Her  Name  was  Laurentina^  who  faw,  by  Night, 

*  this  God  in  her  Arms  •,  by  whom  fhe  was  told,  more- 

*  over,  that  the  firft  Man  fhe  miet,  the  next  Day,  fhould 

*  give  her  a  glorious  Reward :  This  was  ^arunicus  '',  a 

*  rich  young  Min,  who  took  her  home  to  his  Houfe,  and 

*  in  Time,  left  her  his  Heirefs.  She,  on  the  other  Hand, 
^  thinking  to  do  a  Thing  that  would  be  pleafing  to  this 
*.  God,  left  the  People  of  Rinne  her  Heirs,  and  therefore 

T  2  *  had 

^  St.  AulHn  de  Civit.  Dei,  lib.  xii.  c.  15. 

"^  Or  Anubisy  according  to  Jofepbush  Jtvjijh  Antiquities,  lib.  xviii.  c.  4. 
where  tliis  Story  is  related  at  Length. 

*  St.  Auftin  de  Civit.  Dei,  lib.  vi.  c.  7. 

.  y  Or  Tarutius,  according  to  St.  Juflin  :  But,  aqcording  to  Plutarcbj  who 
relates  the  iame  Story  in  the  Life  of  Romulus,  the  firfl  Man  who  met  La^ 
rentia  (as  he  calls  her)  was  pne  Turrusiusi  a  'fftry  MMan^  c«  '^«  ^i  Jbf^^^ 
Tranflation." 
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'  had  Divine  Honours  attributed  to  her/  As  if  it  had 
not  been  fufficienc  that  Plato  was  originally  defcended 
from  the  Gods,  both  by  the  Father  and  Mother,  and  that 
he  had  Neptune  for  the  common  Father  of  his  Race  *. 
'Twas  certainly  believed  at  Atbim^  that  ^Arifto^  having  a 

*  mind  to  enjoy  the  fair  PeriSione^  could  not,  and  was 

*  warned  by  the  God  Apdlo^  in  •  a  Dream,  to  leave  her 
«  unpolluted  and  untouched  till  (he  was  brought  to  Bed  '.* 
Thele  were  the  Father  and  Mother  of  Pkto.  How  maay 
ridiculous  Stories  are  there  of  like  Cuckoldings  of  poor 
Mortals  by  the  Gods?  And  of  Hulbands  injurioufty  dif- 
graced  in  favour  of  their  Children  ?  In  the  Mahometan 
Religion  there  are  tnovf  Merlins  found  by  the  Belief  of  the 
People,  that  is  to  fay,  Children  without  Fathers^  fpiritual, 
divinely  conceived  in  the  Wombs  of  Virgins  ;  and  ihcy 
carry  Names  that  fignify  fo  much  in  their  Language 
Noikhg  that  ^^  ^^^  ^^  oblerve,  that,  to  every  Thing, 
hath  Man  and  nothing  is  morc  dear  and  eftimable  than  its 
Beaft  is  fonder  Being,  (the  Lion,  the  Eagle,  and  the  Dol- 
cf  than  Its  Spe-    pj^jj^^  prize  nothing  above  their  own  Kind)* 

and  that  each  aflimilatcs  the  Qualities  of  all 
other  Things  to  its  own  proper  Qualities,  which  we  may, 
indeed,  extend  or  contraft,  but  that's  all ;  for,  beyond 
that  Relation  and  Principle,  our  Imagination  cannot  go, 
can  guefs  at  nothing  elfe,  nor  poflibly  go  out  thence,  or 
ftretch  beyond  it.  From  hence  fpring  thefc  ancient  Con- 
clufions  :  '  Of  all  Figures,  the  moft  beautifal  is  that  of 

*  Man  i  therefore  God  muft  be  of  that  Form  :  No  one 

*  can  be  happy  without  Virtue,  nor  can  Virtue  be  with- 

*  out  Reafon,  and  Reafon  cannot  inhabit  any  where  but 

*  in  a  human  Shape  ;  God  is  therefore  cloathed  in  the 

*  human  Figure  **.'  It  a  eft  informatuniy  anticipatumque  men-^ 
iibus  noftrisy  ut  homini,  quum  de  Deo  cogifet,  forma  occurret 
humana  \  ^  It  is  fo  imprinted  in  our  Minds,  and  the 
^  Fancy  is  fo  prepoflefled  with  it,  that  when  a  Man  thinks 

*  of  God,  a  human  Figure  ever  prelents  icfelf  to  thelma- 

*  gination. 

^  Dicgencs  Latrtivs  in  the  Life  of  Plato^  fefl.  2.  lib.  ui» 

*  'Tis  affii-med,  for  certain,  that  Jpidlo  ap|>eared,  in  a  Viiion  by  Night» 

to  Ariftm^  and  forbad  him  to  touch  his  Wi£e  tor  ten  Months.     Pkimrsi  ift 

Jhs  Tithie-Talk,  lib.  viii.  Qu.  i. 

••  Cic.  de  N»t.  D^or.  lib.  i.  c.  i8.         «  Idem,  iKd.  c  27,. 


'  gination;'    Therefore  it  was,  lYvM  Xenephanes  ipltdSzntlj 

faid,  '  ^  That  if  Beafts  do  frame  any  Gods  to  themfelves, 

-  *  as  'tis  lik^ely  they  do,  they  make  them  certainly  fuch  ai& 

*  thernfelves  are,  and  glorify  themfelves  in  it,  as  we  do.' 
For  why  may  not  a  Goofe  fay  thus,  '  All  the  Parts  <^ 

*  the  Univerfe  I  have  an  Intereft  in,  the  Earth  ferves  me 
'  to  walk  upon,  the  Sun  to  light  me,  the  Stars  have 

*  their  Influence  upon  me:  I  have  fuch  Advantage  by 
'^  the  Winds,  and  fuch  Conveniencies  by  the  Waters : 

*  There  is  nothing  that  yonder  heavenly  Roof  looks  upon 
•*  fo  favourably  as  me ;  I  am  the  Darling  of  Nature.    Is 

*  it  not  a  Man  that  treats,  lodges  and  ferves  me  ?  'Tis 

*  for  me  ^hat  he  both  fows  and  grinds  i  If  he  eats  me, 
'  he  does  the  fame  by  his  Fellow-creature,  and  fo  do  I  the 
^  Worms  that  kill  and  devour  him.*    As  much  might  be 
faid  by  a  Crane,  and  with  greater  Confidence,  upon  the 
Account  of  the  Freedom  of  his  Flight,  and  the  Poffef- 
don  of  that  fublime  and  beautiful  Region.     V[am  blanda 
conciliatrixy  et  tarn  Jut  eft  Una  ipfa  natura  %     So  flatteriug, 
and  wheedling  a  Bawd,  is  Nature  to  herfelf.     Now  there- 
fore, by  the  fame  Confequence,  the  Deftinies    ^^  imagines 
are  for  us ;  for  us  is  die  World  ;  it  fhines,  it    that  e^ery 
thunders  for  us  ;  and  the  Creator  and  Crea-    Thmg  ivas 
tures  are  all  for  us  ^   The  Mark  and  Point  at   «^^^>'*^'>- 
which  the  Univerfality  of  Things  does  aim  is  this.   Look 
iJito  the  Regifter  that  Philofophy  has  kept,  for  two  thou- 
fand  Years  and  more,  of  the  Affairs  of  Heaven :  The 
Gods  all  that  while  have  neither  a<3:ed  nor  fpoken  but  for 
Man  :  She  does  not  allow  them  any  other  Confultation 
or  Vacation.   But  here  we  find  them  in  War  againft  us. 

■         Domitofque  Herculea  manu 
Telluris  juvenesj  unde  periculum 
Fulgens  contremuit  dcmus 
Saturni  veterh^ 

The  brawny  Sons  of  Earth,  fubdu'd  by  Hand 
Of  H^culesy  on  the  Phlegraan  Strand, 

T  3  Where 

^  Eufeb.  Evang.  Prep.  lib.  xiii.  c.  13.         *  Idem,  ibid.  c.  27. 

*  I  have  known  fome  Divines,  who  laid  down  this  Principle  for  an  Ar* 
ticle  of  Faith,  and  ready  to  pronounce  their  Anathema's  againft  any,  wh© 
^axi^  to  ^ue^iojpi  it^  &  Hor^  Ub«  il  Ode  1 2.  v«  6>  &a 


\ 
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Where  the  rude  Shock  did  fuch  a  rattle  make» 
As  made  old  Saturn^s  fhining  Palace  (hake. 

The  Gods  ef-  And  here  we  fee  them  participate  of  our 
f^^"^  /^/-  Troubles,  to  make  a  Return  for  our  having 
^ferfl/f.  fo  oftc*^  fhared  in  theirs. 

Neptunus  muros  magnoque  emota  tridenti 

Jpundamenta  quaiitj  tptifnque  a  fedibus  urbem 

JEruit:  Hie  Juno  Sc^ea  favijjma  portas 

Prima  tenet  ^ 

/•  e, 

J^eptune  his  mafly  Trident  did  employ, 
With  which  he  fhook  the  Walls  of  mighty  7V^, 
And  the  whole  City  from  its  Platform  threw ; 
Whilft  to  the  Scaan  Gates  the  Grecians  flew. 
Which  Juno  Had  fet  open  to  their  View. 

The  Caunians,  jealous  of  the  Authority  of  their  own  pe^ 

culiar  Gods,  arm  themfelves  on  the  Days  of 

iZM     '    ^^^'^  Devotion,  and  run  all  about  their  Pre- 

cinfts,  brandifhing  in  the  Air  their  Swords 

with   Fury,   by  that   Means,  to  drive  away  and  ba-^ 

nifh  all  ftrange   Gods  out  of  their  Territory  *,     Their 

Powers  are  limited,  according  to  our  Necef- 

Penver  of  tjfe    (j|.y^     fhis  cures  Horfcs,  that  cures  Men, 

?^/JnThtZ   ^^^  ^"''^^  ^he  Plagije,  another  the  Scurf; . 

this  the  Phthific;  one  cures  one  Sort  of 
Scurvy,  another  another :  jldeo  minimis  etiam  rebus  prav^ 
Religio  inferit  Veos  ^ :  So  fond  is  a  falfe  Religion  to  create 
Gods  for  the  meancft  Ufes.^  One  makes  the  Grapes  to 

frow,  another  Garlick.  This  has  the  Prefidence  over 
.cchery,  there  is  another  over  Merchandife ;  for  every 
Kace  of  Artisans  there  is  a  God :  One  has  his  Province 
in  the  Eaft,  another  in  the  Weft. 

Hie  ilHus  arma^ flic  currusfuit^^ 

i.  e. 
Here  lay  her  Armour ;  here  her  Chariot  ftood. 


O  fanEle  Apollo^  ^ui  umbiUcum  certum  terrarum  obtines  " : 

*  vEn.  lib.  ii.  v.  6io. 

jpcyji. 


vEn.  lib.  ii.  v.  6io.  *  Herodot  lib.  i.  p.  79.  ^  Uvj^  Kb, 

i.  c.  ?J»        *  ^Dr  lib,  i.  V,  20,  zu        f  Cic.  dc  Pivin,  lib,  ii,  c,  56, 
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i.  e. 

O  facred  Pbieius^  who,  with  glorious  Ray, 
From  the  Earth's  Center  doft  thy  Light  difplay. 

Pallada  Cecrcpidtfj  Minoia  Creta  Dianam^ 

Vulcanum  tellus  Eiffipjlaa  colit. 
Junonem  Sparte^  Pelopesadefque  Mycen4ej 

Pinigerum  Fauni  Mitnalis  era  caput ^ 
Mars  Lath  venerandtu  "*.— 

TW  Jthenians  Pallas^  Cynthia  Crete  adores, 

Vulcan  is  worfhip'd  on  the  Lemnian  Shores ; 

Proud  Jun(fs  Altars  arc  by  Spartans  fed,  y 

Th*  Arcadians  worfliip  Faunus ;  and  'tis  faid  > 

To  Mars  by  Itafy  is  Homage  paid.  J 

This  has  only  one  Town,  or  one  Family  in  his  PofleC- 
lion :  One  lives  done,  another  in  Company,  cither  vo^ 
luntary,  or  upon  Neceflity. 

Junliatiue  funt  magno  templa  nepotis  avo  **. 

/.  e. 

Jove  and  his  Grandfon  in  the  fame  Temple  dwell. 

There  are  fome  fo  wretched  and  mean  (for  the  Num* 
ber  amounts  to  fix  and  thirty  Thoufand)  that 
they  muft  pack  five  or  fix  together,  to  pro-  ^^^j"^*^*^ 
duce  one  E^r  of  Corn,  and  they  thence  uke 
their  feveral  Names.  Three  to  the  Door,  viz.  One  to 
the  Plank,  one  to  the  Hinge,  and  one  to  the  Threlhold* 
Four  to  an  Infant ;  Protedors  of  its  Swathing- Clouts, 
its  Pap,  and  the  Brealls  which  it  fucks.  Some  certain, 
fome  uncertain  and  doubtful,  and  fome  that  are  not  yejc 
entered  Paradife, 

^osj  quoniam  cosU  nmdum  dignamur  bonore^ 
^as  dedimus  certc  terras  habitare  Jtnamus  % 

/.  e. 
Whom,  fincc  we  yet  not  worthy  think  of  Heaven, 
Wc  fuffer  to  inhabit  the  Earth  we've  given. 

T4  There 

■»  Ovid.  Fall.  lib.  lir.  ▼.  8r,'  lie.  "  Idem,  ibid*  lib,  i.  v.  294,  1 

?  Ovid.  MetJun.  lib,  i,  F»b.  6i  y  32,  33. 
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There  are  amongft  them  Phyficians,  Poets,  and  Civil 
Deities.  Some  middle  ones,  betwixt  the  divine  and  hu- 
man Nature,  Mediators  betwixt  God  and  us,  adored  with 
a  certain  fecond  and  diminutive  Sort  of  Adoration  :  In- 
finite in  Titles  and  Offices  :  Some  good,  and  others  ill; 
fome  old  and  decrepid,  and  fome  that  are  mortaL  For 
Chryfippus  ^  was  of  Opinion,  that,  in  the  laft  Conflagration 
of  the  World,  all  the  Gods  were  to  die  but  Jupiter: 
And  makes  a  Thoufand  Similitudes  betwixt  God  and 
him.     Is  he  not  his  Countryman  ? 

Jovis  incunabula  Creten  %    . 

i'  e, 
Crete  noted  for  Jupiter^s  Cradle. 

This  is  the  Excufe  we  have  upon  Confideration  of  this  Sub- 
jcfl,  from  Sc^evola^  a  High-Prieft,  and  Varro^  a  great  Di- 
vine, in  their  Times  :  '  That  it  is  neceffary  that  thie  Peo* 

*  pie  fhould  be  ignorant  of  many  Things  that  are  true, 

*  and  believe  many  Things  that  are  falfe.*  ^um  verita- 
tem^  qua  libereiur^  inquirat :  Credatur  ei  expedire^  quodfaU 
litur\    '  Seeing  he  inquires  into, the  Truth,  by  which  he 

*  would  be  made  free,  *tis  fit  he  fhould  be  deceived/ 
HurpanEyes  cannot  perceive  Things,  but  by  the  Forms 
they  know  of  them..  And  we  do  not  remember  what  a 
Fall  poor  Phaeton  had,  for  attempting  to  govern  the 
Reins  pf  his  Father's  Horfes,  with  a  mortal  Hand.  The 
Mind  of  Man  falls  into  as  great  a  Profundity,  and  is 
after  the  fame  Manner  bruifed  and  fhattered  by  its  own 
Temerity.  If  you  a(k  Philofophy  of  what  Matter  the 
Sun  is?  What  Anlwer  will  (he  return,  if  not,  that  it  is 
Iron  and  Stone,  or  fome  other  Matter  that  fhe  makes 
ijfe  of  ?  If  a  Man  require  of  Zeno;,  '  What  Nature  is  ? 
'An  artificial  Fire,  fays  he,  proper  for  Generation,  and 

*  regularly  ^rocttd^n^\'  Archimedes^  Mafter  of  that  Science, 
v/hich  attributes  to  itfelf  the  Precedency  before  all  o- 
thers,^  for  Truth  and  Certainty ;  fays,  the  Sun  is  a  God 
of  red-hot  Iron.  Was  not  this  a  fine  Imagination,  ex- 
tradled  froip  the  inc^vitablc  Neccffity  of  Geometrical  De- 
mon- 

•■^  Pktarch  of  common  Conceptions,  c.  27.  ^  Ovid.  Met.  lib.  viii. 

Fab.  i.  V.  99.        '  Aug.  4c  Ciyit.  Dei,  l;b,  iv.  pp.  31.       •  Qic.  d?  Nat, 
JPepr.  lib,  n.  v.  ^z. 
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monllracions  ?  Yet  not  fo  inevitable  and  profitable,  but 
that  Socrates  thought  it  was  enough  to  know  fo  much  of 
Geometry  only,  as  to  meafure  the  Land  a   Qg^,^^ 
Man  bought  or  fold  ^;  and  that  Polyanus^    imufari^- 
who  had  been  a  great  and  famous  Mafter  in  /«/. 
it,  defpifed  it,  as  full  of  Falfity  and  manifeft  Vanity  \ 
after  he  had  once  tafted  the  delicate  G^^rdens  oi  Epicurus. 
Socrates^  in  Xenopbon^  fpeaking  of  Anaxagoras^  reputed 
by  Antiquity  learned  above  all  others   in  Celeftial  and 
Divine  Matters,  fays,  '  That  "^  he  had  cracked  his  Brain, 

*  as  all  other  Men  do,  who  too  immoderately  fcarch  in- 

*  to  Knowledge    of  Things  which   do   not   appertain 

*  to  them.'  When  he  made  the  Sun  to  be  a  burninsr 
Stone,  he  did  not  confider,  that  a  Stone  does  not  ihinc 
in  the  Fire  5  and,  which  is  worfe,  that  it  will  there  con- 
fume.  And  in  *  making  the  Sun  and  Fire  one,  that  Fire 
does  not  turn  Complexions  black  in  fhining  upon  them : 
That  we  aje  able  to  look  fteadily  upon  Fire  :  And  that 
Fire  kills  Herbs  and  Plants.  'Tis  Socrates\  Opinion, 
and  mine  too,  '  That  it  is  the  beft  Judgment  concerning 

*  Heaven,  not  to  judge  of  it  at  all.*  PlatOy  having  ocqa- 
fion  in  his  Tim^us^  to  fpeak  of  Demons :  *  This  Under- 

*  taking,  fays  he,  exceeds  my  Ability.     We  are  there- 

*  fore  to  believe  thofe  Ancients,  who  have  pretended  to 
'  have  been  begotten  by  them.*    *Tis  againft  all  Rea- 
fon  to  dilbelieve  the  Children  of  the  Gods,  though  what 
they  fay  Ihould  not  be  proved  by  neceflary  or  probable 
Reafons  -,  feeing  they  engage  to  fpeak  of  domeftic  and 
familiar  Things.     Let  us  fee  if  we  have  a   ^^  ^^  ^^ 
little  more  Light  in  the  Knowledge  of  Hu-    turKtmJedge 
man  and  Natural  Things.     I5  it  not  a  ridi-    of  Natural 
culous  Attempt   for  us  to  forge  for  thofe    '^^*^^' 
Things^  to  which,  by  our  own  Copfeflion,  our  Know^ 

ledge 

*  Xenophon.  Mirabilium,  lib.  iv.  feft.  7.  c.  2.  "  Cic.  Acad.  Quaeft, 
lib.  iv.  c.  33.         ^  Id.  ibid,  c,  6,  7. 

*  Socrates  was  no  great  Natural  Philofopher,  if  we  may  judge,  by  what 
he  fays  of  Fire,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Sun ;  for  who  does  not  know  that 
Fire  will  blacken  the  Skin  of  any  Peifon,  that  fiiould  flay  long  very  near 
it;  tliat,  at  a  very  fmall  Diilanoe,  one  cannot  look  upon  it  nxedly,  and 
that,  at  a  proper  Diilonce,  in^o^d  of  killing  Herbs  and  Vi^ts,  it  nouriihes 
jheni. 


1 

«82  MontaioneV  EJpTfiy  Book  II. 

ledge  is  not  able  to  attain,  another  Body,  and  to  lend  a 
falfe  Form  of  our  own  Invention  ;  as  is  manifeft  in  the 
Motion  of  the  Planets ;  to  which,  feeing  our  Under- 
ftanding  cannot  poflibly  attain,  nor  conceive  their  natural 
Conduct,  we  lend  them  material,  heavy,  and  fubftantial 
Springs  of  our  own,  by  which  to  move*. 

Aureus  axis  erat^  temo  aureus^  aurea  fumm<e 
Curvatura  rota^  radiorum  arginteus  ordo  ^. 

i.  e. 
Gold  was  the  Axle,  and  the  Beam  was  G0I4  ; 
The  Wheels  with  Silver  Spokes  on  Golden  Circlci 
roird. 

You  would  fwear,  that  we  had  had  Coach-makers, 
Wheel-writthts,  and  Painters,  that  went  aloft  to  creft 
Engines  ofVarious  Motions,  and  to  range  the  Carriages 
and  Interfcftions^  of  the  heavenly  Bodies  of  different  Co- 
lours about  the  Spindle  of  Necefllty,  according  to  Plato^ 

Mundus  domus  eft  maxima  rerum^ 
^am  quinque  altiton^e  fragmine  zon^ 
Cingunty  per  quam  limbus  Ms  fexfignis 
SiellimicantihuSy  altus  in  obliquo  atbere^  lunm 

Bigas  acceftat  *. • 

/.  e* 
The  World's  a  Manfion  that  doth  all  Things  hold. 
Which  thundering  Zones,  in  Number  Five,  infold. 
Thro*  which  a  Border  painted  with  twelve  Signs, 
And  that  with  fparkling  Conilellations  fliines. 
In  th'  oblique  Roof  of  Heaven's  lofty  Sphere, 
Where  Luna^%  Courfe  is  mark'd  with  Chaife  and  Pair. 

Thefe  are  all  Dreams  and  fantaftic  Follies.  Will  not 
Nature  be  pleafed  fome  Day  or  other  to  lay  open  her  Bo- 
fom  to  us,  and  plainly  difcover  to  us  the  Means  and  Con- 
duft  of  her  Movements,  and  prepare  our  Eyes  to  fee  them  ? 

Good 

^  Mofttofgne  will  tell  us  prefently»  th^t  the  ancient  Philofophers  built « 
little  too  much  upon  Authorities  that  are  merely  Poetical :  And  fo  hs  be 
is  in  the  right ;  out  I  cannot  imagine  why  he  pretends  to  take  an  Advan* 
tage  againfl  the  Natural  Philofophers^  for  fome  Authorities  of  this  kind,  which 
have  never  been  reputed  but  as  arbitrary  Charadcrs,  invented  to  amufe  th^ 
][magination,  rather  than  to  inform  ^e  tlnderfhrnding, 

y  Qyid,  Met,  Jib.  ii,  Fab,  i,  v.  io6^  *  V^jnC^ta^ 
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Good  God,  what  Abufe,  what  Miftakcs  fhould  we  difco- 
ver  in  our  poor  Science !  I  am  miftaken,  if  it  holds  any  one 
thing,  as  it  really  is ;  and  I  fhall  depart  hence  more  igno« 
rant  of  every  Thing  but  my  own  Ignorance. 

Have  I  not  read  in  Plato  this  Divine  Saying,  That  • 
Nature  is  nothing  but  an  enigmatic  Poefy !  As  if 
a  Man  might  peradventure  fay,  a  fhaded  and   ^^^'i 
obfcure  Pifture,  breaking  out  here  and  there  ^^/rX'^. 
with  an  infinite  Variety  of  falfe  Lights   to 
exercife  our  Conjectures.  Latent  ijla  omnia  craffts  occultata 
et  circumfufa  tenehris^  ut  nulla  acies  humani  ingenii  tantajit^ 
qua  penetrate  in  ccelum^  terram  intrare  pojfit  ^.  \.  e.    All  thofe 
Things  lie  concealed  and  involved  in  fo  thick  Darknefs, 
that  no  human  Wit  can  be  fo  (harp  as  to  penetrate  either 
Heaven  or  the  Earth.     And  certainly  Philofophy  is  no 
other  than  a  falfified  Poefy.     From  whence  do  the  anci^ 
ent  Writers  extraft  all  their  Authorities,  but   from  the 
Poets  ?   And  the  firft  of  them  were  Poets  themfelves,  and 
wrote  accordingly.     Plato  is  but  a  Poet  unconnefted.  All 
fuper- human  Sciences  are  fet  off  in   the    poetic   Style. 
Juft  as  Women  make  ufe  of  Teeth  of  Ivory,  where  the 
Natural  are  wanting,  and,  inftead  of  their  true  Complexion, 
make  one  of  fome  artificial  Matter ;  as  they  fluff  them- 
felves out  with  Cotton,  ^c.  to  appear  plump,  and,  in  the 
Knowledge  and  Sight  of  every  one,  trick  up  themfelves 
with  falfe  and  borrowed  Beauty :  So  does  Science,  (and 
even  our  Law  itfelf  has,  they  fay,   legitimate  Fidions, 
whereon  it  founds  the  Truth  of  its  tuftice)  Ihe  gives  us  in 
Prefuppofition,  and,  for  a  current  ray,  Things  which  it- 
felf inform  us  were  invented :  For  by  thefe  Epicycles, 
Excentrics,     and  Concentrics,    by  which  Aftrology  is 
helped  to  carry  on  the  Motions  of  the  Stars,  ihe  gives  U5 

fof 

■  Montaigne  hsLsYicrt  miftaken  Platoh  Senfe,  whofe  Words,  in  jHcihiadeTi 
—p.  42.  C,  are  thefe,  *'Er»  ti  (pf^au  ^ptTiltv)}  i  av^i/roiarcc  ainyuecia^yi^.  3.  C, 
A"  Poetry  is  in  its  Nature  aenigmatic^l.  Plato  fays  this  by  realon  of  a  Veifc 
in  Homer's  Margites,  which  he  explains,  and  which  indeed  has  fomething  in 
it  that  is  senigmatical.  Either  Motftatgne  did  not  iee  this  PafTage  in  PlatOy 
pr  elie  he  reaa  it  without  clofcly  examining  it.  Nature  is  certaimy  a  Riddle 
with  rcfpedb  to  us ;  but  it  does  not  appear  very  plain  in  what  Senfe  it  may  be 
called  Enigmatical  Poetry.  Montaigne\imSt\ty  to  whom  this  Term  ap[  ^ar5 
jfc  iiivine,  does  not  explam  it  to  us  very  clearly, 

^  Cic.  in  Acad,  Quasft,  lib,  iv.  (u  39, 
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for  the  bcft  Ihe  could  contrive  upon  that  Subjed;  as  alfo, 
in  all  the  reft,  Philofophy  prefents  us,  not  that  which 
really  is,  or  what  fhe  does  really  believe,  but  what  fhe  has 
contrived  with  the  greateft  Plaufibility.  PlatOj  difcour- 
fing  of  the  State  of  Human  Bodies,  and  thofe  of  Beafts, 
fays,  /  foeuid  know  what  I  have  /aid  is  Truth j  had  I  the 
Confirmation  of  an  Oracle :  But  this  is  all  I^will  affirm^  that 
^tis  the  mqft  probable  of  any  thing  I  could  fay. 

*Tis   not  to  Heaven  only  that  Philofophy  fends  her 

Ropes,  Engines,  and  Wheels  j  let  us  conG- 
ne  confufed  der  a  little  what  fhe  fays  of  ourfelves,  and  of 
14ca<which  our  Contexture.  There  is  not  more  Retro- 
iimfelf!  gradation.  Trepidation,    Acceffion,    Recef- 

fion,  and  Rapture  in  the  Stars  and  Celeftial 
Bodies,  than  they  have  feigned  in  this  poor  little  Human 
Body.  In  Truth,  they  have  good  Reafon  upon  that  very 
Accorurit  to  call  it  a  Microcofin,  or  little  World,  fo  many 
Views  and  Parts  have  they  employed  to  ere£t  and  build 
it.  To  aflift  the  Motions  they  fee  in  Man,  and  the  vari- 
ous Funftions  and  Faculties  that  we  find  in  ourfelves, 
into  how  many  Parts  have  they  divided  the  Soul  ?  In  how 
many  Places  lodged  it?  In  how  many  Ranks  and  Stories 
have  they  ftationed  this  poor  Creature  Man,  befides  thofe 
that  are  natuiral,  and  to  be  perceived  ?  And  to  how  ma- 
ny Offices  and  Vocations  have  they  affigned  him  ?  They 
make  an  Imaginary  of  a  public  Thing.  'Tis  a  Subjedt 
that  they  hold  and  handle:  And  they  have  full  Power 
granted  to  them,  to  rip,  place,  difplace,  patch,  and  ftuflf. 
Jbim,  every  one  according  to  his  own  Fancy,  and  yet  they 
pofTefs  him  not.  They  cannot,  not  in  Reality  only,  but 
even  in  Dreams,  fo  govern  him,  that  thtre  will  not  be 
fome  Cadence  or  Sound  which  will  efcape  their  Architec- 
ture, as  enormous  as  it  is,  and  botched  with  a  Thoufand 
falfe  and  fantaftic  Patches.  And  there  is  no  Reafon  to 
cxcufe  them ;  for  tltough  we  pardon  Painters  when  they 
paint  Heaven,  Earth,  Seas,  Mountains,  and  remote 
Iflands,  and  only  give  us  fome  flight  Sketch  of  them, 
^nd,  as  of  Things  unknown,  we  are  content  with  a  faint 
JDefcription ;  yet  when  they  come  to  draw  us,  or  any  other 
Creature  which  is  known  and  familiar  to  U3,  according  to 

the 
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the  Life,  we  then  require  of  them  a  perfeft  and  exadb  Re- 
.  prefentation  of  Lineaments  and  Colours^  and  defpife  them 
if  they  fail  in  it.  I  am  very  well  pleafed  with  the  Mtleftan 
Wench  %  who  obfcrving  the  Philofopher  Tholes  to  be  al- 
ways contemplating  the  <^eleftial  Arch,  and  to  have  his 
]£yes  ftill  gazing  upward,  laid  fomething  in  his  way  that 
he  might  (tumble  at^  to  admonifh  him,  '  That  it  would 
^  be  time  to  take  up  his  Thoughts  about  Things  that  are 
^  in  the  Clouds,  when  he  had  taken  care  of  thofe  that 

*  were  under  his  Feet/  Doubtlefs  (he  advifed  him  very 
well,  '  rather  to  look  to  himfelf  than  to  gaze  at  Heaven.* 
For,  as  Democriius  fays,  by  the  Mouth  ot  Cicero^  ^od  efi 
ante  fedes^  nemo  fpeSlat :  C(eU  fcrutantur  plagas  ^ .  i.e.  Nq 
Man  regards  what  is  at  his  Feet «,  they  are  always  prying 
towards  Heaven.  But  fuch  is  our  Condition,  that  the 
Knowledge  of  what  we  have  in  Hand  is  as  remote  from  us, 
and  as  much  above  the  Clouds^  as  that  of  the  Stars  :  A^ 
Socrates  fays,  in  Plato^  *  That  whoever  tampers  with  Phi- 

*  ^  lofophy,  may  be  reproached  as  Shales  was  by  the  Wo- 

*  man,  that  he  fees  nothing  of  that  which  is  before  him  ^. 

*  For  every  Philofopher  is  ignorant  of  what  his  Neighbour 

*  does :  Yea,  and  of  what  he  does  him(elfj  and  is  ignorant 

*  of  what  they  both  are,  whether  Beafts  or  Men/  As  for 
thefe  People  who  think  Sebonde* s  Arguments  too  weak,  who 
are  ignorant  of  nothing,  who  govern  the  World,  and 
know  every  thing, 

^^  mare  compejiant  caufa ;  quid  temper et  annum  \ 
Stella  fpontejua^  juffave  vagentur^  et  errent : 
^id  premat  obfcurum  Lun^y  quid  proferat  or  tern  ^ 
^id  velity  et  pojftt  rerum  concordia  difcors  ^ 

/.  e. 

What  bounds  the  fwelling  Tides,  what  rules  the  Year  ; 
Whether  of  Force,  or  Will,  the  Planets  err  ^ 

*  She  was  Maid-Servant  to  Thales  according  to  Plato^  from  whom  this 
Storv  is  taken ;  but  he  does  not  fay  that  he  ftumbled  at  any  Thine  laid  in 
his  Way  l)y  his*  Servant ;  bat  that  as  he  was  walking  along,  with  nis  Eyes 
lifted  up  to  the  $tars,'  he  fell  into  a  Well. 

**  Cic.  de  Divin,  lib.  ii.  c.  1 3.  «  Plato  in  Thcaetato,  p.  1 27. 

^  Horat.  lib.  i.  £pi$.  12,  c.  i6|  &c 

Why 
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Why  Shadows  darken  the  pale  Queen  of  Night, 
Whence  fhe  renews  her  Orb  and  fpreads  her  Light  j 
What  means  the  jarring  Sympathy  of  Things,  ^c. 

Have  they  not  fometimes  in  their  Writings  founded  the 
Difficulties  that  occurred  in  the  Knowledge  of  their  own 
Being?  We  fee  very  well  that  the  Finger  moves,  and 
that  the  Foot  moves  •,  that  fome  Parts  move  of  themfelves 
without  our  Leaves,  and  that  others  ftir  by  our  Direftion ; 
that  one  fort  of  Apprehenlion  occafions  Blufhing,  ano- 
ther Palenefs;  fuch  an  Imagination  works  upon  the  Spleen 
only,  another  upon  the  Brain,  one  occafions  Laughter, 
the  other  Tears,  another  ftupifies  and  aftonifhes  all  our 
Senfes,  and  ftops  the  Motion  of  our  Members ;  at  one 
Objed  the  Stomach  will  rife,  at  another  a  Member  that 
lies  fomething  lower.  But  how  a  fpiritual  Impreflion 
ihould  make  fuch  a  Breach  into  a  mafTy  and  folid  Subject, 
ind  the -Nature  of  the  Connexion  and  Contexture  of  thefc 
admirable  Springs  and  Movements,  never  Man  yet  knew: 
•  Omnia  incerta  ratione,  et  in  naturae  majcftate  abdita.  i.  e. 
All  thefe  Things  are  impenetrable  by  Reafon,  and  con- 
cealed in  the  Majefty  of  Nature,  fays  Pliny.  And  St. 
Aujiin^  Modus  quo  corporibus  adherent  fpriius^^  omnino  mi- 
rus  efiy  nee  comprehendi  ab  homine  poteji  :  Et  hoc  ipfe  homo 
^  ^.  i.  e.  The  Manner  whereby  Souls  are  united  to  Bo- 
dies, is  altogether  wonderful,  and  cannot  be  conceived 
by  Man-,  and  yet  this  Union  conftitutes  Man  himfelf. 
Mean  while  it  is  not  fo  much  as  doubted  :  For  the  Opi- 
nions of  Men  are  received  according  as  the.  Ancients  be- 
lieved, by  Authority  and  upon  Truft,  as  if  it  were  Reli- 
gion and  Law.  The  commbn  Notion  of  it  is,  *tis  received  as 
Gibberifh  •,  but  this  Truth,  with  all  its  Pile  of  Arguments 
and  Proofs,  is  admitted  as  a  firm  and  folid  Body,  that  is 
no  more  to  be  fhaken,  no  more  to  be  judged  of.  On  the 
Contrary,  every  one,  according  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Ta- 
lent, corroborates  and  fortifies  this  received  Belief  with 
the  utmoft  Power  of  his  Reafon,  which  is  a  fupple  Tool, 
pliable,  and  to  be  accommodated  to  any  Figure.  And 
thus  the  World  comes  to  be  filled  with  Lyes  and  Foppe- 
ries* 

f  Plin.  lib.  ii.  c.  37.        *  Su  Aug.  de  Splr.  et  Anim. 
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The  Rcafon  that  Men  do  not  doubt  of  many  Things, 
13,  that  they  nevet  examine  common  Impref- 
fiohs:  They  do  not  dig  to  the  Root,  where   S^ithmp-^ 
the  Faults  and  Defefts  lie ;  they  only  debate  ^^^Jfj. 
upon  the  Branches:    They  do  not  examine    things. 
whether  fuch  and  fuch  a  Thing  be  true,  but 
if  it  has  been  fo,  and  fo  underftood.     It  is  not  enquired 
into,  whether  Galen  has  faid  any  thing  to  purpofc,  but 
whether  he  has  faid  fo  or  fo.     In  truth  it  was  very  good 
Reafon,  that  this  Curb  and  Conftraint  to  the  Liberty  of 
our  Judgments,  and  this  Tyranny  over  oyr  Opinions, 
Ihould  be  extended  to  the  Schools  and  Arts.     The  God 
of  ScholafUc  Knowledge  is  Ariftotk :     'Tis  irreligious  to 
queftion  any  of  his  Decrees,  at  it  was  thofe  of  Lycurgus  ac 
Sparta  :  His  Dodtrine  is  a  magifterial  Law  to  us»  though 
peradventure  'tis  as  falfe  as  another. 

I  do  not  know,  why  I  fhould  not  as  willingly  embrace 
dther  the  Ideas  of  Plato^  or  the  Atoms  of 
Epicurus  J  or  the  Plenum  or  Vacuum  of  Leucip-   t>iffmnce  §f 
pus  and  Democritus^   or  the  Water  of  Thales^    ^^tV^ 
or  the  Infinity  of  Nature  oi  Anaximander  *,  or    rdPrwcipks. 
the  Air  of  Diogenes  '',  or  the  Members  and 
Symmetry  oi  Pythagoras^  or  the  Infinity  of  Parmenides^  or 
the  One  ofMufaus^  or  the  Water  and  Fire  of  A^Uodorus^ 
or  the   fimilar  Parts  of  Anagoras^  or  the  Dilcord  and 
Friendlhip  of  Empedocles^  or  the  Fire  of  Heraclitus^  or 
any  other  Opinion  (in  that  infinite  Confufion  of  Opini- 
ons and  Sentiments,  which  this  (ine  Human  Reafon  does 
produce  by  its  Certitude  and  Clear-fightednefs  in  every 
thing  it  meddles  withal!  as  I  Ihould  the  Opinion  oiArifio- 
tie  upon  this  Subjedof  tne  Principles  of  Natural  Things  : 
Which   Principles   he    builds  of  three   Pieces,  Matter, 
Form,  and  Privation.     And  what  can  be  more  vain,  than 
to   make  Inanity  itfelf  the  Caufe  of  the  Produdion  of 
Things  ?  Privation   is   a  Negative :    Of  what  Humour 
could  he  then  make   the  Caufe  and  Original  of  Things 

tha( 

'  Sext.  Empir.  Pyrrh.  lib.  iii.  c,  4.  p.  155. 

^  Oi  Diogenes  ApoUoniates,  apudSextum  Empiricum  in  Pyrrh.  Hjrpot.  This 
is  a  further  Proof  of  a  former  Note  in  this  Chapter,  that  it  was  Air,  and  not 
Agt,  as  Montaigne  thought,  muft  be  the  God  of  this  Philofopher  of  Apolhmia. 
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that  arc  :  And  yet  that  were  not  to  be- controverted,  but 
for  the  Exercife  of  Logic.     There  is  nothing  difputed, 
neither  to  bring  it  into  Doubt>  ^ut  to  defend  the  Author 
of  the  School  from  foreign  Objeftions  :  His  Authority  is 
the  non  ultra^  beyond  which  it  is  not  permited  to  enquire. 
It  is  very  eafy  upon  approved  Foundations  to  build 
.  .        whatever  we  pleafe  \    for,   according  to  the 
rfPrindpi^     Law,  and  Ordering  of  the  Beginning,  the 
nuitfyut  Exa-     Other  Parts  of  the  Strudture  are  eafily  carried 
mnation  liable    on  without  any  Failure.  By  this  Way  we  find 
J^^L^^^     our  Reafon  well-grounded,  and  have  good 
^     ^*  Warrant  for  whajr  we  fay ;  for  our  Mafters 

prepoflefs  and  gain  before-hand  as  much  room  in  our 
Belief,  as  is  neceflary  towards  concluding  afterwards  what 
they  pleafe ;  as  Geometricians  do  by  their  granted  De- 
mands :  The  Confent  and  Approbation  we  allow  them, 
giving  them  Power  to  draw  us  to  the  Right  and  Left, 
and  to  whirl  us  about  at  their  own  Pleafure.  Whoever 
will  have  his  Prefuppofitions  taken  for  granted,  is  our 
Mafter  and  God  :  He  will  lay  the  Plan  of  his  Foundati- 
ons fo  ample  and  eafy,  that  by  them  he  may  mount  us  up  to 
the  Clouds,  if  he  fo  pleafe.  In  this  Practice  and  Negociatioh 
of  Science,  we  have  given  intire  Credit  to  the  Saying  of 
Pythagoras^    '  That  every  expert  Perfon  ought  to  be  be- 

*  lieved  in  his  own  Art.*  The  Logician  refers  the  Sig- 
nification of  Words  to  the  Grammarian,  the  Rhetorician 
borrows  the  State  of  Arguments  from  the  Logician:  The 
Poet  his  N^eafure  from  the  Mufician,  the  Geometrician 
his  Proportions  from  the  Arithmetician,  and  the  Meta- 
phyficians  take  the  Phyfical  Conjeftures  for  their  Foun- 
dations. For  every  Science  has  its  Principles  prefup^ 
pofed,  by  which  Human  Judgment  is  every-where  curbed. 
If  you  ruih  againft  this  Barrier,  where  the  principal  Er- 
ror lies,  they  have  prefently  this  Sentence  in  their  Mouths, 

*  That  there   is  no  difputing  with  Perfons,    who  deny 

*  Principles.*  Now  Men  can  have  no  Princfples, .  if  not 
revealed  to  them  by  the  Divinity  :  Of  all  the  reft  the  Be- 
ginning, the  Middle,  and  the  End,  is  nothing  but  Dream 
and  Vapour.  As  for  thofe  thafrcontend  upon  Prefuppofi- 
lion,  we  muft  on  the  Contrary  prefuppofe  to  them  the 

3  fame 
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fame  Axiom  upon  which  the  Difpute  turns.  For  every 
human  Prefuppofition  and  Declaration  has  as  much  Au- 
thority one  as  anpther,  if  Reafon  do  not  make  the  Diffe- 
rence. Wherefore  they  are  all  to  be  put  into  the  Balance, 
^  and  firft  the  Generals^  and  thofe  that  tyrannife  over  us* 
The  Perfuafion  of  Certainty  is  a  certain  Teftimony  of 
Folly  and  extreme  Uncertainty  ;  and  there  are  not  a  more 
foolifh  fort  of  Men,  nor  that  are  lefs  Philofophers,  than 
the  Pbilodoxes  of  Plato  \  We  muft  enquire  whether  Fire 
be  hot  ?  whether  Snow  be  white  ?  if  we  know  whether 
there  be  fuch  Things  as  Hard  or  Soft  ? 

And  as  to  thofe  Anfwers  of  which  they  tell  old  Stories, 
as  he  that  doubted  if  there  was  any  fuch 
Thing  as  Heat,  whom  they  bid  throw  him-    Xfi'^kkJun^ 
felf  into  the  Fire ;  and  he  that  denied  the    cCtJnty  is  'de- 
Coldnefs  of  Ice,  whom  they  bid  put  a  Cake    terminable  ly 
of  Ice  into  his   Bofom ;    they    are  pitiful    ^^^  Experience 
Tilings  unworthy  of  the  Profeffion  of  Philo-    'f'^'  ^'"^"^ 
fophy.     If  they  had  left  us  in  our  natural  State,  to  re- 
ceive the  external  Appearances  of  Things  according  as 
they  prefent  themfelves  to  us  by  our  Senfes ;  and  had 
permitted  us  to  follow  our  own  natural  Appetites,  and  Bq 
governed  by  the  Condition  of  our  Birth ;  they  might  then, 
have  Reafon  to  talk  at  that  Rate,  but  'tis  from  them  that 
we  have  learned  to  make  ourfelves  fit  up  for  Judges  of  the 
World :  *Tis  from  them  that  we  derive  this  Fancy,  '  that 

*  human  Reafon  is  Controller- General  of  all  that  is  above 

*  and  below  the  Firmament,  that  compofes  every  Thing, 

*  that  can  do  every  Thing,  and,  by  the  Means  of  which 
^  every  Thing  is  known  and  underftood.'  This  Anfwer. 
would  be  good  amongft  Cannibnls^  who  enjoy  the  Happi- 
nefs  of  a  long,  quiet,  and  peaceable  Life,  without  Arijio- 
tleh  Precepts,  and  without  the  KnowJedge  of  the  Name 
of  Pbyjics.  This  Anfwer  would  peradventure  be  of  more 
jValue  and  greater  Force  than  all  thofe  they  Ihall  borrow 

Vol.  II.  U  from 

'  *  Perfons  who  are  poflefled  with  Opinions  of  which  they  know  not  the 

*  Grounds,  whofe  Heads  are  intoxicated  with  Words ;  who  fee  and  afie6l 

*  only  the  Appearances  of  Things.'  This  is  taken  from  PlatOy  who  has 
tijiaraderifed  them  very  particularly  at  the  End  of  the  Fifth  Bopk  of  his  Re- 
public. 
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from  their  Rcafon  and  Invention.  Of  this,  all  Animals, 
and  all,  where  the  Power  of  the  Law  of  Nature  is  yet 
pure  and  fimple,  would  be  as  capable  as  we ;  but  thoic 
they  have  renounced.  They  need  not  tell  us,  it  is  true, 
for  you  fee  and  feel  it  fo :  They  muft  tell  me  whether  I 
really  feel  what  I  think  I  do ;  and,  if  I  do  feel  it,  then  let 
them  tell  me  why  I  feel  it,  and  how,  and  what :  Let  them 
tell  me  the  Name,  Original,  the  Bounds  and  Borders 
of  Heat  and  Cold,  the  Qualities  of  the  Agent  and  Pati- 
ent :  Or  let  them  give  me  up  their  Profeffion^  which  is 
not  to  admit  or  approve  of  any  Thing,  but  by  the  Way 
of  Reafon,  that  is  their  Touch-ftone  tor  Effays  of  every 
fort. 

But  certainly  'tis  a  Tcft  full  of  Falfky,  Error,  Weak- 

nefs,  and  Defed.   Which  way  can  we  better 

Whether  our      prove  it,  than  by  itfelf  ?  If  we  are  not  to  be- 

Reafin  can        Yvtvz  it  when  fpeakinff  of  itfelf,  it  can  hardly 

imge  of  <what     »         .  i        /•*  •    j  /?  •      *-ni  •      ' 

imnediately  re-  t>e  thought  fit  to  judge  of  exotic  Thmgs 
lates  to  itfelf.      foreign  to  it ;  if  it  knows  any  Thing,  it  will 

at  leaft  be  its  own  Being  and  Abode,  It  is 
in  the  Soul,  and  either  a  Part  or  an  EfFeft  of  it :  For  true 
and  eflential  Reafon,  from  which  we,  by  falfe  Colours^  bor- 
row the  Name,  is  lodged  in  the  Brcaft  of  the  Alm^ty* 
There  is  its  Habitation  and  Rccefs,  and  'tis  from  thence 
that  it  proceeds,  when  God  is  pleafed  to  impart  any  Ray 
of  it  to  Mankind  \  and  Pallas  iffued  from  her  Father's 
Head,  to  communicate  herfelf  to  the  World. 

Now  let  us  fee  what  human  Reafon  tells,  us  of  itfelf. 

What  Reafon  ^"^  ^^  ^^  ^^"' '  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  general, 
tells  US  of  the  of  which  almoft  all  Philofophy  makes  the 
Ifature  of  the  ccleftial  and  firft  Bodies  Participants  :  Nor 
^'"^'^  of  that  which  Shales  "  attributed  to  Things, 

which  are  themfelvcs  reputed  inanimate,  being  moved 
by  the  Confideration  of  the  Load-ftone :  But  of  that 
which  appertains  to  us,  and  which  we  ovght  the  bcft  tx> 
know. 

Ignoratur  enim  qua  Jit  natura  anima'i, 
Nat  a  Jit  ^  an  contrd  nafcentibus  injinuetur^ 
Etjimul  intereat  nobifcum  tnorte  dirempta^ 

**•  Dioju.  Laeri.  in  the  life  of  Tbabf ,  ^b.  u  (c^.  24. 
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An  tenebras  Orci  vifaty  vajldfque  lacunas^ 
An  pecttdes  alias  divimtiis  tnfinuet  fe  ^. 

i.  e. 

For  none  the  Nature  of  the  Soul  doth  know. 
Whether  that  it  be  born  with  us,  or  no ; 
Or  be  infus'd  into  us  at  our  Birth, 
And  dies  with  us  when  we  return  to  Earth ; 
Or  does  defcend  to  the  black  Shades  below. 
Or  into  other  Animals  does  go. 

Crates  and  °  Dic^earchus  were  induced  to  judge  from  Hu- 
man Reafon,  *  that  there  was  no  Soul  at  all :  But  that  the 

*  Body  thus  ftirs  by  a  Natural  Motion  :  ^  Plaio^  that  it 

*  was  a  Subftance  moving  of  itfelf :  TbaleSj  a  Nature 
:*  without  Repofe*^:  Afclepiades^  an  Exercifing  of  the 
'  Scnfcs  :  Hefiod  and  Anaximander^  a  Thing  compofed  of 

*  Earth  and  Water :  Parm^nidesj  of  Earth  and  Fire :  Em- 
^  pedocksy  of  Blood'.' 

Sanguineam  vomit  ille  animam*. 

i.  €. 

His  Soul  he  vomited  in  Streams  of  Blood. 

iPoffidonius^  Cleanthes  and  Gi?/^»  judged  from  the  fame  Prin- 
•ciple  that  it  was  Heat,  or  a  hot  Complexion  : 

Igneus  eft  ollis  vigor ^  et  ccsleftis  origo  ^ 

i.  e. 

Their  Vigour  is  of  Fire,  and  does  prove 
Itfelf  defcended  from  the  Gods  above. 

^  Hippocratesy  that  it  was  a  Spirit  diflufed  all  over  the 

*  Body :  Varroy  that  it  was  an  Air  received  at  the  Mouth, 

U  2  *  heated 

•  Lucret.  lib.  iv.  113,  ^c. 

•  Apud  Sexc.  Empir.  Pyirh.  Hypot.  lib.  ii.  c.  5.  p.  57,  et  adv.  Mathem. 
itt^  ewO^flrtra,  p.  201.  Dicaearchus^  Phgerecratcm  queiidam  Phthiotam  fenem 
— diflerentem  inducit  nihil  efle  omnino  aiumum^  lie,  Cic.  Tufc.  Quxft. 
lib.  i.e.  10. 

P  DeLegibus,  lib.  lo.p.  668. 

^  i.  e.  According  to  Plutarch  de  Placitis  Philcfiphorumi  lib.  iv.  c.  2, 
wliich*  mores  of  itfelf,  a»Toxfiiuroy. 

'  Empedocles  Animufti  <&  cenfct,  eordi  fufFbfum  fanguinc,  Cic%  Tufc 
Quatft.  iib.i;c;  9.  

•  Virg.  i^Sneid.  lib-  ix.  v.  349,      •  «  Idem,  iWi.  lib.  Ti.  75p, 
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*  heated  in  the  Lungs,  moiftened  in  the  Heart,  and  dif- 

*  fufed  throughout  the  whole  Body.     "  Zeno^  the  Quin- 

*  teflence  of  the  four  Elements :  Heraclitus  Ponticus^  that 

*  it  was  the  Light :  Xenocrates  and  the  Egyptians^  a  Move- 

*  able  Number :  The  CbaldeanSj  a  Vertuc  without  any 

*  determinate  Form. 

Habitum  quendam  vitalem  corporis  efcj 
Harmoniam  Graci  quam  dicunC 

i.  t. 

A  vital  Habit  in  Man's  Frame  to  be. 
Which,  by  the  Greeksy  is  calFd  a  Harmony. 

Let  us  not  forget  Ariftotle^  who  held  the  Soul  to  be  that 
which  naturally  caufes  tKe  Body  to  move,  which  he  called 
Entelecbia^  with  a  colder  Invention  than  any  of  the  reft : 
For  he  neither  fpeaks  of  the  Eflence,  nor  of  the  Origin, 
nor  of  the  Nature  of  the  Soul,  and  only  takes  Notice  of 
the  EfFeft-  Lailantius^  Seneca^  and  moft  of  the  Dogma- 
iijis^  have  confefled,  that  it  was  a  Thing  they  did  not 
underftand.     After  all  this  Enumeration  of  Opinions : 

*  Harum  fententiartm  quie  vera  fit^  Deus  aliquis  viderit^  fays 
Cicero :  '  Of  thefe  Opinions,  which  is  the  truc^  let  fbme 

*  God  determine.     I  know  by  myfelf,  fays  St.  Bernard^ 

*  how  incomprehenfible  God  is,  feeing  I  cannot  compre- 

*  hend  the  Parts  of  my  own  Bemg.*  Heraclitus^ ^  who 
was  of  Opinion,  that  every  Place  was  full  of  Souls  and 

Demons, 

^  I  know  not  where  Mantaigru  had  diis ;  for  Cicero  exprefsly  fiys,  dnt 
this  Quinteffence,  or  Fifth  Nature,  is  a  Thought  of  ^^ofi^,  wbomakct 
the  Sool  to  be  compofed  of  it ;  and  that  Zeno  thought  the  Soul  to  be  Ftrp, 
C/V.  Tufc.  ^fft»  lib.  i.  c  9  and  10.  After  this,  Cicero  adds,  that  AriJMe 
calls  the  Nfind,  which  he  derives  from  that  Fifth  Nature,  Entdeclnm^  a  iiew^ 
coined  Word,  fignifying  a  perpetual  Motion.  Tho'  Montaigne  has  craied 
thefe  laft  Words,  in  what  he  proceeds  to  tell  us  ofJrifiotUy  he  cenfotes&tt 
Sx  not  having  4'<>ken  of  the  Origin  and  Nature  of  the  SooL  But  had  lie 
only  caft  his  Eve  upon  what  Cicero  had  (aid,  a  litde  before,  he  would  haie 
been  convincea,  that  Arifotle  had  taken  Care  to  explain  himfelfconrwnmg 
the  Origin  of  the  Soul,  before  he  remarked  the  £fie£t  of  it.  If  he  has  not 
thereby  fully  demonfbated  what  the  Nature  of  it  is,  Zeno  has  not  given  as 
mudi  oetter  Light  into  it,  when  he  fays.  The  SoidorMimi/eems  f%  Fin  : 
And  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  (hew,  that,  in  dus  Article,  the  other  PhSo* 
fophers  have  not  fucceeded  better  than  Zam  and  Jriftotle. 

^  Lucret.  lib.  iii.  v.  100.         »  Cic.  in  Tufc.  Quseft.  lib.  L  c  zi#     , 
J  Di9g^  Lmrt.  m  difr  tife  of  ttriir&/«f,  lib,  ix.  fiO.  7. 
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Demons,   did  neverthelefs  maintain,  *  that  no  one  could 

*  advance  fo  far  towards  the  Knowledge  of  his  Soul,  as 
^  ever  to  arrive  at  it;  fo  profound  was  the  Effencc  of  it/ 
Neither  is  there  lefe  Controverfy  and  Debate 

about  the  Seat  of  it.     Hippocrates  and  Hiero-   ^^  '^^^  ^^rt 
pbilus  place  it  in  the  Ventricle  of  the  *  Brain :    f,f^l^ 
Democritus  and    Ariftotk^     throughout   the 

*  whole  Body. 

Ut  bona  [ape  valetudo  cum  dicitur  ejfe 

Corporis^  et  non  eft  tamen  hac  pars  ulla  valentis  ^, 

So  Health  and  Strength  are  both  faid  to  belong 
To  Man,  but  are  no  Parts  of  him  that's  ftrong, 

Epicurus  in  the  Stomach,  or  middle  Region  of  the  Breaft. 

Hie  exultat  enim  pavor^  ac  metus^  bac  loca  drcum 
Latitia  mulcent  \ 

i.  e. 

For  this  the  Seat  of  Horror  is  and  Fear, 
And  Joys  in  turn  do  likewife  triumph  here. 

The  StoicSj  about,  and  within,  the  Heart :  Erafiftratusy 
clofe  to  the  Membrane  <5f  the  Epicranion :  Empedocksy  in 
the  Blood,  as  alfo  Mofes^  which  was  the  Reafon  why  he 
interdifted  eating  the  Blood  of  Beads,  in  which  their 
Soul  is  feated.  Galen  thought,  that  every  Part  of  the 
Body  had  its  Soul  •* :  Strato  has  placed  it  betwixt  the  Eye- 
brows :  *  ^d  facie  quidem  fit  animus '^  aut  ubi  habit etj  ne 
qUierendum  quidem  eft  :  '  What  Figure  the  Soul  is  of,  pr 

*  what  Part  it  inhabits,  is  not  to  be  enquired  into',  fays 
Cicero.  I  very  willingly  deliver  this  Author  to  .you  in 
his  own  Words:  For  fhould  I  go  about  to  alter  the 
Speech  of  Eloquence  itfelf  ?  Befides  it  were  no  great  Prize 
to  (leal  the  Matter  of  his  Inventions.  They  are  neither 
very  frequent,  nor  very  difficult,  and  they  are  pretty  well 
known.     But  the  Keafon  why  Cbryfippus  argues  it  tp  be 

U  3  about 

'^  Plutarch,  de  Placids  Philofi)phDrum,  lib.  iv.'c,  5.      *  Sextu3  Empiricm 
^v.  Mathem.  p.  201.        ^  Lucret.  lib.  ill.  v.  103.        *"  Id.  ib.  v.  141. 

*  Pluurdb.  dc  Placitis  Phfloibph.  lib.  iv.  c.  5,      •  Cic,  Tufc.  lib.  i.  C.i*.    . 
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about  the  Heart,  as  the  reft  of  that  Sed  do,  is  not  to  be 
admitted.     *  It  is,  fays  he,  becaufe,  ^when  we  would  af- 
*  firm  any  Thing,  we  lay  our  Hand  upon  our  Breafts : 
^  And  when  we  are  to  pronounce  c>w,  which  fignifies  I, 
^  we  let  the  lower  Mandible  fink  towards  the  Stomach/ 
This  Place  ought  not  to  be  overflipped,  without  a  Remark 
upon  the  Vanity  of  io  great  a  Man :  For,  befides  that 
thefe  Confiderations  are  infinitely   trivial  in  themlelves, 
the  laft  is  only  a  Proof  to  the  Greeks^   that  they  have 
their  Souls  lodged  in  that  Parr.     No  human  Judgment  is 
fo  vigilant,  that  it  does  not  fometimcs  fleep.     Why  fhould 
we  be  afraid  to  fpeak  ?  We  fee  the  Stoics j  who  are  the  Fa- 
thers of  hunlan  Prudence,    have   found  out,  that  the 
Soul  of  a  Man»  cnifhed  under  a  Ruin,  ^  does  long  la* 
hour  and  ftrive  to  get  out,  before  it  can  difengage  itfelf 
from  the  Burden,  like  a  Moufe  caught  in  a  Trap.    Some 
hold,  that  the  World  was  made  to  give  Bodies,  by  way 
of  Punifliment,  to  the  Angels  that  fell,  by  their  own 
Fault,  from  the  Purity  wherein  they  had  been  created : 
The  firft  Creation  having  been  no  other  than  incorpo- 
real :  And,  that  according,  as  they  are  more  or  lefs  de- 
praved from  their  Spirituality,  fo  are  they  more  or  lefs 
jocundly  or  dully  incorporated.     From  thence  proceeds 
all  the  Variety  of  fo  much  created  Matter.     But  the 
Spirit  that,  for  his  Punifliment,  was  inverted  with  the 
Body  of  the  Sun,  muft  certainly  have  a  very  rare  and 
particular  Meafure  of  Thirft.     The  Extremities  of  our 

Perquifition  all  terminate  in  a  Mift,  as  Plu- 

pthfSf    ^^^^^ '  ^^5'^  ^"  the  Head  of  Hiftories,  where, 
InqJrifu  ^^  ^^  ^^  '^  Charts,  all  that  is    beyond  the 

Coafts  of  known  Countries  is  reprefented  to. 
*  be  taken  up  with  Marfties,  impenetrable  Forefts,  De- 
^  farts,  and  Places  uninhabitable*.  And  this  is  the  Rca^r 
fpn  why  the  mod  ftupid  and  childifti  Reveries  were  mofl:^ 
ly  found  in  thofe  Authors,  who  treat  of  the  fuBlimeft 
Subjefts,  and  proceed  the  furtheft  in  them  :  Lofing  thcm-» 
felves  in  their  own  Curiofity  and  Prefqmption,  The  Be- 
ginning 

^  Apud  Galcnom,  Kb.  ii,  dc  Pladtis  Hippocratis  ct  Platcmis, 
%  Scnec.  Ep.  57.  n  This  Reficdiofl  of  flutarch  is  in  Ac  Pitambte 

(0  j»j«  JUfe  of  7'<^^£Nr^  3 
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ginning  and   En4  of    Knowledge   are  equally  reputed 
iboliih.     Obferve  (o  what  a  Height  Plato  foars  in  his 
poejic  Clouds :  Do  but  uke  Notice  of  his  Gibbqrifh  of 
the  Qpds,     But  what  did  he  dream  of  when 
he  defined  Man  to  be  *  a  two-legged  Animal,   ^^^^^^^ 
without  Feathers  :  Giving  thofe  who  had  a   tfi/^*^^ 
Mind  to  deride  him^  a  pkafant  Occafion ;  for, 
haying  plucked  a  Capon  alive,  they  called  it  the  Man 
of  Plato.     And,    as  for  the  Epicureans^    how   fimple 
were  they  to  imagine,   that  their  Atoms, 
which  they  faid  were  Bodies,  having  fome    ^^^^^  9f 
Wieight,  and  a  natural  Motion  downwards,    rcans^*^^/» 
ha4  formpd  the  World,  'till  they  were  put  in 
mind  by  their  Adverfaries,  that,  according  to  this  Pe- 
icription,  it  was  impodlble  they  fhould  unite  and  join  to 
one  another,  their  Fall  being  fo  direct  and  perpendicular, 
and   producing  fo    many    parallel   Lines  throughout  ? 
Wherefore,  there  was  a  Neceflity,  that  they  fhould  after- 
yrards  add  a  fortuitous  and  fide-ways  Motion,  and  that 
they  fhould,  moreover,  accoutre  their  Atoms  with  Hooks 
and  Crooks,  to  adapt  them  for  a  Union  and  Attach- 
ment to  ene  another.     And,  even  then,   do  not  thofe 
that   attack  them  upon    this  fecond  Confideration,  put 
them  hardly  to  it  ?  If  the  Atoms  have,  by  Chance,  formed 
fo  many  Sorts  of  Figures,  why  did  it  never  fall  out  that 
they  made  a  Houfe  or  a  Shoe  ?  Why,  at  the  fame  Rate, 
/hould  we  not  as  well  believe,  that  an  infinite  Number  of 
Greek  Letters,  flrewed  all  over  a  certain  Place,  might  pof- 
fibly  fall  into  the  Contexture  of  the  Uiad?  '  Whatever  is 

*  capable  of  Reafon,  fays  Zeno^  is  better  than    ZcnoV  nxitak 

*  th;^t  which  is  not  capabile  of  it  ^ :  There  is    Argument. 

^  nothing  better  than  the  World  ;  thfe  World  is  therefore 

*  capable  of  Reafon/  Cottar  by  this  Way  of  Argument, 
\  makes  the  World  a  Mathematician  -,  and  'tis  alfo  made 
a  N^fician,  and  an  Organifl,  by  this  other  Argument  of 
Zeno :  '  Tl\e  Whole  is  more  than  a  Part  5  we  are  capable 

*  of  Wifdom,  and  are  Parts  of  the  World  ;  therefore  the 

*  World  is  wife  \*     It  would  be  endlefs  to  inflance,  not 

U  4  onl^ 

^  Diog.  Lacrt.  irx  the  Life  of  Diogenes  the  Cynicj  lib.  v.  (eft.  40. 
^  Ci(,  4e  Nat.  Oeor.  lib.  iii.  c,  9.        ^  Idem,  ib.  lib,  ii,  Cr  i2« 
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only  in  the  Arguments,  which  are  falfe  in  themfelves,  but 
filly  ones,  that  do  not  hold  together  in  themfelves,  and 
that  accufe  their  Authors,  not  fo  much  of  Ignorance,  as 
Ijnprudence,  in  the  Reproaches  the  Philofophers  hit  one 
another  in  the  Teeth  withal,  upon  their  Diffenfions  in 
their  Sefts  and  Opinions.  Whoever  Ihould  bundle  up  a 
lufty  Faggot  of  the  Fooleries  of  human  Wifdom,  would 
produce  Wonders  :  I  willingly  mufter  up  thefe  few  for  a 
Pattern,  by  a  certain  Biafs,  not  lefs  profitable  than  the 
moft  moderate  Inftruftions.  Let  us  judge,  by  thefe,  what 
Opinion  we  are  to  have  of  Man,  of  his  Senfe  and  Reafon, 
when,  in  thefe  great  Perfons,  and  fuch  as  have  raifed  hu- 
man Knowledge  fo  high,  there  are  fo  many  grofs  and  pal- 
pable Errors.  For  my  Part,  I  am  rather  apt  to  believcj, 
mjethr  the  ^^^^  ^^1  \i^\t  treated  of  Knowledge  cafual- 
ancient  Philo-  Jy,  played  with  it,  dallied  with  Reafon,  as  a 
jhpbers  treated  vain  and  frivolous  Inftrument,  like  a  Shittle- 
tn^^'"^^'  cock,  and  fet  on  foot  all  forts  of  Fancies 
j^^ioujj,  ^^j  Inventions,  fometimes  more  nervous,  and 

fometimcs  weaker.  This  fame  Flato^  who  defines  Man, 
as  if  he  were  a  Fowl,  fays  elfe where,  after  Socrates ^  ^  That 

*  he  does  not,  in  Truth,  know  what  Man  is,  and  that  he 

*  is  one  of  the  Members  of  the  World  the  hardeft  to  iin-^ 

*  xlerftand.'  By  this  Variety  and  Inftability  of  Opinions, 
they  tacitly  lead  us,  as  it  were,  by  the  Hand,  to  this  Cer- 
tainty of  their  Uncertainty  :  They  profefs  not  always  to 
deliver  their  Opinions  bare-faced  and  apparent  to  us ;  they 
have,  one  while,  difguifed  them  in  the  fabulous  Shadows 
of  Poefy,  and,  another  while,  in  fome  other  Vizor  :  For 
our  Imperfeftion  carries  this  alfo  along  with  itj  that  crude 
Meats  are  not  always  proper  for  our  Stomachs  ;  they  muft 
be  dried,  altered,  and  mixed :  The  Philofophers  do  the 
i'ame  :  They,  now  and  then,  conceal  their  real  Opinions 
and  Judgments,  and  falfify  them  to  accommodate  them- 
felves to  the  Public  :  They  will  not  make  an  open  Pro- 
feflion  of  Ignorance,  and  of  the  Imbecillity  of  humai> 
Reafon,  that  they  may  not  frighten  Children ;  but  they 
fufficiently  difcover  it  to  us  by  the  Appearance  of  Know- 
ledge that  is  confufed  and  uncertain.     I  advifed  a  Perfon 

3  .   v;^ 
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in  Italy^  who  had  a  great  mind  to  fpeak  Ita-  phikfophy  fiM 
Uan^  that,  provided  he  only  had  a  Defire  to  ofUmertaintyt 
make  himfelf  underftood,  without  being  am-  ondExtrmfa- 
bitious  to  excel,  he  need  but  make  Ufe  of  the  ^^^^' 
firft  Words  that  came  to  the  Tongue's  End,  whether  Ztf^i», 
French^  Spanijh^  or  Gafcon\  and  that,  by  adding  the  Italian 
Terminations,  he  could  not  fail  of. hitting  upon  fomc 
Idiom  of  the  Country,  either  Tufcan,  Romany  Venetian^ 
Piedmontefe,  or  Neapolitan^  and  to  apply  himfelf  to  fome. 
one  of  thofe  many  Forms  :  I  fay  the  fame  of  Philofophy  5 
it  has  fo  many  Faces,  fo  much  Variety,  and  has  faid  fo 
many  Things,  that  all  our  Dreams  and  Chinieras  are 
therein  to  be  found.  Human  Fancy  can  conceive  no- 
thing Good  or  Bad  that  is  not  there  :  "  Nihil  tam  abJurM 
did  potejly  quod  non  dicatur  ab  altquo  Philofopborum :  No- 
thing can  be  fo  abfurdly  faid,  that  has  not  been  faid  be- 
fore by  fome  of  the  Philofophers.  And  I  am  the  more 
willing  to  expofe  my  Whimfies  to  the  Public  ;  forafmuch 
as,  though  they  are  fpun  out  of  myfelf,  and  without  any 
Pattern,  I  know  they  will  be  found  to  be  related  to  fomc 
ancient  Humour,  and  one  or  another  will  be  fure  to  fay, 
*  See  whence  he  took  it.*  My  Manners  are  Natural,  I 
have  not  called  in  the  Affiftance  of  any  Difcipline  to  form 
them  :  But,  weak  as  they  are,  when  it  came  into  my  Head 
to  publifli  them  to  the  World,  and  when,  in  order  to  expofe 
them  to  the  Light  in  a  little  more  decent  Garb,  I  fet  about 
to  corroborate  them  with  Reafons  and  Examples,  I  wonder7 
ed  to  find  them  accidentally  conformable  to  fo  many  phi- 
lofophical  Difcourfes  and  Examples,  I  never  knew  what 
Regimen  my  Life  was  of,  till  after  it  is  now  near  worn 
out  and  fpent,  A  new  Figure  ;  an  unpremeditated  and 
accidental  Philofopher.  But  to  return  to  ^^^^^ 
the  Soul:  As  for  Plato's  having  placed  ^bid^B^the^ 
Reafon  in  the  Brain,  Anger  in  the  Heart,  Jts  concerning 
and  Concupifcence  in  the  Liver ;  it  was  ra-  '^^»w«» 
ther  an  Interpretation  of  the  Movements  of 
the  Soul,  than  that  he  intended  a  Divifion  and  Separation 
of  it,  as  of  a  Body  into  feveral  Members  :  And  the  moft 
likely  pf  their  Opinions  is,  that  *tis  always  a  Soul,  which, 

by 

"  Qic.  de  Piv^A.  lib,  ii.  c,  58. 
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by  its  Faculty,  reafons,  remembers,  compreheads,  judges, 
defires,  ^d  exercifes  all  its  other  Operations  by  divers  In- 
ftruments  of  the  Body,  as  the  Pilot  guides  his  Ship  ac- 
cording to  his  Experience,  one  while  draining  or  (lacking 
the  Cordage,  one  while  hoifting  the  Main-yard,  or  moving 
the  Rudder,  by  one  and  the  fame  Power  conducting  feveral 
Effedts  :  And  that  this  Soul  is  lodged  in  the  Brain,  which 
appears  in  that  the  Wounds  and  Accidents,  which  touch 
that  Part,  do  immediately  hurt  the  Faculties  of  the  Soul ; 
i^nd  'tis  not  inconfiftent,  that  it  fhould  thence  diffufe  itfelf 
into  the  other  Parts  of  the  Body. 

■        Medium  non  defer H  unquam 

C(eli  Pbesbus  iter^  radiis  tamen  omnia  lujtrat ". 

/.  e. 

Phcebus  ne'er  deviates  from  the  Zodiac* s  Way ; 
Yet  all  Things  does  inlighten  with  his  Ray. 

As  the  Sun  fheds  from  H^javen  its  Light  and  Influence^ 
and  therewith  fills  the  World. 

Cetera  pars  anima  per  totum  dijfita  corpus 
Paret^  et  ad  numen  mentis^  nomenque  movetur  \ 

/.  e. 

The  other  Part  o*th'  Soul  which  is  confined 
To  all  the  Limbs,  obeys  the  ruling  Mind, 
And  moves  as  that  direds. 

Some  have  faid,  that  there  was  a  General  Soul,  as  it 

were  a  great  Body,  from  whence  all  particu- 

^^a^tht'    ^^"^  ^^""^  were  extrafted,  and  thither  again  re- 

S^'s  Origin,     turn,  always  mixing  itfelf  again  with  univcr* 

fal  Matter. 

»       — Deum  namque  ire  per  omnes 

Terra/que  traSiufque  maris j  ccslumque  profundum :  ^ 

Hinc  pecudeSj  armenta^  viros^  genus  omne  ferarum : 

^emquejihi  tenues  nafcentem  arcejfere  vitas^ 

^cilicet  hue  reddi  deinae,  ac  refoluta  referri 

Omnia :  Nee  morti  ejfe  locum  p, 

•  Qand.  ki  Pancg.  dc  Cbnfel.  Hon.  v,  41 1,  412. 

•  Lucrct,  iiir  V,  144,  145,  -  p  Virg,  Georg.  lib.  iv.  v.  221,  Sffr. 

/.  e* 
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■                For  they  fuppofe  ^ 

That  God  through  Earth,  the  Sea,  and  Heaven  goes. 
Hence  Men,  Beafts,  Reptiles,  Infeds,  Fiflies,  Fowls, 
With  Breath  are  quicken'd,  and  attract  their  Souls  ^ 
And  into  him  at  length  refolve  again. 
No  Room  is  l^ft  for  Deaths- 

Others,  that  they  only  rejoined  and  re*united  them*-' 
felves  to  it :  Others,  that  they  were  produced  from  the  Di^ 
vine  Subftance :  Others,  by  the  Angels  from  Fire  aod 
Air :  Others,  that  they  were  from  ail  Antiquity  :  Some 
that  they  were  created  at  the  very  Point  of  Time,  when 
the  Bodies  wanted  them  :  Others  make  them  to  defcend 
from  the  Orb  of  the  Moon,  and  to  return  thither.  The 
Generality  of  the  Ancients  believed,  that  they  were  in-, 
gendered  from  Father  to  Son,  after  a  like  Manner,  and 
produced  as  all  other  natural  Things,  are  founding  their 
Argument  on  the  Likenefs  of  Children  to  their  Parents, 

**  Injlillata  pafris  virtus  tibi^ 
Fortes  creantur  fortibus  et  bonis  \ 

i.  e. 

Thou  haft  thy  Father's  Virtue?  with  his  Blood  ; 
For  ftill  the  'Brave  fpring  from  the  Brave  and  Good. 

and  upon  our  Obfervation,  that  not  only  bodily  Marks, 
but  moreover  a  Refemblance  of  Humours,  Cpmplexions, 
and  Inclinations  of  the  Soul,  defcend  from  Parents  to  their 
Children. 

Denique  cur  acrum  viohnda  trifte  konum 
Seminium  fequitur^  dolus  vulpibus^  et  fuga  cervis^ 
Apatribus  datur^  et  patrius  pavar  incitat  artus^ 
'  Si  non  certafuo  quia  fefnine  femnioque^ 
Vis  animi  pariter  crefcit  cum  corpore  toto  *  ? 

i.  e. 

For  why  fhould  Rage  from  the  fierce  Lion's  Seed, 
Or,  from  the  fubtle  Foxes,  Craft  proceed. 

Or 

s  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  know  from  whence  "Montaigne  took  this  firft  Vcrfe.   ^ 
'  Herat,  lib.  iv.  Ode  4,  v.  29.  •  Lucret.  lib.  iii,  v.  741  to  743, 

746, 747-  '  ■  ■ 
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Or  why  the  tim'rous  and  flying  Hart 
His  Fear  and  Trembling  to  his  Race  impart) 
,  But  that  a  certain  Force  of  Mind  does  grow» 
And  ftill  increafes  as  the  Bodies  do? 

They  add,  that  this  is  a  Proof  of  the  Divine  Juftice, 
which  hereby  punilhes,  in  the  Children,  the  Faults  of  their 
Fathers :  Forafmuch  as  the  Contagion  of  the  Parents 
Vices  is  in  fome  fort  imprinted  in  the  Soul  of  Children» 
and  that  the  Irregularity  of  their  Will  aflreils  them. 
fAr  €/*«/•»  of  Moreover,  that  if  the  Souls  had  any  other  De- 
ibe  Pre-exif-      rivation  than  from  a  Natural  Succeflion,  :and 

^ulf before         ^^^^  ^^^^   ^^  '^^^"  ^^"^^  ^^^^^  Thing  OUt  of 

tbeirUmonto  ^^  Body,  they  would  retain  fome  Memory 
BUT  Bodies^  cott^  of  their  firft  Being,  confidering  the  Natural 
futul.  Faculties  that  are  proper  to  them  of  difcour* 

ling,  reafbning,  and  remembering. 

Si  in  corpus  nafcentibus  infinuatury 

Cur  fuper  anteaSfam  at  at  em  meminijfe  nequimus. 
Nee  vejiigia  gejiarttm  rerum  ulla  tenemus '  ? 

i.  e. 

For  at  our  Birth  if  it  infiifed  be. 
Why  do  we  then  retain  no  Memory 
Of  our  foregoing  State,  and  why  no  more 
Remember  any  Thing  we  did  before  ? 

For,  to  niake  the  Condition  of  our  Souls  fuch  as  wc 
would  have  it  to  be,  we  muft  fuppofe  them  all  knowing, 
even  in  their  natural  Simplicity  and  Purity.  By  Confe- 
quence  they  had  been  fuch,  exempt  from  the  Prifon  of 
the  Body,  as  well  before  thefy  entered  into  it,  as  we  hope 
they  will  be  after  they  are  gone  out  of  it.  And  from  this 
Knowledge  it  muft  foll9w,  that  they  would  be  fenfiblc 
when  in  the  Body,  as  **  Plato  faid,   *  That  what  we  learn 

*  is  no  other  than  a  Remembrance  of  what  we  knew  be- 

*  fore-,*  a  Thing  which  every  one  by  Experience  may 
maintain  to  be  falfe.  Forafmuch,  in  the  firft  Place,  as 
that  we  do  not  juftly  remember  any  Thing,  but  what  we 
have  been  taugl^t :  And  that,  if  the  ^lemory  did  purely 

per-* 

^  I/BCjfetf  lib,  lii,  V.  67U  "  In  Pbapdone,  p.  58;?^ 
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perform  its  Office,  it  would  at  leaft  fuggcft  to  us  fome- 
thing  more  than  what  we  have  learned.  Secondly,  Xhat 
what  the  Soul  knew,  being  in  its  Purity,  was  a  true 
Knowledge,  knowing  Things  as  they  are  by  its  Divine. 
Intelligence :  Whereas  here  we  make  it  receive  Falfliood 
and  Vice,  when  we  inftrud  it  wherein  it  cannot  employ 
its  Remembrance,  that  Imiage  and  Conception  having 
never  been  planted  in  it.  To  fay,  that  the  corporal 
Prifon  does  in  fuch  fort  fufFocate  the  Soul's  natural  Facul- 
ties, that  they  are  thereby  utterly  extinft,  is,  firft,  con- 
trary to  this  other  Belief  of  acknowledging  its  Power  to 
be  fo  great,  and  the  Operations  of  it,  which  Men  fenfibly 
perceive  in  this  Life,  fo  admirable,  as  to  have  thereby 
concluded  this  Divinity,  and  paft  Eternity,  and  the  Im^ 
mortality  to  come : 

Namfi  lantopere  eft  animi  mutata  poteftas^ 
Omnis  ut  aSiarum  exciderit  retinentia  rerum^ 
Non  (ut  opinor)  id  ab  letbojam  longior  err  at "". 

i.  e. 
For  if  the  Mind  be  chang'd  to  that  Degree, 
As  of  paft  Things  to  lofe  all  Memory ; 
So  great  a  Change  as  that,  I  muft  confefs,, 
Appears  to  me  than  Death  but  little  lefs. 

Furthermore,  *tis  here,  with  us,  and  not  elfewhcre,  that 
the  Force  and  EfFedts  of  the  Soul  ought  to  be  confidered  : 
All  the  reft  of  its  Perfeftions  are  vain  and  ufelefs  to  it ; 
'tis  by  its  prefent  Condition,  that  all  its  Immortality  is  to 
be  rewarded  and  paid,  and  of  the  Life  of  Man  only  that 
it  is  to  render  an  Account :  It  had  been  Injuftice  to  have 
flripped  it  of  its  Means  and  Powers,  to  have  difarmed  it, 
from  the  Time  of  its  Captivity  and  Imprifonment,  and 
its  Weaknefs  and  Infirmity,  from  the  Time  wherein  it 
was  forced  and  compelled  to  extraft  an  infinite  and  per- 
petual Sentence  and  Condemnation,  and  to  infift  upon 
the  Confideration  of  fo  ihort  a  Time,  perad  venture  but 
an  Hour  or  two,  or,  at  the  moft,  but  an  Age,  (which 
have  no  more  Proportion  with  Infinity,  than  an  Inftant) 
for  this  momentary  Interval  to  ordain,  and  definitively  to 

deter- 

w  Lugr^J.  lib.  iii.  ¥,671. 
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determine  its  whole  Exiftence.  It  were  an  unreafonable 
Difproportion  to  infer  an  eternal  Recompehce  in  Confe- 
quence  of  fo  ftiort  a  Life,  Plato^  to  defend  hinofelf  from 
this  Inconvenience,  will  have  future  Rewards  limited  to 
the  Term  of  a  hundred  Tears^  relatively  to  human  Duration  : 
And,  of  us  ourfelves,  there  are  enough,  who  have  given 
That  the  Soul  *^"^  temporal  Limits.  By  this  they  judged, 
//  hom^  a9td  that  the  Generation  of  the  Soul  followed  the  corn- 
grows  ftrong      mon  Condition  of  human  Things :  As  alfo  its 

^b^Bod  ^^^^'  according  to  the  Opinion  of  Epicurus 
^^^  '  •^'  and  DemocritnSj  which  has  been  the  moft  re- 
ceived, in  Confequence  of  thefe  fine  Appearances,  that 
they  faw  it  born,  and  that,  according  as  the  Body  grew 
more  capable,  they  faw  it  increafe  in  Vigour,  as  the  other 
did  ;  that  its  Feeblenefs,  in  Infancy,  was  very  manifeft  ; 
as  was,  in  Time,  its  Vigour  and  Maturity  i  after  that,  its; 
Declenfion  and  Old-age ;  and,  at  laft,  its  Decrepitude. 

gig^i  par  iter  cum  corpore^  et  uni 

Crefcere  fentimus^  pariterque  fenefcere  mentem  ^. 

i.  e. 

As  to  the  Soul,  this  Doftrine  we  do  hold,  v 

'Tis  with  the  Body  born,  grows  ftrong,  and  old. 

They  perceived  it  to  be  capable  of  diverfe  Paflions,  :and 
agitated  with  feveral  painful  Motions,  from  whence  it  fcfl 
into  a  Laflitude  and  Uneafinefs,  capable  of  Alteration 
and  Change,  of  Chearfulnefs,  Stupidity,  and  Faintnefs, 
and  fubje£t  to  Difeafes  and  Injuries,  as  well  as  the  Sto- 
mach, or  the  Foot ; 

Mentem  fanari^  corpus  ut  agrum 

Cemimus^  et  fleSli  medicind  pojfe  videmus  ^. 

i.  e. 

Sick  Minds,  as  well  as  do  our  Bodies,  feel 
The  Pow'r  of  Medicines  that  kill  or  heaL 

intoxicated  and  difturbed  with  the  Fumes  of  Wine, 
joftled  from  her  Seat  by  the  Vapours  of  a  burning  Fever, 
dozed  by  the  Application  of  fome  Medicaments,  and 
Toufed  by  others. 

Or- 

'  Laott.  lib.  ill.  v.  446.        y  Idem,  ibid.  v.  509. 
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— : —  Corpoream  naturam  aninri  effe  neceffe  eft^ 
Corporeis  qmniam  telis  iSluque  laborat  ^. 

Hence  the  Soul's  Union  with  the  body's  plain. 
Since  by  corporeal  Darts  it  fuflFers  Pain. 

They  faw  it  in  Aftonifliment,  and  all  its  Faculties  over- 
thrown by  the  mere  Bite  of  a  mad  Dog,  and  that  it  then 
had  no  Strength  of  Reafon,  no  Sufficiency^  no  Virtue, 
no  Philofophical  Refolution,  no  Refiftance  that  could 
exempt  it  from  Subjeftion  to  thefe  Accidents  :  The  Sla- 
ver of  a  MaftiflF  Cur,  fhed  upon  the  Hand  of  Socrat^Sj  w«m 
feen  to  Ihake  all  his  Wifdom,  and  all  his  great  and  regu- 
lar Imaginations,  and  fo  to  annihilate  them,  as  that  thenr 
^  remained  no  Trace  of  his  former  Knowledge. 


Vts  ammat 


Conturbatur et  divifa  feorfum 

DisjeSatur  eodem  illo  dijlra£la  veneno  *. 

i.  €. 

He's  mad,  becaufe  the  Parts  of  Soul  and  Mind, 
Are  by  the  Poifon's  Violence  disjoined, 
Difturb'd,  and  tofs'd. 

And  this  Poifon  found  no  more  Refiftance  in  his  great 
Soul,  than  ihthat  of  an  Infant  of  four  Years  old :  A 
Poifon  fufficient,  if  Philofophy  were  incarnate,  to  make 
it  furious  and  mad ;  infomuch  that  Cato^  who  ever  dif- 
dained  Death  and  Fortune,  could  not  endure  the  Sight  of 
a  Looking-glafs,  or  of  Water,  confounded  with  Horror 
and  Affright,  at  the  Thought  of  falling,  by  the  Bite  of  a 
mad  Dog,  into  the  Difeafe,  call'd,  by  Phyficiani,  ^ir^- 
pbobia. 

vis  morbi  diJlraSla  per  artus 

^urbat  agens  animam,  fpumantes  aquore  falfo 
Fen  forum  ut  validis  fervefcunt  "airibus  unda  *". 

/.  e. 

The  Venom,  having  through  the  Body  ftole. 
Makes  fuch  a  ftrong  Commotion  in  the  Soul, 

Aa 

»  Lacret.  lib.  iii.  v.  1 76, 1 77;       \  M.  ib.  v.  498.       \W.  ib.  v.  491,  (5fc. 
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As  boiftVous.  Storms  -which  o'er  the  Ocean  rave. 
And  raife  white  Curls  upon  the  foaming  Wave, 

Now,  as  to  this  Particular,  Philofophy  has  fufHcieritly 

7bi  Soul  of  the  ^^"^^^  ^^"  ^^  encounter  all  other  Accidents, 
mfeftUan  Cither  with  Patience,  or,  if  the  Search  of  that 
liabU  to  become  cofts  too  dear,  by  an  infallible  Defeat,  in  to- 
rw^^^"*      tally  depriving  himfelf  of  all  Senfation  :   But 

thefe  are  Expedients,  that  are  of  Ufe  to  a 
Soul  prefent  to  itfelf,  and  in  its  full  Power,  capable  of 
Reafon  and  Deliberation ;  though  of  no  Ufe  in  this  In-, 
convenience,  where,  even  in  a  Philofppher,  the  Soul  be- 
comes the  Soul  of  a  Mad-man,  difturbed,  confounded, 
and  loft  :  Which  many  Occafions  may  produce,  as  a  too 
vehement  Agitation,  which  any  violent  Palfion  of  the  Soul 
may  beget  in  itfelf ;  or  a  Wound  in  a  certain  Part  of  the 
Perfon  ;  or  Vapours  in  the  Stomach,  that  may  dazzle  the 
Underftanding,  and  turn  the  Brain. 


'Morbis  in  corporis  avius  errat 


Sifpe  animus  J  dement  it  enim  delirdque  fatury 
Interdumque gravi  letbargo  fertur  in.altum 
JEternumque  foporemy  oculis  nutuque  cadenti  \ 


i.  e. 


For  when  the  Body's  fick,  and  ill  at  Eafe, 
The  Mind  does  often  fhare  in  the  Difeafe, 
Wanders,  grows  wild,  and  raves,  and  fometimes,  by 
A  heavy  and  a  fatal  Lethargy, 
Is  overcome,  and  caft  into  a  deep, 
An  irrefiftible  eternal  Sleep. 

The  Philofophers,  methinks,  have  not  much  touched  this 
String,  no  more  than  another  of  equal  Importance :  They 
have  this  Dilemma  continually  in  their  Mouths,  to  con- 
folate  our  mortal  Condition  :  TCbe  Soul  is  either  mortal^  or 
immortal ;  //  mortal,  it  willfuffer  no  Pain ;  if  immortal^  it 
will  change  for  the  better:  They  never  touch  the  other 
Branch  -,  what  if  it  change  for  the  worfe  ?  And  they 
leave  to  the  Poets  the  Menaces  of  future  Torments  ;  but 
thereby  they  give  themfclves  a  large  Scope.     Thefe  are 

tWQ 

«  Lacret.  lib,  iii.  v.  464,  ^c. 
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two  Omiflions,  that  I  often  meet  with  in  their  Difcourfes  :. 
I  return  to  the  firft  *^ :  This  Soul  lofes  the  Ufe  of  the  fo- 
vereign  Stoical  Good,  fo  conftant  and  fo  firm.  Our  fine 
human  Wifdom  muft  here  yield,  and  lay  down  her  Arms. 
As  to  the  reft,  they  alfo  qonfidered,  by  the  Vanity  of  hu- 
man Reafon,  that  the  Mixture  and  Affociation  of  two 
fo  contrary  Things,  as  Mortal  and  Immortal,  was  unima-^ 
ginable : 

S^uippe  eienim  mortale  atemojungere^  et  uni 
Conf entire  putarey  et  fungi  mutua  pojfe^ 
Dejipere  eft :  ^id enimdrverfius  effeptUandum  tft^  \ 
jfut magis inter fedisjunHum^  difcrepitdnfquej 
^am  mortale  quod  eftj  inmwrtali  atque  perenni 
JunSum  in  concilia y  fevas  tolerare  procellas  *  ? 

/.  e. 

To  join  the  Mortal  then,  and  the  iEtern, 
.  And  think^  they  can  agree  in  one  Concern^ 
Is  Madnefs  :  For  \fiiat  Things  more  difF'ring  arc 
Unlike  betwixt  themfelves,  and  apt  to  jar  ? 
How  can  it  then  be  thought,  that  thefe  fliould  bear. 
When  thus  conjoined,  of  Harms  an  equal  Share-? 

Moreover,  they  perceived  the  Soul  dying,  as  well  as  the 
Body. 

Simul  avo  fejfa  fatifcit  *. 

/.  e. 
Fatigu'd  together  with  the  Weight  of  Age. 

Which,  according  to  'Zeno\  the  Image  of  Sleep  does  fuf- 
ficiendy  demonftrate  to  us  :  For  he  looks  upon  it  as  a 
Fainting  and  Fall  of  the  Soul,  as  well  as  of  the  Body. 
Contrahi  animum^  et  quafi  lahi  put  at  ^  atque  decider e  ^  He 
thinks  the  Mind  is  conyulfed,  and  that  it  flips  and  falls  : 
And*  what  they  perceived  in  fome,  that  the  Soul  main* 
tained  its  Force  and  Vigour  to  the  laft  Gafp  of  Life,  they 
attributed  to  the  Variety  of  Difeafes,  as  it  is  obfervable  in 
Men  at  the  laft  Extremity,  that  fome  retain  one  Senfe, 
Vol.  IL  X  and 

.   «  That  the  Soul  lives,  or  may  fare  the  woHe^  •*  Lticret.  lib.  iii. 

T.  Sox,  (Sc.        <  Id.  ibid.  v.  459.        '  Cic  de  Divihat.  lib.  iL  c.  58. 
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and  fbcne  another,  one  the  Hearing,  an4  ano):her  the  Smelly 
without  any  manner  of  Alteration ;  and  thfU  there  is  wx 
ib  univerfal  a  Decay,  that  fome  Pq;rt3  do  npt  fenuift  T^r 
gorous  and  entire. 

Non  alio  pa^o  qt^mfipes  ciim  dalet  agri^ 
Jn  nuUo  caput  interta  fit  forth  dolor e  ^r 

i.  e* 

^,  often  of  the  Gout  a  Man  complains, 

Whofe  Head  is,  at  die  fame  Time,  free  from  PaiQ0i# 

Truth  ia  as  impesietr^le  by  the  Sight  of  our  Judmnent^ 
„  as  the  Sun  by  the  Eyes  of  the  Owl,  iays  yf- 
imJrtalL  riftotle.  By  what  can  we  better  convince  him, 
wDeaklymain^  than  by  fp  gro&  BUndnefs  in  Co  appMent  a 
tainedhthe  Light  ?  For  the  contrary  Opinion  of  the  Im- 
Jg^Dog.      mortality  of  the  Soul,  which,  Cicero  fajrs^  was 

firfl:  introduced  (by  the  ^  Tcftimony  of  Au- 
thors at  leaft)  by  Pberecides  Syrius^  in  the  Time  oiF  King 
Tullus'j  (though  others  attribute  it  to  ThaleSy  andiome  to 
others)  is  the  Part  of  human  Science,  which  is  treated  of 
with  the  mod  Doubt  and  Refenration.  The  mpfl  poficive 
Dogmatifts  are  forced,  in  this  Point,  principally  to  take 
Shelter  under  the  Academy.  No  one  knows  wba^t  Jr^otk 
has  ellablifhed  upon  this  Subjeft,  no  more  than  ^  thr 
Ancients  in  general,  who  handle  it  with  a  wavering  Be- 
lief: Remgratiffimampromitentium  magis  quamproiantiumK 
He  conceals  himfelf  in  a  Cloud  of  Words  of  difficult  and 
unintelligible.  Senfe,  and  has  left  his  Seftaries  as  much  di« 
vidpd  about  his  Judgment  as  his  Subject):.  Two  Things 
Vhe  Foumfa-  render  this  Opinion  plaufible  to  then:^ :  One, 
OontftbeO-  ^  that  without  the  Immortality  of  Souls, 
^nion  of  the  <  there  would  be  nothing  whereon  to  ground 
fj^/  /^^r-  4  jhg  ^^^  Hopes  of  Glory,'  which  is  a  Con- 
^^  ^'  fideration  of  wonderful  Repute  in  the  World : 

Th<f 

<  Lucret.  lib.  iii.  v.  1 1 1,  1 12.         ^  Tufc.  Quaeft.  Kb.  i.  c.  16. 

^  Thefe  Words  are  taken  from  Senecah  Epiille  102,  where  he  fays  to 
lus  Friend,  that  he  took  Delight  in  his  Inquiry  into  the  Eternity  of  Souls  ; 
nay,  that  he  believed  it  by  an  eafy  Acquieicence  in  the  Opinions  of  the 
Great  Men»  who  gave  gcipater  Promii^s,  thvi  Pi;oof8  of  a  Thing  (0  ''Kirf 
acceptable. 
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The  other,  *  that  it  is  a  very  ufeful  Imprelfion,  as  Plafo 
<  fays,  that  Vices,  when  they  efcape  the  Dif-    ^^^  ptmified 
^  covery  and  Cognizance  of  Human  Juftice,    fy  tbiDpuim 
*  are  ftill  within  the  Reach  of  the  Divine,    7«^^  ^^r 
«  which   will  purfue  them  even  after  the   ^'^^' 
f  Death  of  the  Guilty.*     Man  is  exccffivcly  foUicitous  to 
prolong  his  Being,  and  has,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power, 
provided  for  it :  He  l^ys  his  Body  in  the  Earth  to  pre- 
serve it,  and  aims  at  Glory  to  perpetuate  his  Name  :  He 
has  employed  all  his  Thoughts  to  the  Rebuilding  of  him* 
felf  (uneafy  at  his  Fortune)  and  to  prop  himfelf  by  his 
Inventions.   The  Soul,  by  reafon  of  its  Anxiety  and  Fee- 
blenefs,  being  unable  to  ftand  by  itfelf,  wanders  up  an4 
down  to  feek  out  Comfort,  Hope,  and  Foundations,  and 
alien  Circumftances,  to  which  it  adheres  and  fixes :  And, 
how  light  or  fantaftic  foever  they  are,  relies  more  wil* 
lingly,  and  with  greater  Aflu  ranee  upon  them,  than  it* 
felf     But  *tis  wonderful  to  obferve,  how  fliort  the  moft 
obilinate  Maintainers  of  this  fo  jufl  and  clear  Perfuafioii 
of  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul  do  fall,  and  how  weak  their 
Arguments  are,  when  they  go  about  to  prove  it  by  hu- 
man Reafon.     Somnia  funt  non  docentis  fed  optantis  *",  fays 
one  of  the  Ancients  ^     By  this  Teftimony  Man  may 
know,  that  he  owes  the  Truth,  he  himfelf  finds  out,  to 
Fortune  and  Accident ;  fince  that  even  then,  when  it  i^ 
fallen  into  his  *Hand,  he  has  not  wherewith  to  grafp  and 
maintain  it,  and  his  Reafon  has  not  Force  to  avail  him- 
felf of  it.     All  Things  produced  by  Reafon  and  Suffici- 
ency, whether  true  or  falfe,  are  fubjed:  to  Uncertainty  and 
Controverfy.     'Twas  for  the  Chaftifement  of  our  Pride, 
and  to  convince   us  of  our  Mifery  and  Incapacity,  that 
God  caufed  the  Perplexity  and  Confufion  at  the  Tower  of 
,  Babel.     Whatever  we  undertake  without  his  Affiftance, 
whatever  we  fee  without  the  Lamp  of  his  Grace,  is  but 
Vanity  and  Folly.  We  corrupt  and  debafe  the  very  Ef- 
fence  of  Truth,  jvhich  is  uniform  and  conftant,  by  our 

X  2  Weak- 

k  Ck.  Acad.  lib.  iv.  c.  38. 

'  2.  e.  They  are  the  Dreams  of  a  Man,  who  vi^iihe^  that  Things  wert 
true,  which  he  takes  no  Pains  to  prove.  Cicero^  in  this  Paflage  has  his  Aim 
only  at  Democritusy  who,  by  fuppofing  a  Vacuum  and  Atoms  of  different 
kinds,  ridiculottily  prctend94  to  account  for  the  Formation  of  all  Things. 
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Wcakncfs^  when  Fortune  puts  it  into  our  Poflcffion-. 
What  Courfe  foever  Man  takes  of  himfelf,  God  jftili  per- 
mits it  to  end  m  the  &me  ConfuHon,  the  Image  whereof 
h«fo  lively  reprcicnts  to  us  in  thejuftCbaftifemcnt  where- 
with he  cruflied  NimroiTs  Prcfumption,  and  fruftrated 
the  vain  Attempt  of  his  Pyramid.  Perdam  fapientiam  fa- 
pientum,  it  frudentiam  prudemium  reprobo  "".  ^  I  will  de- 
ftroy  the  Wifdom  of  the  Wife,  and  will  bring  to  nothing 
the  Underftanding  of  the  Prudent/  The  Drvcrfity  ot 
Idoms  and  Languages  with  which  he  difturbed  this  Work, 
what  is  it  elfe  but  the  infkiite  and  perpetual  Altercation 
and  Difcordance  of  Opinions  and  Reafon^,  which  accom^ 
panies  and  confounds  the  vain  Building  of  Human  Wif* 
dom  ?  And  'tis  to  very  good  EfFeft,  that  it  dae»  (b. 
For  what  would  hold  us  if  we  had  but  one  Grain  of  Know^ 
ledge  ?  This  Saint  has  very  much  pleafed  me  by  £iying, 
fyfa  vtriMis  occultatig^  aut  hutnilitatis  e^ercitaiio  efl^  aui 
tlationis  attritio  ".  i.  c.  *  The  very  Concealment  of  the 
•  Truth  tends  tither  to  exercife  Man  to  Humility,  or  to 
mortify  his  Pride.'  To  what  a  Pitch  of  Prcfumption  and 
Infolence  do  we  carry  our  Blindnefs  and  FoUy  ? 

But  to  return  to  my  Subjcdk;  it  was  truly  very  good 
T//  iy  Rivf-  Reafon,  that  we  fhould  be  beholden  to  God 
laiion  nve  art  only,  and  to  the  Favour  of  his  Grace,  for  the 
fi  W'  Truth  of  fo  noble  a  Belief,  fince  from  his  fole 
tiJi^.  Bounty  we  receive  the  Fruit  of  Immortality, 

which  confifts  in  the  Enjoyment  of  eternal 
Beatitude^  Let  us  ingenuoufly  confefs,  that  God  alone 
has  didlated  it  to  us,  and  that  Faith  is  its  Bafis-  For  'tis 
no  Leflbn  of  Nature  and  our  own  Reafon.  And  whoever 
will  make  frefli  Trial  of  his  own  Being  and  Power,  both 
within  and  without,  without  this  Divine  Privilege:  Who- 
ever fliall  confider  Man  without  Flattery,  will  fee  no- 
thing in  him  of  Efficacy,  nor  Faculty,  that  reiiflies  of 
any  thing  but  Death  and  Earth.  The  more  we  give  and 
owe  and  render  to  God,  we  are  the  greater  Chriftians. 
That  which  this  Stoic  Philofopher  fays,  he  held  from  the 
fortuitous  Confent  of  the  popular  Voice ;  had  it  not  been 
better,  that  he  had  held  it  from  God?  Cum  de  animorum 

4etermtat€ 
•  I  Cor.  J.  19.         a  Angui&k  de  Civit.  Dei,  lib.  xi.  c.  22. 
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^ternitate  dijferimus^  non  leve  momentum  apud  ncs  babet  con- 
Jenfus  bominum^  aut^  timentium  inferti^  aut  cokntium.  Utor 
hac  publica  perfuaftone  •.  L  e.  When  we  difcourfe  of 
the  Soul's  Iminortalityt  the  Confent  of  Men,  that  either 
fear  or  adore  the  infernal  Power,  is  of  no  fmall  Moment 
CO  us.     I  make  ufe  of  this  public  Perfuafion. 

Njow  the  Weaknefs  of  Human  Reafoning,  upon  this 
Subjedi,  is  particularly  manifeft  by  the  fabu- 
lous Arguments  they  have  fuperadded  to  this    W^  confti-  , 
Opinion,  in  order  to  find  out  of  what  Con-    '^^^  tbeSouP$ 
dition  this  Immortality  of  ours  is.     Let  us   ^^^tllk^ 
omit  the  Stoics^  who  give  to  Souls  a  Life    'vera!  PhUo/o^ 
after  this  but  finite.     Ufuram  nobis  largiun-  pkern- 
fur  J  tanquam  cornicibus\  dik  manfuros  aiunf 
animos ;  fempet  negant  '.  i.  e.     They  give  us  a  long  Life, 
as  alfo  they  do  to  Crows;  they  fay  the  Soul  fhall  continue 
long ;   but  that  it  Ihall  exift  always,  they  deny.     The 
molt  univerfal  and  received  Fancy,  and  which  continues 
down  to  our  Times   (in  Perfia)  is  that,  of  which  they 
make  Pythagoras  the  Author  ;  not  that  he  was  the  origi- 
nal Inventor,  but  bccaufe  it  received  a  great  deal   of 
Weight  and  Repute  by  the  Authority  of  his  Approbation, 
viz.  *  That  Souls,  at  their  Departure  out  of  us,  did  no- 

*  thing  but  Ihift  from  one  Body  to  another^  from  a  Lion 
'  to  a  Horfe,  from  a  Horfe  to  a  King,  continually  travel- 

*  ling,  at  this  Rate,  from  one  Habitation  to  another/ 
And  he  himfelf  faid,  *  That  he  remembered  he  had  been 

*  •*  Atbalides^  then  Eupborbus^  and  afterwards  Hermotimus ; 

*  and  finally,  from  Pyrrhus,  was   paft  into  Pythagoras^ 

*  having  remembered  himfelf  Two  Hundred  and  fix 
Years.'  And  fome  have  added,  that  the  very  fame  Souls 
fometimes  remount  to  Heaven,  and  come  down  again. 

0  pater f  anne  aliquas  ad  Ccelum  bine  ireputandum  eft 
Sublimes  animas  iterumque  ad  tarda  reverti 
Corpora  ?  ^a  lucis  miferis  tarn  dira  cupido '  f 

X  3  ^'-  f* 

•  Seaec.  Epift.  117.  ?  Cic.  Tufc.  lib.  i,  c.  31. 

1  Diogenes  Laertius  in  tbc  JJkof  Pythaprasp  lib.  viii.  C  4*  5* 

^  Vir|;,  JSncii  lib.  vi.  V.  719,  Vc. 
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0  Father^  is  it  then  to  be  conceived. 
That  any  of  thefe  Spirits,  {6  fublime. 
Should  hence  to  the  Celeftial  Regions  climb^ 
And  thence  return  to  E^rth  to  re-afllim^ 
Their  fluggifh  Bodies  rotting  in  a  Tomb  ? 
For  wretched  Life,  whence  does  fuch  Fondnefs  come 

Origen  makes  them  eternally  to  go  and  come,  from  z, 
go^  to  a  worfe  Eftate.  The  Opinion  that  Varro  makes 
mention  of,  is,  that,  after  Four  Hundred  and  forty  Years 
Revolution,  they  are  re-united  to  their  firft  Bodies.  Cbty- 
fippus  held,  that  this  would  happen  after  a  certain  Space 
of  Time  not  known  nor  limited.  •  Plato  (who  profeflea 
to  have  embraced  this  Opinion  from  Pindar^  and  the  an-, 
cient  Poets)  thinking  Mt  is  to  undergo  infinite  Viciffitudes 

*  of  Mutation,  for  which  the  Soul  is  prepared,  having 
^  ^either  Punifhment  nor  Reward  in  the  otncr  World,  but 
^  what  is  Temporal,  as  its  Life  in  this  is  but  Tempo- 
^  fal,   concludes  that  it  has  a  fmgular  Knowledge  of  the 

<  A^airs  of  Heaven,  of  Hell,  and  of  the  World,  through 
^  all  which  it  has  pad,  repaft,  and  made  flay  in  its  feve* 

•  ral  Voyages  i  Matters  enough  for  its  Memory.*  O^- 
feroe  its  Progrefi  elfewhere :  '  The  Soul  that  has  lived  weH 

«  is  reunited  to  the  Star,  to  which  it  is  afligned :    That 

<  which  ha?  Jived  ill  itemoves  into  a  Woman,  and,if  itdoi 
^  not  then  Jbfbrm,  is  again  metamqrphofed  into  a  Beaft 
«  of  a  Condition  fuitable  to  its  vicious  Manners,  and  ihall 
^  fee  no  End  of  its  Punifhments,  till  it  be  returned  to  its 
^  native  Conftitution,  and  has  by  the  Force  of  Reafon 

*  purged  itfelf  from  thofe  grpfs,  ftupid,  and  elemenury 

<  Qualities  it  was  ppflcfled  with.*  But  I  will  not  omit  the 
Objedtion  the  Epicureans  make  againft  this  Tranfmigra- 
tion  from  one  Body  to  another,  and  a  pleafant  one  it  is. 
They  afk,  '  What  flipuld  be  done,  if  the  Number  of  the 

*  Dying  Ihould  chance  tp  be  greater,  than  that  of  thofe 

*  who  are  coming  into  the  World  ?  For  the  Souls,  turned 

*  out  of  their  old  Habitation,  would  tread  on  one  another,^ 

1  ftriving  firft  to  get  Poffeffion  of  the  ne^  Lodging.*  Jnd 

•  I^  Menonc,  p.  i6, 17. 
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Sbey  farther  demtrnd^  *  How  they  (hall  pafs  awky  theif 
'  Tittle^  MrUlft  tiraiting  till  the  new  Quarters  ^ttt  made 

*  readjr  for  them  ?   Ofi  on  the  contrary,  if  more  Ani- 

*  ihalsfhttuld  be  borti  than  die,  the  Body,  they  fay ^  would 
^  be  btit  in  an  ill  Condition,  whilft  in  expfedatlon  of  a 
^  Soul  to  be  infufed  into  it ;  and  it  would  fall  out,  that 
^  fomc  Bodies  would  die,  before  they  had  been  alitc/ 

penique  connubia  *adveneris^  partufque  ferarum^ 
Ejfe  animas  pr^o  dtridiculUm  effevidetur^ 
Mi  fpe^are  imnkfr tales  mortaUa  fnemhra 
Inniimero  numero^  certareque  prapraperanter 
inter  fe^  qua  prima  pctiffimaque  iff/inuetur  '• 

/•  es 

*Tis  fbrtd  to  think  that  whilft  wild  Beafts  bcget^ 
Or  bcfar  their  Youftg,  a  Thou&rid  Sbtils  do  wait, 
Expeft  the  filling  Body,  fight  and  ftrive 
Which  firft  ftiall  enter  in  and  make  it  live. 

Others  havfe  flopped  the  Soul  in  the  Body  of  the  £)c- 
ceaiied^  with  it  to  animate  Serpents,  Worms,  and  other 
Vcrrfiin,  which  are  faid  to  be  bred  out  of  the  Corruption  of 
our  Members,  and  even  out  of  our  A0ies  ;  others  divide 
the  Soul  into  two  Parts^  the  one  Mortal,  the  other  Im* 
mortal.     Others  make  it  Corporeal,  and  neverthelefi  Im- 
mortal.    Some  make  it  Immortal  without  Science  or 
Kndwledge.     And  there  are  even  fome  of  *  us  who  ha  vc 
believed,  that  Devils  were  formed  of  the  Souls  of  the 
Damned  y  and  Plutareb  thinks  that  Gods  were  made  of 
thofe  that  wci-e  fatved.     For  there  are  few  Things  which 
that  Author  is  fo  pofltive  in^  as  he  is  in  this  ;  maintain- 
Jng  elfevtrhere  a  doubtful  and  ambiguous  Way  of  Expref- 
fion.    *  We  are  to  hold,  fays  bey  and  ftedfaftly  to  believe, 
^  that  the  Souls  of  virtuous  Men,  both  according  to  Na- 
«  ture  and  the  Divine  Juftice,  become  Saints,  and  from 
^  Saints,  D^y-Gods,  and  from  Demy- Gods,  after  they 

*  are  perfeftlyj  as  in  Sacrifices  of  Purgation,  cleanfed  and' 

*  purified,  being  delivered  from  all  Paflibility,   and  alj 
^  Mortality,  they  become  not  by  any  civil  Decree,  but 

X  4  *  in 
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^  IQ  real  Truth,  and  according  to  all  Probability  of  Rea- 
*  fon,  intirc  apd  pcrfeft  Gods,  in  receiving  a  mod  happy 
^  and  glorious  End.*  But  whoever  defires  to  fee  him,  the 
Man,  I  fay,  who  is  yet  the  moft  Sober  and  Moderate  of 
the  whole  Tribe  of  Philofophers,  lay  about  him  with 
greater  Boldnefs,  and  relate  his  Miracles  upon  this  Sub- 
jeft,  I  refer  him  to  this  Treatife  of  the  Moon,  and  his  Dae- 
mon of  5(?fr^/^J,  where  he  may,  more  evidently  than  in  any 
other  Place  whatever,  fatisfy  himfelf,  that  the  Myfterics 
of  Philofophy  have  many  ilrange  Things  in  common  with 
thofe  of  Poefy  5  the  Human  Underftanding  lofing  itfelf, 
in  attempting  tp  found  and  fearch  all  Things  to  the  Bot- 
tom :  Even  as  we,  tired  and  worn  out  with  a  long  Courle 
of  Life,  relapfe  into  Infancy.  Thus  much  for  the  fine 
and  certain  Inftru6kions,  which  we  extraft  from  human 

Science  concerning  the  Soul.  Neither  is 
Variety  of  O-  there  lefe  Temerity  in  what  it  teaches,  us 
^Stfilat  touching  our  corporeal  Parts.  Let  us  finglc 
I'wiuces  the  out  onc  or  two  Examples ;  for  otherwife  we 
Human  Body,      fhould  lofe  ourfelves  in  this  vaft  and  troubled 

Ocean  of  medicinal  Errors.  We  would  firft 
Icnow,  whether,  at  lead,  they  agree  about  the  Mat- 
ter, whereof  Men  produce  one  another.  For,  as  to 
their  firft  Produdion,  it  is  no  Wonder,  if,  in  a  Thing 
fo  fublime,  and  (b  long  fince  paft,  human  Underftanding 
finds  itfelf  puzzled  and  diftraded.  Arcbelaus  the  Natu- 
ralift,  whofe  Difciple  and  Favourite  Socratesv^^js,^  according 
to  Arijioxenus^  faid,  *  That "  both  Men  and  Beafts  were 

*  made  of  a  lafteous  Slime,  produced  by  the  Heat  of  the 

*  -Earth.'  Pythagoras  fays,  *  Tliat  '^  our  Seed  is  the  Froth 
^  or  Cream  of  our  better  Blood.'     Plato^  *  That  it  is  the 

*  Diftillation  of  the  *  Marrow  of  the  Back-Bone-,'  and  be 
raifes  his  Arguments  from  this^  *  That  that  Part  is  firft  fen- 

<  fible  of  Laflitude  in  the  Aft.'    Alcmeon^  *  That  it  is  ^ 

<  Part  of  the  Subftance  of  the  Brain  \  and  that  it  is  fo, 

*  fays  he^  appears  from  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Eyes,  in  thofe 

*  who  are  overmuch  addided  to  that  Exercife.*     Demo- 
critusj  •  That  it  is  '^  a  Subftance  extrafted  from  the  who|e 

^  Mafs 

w  Diogenes  Laertius  in  the  Life  oi  Arcbelaus ^  lib.  ii.  left.  17, 
^  Plutarch,  de  Placitis  Philofophonuxiy  lib.  v.  c.  3. 
*  Idem,  ibid,         y  Idem,  u)id.         *  Idem,  ibid. 


Ch.XIL  j4nJ[pology for Ksdtnonddp^thonde.     313 

*  Mafs  of  the  Body>    Epicurus j  *  That  it  is  extraded 

*  from  *  Soul  and  Body/     Ariftotle^  *  That  it  is  an  Ex- 

*  crcmcnt  **  drawn  from  the  Alinient  of  the  laft  Blood, 

*  which  i3  difFufed  in  our  Members/     Others,  *  That  it 

*  confifts  of  the  Blood  concoded  and  digcfted  by  the 

*  Heat  of  the  Genitals  ;*  which  they  judge  to  be  fo^  by 
reafon  that,  in  exceflive  Efforts,  a  Man  voids  pure  florid 
Blood  ;  wherein  there  feems  to  be  the  more  Likelihood, 
could  any  Likelihood  be  deduced  from  fo  infinite  a  Con* 
fufion. 

Now,  to  bring  this  Seed  to  operate,  how  many  contra* 
ry  Opinions  do  they  fet  on  Foot  ?  Ariftoile  ^y  ^hat 
and  Democritus  '  are  of  Opinion,  *  that  Wo-    Means  the  SenL 

*  men  have  no  Sperm,  and  that  *tis  nothing    ^cmesprdi- 

*  but  a  Sweat  which  the  Heat  of  Pleafure  ^' 

'  and  Motion  draws  from  them,  that  contributes  nothing 
^  at  all  to  Generation.'  Gakttj  on  the  contrary,  and  his 
Followers,  believe,  *  that,  without  the  Concurrence  of 

*  Seeds,  there  can  be  no  Generation.' 

Here  are  the  Phyficians,  the  Philofophers,  the  Law* 
yers,  and  Divines,  together  by  the  Ears,  with  7-^  ^  ^^ 
our  Wives,  ^bout  the  Difpute,  upon  what  men's  Preffum- 
Terms  Women  bear  their  Fruit :  And  I,  for  9  tndetermin-^ 
my  Part,  by  what  I  know  myfelf,  fecond  '' 
thofe  of  them  that  maintain  a  Woman  goes  eleven  Months 
with  Child.  The  World  is  built  upon  this  Experience  ; 
there  is  not  fo  defpicable  a  Wife  that  cannot  give  her. 
Judgment  in  all  thefe  Controverfies,  and  yet  we  cannot 
agree.  This  is  enough  to  prove,  that  Man  is  no  better 
inflruded  in  the  Knowledge  of  himfelf,  in  his  corporeal, 
than  in  his  fpiritual  Part.  We  have  propofcd  himfelf  to 
himfelf,  and  his  Reafon  to  his  Reafon,  to  fee  what  it 
would  fay ;  and,  I  think,  I  have  Efficiently  demonflrated 
how  little  it  underftands  itfelf  in  itfelf :  And  he  who  un- 
derftands  not  himfelf  in  himfelf,  in  what  can  he  poflibly 
underftand  himfelf  ?   ^  S^uafi  verb  menfuram  ullius  rei  fojfit 

•  Plutarch,  de  Placitis  Philofophorum,  lib.  v.  c.  «.         ^  Idem,  ibid. 
«  Plutarch  adds  Zeno  to  Arifiotle^  and  fays  cxprcfsly,  that  Democritus  be-  v 
lieved  that  the  Females  fhcd  their  Seed.  De  Placitis  Pbilo/ofbmimy  b*b.  v.  c.  5. 
^  Plin.  N^t.  Hiiit  lib.  ii.  c.  1. 

agere^ 
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itgirt^  ^ijki  hefciit,    *  As  if  he  cdtild  underftand  thfe 
•  Mdafure  of  any  other  Thing,  that  knows  not  his  own/ 
Ih  Eafneft,  Protagoras  told  us  a  pretty  Fkirt,  ih  makint 
Man  the  Meidiire  of  all  Things,  Who  hever  knew  fo  mdcl 
is  his  onfn  * :  If  it  be  not  be,  his  Dignity  will  not  per- 
jnlt^  that  any  other  Creature  fhould  have  this  Advantage  ; 
l^^oWi  hfe  being  fo  contrary  in  hifnfelf^  and  dnejudg- 
merit  fo  inceflkntly  fubvcrting  another,  this  favourable 
FWpofition  was  but  a  Mockery,  which  induced  lis  hecef^ 
farily  to  conclude  the  Nothingnefs  of  the  Meafure  and  the 
Meaftirer,     When  Shales  reputes  the  Knowledge  of  Man 
very  difficult  for  Man  to  attain  to^  he  gives  hifti  to  uri* 
idefftaiid,  that  it  was  innpollible  for  hirh  td  know  any 
Thihg  elft.  You,  for  whom  I  have  taken  the  Painsy  con- 
trary to  my  Cuftom,  to  write  fo  long  a  bifcourfe,  will  not 
refufe  to  maintain  your  Sebonde^  by  the  ordinary  Forms  of 
;lrguing,  wherewith  you  are  every  Day  inftrufted,  and  iri 
this  wiil  excrcife  both  your  Wit  and  Study  :   For  this  lafl 
Kule,  in  Fencing,  is  never  to  be  made  ufe  of,  but  as  ail 
extreme  Remedy.     'Tis  a  defperate  Thruft,  '\Vherein  you 
arc  to  quit  your  own  Arms,  to  make  your  Advetfary  a* 
bandon  his ;  and   a  fecret  Sleight^  which  muft  be  very 
rittXy  and  cautiouQy  put  in  Practice,     *Tis  great  Teme- 
rity to  ruin  yourfelf,  that  you  may  deftroy  ark)ther ;  yoii 
muft  not  venture  your  Life,  to  be  revenged,  as  Gohrias 
did  :    For,  being  in  clofe  Combat  with  a  Lord  of  Perjia^ 
Partus  coming  in  with  his  Sword  in  his  Hand,  and  fear- 
ing to  ftril;e  left  he  ftiould  wound  Gobrias ;   he  called  out 
fo  nim  boldly  to  fall  on,  though  he  ihould  rUn  them  both 
through  at  oncri.     I  have  known  the  Arnis  and  defpefate 
Conditions  of  fingle  Combat,  wherein  he,  that  offere4 
them,  put  himfelf  and  his  Adverfary  upon  Terms  of  in- 
pvitable  Death  to  them  both,  cenfured  for  unjuft.     The 
Portuguefe^  in  the  Indian  Sea,  took  certain  Turk$  PriforiT 
prs,  who,  impatient  of  jheir  Captivity,  refolyed  to  blotv 
up  the  Ship,  with  themfelves  and  Company ;  which  they 
did  accordingly,  by  ilriking  the  Nails  of  the  Ship  one  a- 
jgainft  another,  and  making  a  Spark  to  fall  into  the  Bar-^ 
rels  of  Powder  th^t  were  fet  in  the  Place,  where  they  were. 

gyard^4, 
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gidztdtd.  W^  haVe  here  touched  the  dtmofl:  Limits  of  the 
Sciences,  wherein  the  Extremity  is  vicious,  as  in  Virtue : 
Keep  yourfdves  in  the  comttiofi  Road  y  it  is  not  good 
tohkfo  fubtle  ahd  dunning :  ReMember  the  Tufcan  Fro* 
Vfttb. 

Chi  troppo  s^ajbtiiglia^  ft  fcavizza  ^ 

/.  e. 

He  that  fpins  his  Thread  too  fine,  will  break  it. 

1  advife  you,  in  all  your  Opinions  and  Difcouries,  as 
well  as  iii  your  Manners,  and  all  other  Things,  to  keep 
yduffelf  in  Moderation  and  Temperance,  and  to  avoid 
Novelty.  I  am  an  Enemy  to  all  extravagant  Ways  : 
You,  who  by  the  Authority  you  derive  from  your  Gran- 
dfcur,  and  yet  more  by  the  Advantages  which  thofe  Qua- 
lities give  you  that  are  moft  your  own,  can,  with  a  Beck- 
Gfh,  command  whom  you  pleafe,  ought  to  have  given  this 
Caution  to  fome  Profeflbr  of  Letters,  who  might  have 
proved  and  illuftrated  thefe  Things  to  you  in  quite  ano- 
ther manner :  But  here  is  as  much  as  you  will  ftand  in 
Need  of. 

Epicurus  faid  of  the  Laws,  *  that  the  worft  were  fo  nc-^ 

*  ceffarv  for  us,  that,  without  them.  Men    q-heNecefflty 

*  would  devour  one  another.*  And  Plato  of  Laws  to 
proves,  *  that,  without  Laws,  we  Ihould  live  W  ^^  <» 
MikeBeafts.'    Our  Wit  is  a  rambling,  dan-    ^'■^'^• 

ferous,  and  rafh  Tool  \  it  is  hard  to  affix  any  Rule  or 
/leafure  to  it :  As  for  the  Men  of  my  Time,  we  fee  thw 
almpft  all  who  are  endued  with  any  rare  Excellence  above 
others,  and  any  extraordinary  Vivacity,  lafh  out  into  ^ 
Licentioufnefs  of  Opinions  and  Manners  ;  and  'tis  a  Mi- 
racle to  find  one  that  is  Sober  and  Sociable.  'Tis  right 
to  confine  human  Wit  within  the  ftrifteft  Limits  pofllble, 
Jn  Study,  as  in  all  the  reft,  its  Advances  ought  to  be 
numbered  and  fixed,  and  the  Limits  of  its  Inquiry  to  be 
artfully  marked.  It  is  curbed  and  fettered  by  Religions^ 
Laws,  and  Cufloms,  by  Science,  Precepts,  Punifhments 
^nd  Rewards,  mortal  and  immortal ;  and  yet  we  fee,  that^ 
by  its  Vol^bility  and  DifTolutenefs,  it  cfcapcs  from  all 
'•    •  thcfc 

^  ProYflffb, 
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thefe  Bounds*  'Tis  a  thin  Body»  which  has  nothing  to 
hold  or  handle  it  by  ^  a  various  and  fhapelefs  Body»  inca- 
pable of  being  either  tied  or  touched.  In  Earneft,  there 
sre  few  Souls  fo  regular,  firm,  and  well-bred^  as  to  be 
trnfted  with  their  own  Condud  ;  and  that  can,  with  Mo- 
deration, ^nd  without  Temerity,  fail  in  the  Liberty  of 
cheir  own  Judgments,  beyond  the  common  Opinions. 
^Tts  more  expedient  to  put  them  under  Guardianfhip : 
"Wit  is  a  dangerous  Weapon,  even  to  the  Pofleflbr^  if  he 
knows  not  how  to  ufe  it  difcreetly  ;  and  there  is  not  a 
B^aft,  for  which  a  Head-board  is  more  neceflary,  to  keep 
his  Looks  down,  and  before  his  Feet,  and  to  Under  him 
from  wandering,  here  and  there,  out  of  the  Tracks,'  which 
Cuftom  and  the  Laws  have  made  for  him.  Therefore  it 
will  much  better  become  you  to  keep  vourfelf  in  the  beatCQ 
Path,  let  it  be  what  it  will,  than  to  take  a  Flight  with  fuch 
unbridled  Licenfe.  But  if  any  of  thefe  new  Doctors  wiH 
pretend  to  be  Ingenious  in  your  Prefcnce,  at  the  Expencc 
both  of  your  Soul  and  his  own  ;  in  order  to  be  fafe  fron) 
this  dangerous  Plague,  which  fprcads  daily  in  your  Way, 
this  Prefervativc,  in  the  extremeft  Neceflity,  will  prevent 
the  Contagion  of  this  Poilbn  from  hurting  cither  you  or 
your  Company* 

The  Liberty,  therefore,  and  Gaiety  of  the  ancient  Wits, 
Kr  Sc'  produced  in   Philofophy,    and  the   human 

aren^Tefia-  Scicnccs,  feveral  Scfts  of  different  Opinions, 
hUjhedbyth  cvcry  onc  undertaking  to  judge  and  make 
CvDil  Autbo-  Choice  of  his  Party.  But  now  that  Men  go 
^^'  all  one  Way :  ^  ^i  certis  quihufdam  dejiinatif- 

que  fentmtiis  addiSii  et  confecratifunt^  ut  etiamy  qua  non  pro- 
banty  cogantur  defendere :  *  Who  are  fo  devoted  to  certain 
•  determined  Articles  of  Belief,  that  they  are  bound  to 
«  defend  even  thofe  they  do  not  approve : '  And  now  that 
we  receive  the  Arts  by  Civil  Authority  and  Decree,  info- 
much  that  the  Schools  have  but  one  Pattern,  and  a  like 
circumfcribed  Inftitution  and  Difcipline,  we  no  more  take 
Notice  what  the  Coin  weighs,  and  is  worth,  but  every  one, 
in  his  Turn,  receives  it  according  to  the  Eftimate  that  the 
common  Approbation  and  Currency  puts  upon  it :  The 

Alloy 

I  Cic»  Tufc,  Qusefl,  lib.  ii.  c.  ?. 
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Alloy  is  not  diiputed,  but  how  much  it  goes  for  ;  and,  ia 
Hke  manner,  all  Things  are  at  Par.    We  take  Phytic  as 
Vft  do  Geometry  ;  and  Tricks  of  Hocus  Pocus,  Inchant- 
ments,  the  League  and  Corre^ndence  with  the  Souls  of 
the  Dead,  Prognpftications,  Domificarions,  and  fo  much 
as  the  ridiculous  Purfuit  of  the  Philofophers  Stone,  all  pafi 
current,  without  Scruple.   We  need  to  know  no  more,  but 
chat  ikfor/s  Houfe  is  in  the  middle  of  the  Triangle  of  the 
Hand,  that  of  Ftnus  in  the  Thumb,  and  that  of  Mercury 
in  the  little  Finger ;  that,  when  the  Table  Line  cuts  the 
Tubercle  or  Ball  of  the  Fore  Finger,  'tis  a 
Sign  of  Cruelty  ;  that  when  it  falls  fhort  of  ^f  'f^"^ 
the  Middle  Finger,   and  the  natural  Median 
Line  makes  an  Angle  with  the  Line  of  Life,  in  the  fame 
Side,  *tis  a  Sign  or  a  miferable  Death  ;    that 
if,  in  a  Woman,  the  natural  Line  be  open,    ]£^^ 
and  does  not  clofe  the  Angle  with  the  Vitaf, 
it  denotes  that  (he  will  not  be  very  Chaftc.     I    A^  Unchajfiti. 
leave  you  to  judge,  whether  a  Man  thus  qua- 
lified,  may  not  pafs,  with  Reputation  and  Favour,  in  all 
Companies. 
Theopbrajius  faid,  *  that  human  Knowledge,  guided  by 

*  the  Senfes,  might  judge  of  the  Caufcs  of  ^^  g^^^  ^ 

*  Things  to  a  certain  Degree  •,  but  that,  when    Human  Kngw 

*  arrived  to  the  firft  and  extreme  Caufes,   it   ^^g^ 

*  muft  ftop  Ihort  and  retire,  by  reafon  cither  of  its  own 

*  Infirmity,  or  the  Difficulty  of  Things.*  'Tis  a  mode- 
rate and  gentle  Opinion,  that  our  own  Underftandings 
may  conduft  us  to  the  Knowledge  of  fome  Things,  and 
that  it  has  certain  Meafures  of  Power,  beyond  which,  *tis 
Rafhnefs  to  imploy  it.  This  Opinion  is  plaufiWc,  and  in- 
troduced by  Men  of  well-compofed  Minds  ;  but  *tis  hard 
to  limit  our  Wit,  'tis  curious  and  greedy,  and  will  no 
more  ftop  at  a  thoufand,  than  at  fifty  Paces :  Having 
mylclf  experimentally  found,  that  the  Thing  wherein  one 
has  failed,  the  other  has  hit,  and  that  what  was  unknown  to 
one  Age,  the  Age  following  has  explained  ;  and  that  the 
Arts  and  Sciences  are  not  caft  in  a  Mould,  but  are  formed 
and  perfedbed  by  Degrees,  by  often  handling  and  poKfh- 
ing,  as  Bears  leifurely  lick  their  Cubs  into  Shape :  What 

3  I  have 
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1  have  not  Strength  to  difgover,  I  do  not  yet  defift  to 
found  and  try  it,  but  by  handling  and  kneading  this  nei^ 
Matter  over  again,  and  by  turning  and  heatin]^  it,  I  pave 
the  Way  for  him  that  (hall  fucceed  me,  to  enjoy  it  more 
at  his  Eafe,  and  render  it  more  manageable  and  fupplf 
for  him. 

-  .  I  «/  Hymettia  file 

Cera  rmoUefcii^  traSiataque  pollice  muUas 

Vertitur  in  fades  ^  ipfique  Jit  utitis  ufu^. 

i.  e. 

As  Wax  does  fofter  in  the  Sun  become, 
And,  tempered  'twixt  the  Finger  and  the  Thumb, 
Will  various  Forms,  and  {ev'ral  Shapes  admit. 
Till  for  the  prcfent  Ufe  'tb  rendered  fit. 

As  much  will  the  fecond  do  to  the  third,  which  is  the  Caufe 
that  the  Difficulty  ought  not  to  make  me  defpair,  and 
my  own  Imbecillity,  as  little  5  for  'tis  No- body's  but  my 
rbe  Human  own.  Man  i9  Capable  of  all  Things,  as  well 
VndtrfianMng  as  of  fpnie  :  *  And  if  he  confcfles,  as  ^hea^^ 
^^tiii  t  *  pbrajius  fays,  the  Ignorance  of  firft  Cauies 
tlJ^ZldeJ  *  ^^^  Principles,  let  him  furrender  to  me  all 
Knowledge  of  *  thc  reft  of  his  Knowledge  :  *  If  he  is  de- 
7hiugs.  feftive  in  Foundation,  his  Reafon  is  on  the 

Ground  :  Difputation  and  Inquifition  have  no  other  Aim 
nor  Stay  but  Principles  *,  if  this  do  not  (top  his  Career,  he 
wavers  ad  infinitum.  ^  Non  poteft  aliud  alio  magis  minufve 
€omprebendi^  quoniam  otmium  rerum  una  eft  definitio  campri- 
bendendi.  One  Thing  can  no  more  nor  lefs  be  compre-p 
handed  than  another,  becaufe  the  Rule  of  comprehending 
all  Things  is  one  and  the  fame.  Now,  'tis  very  likely, 
that,  if  the  Soul  knew  any  Thing,  it  would,  in  the  firil 
iPlace,  know  itfelf ;  and,  if  it  knew  any  Thing  out  of  itfelf, 
it  would  be  its  own  Body  and  Cafe,  before  any  Thing  clfe. 
If  we  fee  the  Gods  of  Phyfic,  to  this  very  Day,  debating 
about  our  Anatomy, 

"^^^Mulciber  in  Trojam^  pro  l^roja  fiabat  Apollo  ^ : 

i,  e. 

•*  Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  x.  Fab.  8.  v.  42.. 
*  Cic.  Acad.  Quaeft.  lib.  iv.  c.  41. 
•  k  Ovid,  trift.  Ub.  i.  El.  2.  V.  5. 
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I.  ^. 

Vulcan  ^gainft,  for  Troy  Apollo  ftocx}. 

when  are  we  to  expe(5t,  that  they  will  be  agreed  ?   We 
are  nearer  Neighbours  to  ourfelves,  than  the  Whitenejf^ 
of  Snow,  or  the  Weight  of  Stone,  are  to  us.     If  Maa 
does  not  know  himfelf,  how  fhould  he  know  his  Forces 
and  Fun^ons  ?    No  queftion  that  we  have  foipe  tfuq 
Knowledge  in  us,  but  'cis  by  Chance  ;  and  forafn^uch  a^ 
Errors  are  received  into  our  Soul  the  fame  Way,  after 
the  fame  Manner,  and  by  the  fame  Condud,  it  has  not 
wherewithal  to  diftinguifh  them,  nor  to  chufe  the  Truth 
from  Falfhood.     The  Academics  admitted  ^    ^»^  ^  .  . 
certain  Inclination  of  Judgment,  and  thought   ^^  a^^^iI^ 
it  too  crude  to  fay,  that  it  was  not  more  like-    not  fa  e^j^  f 
ly,  that  Snow  was  white,  than  bjack ;  and    ^  defridtd^ 
tljat  we  were  not  more  aflured  of  the  Motion   ^^^^^ 
^  ^  Stone,  thrown  by  the  Hand,  than  that  ° 

qir  the  eighth  Sphere.  And  to  avoid  this  DiiHculty  a;>4 
Str^ngenefs,  that  cannot,  in  Truth,  eafily  lodge  in  ogr 
imagination  -,  though  they  did  conclude,  that  we  were^ 
in  no  fort,  capable  of  Knowledge,  j^nd  that  Truth  is  in^ 
guiphed  in  fp  profound  an  Aby^,  as  is  not  to  be  pene* 
trated  by  human  Sight :  Yet  did  they  acknowledge  fome 
Things  to  be  more  likely  than  others,  and  received  intp 
thdr  Judgment  this  Faculty,  that  they  had  a  Power  to  in- 
f  lifie  to  one  Appearance  more  than  another :  They  allow*^ 
ed  it  this  Propenfion,  but  interdicted  all  Refolutiqn. 
The  Pyrrhonijls  Opinion  is  more  folid,  and  alfb  more  Jilce- 
\y  :  For  this  Acadmic  Inclination,  and  this  Propenfion  tQ 
9nc  Proportion  rather  than  another,  what  is  it  but  an  Ac* 
^nowledgment  of  fome  more  apparent  Truth  in  this,  tb^n 
\fi  that  ?  If  our  Underftanding  be  capable  of  the  Forrn^ 
Lineaments,  Comportment,  and  Face  of  Truth,  it  njighi 
^  well  fee  it  entire,  as  by  halves,  in  its  Birth  and  loiperr 
fedtion.  This  Appearance  of  Likelihood,  which  mai;e$ 
them  rather  incline  to  the  Left  than  to  the  Right,  aug** 
ments  it  :  Multiply  this  Ounce  of  Verifimilitude,  thap 
turns  the  Scales  to  a  hundred,  to  a  thoufand  Ounces,  \\, 
will  happen,  in  the  £nd>  that  the  Balance  will,  itielif,  end 
3  the 
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the  Controvcrfy,  and  determine  one  Choice,  and  one  en- 
tire Truth.     But  how  do  they  fufFer  themfelves  to  incline 
to  Verifimilitude,  if  they  know  not  the  Truth  ?    How 
fliould  they  know  the  Probability  of  that,  whereof  they  do 
not  know  the  Effence  :   Either  we  can  abfolutely  judge, 
or  abfolutely  we  cannot.     If  our  intelleftual  and  fenfible 
Faculties  are  without  Footing  or  Foundation ;  if  they 
only  waver  and  totter,  *tis  to  no  Purpofe  that  we  fufFer 
our  Judgment  to  be  carried  away  with  any  Thing  of  their 
Operation,  what  Appearance  foever  it  may  feem  to  prc- 
fent  us  :  And  the  fureft  and  moft  happy  Seat  of  our  Un- 
derftanding  would  be  that,  where  it  kept  itfelf  ferene,  up- 
right, and  inflexible,  without  tottering,  and  without  Agi- 
tation.    Inter  vifa^  vera^  ant  falfuj  ad  animi  ajfenfum^  nihil 
intereft  ^     Amongft  Things  that  are  feen,  whether  true 
or  falfe,  it  fignities  nothing  to  the  AflTent  of  the  Mind. 
That  Things  do  not  lodge  in  us  in  their  Form  and  Ef- 
fence, and  do  not  there  make  their  Entry  by  their  own 
Force  and  Authority,  we  plainly  fee  :  Becaufe,  if  it  were 
fo,  we  (hould  receive  them  after  the  fame  manner  :  Wine 
would  have  the  fame  Relifh  with  the  fick,  as  with  the 
healthful :  He  who  has  his  Finger  chapped  or  benumbed, 
would  find  the  fame  Hardnefs  in  Wood  or  Iron,  which  he 
handles,  that  another  does.    Strange  Subjects  then  furrtn- 
der  themfelves  to  our  Mercy,  and  are  feated  in  us  as  we 
pleafe  :  Now  if,  on  our  Parr,  we  did  receive  any  Thing 
without  Alteration,  if  human  Grafp  were  capable  and 
ftrong  enough  to  feize  on  Truth  by  our  own  Means,  thcfc 
Means  being  common  to  all  Men,  this  Truth  would  be 
conveyed  from  Hand  to  Hand,  from  one  to  another; 
and,  at  leaft,  there  would  be  fome  one  Thing  to  be  found 
in  the  World,  amongft  fo  many  as  there  are,  that  would 
be  believed,  by  Men,  with  an  univerfal  Confent.    But,  as 
there  is  no  one  Propofition,  that  is  not  debated  and  con- 
troverted amongft  us,  or  that  may  not  be,  this  makes  it 
very  manifeft,  that  our  Natural  Judgment  does  not,  very 
clearly,  difcern  what  it  embraces  :  For  my  Judgment  can- 
not make  my  Companion  approve  of  what  it  approves  ; 
which  is  a  Sign  that  I  feized  it  by  fome  other  Means,  than 

'  Cic.  Acad.  lib.  i\\  c.  28, 
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by  a  Natural  Power  that  is  in  me,  and  in  all  other  Men, 
Let  us  lay  afide  this  infinite  Confufion  of  Opinions,  which 
we  fee  even  amongft  the  Philofophers  themfelves,  and  this 
perpetual  and  univerfal  Difpute  about  the  Knowledge,  of 
Things  :  For  this  is  truly  prefuppofed,  that  Men,  I  mean, 
the  moft  knowing,  the  beft  bred,  and  of  the.  beft  Parts, 
are  not  agreed  about  any  one  Thing  :  Not  that  Heaven  is 
over  our  Heads  ;  for  they  who  doubt  of  every  Thing,  do 
alfo  doubt  of  that ;  and  they  who  deny  that  we  are  able 
to  comprehend  any  Thing,  fay,  that  we  have  not  com* 
prehended,  that  the  Heaven  is  over  our  Heads  ;  and  thefe 
two  Opinions  are,  without  Comparifon,  the  ftrongeft  in 
Number.  Befides,  this  infinite  Diverfity  and  <rheVnceriain' 
Divifion,  thro*  the  Trouble  which  our  Judg-  ty  which  e^very 
ment  gives  ourfclves,  and  the  Uncertainty  onem^per^ 
that  every  one  finds  in  himfelf,  'tis  eafy  to  ^^'^^i?^" 
perceive  that  its  Seat  is  very  unliable.  How  ^.  /? .  : 
varioufly  do  we  judge  of  Things  ?  How  of- 
ten do  we  alter  our  Opinions  ?  What  I  hold  and  believe 
•to-day,  I  hold  and  believe  with  my  whole  Belief :  All  my. 
Inflruments  and  Engines  take  fad  hold  of  this  Opinion,'  and 
become  refponfible  to  me  for  it,  as  much  as  in  them  lies  ; 
I  could  not  embrace  nor  preferve  any  Truth  with  grcatcc 
Aflurance,  than  I  do  this.  I  am  wholly  and  intirely  pof- 
ieifed  with  it :  But  has  it  not  befallen  me  not  only  once» 
but  a  hundred,  nay,  a  thoufand  times,  and  every  Day  to 
have  embraced  fome  other  Notion  with  dl  the  fame  In- 
ftruments,  and  in  the  fame  Condition,  which  I  have  af- 
terwards judged  to  be  falfe  ?  A  Man  muft,  at  leaft,"  be-* 
come  wife  at  his  own  Expence.  If  I  have  often  found 
myfelf  betrayed  under  this  Colour ;  if  my  Touch  prove 
ordinarily  falfe,  and  my  Balance  unequal  and  unjuft,  wJbat 
Aflu  ranee  can  I  now  have  more,  than  at  other  times  ?  Is 
k  not  Stupidity  and  Madnefs  to  fufib*  myfelf  to  be  fo-x)f-> 
ten  deceived  by  my  Guide  ?  Neverthelcfs,  let  Fortune-ircr; 
move  us  five  hundred  times  from  Place  to  Place  •,  let  her 
do  nothing  but  incefiantly  empty  and  fill  into  our  Biilief, 
as  into  a  Veflel,  various  other  Opinions;,  yet  ftill  the  pre-^ 
fent  and  the  laft  is  the  certain  and  infallible  ;  for  tills  We. 
muft  abandon  Goods,  Honour,  Life,  Health,  and  all. 
Vol.  IL  iT  < pojle- 
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.^— pofterior  res  iUe  reperta 

Pirdii^  it  inmutat  ftnfus  adpriftina  qu^eque "". 

i.  e. 

The  laft  Things  we  find  out  are  always  bed. 
And  make  us  co  difrelilh  all  the  reft. 

Whatever  is  preached  to  us»  and  whatever  we  learn,'  we 
fliould  ftill  remember,  that  it  is  Man  that  gives,  and  Man 
that  receives  ;  'tis  a  mortal  Hand  that  prefents  it  to  us, 
'eis  a  mortal  Hand  that  accepts  it.  The  Things  that 
come  to  us  from  Heaven,  have  the  fole  Right  and  Autho>» 
rity  of  Perfuafion,  they  only  have  the  Stamp  of  Truth  ; 
which  alfo  we  do  not  fee  with  our  own  Eyes,  nor  receive 
by  our  own  Means  :  This  great  and  facred  Image  could 
not  abide  info  wretched  a  Habitation,  if  God,  fyr  this 
End,  did  not  prepare  it,  if  God  did  not,  by  his  particular 
and  fupernatural  Grace  and  Favour,  reform  and  fortify 
it  9  at  leaft  our  frail  Condition  ought  to  make  us  com- 
port ourfelves  with  more  Refervedneis  and  Moderation  in 
our  Changes.  We  ought  to  remember,  that,  whatever 
we  receive  into  the  Underftanding,  we  often  receive 
Things  that  are  falfe,  and  that  it  is  by  the  fame  In- 
ftruments  that  fo  often  give  themfelves  the  Lye,  and 
fbijuiigmeni  ^^  ^^^^^  deceived.  Now,  it  is  no  Wonder 
dipends  ijtry  they  fhould  contradid  themfelves,  being  la 
nmcb  tm  the  Jl-  eafy  to  be  turned  and  fwayed  by  very  light 
^!di^^  ^^^  OBturrences,  It  is  certain,  that  our  Arare- 
'*^'  henfions,  our  Judgment,  and  the  Faculties 

of  the  Soul  in  general,  fufier  according  to  the  Afove* 
ments  and  Alterations  of  the  Body,  which  Alterations  are 
continual :  Are  not  our  Wits  more  fprightly,  our  Me« 
mories  quicker,  and  our  Difcouries  more  lively  in  Efealth, 
than  in  Skknefs  ?  Do  not  Jov  and  Gaiety  make  us  re- 
ceive Subjedb  that  prefent  tnemfelves  to  our  Souls,  i» 
quite  another  Light,  than  Care  and  Melancholy?  Do 
you  believe,  that  Catullus* %  Verfes,  or  thole  of  Sappb$9 
pleafe  an  old  dotii^  Mifer,  as  they  do  a  Youth  that  i» 
vigorous  and  anporous  ?  Cleomenesy  the  Son  of  Anaxandri* 
daSy  being  fick,  his  Friends  reproached  him,  thao  he  had 

Humours 

■•  Lucrct.  4lb.  V.  V.  X4U. 
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Humours  and  Whimfies  which  were  new  and  unaccuftom  • 
cd  r  *  I  believe  it  %  [aid  he^  neither  am  I  the  fame  Man  now, 

*  as  when  I  am  in  Health  :  Being  now  another  Creature, 
^  my  Opinions  and  Fancies  are  aifo  diSferent  from  what 

*  they  were  before/  In  our  Courts  of  Juftice,  this  Word 
is  much  in  Uie,  which  is  fpoken  of  Criminals,  when  they 
find  the  Judges  in  a  good  Hun[K>ur,  ^ntle  and  mild,  Gau- 
deaf  de  hona  fortuna  \  ^  Let  him  rgoice  in  his  good  For- 
^  tune : '  For  it  is  certain,  that  Men's  Judgments  are 
fomedmes  more  prone  to  condemn,  more  crabbed  and  fe- 
vere,  and  at  others  more  facile,  eafy,  and  inclined  to  ex- 
cufe.  He  that  carries  with  him,  fronri  his  Houfe,  the 
Pain  of  the  Gout,  Jealoufy  or  Theft  by  his  Man,  having 
his  whole  Soul  po^fled  with  Grief  and  Anger,  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  but  that  his  Judgment  will  lean  that  Way. 
That  venerable  Senate  of  the  Areopagitcs  was  wont  to 
hold  their  Courts  by  Night,  for  fear  left  the  Sight  of  the 
Parties  might  corrupt  their  Juftice.  The  very  Air  itfclf, 
and  the  Serenity  of  the  Sky,  cauies  fome  Change  in  us, 
according  to  thefe  Greek  Verfes  in  Cicero'. 

Tales  funt  bominum  mentesj  quales  pater  tpfe 
.  Jupitet\  auSiferd  luJiravU  latnpade  terras  •. 

/.  e. 

The  Minds  of  Men  do  in  the  Weather  (hare. 
Dark  or  ferene,  as  Days  are  foul  or  fair. 

*Tis  not  only  Fevers,  Debauches,  and  great  Accidents 
that  overthrow  our  Judgments  j  the  leait  Things  in  the 
World  whirl  it  about :  We  may  be  fure,  though  we  arc 
not  fenfible  of  it,  that,  if  a  continued  Fever  can  overwhelm 
the  Soul,  a  Tertian  will,  in  fome  Proportion  or  Meafure, 
alter  it.  If  an  Apoplexy  ftupifies  and  totally  extinguiflies 
the  Sight  of  our  Underftanding,  we  are  not  to  doubt  but 
that  a  great  Cold  will  dazzle  it  :  And,  confequently, 
there  is  hardly  one  fingle  Hour  in  a  Man's  whole  Life, 
wherein  our  Judgment  is  in  its  due  State,  our  Bodies  being 
fubje£t  to  fo  many  continual  Mutations,  and  ftuffed  with  io 
many  feveral  forts  of  Springs  and  Devices,  that  I  believe 

Y  2  the- 

0'  Plutarch^  in  his  Notable  Ssiying$  of  the  Lacedamonians, 
•  C/V^rv's  Fragmenta  Pperoatum. 
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the  Pbyficians,  when  they  fay,  that  there  is  always  fome: 
one  or  other  out  of  Order. 

As  to  what  remains,  this  Malady  does  not  very  eafily 
7be  Weakne/s  '  difcover  itfelf,  unlels  it  be  extreme  and  paft 
of  9ur  Juig"  Remedy ;  forafmuch  as  Reafon  goes  always- 
mtnt  not  ea^  lame  and  hobblingr.  as  well  with  FaUhood,.  as 
wi  ^^'^'  ^*^^  Truth,  and  therefore  'tis  hard  to  dalco- 
'^  .  vec  ita  Deviations  and  Miftakes  :  I  always 

call  that  Appearance  of  Meditation,,  which  every  one 
foi^es  in  himfelf,  Reafon  ^  This  Reafon,  of  the  Condi- 
tion of  which,,  these  may  be  an  hundred  contrary  ones 
about  one  and  the  fame  Subjed,  is  an  Inilrument  of  Lead, 
and  of  Wax,  du£Ule,  pliable,  and  accommodable  to  all 
Biafles  and  Meafures ;  fo  that  nothing  remains,  but  the; 
Art  how  to  turn  and  wind  it.  Let  a  Judgp  mean,  ever  ib. 
welly  if  he  do>  not  look  well  to  himielf,.  whick  few  are 
careful  to  do,  his.  Inclination  to  Friendfhip,^  ta  Relation, 
to  Beauty,  on  Revenge,  and  not  only  Things  of  fuch 
Weight,:  but  even,  the  fortuitous  Inftind,  that  makes  us 
favour  one  Thing  more  than  another,,  and  which,  without 
the  Reafon's  Leave,  puts  the  Choice  upon  us  in  two  equal 
Subjefts  5  or  Ibme  Shadow,  of  like  Vanity,  may  infeirii- 
bly  infinuate  into  his  Judgment,  the  Recommendation  or 
Disfavour  of  a  Caufe,  and  make  the  Balance  dip.  I,  that 
watch  myfelf  as-  warrowly  as  I  can,  and  that  have  my 
Eyes  continually  bent  upon  myfelf,  like  one  that  ha^ 
no  gf  eat  Bulinefs  elfewhere  to  do  \, 


quis  fub  ArUo 


Rex'  gelida  metuatur  ora^ 
^id  Tyridatem  Urreaty  unici 
Securus p, 

Fm  quite  indifferent,  whatever  King 
Docs  rule  the  ftubborn  North,  or  whatfoe'cr 
The  mighty  Tyridates  puts  in  Fear. 

dare  hardly  tell  the  Vanitv  and  Weaknefe  I  find  in  myfelf!. 
My  Footing  is  ib  unltable  and  flippcry,  I  find  myfelf  fo- 
2^  to  totter  and  reel,  and  my  Sight  fo  difordered,  that, 

failing, 

p  Hot.-  lib,  i,  0&  z6.  v*  3»  ^c- 
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Rafting,  I  am  quite  another  Man,  than  when  fitll  ;  if 
Health  and  a  fair  Day  fmile  upon  me>  I  am  a  good-na- 
tured Man  ;  if  a  Corn  trouble  my  Toe,  I  am  fullen,  out 
^  Humour,  and  not  to  be  feen.  The.  fame  Pace  of  a 
Horie  feems  to  be  one  while  hard,  and  another  eafy,  and 
the  fame  Road  one  whiie  ihorter»  and  another  longer ; 
and  the  fame  Form,  one  Wihile  more,  and  another  lefs 
takine :  I  am  one  while  for  doing  every  Thing,  and  ano- 
ther ror  doing  nothing  at  all  i  and  what  pleafes  me  now, 
would  be  a  Trouble  to  me  at  another  Time.  I  liave  a 
thoufand  fenfelefs  and  cafual  A£Uoas  withiia  myfelf :  £i« 
ther  I  am  poflefled  by  Melancholy,  or  fwayed  by  Choler ; 
now,  by  its  own  private  Authority,  Sadnefs  predominates 
in  me,  and  by  and  by  I  am  as  merry  as  a  Cricket.  When 
I  take  a  Book  in  Hand,  I  have  then  difcovered  admira* 
ble  Graces  in  fome  particular  Pafiages,  and  fuch  as  have 
ftruck  my  Soul  \  at  another  Time,  I  may  turn  and  tofs^ 
tumble  and  ratde  the  Leaves  over  and  over,  and  not  fee 
any  Senfe  or  Beauty  in  it.  Even  in  my  own  Writings,  I 
do  not  always  find  the  Air  of  my  firfl  Fancy  :  I  know  not 
what  I  would  have  faid,  but  am  often  put  to  it  to  correct 
and  find  out  a  new  Senfe,  becaufe  I  have  loft  the  firft  that 
was  better.  I  am  ever  in  Motion  :  My  Judgment  does 
not  always  advance,  but  floats  and  roamst 

■  ■  velut  minuta  magno 
Deprenfa  navis  in  mart  vefaniente  vento  ^. 

Like  a  imall  Bark  upon  the  fwdling  Main^ 
When  Winds  do  ruffle  up  the  liquid  Plain. 

Very  often  (as  I  am  apt  to  do)  having,  for  the  fake  of 
Exercife  and  Argument,  undertal?en  to  maintain,  an  Opi- 
nion contrary  to  my-own,  my  Mind,  bending  and  apply- 
ing itfelf  that  Way,  attaches  me  to  it  fo  thoroughly,  that 
I  no  more  difcem  the  Reafon  of  my  former  Belief,  and 
fbrfake  it :  I  am,  as  it  .were,  drawn  in  by  the  Side  to 
which  I  incline,  be  it  what  it  will,  and  carried  away  by 

Y  3  .    vcij 
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my  own  Weight.    Every  one  would  dmoft  fay  the  fame 
of  himfelf,  if  he  confidered  himfelf,  as  I  do. 

Preachers  very  well  know,  that  the  Emotions  which 
ileal  upon  them  ^n  fpeaking,  animate  them  towards  Be* 
]i^*,  and  that,  in  PaioSon,  we  are  more  ftiff  in  the  Defence 
of  our  Propofidon,  are  more  deeply  imprelfed  by  it,  and 
embrace  it  with  greater  Vehemence  and  Approbation,  than 
we  do  in  our  cooler  and  calmer  State.  You  only  give  your 
Council  a  fimple  Breviate  of  your  Caufe,  he  returns  you 
a  dubious  ana  uncertiun  Anfwer,  by  which  you  find  him 
indifferent^  which  Side  he  takes :  Have  you  fee'd  him  well, 
that  he  may  relifh  ic  the  better  ;  does  he  begin  to  be  really 
concerned,  and  do  you  find  him  zealous  for  you  ?  His 
Reafbn  and  Learning  will,  by  the  fame  Degrees,  grow 
hot  in  your  Caufe ;  behold,  an  apparent  and  undoubted 
Truth  prefents  itfelf  to  his  Underltanding ;  he  dKcovers 
a  new  Light  in  your  Bufinefs,  and  does,  in  good  Earneft, 
believe,  and  perfuade  himfelf  that  it  is  fo :  Nay,  I  do  not 
know,  whether  the  Ardour  that  fprings  from  Spite  and 
Obftinacy  againft  the  Power  and  Violence  of  the  Mag^- 
ftrate  and  Danger,  or  the  Intereft  of  Reputation,  may 
not  have  made  a  Man,  even  at  the  Stake,  maintain  the 
Opinion,  for  which,  at  Liberty,  and  amohgft  Friends^ 
he  would  not  have  burned  his  Finger.  The  Shocks  and 
Joftles,  that  the  Soul  receives  from  the  corporeal  Paf- 
fions,  can  do  much  in  it,  but  its  own  can  do  a  great  deal 
more ;  to  which  it  is  fo  fubjcfted,  that,  peradvcnture,  it  is 
to  be  made  good,  that  it  has  no  other  Face  and  Motion, 
but  from  the  Blowing  of  thofe  Winds,  without  the  Agi- 
tation of  which,  it  would  be  becalmed,  like  a  Ship  in  the 
middle  of  the  Sea,  to  which  the  Winds  have  denied  their 
Afllftance  :  And  whoever  fhould  maintain  this,  fiding 
with  the  Peripatetics  J  would  do  us  no  great  Wrong,  be- 
caufe  it  is  very  well  known,  that  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
moft  noble  Adlions  of  the  Soul  proceed  from,  and  ftand 
in  Need  of,  this  Impulfe  of  the  Paffions.  Valour,  they 
jay^  cannot  be  perfeft  without  the  Afliftance  of  Anger. 

Semper  A)2iX  fortis^  fortifftmus  tamen  in  furore  \ 

i.  e. 

I  Cic.  Tufc,  lib.  iv.  v.  23. 
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/.  e. 
j^ax  was  always  Brave,  but  mod:  when  Mad. 

Neither  do  we  encounter  the  Wicked  and  the  £nemy  vi* 
goroufly  enough,  if  we  be  not  angry  ;  nay,  the  Advo- 
<!ate  is  to  inipire  the  Judges  with  Indignation,  to  obtain 
Juftice. 

Strong  Defires  animated  TbemJUcks  and  Demofibems^ 
and  they  put  the  Philofophers  upon  Watch-  j^„j^  paf 
ing.  Fading,  and  Pilgrimages  ;  and  they  lead  js^ms  ammmt 
us  to  Honour,  Learning,  and  Health,  which  iuui  aacnfofijf 
are  all  very  ufeful  Ends  :  And  this  Mean-  ^f  '»¥>«'« 
nefs  of  Soul  J  while  it  fuffers  Vexation  and  "" 
Trouble,  ferves  to  breed  Penitency  and Repentaaceia  the 
Confcience,  and  to  make  us  ienfible  of  the  Scourge  of 
God,  and  of  political  Corredion  for  the  Chaftifement  of 
our  Of&nces :  Compaflion  is  a  Spur  to  Clemency  an4 
Prudence ;  and  the  Prudence  of  preferving  and  goverix*- 
ing  ourfelves  is  roufed  by  our  Fear ;  and  how  many  brave 
Actions  by  Ambition  ?  How  many  by  Prefumption  ?  Fi^ 
nally,  there  is  no  eminent  and  fprightly  Virtue,  without 
fomt  irregular  Agitation. 

Was  it  not  one  of  the  Reafons  that  moved  the  £^/j(tf- 
ream  to  difcharge  God  from  all  Care  and    ^^  a^r  * 
Sollicitude  of  our  Affairs,  becaufe  even  the   cuwms  ifJ^' 
EffeAs  of  his  Goodnefs  could  not  be  exer-    cifargeii  the 
cifed  in  our  Behalf,  without  difturbing  his    DMnity/rsm 
Repofe,  by  the  Means  of  the  Paffions,  which    ^^{['^  ^ 
are  fo  many  Incentives,  like  Spurs,  to  prick 
on  the  Soul  to  virtuous  Aftions  ?   Or,  did  they  think 
otherwife,  and  take  them  for  Tempelb,  that  fhamefully 
hurry  the  Soul  from  her  Tranquillity  ?  •  Uf  maris  Sranr 
qtiillitas  inietttgitury  nuUa^  ne  minima  quidem^  aura  fluQus 
commovenie :   Sic  animi  quietus  et  placatus  flatus  cernitur^ 
quum  perturbatio  nulla  eft  qui  moveri  queat.     As  it  is  un- 
derftood  to  be  a  calm  Sea,  when  there  is  not  the  leafb 
Breath  of  the  Air  ftirring  ;  fo  the  State  of  the  Soul  is 
difcerned  to  be  quiet  and  placid,  when  there  is  no  Pertur- 
bation to  ;nove  it. 

Y  4  What 

•  CicTufc.  Ilk  v.  c.  6, 
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What  Variety  of  Sentiments  and  Reafon,  what  Contra- 
What  Effeas     riety  of  Imaginations  docs  the  Diverfity  of 
are  owing  to      our  Paffions  infpirc  us  with  r  What  Aim- 
thi  Di<v£rfi^      ranee  then  can  we  take  of  a  Thing  fo  mobile 
p/ourPagcns.    ^^^  unftable,  fiibjeft,  by  its  Condition,  to 
the  Dominion  of  Trouble,  and  never  going  other  than  a 
forced  and  borrowed  Pace  ?   If  our  Judgment  be  in  the 
Power  even  of  Sickncfs  and  Perturbation  j  if  it  be  from 
:FoIly  and  Temerity,  that  it  is  held  to  receive  the  Imprcf- 
fion  of  Things ;  what  Security  can  we  cxpcft  from  it  ? 
^  "Is  it  not  a  great  Boldnefs  in  Philofophy  to  judge,  that 
\'he  natural      ^^^  perform  the  greateft  Aftions,  and  ncar- 
WiJsofEH'     eft  approaching  the  Divinity,  when  they  are 
tranei  into  the    Furious,  Mad,  and  bcfide  themfelvcs  ?  As 
^^"^  ^'^    ^^  we  were  the  better  for  being  deprived  of 
*^^'  our  Reafon,  by  its  being  ftupified.    The  two 

natural  Ways  to  enter  into  the  Cabinet  of  the  Gods,  and 
there  to  forcfee  the  Courfc  of  Deftiny,  are  Fury  and  Sleep. 
This  is  pleafant  to  confider  :    By  the  Diflocation  that  the 
Paffions  caufe  in  our  Reafon,  we  become  Virtuous :  By 
Its  Extirpation,  occafioned  by  Madnefs,  or  by  Sleep,  the 
Image  of  Death,  we  become  Diviners  and  Prophets.     I 
was  never  fo  willing  to  believe  Philofophy  in  any  Thing, 
as  this.  *Tis  a  pure  Enthufiafm,  wherewith  Sacred  Truth 
has  infpired  the  Spirit  of  Philofophy,  which  makes  it  con- 
fefs,   contrary  to  its  own  Propofition,   that  the  calm, 
compofed,  and  moft  healthful  Eftate  of  the  Soul,  that 
Philofophy  can  feat  it  in,  is  not  its  bcft  Condition  :  Our 
Waking  is  more  a  Sleep,  than  Sleep  itfelf ;  our  Wifdom 
not  fo  Wife  as  Folly  ;  our  Dreams  are  worth  more  than 
our  Meditations  ;  and  the  worft  Place  we  can  take  is  in 
curfelves.     But  does  not  Philofophy  think,  that  we  are 
Wife  enough  to  confider,  that  the  Voice  which  the  Spirit 
utters,  when  difmifled  from  Man,   fo  clear-fighted,  fo 
great  and  fo  perfeft,  and,  whilft  it  is  in  Man,  fo  terreftrial, 
•ignorant,  and  dark,  is  a  Voice  proceeding  from  the  Spi- 
rit of  a  dark,  terreftrial,  and  ignorant  Man,  and,  for  this 
Reafon,  a  Voice  not  to  be  truftcd  and  believed  ? 

'  I  have 
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I  have  no  ^reat  Experience  of  thefe  vehement  Agita- 
tions, (being  of  a  foft  and  heavy  Complexion)    ^^ 
the  moft  of  which  furprifc  the  Soul,  on  a  fud-   Zn^Ttbe^' 
den,  without  giving  it  Leifure  to  recoUedt   Pajfkm  rf 
itfelf :  But  the  Pafiion,  that  is  faid  to  be  pro-    L^t  bos  wn 
duced,  by  Idlenefs,  in  the  Hearts  of  young   ^^^""^ 
Men,  though  it  proceed  leifurely,  and  with 
a  moderate  Progrefs,  does  evidently  manifefl,  to  thofe  who 
have  tried  to  oppofe  its  Power,  the  Violence  our  Judg- 
ment fuffers  in  tins  Alteration  and  Converfion.     I  have 
formerly  attempted  to  withftand  and  repel  it :  For  I  am 
fo  far  from  being  one  of  thofe  who  invite  Vices,  that  I  do 
not  fo  much  as  follow  them,  if  they  do  not  drag  me  along : 
I  perceived  it  to  fpring,  grow,  and  increafe  in  Spite  of  my 
Refinance  ;  and,  at  laft,  though  my  Eyes  were  open,  it 
wholly  feized  and  poflefled  me  ;  fo  that,  as  if  newly  rouf- 
ed  from  Drunkennefs,  the  Images  of  Things  began  to  ap- 
pear, to  me,  quite  other  than  they  were  wont  (o  be :  I 
evidently  faw  the  Perfon,  I  defired,  grow  and  increafe  in 
Advantages  of  Beauty,  and  to  expand  and  blow  fiurer  by 
the  Influence  of  my  Imagination  \  and,  as  the  Difficulties 
of  my  Attempt  crew  more  eafy  and  fmooth,  both  my 
Reafon  and  Conscience  drew  back  :  But,  this  Fire  being 
evaporated  in  an  Inftant,  as  a  Flafli  of  Lightning,  my 
Soul  refumed  another  kind  of  Sight,  another  State,  and 
another  Judgment.    The  Difficulties  of  my  Retreat  ap- 
peared great  and  invincible,  and  the  fame  Things  had 
quite  another  Tafte  and  Afpeft,  than  the  Heat  of  liefire 
had  prefented  them  to  me  5  than  which  Pyrrbo  himfclf 
knows  nothing  more  truly  :   We  are  never  without  Sick- 
nefs  ;  Agues  have  their  hot  and  cold  Fits  •,  from  the  Ef- 
fefts  of  an  ardent  Paffion,  we  fall  again  to  thofe  of  a  flii- 
vering  one  :   As  much  as  I  had  advanced,  fo  much  I 
retired. 

Siuatis  ubi  alterno  procurrem  gurgite  pontus^ 
Nunc  ruit  ad  terras  fcopulifque  fitperjacit  undam^ 
Spumeus^  extremamque  Jinu  perfundit  arenom : 
fJunc  rapidus  retro^  atque  ajlu  revoluta  reforbens 
Saxa  fugit^  liiiufque  vado  labente  relinquU  ^ 

I.  e. 

*  ^neid.  lib.  xi.  v,  624,  ^c. 
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So  fwelling  Surges,  with  a  thtHid'ring  Rotr» 
Driv'n  on  each  other'i  Backs,  infiilc  the  Shbar  i 
Bound  o'er  the  Rocks,  incroach  upon  the  Land, 
And  from  the  Bottom  throw  up  Shoals  of  Sand  i 
Then  backward,  rapidly,  they  take  their  Way, 
Rolling  the  rattling  Pebbles  to  the  Sea.  ''    • 

Now,  from  the  Knowledge  ofthisVolpbility  of  mine,  I  have 
JTh  Mon-  accidcnuUy  begot,  in  myfclf,  a  certain  Con- 
tad7ne  didtmt  Aancy  of  Opinions,  and  have  not  much  altcr- 
4aSif  otthract  cd  thofc  that  Were  firil  and  natural  in  me : 
Novel  Opt'  pQr^  nvhat  Appearance  focver  there  may  be  in 
mau.  Novelty,  I  do  not  eafily  change,  for  Fear  of 

lofing  by  the  Bargain  ;  and,  bcCdes,  I  am  not  capable  of 
chufing ;  I  take  other  Men's  Choice,  and  continue  in  the 
Station  wherein  God  has  placed  me  *,  I  could  not  bther- 
wiie  keep  myfelf  from  perpetual  Rolling.  Thus  have  I,  by 
the  Grace  ot  God,  pi-eferved  myfelf  intire,  in  the  ancient 
Tenets  of  6ur  Religion,  without  Difhirbanc^  of  Mind,  or 
Trouble  of  Confcience,  amidft  fo  many  Se6ls  and  Divi- 
iions^  as  our  Age  has  produced.  The  Writings  of  the 
Ancients,  the  beft  Authors,  I  mean,  being  full  and  (olid, 
tempt,  and  carry  me,  which  Way  almoft  they  will :  He, 
chat  1  am  reading,  feems  always  to  have  the  moil  Force, 
and  I  find  that  every  one,  in  Turn,  has  Reafon,  tho'  they 
contradifl  one  another.  The  Facility  that  good  Wits  have 
of  rendering  every  Thing  likely  they  would  retommend^ 
and  there  being  nothing  fo  flrange,  to  which  they  do  not 
undertake  to  give  Colour  enough  to  deceive  fuch  a  Sim- 
plicity as  mine  ;  this  does  evidently  fhew  the  Weaknefa  of 
f heir  Tcftimony.  The  Heaven  and  the  Stars  have  beei^ 
Three  thoufand  Years  in  Motion,  and  all  the  World  wer6 
of  that  Belief,  till  "  Cleantbes  the  Samiany  or  (according 

to 

^  Plutarch,  in  hh  Trcadfc  of  the  Face  that  appcar$  in  the  Moon's  Orb, 
C.  4-  where  he  (ays*  that  Ariftanhui  was  of  Opinion,  that  the  Gnaam  ought 
to  have  brought  Cleanthesy  of  Santosy  to  Juflice,  and  to  have  condemned  him 
for  Blafphehiy  agaxhlt  the  Gods^  for  giving  out,  that  the  Heavens  remained 
imnio\'eable,  and.  that  it  was  the  Earth  which  moved  through  the  oblique 
Circle  of  the  Zodiac  turning  round  its  own  Axi^    But,  as  it  appears  elfe-* 

whei»i 
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to  Tbeopbraftus)  NtcetaSj  of  Syracufa^  bethought  himfelf 
CO  maintain,  that  it  was  the  Earth  which  moved  about  its 
Axis  thro*  the  oblique  Circle  of  the  Zodiac.  And  Caper^ 
mcus  has,  in  our  Time,  fo  grounded  this  Dodlrine,  that 
he  very  regularly  makes  Ufe  of  it  for  all  Aftrological 
Confequences.  What  can  we  infer  from  it,  but  that  wc 
ought  not  much  to  care  which  is  the  true  Opinion  ?  And 
who  knows  but  that  a  third,  a  thoufand  Years  hence^ 
may  rife,  and  overthrow  the  two  former  ? 

Sic  vohenda  at  as  cemmutat  tempora  rerum^ 
^odfmt  in  pretio^  Jit  nullo  denique  honare^ 
Porro  atiudfucceditj  et  e  contemptibus  exitj 
luque  dies  magis  appetitur^  floretque  repertum 
LaudibuSj  et  miro  eft  mortales  inter  honore  "'. 

i.  e. 

Thus  cv'ry  Thing  is  chang'd  by  Time's  Rotation, 
What  once  had  Credit,  foon  grows  out  of  Fafliion  } 
To  which  fomc  other  Thing,  defpis'd  before. 
Succeeds,  and  grows  in  Vogue  ftill  more  and  more  1 
And,  once  received,  all  Praife  too  little  feems. 
So  highly  it  is  rais'd  in  Men's  Efteems. 

So  that,  when  any  new  Doftrine  prefents  itfelf  to  us^ 
we  have  great  Reafon  to  miftruft  it ;  and  to   why  ttew  O- 
confider,  that,  before  that  was  fet  on  foot,   finkw  are  t9 
the  contrary  had  been  generally  received;    ^^ift^fled^ 
and  that,  as  that  has  been  overthrown  by  this,  a  third  In* 
vention  may  ftart  up  in  Time  to  come,  and    AriftodcV 
damn  the  fecond.    Before  the  Principles  that    PrindfUs  in 
Ariftotle  introduced,  were  in  Reputation,  other    ^'^* 
Principles  contented  human*  Reafon,  as  thefe  fatisfy  ua 
now.    What  Patent  have  thefe  Opinions,  whatparticu* 
lar  Privilege,  that  the  Career  of  our  Invention  muft  be 

flopped 

where,  diat  AriJUarchus^  of  Samos^  did  believe  the  Earth's  Motion,  there  mnft 
be  ibme  Miftake  in  Utas  Place,  as  is  the  Opinion  oi  Menage^  who,  by  a  ]it<»^ 
tie  Variataon  only  oiPlutarch^i  Text,  makes  him  fay,  not  that  Arifiarclm 
meant  to  accde  Ckmmha  of  Impiety,  for  having  maintained  the  EardiV 
Motion ;  but  that,  pn  die  contrary,  Clumtbes  would  have  imputed  it  to  A^ 
rifiarcbuSf  as  a  Crime.  Se^  Mamge^  in  his  Commentary  upon  Z>/0j 
Jib.  i^ii.  fe£t  8$.  p.  388,  389. 
*  I^uoet.  lib.  V,  V.  I275»  JsTr, 
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(topped  by  them,  and  that  to  them  ihould  appertain  the 
fole  Poffeflion  of  our  future  Belief  ?  They  are  no  more 
exempt  from  being  thruft  out  of  Doors  than  their  Prede- 
cefibrs  were.  When  any  one  prefles  me  with  a  new  Ar- 
gument, I  ought  to  believe,  that  what  I  cannot  anfwer, 
another  can  -,  for  to  believe  all  Likelihoods,  that  a  Man 
cannot  confute,  is  great  Simplicity:  It  would,  by  that 
Means,  come  to  pafs,  that  all  the  Vulgar  (and  we  are  all 
of  the  Vulgar)  would  have  their  Belief  as  changeable  as 
a  Weather-cock  :  For  the  Soul,  being  fo  eafy  to  be  im- 
«>fed  upon,  and  fo  Non-refifting,  muft,  of  Force,  incef- 
iantly  receive  Impreflions,  the  laft  flill  effacing  all  Traces 
of  that  which  went  before.  He  that  finds  himfelf  weak, 
ought  to  anfwer  according  to  modern  Praftice,  that  he 
will  (peak  with  his  Council,  or  refer  himfelf  to  the  Sages, 
from  whom  he  received  his  Inftruftion.  How  long  is  it 
that  Phyfic  has  been  praftifed  in  the  World  ?  *Tis  faid, 
that  a  new  Comer,  called  Paracelfus^  changes  and  over- 
throws the  whole  Order  of  ancient  Rules,  and  maintains, 
that,  all  now,  it  has  been  of  no  other  Ufe,  but  to  kill 
Men.  I  do  believe,  that  he  will  eafily  make  this  good  ; 
but  I  do  not  think  it  were  great  Wifdom  to  venture  my 
Life  in  making  Trial  of  his  new  Experience.     *  We  arc 

*  not  to  believe  every  one  (fays  the  Precept)  becaufe  eve- 

*  ry  one  can  fay  all  Things.'  A  Man  of  this  Profeifion 
of  Novelties  and  phyfical  Reformations,  not  long  fince, 
told  me,  *  That  all  the  Ancients  were  notorioufly  mifta- 

*  ken  in  the  Nature  and  Motions  of  the  Winds,  which  he 

*  would  evidently  demonftrate  to  me,  if  I  would  give  him 

•  the  Hearing.'  After  I  had,  with  fome  Patience,  heard 
his  Arguments,  which  were  all  full  of  Probability ; 
^  What  then,  faid  /,  did  thofe  that  failed  according  to 

♦  the  Rules  oi  Theopbraftmy  make  Way  Weftward,  when 

•  they  had  the  Prow  towards  the  Eaft  ?  Did  they  go  fide- 

•  ward  or  backward  ? '  '  That's  as  it  happened,  anfwered 
^  be\  but  fo  it  is,  that  they  were  miftaken.*  I  then  re- 
plied, *  that  I  had  rather  be  governed  by  Fafts  than  Rea- 

•  fon.'  Now,  thefe  are  Things  that  often  clafli,  and  I 
have  been  told,  that,  in  Geometry  (which  pretends  to  have 
gaintd  the  higheft  Point  of  Certainty  of  all  Science)  there 

are 
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arc  Demonftrations  fo  inevitable,  as  fubvert  the  Truth  of 
all  Experience.  As  Jaques  Pelktier  told  me,  at  my  own 
Houfe,  that '  he  had  found  out  two  Lines,  ftretching  one 

♦  towards  the  other  to  meet,  which,  neverthelefs,  he  af- 

•  firmed,  tho'  extended  to  all,  Infinity,  could  never  hap- 

*  pen  to  touch  one  another  ;  *  And  the  Pyrrbonians  make 
no  other  Ufe  of  their  Ar^ments  and  their  Reafon,  than 
to  ruin  the  Appearance  ot  Experience  ;  aiid  'tis  a  Won* 
der,  how  far  the  Supplenefs  of  our  Reafon  has  followed 
them  in  this  Defign  of  controverting  the  Evidence  of 
Fa&s  :  For  they  affirm,  *  that  we  do  not  move,  that  we 
^  do  not  fpeak,  and  that  there  is  neither  Weight  nor 

*  Heat,*  with  the  fame  Force  of  Argument,  that  we  ve- 
rify the  moft  likely  Things.  Ptolemy^  who  was  a  great 
Man,  had  eftablifhed  the  Bounds  of  this  World  of  ours  \ 
and  all  the  ancient  Pbilofophers  thought  they  had  the 
Meafure  of  it,  excepting  fome  draggling  Iflands,  that 
might  efcape  their  Knowledge.  It  had  been  Pyrrhomfmy 
a  thoufand  Years  ago,  to  doubt  of  the  Science  of  Ctf/mo- 
grapby^  and  of  the  Opinions  that  every  one  had  thence  re« 
ceived  :  It  was  Herefy  to  believe  there  were  Antipodes  ^ 
and,  behold,  in  this  Age  of  ours,  there  is  an  infinite  Ex- 
tent of  firm  Land  difcovered,  not  an  Ifland,  or  a  particu- 
lar Country,  biit  a  Part  almoft  as  great  as  that  we  knew 
before.  The  Geographers  of  our  Time  flick  not  to  aflure 
us,  that  now  all  is  found,  and  all  is  feen  : 

Nam  quod  adeft  prdtfto^  placet y  et  poller e  vid^ur  \ 

I.  e. 
What  prefent  is^  does  pleafe,  and  feems  the  beft. 

But  I  would  fain  know,  whether,  if  Ptolemy  was  thereia 
formerly  deceived,  upon  the  Foundation  of  his  Reafon, 
it  were  not  Folly  in  me  to  truft  now  in  what  thefe  People 
fay ;  and  whether  it  is  not  more  likely,  that  this  great 
Body,  which  we  call  the  World,  is  quite  another  Thing, 
than  what  we  imagine. 

Plato  feys,  «  That  it  changes  Countenance  in  all  Re- 
^  fpedb  :   That  the  Heavens,  tlie  Stars,  and  the  Sun, 

have, 

*  Iiucret.  lib.  v.  v.  T4ru 
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*  have,  all  of  them  fometimes^   Motions  retrograde  to 

*  what  we  fee,  changing  Eaft  into  Weft.*  The  EgypHam 
Sewral  Opt-  Priefts  told  Herodotus^  «  That,  from  the 
phm  cmuerm^  «  Time  of  their  firft  King,  which  was  Eleven 
ii^tbtlForU.  c  thoufand  and  odd  Years,  (and  they  fhewed 
^  him  the  Effigies  of  all  their  Kings,  in  Statues,  taken 
*from  the  Life)  the  Sun  had,  four  times,  altered  his 

*  Courfe  ^ :  That  the  Sea  and  the  Earth  did,  alternately, 
^  change  into  one  ancfther ;  and  that  the  Beginning  of 

*  the  World  is  undetermined,  which  is  alfo  faid  by  Arifio* 

*  tie  and  Cicero :  *  And  fome,  amongft  us,  arc  of  Opi- 
nion, *  that  it  has  been  from  all  Eternity,  is  mortal,  and 

*  renewed  again  by  feveral  Viciffitudcs  ;  *  calling  Salmon 
and  Ifaiab  to  wicnefs,  in  order  to  evade  the  Obje6Uons» 
that  God  was  once  a  Creator  without  a  Creature  •,  that  he 
had  then  nothing  to  do ;  that,  to  counteradb  fuch  Vacan- 
cy, he  put  his  Hand  to  this  Work  5  and  that,  confequent- 
ly,  he  is  fubje6):  to  Change*  In  the  moft  famous  of  the 
Greek  Schools,  the  World  is  taken  for  a  God,  made  by 
another  God,  who  is  greater,  and  compofed  of  a  Body, 
and  of  a  Soul,  fixed  in  its  Center,  and  dilating  iifelf,  by 
mufical  Numbers,  to  its  Circumference  :  Divine,  mQ& 
Happy,  moft  Great,  moft  Wife,  and  EternaL  In  him 
are  other  Gods,  the  Sea,  the  Earth,  the  Stars,  who  en- 
tertain one  another  with  a  harmonious  and  perpetual  Agi- 
tation and  divine  Dance  ;  fometimes  meeting,  fometimes 
retiring  from  one  another  s  concealing  and  difcovering 
themfelves,  changing  their  Order,  one  while  before,  and 
another  behind.     Heractttus  *  was  pofitive,   *  That  the 

*  World  was  compofed  of  Fire,  and,  by  the  Order  <rf  the 

*  Deftinies,  was,  one  Day,  to  be  inflamed  and  confuxned 
^  in  Fire,  and  then  to  be  again  renewed/  And  ^j^uleius 
fays  of  Men  :  Sigillatim  mortales^  cunSim  perfetui.  *  That 
^  they  are  Mortal  in  particular,  and  Imrnortal  in  general.^ 
Alexander  fent  his  Mother  the  Narrative  of  an  Egyptiqj^ 
Prieft,  drawn  from  their  Monuments,  tcftifying  the  An- 
tiquity of  that  Nation  to  be  infinite,  and  containing  the 

y  HoaDdot  lib.  ii.  p.  163,  164. 

•  *  Dkg.  Loirt^  in  the  Life  of  HeracUtus^  lib.  ix.  fe^.  8. 
>  Jpuuiusy  in  his  Trad/r  Dto  Sifcf'atis. 

2  true 
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true  Birch  and  Progrefs  of  other  Couatries.  Ckero  and 
Dioderus  lay,  •  That,  in  their  Time,  the  Cbaldees  kept  a 

*  Regifter  of  Four  hundred  thoufand  and  odd  Years/  A- 
riftotlBy  Ptiwf  %  and  others,  *  that  ZoraaJUr  flourilhed  Six 

*  thoufand  Years  before  PlaUi^^  Time.*     Plato  '  fays, 

*  That  the  City  of  Sais  has  Records  in  Writing  of  Eight 

*  thoufand  Years  \  and  that  the  City  of  Athens  was  built 
^  a  thoufand  Years  before  the  faid  City  of  Sais*  Epicu-- 
rusj  ^  that,  at  the  fame  Time  Things  are  here  in  the  Pof- 

*  ture  we  fee,  they  are  alike,  and  in  the  fame  Manner  ia 

*  feveral  other  Worlds  'J  Which  he  would  have  delivered 
with  greater  AlTurance,  had  he  feen  the  Similitude  and 
Concordance  of  the  new-difcovcrcd  World  of  the  fFefi-^' 
Indies 9  with  ours,  prefent  and  paft,  in  fuch  ftrange  In^ 
fiances.     In  Reality,  confidering  what  is  arrived  at  our 
Knowledge  of  the  Courfc  of  this  tcrreftrial  Policy,  I  have 
often  wondered  to  fee,  in  io  vaft  a  Diftance  of  Places 
and-  Times,  fuch  a  Concurrence  of  ib  great  a  Number  of 
popular  and  wild  Opinions,  and  of  favage  Manners  and 
Articles  of  Faith,  which,  by  no  Means,  feem  to  proceed 
from  our  natural  Reaibn.    The  human  Underftanding  is 
a  great  Worker  of  Miracles.     But  this  Relation  has, 
moreover,  I  know  not  what  of  Extraordinary  in  it,  even 
in  Names,  and  a  thouland  other  Things :  For  they  found 
Nations  there,  (that,  for  aught  we  know,  never  heard  of 
us)  where  Circumcifion  was  in  Ufe ;  where   ciramcilion 
there  were  States  and  Civil  Governments      *^"^^J^^^* 
maintained  by  Women  only,  without  Men ;  where  oui; 
Fafts  and  Lent  were  reprefented,  to  which  was  added  the 
Abftinence  from  Women ;  where  our  Croiles  were,  feve- 
ral ways,  in  Repute ;  where  they  were  made  Ufe  of  to 
honour  their  Sepultures ;  where  they  were  erected,  and, 
nMiely,  that  of  St.  Andrew ^  to  proteA  them-    „   *  j     » 
fclves  from  Nofturnal  Vifions,  and  to  lay    Oo^ 
upon  the  Cradles  of  Infants  a^inft  Inchant- 

ments :  In  Ibme  Places  there  was  found  one  of  Wood, 
of  a  very  great  Height,  which  was  adored  for  the  God  of 

^  Flin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xxx.  c.  1.  '  In  kL^  Timausj  p.  524. 

Rain ; 
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jCrv/iaArtd  Rain  j  and  this  was  a  great  Way  up  in  the 
for  the  God  af  Main  Land,  where  there  were  leen  a  very 
■'?«"'•  clear  Image  of  our  Ihriving  Priefts,  with  the 

Ufe  of  Mitres,  the  Celibacy  of  Priefts,  the  Art  of  Divi- 
nation  by  the  Entrails  of  facrificed  Animals,  Abftinence 
from  all  Sorts  of  Flelh  and  Fifti  in  their  Diet,  the  Form 
for  Priefts  officiating  in  a  particular,  and  not  the  vulgar 
Language  :  And  this  Fancy,  that  the  firft  God  was  ex- 
pelled by  a  Ifcond,  his  younger  Brother  ;  that  they  were 
.  created  with  all  Sorts  of  Accommodations, 
Brd/ZwerU.      which  have  lince  been  taken  from  them  for 

their  Sins,  their  Territory  changed,  and  their 
natural  Condition  made  worfe  :  That  they  were,  of  Old, 
drowned  by  an  Inundation  of  Water  from  Heaven  ;  that 
but  few  Families  efcaped,  who  retired  into  Caves  of  high 
Mountains,  the  Mouths  of  which  they  ftopped,  fo  that 
the  Waters  could  not  get  in,  having  fliut  up,  together 
with  themfelves,  feveral  Sorts  of  Animals  -,  that,  when  they 
perceived  the  Rain  to  ccafe,  they  fent  out  Dogs,  which  re- 
turning clean  and  wee,  they  judged,  that  the  Water  was 
not  yet  much  abated  ;  but  afterwards  fending  out  others, 
and  feeing  them  return  dirty,  they  iflued  out  to  re-people 
the  World,  which  they  found  only  full  of  Serpents.     In 

one  Place  it  appeared,  they  were  perfuaded 
ludgmHt  °^  '^  ^^y  °^  Judgment  -,  infomiich  that  they 

were  marvellouQy  difpleafed  at  the  Spaniards 
for  difcompofing  the  Bones  of  the  Dead,  in  rifling  the 
Graves  for  Riches,  faying,  that  thofe  Bones,  fo  fcattcred, 
could  not  eafily  be  rejoined.  They  traffick  by  Exchange, 
and  no  other  Way,  with  Fairs  and  Markets  for  that  End  : 
D^arfi  at  the  Dwarfs,  and  deformed  People,  for  the  Orna- 
'labUs  af  ment  of  the  Tables  of  their  Princes  :  The 
Pnrias.  Ufc  of  Falconry,  according  to  the  Nature  of 

their  Birds ;  tyrannical  Subfidies,  fine  Gardens,  Dances, 
tumbling  Tricks,  and  Juggling  Inftrumcnts  of  Mufic, 
„.  .  ,  Armories,  Tennis-playing,  Dice,  and  Lotte- 
Ca««.  '''^^>  Wherein  they  are  fometimes  lo  eager  and 

hot,  as  to  ftake  and  play  away  themfelves,  and 

their  Liberty  ;    Phyfic,  no  othcrwife  than  by  Charms : 

1  The 
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The  Wiay  of  Writing  in  Hieroglyphics ;  the  Belief  of 
only  one  firft  Man,  the  Father  of  all  Nations  ;  the  Ado- 
ration of  one  God,  who.  formerly  lived  a  Mi^n   Myratim  tf 
in  peife&  Virginity,  Failing,  and  Penance, '  «m  G$d  madt 
preaching  the  Law  of  Nature,  and  the  Cere-   ^^• 
monies  of  Religion,  and  who  vanilhed  from  the  World 
without  a  natural  Death  y  the  Opinion  of  Giants ;  the 
Cuftom  of  making  themfelvcs  Drunk  with  their  Beve- 
rages, and  drinking  as  long  as  they  could  ftand ;  Reli- 
gious Ornaments  painted  with  Bones  and  dead  Men's 
Sculls ;  Suiplices,  Holy  Water  fprinkled.  Wives  and  Ser- 
vants, who  urive  to  be  burned  and  interred  with  the  dead. 
Hufband  or  Mafter ;  a  Law  by  which  the  £ldeft  fucceeds 
to  all  the.  Eftate,  no  other  Provifion  being  made  for  the 
Younger,  but  Obedience ;  the  CuAom,  that,  upon  Pro- 
motion to  a  ceitain  Office  of  great  Authority,  the  Perfon . 
promoted  is  to  take  upon  him  a  new  Name,  and  to  leave 
that  he  had  before  \  another,  to  ftrew  Lime  upon  the 
Knee  of  the  new-born  Child,  with  thefe  Words,  From 
Dufi  thou  camefi^  and  to  Buft  thou  muft  return  \  as  alfo  the 
Art  of  Augury  :  Thefe  poor  Shadows  of  our  Religion, 
which  are  obfervable  in  lome  of  thefe  Examples,  are  Tefr 
timonies  of  its  Dignity  and  Divinity.     It  is  not  only,  in 
fome  fort,  infinuated  into  all  the  Infidel  Nations  on  this. 
Side  of  the  World,  by  a  certain  Imiution,  but  in  the 
'fore-named  Barbarians  alfo,  as  by  a  common  and  fuper- 
natural  Infpiration  :  For  we  alfo  find  there  the  Belief  of 
Purgatory,  but  of  a  new  Form  ;  that  which  . 

we  ^ve  to  the  Fire,  they  give  to  the  Cold,    f^^  ^-^ 
and  imagine,  that  the  Souls  are  purged  and 
puniihed  by  the  Rigour  of  exceflive  Cold.  And  this  Ex- 
ample puts  me  in  mind  of  another  pleafant  Diverfity  : 
For,  as  there  were,  in  that  Place,  fome  People  who  chofe, 
to  {trip  and  unmuffle  the  Glands  of  their  Penis,   and 
clipped  off  the  Prepuce,  after  the  Mahometan  and  Jccfijh, 
Manner :  There  were  others,  who  mad^  fo  great  Con-, 
fcience  of  layii^  it  bare,  that  they  carefully  purfed  itiipi 
with  little  Strings,  to.  keep  the  End  from^  tJKe  Air.,    And, 
I  remember  this  other. Pi veriity,  that, whereas  we,.  inrHar. 
nour  of  Kings  and  Feftivals,  put  on  the  b,eft  Cloathswe 
Vol,  II.  Z  ,         ,  have. 
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h&ve,  in  fon^  R^gioni,  to  expitfs  their  Di^vity  and 
Submiflion  to  their  Kine,  his  Subjefb  prefent  themfelves 
before  him  in  their  vileft  Habits^  and,  entering  his  Pa- 
lace, throw  fome  old  tattered  Garment  over  their  better 
Apparel,  to  the  End  that  all  the  Luftre  and  Ornament 
may  Iblely  remain  in  him. 

But,  to  woceed  ;  if  Nature  inclofe,  within  the  Bounds 
of  her  Ordinary  Progrefs,  the  Beliefs,  Judgments, '  and 
Opinions  of  Men,  as  well  as  all  other  Things :  If  they 
have  their  Revolution,  their  Seafon,  their  Birth  and  Death, 
like  Cabbage  Plants :  If  the  Heavens  agitato  and  rule 
them  at  their  Pleafure,  what  magifterial  and  permanent 
Authority  do  we  attribute  to  them  ?  If  we  experimentally 
fee,  that  the  Form  of  our  Exiftence  depends  upon  the  Air, 
the  Climate,  and  the  Soil  where  we  are  born ;  and  not 
only  the  Colour,  the  Stature,  the  Complexion,  and  the 
Countenance,  but  the  Faculties  of  the  Soul  itfelf :  '  Et 
plaga  Cali  nan  Mum  ad  robur  corporum^  fed  etiam  untmonm 
facit :  ^  The  Climate  contributes  not  only  to  the  Strength 
^  of  Bodies,  but  to  that  of  the  Mind  alfo,'  fays  Vegitius: 
And  that  the  Goddefs,  who  founded  the  City  of  MhenSj 
chofe,  for  its  Situation,  a  tempierate  Air,  fit  to  make  the 
Men  prudent,  as  the  Egyptian  Priefts  told  Solan :  ^Atbi- 
nis  tenue  Calum :  Ex  quo  etiam  aauiares  putantmr  Attici : 
Craffum  Tbebis :  Itaque  pingues  Tbeianit  et  valen$$s :  ^  The 
^  Air  of  Athens  is  thin,  irom  whence  alfo  xHn^  Atbomani 
^  are  reputed  to  be  more  acute  :  And  at  Thebes  'tis  thick, 
^  wherefore  the  Tbebans  are  looked  upon  as  fat  and  ftrong.* 
In  fuch  Sort  that,  as  the  Fruits  and  Animals  differ,  the 
Men  are  alfo  more  or  lefs  Warlike,  Jufl,  Temperate,  and 
Docile  5  here  given  to  Wine,  elfewhcre  to  Theft  or  Un- 
cleannefs ;  here  inclined  to  Superftition,  elfewhere  to  Infi- 
delity ;  in  one  Place  to  Liberty,  in  another  to  Servitude } 
capable  of  a  Science  or  an  Art,  Dull  or  Witty,  Obedient 
or  Mutinous,  Good  or  Bad,  according  as  the  Place,  where 
they  are  leated,  inclines  them ;  and  aflume  a  new  Confti* 
tution,  if  removed,  like  Trees ;  which  was  the  Reafbn  why 
Cjn^s  would  not  grant  the  Perfians  Leave  to  quit  their 
rough  and  craggy  Country,  to  remove  to  another  that 

was 

*  Yegtt.  lib.  i.  c  a«  *  Cic.  de  Fato,  c  4. 


ood 
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was  pleafant  and  plain ;  faying,  *  That  ht  and  tender 
^  Soils  made  Men  effeminate  ;  and  fertile  Soils  produced 
•  barren  Minds/  If  we  fee  one  Art  and  one  Belief  flou- 
rifh  one  while,  and  another  while  another,  by  fome  Ce- 
leftial  Influence  :  If  we  fee  fuch  an  Age  produce  fuch  Na* 
tures,  and  incline  Mankind  to  fuch  or  fuch  a  Biafs  :  The 
Spirits  of  Men  one  while  say,  and  another  grum,  like  our 
Fields  \  what  becomes  of  adl  thofe  fite  Prerogatives  we 
fo  footh  ourfelves  withal  ?  S^ing  that  a  wife  M&n,  a 
hundred  Men,  or  many  Nations,  niay  be  miftakep,  nay, 
that  Human  Nature  itfelf,  as  we  beljeve,  is  many  Ages 
wide  in  one  Thing  or  another,  what  AlTurances  have  we« 
that  ihe  ibmetimes  is  not  mifti^en,  or  not  in  this  very 
Age  of  ours  ? 

Methinks,  that,  amongft  other  Teftimonies  of  our  Im« 
betillity,  this  ought  not.  to  be  forgotten,  that   q^j^  htconfiL 
Man  cannot,  by  his  own  Delire,  find  out   (y^fhiJis 
what  is  neceflary  for  him ;  that,  neither  in   T>efirts  a  ^ 
Fruition,  nor  in  Imagination  and  Wifli,  we   ^^^rf" 
can  agree  aboyt  what  we  want  to  content     '  **^^^' 
us.    If  we  leave  it  to  our  own  Thought,  to  cut  out,  and 
make  up  as  it  pleaie  :  It  cannot  fo  much  as  defire  what  is 
proper  for  it,  and  iatisfy  itfelf. 

— — — —  quid  emm  ratione  timemuf 
Aut  citpimus  ?  ^uid  Sam  dextro  ped$  eoncipis^  ut  te 
ConatAs  nen  pam$eat^  votiqui  peraiii '  ? 

i.  e. 

How  void  of  Reafon  are  our  Hopef  an^  Fears ! 
What  in  the  Progress  of  our  Life  appears 
So  well  defign'd,  fo  dext*roufly  begun, . 
But,  when  we  have  our  Wiih,  we  wifli  undone^ 

And  therefore  it  was,  that  Soeraies  begged  nothii^  of  cho 

Gods,  but  what  they  knew  to  be  hdk  for 

him:  And  the  Prayers  of  the  Z^r#<^S(M^^M^, 

both  private  and  public,  were  only  to  obtain   *   ^'\      ' 

Things  Good  and  Fair,  referring  the  Choice  pf  them  .to 

the  Difcretion  of  the  Supreme  Power. 

Z  2  •  Ccn- 

^  Juv.  Sat.  X.  V.  4,  y!f. 
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Cof^ugium  pitimusy  partumque  UxmSj  at  illis 
Notm  quipMeri^  qualifquefutttrajlt  Uxor  K 

VTt  pray  for  Wives  and  Children,  they  above 
Know  only,  when  we  have  them,  what  they'll  prove.. 

And  CbrifiiMS  pray  to  God,  that  bis  fFiU  may  be  iom  \ 
that  they  may  not  fall  into  the  Inconvenience  the  Poet 
feigns  of  King  Mdas.    «  He  prayed  to  the  Gods,  that 

*  dl  he  touched  might  be  turned  into  Goli :  His  Prayer 
«  was  heard  i  his  Wine  Was  Gold^  his  Bread  was  GM^  and 
«  the  Feathers  of  his  Bed,  his  Shirt,  and  Cloaths  were 

*  turned  into  Gold  \  fo  that  he  found  himfelf  ruined  with 
the  Fruidon  of  his  Defire,  and,  be'mg  inrichcd  mth  an  in- 
tolerable Wealth,  was  fain  to  unpray  his  Prayers. 

jttofutus  navitate  maliy  divefque^  miferquCj 
Ejffugere  optat  opesy  et  qus  modo  vovcrat^  odis  \ 

i.  €• 

Aftonifh'd  at  the  Strangenefs  of  the  IIU 

To  be  fo  Rich,  yet  muerable  ftill ; 

He  wilhes  now  he  could  his  Wealth  evade. 

And  hates  the  Thing  for  which  before  he  prayM. 

To  inftance  in  rnvfelf ;  bebg  young,  I  defired  of  For- 
The  OrJkr  •f  ^^^^  MOve  all  Things,  'the  Order  of  St.  JMi- 
St.  Michael  cboily  which  was  then  the  utmoft  Diftinftion 
rf^gkEfiitm  of  Honour  among  the  Frencb  Noblefie,  and 
in  Fraftcc.  ^^  ^^^^  gj^^  pleafantlv  gratified  my  Long- 
ing ;  Inftead  of  hufing  me,  and  linins  me  up  from  my 
own  Place  to  attain  to  it,  ihe  was  much  kinder  to  me,  for 
Ihe  brought  it  fo  low,  and  made  it  fo  cheap,  that  it  (loop- 
ed down  to  my  Shoulders,  and  lower.  ^  Cleobis  and  Bi- 
ton^  ^ropbontus  and  jigamedes  %  having  reqiiefted,  the  two 
firft  of  their  Goddefs,  the  two  laft  of  their  God,  a  Recom- 
penci  Worthy  oftbeir  Piety ^  had  Death  for  a  Reward  :  So 
difiering  from  ours  are  the  heavenly  Opinions  concerning 

what 

€  Juvenal.  Sat.  x.  v.  3529  153. 

^  OvicL  Metam.  Ub.  ».  Fab.  3.  v.  43,  ^c. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  and  xiiL 

^  Plutarcl^i  Confolation  to  Afdhnius  on  the  Death  of  hit  Son* 
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v^hat  is  fit  for  us.  God  might  grant  us  Riches^  Honours, 
Life,  and  even  Health,  fometimes,  to  our  own  Hurt; 
£>r  every  Thing  that  is  pleafing  to  us,  is  not  always 
wholefome  for  us  :  If  he  fends  us  Death,  or  an  Increafe 
Sicknefs,  inilead  of  a  Cure,  Virga  tua^  ii  baculus  tuus^ 
^fa  me  cot^oUua  fimt.  ^ ;  'Thy  Rod  and  tkf  Siaff  have  com- 
forted me :  He  does  it  by  the  Rule  of  his  Providence, 
which  better  and  more  ootainly  difcerns  what  is  proper 
for  us,  than  we  can  do ;  and  we  oueht  to  take  it  in  ^ood 
Part,  as  coming  from  a  moft  wite  and  moft  gracious 
Hand. 

—    ■         Si  confiUum  visj  \ 
P&mittes  ^Jis  expendere  numimbus  ^d 
Conveniat  noUs^  rebufquejk  utile  noftris ; 
Oarier  efi  ilBs  bomoy  quamJlH  "• 

$•  e. 

m 

If  thou'lt  be  rurd»  leave  to  the  Gods,  in  PrayVs, 
To  weigh  what's  fit  for  us  in  our  AfiSurs ; 
For  Man  to  them,  by  infinite  Desrees, 
Than  he  is  to  himfeli,  far  dearer  is. 

For  to  require  Honours  and  Commiifions  is  to  re- 
quire that  he  may  throw  you  into  a  Battle,  fet  you  upon 
a  Caft  at  Dice,  or  lomething  of  the  like  Nature,  whereof 
die  Iflue  is  to  you  unknown,  and  the  Confequence  doubt- 
ful. There  is  no  fo  Iharp  and  violent  Dimuce  amongft 
the  Philoibphers,  as  about  the  Queftion  of  the  Sovereigm 
Good  of  Man ;  which,  by  the  Calculation  of  Farro^  gave 
Birth  to  Two  hundrdi  and  fourfcore  Sefts.  "  ^  auiem 
defummo  bono  dijfenHt^  de  totd  PbUofopbi^e  raiione  dijputai : 
For  whoever  enters  into  Controverqr  concerning;  the  Su- 
preme Good,  difputes  upon  the  whole  Sy(ten  of  Phi- 
lofophy. 

^res  mibi  convivdt  frope  dijfentire  videntur^ 
Pofcentes  vario  nmltum  diverfa  palate j 
^id  dem  ?  ^id  mm  dem  ?  Renuis  tu  quodjubet  alter  % 
^odpetisy  id  fane  efi  invifmn^  aeidetmque  duobns  \ 

Z  3  I,  e. 


1  P£a.  xxiii.  4.  "  Jov.  Sat.  x.  v.  312,  f^c.  'Ck.de  Fin. 

lib.  V.  c  5*  I      "  Hot.  lib.  ii.  Epift.  z.  r.  619  fie*. 
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Methinks  Tve  Three  invited  to  a  Feaft,  <  - 

A  difF'rent  Folate  too  has  ev'ry  Guefl:, 
.  Requiring  each  to  gratify  his  Tafte ; : 
To  pleafe  diem  all»  what  Dilhes  Ihall  I  chufe  ?  ^ 

What  not  ?  What  he  prefers,  you  Two  refqfe ; 
What  you  yourfelf  approve,  offends  tlieir  Si^t» 
Will  mar  their  Meal,  and  pall  their  Appetite. 

^ch  muft  naturally  be  the  Anfwer  to  their  Contelts  and 
Debates.  Some  fay,  that  our  Well-being  confifts  in  Vir^ 
tuij  others  in  Pkafure^  others  in  fubmitting  to  Nature  % 
one  in  Knowledge^  another  in  being  exempt  from  Paiih 
another  in  not  fuffering  ourfelves  to  be  carried  away  by 
Jppearances ;  and  this  Fancy  ieems  to  have  fome  Rela« 
tion  to  that  of  the  ancient  Pythagoreans. 

Nil  admirari  prope  res  eft  ana  Numicij 
Sola^ue  qua  pojfit  facer e^  etfervare  beatnm  ^ 

i.  e. 

Not  to  admire,  Numicus^  is  almoft  the  Beft, 

If  not  the  only  Means  to  make  and  keep  us  Bleft. 

Which  is  the  Drift  of  the  Pyrrbonian  Sedl.  Jrtftotk  attri* 
butes  the  Admiring  of  nothing  to  Magnanimity  :  And  Ar^ 
cefilaus  faid,  ^  that  Conilancy,  and  a  *>  right  inflexible  State 

*  of  Judgment,  were  a  real  Good  ;  but  Confent  and  Con- 

*  formity,  Vices  and  Evils  :*  'Tis  true,  that,  in  thus  cfta- 
blifliing  it  by  a  certain  Axiom,  he  quitted  Pyrrbonifm  \ 

The  PyrrhonianSj  when  they  fay,  that  the  Ataraxy, 
7be  Ataraxy  which  is  the  Immobility  of  Judgment,  is  the 
^f,^  Pynko-  Sovereign  Good^  do  not  defign  to  fpeak  it  af- 
^^^'  firmatively ;  but  that  the  fame  Motion  of  the 

Soul,  which  makes  them  avoid  Precipices,  and  take  Shel* 
terfrom  the  Air,  prefents  them  this  Fancy,  and  naakes 
them  refufe  another, 

Charaaer  of         ^^^  Toxxf^  do  I  wilh,  that,  whilft  I  live, 

Juft^li^fius.   «ifher  fome  other,  or  Juftus  Upfius^  the  moft 

.   '   learned  Man  now  living,  of  a  mofl:  polite  and 

judicious 

P  Hot.  lib.  L  Epift.  6.  v.  i,  2.        9  Sext  Empir.  Pyrr.  Hypot  lib.  i. 
^*  35*  P*  4^  \  Uem,  ibid^  1 
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judicious  Uhderftanding,  and  truly  rdembling  my  Tume- 
i$a^  had  both  the  Will,  and  Health,  and  Leifure  fufficiene, 
fincerely  to  colIe£t  into  a  Regifter,  according  ^/^^  ^^^ 
to  their  Divifions  and  Claffes,  as  many  as  are  Treati/e  0/tki 
to  be  found  of  the  Opinions  of  the  ancient  difinntSeas 
Philoft^hers,^  about  the  Subjaft  of  our  Being  ^f^^kfopheru 
and  ManoerSv  their  Controveriies,  the  Succdfion  and  Re^ 
putation  of  die  Sefks,  with  the  Applicatioa  of  the  Lives  of 
the  Authors^  and  their  DiTciples,  to  their  own  Precepts^ 
in  memorable  Accidents,  and  upon  exemplary  Occa(ions» 
What  a' beautiful  and  ufeful  Work  chat  would  be ! 

For,  if  it  be  from  our&lves,  that  we  are  td  extra£k  the 
Rules  of  our  Manners,  into  what  a  Confu-  ^^  Confufitm 
lion  do  we  throw  ourfelvcs }  For  that  which  intenvdchMeH 
our  Reaibn  advifes  us  to,  as  the  moil  proba-"  rm,  mhout  the 
ble,  is  generally  for  every  one  to  obey  the  ^g^^y^f 
JLaws  of  his  Country,  as  it  was  the  Advice  '^^"■^^^'• 
of  Sacrausj  infpired,  as  he  pretends  himfelf,  by  a  Divine 
Counfelr  And  what  does  this  mean,  but  that  our  Duty 
has  no  other  Rule  but  what  is  accidental  i  Truth  ought  to 
have  a  like  and  univerial  Vifage :  If  Man  could  know 
Equity  and  Juftice,  that  it  had  a  Body ^  and  a  true  Being, 
he  would  not  fetter  it  to  the  Conditions  of  this  Country,^ 
or  that :  It  would  not  be  from  the  Whinifies  of  the  Per^ 
fiam  or  Indians^  that  Virtue  would  receive  its  Form. 

There  is  nothing  more  fubjedt  to  perpetual  Agitation 
than  the  Laws.     Since  I  was  bom,  I  have   imvsfuhjia 
known  thofe  of  the  EngUJh^  our  Neighbours,    to  cminud  • 
three  or  four  Times  changed,  not  only  in   ^W^^- 
Matters  of  Chil  Regimtn^  which  is  the  only  Thing  where- 
in  Conftancy  is  difpenied  with,  but  in  the  mdft  important 
Subjed  that  can  be,  namely.  Religion:  At  which  I  am 
vexed  and  afliamed,  becaufe  it  is  a  Natiott,^  with  whom 
thofe  of  my  Province  have^  fiM'merly  had  fo  great  Fami* 
liarity,  that  there  yet  renaain,  in  my  Family^  fome  Foot- 
fteps  of  our  ancient  Kindr^.     And  herci  with  us  at^ 
Home,  I  have  known  a  Thing,  that  was  Capiul,  to  be- 
come lawful ;  and  we  that  horn  others,  are  likewife,  ac- 
cording to  the  Chance  of  War,  in  a  Poffibility  of  being 

Z  4  found, 
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found,  one  Day,  guilty  of  High-Treafon,  both  againft 
God  and  Man,  Ihould  the  Jomce  of  our  Anns  £dl  uio 
the  Power  of  Injufiice,  and,  after  a  few  Years  Poflfefliony 
cake  a  quite  contrary  Being.  How  could  that  ancient 
God '  more  clearly  accufe  the  Ignorance  of  human  Know- 
ledge concerning  the  Divine  Being,  and  give  Men  to  un* 
derftand,  that  their  Religion  was  but  a  Thing  of  their 
own  Contrivance,  u&ful  as  a  Bound  to  their  Society,  than 
by  declaring,  as  he  did  to  thofe  who  came  to  his  Tripod 
for  Inftrudion,  *  That  every  one's  true  Worfhip  was  that 
^  which  he  found  in  Ufe  in  the  Place  where  he  chanced 
*  to  be  ? '  O  God,  what  infinite  Obligation  have  we  to  the 
Bounty  of  our  Sovereign  Creator,  for  having  purged  our 
Belief  from  thofe  wandering  and  arbitrary  Devotions,  and 
for  having  placed  it  upon  the  Eternal  Foundation  of  his 
Holy  Word  !  But  what  will  then  Fhilofophy  fay  to  us  in 
thb  Neceflity,  that  we  muft  follow  the  Laws  of  our  Coun* 
cry  ?  That  is  to  fay,  the  floating  Sea  of  the  Opinions  of  a 
Republic,  or  a  Prince,  that  will  paint  out  Juilice  for  me 
in  as  many  Colours,  and  reform  it  as  many  Ways  as  there 
are  Changes  of  Paffions  in  themfelves.  I  cannocfufier  my 
Judgment  to  be  fo  flexible :  Where  is  the  Goodnefs  of  a 
Thing,  which  I  faw  Yefterday  in  Repute,  and  To-morrow 
in  none,  and  which,  on  the  Crofling  of  a  River,  fliall  be- 
come a  Crime  ?  What  Truth  is  it  that  thefe  Mountains 
inclofe,  but  is  a  Lye  to  the  World  beyond  them  ? 

But  they  are  pleafant,  when,  to  give  fome  Certainty  to 
Naturaliawj,  ^^  Laws,  they  fay,  *  that  there  are  fome 
mfkttbir  ten-  ^  firm,  perpetual,  and  unchangeable,'  which 
^^^uf*^  they  call  Natural^  *  that  are  iniprintcd  in 
^^^    *  •  human  Kind  by  the  Condition  or  their  own 

^  Eflence  \^  and  thole  fome  reckon  three,  fome  four,  fome 
more,  fome  le(s ;  a  Sign  that  it  is  a  Mark  as  doubtful  as 
the  reft.  Now,  they  arc  fo  unfortunate  (for  what  can  I 
call  it  elfe  but  Misfortune,  when,  of  fo  infinite  a  Number 
of  Laws,  there  ihould  not  be  found  one,  at  leaft,  that . 
Fortune,  and  the  Temerity  of  Chance,  has  fufiered  to  be 
univcrfally  received;  by  the  Confent  of  all  Nations  ?)  they 

;  .  ..     •  are. 
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are,  I  fay,  fo  miferable,  that,  of  thefe  three  or  four  feledb 
Laws,  there  is  not  one  that  is  not  contradifted  and  dif- 
i>wned,  not  only  by  one  Nation,  but  by  many.  Now, 
the  only  likely  Sign  by  which  they  can  prove  any  Laws 
to .  be  Natural,  is  the  Uniyerfality  of  Approbation ;  for 
we  fliould,  without  Doubt,  all  agree  to  follow  that  which 
Nature  had  truly  ordained  us  1  and  not  only  every  Na- 
tion, but  evenr  particular  Man  would  refent  the  Force 
and  Violence  tnat  any  one  fhould  do  him,  who  would  put 
him  upon  any  Thing  contrary  to  this  Law.  Let  them 
produce  me  but  one  of  this  Condition. 
.  Frotagmras  and  Arifio  gave  no  other  Eilence  to  the  Juf- 
tice  of  Laws,  than  *  the  Authority  and  Opi-  <rhe  Fomuia' 
^  nion  of  the  Leg^flator,  and  that,  thefe  laid   tionofthejup- 

*  afide,  the  Thin^  honeft  and  good  would  '^^'e^^*^'- 
^  loie  their  Qualities,  and  remain  empty  Names  of  Things 

*  indifierent.'    ^hrafymachus^  in  Flato^  is  of  Opinion,  that 

*  there  is  no  other  Right  but  the  Convenience  of  the  Supe- 
^  rior.*  There  is  not  any  Thing  wherein  the  WorH  is  fo 
various,  as  in  Laws  and  Cuftoms  \  fuch  a  Thing  is  abo- 
minable here,  which  is  elfewhere  in  Efteem,  as  in  Lace-- 
d^tmmoj  the  Dexterity  of  Stealing  :  Marriages  within  the 
Degrees  of  Confanguinity  are  capitally  interdi&ed  among 
us  i  they  are  ellewhere  in  Honour. 

■         Gentes  ejfe  feruntur^ 
In  ^mhus  et  nato  genilrixy  et  nata  Parentis 
'  Jujigitury  et  pietas  geminato  crefcii  amove  \ 

/.  e. 

There  are  fome  Nations  in  the  World,  'tis  fald. 
Where  Fathers  Daughters,  Sons  their  Mothers  wed  ; 
And  their  AfFedhons  (till  do  higher  rife. 
More  firm  and  conftant  by  thefe  double  Ties. 

The  Murder  of  Infants,  Murder  of  Fathers,  Communi- 
cation of  Wives,  Traffic  of  Robberies,  Licence  in  all 
Sorts  of  Voluptuoufnefs :  In  (horr,  there  is  nothing  fo 
extreme,  that  is  not  allowed  by  the  Cuftom  of  fome  Na- 
tion or  other. 

It 

(  Ovid.  Metam.  1.  x.  Fab.  9.  v.  34. 
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It  is  tx>  be  believed,  that  there  are  Natural  Laws,  as 
Tbofe  rf  No-  ^c  fee  in  other  Creatures,  but  in  us  they  are 
mr€  left  amei^  loft  :  This  fine  human  Reafon,  every-where 
^^  fo  infinuating  itfelf  to  govern  and  command^ 

as  to  fhuffle  and  confound  the  Face  of  Things^  according 
to  its  own  Vanity  and  Inconftancy/  NiJbil  isaqui  am^ 
fliks  nofirum  eft  \  quod  ncfttUm  dico^  ariis  ift :  Therefore 
nothing  is  any  more  truly  ours  ;  what  we  call  ours  is  the 
EfieA  of  Art.  SubjeAs  have  diverfe  Luftres,  and  diverie 
Confiderations ;  and  from  thence  the  Diverfity  of  Opi'^ 
nions  principally  proceeds  :  One  Nation  conHders  a  Sub* 
jeft  in  one  AfpeA,  and  ftops  there  y  another  takes  it  in 
auiothcr  View. 

There  is  nothing  (b  horrible  to  be  imagined,  as  for  a 
Tife  Bodies  of    ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^**  Father ;  yet  the  People  of 

timr  deeeafed       Old,    whofc   Cuftom  it  WaS  fo  tO  dO,    lookcd 

Fathers  eaten  upon  it  as  a  Tcftimony  of  Piety,  and  good 
^^Z^^^*  Affeftion,  meaning  thereby  to  give  their  Pro^ 
*^^*  genitors  the  moft  worthy  and  honourable  Se- 
pulture "* ;  lodging  in  themfelves,  and,  as  it  were,  in  their 
own  Marrow,  the  Bodies  and  Reliques  of  their  Fathers  ^ 
and,  in  fome  fort,  vivifying  and  regenerating  them,  by 
Tranfmutation,  into  their  living  Flcfh,  by  Means  of  Nou- 
riOiment  and  Digeftion.  It  is  eafy  to  confider,  what  a 
Cruelty  and  Abomination  it  muft  have  appeared  to  Men 
poflefTed  and  tinftured  with  this  Superilicion,  to  throw 
their  Parents  Remains  to  the  Corruption  of  the  Earth, 
and  the  Nourifliment  of  Beafts  and  Worms. 

Lycurgus  confidered,  in  Theft,  the  Vivacity,  Diligence, 
Theft  allonved  Boldncfs,  and  Dexterity  of  purloining  any 
fy  Lycurgus,  Thing  from  our  Neighbours,  and  the  Utility 
andnvhy.  that  rcdoundcd  to  the  Public,  that  every  one 

might  look  more  narrowly  to  the  Prefervation  of  what 
was  his  own  ;  and  believed,  that,  from  this  double  Infti- 
tution  of  AfTaulting  and  Defending,  an  Advantage  ac- 
crued to  military  Difcipline,  (which  was  the  principal 
Science  and  Virtue,  to  which  he  aimed  to  inure  that  Na- 
tion) of  greater  Confideration  than  the  Difordcr  and  In- 
juftice  of  taking  another's  Man's  Goods. 

DiotrffiuSy 

"  Sext.  Empir.  Pyrr,  Hypou  lib.  w.  c.  24.  p.  157. 


Bionxfius^  the  Tyrant,  offered  Plato  a  Robe  of  the  Per^ 
JUttL  F'afliion,  lonfc  4^^^9  ^'^^  perfumed,  j perfumed 
Phao  refafed  it,  wying,  *  ^  That,  being  born  mtujufidl^ 
^  a  Man,  he  would  not  willingly  drew  him-  Plato,  otidM^ 
«  ielf  in  Woman's  Cloathsj^  hMt  Arifiippus  '^^h^- 
accepted  it,  with  this  Anfwer,  *  That  no  Ac-  ^^^ 
*^  coutrement  could  corrupt  a  chafte  Courage/  Hii 
Friends  reproaching  him  with  Meannefs  of  Spirit^  for 
laying  it  no  more  to  Heart,  that  Dionyjius  had  fpit  in  his 
Face :  ^  ""  Fifhermen,  faidbt^  fufier  themfelves  to  be  dalh- 
^  ed  with  the  Waves  of  the  Sea,  from  Head  to  Foot,  to 
^  catch  a  Gudgeon/  Diogenes  was  wafliing  Cabbages, 
and,  feeing  him  pafs  by,  ^  If  thou  couldft  live  on  Cab^ 
•  bage,  faid  be^  thou  wouldft  not  fawn  upon  a  Tyrant  ^.* 
To  whom  Ariftippus  replied,  ^  And,  if  thou  kneweft  how 
^  to  live  amongft  Men,  thou  Wouldfl:  not  be  wafhing 
^  Cabbages.*  Thus  Reafon  finds  a  Colour  for  diverfe 
Effefts  :  'Tis  a  Pot  with  two  Ears,  that  a  Man  may  take 
by  the  right  or  left. 

— helium^  t  terra  bofpita^  port  as  ^ 

Selh  armantur  equi ;  helium  bac  armenta  minantur  : 
Sed  tamen  iidem  otim  curru  fuccedere  fueti 
j^uadrapedes^  etfrdenajugo  concordia  ferre^ 
Spes  eft  pads  ". 

a 

t»  e* 

A  War  this  foreign  Land  feems  to  declare, 
Horfes  are  arm*d  for.  Herds  do  threaten  War ; 
And  yet  thefe  Brutes  having  with  Patience  bore 
The  Yoke,  and  yielded  to  the  Reins  before. 
There's  Hopes  of  Peace. 

S^&»,  being  importuned,  by  his  Friends,  not  to  fhed 
powerlefs   and   unprofitable  Tears    for  the    Solon'/ TV^rx 
Death  of  his  Son  :    *  It  is  for  that  Reafon  >•  '^'  ^'^^^ 
^  that  I  the  more  juftly  fhed  them, /^;V  ife^    ofhu^n. 
*  becaufe  they  are  *  unavailing  and  unprofitable.*    So- 

crates^s 

"^  Diog.  Laert*  in  the  Life  di  Arifttppus^  lib.  ii.  fe£l,  78. 

*  Idem»  ibid.  feft.  67. 

y  Idem,  ibid.  feft.  68.  and  Hon  lib.  i.  Ep.  17.  y.  13^  lie* 

*  iEneid.  lib.  iii.  v.  539,  £*fr. 

*  Diog,  Laert^  in  the  Life  oiSclcn,  lib.  i.  (e^»  63. 
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draus^s  Wife  cxafpcratcd  her  Grief  by  this  Circumftance, 
The  MoMrmng  *  Oh,  how  unjufUy  do  thefc  wicked  Judge* 
tfSocnx^s  <  put  him  to  Deaths  '  *  *  Why,  r^Ued  be^ 
^'fi'  *  hadft  thou  rather  they  (hould  juftly  cm- 

^  cute  me  ? '  We  have  our  Ears  bored ;  the  Grtelu  look* 
cd  upon  that  as  a  Mark  of  Slavery "' :  We  retire  ia  pii-. 
vate  to  enjoy  our  Wives  \  the  Indians  do  it  in  piib^  ^ : 
The  Scythians  facrificed  Stranger;  in  their  Temples  *;  elie* 
where  Temples  are  a  Refuge. 

Inde  furor  vulgij  quid  famina  victnarumf 
Odit  qui/que  locus ^  cum  folos  credaS  babendos 
Effe  DeoSy  quos  ipfe  coliS  ^ 

i.  e. 

This  'tis  that  Spite  and  vulgar  Spleen  creates. 
That  all  their  Neighbours  Gods  each  City  hates  ; 
Each  calls  the  other's  God  a  fenfelefs  Stock  ; 
Its  bwn  Divine,  tho'  carv'd  from  the  fame  Block.' 

I  have  heard  of  a  Judge,  that  where  he  read  a  fharp  Con- 
flidt  betwixt  Bartolus  and  BalduSy  and  fome  Point  contro- 
verted with  many  Contrarieties,  he  wrote  in  the  Margin 
of  his  Book,  A^uifiionfor  a  Friend  \  that  is  to  fay,  mat 
Truth  was  there  fo  perplexed  and  difputed,  that,  in  fuck 
a  Caufe,  he  might  favour  which  of  the  Parties  he  thought 
fit :  *Twas  only  for  Want  of  Wit  and  Capacity,  that  he 
did  not  write,  A  Slueftionfor  a  Friend^  throughout.  The 
Advocates  and  Judges  of  our  Times  find  Biafs  enough, 
in  all  Caufes,  to  accommodate  them  to  what  they  them- 
felves  think  fit :  In  fo  infinite  a  Science,  depending  upon 
the  Authority  of  fo  many  Opinions,  and  fo  arbitrary  a 
Subjeft,  it  cannot  be,  but  that,  of  Neceffity,  an  extreme 

Con- 

*  Diog,  Laert.  in  the  Life  ofSocratUy  lib.  iL  feft.  35. 
«  Sext,  Exnpir.  Pyrrh.  Hypot.  lib.  iii.  c.  24.  p.  152. 
*■  Idein,  ibid.  liS.  i.  €.14.  p.  30* 

•  Idem,  ibid. 

'  Juv.  Sat.  XV.  V.  37. 

«  7«wWfpcaIcs  here  ofEgyfty  where,  hefays^  the  People  were  iiuaged 
ap:axnft  one  another,  to  the  M  Degree,  becaufe  fome  woHhipped  Deides, 
whom  others  abhorred,  ^r.  And  do  we  not  fee,  that  the  Chriftians^  dK/ 
they  worftiip  but  one  and  the  fame  only  God,  the  Creator  of  the  Heaveos, 


and  the  Rafth,  are  no  lefs  inraged  one  againft  another,  becaufe  fome  of 
them  believe  in  certain  Things,  which  others  of  1 


of  them  cannot. 
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Confulion  of  Judgments  muft  arife.  There  is  alfo  hard- 
ly any  Suit  fo  clear,  wherein  Opinions  do  not  differ ; 
what  one  Court  has  determined,  another  determines  quite 
contrary,  and  itfelf  contrary  to  that  at  another  Time  :  Of 
which  we  iee  very  frequent  Examples,  by  this  Licenfe, 
which  is  a  manrellous  Blemifh  to  the  ceremonious  Autho- 
rity and  Luftre  of  our  J  uftice,  not  to  ftick  to  Sentences, 
but  to  run  from  Judge  to  Judge,  to  decide  one  and  the 
fame  Caufe.  As  to  the  Liberty  of  philofbphical  Opinions 
concerning  Vice  and  Virtue,  'tis  a  SubjeA  not  neceflary 
to  be  expatiated  upon,  and  wherein  are  found  many  Opi- 
nions, that  are  better  concealed,  than  publifhed  to  weak 
Minds  :  t  Arce/Hatts  faid,  *  that,  in  Fornication,  it  was  no 
*  Matter  wheie,  or  with  whom,  it  was  committed  */  Es 
ch  obfcctnas  voluptattSy  fi  na$ura  requirit^  non  genere^  aui 
hcoj  out  ordiney  fedformd^  atate^  figura  metiendas  Epicurus 
pHiat — Ni  amares  qmdemfanSos  afapimU  alunos  effs  crbt- 
irmUur  \ — ^tueramns  ad  quam  ufque  atatem  juvenes  amamS 
Jint.  ^  And  obfcene  Pleafures,  if  Nature  requires,  Epi-- 
^  curus  thinks  are  not  to  be  meafured,  either  by  Race^ 
^  Place,  or  Rank,  but  by  Age,  Shape,  and  Beauty.-— 
^  Neither  are  Sacred  Amours  thought  to  be  foreign  to 
'  wife  Men ; — ^Wc  are  to  inquire  till  what  Age  young 
^  Men  are  to  be  loved  ^.'  Thefe  two  laft  Stoical  Quota- 
tions, and  the  Reproach  ^^t^ jyicaarchus  threw  in  the 
Teeth  of  Plato  himfelf,  upon  this  Account^  fhew  how 
much  the  foundeft  Philofophy  indulges  Licenfes  that  are 
exceffive,  and  very  remote  from  the  common  Ufiincc* 
Laws  derive  their  Authority  from  Poffeflion  and  Ufance : 
'Tis  dangerous  to  trace  them  backward  to  larrjQ^  autbo- 
(heir  Beginning ;  they  grow  great,  and  en-  nfijf  fy  Cuf- 
noble  themfelves,  like  our  Rivers,  by  run-  ^'''^• 
ning :   But  follow  them  upward  to  their  Source,  'tis  but 

a 

^  Fbuartlft  Dialogue  of  the  Rules  and  Maxims  of  Health,  c.  5. 
i  Cic  Tufc.  lib.  V.  c.  33. 
,  ^  Cic.  de  Fin.  Bon.  et  A^.  lib.  iii.  c.  2.  Senec.  Epifl.  123. 

*  In  all  the  Editions  oiMmttaigne^  as  well  as  in  Mr.  Cot  tori's  Tranflation, 
'tis  printed  Diogarc^,  inftead  01  Dic^tarcbMs^  which,  undoubtedly,  is  the 
ri^  Name,  as  appears  from  the  Pai&gje  of  CicciQ,  Tufc.  ^fft-  lib. iv. 
c.  33  and  34.  where  he  fays,  that  the  Pmloibphers,  and  particularly  Fltao^ 
were  jufUy  blamed,  by  Dicaarcbus^  for  approving  of  Amours  with  Boys. 
I 
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a  little  Spring,  fcarce  difcernible,  that  thus  fwells»  and 
fortifies  icfelf  by  growing  old.  Do  but  confolt  the  an- 
cient  Confiderations,  that  gave  the  firft  Motion  to  this  &* 
mous  Torrent)  fo  full  of  Dignity,  Horror,  and  Reverence, 
you  will  find  them  fo  flight  and  delicate,  that  it  is  no  Won- 
der, if  thefe  People,  who  weigh  and  reduce  every  Thing 
to  Reafon,  and  who  admit  nothing  by  Authority,  or  up- 
on Truft,  have  their  Judgments  very  remote  from  thofe 
of  the  Public.  It  is  no  Wonder,  if  People,  who  take  their 
Pattern  from  the  firft  Image  of  Nature,  fhould,  in  moft  of 
their  Opinions,  fwerve  from  the  common  Path  :  As  for 
Example,  few,  amongft  them,  approved  of  the  ftrift  Con- 
ditions of  our  Marriages,  and  moft  of  them  were  for  hav* 
ing  Wives  in  common,  and  without  Obligation :  They  rt^ 
fufed  our  Ceremonies.  Cbryfippus  faid,  ^  That  a  certain 
^  Philofopher  would  have  made  a  dozen  Somerfaults,  and 
*  turned  up  his  Tail,  without  his  Breeches,  for  a  Dozen 
^  of  Olives.'  That  Philofopher  would  hardly  have  ad- 
vifed  CalMbenes  to  have  refuled  Hippoctidis  the  fair  ^ir-. 
rifta^  his  Daughter  \  for  having  feen  him  ftand  on  his 
Head  upon  a  Table.  Mttrochs  let  a  Fart,  a  little  ind^- 
erectly,  in  Difputation,  in  the  Prefence  of  his  Scholars, 
and  l(q>t  himfelf  hid  in  his  own  Houfe  for  Shame,  till 
Crates  came  to  vifit  him  ",  who,  adding  to  his  Confola^ 
tions  and  Reafons  the  Example  of  his  own  Liberty,  icU 
to  fart  with  him,  who  ftiould  let  moft  i  by  which  Means 
he  cured  him  of  that  Scruple,  and  withal  drew  him  to  hia 
own  Stoical  Sed,  from  that  more  polite  one  of  the  Peripa-^ 
titles^  of  which  he  had  been  till  then.  That  which  we 
call  Decency,  to  be  afraid  to  do  that  in  public,  which  it 
is  decent  enough  to  do  in  private,  the  Strict  call  Folly, 
and  to  be  fo  modeft  as  to  conceal  and  difown  what  Na« 
ture,  Cuftom,  and  our  Defires  publifh  and  proclaim  of  our 
Aftions,  they  reputed  a  Vice.  The  other  thought  it  wa$ 
undervaluing  the  Myfteries  of  Venus^  to  draw  them  out  of 
her  private  Oratory,  to  expofe  them  to  the  View  of  the 
People ;  and  that  to  bring  her  Sports  out  from  behind 
the  Curtain,  was  to  fpoil  them  :  Modefty  is  a  Thing  ol 

Wei^t : 

■  Herodot.  lib.  vi,  p.  428,  429,  430, 

*  Sec  the  Life  ofMerroclii,  in  Diag.  Latrt.  lib.  vl  fc6t  94, 


Ch.  XII.  An  Apology  for  Raimond  de  Sebonde.     351 

Weight :  Secrecy,  Refervation,  and  Circumfcription  are 
Qualities  c6  be  efteemed ;'  and  Pleafure  did  very  inge- 
moufly,  when,  under  the  Vifor  of  Virtue^  (he  fucd  not  to 
be  proftituted  iti'the  open  Streets,  trodden  under  Foot, 
and  expofed  to  the  public'  View,  being  deftitute  of  the 
Dignity  and  Convenience  of  her  private  Cabinets.  Hence 
fome  fay,  that  to  put  down  public  Stews  is  not  only 
to  difperfe  the  Fornication  into  all  Places  that  was  coo* 
fined  to  one,'  but,  moreover,  to  incite  wild  and  idle  Peo^ 
pie  to  this  Vict^  by  the  Difficulty  of  coming  at  it* 

Macbus  is  Aifiii^  qui  vir^  Cervine^  fuifii  > 
BivaUs  fuerat  qui  luus^  Ule  vir  efi : 
.  Cur  dliena  ^l^cet .  tiiij  qiue  iua .  mn  placet  Uxor  ? 
Nunquia  fecurus  non  potes  arrigcre  ** ,? 

This  Experience  is  diverdfied  in  a  thoufand  Examples* 

Nullus  in  Urh  W4  qui  taMgen  v^Uet 

Uxonm  gratis^  Caeitiane^  t^am^ 
Dfm  licuip  :.  fsdmnc  pofitis  cufiodibus^  ingens 
.  .  ^urha  fmuiorum  efi.     Ingeniofus  homo  es  ^ 

A  Philofopher,  being  taken  in  the  very  A6t,  and  afked 
what  he  was  4oing«  coldly  replied,  I  am  planting  Man  \  no 
more  blufliinff  to  be  fo  caught,  than  if  they  had  found  him 
planting^Garnc. 

It  is,  I  fupppfe,  {put  of  a  tender  and  refpedful  Opinion, 
that  a  great  and  religious  Author  *>  thinks,  ^  this  hSi  is  fo 
^  neceuarity  bpuiid  to  Privacy  and  Shame,  that  he  cannot 

*  perfuade  hiaifelf  there  could  be  any  abfolute  Perform* 

*  ance  in  thofe  licentious  Embraces  of  the         r-.^..^^ 
«  Cynicsy  but  that  they  only  made  it  their  JvifSSl! 

*  Bufinefs  to  reprefent  Jafcivious  Geflures  j 

^  to  maintain  the  Impudence  of  their  Schools  Profeffion  : 
^  and  that,  to  ejed  what  Shame  had  with-held  and  confin-o 

*  ed,  it  was.  afterwards  necefTary  for  them  to  withdraw  into' 
^  the  Shade.^  But  he  had  not  feen  far  enough  into  their 
Debauches ;  for  Diogenes^  defiling  himfclf  in  public,  wifhed, 
in  the  Hearing  of  all  that  faw  him,  ^  that  he  could  fatiate 

'  himfclf 

•  Mart.  lib.  iii,  Epig.  70.         p  Mart.  lib.  i.  Epig.  74.       , 
1  St.  Auftin^  de  Civit.  Dei,  lib,  xiv.  c.  20, 
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*  himfelf  by  that  Excrcife'/   To  thofc  who  afked  him, 

*  Why  he  did  not  find  out  a  more  commodious  Place 

*  to  eat  in,  than  the  open  Street »'  he  made  Anfwer, 

*  •  Becaufe  I  am  hungry  in  the  open  Street.*  The  Wo- 
men '  Philofophersy  who  mixed  with  their  Seft,  mixed  alfo 
with  their  Perfons,  in  all  Places,  without  Refervadon : 
And  Hipparcbia  '  was  not  received  into  Craies\  Society, 
but  upon  Condition,  that  Ihe  Ihould,  in  all  Things,  fol- 
low the  Ufances  and  Cufloms  of  his  Rule.  Thefe  Philo- 
fophers  fet  a  great  Price  upon  Virtue,  and  renounce  all 
other  Difcipline  but  the  Moral :  And  yet,  in  all  Adions, 
they  attributed  the  fovereign  Authority  to  the  Eledion  of 
their  Sage,  and  above  the  Laws,  and  gave  no  other  Curb 
to  Voluptuoufnefs,  but  Moderation  oiuy,  and  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  the  Liberty  of  others. 

HeracUtus  and  Protagoras  (forafmuch  as  Wine  feemed 
PlnL>/Mer  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Sick,  and  pleafant  to  the  Sound, 
who^U^that  ^^^  Rudder  crooked  in  the  Water,  and  ftnught 
eue  oMd  \ih  whcn  out,  and  fuch-like  contrary  Appearances 
fame  Stdyea  as  are  found  in  Subjefts)  argued  from  thoice, 
J^^S      *  That  all  Subjefts  had,  in  themfelves,  the 

^  Caufes  of  thefe  Appearances ;   and  that 

<  there  was  fome  Bittemefs  in  the  Wine,  which  had  fome 

*  Sympathy  with  the  fick  Man's  Tafte ;  and  the  Rudder. 

<  fome  bending  Quality,  fympathifing  with  him  that  looks. 

*  upon  it  in  the  Water :'  And fo  otall  the  reft,  which  is 
to  fay,  ^  That  all  is  in  all  Things,  and  confequently  no* 

*  thing  in  any  one ;  for,  where  all  is,  there  is  nothing/ 
This  Opinion  put  me  in  mind  of  the  Experience  we 

have,  that  there  is  no  Senfe,  or  Alpeft,  of  any  Thing, 
whether  bitter  or  fweet,  ftraight  or  crooked,  that  human 
Wit  does  not  find  out  in  the  Writings  he  undertakes  to 
rhipureftWay  ^^n^ble  ovcr.  Ittto  the  cleaneft,  pureft,  and 
ofSpiokingy  mod  perfeft  Difcourfe  that  can  poffibly  be, 
tapahU  ofva-    how  many  Lyes  and  Falfities  are  there  fug- 

Ground  and  Teflimony  fufficient  to  make  it 

embraced 

»  Diogenes  the  Cynic^  in  his  Life  by  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  vi.  fed.  69. 

•  Idem,  ibid.  fed.  j8. 

«  Diog.  Laert,  in  her  Life,  hTi,  vi.  fed.  96,  97. 
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embraced  and  defended  ?  'Tis  for  this,  that  the  Authors 
of  fuch  Errors  will  never  depart  from  Proof  of  the  Tefti- 
mony  of  the.  Interpretation  of  Words;  A  Perfon  of  Dig- 
nity, who -would  prove  to  me,  by  Authority,  the  Search 
of  the  fhilofophers  Stone,  wherein  he  was,  7^  Fhikfo- 
over  Head  and  Ears,  engaged,  quoted  to  me,  phm  Stone  ap- 
lately,  five  or  fix  Paflages  in  the  Bible,  upon  t^^^^* 
which  he  faid  he  firfl:  founded  his  Attempt,  for  the  Dif- 
charge  of  his  Confcience  -,  (for  he  is,  by  Profcffion,  a  Di- 
vine) and,  in  Truth,  the  Invention  was  not  only  pleafant, 
but,  moreover,  very  well  accommodated  to  the  Defence 
of  this  fine  Science. 

By  this  Way  the  Reputation  of  divining  Fables  is  ac- 
quired :    There  is  no  Fortune-teller,   if  he    qu-^^^  j^,^^, 
have  this  Authority,  but,  if  a  Man  will  take    i„gs  eafilyfind 
the  Pains  to  fcarch  him,  and  narrowly  to  pry    Interpreter's 
into  all  the  Folds  and  Glofles  of  his  Words,    '^^^f^/^'"* 
he  may  make  him,  like  the  Sibyls^  fay  what 
he  will.    There  are  fo  many  Ways  of  Interpretation,  that 
it  will  be  hard  but  that,  either  obliquely,  or  in  a  direct 
Line,  an  ingenious  Wit  will  find  out,  in  every  Subjeft, 
fome  Air  that  will  ferve  for  his  Purpofe  :  Therefore  is  a 
cloudy  and  ambiguous  Stile  in  fuch  frequent  and  ancient 
Ufe  i  let  the  Author  but  make  himfelf  Mafter  of  this,  he 
may  attraft  and  imploy  Pofterity  about  his  Prediftions  ; 
which  not  only  his  own  Parts,  but  the  accidental  Favour 
of  the  Matter  itfelf,  may  as  much  or  more  aflift  him  to 
obtain.     Let  him,  as  to  the  reft,  exprefs  himfelf  after  a 
fooHfh,  or  a  fubtle  manner,  whether  obfcurely  or  contra- 
didtorily,  *tis  no  Matter;  a  Number  of  Wits,  fhakingand 
fifting  him,,  will  fqueefe  out  of  it  a  great  many  Forms, 
either  according  to  his  Meaning,  or  collateral,  or  contra-^ 
ry  to  it,  which  will  all  redound  to  his  Honour  :  He  will 
fee  himfelf  inriched  by  the  Means  of  his  Difciples,  like 
the  Regents  of  Colleges,  by  tbftir  Pypils  and  yearly  Pre-' 
fcnts.     This  it  is  which  has  jgiven  Reputation  to  many 
Things  of  no  worth  at  all;    that  has- brou'ght  feveral' 
Writings  in  Vogue,  and  given  them  all  Sorts  of  Matter 
that  can  be  defired  ;  pne  and  the  fame  Thing  receiving  a 

Vol,  II.  A  a thoufand 
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thoufand  and  a  thoufand  Images,  and  various  Confidera- 
tions,  nay,  even  as  many  as  we  plea£b. 

Is  it  podible,  chat  Hom^r  could  mean  to  fay  all  that  we 

Hofl^:  Homer  "^^^^  ^^^  '  *"^  ^^^  ^^  defigncd  fo  many, 

came  to  he  and  fo  various  Figures,  as  that  the  Di^ines^ 

ttckoned  the  Law- giver s,  Phiiofophers,  and  all  Sorts  of 

leader  of  all  ^^j^  ^j^^  ^^^^^  ^f  Sciences,  how  varioufly 

and  oppolitely  foever,  fliould  quote  hino,  and 
fupport  their  Arguments  by  his  Authority,  as  the  Mafter 
General  of  all  Offices,  Works,  and  Artifans,  and  Coun- 
fellor  General  of  all  Enterprifes  ?  Whoever  has  had  Oc- 
cadon  for  Oracles  and  Predidions,  has  there  found  fuffi- 
cient  to  ferve  his  Turn,  'Tis  a  Wonder  how  many,  and 
how  admirable  Occurrences,  a  learned  Friend  of  mine  has 
there  found  out  in  Favour  of  our  Religion,  who  cannot 
eafily  be  put  out  of  the  Conceit,  that  it  was  Hemer's  De- 
fign  ;  (yet  he  is  as  well  acquainted  with  this  Author^  as 
any  Man  of  his  Time)  and  what  he  has  found  in  Favour 
of  ours,  very  many,  anciently,  have  found  in  Favour  of 
theirs.  Do  but  obferve,  how  Plato  is  tumbled  and  toiled, 
every  one  thinking  it  an  Honour  to  apply  him  to  himfelf, 
^nd  to  fet  him  on  what  Side  they  pleate :  They  draw  him 
in,  and  ingraft  him  in  all  the  new  Opinions  the  World  re- 
ceives ;  and,  according  to  the  different  Courfe  of  Things, 
fet  him  in  Oppofition  to  himfelf :  Every  one  makes  him 
difavow,  according  to  his  own  Senfe*  the  Manners  and 
Cuftoms  which  were  lawful  in  his  Age,  becaufe  they  are 
unlawful  in  ours ;  and  all  this  with  Vivacity  and  Power, 
in  Proportion  to  the  Force  and  Sprightlinefs  of  the.  Wit 
of  the  Interpreter.  From  the  fame  Foundation  that  He- 
raclitus  and  this  Sentence  of  his  had,  « "*  That  all  Things 

•  had  in  them  thofe  Forms  which  we  difcerned,'  Democri^ 
tus  drew  a  quite  contrary  Conclufion  ^  namely,  *  That 

•  Subjeds  had  nothing  at  all  in  them  of  what  we  find  in 

•  them  5  and  becaufe  Honey  is  fweet  to  one,  and  bitter 
^  to  another,*  he  argued,  *  That  it  was  neither  fweet  nor 
*:  bitter.*    ^^  The  Pyrrb$niam  would  fay,   *  That  they 

*  knew 

••         •  ^ 

•  In  Scxt.  Emj»r.  Pyrrli.  Hypot.  lib.  i.  c.  23. 
.  ^  Idem,  advert.  Matliem*  p.  163. 
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*  knew  not  whether  it  is  fweet  or  bitter,  or  neither  the 

*  one,  ot  thfe  other •  or  both ;  *  for  thefe  always  afpire 
to  the  high  Point  ot  JDubitation.     '  The  C^renaics  held, 

*  That  Abthing  was  perceptible  from  without,  and  that 

*  thM  bhlv  was  perceptible,  which  internally  touched  us, 

*  a&  Grief  afid  Pleafure  -,  acknowledging  neither  Sounc^, 

*  nor  Colour,  but  certain  AfFedions  only  thax  we  receive 

*  from  them,  and  that  Man's  Judgment  had  no  other 

*  Seat/     "^  Protagdras  believed,   '  That  what  feemed  fo 

*  to  every  one,  was  true  to  every  one.'  The  Epicureans 
lodged  '  all  Judgment  in  the  Senfes,  and  in  the  Know- 
'  ledge  of  Things,  and  in  Pleafure.'    Plato  would  have 

*  the  Judgment  of  Truth,  and  Truth  itfelf  derived  from 
^  Opinions,  and  the  Senfes  to  appertain  to  the  Mind  and 

*  Thought.' 

This  Difcoiirfe  has  put  me  upon  the  Coofideratlon  of 
the  Senfes,  in  which  lies  the  greateft  Foun-  o«r  kmiv- 
dation  tnd  Proof  of  our  Ignorance  :  What-  iedge  canmences 
fOevcr  is  known,  is,  doubtlefe,  known  by  '^nd  urmUiates 
the  Ficulty  of  the  Knower  i  for,  feeing  the  ''^'^'^'^J"' 
Judgment  proceeds  from  the  Operation  of  him  tjiat 
judges,  'tis  all  Argument,  that  this  Operation  performs 
it  by  hjB  own  Means  ind  Will,  not  by  the  Conftraint  of 
anooier ;  as  it  would  happen,  if  we  knew  Things  by  the 
Power,  and  according  to  the  Law  of  their  Eflence  :  Now 
all  Knowledge  makes  its  Way  in  us  by  the  Senfes,  they 
ane  our  Mafters : 

via  qua  minuta  fidei 


.  ProKi^afert  bumanum  in  feSlus^  tempiaque  mentis  *. 

/.  e. 

The  ncarcft  Path  that  Certainty  can  find. 
By  which  to  occupy  the'Hum^n  Mind. 

Science  begins  by  them,  arid  is  refdlved  into  them  i  After 
all,  we  (hould  know  no  more  than  a  Stone,  if  we  did  not 
know,  that  there  is  Sound,  Smell,  Light,  Tafte,  Meafure, 
Weight,  Softnefs,  Hardnefs,  Sharpnefs,  Colour,  Smooth- 

A  a  2  nSfs, 

•  ...    * 

*  Cic.  Acad.  Quarfl.  life.  iv.  c.  7.        >'  Ideni,  ibid.  c.  46.       »  Lucret. 
Mk.  V.  V*  X03, 
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nefs.  Breadth,  and  Depth  :  Thefe  are  the  Platforms  and 
Principles  of  the  whole  Strudbure  of  our  Knowledjge ;  suid, 
according  to  fome.  Science  is  nothing  elfe  but  Schfe :  He 
that  could  make  me  contradift  the  Senfes,  would  have  me 
by  the  Throat,  he  could  not  make  me  go  further  back : 
The  Senfes  are  the  Beginning,  and  the  End  of  Human 
Knowledge. 

Invinies  prims  ab  fenfibus  ejfe  creatam 
Notitiam  verij  neque  fenfus  p^ffe  refelU : 
^id  majore  fide  porro  quam  jenfus  haberi 
Debet  •  ? 

i,  e. 

Of  Truth,  whate'er  Difcoveries  are  made. 
Are  by  the  Senfes  to  us  firft  conveyed  ; 
Nor  will  one  Senfe  be  baffled ;  for  on  what 
Can  we  rely  more  fafely  on  than  that  ? 

Let  us  attribute  to  them  the  leaft  we  can,  we  muft^ 
however,  of  Neceffity,  grant  them  this,  that  it  is  by  their 
Means  and  Mediation  that  all  our  Inftru£tion  makeis  its 
Way.    Cicero  lays,  '  ^  That  Chryfippus^  having  attempted 

*  to  extenuate  the  Force  and  Virtue  of  the  Senfes,  repie* 

*  fented  to  himfelf  Arguments,  and  fo  vehement  Oppdfi- 
^  tions  to  the  contrary,  that  he  could  not  be  fatisfied  in 

*  himfelf  therein  :'  Whereupon  Cameadesy  who  maintain* 
ed  the  contrary  Side,  boafted,  *  that  he  would  make  Ufe 
'  of  the  fame  Words  and  Arguments  that  Chry^fpus .hsd 

*  done,  to  controvert  and  confute  him  ^'  and  therefore 
thus  cried  out  againft  him,    '  ""  O  Wretch  !   Thy  own 

*  Force  has  deftroyed  thee.'  There  can  be  nothing  ab- 
furd  to  a  greater  Degree,  than  to  maintain,  that  Fire  docs 
not  warm,  that  Light  does  not  (hine,  and  that  there  is  no 
Weight  nor  Solidity  in  Iron,  which  are  Notices  conveyed 
to  us  by  the  Senfes ;  neither  is  there  Belief  nor  Know- 
ledge in  Man,  that  can  be  compared  to  that  for  Cer- 
tainty. 

Th^ 

«  Lucret.  lib.  ir.  v.  480,  481,-484,  485. 
^  Cic.  Acad.  Quaeft.  lib.  iv.  c.  27. 

^  Plutarch^  in  the  Contradiftious  of  the  Stoic  Philofophers,  c.  9* 
I 
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The  firft  Confideration  I  have  upon  the  Subje£t  of  the 
Senfes  is,  that  I  make  a  Doubt,  whether,  or  jy^^y  ^^/^j. 
no,  Man  be  furnifhed  with  all  the  natural  thsr  Man  have 
Senfcs.  I  fee  feveral  Animals,  who  live  an  all  the  Smfei. 
intire  and  perfect  Life,  fome  without  Sight,  others  with- 
out Hearing  :  Who  knows,  whether  to  us  alfo,  one,  two, 
or  three,  or  many  other  Senfes  may  not  be  wanting  ?  For, 
if  any  one  be  wanting,  our  Reafon  cannot  difcover  the 
Want  thereof  :  'Tis  the  Privilege  of  the  Senfes  to  be  the 
utmoft  Limit  of  our  Perception  :  There  is  nothing  be- 
yond them  that  can  affift  us  in  difcovering  them  j  nor 
can  any  one  Senle  difcover  the  Extent  of  another. 

yfo  potermt  ocubs  aures  reprehendere,  an  aures 
TaSuSj  tin  hum  porro  ta£lnm  fapor  arguet  oris. 
An  confutabtint  nares-,  oculive  rtvincent  *  ? 

i.  e. 
Can  Ears  the  Eyes,  the  Touch  the  Ears  corred  i 
Or  is  that  Touch  by  Tafting  to  be  check'd  : 
Or  th' other  Senfes,  (hall  the  Nofe,  or  Eyes, 
Confute  in  their  peculiar  Faculties  ? 
They  all  make  the  extremeft  Limits  of  our  Ability. 

-r feorfum  euiqiie  pelejlas 

Divifa  ejl,  fua  vis  cuifue  <fi '. 

i.  e. 
Each  has  its  Power  diftinftly,  and  alone. 
And  every  Senfc's  Power  is  its  own. 

It  is  impoflible  to  make  a  Man,  born  Bliiid,  conceive  that 
he  does  not  fee  ;  impoITible  to  make  him  defire  ^ight,  or, 
to  lament  the  Want  of  it ;  For  which  Realbn,  we  ought' 
not  to  derive  any  Aflurance  from  the  Soui'i  being  ton-j 
tented  and  fatisfied  with  thofe  we  have  ;  confidcrinjj,  thac, 
it  cannot  be  fenfiblc  herein  of  its  Infirmity  and  Inipertijc;-^ 
tion,  if  there  be  any  fuch  Thing  :  It  is  inipoilible  to  iHy,, 
any  Thing  to  this  blind  Man,  cither  by  Kcjfoii,  Ar^it^. 
pient,  or  Similitude,  that  can  poflefc  his  Imagiiution  witfi. , 
any  Notion  of  Light,  Colour,  and  Sight :  Tnert  noibinj;. 
A  a  5       .  ;        rcR^iia*. 

i  Lucret.  lib.  iv.  '  Idem,  il>iJ. 
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remains  behind,  that  can  produce  the  Senfe  to  Evidence. 
Thofe  that  are  born  Blind,  who  fey  they  Mrilb  they  could 
fee,  it  is  not  that  they  undcrftand  wh4«  they  defiro :  They 
have  learned,  from  us,  that  they  waat  fomething  j  tbat 
there  ia  fomething  tp  be  defired,  that  we  have^  whicb  tj^Gf 
nan^e  indeed,  together  with  its  Effe^  and  Coniequents, 
but  yet  they  know  not  whait  it  is,  nor  appehenid  it  at  ajl. 
I  have  feen  a  Gentleman,  of  4  good  Fanuly,  vdiQ  wa9 
born  B\\o4%  or,  at  jeaft^  Blind,  Kom  fueh  an  Agei,  tbs^ 
he  knows  not  what  Sight  is  ;  who  is  lb  little  fenfible  of 
his  DefeA,  that  he  makes  U(e,  as  we  do,  of  Wordf  pro- 
per to  Seeing,  aFi4  applies  them  after  a  manner,  whoUy 
particular,  and  his  own^    They  brought  hini  a  Child,^  to 
which  he  was  Godfather,  which  having  taken  into  his 
Arms  :  *  Good  God,  /aid  hcj  what  a  fine  Chfld  is  this, 

*  what  a  pretty  Face  it  his  !  *  He  wiH  fay,  like  one  of  us, 
'  this  Room  has  a  very  fine  Profpedt  -,  it  is  clear  Wca- 

*  ther;  the  Sun  (hines  bright.'  And^  moreover,  a^,  Hunt- 
ing, Tennis,  and  fhooting  at  Butts  are  our  £xercife3,  ^nd 
he  has  he^rd  fo  ;  he  has  tiaken  4  F^ncy  to  then),,  (nakes 
them  his  Exercife,  believes  he  h^s  as  good  a  Share  of  the 
Sport  as  we  have,  and  will  exprefs  himfelf  angty  er  plea* 
fed,  as  we  do,  and  yet  knows  nothing  of  it  out  by  the 
Ear.  One  cries  out  to  him,  *  Here*s  a  Hare,*  when  he 
is  upon  fome  even  Plain,  where  he  may  gallop  ;  and,  af- 
terwards, when  they  tell  him,  *  The  Hare  is  killed,*  he 
will  be  as  overjoyed,  and  proud  of  it,  as  he  hears  others 
are.  He  will  take  a  Tennis-ball  in  his  Left-hand,  and 
ftrike  it  away  with  the  Racket :  He  will  Ihoot  with  a 
Mufquet  at  Random,  and  is  contented  with  what  his  Peo- 
ple toll  him,  that  he  is  over  or  wide  of  the  Mark.  Who 
knows,  whi^ther  Mankind  commits  not  the  like  Abfurdi-" 
ty,  for  want  of  fome  Senfe,  and  that,  through  this  De- 
fed,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Face  of  Things  is  concealed 
from  us  ?  What  dp  we  know,,  but  that  the  Difficulties, 
which  we  find  in  fevcral  Works  of  Nature,  are  owing  to 
this  5  and  that  diverfq'  Effefts  of  Animals,  which  exceed 
our  Capacity,  are  produced  by  the  Power  of  feme  Senfe, 
that  we  arc  defeftive  in  ?  And  Whether  fome  of  them  have 
not,  by  this  Means,  a  Life  more  full  and  intire  than  ours  ? 

We 


-••    ...  I 
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We  feize  an  Apple,  as  it  were,  with  all  our  Senfes  :  We 
'  find  Rednefs,  Smoothnefs,  Smell,  and  Sweetnefs  in  it ; 
but  it  may  have  other  Qualities  befides  thefe,  as  drying 
up  or  binding,  which  noSenfe  of  ours  can  reach  to.     Is 
it  not  likely,  that  there  are  fenfitive  Faculties  in  Nature, 
that  are  fit  to  judge  of,  and  to  difcern  thofe,  which  we  call 
the  occult  Properties  in  feVeral  Things,  as  for  the  Load- 
ftone  to  attract:  Iron  \  and  that  the  want  of  fuch  Faculties 
is  the  Caufe  that  we  are  ignorant  ^  the  true  Eflence  of 
fuch  Things  ?  *Tis,  peradventure,  fonw  particular  Senfe, 
that  gives  Cocks  to  underftand  what  Hour  it  is  of  Morn- 
ing, ami  of  Midni^t,  and  makes  them  to  crow  accord- 
ingly 'f  ^^t  teaches  Chickens,  before  they  have  any  Ex- 
perience of  what  they  are,  to  fear  a  Sparrow-hawk,  and 
not  a  Goofe,  or  a  Peacock,  though  Birds  of  a  much  larger 
Size:  That  warns  them  of  the  hoftile  Quality  a  Cat  has 
againft  them^  and  makes  them  not  to  fear  a  Dog ;  to  arm 
themfelves  againft  the  Mewing  (a  kind  of  flattering  Voice) 
of  the  one,  and  not  againft  the  Barking  (a  fhrill  and  angry 
Note)  of  the  other  :  That  teaches  Wafps,  Ants,  and  Rats 
to  fall  upon  the  beft  Pear,  and  the  beft  Cheefe,  before  they 
have  tafted  them  \  and  inlpires  the  Stag,  Elephant,  and 
Serpent,  with  the  Knowledge  of  a  certain  Herb  proper  for 
their.  Cure.    There  is  no  Senfe,  that  has  not  a  great  Domi- 
nion, and  that  does  not  pi^oduce  an  infinite  Number  of 
Difcoveries.     If  we  were  defeftive  in  the  Intelligence  of 
Sounds,  of  Mufic,  and  of  the  Voice,  it  would  caufe  an  in- 
conceivable Confufion  in  all  the  reft  of  our  Science :  For, 
befides  what  is  annexed  to  the  proper  Effeft  of  every  Senfe, 
how  many  Arguments,  Confequences,  and  Conclufions  do 
we  draw  to  other  Things,  by  comparing  one  Senfe  with- 
another  ?  Let  an  underftanding  Man  imagine  human  Na- 
ture originally  produced  without  the  Senle  of  Seeing,  and 
confider  what  Ignorance  and  Trouble  fuch  a  Defeat  would 
bring  upon  him,  what  a  Darknefs  and  Blindnefs  in  the 
Soul  J  he  will  then  fee,  by  that,  of  how  great  Importance 
to  the  Knowledge  of  Truth  the  Privation  of  fuch  another , 
Senfe,  or  of  two  or  three,  Ihould  we  be  fo  deprived,  would 

A  a  4  be  : 

<^  All  thif  is  taken  from  Sextuf  Empiricuh  Pjrpbm.  Ujpotypof.  lib.  i,  c  1 4, 
p.  20, 
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be :  We  have  formed  a  Truth  by  the  Confukation  and 

Concurrence  of  our  five  Senfcs ;  but;,  peradventure,  we 

thould  have  the  Confent  and  Contribution  of  eight  or  ten, 

to  n^ake  a  certain  Difcovery  of  it,  s^d  of  its  Eifence.. 

The  Sefts  that  controvert  the  Knowledge  of  Man,  do 

^         it  principally  by  the  Uncertainty  And  Weak- 

^^i^r*"    nefs  of  our  Senfes  :   For  fince  all. Knowledge 

'utrudhythe      is,  by  their  Means  and  Mediation,  conveyed 

Weaknt/s  and     unto  US,  if  they  fail  in  their  Report,  if  they 

Uncertainty  of    corrupt  or  alter  what  they  bring  us  from 

•"  ^"'^"-        without,  if  the  Light  which,  by  them,  creeps 

into  the  Soul,  be  obfcured  in  the  Paflage,  we  have  nothing 

elfe  to  hold  by.     From  this  extreme  Difficulty  all  thcfe 

Fancies  proceed,  that  every  Subjedt  has,  in  itfelf,  all  we 

there  find  :  That  it  has  nothing  in  it  of  what  we  think  to 

find  there  ;  and  the EpicureanslHotion^  that  the  Sun  is  no 

bigger  than  'tis  judged,  by  our  Sight,  to  be ; 

^  ^iicquid  id  eft^  nibiln  fertur  majore  figurd^ 
;^am  noftris  oculis  quam  cernimus  ejfe  videtur  ^. 

/.  e. 
But,  be  it  what  it  will  in  our  Eftecm, 
It  is  nb  bigger  than  to  us  doth  feem. 

That  the  Appearances,  which  rcprcfent  a  Body  gfcat  to 
him  that  is  near,  and  lefs  to  him  that  is  far  from  it,  are 
both  true  : 

l<Jec  tamen  bic  oculis  falli  concedimus  hilum  ; 
Proinde  animi  vitium  hoc  oculis  adfingere  noli  \ 

Yet  that  the  Eye*s  deceived,  we  deny  j 

Charge  not  the  Mind's  Fault  therefore  on  the  Eye. 

And,  pofltively,  that  there  is  no  Deceit  in  the  Senfes  ; 
that  we  are  to  lie  at  their  Mercy,  and  feek  elfewhere  Rea- 
fons  to  excufe  the  Difference  and  Contradidions  we  there- 
in find,  even  to  the  Inventing  of  Lyes,  and  other  Flams, 

(for 

c  Lucret.  lib.  v.  v.  (y'j'^. 
What  Lucretius  fays  here  of  the  Moon,  Montaigne  applies  to  the  Sun, 
of  which,   according  to  Epicurush  Principles,   the  ftmc  Thing  may  be 
ofirptcd.  <  JUcrct.  lib.  iv.  v.  380,-386. 
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(for  'ris  come  to  that)  rather  than  accufe  the  Senfes.  27- 
niagoras  fwore,   *  That,  by  prefling  or  turning  his^Eye  % 

*  he  could  never  perceive  the  Light  of  the  Candle  to  dou- 
*-  bio,  and  that  die  feeming  fo  proceeded  from  the  Mif- 
*.  take  of  Opinion,  and  not  from  the  Eye.*  The  moft 
abfurd  of  all  Abfurdides,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Epi- 
cureans^  is,,  in  ^  denying  the  Force  and  £fie£t  of  the 

*  Senfes/ 

Proinde  quod  in  quoque  eft  bis  vifum  temporCy  verum  tfi^ 
Etji  non  pQtuit  ratio  dijfolvere  caufanty 
Cur  ea  qua  fuerint  juxtim  quadrata^  proculftnt 
Vifa  rotunda  :.  Tamen  pr^eftat  rationis  egentem 
'  Redder e  mendosi  caufas  utriufque  figure y 
§uam  manibus  manifejla  fuis  emit t ere  quoquamy 
Et  violarefidem  primamy  et  convellere  tot  a 
Fundament  ay  quibus  nixatur  vitafalufque : 
Non  moddy  enim  ratio  ruat  omnisy  vita  quoque  ipfa 
Concidat  extemploy  niji  credere  fenfibus  aufisy 
Pracipitefque  locos  vitarcy  et  cetera  quafmt 
In  genere  hoc  fugienda  \ 

i.  e. 

Whatever,  and  whenever  feen,  is  true. 

And  if  our  Reafon  can't  the  Knot  undo. 

Why  Things  feem  fouare  when  they  are  very  near. 

And  at  a  greater  Diftance  round  appear ; 

'Tis  better  yet,  for  him  that's  at  a  Paufe, 

To  give  of  either  Figure  a  falfe  Caufe, 

Than  to  permit  Things  mahifeft  to  go 

Out  of  his  Hands,  to  give  the  Lye  unto 

His  firft  Belief,  and  the  Foundations  rend. 

On  which  our  Life  and  Safety  do  depend  ; 

For  Reafon  not  alone,  but  Life  and  all. 

Together  will  with  fudden  Ruin  fall ; 

Unlefs  we  dare  our  Senfes  truft,  to  mifs 

The  Danger  of  a  dreadful  Precipice, 

And  other  fuch-like  Dangers,  that  with  Care 

And  Warinefs  to  be  avoided  are. 

This 

^  Cic.  Acad.  Quaeft.  lib.  iv,  c.  ^5.        '  Luciet.  lib.  iv.  v«  502—513. 
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This  .£)  de^rate  and  unf^ilofophical  Advice  txptcSSkflf 
only  diifi,  ^  That  human  Knowledge  cannot  fupport  itfelf 
^  \^t  by  Reafon»  that  is  unreafonabie^  fbol&fb,  and  mad  ; 
«  Imt  chat  it  is  yet  better,  that  Mao,  to  girchimiblf  a  Gre- 
^  (iky  make  Ufe  of  this»  and  any  other  Remedy,  how  fan* 
^  taftic  foever,  than  to  con&fs  his  neceffiiry  Ignorance^ 
<  a  Truth  fo  di&dvantageoua  to  hinn.'  He  cannot  anyid 
owning,  that  the  Senfes  are  the  fovereign  Maftefs.  of  Bi^ 
Knowledge  ;  but  they  are  uncertain,  and  fallifiable  in  all 
Circumitances :  'Tis  there  that  he  i$  to  fight  it  out  to  the 
laft,  and  if  juft  Forces  fail  Him,  as  they  do^  lie  mult  iup* 
ply  that  Defeat  with  Obftinacy>  Temerity,  and  Impu- 
dence.    In  cafe  that  what  the  Epicureans  fay  be  true,  viz. 

*  That  we  have  no  Knowledge,  if  what  the  Senfes  make 

*  appear  be  falfe  ;*  and  if  that  alfo  be  true,  which  the 
Stoics  fay,  '  That  what  appears  from  the  Senfes  is  ib  faffe, 

*  that  they  can  furnifii  u$  with  no  manner  of  Knowledge  ;* 
we  fhall  conclude,  to  the  great  Disadvantage  of  thefe  two 
Dogmatical  Sefts,  ^  that  there  is  no  Knowledge  at  all/ 

As  to  the  Error  and  Uncertainty  of  the  Operation  of  the 
fhe  Error  and  Scnfcs,  onc  may  furnifli  himfelf  with  as  ma- 
Vncertainty  of  ny  Ex^mpIcs  as  he  plcafes  ;  fo  common  are 
the  operation  the  Frauds  and  Tricks  they  put  upon  us. 
efthe  Senfes.      ^^  ^^^  jg^^j^^  ^£  ^  Y^LWtf,  the  Sound  of  the 

Trumpet  fecms  to  meet  us,  which  comes  from  a  Place 
behind. 

Extantefque  procul  medio  de  gurgite  montes 
Clajftbus  inter  quos  Uber  patet  exitusy  Odem 

Apparent  et  longi  divolfi  licet ^  ingens 

Infula  conjunHis  t'amen^  ex  bis  una  videtur. 

Etfugere  adpuppim  colics y  campique  videntur 
^os  agimus  prater  navim  "• 

/.  e. 

And  Rocks  i'th*^  Seas,  that  proudly  raife  their  Head^ 
Though  far  disjoined,,  though  Royal  Navies  fpread 
Their  Sails. between;  yet,  if  from  Diftance  fhewn. 
They  feem  an  Ifland'all  combined  in  one  : 

Thus 

■*  Locret.  Ub.  iv.  v,  39S,  i^c. 
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Thus  Ships^  tho'  driven  by  a  profperous  Gale, 
Seem  fix'd  to  Sailors^  thofe  ieena  under  S^ 
That  ride  at  Anchor  iafe  %  and  all  admirct 
A$  they  row  by^  to  fiae  chie  Rocks  retire. 

Ubi  in  medh  nobis  eqaus  acer  obbiejit 
»  eqni  iwrfn^  tranfirerfum  ferre  videtur 
Visy  et  kk  a^herfinnfitimen  cotUruJkn  raptim ". 

/.  e. 

Thus,  when  in  rapid  Screams  my  Horfe  hath  ftood, 
And  I  looked  downward  on  the  rolling  Flood  ; 
Though,  he  ftood  ftill»  I  thought  he  did  divide 
The  headlong  Streams,  and  firive  againfl  the  Tide, 
And  all  Things  feem'd  to  move  on  ev'ry  Side  "• 

Like  a  Mulquet  BuHet,  under  the  Foi£;-finger,  the  Mid* 
die-finger  being  lapped  over  it,  which  feels  fa  like  two, 
thae  a  Man  will  hiai^e  much  ado  to  perfuade  himfelf  there 
is  hut  one. ;  the  End  of  the  two  Fingers  feeling,  each  of 
tbem^,  one  at  the  fame  Time. 

Four  that  the  Sen&s  are,  very  often,  Maftcrs  of  our 
Reafctfiy  and  conftrain  it  to  receive  Impref-    gr^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
faons  i/Hiich  it  judgeis  and  knows  to  be  lalfe,  fimetims  in^' 
is  frequently  feen :- 1  fct  afide  the  Scrife  of  poftttponour 
Feeling,  that  has  its  Fundions  nearer,  more  ^^^fi^^ 
lively  and  fubftantial ;  that  fo  often^  by  the  EfFe(5t  of 
the  Pains  it  brings  ta  the' Body,  overthrows  all  thofe  ifine 
Stoical.  Re&lutions,  and  compels  htm^  to  cry  out  of  his 
Belly,  who  has.  refotutely  eftabliflied  this  Dodbrine  in  his 
Soul;  that  the  Cholic,  as  well  as  all  other  Pains  and  Dif- 
eafcs>  are  indifferent  Things,  not  having  the  Pbwer  to 
abate  any  Thing  of  the  Ibvereign  Felicity,  wherein  the 
wife  Mun  is  feated  by  his  Vixttue.     There  is  no  Heart  fo 
effeminate,  that  the  Rattle  and  Sound  of  our  Drums  and 
Tabors  will  not  inflame  with  Courage ;  nor  fo  fuUen,  that 
the  Harmony  of  our  Mulic  will  not  roufe  and  chear ;  nor* 
fo  flubborn,  that  will  not  feel  itfclf  fltruck  with  Ibme  Re- 
verence, in  viewing  the  vaft  Gloominefs.  of  our  Churches, 
the  Variety  of  Ornaments,  smd  the  Order  of  our  Ceremo- 
nies, and  to  hear  the  folemn  Mufic  of  our  Organs,  and 

the 

»  Lucret.  lib.  iv.  V.  422,        »  Mr*  Creec^. 
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the  compofed  and  devout  Harmony  df  our  Voices :  Even 
thofe  that  come  with  Contempt,  feel  a-  certain  Shivering 
in  their  Hearts,  and  fomething  of  Dread,  that  makes  them 
doubt  of  their  own  Opinion.  For  my  Part,  I  do  not 
think  myfelf  hardy  enough  to  hear  an  Qde  of  florace^  or 
Catullus^  fung  by  a  pretty  young  Mouth  wit;hoiu;.G!icniO* 
7'Jbe  Voice  the  tion  :  And  Zeno  had  Reafon,  to  fayi  /  .Th^t 
Flower  cf  <  the  Voice  was  the  Flower  of  Beauty  '•*  A 
Beauty.  certain  Perfon  would  once  make  me  believe, 

that  a  Man,  whom  all  we  Frenchmen  know,  had  impofed 
upon  me,  in  repeating  fome  Verfes  to  me  which  he  had 
rtade  ;  that  they  were  not  the  fame  upon  the  Paper  that 
they  were  in  the  Tune,  and  that  my  Eyes  would  form 
a  contrary  Judgment  to  my  EarS  :  So  great  a  Power  has 
Pronunciation  to  give  Fafhion  and  Value  to  Works  that 
arc  left  to  the  Modulation  of  the  Voice.  And  therefore 
Pbiloxenus  was  not  fo  much  to  blame,  when  he  heard  one 
give  an  ill  Accent  to  fomC  Compofition  of  his  \  for  ipum- 
ing  and  breaking  certain  Furniture  of  his,  faying,  *  I 
*  break  what  is  yours,  becaufe  you  fpoil  what  is  mine/ 
To  what  End  did  thofe  Men,  who,  with  a  pofitivc  Rcfo- 
lution,  deftroyed  themfelves,  turn  away  their  Faces  rather 
than  fee  the  Blow  they  gave  themfelves  ?  And  why  is  it, 
that  thofe,  who,  for  their  Health,  defire  and  command  In- 
cifions  and  Cauftics,  cannot  endure  the  Sight  of  the  Pre- 
parations, Inftruments,  and  Operations  of  the  Surgeon  ; 
confidering,  that  the  Sight  is  not,  any  way,  to  participate 
in  the  Pain  ?  Are  not  thefc  proper  Examples,  to  verify 
the  Authority  which  the  Senfes  have  over  Reafon  ?  *Tis 
to  much  Purpofe  to  know  thefe  Trefles  were  borrow- 
ed from  a  Page,  or  a  Lacquey  ;  that  this  Vermilion  came 
from  Spaitt^  and  this  Cerufs  from  the  Ocean  :  Our  Sight 
will,  neverthelefs,  compel  us  to  confcfs  the  Subjed:  of  it 
more  agreeable,  and  more  lovely,  againft  all  Reafon  : 
For,  in  this,  there  is  nothing  of  its  own. 

Auferimur  cuUu :  gemmisj  auroque  teguntur 
Crimina :  pars  minima  ejt  ipfa  puella  fui : 

SdfpC 
F  Dit^.  Laert.  in  Ac  Life  of  Zeno^  lib.  vii.  feft.  23. 
t  l>hg,  Laert.  in  the  L3c  f^li  Arcejilaus^  lib,  iv,  fe£t  36, 
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.  Sapt  ubifit  quod  antes  inter  tarn  muUa  requiras^ 
:  •  Decipit  hue  oculoSy.  Mgide^  dives  amor  \ 

i.  e. 

By  Drcfs  we're  won :  jGold,  Gems,  and  rich  Brocades 
Make  up  the  Pageant  that  your  Heart  invades  i 
In  all  that  glittering  Figure  which  you  fee, 
The  far  leaft  Part  of  her  own  Sdf  is  fhe  : 
In  vain  for  her  you  love,  amidftfuch  Coft, 
You  fearch,  the  Miftrefs  in  fuch  Drefs  is  loft. ' 

What  a  ftrange  Power  do  the  Poets  attribute  to  the 
Senfes,  who  feign  Narcijfus  fo  defpcrately  in  Love  with 
his  own  Shadow  ! 

CunStaque  miraiurj  quibus  eft  mirabiUs  ipfe^ 

Se  cupit  imprudens^  et  qui  probata  ipfe  probatur.  , 

JDmrnjue  petite  petit ur :  Pariterque  accendit  et  ardet  \ 

t.  e. 
Admireth  all,  for  which  to  be  adn)ir*d  j      Naid/Tus  in 
And,  inconGderatiely,  himfelf  defir'd  l^ZZferT 

The  Praifes  which  he  gives,  his  Beauty     ^^^'^  ^^^^ 

claimed  \ 
Who  feeks,  is  fought,  th*  Inflamer  is  inflamM, 

And  Pygmalion*s  Judjgment  fo  difturbed  by  j^^  PyMM- 

the  ImprefCon  of  the  Sight  of  his  Ivory  Sta-  Hon  wi/?^5 

tue,  that  he  loves  and  adores  it,  as  if  it  were  Statue. 
a  living  Woman. 

Ofcula  daty  reddique  putat^  fequiturque  tcnetqiie^ 
Et  credit  taSiis  digitos  injidere  membris^ 
Et  metuit  prejfos  veniat  ne  livor  in  artus  ^ 

/.  e» 

.  tie  kiffes,  and  believes  he's  kifs'd  again, 
'    Seizes,  and  *twixt  his  Arms  his  Love  doth  ftrain. 
And  thinks  the  polilh*d  Ivory,  thus  h^ld. 
Does  to  his  Fingers  am*rous  Preflure  yield. 
And  has  a  tender  Fear,  left  Black  and  Blue 
Should  in  the  Parts  with  Ardour  prefs'd  enfue. 

Let        ji 

■ '  Ovid,  de  Rem.  Amor.  lib.  1.  v.  343.        ■  Ovid.  Met.  lib.  iii.  Fab.  v. 
ctvi.v.  85,  ^c.  .       <  I4em,  ib.  lib,  x.  Fab.  yiii.  v.  14,  i:fc. 
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jLet  a  PhHofophcr  be  put  into  a  Cage  of  fmall  thin  fet  Bju-a 
X,       ,  ^,      of  Iron,  and  hang  him  on  the  Top  of  the  high 
iieceiwi^  hy  the   Towcr  of  Noftredom  at  Parts  •,  he  will  fee,  by 
Sight,  tbi         manifefl  Reafon,  that  he  cannot  poffibly  £ill^ 
Ear^  Sec.         ^^j  y^^  j^  ^iH  find  (unlefs  he  have  bcai  iifed 
to  the  Tilers  Trade)  that  the  exceffive  Height  will  unavoid- 
ably frighten  and  ajftonifli  him :  For  we  hardly  think  <iur- 
felves  f^e  in  the  Galleries  of  our  Steeples,  if  they  are  niHed 
with  an  open  Ballafter,  altho*  of  Stone ;  and  fome  thore  are 
that  cannot  endure  fo  much  as  to  think  of  it.     Let  there 
be  a  Beam  thrown  over  betwixt  the  two  Towers,  of  Breadth 
fufficient  to  walk  upon,  there  is  no  Philofophical  Wifdom 
fo  firm,  that  can  give  us  the  Courage  to  walk  over  it,  as  we 
Ihould  do  if  'twas  upon  the  Ground.     I  have  often  tried 
this  upon  our  Mountains ;  and,tho'  I  am  one  who  am  tiot 
extremely  fearful,  yet  I  was  not  able  to  look  down  that  raft 
Depth  without  Horror,  and  Trembling  of  my  Hams  and 
Legs,  tho*  I  ftood  above  my  Length  from  the  Edge  of  the 
Precipice,  and  could  not  have  fallen  down,  unleis  I  chofe 
it.    Here  I  alfo  obferved,  that  what  Height  Ibevei'  the 
Precipice  were,  provided  there  were  fame  Tree,  or  fome 
jutting  out  of  a  Rcfck,  a  little  to  fupport  and  divide  the 
Sight,  it  fomewhat  eafes  our  Fears,  and  gives  fome  Cou- 
rage, as  if  thefe  Things  might  break  our  Fall :  Btit  that 
we  are  not  able  to  look  down  fteep  fmooth  Precipices 
without  being  giddy :  (7/  iisjpici  vertigine  Jimul  cadanm 
animique  non  poffit ;  which  is  a  manifeft  Impofition  of  thd 
Sight.     And  therefore  it  was,  that  the  famous  PhiloifO' 
pher  put  out  his  own  Eyes  ",  to  free  his  Soul  from  being 
corrupted  by  them,  and  that  he  might  philofophife*  at 
greater  Liberty.     But,  6y  the  fame  Rule,  he  fhould  have 
dammed  up  his  Ears,  which,  T'heophrajtus  fays,  are  the 
moft  dangerous  Organs  about  us,  for  receiving  violent 
Impreflions  to  alter  and  difturb  us  ;  and,  finally,  fhould 
have  deprived  himfelf  of  all  the  other  Senfes,  that  is  to 
fay,  of  his  Life  and  Being  ;  for  they  have  all  the  Power 
to  command  our  Soul  and  Reafon  :  Fit  etiam  fape  fptcie 

quaddm^ 

^  Democritus  in  Cic.  de  Finlbos,  lib.  v.  c.  29.  Bat  Cicur^  only  Q)oke  of 
it  as  of  a  Thing  uncertain ;  and  Plutarch  &y9  pofitively,  tliat  'Os  a  FUft- 
hood.    See  his  Difcourfc  QfCuriofity,  c.  xi. 
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quadam^  f^epe  vocum  gravitate  et  cantibusy  ut  pellantur  animi 
vebementius ;  f^epi  etiam  curd  et  timore  "^  :  For  it  oft  falls 
out,  that  Minds  are  more  vehemently  ftruck  by  fome 
Afpeft,  by  the  Quality  and  Sound  of  the  Voice,  or  by 
Singing  •,  and  oft-times  alfo  by  Grief  and  Fear,  Phyfi- 
cians  hold,  *  That  there  arc  certain  Complexions  that  are 

•  agitated  by  fomc  Sounds  and  Inftruments,  even  to  Fu- 

•  ry.*  I  hare  feen  fome,  who  could  not  bear  to  heir  a 
Bone  gnawed  under  the  Table  ;  and  there  is  fcarce  a  Man, 
who  is  not  difturbed  at  the  (harp  and  harfh  Noife  that  the 
File  makes  in  grating  upon  Iron  i  nor  alio  to  hear  Chew- 
ing near  them,  or  to  hear  any  ope  fpeak,  who  has  an  Im- 
pediment in  the  Throat  or  Nofe,  will  move  fome  People 
even  to  Anger  and  Hatred.  Of  what  Ufe  was  that  piping 
Prompter  of  Gracchus^  who  foftened,  raifed,  or  modelled 
his  Matter's  Voice,  as  he  pleafed,  whilft  he  declaimed  at 
Rome^  if  the  Motion  and  Quality  of  the  Sound  had  not 
the  Power  to  move  and  alter  the  Judgments  of  the  Audi- 
tory ?  In  Truth,  there  is  wonderful  Reafon  to  keep  fUch 
a  Clutter  about  the  Firmnefs  of  this  fine  Piece,  that  fuf- 
fers  itfelf  to  be  turned  and  twined  by  the  Breath  and  Ac- 
cidents of  fo  light  a  Wind.  ^ 

The  fame  Cheat  that  the  Senfes  put  upon  our  Under- 

flanding,  they  deceive  in  their  Turn.    The  y-^^  ^^^  ^ 

Soul  alfo,  fometimes,  has  its  Revenge;  they  tertdandcor^ 

lie  and  contend  which  ihould  moft  deceive  rupudbytbt 

one  another :  What  we  fee  and  hear  when  ^J^p^  f^^^ 
we  are  tran{ported  with  Paflion,  we  neither 
fee  nor  hear  as  it  is. 

* 

Et  folem  geminumy  et  dt^Ucesfe  ofiendere  TMas  *• 

t.  e. 

The  Sun  did  feem  as  if  two  Suns  it  were, 
Ackd  Tbetes  a  double  City  did  appear. 

The  Objed  that  we  love,  appears  tq  us  more.  Beautiful 
than  it  really  is  : 

A^ltimodis  igitur  pranuasj  turpefque  vidimus j 
££i  hi  deliciis^  fummoque  in  honore  vigere  ^. 

i.  e. 

^  Cic.  dc  Dlvin.  lib^i.  C«  37.        ^  J&Dsii.  lib,  !?•  v.  470.        ^  Lucr.^ 
lib.  iv.  V.  1 148,  Esfc. 
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Hence  'tis  that  ugly  Things,  in  fancy M  Drefs, 
Seem  gay,  look  fair  to  •Lover's  Eyes,  and  pleafe. 

As  does  what  we  hate,  more  ugly.  To  a  difconteated. 
and  afHi6l;ed  Man,  the  Light  of  the  Day  feems  Dark  and 
Gloomy :  Our  Senfes  are  not  only  depraved,  but  often 
totally  ftupified  by  the  PafTions  of  the  Soul :  How  many 
Things  do  we  fee,  that  we  do  not  take  Notice  of,  if  the 
Mind  be  taken  up  with  other  Thoughts  ? 

■         in  rehus  quoque  apertis  nofcere  poffisj 

Si  non  a(tvertas  Animumy  proinde  ejfe^  quafi  onmi 

J'cmpore  fsmot^e  fuerirUj  longeque  remota  ^ . 

i.  e. 

Nay,  even  in  plaineft  Things,  unlefs  the  Mind- 
Take  heed,  unlefs  ihe  fets  herfelf  to  find. 
The  Thing  no  more  is  feen,  no  more  belov*d. 
Than  if  the  mod:  obfcure,  and  mod  removed. 

It  appears,  that  the  Soul  retires  within,  and  amufes  the 
Powers  of  the  Senfes.-,  and  fo  both  the  Infide,  and  the 
Outfide  of  Man,  is  full  of  Infirmity  and  Deceit. 

They  who  have  compared  Life  to  a  Dream,  were,  per- 
Tbe  Life  of  adventure,  more  in  the  right  than  they  were 
Man  cmpared  aware  of ;  when  we  dream,  the  Soul  lives, 
u  a  Dream.  operates,  and  exercifes  all  its  Faculties,  nei- 
ther more  nor  lefs,  than  when  awake,  but  more  gently  and 
obfcurely ;  yet  not  with  fo  much  Difference,  as  there  is 
betwixt  Night  and  Noon-day,  betwixt  Night  and  Shade  ; 
there  (he  fleeps,  here  flie  flumbers  -,  but  whether  more  or 
lefs,  'tis  ftill  dark,  and  Cimmerian  Darknefs :  We  wake 
fleeping,  and  fleep  waking.  I  do  not  fee  fo  clearly  in  my 
Slumber  \  but,  as  to  my  being  awake,  I  never  found  it 
clear  enough,  and*  free  from  Clouds.  Moreover,  Sleep, 
when  it  is  profound,  fometimes  rocks  even  Dreams  them- 
felves  afleep  •,  but  our  Awaking  is  never  fo  fprightly,  as 
thoroughly  to  purge  and  diflipate  thofe  Whimfies,  which 
are  the  Dreams  of  thofe  awake,  and  worie  than  Dreams. 
Our  Reafon  and  Soul  receiving  thofe  Fancies  and  Opinions 

that 

f  Lucret.  lib.  i\r.  v.  809,  i^r. 
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that  a^  tn  Di^ams,  and  authorifing  the  A£tions  of  our 
Dreamt,  with  the  like  Approbation  that  they  do  thofe  of 
the  Day ;  wherefore  do  we  doubt,  whether  our  Thought 
and  Addon  is  not  another  fort  of  Dreaming,  and  our 
Waking  a  kind  of  Sleep  ? 

If  the  Senfes  be  our  chief  Judges,  it  is  not  ours  alone 
that  we  are  to  confult ;  for,  in  this  Faculty,  the  Animals 
have  as  great  or  greater  Right  than  we  :  It  is  certain,  that 
feme  of  them  have  the  Senfe  of  Hearing  more  quick  than 
Man  5  others  that  of  Seeing  ;  others  that  of  Feeling  ;  0- 
thers  that  of  Touch  and  Tafte.  Democritus  faid  %  «  That 
^  the  Gods  and  Brutes  had  the  fenlidve  Faculties  much 

*  more  perftd  than  Man.*  TJb^  viry great 
But,  betwixt  the  Effefts  of  their  Senfes  and   Difference  he-^ 

ovirs^  the  Difference  is  extreme  :  Our  Spittle   ^^^*f^  ¥' 
clcattfcs  and  dries  up  our  Wounds,  it  kills  "^^^^Ykofief 
the  Serpent.  Animuls. 

Tama^ue  in  bis  rebus  diftantia^  differitafque  efty 
Ut  quod  aliis  cibus  efi^  atiisfuat  acre  venerium : 
Sape  etenim  ferpensy  homnis  confaQafalivdy 
Dijperity  acfeji  mandendo  conficii  ipfa  ^. 

And  in  thofe  Things  the  DifPrence  is  fo  great. 
That  what's  one's  Poifon,  is  another's  Meat  > 
For  Serpents  often  have  been  feen,  'tis  faid. 
When  touch'd  with  human  Spitde,  to  go  Mad, 
And  bite  themfelves  to  Death. 

What  Quality  do  we  attribute  to  our  Spittle,  cither  in 
refpedk  to  ourfelves,  or  to  the  Serpent  ?  By  which  of  the 
two  Serrfes  (hall  we  prove  its  true  Eflfence  that  we  feek 
for  ?  Fliny  fays  %  ^  That  there  arq  certain  Sea  Hares  in 

*  the  Indies y  that  are  Poifon  to  Us,  and  we  to  them  ;  in- 

*  fomuch  that,  with  the  leaft  Touch,  we  kill  them.' 
Which  is  truly  the  Poifon,  the  Man,  or  the  Fifli  ?  Which 
fhall  we  believe,  whether  the  Fifh  poifons  the  Man,  or 
the  Man  the  Fifh  ?  One  Quality  of  the  Air  infefts  a 

Vol.  II.  B  b  Man, 

*  Plutarch,  de  Pkcids  Philofophonim,  Bfe.  iv.  <•  lo, 
^  Lucret.  lib.  iv.  v.  640,  tf f. 
«  Nat.  Hift.  lib,  xxii.  c.  i. 
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Man,  that  does  the  Ox  no  Harm  ;  fome  other  infe£ts  the 
Ox,  but  hurts  not  the  Man  :  Which  of  the  two  has,  in 
Truth  and  Nature,  the  peftilent  Quality  ?  To  them  who 
have  the  Jaundice,  all  .Things  feem  yellow  and  paler  than 
to  us : 

Lurida  praterea  fiunt  qiuecunque  tuentur 
Arquati^^ — ^ 

.   Befides,  whateven  Jaundice  Eyes  do  view, 
'  Looks  pale  as  well  as  thofe,  and  yellow  too. 

Th«y  who  are  troubled  with  the  Difeafe  the  Phyficians 
call  Hypolbhagma  %  which  is  a  Suffufion  of  Blood  under 
the  Skin,  lee  aiU  Things  red  and  bloody :  What  do  we 
know  but  that  thefe  Humours,  which  thus  alter  the  Ope- 
rations of  our  Sight,  predominate  over  Beafts,  and  are 
ufual  with  them  ?  Fpr  we  fee  fome  whofe  Eyes  arc  yel- 
low, like  our  People  who  have  the  Jaundice,  and  others 
of  a  bloody  Red.  'Tis  likely,  that  the  Colour  of  Objeds 
feems  other  to  them,  than  to  us  *,  of  which  of  the  two  Ihall 
we  make  a  right  Judgment  >  For  it  is  not  faid,  that  the 
Eflence  of  Things  has  relation  to  Man  only;  Hard- 
nefs,  Whitenefs,  Dcprth,  and  Sharpnefs,  have  Reference  to 
the  Service  and  Knowledge  of  Animals,  as  well  as  to  us ; 
and  Nature  has  equally  defigned  them  for  their  Ule. 
When  we  prefs  down  the  Eye,  we  perceive  the  Body,  that 
we  look  upon,  to  be  longer,  and  more  extended  ;  many 
Beafts^ have  their  Eyes  fo  prefled  down:  This  Length 
therefore  is,  peradventure,  the  true  Form  of  that  Body, 
and  not  that  which  our  Eyes  give  it  in  their  ufual  State  : 
If  we  prefs  the  Eye  underneath,  Things  appear  double 
to  us  : 

Bina  lucemnrum  florentia  lumina  flammis^ 
Et  duplices  bominum  facieSy  et  corpora  bina  ^ 

One  Lamp  feems  two,  and  each  Man  does  appear    ^ 
Upon  a  double  Bulk  two  Heads^  to  bear. 

If 

«*  Lucret.  lib.  Iv.  v.  333,  fefr. 

»  Sext.  Emoyr.  Pyrrh.  Hypot.  lib.  i.  c.  14.  p.  eg* 

f  Lucret.  liV  iv.  v.  7j>'^452,— -454,  iJu 


■^ 
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If  our  Ears  be  clogged,  or  the  Paffage  of  Hearing 
flopped  up,  we  receive  Sound  quite  otherwife,  than  we 
ufualiy  do ;  the  Animals  likewife,  who  have  either  the 
Ears  hairy,  or  but  a  very  little  Hole  inftead  of  an  Ear, 
do  not,  confequently,  hear  as  we  do,  but  another  kind  of 
Sound.  We  fee,  at  Feftivals  and  Theatres,  that,  by  op- 
pofing  a  painted  Glafs,  of  a  certain  Colour,  to  the  Light 
of  the  Flambeaux,  all  Things  in  the  Room  appear  to  us 
Green,  Yellow,  or  Violet. 

Et  vclgo  faciunt  id  lulea,  rujjhque  vela, 
Et  ferrugina^  cum  mag-nis  intsnia  Iheatris, 
Per  males  volgata  trabeifque  Irementia  fiulant : 
Namque  ibi  confejfum  caveat  fubter,  et  omnem 
Scenai  fpeciem,  palrum  malrumque  deorumque 
Jftficiunly  cogunlque  fuo  fluitare  colore  '. 


I 


Thus  when  pale  Curtains,  or  the  deeper  red. 
O'er  all  the  fpacious  Theatre  are  fpread. 
Which  mighty  Mafts,  and  fturdy  Pillars  bear. 
And  the  loofc  Curtains  wanton  in  the  Air  -, 
Whole  Streams  of  Colours  from  the  Top  do  flow. 
The  Rays  divide  them  in  their  Paffage  through. 
And  ftaiti  the  Scenes,  and  Men,  and  Gods  below. 

'Tis  likely,  that  the  Eyes  of  Animals,  which  we  fee  to 
be  of  divers  Colours,  produce  to  them  the  Appearance  of 
Bodies  the  fame  with  their  Eyes. 

We  Ihould  therefore,  to  make  a  Judgment  of  the  Ope- 
rations of  the  Senfes,  be  firft  agreed  with  the 
Animals,  and  fecondly,   amongft  ourfelves,    isour'jttde- 
which  we  by  no  Means  are,  but  enter,  at  e*-    mfiu  Bfiln  O- 
very  Turn,  into  Difpute  concerning  what  one    p^'-<"'!i«  "/''^ 
Hears,  Sees,  or  Taftes,  fomething  otherwife    ^°'^"- 
than  another  does  ;  and  we  difpute,  as  much  as  upon  any 
other  Thing,  about  the  Diverfity  of  the  Images,  which 
the  Senfes  reprcfcnt  to  us.     A  Child,  by  the  ordinary 
Rule  of  Nature,  Hears,  Sees,  and  Taftcs  otherwife  tha/i  a 
Man  of  thirty  Years  old,  and  he,  than  one  of  threefcore. 
The  Scjifes  are,  in  the  one,  more  obfcure  and  duflty,  and 
B  b  2  more 

«  Lacrei.  lib.  iv.  v.  73,  (^t. 
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moi^  open  and  acute  in  the  others ;  and  we  receive  Things 
varioufly,  according  as  we  are,  and  according  as  they  ap- 
pear CO  us.  Now,  our  Perbeption  being  fo  uncertain,  and 
fo  controverted,  it  is  na  more  a  Wonder,  if  we  are  tolcj, 
that  we  may  declare,  that  Snow  appears  white  to  us  *,  but 
that  to  cftablifh.that  it  is,  in  its  own  Eflence,  really  fb, 
is  more  than  we  are  able  to  engage  :  And,  this  Founda- 
tion  being  fhaken,  all  the  Knowledge  in  the  World  muft, 
of  Neceflity,  come  to  nothing.  What !  do  our  Senfes 
themfelves  embarrafs  one  another  ?  **  A  Picture  feems  em- 
bofTed  to  the  Sight,  which,  in  the  handling,  feems  flat : 
Muflc,  which  <klights  the  Smell,  and  is  ofFenfive  to  the 
Tafte,  ihall  we  call  it  agreeable,  or  no  ?  There  are  Herbs 
and  Unguents,  proper  for  one  Part  of  the  Body,  that  are 
hurtful  to  another  :  Honey  is  pleafant  to  the  Tafte,  but 
offenfive  to  the  Sight.  They,  who,  to  affift  their  Luft, 
were  wont,  in  ancient  Times,  to  make  Ufe  of  Magnifying 
Gtafles,  to  reprefent  the  Members,  they  were  to  imploy, 
bigger,  by  that  ocular  Tumidity,  to  pleafe  themfelves  the 
more ;  tb  which  of  the  two  Senfes  did  they  give  the  Prize, 
^ether  to  th6  Sight,  that  reprefented  the  Members  large 
dhd  great  as  they  would  defire ;  or  to  their  Feeling,  which 
frprefented  them  Tittle  and  contemptible  ?  Are  they  our 
Senfes,  that  fupply  the  Subjedl  with  thefe  different  Condi- 
tions, and  yet  the  Subjects  themfelves  have,  neverthelefs, 
but  one  ?  As  we  fee  in  the  Bread  we  eat,  it  is  nothing  but 
Bread,  but,  by  being  eaten,  it  becomes  Bones,  Blood, 
Fleih,  Hair,  9nd  Nails. 

Ui  cibus  in  membra  atque  artus  cum  didiiur  omnes 
Dijperit^  atque  altam  naturam  fufficit  exfe  \ 

i.  e. 

As  Meats,  diffused  through  all  the  Members,  lofe 
Their  former  Nature,  and  difPrent  Things  compofe. 

The  Humidity,  fucked  up  by  the  Root  of  a  Tree,  becomes 
Trunk,  Leaf,  and  Fruit ''  j  and  the  Air,  though  but  one, 
is  modulated,  in  a  Trumpet,  to  a  thoufand  forts  of  Sounds# 

Arc 

'  Scxt  Empir.  Pyrrh.  Hypot.  lib.  i,  c.  14.  p.  to. 

^  Lttcret.  lib.  iii.  V.  703,^^. 

*  Scxt.  fimpir.  Pyrrh.  Hypot.  Mb.  i.  c  14.  p.  12, 
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Are  they  our  Senfes,  I  fay,  that,  in  like  manner,  form  thelc 
Subjeds  with  fo  manv  diverfe  Qualities,  or  have  they  them 
really  fuch  in  themlclve^  ?  An3,  upon  this  Doubt,  what 
can  we  determine  of  their  true  Ejflence  ?  Moreover,  lihcc 
the  Accidents  of  Difeafes,  of  Delirium,  or  Sleep,  make 
Things  appear  otherwife  to  us  than  they  do  to  the  Health- 
ful, the  Wife,  and  thofe  that  are  awake,  is  it  not  likely,  (hat 
our  right  State,  and  our  natural  Humours,  have  alfo 
wherewith  to  give  a  Being  to  Things  that  have  Relation 
to  their  own  Condition,  and  to  accommodate  them  to 
themfel ves,  as  well  as  whta  the  Humours  are  difordered ; 
and  is  not  our  Health  as  capable  of  giving  them  an  Af^ 
ped  as  Sicknefs  ?  Why  has  not  the  Temperate  a  certain  ^ 
Form  of  Objefts  relative  to  it  as  well  as  the  Intemperate ; 
and  why  may  it  not  as  well  ftamp  them  with  its  own  Cha<r 
rafter  ?  He  wbofe  Mouth  is  out  of  Tafte,  fays  the  Wine 
is  flat,  the  heakhful  Man  commends  itsi  Flavour^  and  the 
Thirfty,  its  Brifknefs.     Now,  our  Condition  always  ac- 
commodating Things  to  itfelf,  and  transforming  them 
accordingly^  we  cannot  know  what  Things  truly  are  in 
tbemfelves^  becaufe  that  Aothinj^  comes  to  us  buc  what  is 
falfiHed  and  altered  by  our  Scnies.    Where  the  CompaA, 
the  Squarcyand  tlte  Rule  are  awry,  all  Proportions  drawii 
from  thence,  and  all  Building  erefted  by  thofe  Guides, 
muft,  of  Ncceflity,  be  alfo  crazy  and  defeftive.  The  Un- 
certainty* of  our  Scnfes  renders  every  Thing  uncertain  that 
they  |«t)diKre. 

Denique  ut  infabricdj  Jiprava  eft  regulaprimaj 
Normaque  fi  fallax  reUu  regionibus  m/, 
Et  tibella  cliqudji  ex  parte  claudicat  bitumj 
Omnia  mendose  ferij  at  que  obftipa  necejfum  efii 
Pravaj  cubantia^  prona^  fupina^  atque  abfona  teHa^ 
Jam  mere  ui  qu^dam  iddeantur  velle  rudntqUe 
Prodita  judiciis  fallacibus  omnia  primis : 
Hie  igitur  ratio  tibi  rerum  prava  necejfe  ejty 
FalJaqtH fit  fc^fis  quMwtqut  a  fen/ibus  ofta  efi  .". 

.    B  b  3  L  t, 

'  Sext.'Empm  Pjrrh.  Hypot.  lib,  i.  c.  14.  p.  21.    ' 
»  Ltfcrct,  lib.  iv.  v.  51S,  ^c. 


\ 
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But,  laftljr,  as  in  Building,  if  the  Line  -% 

Be  not  exaft  and  ftraight,  the  Rule  decline,  > 

Or  level  falie,  how  vain  is  the  Defign  I  3 

Uneven,  an  ill-fliap'd,  and  tott'ring  Wall 
Muft  rife,  this  Part  muft  fink,  that  Part  muft  fall, 
Becaufe  the  Rules  are  falfe  that  fafhionM  all  % 
Thus  Reafon's  Rules  are  falfe,  if  all  commence. 
And  rife  from  failing,  and  from  erring  Senfe. 

As  to  what  remains,  who  can  be  fit  to  judg^  of  theie  Dif- 
ferences ?  As  we  fay  in  Controverfies  of  Religion,  that 
we  muft  have  a  Ju(k;e,  neither  inclining  to  the  one  Side, 
nor  the  other,  free  firom  all  Choice  and  Afiedioni  which 
cannot  be  amongft  Cbriftians :  Juft  fo  it  falls  out  in  this ; 
for,  if  he  be  Old,  he  cannot  judge  from  the  Senfe  of  Old* 
Age,  being  himfclf  a  Party  in  the  Cafe ;  if  Young,  there 
is  the  fame  Exception ;  if  Healthful,  Sick,  Afleep,  or 
Awake,  he  is  ftill  the  fame  incompetent  Judge :  We  muft 
have  fome  one  exempt  from  all  thefe  Qualities,  to  the 
End  that,  without  Prejudice  or  Prepofleffion,  he  may 
judge  of  thefe,  as  of  Things  indifierent  to  him ;  and,  by 
this  Rule,  we  muft  have  a  Judge  that  never  was. 

To  judge  of  the  Appearances  that  we  receive  of  Sub- 
jcfts,  we  ought  to  have  a  deciding  Inftru- 

ui^de^  "^^"^  '  ^^  P^^^^  ^^^  Inftrumcnt,  we  muft 

nitiJely  of  a  havc  Demonftration  ;  to  verify  the  Demon* 

$uhjea,bythe  ftratiott,  an  Ipftrument;  and  here  is  our  iVi? 

Appearances  ^^^^  ^/^^^^     Seeing  thc  Scnfcs  cannot  detcr- 

nve  receive  of  tt    *    .  T^'r     ^l»        r  \\    r  Tr  .    •    .  .. 

from  the  ^enfes,   ^^^^  ^^^  Difputc,  being  fuU  of  Uncertamtv 

th^mfelves,  it  muft  then  be  Reafon  that  muft 
do  it  i  bgt  every  Reafon  muft  have  another  to  fupport  it, 
and  fo  we  run  back  to  all  Infinity  :  Our  Fancy  docs  not 
^pply  itfelf  to  Things  that  are  ftrange,  but  is  conceived 
by  the  Mediation  of  the  Senfcs  \  and  the  Senfes  do  not 
comprehend  thp  foreign  Subjeft,  but  only  their  own  Paf- 
fioqs,  by  which  Means  Fancy  and  Appearance  are  no  Part 
of  the  Subjed,  but  only  of  the  Palfion  and  Suffering  of 
3enfc,  which  Paflion  and  Subjcdl  are  different  Things  ; 
I  where- 


Ch.XIL  jh  apology  for  Rsiimond  dc  Schondc.     375 

wherefore  whoever  judges  by  Appearances,  judges  by 
another  Thing  than  the  Subjed.  And  if  we  fay,  that 
the  Paflions  of  the  Senfes  convey  to  the  Soul  the  Quality 
of  ftrange  Subjects  by  Refemblance ;  how  can  the  Soul 
and  Underftanding  be  afiured  of  this  Refemblance,  hav- 
ing, of  itfelf,  no  Commerce  with  the  foreign  Subjeds? 
As  they  who  never  knew  Socrates^  cannot,  when  they  f«e 
his  Picture,  fay  it  is  like  him. 

Now,  whoever  would,  notwithftanding,  judge  by  Ap- 
pearances, if  it  be -by  all,  it  is  impoi^ble,  becaufe  they 
hinder  one  another  by  their  Contrarieties  and  Differences, 
as  we  lee  by  Experience  :  Shall  fome  feleA  Appearances 
govern  the  reft  ?  You  muft  verify  this  Sele£):  by  another 
Seledb,  the  fegond  by  the  third,  and,  confequently,  there 
will  never  be  any  End  on't.  Finally,  there  is  no  conftant 
Exiftence,  neither  of  the  Objefbs  Being,  nor  our  own  : 
Both  we,  and  our  Judgments,  and  all  mortal  Things,  are 
Jnceilantly  Running  and  Rolling,  and,  confequently,  no- 
thing certain  can  be  eftablfflied  from  the  one  to  the  other, 
both  the  Judging  and  the  Judged  being  in  a  continual 
Motion  and  Sway. 

We. have  no  Communication  with  Beings  by  reafon  that 
all  Human  Nature  is  always  in  the  midft,  be-    jv^tf/i^/^e  ^^^' 
twixt  being  Born  and  Dying,  giving  but  an    exip,  except 
obfcure  Appearance  and  Shadow,  a  weak  and    Gpd^  is  remliy 
uncertain  Opinion  of  itfelf :  And  if,  pcrad-    ^^f^^^fi^^h 
venture,  you  fix  your  Thoughts  to  compre-  "^  ^-^    ^ 
hend  your  Being,  it  would  be  but  like  grafping  Water, 
for  the  more  you  clinch  your  Hand  to  fquecfe  and  hold 
what  is,  in  its  own  Nature,  flowing,  fo  much  more  you 
lofe  of  what  you  would  graip  and  hold  :  Therefore,  fee- 
ing that  all  Things  ate  fubjedl  to  pafs  from  one  Change 
to  another,  Reafon,  that  there  looks  for  what  really  fub- 
fifts,  finds  itfelf  deceived,  not  being  able  to  comprehend 
any  Thing  that  is  Subfifting  and  Permanent,  becaufe  that 
every  Thing  is  either  entering  into  Being,  and  is  not  yet 
wholly  arrived  at  it,  or  begins  to  Die  before  it  is  Born.^ 
Plato  faid  %  *  That  Bodies  had  never  any  Exiftence,  but 
*  only  Birth ;  conceiving,  that  Homer  had  made  the  Ocean, 

B  b  4  ♦  W^ 

«  In  TbeautOf  p.  130. 


(    o 
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*  and  Tbetis^  Ftcher  and  Mother  of  the  Gods,  to  (hew 
^  us,  that  all  Things  art  in  a  perpetual,  Fluftuation,  Mo- 

*  tion,  and  Variatipn  >  the  Opinion  of  all  the  Philofo- 
^  phers,  as  Jbefiffs^  teforc  his  Time,  Parmnid^s  only  ex^ 

*  xepted,  who  would  not  allow  Things  to  have  Motion  j* 
of  the  Power  whereof  he  make^  a  great  Account.  Pytba^ 
g(fras  wM  cf  Opinion,  *  That  all  Matter  was  Flowing  and 

*  U'nftable :'  The  Stoics^  VTb^t  there  is  no  Time  pre- 
^  ifent,  and  that  what  we  call  io,  is  nothing  but  the  Junc- 
ture and  Meeting  of  the  Future  and  Paft.'  HtracUtus^ 
""  That  nevexi  any  Man  entered  twice  into  the  fame  Si- 

*  vcr :'  EpUbamms^  *  That  he  who  borrowed  Money  an 
^  Hour  ago,  does  not  owe  it  now ;  and  that  he  who  wa$ 

*  invited  Over-night  to  come,  the  next  Day  to  Dinner, 
<  comes  that  Day  uninvited,  confidering,  that  they  are 

*  no  more  the  fame  Men,  but  are  become  others ;'  and 
that  **  p  there  could  not  a  mortal  Subftance  be  found 
**  twice  in  the  fame  Condition :  For,  by  the  Suddennefs 
^'  and  Levity  of  the  Change,  it  one  while  Difperfes,  and 
*'  another  while  Re-aflembl^s ;  it  comes,  and  then  goes, 
*'  after  fuch  a  manner,  that  what  begins  to  be  Born,  ne-? 
*'  ver  arrives  to  the  Perfeftion  of  Being ;  foraimuch  as 

that  Birth  is  never  Finifhed  and  never  Stays,  as  being  at 
an  End,  but,  from  the  Seed,  is  evermore  Changing  and 
**  Shifting  from  one  to  another :  As,  from  the  human 
^^  Seed,  firft  in  the  Mother's  Womb  is  made  a  fbrmlefs 
•'  Embryo,  after  being  delivered  thence,a  fucking  Infant ; 
•'  afterwards  it  becomes  a  Boy,  then  a  Youth,  then  a 
*'  full-grown  Man,  then  a  Man  xr\  Years,  and,  at  laft,  a 
*'  decrepid  Old  Man :  So  that  Age,  and  fubfequeat  Gcnc- 
*'  ration,  is  always  Deftroying  and  Spoiling  that  which 
*'  went  before, 

Mutat  enim  mundi  mUuram  totius  setas^ 
Ex  alioque  alius  flatus  excipere  omnia  debet ^ 
'Nee  manet  ilia  fuijimilis  reSy  omnia  migrant j 
Omnia  conmutat  natura^  et  vettere  eogit  '^. 


t.  e. 


»  Seneca,  Ep.  j8.  And  PUfarch,  in  his  Traft,  mtided.  The  Sigmficathn 
of  the  Word^  lib.  i,  c.  12. 

P  The  following  Lines,  marked  "  are  a  verbal  Quotati6n  from  the  laft 
mentioned  Tra£l  ^  Plutarch^  except  the  Verfes  oi  Lucretitu. 

<i  Lucret,  lib.  v,  v,  826,  l^c. 
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For  Time  the  Nature  of  the  World  tranflatcs, 
And  gives  all  Things  new  from  preceding  States ; 
Nought  like  itfelf  remains,  but  all  do  range. 
And  Nature  forces  cv'ry  Thing  to  change. 

**  And  yet  we  foolifhly  fear  one  kind  of  Death,  whereas  wc 
■*  have  already  paft,  and  do  daily  pafs  fo  many  other.*'  *  For 

*  not  only,  as  Heraclitusyi/i,  the  Death  of  Fire  is  the  Ge- 
«  neration  of  Air,  and  the  Death  of  Air  the  Generation  of 

*  Water :'  **  But,  moreover,  we  may  more  clearly  difcern 
**  it  in  ourfelves  :  The  Prime  of  Life  dies,  and  pafles  a^^ 
««  way  when  Old- Aac  comes  on ;  and  Youth  is  terminated 
«  in  the  Prime  of  Life  ;  Infancy  in  Youths  and  the  firfl: 
"  Age  dies  in  Infancy  :  Yeftcrday  died  in  To-day,  and 
<«  To-day  will  die  in  To-morrow  ;  and  there  is  nothing 
<«  that  remains  in  the  fame  State,  or  that  is  always  the 
«  fame  Thing.  For,  that  it  is  fo,  let  this  be  the  Proof: 
««  If  we  are  always  one  and  the  fame,  how  comes  it  topafs» 
"  that  we  are  now  pleafed  with  one  Thing,  and  by  and  by 
**  with  another  ?  How  is  it  that  we  love  or  hate,  praife  or 
«'  coademn  contrary  Things  ?  How  comes  it  to  pafs,  that 
<<  we  have  different  Affe&ions,  and  no  more  retain  the 
"  fame  Sentiment  in  the  fame  Thought  ?  For  it  is  not 
^«  likely,  that,  without  Mutation,  we  mould  aflume  other 
"  Pafiions  i  and  that  which  fuffers.  Mutation  does  not  re-i 
"  main  the  fame,  and  if  it  be  not  the  fame,  it  is  not  thercy 
«  fore  exifling :  ^ut  the  fame  that  the  Being  is,  does,  like 
"  it,  change  its  Being,  beconaing  evermore  another  from 
•'  another  Thing  j  and,  confequeatly^  the  natural  Senfe« 
<«  ahufe  and  deceive  thenafelvts,  t^jki^g  that  which  feems, 
"  for  that  which  is,  far  want  of  well  knowing  what  thaft 
"  which  is,  is.  But  what  is  it.tb^n-that  truly  is  ?  That 
''  which  is  Eternal :  That  is  w  fayr  that  never  had  Be- 
^'  ginning,  nor  never  ihaU  have  Ei^ding,  and  to  which 
*'  Time  never  brings  any  Mutation.  For  Time  is  a  mov-« 
«'  ing  Thing,  and  that  appears  asv  in  a  Sha-  Tima moving 
"  dow,  with' a  Matter  evexra,oie  flowing  and  Tf^ng.'wUboHt 
*'  running,  without  ever  remaining  Stable    ^^'*^i»«»»0'' 

<*  and  Permanent :  And  to  which  thofe  Words  appertain 
I  "  befofe, 
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•*  before,  and  after,  has  been,  or  fhall  be  ;  which,  at  the 
•*  firft  Sight,  evidently  (hew,  that  it  is  not  a  Thing  diat 
**  is  ;  for  it  were  a  great  Folly,  and  an  apparent  Falfity, 
*^  to  fay,  that  that  is,  which  is  not  yet  in  Being,  or  that 
**  has  already  ceafed  to  be  :  And  as  to  thefe  Words,  Pre* 
**  fenty  Injlanty  and  Now^  by  which  it  feems,  that  wc 
**  principally  fupport  and  found  the  Intelligence  of  Pitney 
•'  Reafon  difcovering,  it  does  prefently  deftroy  it ;  for  it 
immediately  divides  and  fplits  it  into  the  Future  and 
Pajly  being,  of  Neceltity,  to  confider  it  divided  in  two. 
**  The  fame  happens  to  Nature  that  is  meafured,  as  to 
•'  Time  that  meafures  it ;  foV  (he  has  nothing  that  is  Sub- 
♦*  fitting  and  Permanent,  but  all  Things  are  either  Born, 
Bearing,  or  Dying.     By  which  Means  it  were-  finful 
to  fay  of  God^  who  is  He  who  only  is^  that  He  waSj  or 
••  that  Hejhallbe':  For  thofe  are  Terms  of  Declenfion, 
**  PaiTage,  or  Viciffitude,  of  what  cannot  continue,  or 
*'  remain  in  Being.    Wherefore  we  are  to  concludie,  that 
God  only  is,  not  according  to  any  Meafure  of  Time^ 
but  according  to  an  immutable  and  an  immoveable  £- 
ternity^  not  meafured  by  Time^  nor  fubjeft  to  any  Dc^ 
clenfion :  Before  whom  nothing  was,  and  after  whom 
nothing  fhall  be,  either  more  New,  or  more  Recent ; 
but  a  real  Beings  that,  with  one  Sole  Now^  fills  the/?r 
every  and  that  there  is  nothing  that  truly  is,  but  He 
alone ;  without  being  able  to  fay.  He  has  been^  or  fiall 
••  bey  without  Beginning,  and  without  End." 

To  this  religious  Conclufion  of  a  Pagan  I  fhall  only 
add  this  Teftimony  '  of  one  of  the  fame  Condition,  for 
the  Clofe  of  this  long  and  tedious  Difcourfe,  which  would 
fiirnifh  me  with  cndlefs  Matter.  What  a  vile  and  aljeSl 
Things  fays  he,  is  Man^  if  be  do  not  raife  Jnmfelf  ab&ve  Hu^ 
manity  ?  'Tis  a  good  Word,  and  a  profitable  Defire,  but 
cquafly  abfurd  ;  for,  to  make  a  Handful  bigger  than  the 
Hand,  and  the  Cubit  longer  than  the  Arm,  and  to  hope 
fo  ftride  further  than  our  Legs  can  reach,  is  both  impof- 
.fible  and  monflrous,  or  that  Man  fhould  rife  above  him- 
felf  and  Humanity  -,  fbr  he  cannot  fee  but  with  his  Eyes, 
nor  fcizre  but  with  his  Power.   He  (hall  be  exalted,  if  God 

will 

'  Seneca  in  his  Natural  Slueftion^-  lib.  i.  in  the  Preface, 
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will  lend  himliis  extraordinary  Hand ;  he  (hall  exalt  him- 
felf,  by  abandoning  and  renouncing  his  own  proper  Meajas» 
and  by  fufiering  himfelf  to  be  railed  and  elevated  by  Means 
purely  Celeftial :  It  belongs  to  our  Chriftian  Faith,  and 
not  to  Seneca's  Stoical  Virtues,  to  pretend  to  this  divine  and 
miraculous  Metamorphofis. 


CHAP.    XIIL 

Of  judging  of  the  Death  of  another. 

WH  E  N  we  judge  of  another's  Courage  in  Beatb^ 
which,  without  Doubt,  is  the  moft  remarkable 
Aftion  of  human  Life,  we  are  to  take  Notice  of  one 
Thing,  which  is,  that  Men  very  hardly  believe  themfelves 
to  be  arrived  to  that  Period.  Few  Men  die  with  an  Af- 
furance  that  it  is  their  laft  Hour,  and  there  is  nothing 
wherein  the  Flattery  of  Hope  does  more  delude  us.  It 
never  ceafes  to  whilper  in  our  Ears,  *  Others   jv^  'very  refi- 

*  have  been  much  ficker  without  dying  5  my   lute  Jjfurance 

*  Condition  is  not  fo  defperate  as  'tis  thought,    ^  '^  -^^^^^ 

*  and,  at  the  worft,  God  has  wrought  other   e^^^^^-  , 

*  Miracles.'  This  happens,  by  rcafon  that  we  fct  too 
much  Value  upon  ourfelves.  It  feems,  to  us,  as  if  the 
Univerfality  of  Things  were,  in  fome  Meafure,  to  f^ffer 
by  our  Annihilation,  and  that*  it  did  commiferate  our 
Condition.  Forafmuch  as  our  depraved  Sight  reprefents 
Things  to  itfelf  after  the  fame  manner,  and  that  we  are  of 
Opinion,  they  Hand  in  as  much  Need  of  us,  as  we  do  of 
them. ;  like  People  at  Sea,  to  whom  Mountains,  Fields, 
Cities,  Heaven  and  Earth  are  toStd  at  the  fame  Rate  ait 
they  are : 

Provehimur  pertu^  terr^eque  urbefque  recedunt '. 
'  ^  /.  e. 

Out  of  the  Port,  with  a  briflc  Gale  we  fpeed. 
Advancing,  while  the  Shores  and  Towns  recede. 

Who 

»  iEn^id,  lib.  Ki.  v.  72. 
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Who  ever  few  an  old  Man,  that  did  not  aippUud  the  paft, 
and  condemn  the  prefent  Time,  layina;  the  Fault  ot'  his 
Mifcry  and  Difcontent  upon  the  World,  and  the  Manners 
of  Men  ? 

^amque  caput  quuffans  graniis  fufpirat  arator^ 

Et  cum  tempore^  teniporibus  prJfentia  epnfert  ^ 

Prateritis^  laudat  fortunas  fifpe  parentis^ 

♦  Ei  €r€pa0  aniiqimm  germs  ut  pet  ate  repletum  ^ 

i^  e.  . 

Now  the  old  Ploughman  lighs,  and  fhakes  his  Head^ 
And,  prefent  Times  comparing  with  thofe  flod. 
His  Predeceflbrs  Happinefs  does  praife, 
And  the  great  Piety  of  that  old  Race. 

We  draw  all  Things  aldng  with  us  j  whence  it  follows, 
rA*;-.A<^/^^  that  we  confider  our  Death  as  a  very  great 
Cinfiquiwcis  Thmg,  and  that  does  not  lo  eanly  pais,  nor 
Men  are  apt  to   without  the  folemn  Confultation  of  the  Stars : 

%^e^h  ^^  '^^'^   ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  tumultuantes  Deos  -,  as  if 

there  was  a  Rout  among  fo  many'  of  the 
Gods  about  the  Life  of  one  Man,  and  the  more  we  value 
Qurfelves,  the  more  we  think  fo.  *  What !  fhall  fo  much 
Knowledge  be  loft,  with  fo  much  Damage  to  the  World, 
without  a  particular  Concern  of  the  Dcftinies  ?  Does  fo 
rare  and  exemplary  a  Soul  coft  no  more  the  kilHngi 
than  one  that  is  vulgar,  and  of  no  Ufe  to  the  Public '? 
This  Life  that  proteds  fo  many  others,  upon  which  fo 
many  other  Lives  depend,  that  imploys  fo  vaft  a  Nutti; 
her  of  Men  in  his  Service,  and  that  fills  fo  many  Places ; 

♦  fhall  it  drop  off  like  one  that  hangs  but  by  its  own*  fin- 

♦  glc  Thread  ?  *  None  of  us  lays  it  enough  to  Heart,  thai 
wc  arc  but  one.  Thene®  proceeded  thefe  Words  of  Cafar 
to  his  Pilot,  more  tumid  than  the  Sea  that  threatened 
him. 

T  haUmn  ft  cfiU  authgre  recufasy 

Me  pete :  Sola  tibi  caufa  h^ec  efi  jujta  timoris^ 
VeSlorem.nonnoJfetuum^ferrumpeprocellas. 
futtld  fectcfi  met  '" \ 

■  '*    ^   ■  *  ■'  i.  e, 

ff 

«  Lncret*  kb.  ii.  v.  116^      .    »  LiiCan.  iih.  v.  Vk$J()* 
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i.  e. 

If  thou  to  fail  to  Itafy  decline 
Under  the  Gods  Protedioo,  truft  to  mine ; 
The  only  juft  Caufe  that  tbou  haft  to  fear. 
Is  that  thou  doft  not  know  thy  Paflenger  ; 
But  I  being  now  aboard,  tho*  Hiptune  raves, 
P  ear  not  to  cut  thro'  the  tempeftuous  Waxres. 

And  thefe, 

credit  jam  digna  pericula  Oefar 

Fails  effefuis :  Taniufque  ever  tire  (dixit) 
Mefuper  labor  ejtj  parvd  quern  puppe  fedentewi^ 
Tarn  magno  petiere  mart, ^. 

/.  e. 

Thefe  Dangers,  worthy  of  his  Deftiny, 
defar  did  qow  believe,  and  then  did  cry. 
What,  is  it  for  the  Gods  a  Taik  fo  great 
To  overthrow  me,  that,  to  do  the  Feat, 
In  a  poor  little  Bark  they  muft  be  fain 
Here  to  furpriie  me  on  the  fwelling  Main  ? 

And  that  idle  Fancy  of  the  Public,  that  the    Mounting  fir 
Sun  mourned  for  his  Death  a  whole  Year ;       ^^^['^^^  "f 

lUe  etiam  extinSo  mferatus  Oefare  Romam^ 
Cum  caput  obfcurd  nitidum  ferrugim  texit  \ 

I.  e. 

The  Sun,  when  Cefar  fell,  was  touch'd  for  Rame 
With  tender  Pity,  and  bewailed  its  Doom. 

and  a  thoufand  of  the  like  kind,  wherewith  the  World 
fuffers  itfelf  to  be  fo  eafily  impofcd  upon,  believing,  that 
our  Interefts  alter  the  Heavens,  and  that  they  are  con- 
cerned at  our  minute  Aftions.  ^  Non  tarUa  Calo  focietas 
nobifcum  eft^  ut  ^ofiro  fato  mortalisjit  Hit  quoque  Jiderum  fuU 
gor.  There  is  no  fuch  Partnerfliip  betwixt  us  and  Hea- 
ven, that  the  Brightnefs  of  the  Stars  fhould  decay  by  our 
Death. 

Now, 

^  Lucan.  lib.  v.  v.  653,  \£c.  *  Virg.  Georg.  lib.  1.  v.  460,  lic^ 

y  Plin.  Nat.  Hift,  1.  ii.  c.  8.  ' 


Cciar. 
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Now,  to  judge  of  the  Conftancy  knd  Refolution  of  a 
Man  J  that  does  not  yet  believe  himfelf  to  be 
uj!^^af7h  certainly  in  Danger,  tho*  he  really  is,  is  no 
Fortitude  of  Reafon  ;  and  'tis  not  enough,  that  he  dies  in 
wutuf'wbobave  this  Proceeding,  unlefs  he  did  purpofdy  put 
^£^b^'^''     himfelf  upon  it  for  this  End.     It  commonly 

falls  out,  in  moft  Men,  that  they  fet  a  good 
Face  upon  the  Matter,  and  fpeak  big,  to  acquire  a  Repu- 
tation, which  they  hope  alfo,  whilft  living,  to  enjoy.  Of 
all  that  I  have  feen  die.  Fortune  has  difpofed  their  Coun- 
tenances, and  not  their  Defign ;  and  even  of  thofe  who, 
in  ancient  Times,  have  difpatched  themfelves,  'tis  much 
to  be  noticed,  whether  it  were  a  fudden,  or  a  lingering 
Death.  That  cruel  Roman  Emperor,  would  fay  of  his 
Prifoners,  ^hat  be  would  make  them  feel  Death ;  and  if  any 
one  killed  himfelf  in  Prifon,  7bat  Fellow^  faid  he,  bos 
efcapedfrom  me.  He  was  prolonging  Death,  and  making 
it  felt  by  Torments. 

Vidimus  et  teto  quamvis  in  corpore  cafo^ 
Nil  anim^e  ktbale  datum  moremque  nefanda 
Durum  favitiif^  pereuntis  parcere  morti  *. 

t.  e. 

And  in  tormented  Bodies  we  have  feen, 
Amongft  thofe  Wounds  none  that  have  mortal  been  ; 
Inhuman  Method  of  dire  Cruelty, 
That  means  to  kill,  yet  will  not  let  Men  die  ! 

In  plain  Truth,  it  is  no  fuch  great  Matter,  for  a  Man 
in  Health,  and  in  a  fettled  Frame  of  Mind,  to  refolve  to 
kill  himfelf ;  it  is  very  eafy  to  ^boaft  before  pne  comes  to 
the  Pufh :  Infomuch  that  Heliogabalusy  the  moft  effemi- 
nate Man  in  the  World,  amongft  his  moft  fenfual  Plea- 
fures,  contrived  to  make  himfelf  die  delicately,  when  he 
jfhould  be  forced  to  it.   And,  •  that  his  Death  *  might  not 

*  give  the  Lye  to  the  reft  of  his  Life,  had  purpofely  built 

*  a  fumptuous  Tower,  the  Front  and  Bafe  whereof  was 
^  covered  and  laid  with  Planks  enriched  with  Gold  and 

*  precious  Stones,  thence  to  precipitate  hifnfelf ;  and  alfo 

*  caufcd 

«  Lucan.  lib,  ii.  v.  1 78,  \Sc. 

"  i£l.  Laxnprid.  p.  112,  113.  Hilt  AuguH. 
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*  caufed  Cords,  twitted  with  Gold  and  Crimfon  Silk,  to 

*  be  made,  wherewith  to  ftrangle  himfelf ;  and  a  Sword, 
^  with  the  Blade,  of  Gold,  to  be  hammered  out  to  fall  up- 
«  on  5  and  kept  Poifon  in  Veffels  of  Emerald  and  Topaz, 
^  wherewith  to  poifon  himfelf,  according  as  he  fhould  like 
«  to  chufc  cither  of  thefe  Ways  of  Dying.* 

Impiger^  etfortis  virtute  coaSla  **. 

L  e. 
By  a  forced  Valour  refolutc  and  brave. 

Yet,  as  for  this  Perfon,  the  Effeminacy  of  his  Prepafi- 
tions  makes  it  more  likely,  that  his  Heart  would  have 
failed  him,  had  he  been  put  to  the  Teft.  But  in  fhofe 
who,  with  great  iRefolution,  have  deterniined  to  difpatcK 
themfelves,  we  muft  examine,  whether  it  were  with  one 
Blow  which  took  away  the  Leifure  of  feeling  the  Effefl: : 
For  it  is  to  be  queftioned,  whether  perceiving  Life,  by- 
little  and  little,  to  fteal  away,  the  Sentiment  of  the  Body 
mixing  itfelf  with  that  of  the  Soul,  and  the  Means  of  re« 
penting  being  offered,  whether,  I  fay,  Conftancy  and  Ob- 
ftinacy,  in  fo  dangerous  a  WiJI,  is  to  be  found. 

In  the  Civil  Wars  of  Cafar  %  Lucius  DomitiuSy  being 
taken  in  Abruzzo^  and  thereupon  poifoning    <^,  ^       ,. 
himfelf,  afterwards  repented  of  it.     It  has    cfj^om^m^ 
happened,  in  our  Time,  that  a  certain  Per-    and  othens, 
fon  being  refolved  to  difpatch  himfelf,  and    ^ofbo femed  re^^ 
not  having  gpne  deep  enough  at  the  firft  "^^f/ ^"^ 
Thruft,  the  Senfibility  of  the  Flelh  repul-    d^I^*^^ 
fing  his  Arm,  he  gave  himfelf  three  or  fo»r 
Wounds  more,  but  could  never  prevail  upon  himfelf  to 
thruft  home.     Whilft  ^  Plantius  Sjihanus  was  upon  his 
Trial,  Virgulantia^  his  Grandmother,  fent  him  a  Poniard, 
with  which,  not  being  able  to  kill  himfelf,  he  made  his 
Servants  to  cut  his  Veins.    •  Albucillay  in  Tiberius\  Time, 
having,  to  kill  himfelf,  ftruck  with  too  much  Tendernefs, 

gave 

*•  Lucan.  lib.  iv.  v.  798.  Edit.  Grov.  in  0£lavo. 
«  Plutarch  in  the  Life  of  Jidim  QeffoTi  c.  10. 
^  Tacit.  Annol*  lib.  iv, 
*  Idem,  ibid.  Ub.  >L 
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gave  his  Advcrfarics  Opportunity  to  iftiprifon^  and  put 
him  to  Death  their  own  Way.  And  that  great  Leader 
Demoftbenesj  after  his  Rout  in  Sicify^  did  the  fame  9  and 
€.  Pmbria  \  having  ftruck  himfclf  too  weakly^  intreated 
his  Servant  to  kill  him  outright.  On  the  contrary,  >  Ofto-^ 
rius^  who  could  not  make  Ufe  of  his  own  Arnn  difdained 
to  imploy  that  of  his  Servant  to  any  other  Ufe,  but  only  to 
hold  the  Poniard  ftraigh't  and  firm,  whilft  he  run  his  Neck 
full  drive  againft  it,  fo  that  it  pierced  thro'  his  Throat, 
*Tis,  in  Truth,  a  Morfel  that  is  to  be  fwallowed  without 
chewing,  and  requires  the  Palate  of  an  Ofltidge ;  and  yet 
Adrian^  the  Emperor,  made  his  Phyfician  mark  and  in- 
circle,  in  his  Pap,  the  very  Place  wherein  the  Man  he  had 
ordered  to  kill  him,  was  to  give  the  Stab.  For  this  Rea- 
ibn  it  was,  that  Cafar^  being  aflced,  •  What  Death  he 

*  thought  to  be  the  moft  defired  ?  *  Made  Anfwer,  «  The 

*  leaft  premeditated,  and  the  fhorteft  \*  If  Cafar  dared 
to  fay  it,  it  is  no  Cowardice  in  me  to  believe  it.  *  'A  fhort 

*  Death,  fays  PUny^  is  the  Sovereign  Happinels  of  Hu- 
\  man  Life/  They  do  not  much  care  to  own  it :  No 
one  can  fay,  that  he  is  refolved  for  Death,  who  bo^es 
at  it,  and  cannot  umlei-go  it  with  his  Eyes  open.  They 
that  we  fee,  in  exemplary  Punifliments,  run  to  their  Death, 
haften  and  prefs  their  Execution,  do  it  not  out  of  Refolu- 
tion,  but  they  will  not  give  themfelves  Leifure  to  confider 
it ;  it  does  not  trouble  them  to  be  dead,  but  to  die, 

*  Etnori  noloy  fed  me  effe  mortuum  nihili  aftimo  *• 

/.  e. 
To  be  dead  is  nothing  to  me  ^  but  I  fear  to  die, 

•lis  a  Degree  of  Conftancy,  to  which  I  know,  by  Expe-^ 
rience,  that  I  could  arrive,  like  thofe  who  plunge  them- 
felves into  Dangers,  as  into  the  Sea,  with  their  Eyes  fliut. 

There 

'  Plutmth  in  the  life  ofNiaat,  c  ip. 
s  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xvi. 

*  Suet  in  J.  Cacfare,  fcft.  87. 

*  Nat.  Hill.  lib.  vii.  c.  53. 

^  Epicharmus,  the  Gr^fi  Philofopher,  was  the  Author  of  the  Vcrfc,  here 
tranflated,  by  Cicero,  into  Latin  Profc. 
1  CfC  Tiifc.  lib.  i.  c.  %. 
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There  is  nothing,  in  my  Opinion,  more  illuftrious,  in 
the  Life  of  Socrates  J  than  that  he  had  thirty    rhtconflant 
whole  Days  wherein  to  ruminate  upon  the   and  nfitute 
Sentence  of  his  Death  ;  to  have  digcfted  it,    ^^^^  of  So- 
all  that  Time,  with  a  moft  aflured  Hope,   '=^^''- 
without  Emotion,  and  without  Alteration,  and  with  Words 
and  Adions  rather  carelefs  and  indifferent,  than  any  Way 
fUrred  or  difcompofed  by  the  Weight  of  fuch  a  Thought, 
That  Pomponius  Atticus^  to  whom  Cicero  writes    7-^^  2)^^^  -^ 
fo  oft,  being  fick,  caufed  Agrippa^  his  Spn-in-    Pomponius 
law,  and  two  or  three  more  or  his  Friends,  to   Atticus,  fy 
be  called  to  him,  and  told  them,  *  °*  That   ^^-^'''^• 
^  having  found  all  Means  pra&ifed  upon  him,  for  his  Re- 
^  covery,  to  be  in  vain,  and  that  all  he  did  to  prolong  his 
^  Life,  did  alfo  prolongjand  augment  his  Pain  ;  he  was 

*  refolved  to  put  an  End  both  to  one  and  tht  other,  de- 
^  firing  them  to  approve  of  his  Deliberation,  or,  at  lead, 

*  not  to  lofe  their  Labour  in  endeavouring  to  diifuade 

*  him.*  Now,  having  chofen  to  deftroy  himfelf  by  Ab- 
ftinence,  his  Difeafe  was  accidentally  fo  cured,  and  the 
Remedy  he  made  Ufe  of  to  kill  himfelf,  reftored  him  to 
Health*  His  Phyiicians  and  Friends  rejoicing  at  fo  hap- 
py an  Event,  and,  coming  to  congratulate  him,  were,  ne- 
verthelefs,  very  much  deceived,  it  being  impoffible  for 
them  to  make  him  alter  his  Purpofe  -,  he  telling  them, 

*  That,    be    it    as    it'  would,  he  muft,  one  Day,  die, 

*  and  that,  being  now  fo  far  on  his  Way,  he  would  fave 

*  himfelf  the  Labour  of  beginning  again  another  Time.* 
This  Man,  having  furveyed  Death  at  Leifure,  was  not 
only  not  difcouraged  at  meeting  it,  but  fully  bent  on  it : 
For  being  fatisfied,  that  be  had  engaged  in  the  Combat, 
he  thought  he  was  obliged,  in  Honour,  to  fee  the  End 
on*t.  'Tis  far  beyond  not  fearing  Death,  to  defire  to  tafte 
and  rclifh  it. 

The  Story  of  the  Philofopher  Cleantbes  is  very  like  this. 

*  "He  having  his  Gums  fwelled  and  rotten,    cieanthesV 

*  his  Phyficians  advifed  him  to  great  Abfti-    Refilution  tf^ 

*  nence  :  Having  fafted  two  Days,  he  was    ^'^* 

Vol.  II.  C  c  "^  io 

°  Corn.  Nepos^  in  the  Life  oi  Jttkus. 

f  Di^i^  Latrt.  m  the  Lib  pf  CUanth:,  lib.  viiu  feft.  176. 
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«  fo  much,  that  they  pronounced  him  cured,  and  per- 
^  micced  him  to  return  to  his  ordinary  Courfe  of  Diet  : 

*  He,  on  the  contrary,  already  tailing  fome  Sweetneis  in 
^  this  Faimnefs  of  his,  would  not  be  perfuaded  to  go 
^  back,  but  refolved  to  proceed,  and  to  finifh  the  Courie 

*  he  had  fo  far  advanced  in/ 

TulUus  MdrceUhius  \  •  a  young  Man  of  Rams,  having  a 
The  refihtte  niind  to  anticipate  the  Hour  of  his  Deftiny, 
Dtaib  of  a  in  order  to  be  rid  of  a  Difeafe  that  was  more 
jfmg  Roman.  Trouble  to  him,  than  he  was  willing  to  en- 
dure ;  tho'  his  Phyficians  aflured  him  of  a  certain,  tho* 
not  fudden  Cure,  called  a  Council  of  Yiis  Friends,  to  con- 
fult  about  it :  *  Some,  fays  Seneca,  gave  him  the  Coun- 
^  fel,  which,  from  Pufillanimity,  they  would  have  taken 

*  themfelves  ;  •others,  out  of  Flattery,  prefciibed  what 
^  they  thought  he  would  bed  like : '  But  a  St^c  iaid 
^  thus  to  him  :  ^  Do  not  teaze  thyfelf,  JMarcelUnus,  as  if 
^  thou  didft  deliberate  of  a  Thing  of  Importance  \  'tis 
^  no  great  Matter  to  live ;  thy  Servants  and  Beafts  live ; 
^  but  it  is  a  great  Thing  to  die  handfomely,  wifely,  and 
^  with  Fortitude :  Do  but  think  how  long  thou  haft  done 
^  the  fame  Thing ;  eat,  drink,  and  fleep  y  drink,  floep, 
^  and  eat.  We  are  inceflantly  wheeled  round  in  one  and 
^  the  fame  Circle  ;  not  only  ill  and  infupportable  Acci- 
^  dents,  but  even  the  Satiety  of  living,  inclines  a  Man  to 

*  defire  to  die/  Marcellinus  did  not  ftand  in  Need  of  a 
Man  to  advife,  but  of  a  Man  to  afllft  him  •,  his  Servants 
were  afraid  to  meddle  in  the  Bufmefs :  But  riiis  Philofo- 
pher  gave  them  to  underftand,  ^  That  Domeftics  are  fuf-  ■* 

peAed,  even  when  it  is  in  Doubt,  whether  the  Death  of 
the  Mafter  were  voluntary,  or  no ;  otherwife,  that  it 
would  be  of  as  ill  Example  to  hinder  him,  as  to  kill 
him  ;*  forafmuch  as» 

Inviiwn  f^firvaf^  idmfacit  occidenti  ^ 

Who  makes  a  Man  to  live  againft  his  WiJI, 
As  cruel  is,  as  if  he  did  him  kill. 

The 

^  Sewc.  Ep.  77.        P  Mem,  ib.        s  Iforat.  in  Art.  Po«t.  v.  467. 
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The  Siok  afterwards  told  Marcellinus^  ^  That  it  would  not 
^  be  indecent,  as  what  is  left  on  our  Tables,  when  we  have 
^  dined,  is  given  to  the  Waiters,  fo.  Life  being  ended,  to 
^  diftribttte  fomething  to  thofe  who  have  been  our  Ser- 
*  vants.'  Now  MarceUinus  was  of  a  free  and  liberal  Spi- 
rit ;  tie  therefore  divided  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  anMKig 
his  Attendants,  and  made  them  eafy.  As  to  the  rt%  he 
had  no  Need  of  Steely  nor  of  Blood :  He  was  refolved  to 
go  out  of  this  Life,  and  not  to  run  out  of  it ;  not  to  ef- 
cape  from  Death,  but  to  try  it :  And,  to  give  himfelf 
Leifure  to  parly  with  it,  having  forlaken  all  manner  of 
Nouriihment,  the  third  Day  following,  when  he  had  cau- 
fed  hiiftielf  to  be  fprinkled  with  warm  Water,  he  fainted 
by  Degrees,  and  not  without  fome  kind  of  PJeafure,  as  he 
himfelf  declared.  In  Earneft,  fudi  as  have  been  ac- 
quainted writh  thefe  paintings,  proceeding  from  Weak- 
nefs,  do  fay^  that  chev  are  therein  fenfible  of  no  manner 
of  Pain,  faiut  rather  teel  a  kind  of  Delight,  as  in  a  Paf- 
fage  to  Sle^  and  Reft :  Thefe  are  Deaths  ftudied  and 
digefted. 

But,  to  the  End  that  Cato  only  may  furnilh  out  the 
whole  Example  of  Virtue,  it  feems  as  if  his  Detub  br^vdy 
good  Defiiny  had  put  his  ill  one  into  his  ^wfnntid  ly 
Hand,  with  which  he  gave  himfelf  the  Blow  %  ^^*^- 
ieeing  he  had  the  Leifure  to  confront  and  ftruggle  with 
Death)  reinforcing  his  Courage  in  die  highefl.  Danser, 
inftead  of  (lackening  it.  And,  if  I  had  been  to  reproent 
him  in  his  loftieft  Stadon,  I  ihould  have  done  xt  in  the 
Pofture  of  one  tearing  out  bis  bloody  Bowels,  rather  than 
with  his  Sword  in  his  Hand,  as  did  the  Statuaries  of  his 
Time  :  For  this  fecond  Murder  would  have  been  much 
more  furious  than  the  fir Gb. 


Cci  CHA^, 
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C  H  A  P.    XIV. 

Ubw  the  Mind  hampers  itfelf. 

^/TT^IS  a  pleafant  Imagination,  to  fancy  a  Mind  cxadlr- 
J[  ly  balanced  betwixt  two  equal  Dcfires  :  -For, 
•  ,  ■  .  .  doubtlefs,  it  can  never  pitch  upon  cither, 
is7e/irL^  forafmuch  as  the  Choice  and  Application 
in  its  Choice  would  manifcft  an  Inequality  of  Value  ;  and 
btt'wixt  Pwo  were  we  fet  betwixt  the  Bottle  and  the  Ham, 
Tb^s  indiffe-   ^jjj^  ^^  gq^^j  Appetite  to  Drink  and  to  Eat, 

^^''  there  would,  doubtlefs,  be  no  Remedy,  but 

to  die  for  Thirft  and  Hunger.  To  provide  againft  thh 
Inconvenience,  the  5/wVj,  when  they  are  alked,  *  Whence 

*  this  Eledion  in  the  Soul,  of  two  indififerent  Things, 

*  does  proceed,  (fo  as,  out  of  a  great  Number  of  CrownV, 
^  rather  to  take  one  than  another,  there  being  no  Rea- 

*  fon  to  incline  us  to  fuch  a  Preference)'  make  Anfwcr, 
'  That  this  Movement  of  the  Soul  i&  extraordinary  and 

*  irregular ;  that  it  enters  into  us  by  a  ftrange,  acciden- 

*  tal,  and  fortuitous  Impulfe/  It  might  rather,  methinks', 
be  faid,  that  nothing  prcfents  itfelf  to  us  wherein  there  is 
not  fome  Difference,  how  little  foever ;  and  that,  cither 
by  the  Sight  or  Touch,  there  is  always  fome  Choice, 
'which,  tho'  it  be  imperceptibly,"  tempts  and  attradbs  us. 
Whoever  likewife^lhall  prefuppofe  a  Packthread  equally 
ftrpng  throughout,  it  is  utterly  impoflible  it  fhould  break ; 
iQt\  where  will  you  have  the  Fracture  to  b^n  ?  And 

'that  it  (hould  break  all  together  is  not  in  Nature.  Who- 
ever alfo  fhould  hereunto  join  tKe  Geometrical  Propo- 
fitions,  that,  by  the  Certainty  of  their  Demonftrations, 
conclude  the  Contained  to  be  greater  than  the  Contain- 
ing, the  Center  to  be  as  great  as  the  Circumference,  and 
that  fhould  find  out  two  Lines  incefTantly  approaching 
each  other,  with  no  Poffibility  of  their  ever  meeting  ;  and 
the  Philofopher's  Stone,  and  the  Quadrature  of  the  Cir- 
clej  Adhere  Reafon  and  the  Effeft  are  fo  oppofite,  might, 
peradvcnture,  draw  ibme  Argument  to  prove  it,  to  fup- 

port 
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port  this  bold  Saying  of  P/;>jy  %  Solum  cerium  nihil  eft  cer- 
//,  et  bomine  nihil  miferius  aut  fuperbius.  That  it  is  only 
certain  there  is  nothing  certain,  and  that  nothing  is  more 
miferable  or  proud  than  Man. 


CHAP.    XV. 

That  our  Defires  are  augmented  by  the  Difficulty  of 

obtaining  them. 

■  • 

THERE  is  no  Reafon  that  has  not  its  contrary, 
fay  the  Wifeft  of  Philofophers.  I  fomctimes  ru- 
minate on  the  excellent  Saying  urged  by  one  of  the  An- 
cients for  the  Contempt  of  Life  ;  *  No  Good  can  bring 
'  Pleafurc,  unlcfs  it  be  That  for  the.  Lofs  of  which  we 
*  are  prepared  :*  In  aquo  eft  dolor  amijfa  reij  et  timor  amit- 
tendie  'j  The  Grief  of  haying  loft  a  Thing,  and  the  Fear 
of  lofing  it,  are  equal.  Meaning,  by  that,  that  the  Frui- 
tion of  Life  cannot  be  truly  pleafant  to  us,  if  we  are  in 
Fear  of  lofing  it. 

It  might,  however,  be  faid,  on  the  contrary,  that  we 
grafp  and  embrace  this  Good  the  more  clofely  and  af- 
leftionately,  the  lefs  aflured  we  are  of  holding  it,  and  the 
more  we  fear  to  have  it.  taken  from  us  ;  for  it  is  evident, 
that  aS^  Fire  burns  with  greater  Fury  when  Cold  comes  to 
mix  with  it,  fo  ouTr  Wills  are  more  ftiarpcned  by  being 
oppofed : 

Si  nunquam  Danaen  babutjfet  abenea  turris^ 
Non  e£et  Danae  de  Jovefaila  parens  ^ 

i,  e. 
A  brazen  Tow'r  if  Danae  had  not  had,  * 
She  ne'er  by  Jove  had  been  a  Mother  made. 

And  that  there  is  nothings  in  Nature,  fo  contr'ary  to  our 
Tafte  as  the  Satiety  which  proceeds  from  Facility ;  not 
any  Thing  that  fo  much  whets  it,  as  Rarity  and  Diffi- 

C  c  3  culty. 

'  Plin.  lib.  Ji.  c,  7^  /  Scacc,  Ep,  98,  <  Ovid.  Axn.  lib.  ii 

El,  19.  V,  27,  ' 


» 
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ciilty.  "  Omnium  rerum  voluptas  ipfo  quo  debet  fugan  peri^ 
culo  crefcit.  The  Plcafurc  of  every  Thin^  incrcafes  by 
the  very  Danger  that  fhould  deter  us  from  it. 

Galla  nega^  fatiatur  amor  nifi  gaudia  torquent  ^. 

i.  e. 

Galla  denyi  be  not  too  eas'ly  gain'd. 

For.  Love  will  glut  with  Joys  too  foon  obtained. 

To  keep  Love  in  Breath,  Lnurgus  made  a  Decree,  thltt; 
the  married  People  of  Lacea^emonia  ihould  never  enjoy 
ono  another,  but  by  Stealth ;  and  that  it  fhould  be  as 
great  a  Shame  for  them  to  be  t^n  in  Bed  tj:^;^ther»  as 
with  others.  The  Difficulty  of  Affignadoas,  th^  Danger 
of  Surpriie,  and  the  Shame  of  the  next  Day. 

JE/  languor  J  et  jHentium^ 

Et  latere  petitus  ima  Jpiritus  '. 

The  Languor,  Silence,  and  the  far-ietch*d  Sigh$. 

Thefe  are  what  give  the  Haut-gout  to  the  Sauce :  How 
many  very  wantonly  pteafant  Sports  arifc  from  the  clean- 
ly and  modeft  Way  of  fpeaking  of  the  Works  of  Love  ? 
The  Pleafure  itfelf  feeks  to  be  heightened  with  Pair\ :  It 
is  much  fwcctcr  when  it  fmarts,  and  excoriates.  -  The 
Courtezan  Flora  faid,  *  She  never  lay  with  Pompey  ^^  but 
*  that  (he  made  him  carry  off  the  Prints  of  her  Teeth.* 

^od  petiere^  premunt  arSli^  faciuntque  dolor  em 
Corporis^  kt  dfintes  inlidunt  fdtpe  labellis  : 
Et  Jiimulis /u}/unt^  qui  inftigant  Udere  id  ipfum 
^iodcunque  eft^  rabies  unde  ill^e  germina  furguni  '. 

L  e. 
What  they  defir'd,  they  hurt,  and,  'midft  the  Blifs, 
Raife  Pain  ;  and  often,  with  a  furious  KiTs, 
They  wound  the  balmy  —    —    — 
But  ftill  fomc  Sting  remains,  fome  fierce  Defire, 
To  hurt  whatever  'twas  that  raised  the  Fire. 

And 

«  Sen.  it  Ben.  lib.  vii.  c  9.  "^  Mart.  lib.  iv.  Epig.  38.  *  Hor. 

K'pod.  Ode  xi  v.  1 3.  y  Phaarch  in  the  Liff  of  Pompey,  c.  t.  »  Lucr. 
lib.  iv.  V.  1072,  Wr. 
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And  fo  it  is  in  every  Thing  :  Difficulty  gives  all  Things 
their  Valuation.    The  People  of  the  MaarpufaU  of  Jnco- 
noj  moft  cbearfuUy  make  their  Vows  to  St.  James  de 
Comppjiella^  and  thofe  of  Galida  to  x>\ir  hzdj  6{  Lorefto  ; 
they  make  wondedful  Boafts,  at  l^egij  of  the  Baths  of 
jLnc^Oj  and  in  Tufcam  of  thofe  of  the  Spa :  There  are  fbtir 
Rtmmis  feefk  in  the  Feneing-Schobl  ix.  Rme^  \f hich  is  full 
of  Ftencb :  The  great  Catv  alfo,  like  wfe,  was  out  of  Con- 
ceit with  bis  Wife  While  flie  was  hij,  and  Jonged  f6r  her 
when  \n  the  PoffeflhMi  bf  i^other.     I  tttr^d  out  ain  old 
Stallion  into  the  Paddock,  becaule  he.was  not  to  be  go- 
verned when  he  fmclt  a  Mare;  the  Facility  prcfcndy 
fated  him,  with  Regard  to  his  own,  but  on  the  Sight  of 
ftrange  Mares,  and  of  the  firft  that  pafied  by  his  Paftiire, 
he  would  again  fall  to  his  importunate  Neighings,  and 
his  furious  Heats,  as  befere.    Our  Appetite  contemns, 
and  paiies  by  what  it  has  in  Poffi^lfion^  to  run  after  what 
it  has  not. 

Tranjvolai  in  medio  ptifitOj  et  fugierUia  capiat  % 

Thou  fcom'ft  that  Lafs  thou  may 'ft  with  Eafe  enjoy. 
And  court'ft  thofe  that  are  difficult  and  coy : 
^  0^^  the  Rake)  my  Paflion  can  dcfpife 
An  c^  Prey,  but  follows  when  it  flics  ^ 

To  forbid  us  any  Thing,  is  to  make  us  eager  for  it. 

» 

■        njfi  tu  fervare  pueltam 

Incipisy  incipiet  d(finere  eje  mea  ^ 

i.  e* 

If  thou  no  better  guard  thajt  Girl  of  thine. 
She'll  foon  begin  to  be  no  longer  mine. 

To  give  it  wholly  up  to  us,  is  to  beget  a  Contempt  of 
it.  in  us  :  Want,  and  Abundance,  relapfe  into  the  iame 
Inconvenience* 

^ibi  quod  fupereft^  mihi  quod  defit^  dolet  ^ 

C  c  4,  f.  ^ 

*  Horat.  lib.  i.  Sat.  2.  v.  xo8.         *»  Mr.  Francis.        «  OvMu  Amor* 
lib*  n,  EL  19.  v.  47.        <*  .Terent.  Phormiq^  Aft  i  Sc*  ]•  v. -9.. 
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Thy  Superfluities  do  trouble  thee. 

And  what  I  want,  and  pant  for,-  troubles  me. 

Dcfire  and  Fruition  do  equally  afflid  us  :  The  Rigours 
of  Miftrefles  are  difagreeable,  but  Pacility,  to  fay  Truth, 
is  more  ib ;  fbrafmuch  as  Difcontent  and  Anger  ^ring 
from  the  Efteem  we  have  of  the  Thing  defu^d  %  Love 
warms  and  ftimulates,  but  Satiety  begets  Difgufl: ;  'tis  a 
blunt,  dull,  ftupid,  and  fleepy  Paflion. 

Si  qua  volet  regnare  diu^  contcmnat  amantem  : 

'        •ccnternnite^  amantes^ 

Sic  bodie  veniet^  Ji  qua  negavit  beri '.  ' 

;•  e. 

The,  Lady  that  would  keep  her  Servant  ftill, 
.If  fhe  be  Wife,  will  fometimes  give  him  Pain  : 
And  the  fame  Policy  with  Men  will  do, 
If  they  fometimes  do  flight  their  Mifles  too  ; 
By  whidh  Means  fhe  that  Yefterday  faid  Nay, 
Will  pome  and  offer  up  herfelf  To-day  ^ 

Why  did  Poppea  invent  the  Ufe  of  a  Mafk  to  hide  her 
beautiful  Face,  but  to  enhance  it  to  her  Lovers  ?  Why 
have  they  veiled,  even  below  the  Heels,  thofc  Beauties 
that  every  one  defires  to  fhew,  and  every  one  defires  to 
fee  ?  Why  do  they  cover,  with  fo  many  Hindrances,  one 
over  another,  the  Parts  where  our  Defires,  and  their  own, 
have  their  principal  Seat  ?  And  to  what  End  arc  thofe 
great  hooped  Baftions",  with  which  our  Ladies  fortify  their 
Haunches,  but  to  allure  our  Appetite,  and  to  draw  us  the 
nearer  to  them,*  by  removing  us  the  farther  from  them, 

Etfugit  adfdices^  etfe  cupit  ante  videri  ^, 

/.  e. 

And  to  the  Willows  flies  to  be  concealed. 
Yet  does  defire  to  have  her  Flight  reveal'd, 

Interdum  tunica  duxit  operta  moram  ^« 

/.  e. 

*  Ovid.  Amor.  lib.  ii.  El.  19.  v.  33.  ^  Propert.  lib.  ii.  Eleg.  14, 

V.  19,  20.'     »  Virg.  Edog.  J.  v.  65.      »»  Propert  lib.  ii.  Eleg.  1 3.  v.  6, 
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The  Greek  Hiftorics  make  Mention  of  the  jigrippians  \ 
Neighbours  to  Seytbia^  who  live  cither  with- 
out Rod  or  Stick  to  offend  -,  that  not  only   ],Ze^ 
no  one  attempts  to  attack  them,  but  who-   coutnudlf  and 
ever  can  fly  thither  is  fafc,  by  reafon  of  their  ficurtfy  ivitb^ 
Virtue  and  Sanftity  of  Life,  and  no  one  is  fo   "^S"^^ 
bold  as  there  to  lay  Hands  upon  them  ;  and 
they  have  Applications  made  to  them,  to  determine  the 
Controverfies  that  arife  betwixt  Men  of  other  Countries, 
There  is  a  certain  Nation,  where  thelnclofures  of  Gardens 
and  Fields,  which  they  woqld  prcferve,  is  made  only  of  a 
String  of  Cotton-yarn  \  and,  fo  fenced,  is  more  firm  and 
fecurc  than  our  Hedges  and  Ditches.     "*  Furemfignatafa^ 
Ikitmt :  Aperta  effraSarius  preterit.     Things  fealed  up, 
invite  a  Thief :  Houfe-breakers  pafs  by  open  Doors. 

Peradventure,  the  Facility  of  entering  my  Houfe,  a- 
mongfl:  other  Things,  has  b«en  a  Means  to  y^^^  ^ 
prcferve  it  from  t^  Violence  of  our  Civil  /afe^  i^de- 
Wars  :  Defence  allures  an  Attempt,  and  De-  fenceUfi  Hwfi^ 
fiance  provokes  an  Attack.  I  enervated  the  ^^i  *^  ^'^• 
Soldiers  Defign,  by  depriving  the  Exploit  of  -^^^^'^ 
all  Danger,  and  all  Matter  of  Military  Glory,  which  is 
wont  to  ferve  them  for  Pretence  and  Excufe.  Whatever 
is  done  courageoufly,  is  ever  done  honourably,  at  a  Time 
when  the  Laws  are  filent.  I  render  the  Conqueft  of  my 
Houfe  cowardly  and  bafe  to  them  ;  it  is  never  Ihut  to  any 
one  that  knocks.  My  Gate  has  no  other  Guard  than^a 
Porter,  by  ancient  Cuftom  and  Ceremony ;  who  does  not 
fa  much  ferve  to  defend  it,  as  to  oflfer  it  with  more  E>e- 
cency,  and  the  better  Grace.  I  have  no  other  Guard  or 
Centinel  than  the  Stars.  A  Gentleman  would  be  in  the 
Wrong  to  make  a  Shew  of  Defence,  if  he  be  not  really  in 
a  Condition  to  defend  himfelf.  He  that  lies  open  on  one 
Side,  is  cvcry-wherc  fo.  Our  Anceftors  did  not  think  of 
building  Frontier  Garrifons.  The  Methods  of  Affaulcing, 
I  mean,  without  Battery  and  Army,  and  of  furprifing  our 
Houfes,  increafe  every  Day  above  the  Means  to  guard 
them.  Mens  Wits  arc  generally  (harp  fet  that  Way  :  In- 
vafion  every  one  is  concerned  in,  none  but  the  Rich  in 

Defence. 

^  Herodot.  lib.  iv.  {».  263.         *  Senec  £p.  68. 
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Defence.  Mine  was  ftrong  for  the  Time  whefein  it  was 
built ;  I  have  added  nothing  to  it  of  that  kind,  and  fhould 
fear  left  its  Strength  would  turn  againft  myfclf ;  befides 
which,'  we  are  to  confidcr,  that  a  peaceable  Time  would 
require  it  to  be  difmantled.  There  is  Danger  never  to  be 
able  to  regain  it,  and  it  would  be  very  hard  to  fccurc  it : 
For,  in  inteftine  Commotions,  your  Man  may  be  of  the 
Party  you  fear  ;  and  where  Religion  is  the. Pretext,  even 
a  Man's  neareft  Relation  becomes  faithlefs  with  a  Colour 
of  Juftice.  The  public  Exchequer  will  not  maintain  our 
domeftic  Garrifons ;  they  would  exhauft  it :  Wc  ourfelves 
have  not  wherewithal  to  do  it  without  our  Ruin,  or,  which 
is  more  inconvenient  and  injurious,  without  ruining  the 
People  :  As  to  the  reft,  you  thereby  lofe  all,  and  even 
your  Friends  will  be  ready  to  accufe  your  Want  of  Vigi^ 
lancy,  and  your  Improvidence,  than  to  pity  you,  as  well 
as  to  blame  your  Ignorance  or  Lukewarmnefs  in  the  Du* 
ties  of  your  Profeffion.  That  fo  many  garrifoned  Houfes 
have  been  loft,  whereas  this  of  mine  remains,  makes  me 
apt  to  believe,  that  they  were  only  loft,  by  being  guard- 
ed :  This  gives  an  Enemy  both  a  ftrong  Inclination  and 
Colour  of  Reafon  :  All  Watching  and  Warding  ihews  a 
Face  of  War,  Let  who  will  come  to  me  in  God's  Name* 
but  I  (hall  not  invite  them  :  'Tis  the  Retirement  I  have 
chofen  for  my  Repofe  from  War :  I  endeavour  to  fc- 
quefter  this  Corner  from  the  public  Tempcft,  as  I  alfo  do 
another  Corner  in  my  Soul.  Our  War  may  put  on  what 
Forms  it  will,  multiply  and  diverfify  itfelf  into  new  Par- 
ties ;  for  my  own  Part  I  Ihall  not  budge,  Amongft  fo 
many  garrifoned  Houfes,  I  am  the  only  Perfon,  of  my 
Condition,  that  I  know  of,  who  have  purely  intrufted 
mine  to  the  Protedion  of  Heaven,  without  removing 
either  Plate,  Deeds,  or  Hangings.  I  will  neither  fear, 
nor  fave  myfelf  by  halves  :  If  a  full  Acknowledgment 
can  acquire  the  Divine  Favour,  it  will  continue  with  me 
to  the  End  :  If  not,  I  have  ftaid  long  enough,  to  ren- 
der my  Continuance  remarkable,  and  fit  to  be  recorded  ; 
How  ?  Why,  I  have  lived  there  thirty  Years, 

CHAP, 
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in'oduce  to 
,  3  ^d  to  have 

C  H  A  P.    ^.  ^  ^iU  not 

1  lltS^- 


Of  G  L  O   1        ^«1-|W 

TH  E  R  E  is  the  Name  and  t\  \ 

is  a  Word,  which  denotes  anc 
the  Name  is  no  Part  of  the  Thing, 
•tis  a  foreign  Piece  joined  to  the  1  ...tu- 

out  it.  A  * 

God,  who  is  all  Fulnefs  in  himfelf,  and  the  Height  of 
all  Perfeftion,  cannot  augment  or  add  any  HtnvtheNaiae 
Thing  to  himfelf  internally,  but  his  Name  tfGf)dmajht 
may  be  augmented  and  increafed  by  the  '^'''^^• 
Blefling  .and  Praife  we  attribute  to  his  exterior  Works  : 
Which  Praife,  feeing  we  cannot  incorporate  it  in  him, 
forafmuch  as  he  can  have  no  Acceflion  of  Good,  we  at- 
tribute to  his  Name  \  which  is  the  Part  out  of  him  that 
is  neareft  to  us.  Thus  is  it,  that  to  God  alone  Glory  and 
Honour  appertain  ;  and  there  is  nothing  fb  remote  from 
Reafon,  as  thae  we  fhould  go  in  Queft  of  it  for  ourielves  ; 
for  being  Indigent  and  Neceflitous  within^  our  Efleooe 
being  imperfect,  and  having  continual  Need  of  Meliora- 
tion, 'tis  for  that  we  ought  to  labour  :  We  are  all  hollow 
and  empty  ;  *tis  not  with  Wind  and  Voice  that  we  arc  to 
fill  ourfelves  y  we  want  a  more  foUd  Subftance  to  repair 
us.  A  Man,  ftarved  with  Hunger,  would  be  very  fimple 
to  look  out  rather  a  gay  Garment,  than  a  good  Meal : 
We  are  to  look  ^fter.  that  whereof  we  have  moft  Need : 
As  .we  have  it  in  our  ordinary  Prayers,  Gloria  in  excelfts 
Deo^  et  in  terra  pax  bominibus  j  *  "  Glory  be  to  God  on 
*  High,  and  in  Earth  Peace,  ^c*  We  are  in  great  Want 
of  ^eautyj  Health,,  FTifdom-,  Virtue^  and  fuch-like  effential 
'Cj^ualities :  Exterior  Ornaments  fhould  be  looked  after, 
wheii  wc  hayi  made  Provifion  for  neceflary  Things, 
Theology  treats  amply,  and  moi-e  pertinently  of  tnis 
but  lam  hot  much  verfcd  in  it. 

Cbryftppus 

*  St.  Luiei  chap.  ii.  vcr.  14. 
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Chryfippus  and  Diogenes  •  were  the  firft,  and  the  ftouteft 
Phikfophers  *  Champions  for  the  Contempt  of  Glory  •,  and 
^U Reached  maintained,  *  That,  of  all  Pleafures^  there 
i^  the  Con-  «  was  none  more  dangerous,  nor  more  to  be 
tin^t  of  Glory,  c  avoidcd,  than  that  which  proceeds  from  the 
*  Approbation  of  others.'  And,  in  Truth,  Experience 
makes  us  fenfible  of  its  very  hurdial  Treachery,  There  is 
nothing  that  fo  much  poifons  Princes,  as  Flattny,  &or 
any  Thing  whereby  wicked  Men  more  eafily  obuin  Cre- 
dit with  thpm  :  Nor  is  there  any  Pandaridn  fo  proper, 
and  fo  often  made  Ufe  of,  to  corrupt  the  Chaftity  of 
Women,  as  to  wheedle  and  entertain  them  with  their  own 
Praifes.  The  firft  Charm  the  Syrens  made  ufe  of  to  in- 
veigle Ulsijfes^  is  of  this  Nature. 

^  Deca  vers  nous^  deca  d  tres  louable  UlyflCf 
Et  kplus  grand  bonneur  dent  la  Grccc  fleuriffi  \ 

/.  e. 

To  us,  noble  Ufyjfes^  this  Way,  this. 
Thou  greateft  Ornament  and  Pride  of  Greece* 

Thofe  Philofophers  faid,  «  That  all  the  Glory  of  the 
^  World  was  not  worth  an  underftanding  Man's  holding 
^'  out  his  Finger  to  obtain  it : 

Gloria  quant alibet  quid  eritj  fi  Gloria  tantum  eft '  f 

i.  e. 

What's  Glory  in  the  high'ft  Degree, 
If  it  no  more  but  Glory  be  ? 

I  fay,  That  alone :  For  it  often  brings  feveral  Commodi- 
Glory  to  be  ^^^^  along  with  it,  for  which  it  may  be  de- 
courtedfor  the  fired  :  It  acquires  us  Good-will,  and  renders 
Myantages  it  us  Icfs  fubjcft  and  cxpofcd  to  the  Injuries  of 
^y-  others,  and  the  like.     It  was  alfo  one  of  the 

principal  Doftrines  of  Epicurus ;  for  this  Precrot  of  his 
Se6l,  Live  obfcurely^  that  forbids  Men  to  incumoi^  them- 
felves  with  Offices  and  public  Negociations,  does  alfi^ 
neceiTarily,  prefuppofe  a  Contempt  of  Glory,  which  is  the 

Wgrfd's 

,^  '  9^-  ^*  Fiaibus,  lib,  iii.  c.  1 7.  r  Petrarch.  ^  Homer.  Odyfl: 
lib.  XII.  V.  184.         »  Juv.  Sat.  vik  r.  81, 
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World's  Approboiion  of  thofc  A&ions  wc  produce  to 
Lighc  He  that  bida  us  conceal  ourfelves,  and  to  have 
no  odier  Concern  but  for  ourielves»  and  that  will  not 
have  us  known  to  others,  would  much  lefs  have  us  bo- 
noured  and  glorified.  He  advifes  Jdomgntus  alfo,  ^  not, 
^  in  any  fort,  to  regulate  his  Actions  by  the  common 

*  Reputation  or  Opinion,  except  it  be  to  avoid  the  other 
^  accidental  Inconveniences,  which  the  Contempt  of  Men 
^  might  bring  upon  him.' 

Thofe  Difcoudes  are,  in  my  Opinion,  very  true  and 
rational ;  but  we  are,  Iknow  not  how,  of  a  Pr^dftbaiiL- 
twofold  Nature,  which  is  the  Caufe,  that  piomis  ^ ^^itctf 
what  we  believe,  we  do  not  believe,  and  ^^' 
cannot  dilengage  ourfelves  from  what  we  condemn.  Let 
us  ice  the  1&  dying  Words  of  Epicurus  \  they  are  great» 
and  worthy  of  fuch  a  Philofopher,  and  yet  they  carry 
fome  Marks  of  the  Recommendation  of  his  Name,  and 
of  that  Humour  he  had  decried  by  his  Precepts.  Here 
is  a  Letter  that  he  dictated  a  little  before  his  laft  Ga(p  '• 

Epicurus  to  Hbrmacmus,  Greeting. 

*  TT7HILST  I  was  paflTin^  over  the  happy,  and 

*  VV  ^^  l^ft  I^^y  ^  "^y  L^*®»  I  ^rit  this  ;  but,  at 
^  the  lame  Time,  was  afflifted  with  fuch  a  Pain  in  my 
^  Bladder  and  Bowels,  that  nothing  can  be  greater  :  But 
^  it  was  Fccompenfed  with  the  Pleafure,  which  the  Re- 
^  membrance  of  my  Inventions  and  Dodlrines  fuggefted 

*  to  my  Soul.     Now,  as  the  Affection  thou  haft  ever 

*  had,  from  thy  Infancy,  for  me,  and  Philofophy  does 

*  require  5  take  upon  thee  the  Protedion  of  Mefro4orus*s 
^  Children.' 

So  much  for  his  Letter.  And  that  which  makes  me 
interpret,  that  the  Pleafure,  be  fajs^  he  felt  in  his  Soul, 
concerning  his  inventions,  has  fome  Reference  to  the  Re- 
putation he  hoped  for  after  his  Death,  is  the  Difpofition 
of  his  Will.  In  which  he  gives  Order,  '  That  *  Amino- 
^  ffwhus  and  Tifnocrates^  his  Heirs,  fhould,  every  January^ 

'  defray 

*  Cic  de  Fin.  lib,  li.  ex  30.  <  Idtm,  ibid.  Ufa.  ii.  c.  31. 
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^  defray  the  Expence  for  the  Celebration  of  his  Nativity, 
^  which  H^rmachus  fhould  appoint ;  and  alfo  the  Expence 
^  that  fliould  be  made,  the  twentieth  Day  of  every  Moon, 
^  in  entertaining  the  Philofophers,  his  Friends,  who  fhould 
^  afiemble  in  Honour  of  the  Memory  of  him  and  Me^ 
♦  trodorus.^ 

Carneades  was  Head  of  the  contrary  Opinion  ;   and 
J  e  u    maintained,  *  That  "  Glory  was  to  be  de- 

S^^        *  ^""^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^»   ^"^^  "  ^  embrace  our 

*  pofthumous  Iflue  for  themfelves,  without 

^  any  Knowledge  or  Enjoyment  of  them/  This  Opinion 
was  more  univerfally  followed,  as  thofe  readily  are,  that 
are  moft  fuitable  to  our  Inclinations.  AriJio$le  ^ves  it  the 
firil  Place  amongft  external  Goods  ;  and  avoids,  as  two 
vicious  Extremes,  tjhe  immoderate  Purfuit  of  it,  or  Run* 
riing  from  it. 

TbeMMflah  ^  believe,  that,  if  we. had  the  Books  Cicer0 

rftbeji'wh§  has  writ  upon  this  Subjeft,  we  fhould  there 
tJmghi  that  read  fine  Stories  of  it  %  for  he  was  fo  poffefied 
T'SrZtZ  ^^^^  ^^^^  Paffion,  that,  if  he  had  dared,  I 
^be  Glmy  tiZ  think  he  would  willingly  have  fallen  into  the 
^cmpmuedit.  Excefs  that  Others  did,  viz.  ^  That  Virtue 
Cicero  nmy  *  ^^felf  was  Only  to  be  coveted,  upon  the 
Jkfinm  rf  ^  Account  of  the  Honour  that  always  ats 
Glmy.  <  tends  it/ 

Paulum  fepuUa  diftat  inertia 
Celata  virtus ^. 

i.  e. 

Virtue,  if  concealed,  doth 
Little  differ  from  dead  Sloth. 

Which  is  an  Opinion  fo  falfe,  that  I  am  vexed  it  could  ever 
enter  into  the  Underftanding  of  a  Man  that  was  honour- 
ed with  the  Name  of  a  Philofopher.  If  this  was  true. 
Men  need  not  be  virtuous  but  in  Public,  nor  be  any  fur- 
ther concerned  to  keep  the  Operations  of  the  Soul,  which 
is  the  true  Seat  of  Virtue,  regular,  and  in  Order,  than  as 

they 

V  Cic.  de  Finibusy  Hb.  ill.  c.  17.  Here  Montaigne  is  guilty  of  a  NCftak«» 
fbr  Cicero  did  not  charge  Carneades  wi^i  this  Opinion,  but  other  ^ilofo* 
phers  of  Zenoh  Seft, 

^  Hor,  lib.  iv.  Od.  9.  v.  29. 
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they  are  to  arrive  at  the  Knowledge  of  others.  Is  there 
no  more  in  it  than  doing  an  ill  Thing  (lily,  and  craftily 
do  111  ?  *  If  thou  knoweft  *,  fays  Carneades^  of  a  Serpent 

*  lurking  in  a  Place,  where,  without  Sufpicion,  a  Perfon 

*  is  going  to  fit  down,  by  whofe  Death  thou  expefteft 

*  an  Advantage,  thou  doll  ill,  if  thou  doft  not  give  hira 
^  Caution  of  his  Danger  ;  and  fo  much  the  more,  be- 

*  caufe  the  Aftioa  is  to  be  known  by  none  but  thyfelf.* 
If  we  do  not  take  up  ourfelves  a  Rule  of  Well-doing  -,  if 
Impunity  pafles  with  us  for  Jufiice ;  to  how  many  Sorts 
of  Wickednefs  Ihall  we,  every  Day,  abandon  ourfelves  ? 
I  do  not  find  what  Seoct.  Peduceus  did,  in  faithfully  re- 
iloring  the  Treafure  that  C.  Plotius  had  committed  to  his 
folc  Confidence  (a  Thing  that  I  have  often  done  myfelf ) 
fo  commendable,  as  I  ihould  think  it  execrable,  had  he 
done  otherwife  :  And  think  it  of  good  Ufe,  in  our  Days, 
to  call  to  mind  the  Example  of  P.  Sexiilius  Ruf us  ^^vf  horn 
Cicero  accufes  to  *  have  entered  upon  an  Inheritance  con- 

*  trary  to  his  Confcience,  not  only  not  againft  Law,  but 

*  even  by  the  Determination  of  the  Laws  themfelves.' 
And  M.  Crajfus  and  ^  HorUftfiusj  who,  by  reafon  of  their 
Authority  and  Power,  having  been  called  in,  by  a  Stran- 
ger, to  Ihare  in  a  Succeffion,  by  virtue  of  a  forged  Will, 
that  fo  he  might  fecure  his  own  Part,  fatisfied  themfelves 
with  having  no  Hand  in  the  Forgery,  and  refufed  not  to 
make  their  Advantage  of  it ;  thinking  themfelves  fafe 
enough,  if  they  could  fhroud  themfelves  from  Accufa- 
tions,  Witnefles,  and  the  Cognifance  of  the  Laws.  *  Me- 
tninerint  Deum  fe  habere  tefiem^  id  eft  (ut  ego  arbitror)  men^ 
tern  fuam.  Let  them  confider,  they  have  God  to  witnefs, 
that  is,  (as  I  interpret  it)  their  own  Confciences. 

Virtue  is  a  very  vain  and  frivolous  Thing,  if  it  derives 
its  Recommendation  from  Glory  :  And  *ris  ^ 

to  no  Purpofe,  that  we  endeavour  to  give  it  il'^a^k^olw 

a  Station  by  itfelf,  and  feparate  it  from  For-  Thing,  if  it 

tune  5  for  what  is  more  accidental  than  Re-  dtrimtd  its  Rt- 

putation  ?   *  FrofeElo  Fortuna  in  omni  re  domi-  S^^^^^^"^ 

natur ;   Ea  res  cunSias  ex  libidine^  magis  quam  ^^^^    ^^^' 
Vol.  II.              '       '       D  d  ex 

•  *  Cic.  de  Fin.  lib.  li.  c.  i8.  ^  Idem,  ibid.  c.  17.        ^  CIc.  dc 

Off.  lib.  iii.  c.  10.         «  SaU»$.  in  C^s^io.:  p.  '5.  Matuore. 
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ex  vero  celebrate  obfcuratque.  Fortune  rules*  in  all  Things, 
and  docs  advance  and  deprcfs  Things  more  from  Caprice 
than  from  Right  and  Jufticc.  So  to  order  it,  that  Ac- 
tions may  be  known  and  fecn,  is  purely  the  Work  of  For- 
tune ;  'tis  Chance  that  helps  us  to  Glory,  according  to 
its  own  Temerity.  I  have  often  fecn  her  go  before  Me- 
rit, and  very  much  outllrip  it.  He  that  firft  likened  Glo- 
ry to  a  Shadow,  did  better  than  he  was  aware  of :  They 
are,  both  of  them,  Things  egregiouQy  vain  :  Glory  alfo, 
like  a  Shadow,  goes  fometimes  before  the  Body,  and 
fometimes,  in  Length,  very  much  exceeds  it.  They  that 
inftrudl  Gcntleiflen  only  to  imploy  their  Valour  for  the 
obtaining  of  Honour,  ^  Sl^afi  nonjit  baneftumj  quod  noHU* 
tatutn  non  Jit.  As  though  it  were  not  honourable,  unleis 
ennobled ;  what  do  they  intend  by  that,  but  to  inftrudfc 
them  never  to  hazard  themfelves,  if  they  are  not  leen  $ 
and  to  take  great  Care,  that  there  be  Witnefles  prefent, 
who  may  fpread  the  News  of  thdr  Valour :  VThereas 
a  thoufand  Occafions  of  Well-doing  prefent  tbemidves, 
^hen  we  cannot  be  taken  Notice  of  ?  How  many  brave 
Aftions  are  buried  in  the  Croud  of  a  Battle  ?  Whoever 
takes  upon  him  to  cenfure  another,  in  fuch  a  Confiifion, 
has  icarce  any  Hand  in  it }  and  the  Teftimony  he  givea 
of  his  Companion's  Behaviour,  is^  Evidence  againft  him- 
felf .  ^  Vera  et  fapiens  Animi  ptagnitudo  bonejium  iUmd  quod 
maxime  naturan^fequitUTy  in  faSlis  pofitumj  non  in  Gloria  ju-- 
dicat.  The  true  and  wife  Magnanimity  judges,  that  the 
Bravef-y  which  moil  follows  Nature,  confifts  in  the  Ac- 
tion, not  in  the  Glory.  AU  the  Glory  that  I  pretend  to 
in  my  Life,  is  that  I  have  lived  it  in  Quiet :  In  a  Tran- 
quillity, not  according  to  Metrodorus^  Arcejilausy  or  Art- 
ftippus^  but  according  to  myfelf;  for,  feeing  Philoibphy 
has  not  been  able  to  find  out  any  Way  to  Tranquillity, 
that  is  good  in  common,  let  every  one  feek  it  in  particu- 
lar. To  what  do  Cafar  and  Alexander  owe  the  infinite 
Grandeur  of  their  Renown,  but  to  Fortune  ?  How  many 
Men  has  fhe  extinguifhed  in  the  Beginning  of  their  Pro- 
grefs,  of  whom  we  have  no  Kjiowledge  ;  who  brought  as 
much  Courage  to  the  Work  as  they,  if  their  evil  Delliny 

baa 

»  Cic.  de Offic  libt  L.c.  ^         «  Idfai,  ibid.  lib.  i.  c  19. 
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had  not  flopped  them  (hort  at  their  firft  fetting  out  ?  A- 
xnongft  fo  many  and  fo  great  Danger^,  I  do  not  remem- 
ber I  have  any  where  read,  that  Cafar  was  ever  wounded  ; 
a  Thoufandhave  fallen  in  lefs  Dangers,  than  the  Jeaft  of 
thofe  he  went  through.  A  great  many  brave  Adtions 
muft  have  pcriflied  without  Witncfs,  and  before  one  turns 
to  Account.  A  Man  is  not  always  on  the  Top  of  a 
Beach,  or  at  the  Head  of  an  Army,  in  the  Sight  of  liis 
General,  as  upon  a  Scafibld.  A  Man  is  oft  furprifed  be- 
twixt the  Hedge  and  the  Ditch  •,  he  muft  run  the  Hazard 
of  his  Life  againft  a  Hcn-rooft  •,  he  muft  diflodge  four 
rafcally  Mufqueteers  out  of  a  Barn  ;  he  muft  fmgle  opt 
himfelf  from  his  Party,  and  make  fome  Attempts  alone, 
according  as  Neceffity  requires :  And  whoever  will  ob- 
ferve,  wSl,  I  believe,  find  it  experimentally  true,  that  Ac- 
tions of  the  leaft  Luftre  are  the  moft  dangerous  \  and 
that,  in  the  Wars  of  our  own  Times,  there  have  more 
brave  Men  been  loft  on  flight  OccaQons  of  little  Moment^ 
and  in  the  Dilpute  about  fome  paltry  Fort,  than  in  Places 
of  Note  and  Dignity. 

He  who  thinks  his  Death  unworthy  of  him,  if  he  do 
not  fall  on  fome  fignal  Occafions^  inftead  of 
illuftrating  his  Death,  doth  wilfully  obfcure   clumdfiriti 
his  Life,  lufFering,  in  the  mean  Time,  many    ow»  Sake,  in- 
juft  Occafions,  of  hazarding  himfelf,  to  flip   dependent  of 
out  of  his  Hands:   And  every  juft  one  is  g^^^^'*" 
illuftrious  enough ;  every  Man*s  Confcience 
being  a  fufficient  Trumpeter  to  him,    Gloria  nofira  'eft^ 
Tejiimonium  Confcienti^  nofira.     *  For  *  our  Rejoicing  is 
•  this,  the  Teftimony  of  our  Confcience.*    He  who  is 
only  a  good  Maji,  that  Men  may  know  it,  and  that  he 
may  be  the  better  efteemed  for  it,  when  'tis  known  :  He 
who  will  not  do  well,  but  upon  Condition  that  his  Virtue 
may  be  known  to  Mcn>  is  one  from  whom  much  Service 
is  not  to  be  expefted. 

Credo  tV  el  refto  di  quel  verno  cofe 
Faceffe  degne  di  tenerne  eonio :  / 

Ma  fur  fin  a  quel  tempo  fi  nafcofe^ 
Che  non  e  coif  a  mia  s^hor^non  le  cont\  '.'^ 

D  d  2  Porch 

*  2  Cor.  chap.  i.  ver.  12. 
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Porcbe  Orlando  a  far^  opre  virtuofe 
Piu  cVa  narrar  le  poi  fempre  era  pronto  ; 
JVI?  mat  fu  alcurt  de  fuoi  fatti  efprejfo'^ 
Se  non  quand*  bebbe  i  tejlimoni  apprejfo  ^ 

I.  e. 

The  reft  o'  th*  Winter,  I  prefutne,  was  fpent 

In  Aftions  worthy  of  eternal  Fame  •, 
Which  hitherto  are  in  fuch  Darknefs  pent, 

That,  if  I  name  them  not,  Pm  not  to  blame  r 
Orlando'^  noble  Mind  was  ftill  more  bent 

To  do  great  A6ls,  than  boaft  him  of  the  fame  5 
^So  that  no  Deeds  of  his  were  ever  known. 
But  thofe  that  luckily  had  Lookers  on. 

A  Man  muft  go  to  the  War  to  difcharge  his  Duty,  and 
wait  for  the  Recompence  that  never  fails  all  brave  Ac- 
tions, how  concealed  foever,  nor  fo  much  as  virtuous 
Thoughts  ;  *tis  the  Satisfadtion  that  a  well-difpofcd  Con- 
fcience  receives  in  itfelf,  to  do  well :  A  Man  muft  be  va- 
liant for  himfelf,  and  for  the  Advantage  it  is  to  him,  to 
have  his  Courage  in  a  firm  and  fecure  Situation,  againft 
the  Aflaults  of  Fortune. 

Virtus  repulfa  nefcia  fordid^ej 
Intaminatis  fulget  bonoribus  : 

Nee  fumitj  aut  ponit  fecurci 

Arbitrio  popularis  aura  \ 

i.  t. 

Virtue,  that  ne'er  Repulfc  admits. 
In  taintlefs  Honours  glorious  (its  ; 
Nor  takes,  or  leaveth  Dignities, 
As  the  mere  Noife  of  vulgar  Cries^ 

It  is  not  to  make  a  Parade,  that  the  Soul  is  to  play  its 
Part,  but  for  ourfclves  within,  where  no  Eyes  can  pierce, 
but  our  own  -,  there  Ihe  defends  us  from  the  Fear  of  Deaths 
of  Pains,  and  Shame  itfelf :  She  there  arms  us  againft  the 
Lofs  of  our  Children,  Friends,  and  Fortunes  :  And,  whea 
Opportunitjr  prefents  itfelf,  fhe  leads  us  on  to  the  Hazards 

of 

«  Orlando' %  Arioite,  Cant.  xi.  Stanz.  81.  ^  Hor.  Kb.  iS.  Ode  z. 
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of  War.  Non  emoltmento  aliquo^  fed  ipjius  boneftatis  decore : 
Not  for  any  Emolument,  but  for  the  Honour  of  Virtue. 
This  is  a  much  greater  Advantage,  and  more  worthy  to 
be  coveted  and  hoped  for  than  Honour  and 
Glory ;  which  is  no  other  than  a  favourable  ^^^^^'^'^^ 
Judgment  formed  of  us. 

A  Dozen  Men  muft  be  culled  out  of  a  whole  Nation, 
to  judge  of  an  Acre  of  Land  •,  and  the  Judg-    ^^  ^^^^ 
ment  of  our  Inclinations  and  A6tions,  the    tihk  is  the 
hardeft,  and  moft  important  Thing  that  is.    Judgment  of 
we  refer  to  Vox  Poptdi  too  often,  the  Mo-    '^'MulHtudi. 
ther  of  Ignorance,  Injuftice,  and  Inconftancy.     Is  it  rea- 
fonable,  that  the  Life  of  a  wife  Man  fliould  depend  upon 
the  Judgment  of  Fools  ?  ^  An  quidquamjluttius^  quam  quos 
Jtngulos  contemnas^  eos  altquid  putare  ejfe  univerfos  ?  Can  any 
Thing  be  more  foolifh,  than  to  think,  that  thofe  you  de- 
fpiie  fingle,  are  eftimable  in  the  Bulk  ?  He  that  makes  it 
his  Buunefs  to  pleafe  them,  will  never  fucceed ;  'tis  a 
Mark  that  never  is  to  be  reached  or  hit.     Nil  tarn  inejli- 
mabile  eji^  quam  animi  multitudms:  Nothing  is  to  be  fo 
little  efteemed,  as  the  Judgrpent  of  the  Multitude.     De- 
metrm  pleafantly  faid  of  the  Voice  of  the  People,  *  That 
^  he  made  no  more  of  that  which  came  from  above,  than 
*  of  that  which  fumed  from  below.'     ^  Cicero  fays  more. 
Ego  hoc  judico^  ft  quando  turpe  non  fit^  tamen  non  ejfe  non 
turpe^  quum  id  a  muUitudine  laudelur :  1  am  of  Opinion, 
that,  tho'  a  Thing  be  not  fpul  in  itfelf,  yet  it  cannot  but 
become  fo  when  conimended  by  the  Multitude.    No  Art, 
no  Dexterity  could  condudt  our  Steps,  in  following  fo 
wandering  and  fo  irregular  a  Guide.     In  this  windy  Con* 
fufion  pf  the  Noife  of  vulgar  Reports  apd  Opinions,  that 
drive  us  on,  no  good  Path  can  be  chofen.     Let  us  not 
propbfe  to  ourfelves  an  End  fo  floating  and  wavering  ;  let 
us  follow  conftantly  after  Reafon  j  let  the  public  Appro- 
bation follow  us  in  that  Road,  if  it  will;  and,  as  it  wholly 
depends  upon  Fortync,  we  have  no  Rule,  fooner  to  expcft 
it  by  any  other  Way  than  that.   Tho'  I  would  not  follow 
the  right  Way,  becaiife  it  is  right,  I  fhould,  however,  fol- 
low it  for  having  experimentally  found,  that,  at  the  End 

D  d  3  of 
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of  the  Reckoning,  'tis  commonly  the  moft  happy,  and  of 
greateft  Utility.  Dedil  hoc  prcviJenSia  bominibus  numus^  mt 
boneftamagisjuvarent.  This  Gift  Providence  has  given 
to  Man,  that  honeft  Things  Ihould  be  the  moft  delight- 
ful.   The  Mariner  faid  thus  to  Neptune^  in  a  great  Storm, 

*  O  God,  thou  may*ft  fave  me  if  thou  wilt,  and,  if  thou 

*  wilt,  thou  may'ft  deftroy  me ;  but  I  will  ftill  fteer  my 
«  Rudder  true.'  I  have  feen,  in  my  Time,  a  thoufand 
Men  of  fupple  mongrel  Natures,  and  who  no  one  doubt* 
ed  but  they  were  more  worldly  Wife  than  I,  ruin  them- 
fclvcs  where  I  have  faved  myfelf. 

Riji  fuccejfus  pojfe  carere  doles  *. 

I  have  laugh'd,  I  muft  confefs. 
To  fee  Cunning  want  Succefs. 

Paulus  /Emylius^  going  in  the  glorious  Expedition  of 
Macedonia^  above  all  Things  charged  the  People  cfRmcj 
^  Not  to  fpeak  of  his  Adtions  during  his  Abfencc.'  What 
a  Difturbance  is  the  Licence  of  Judgments  to  great  Affairs ! 
Forafmuch  as  every  one  has  not  the  Conftancy  of  Fabtus^ 
to  oppofe  common,  advcrfc,  and  injurious  Tongues,  who 
rather  fufFercd  his  Authority  to  be  diflefted  by  the  vain 
Fancies  of  Man,  than  to  fail  in  his  Duty,  with  a  favoura- 
ble Reputation,  and  popular  Applaufe. 
Prai/e  ami  Re-  Thcrc  is,  I  know  not  what,  natural  Sweet- 
ptdation/et  at  ncfs  in  hearing  a  Man's  Self  commended  \ 
too  high  a  p rid.   but  wc  are  a  great  deal  too  fqnd  of  it. 

Laudari  baud  metuam^  neque  mm  mibi  cornea  fibra  ifi^ 
Sed  reSifinemque  exiremumque  ejfe  recufo 
Euge  tuuniy  et  beUe.  -*-    —    *—  '^ 

I  fear  not  to  be  prais'd,  I  muft  confefs. 
My  Heart  is  not  of  Horn  *,  but,  ne'endhelefi, 
I  muft  deny  the  only  End  and  Aim 


es^daun^ 
>  noble'.Aifc !  Eternal  be  thy  Faine !     ; 


\ 
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I  care  not  io  much  what  I  am  in  the  Opinion  of  others9 
as  what  I  am  in  my  own  :  I  would  be  Rich  of  myfelf> 
and  not  by  borrowing.  Strangers  iee  nothing  but  Events 
and  outward  Appearances  \  every^body  can  fet  a  good 
Face  on  the  Matter,  when  they  have  Trembling  and  Ter- 
ror within.  They  do  not  fee  my  Heart,  they  only  fee  my 
Countenance.  *Tis  with  good  Reafon  that  Men  decry 
the  Hypocrify  that  is  in  War  \  for  what  is  more  eafy  to 
an  old  Soldier,  than  to  ftep  afide  from  Dangers,  and  to 
blufter,  when  he  has  no  more  Heart  than  a  Chicken  ? 
There  are  fo  many  Ways  to  avoid  hazarding  a  Man's  own 
Pcrfon,  that  Men  have  deceived  the  World  a  thoufand 
times,  before  they  are  engaged  in  a  real  Danger :  And,  e- 
ven  then,  finding  themfelves  at  a  Nonplus,  they  can  make 
Shift,  for  that  Time,  to  conceal  their  Apprehenfions,  by 
fetting  a  good  Face  on  the  Bufinefs,  tho*  the  Heart  beats 
within  i  and  whoever  had  the  Ufc  of  the  Platcnic  Rin^^ 
which  renders  thofe  invifible  that  wear  it,  if  turned  inward 
towards  the  Palm  of  the  Hand,  a  great  many  would,  very 
often,  hide  themfelves  when  they  ought  moft  to  appear  % 
and  would  repent  being  placed  in  fo  honourable  a  Poft, 
where,  of  Ncceffity,  they  muft  be  bold. 

Falfiis  bonerjuvatj  et  mendax  infamia  tnretj 
^em  nifi  mendofumy  et  mndacem '  ? 

Falfe  Honour  pleafes,  falfe  Rumours  do  difgrace 
And  frighten,  whom  ?  Dunces,  and  Lyars  bafe. 

Thus  we  fee  how  uncertain  abd  doubtful  are  all  the 
Judgments  that  are  founded  upon  external  Appearances, 
an4  that  there's  not  fo  fure  a  Teftimony  as  every  Man  is 
tohimfelf :  In  thofe  others,  ho^  many  Powder-monkeys 
have  wc  Companions  of  our  Glory  ?  He  that  ftantis  firm 
in  an  open  Trench,  what  does  he,  in  that,  more  than  what 
fifty  poor  Pioneers,  who  open  the  Way  for  him,  and  co* 
ver  it  with  their  own  Bodies,  for  Five-pence  a  Day,  have 
done  before  him  ? 

^  4  non 
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-^^ non  quicquid  iurbida  Ronta 

Elevet^  accedas^  examenque  improbum  in  ills 
Caftigis  trutina^  nee  te  qudfivms  extra  ". 

/.  e. 

•Whatever  muddy-headed  Rome 


Extols  or  cenfures,  truft  not  to  its  Doom  ; 
Stand  not  to  th*  Award  of  an  ill-judging  Town, 
Nor  by  its  falfer  Scak  adjuft  your  own  % 
No,  no,  for  other  Judgments  afk  no  more^ 
To  know  thyfelf,  thyfelf  alone  explore. 

The  extending  and  fcattering  our  Names  into  many 
Mouths,  we  call  aggrandifing  them  ;  we  would  have  them 
there  well  received,  and  that  this  Incrcafe  turn  to  their  Ad- 
vantage, which  is  all  that  can  be  excufable  in  this  Dcfign  \ 
but  the  Excefs  of  this  Pifeafe  proceeds  fo  far^  that  many 
covet  to  have  a  Name,  be  it  what  it  will,     tragus  Pom^ 
fetus  fays  of  Heroftratus^  and  "  TUtus  Livius  of  ManUus  Ca- 
pitolinusy  *  That  they  were  more  ambitious  of  a  great  Re- 
*  putation,  than  a  good  one.-  This  Vice  is  very  common : 
We  are  more  foUicitous  that  Men  fpeak  of  us,  than  how 
they  fpeak  ;  and  *tis  enough,  fpr  us,  that  our  Names  are 
often  mentioned,   be  it  after  what  manner  it  will.     It 
ihould  feem,  that  to  be  known,  is,  in  fome  fort,  to  have 
a  Man's  Life,  and  its  Duration,  in  another's  Keeping.    I, 
for  my  Part,  hold,  that  I  am  not  but  in  myfelf,  and  of 
that  other  Life  of  mine,  which  lies  in  the  Knowledge  of 
my  Friends,  to  confider  it  naked  and  fimply  in  itfelf,  I 
Hnow,  very  well,  that  I  am  fenfible  qf  no  Fruit  no^r  En- 
joyment of  it,  but  by  the  Vanity  of  a  fantaftic  Opinion  ; 
^nd,  when  I  fhall  be  dead,  I  (ball  be  mych  lefs  fcpfi^>lc  of 
it  J  and  if  I  Ihall,  withal,  abfolutely  lofe  the  Ufe  of  thofc 
real  j\dvantages  that,  fometime?,  accidenully  follow  it,  I 
Ihall  have  no  more  Hancjle  whereby  tp  take  hold  of  Re- 
putation •,  neither  fljall  it  have  any  whereby  to  take  hold  of, 
or  to  reach  to  me :  For,  to  expedt  that  my  Name  Ihould 
be  advanced  by  it,  in  the  firft  Place,  I  have  no  Name 
that  is  enough  my  own ;  of  two  that  I  have,  one  is  com- 
mon 

^  rcrfiua  Sat.  i.  v.  c,  ^c.  »  Tit.  iiv.  lib.  vi.  c.  i  !• 
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mon  to  all  my  Race^  and  even  to  others  alfo :  There  is 
one  Family  at  Paris  and  Montptlierj  whofe  Surname  is 
Montaigne  \  another  in  Brittany^  and  another  Montaigne 
in  Xaintonge.  The  Tranfpofition  of  one  Syllable  only  will 
fo  confound  our  Affairs,  that  I  fhall,  peradventure,  Iharc 
in  their  Glory,  and  they,  perhaps,  in  my  Shame  5  and, 
moreover,  my  Anceftors  have,  formerly,  been  furnamed 
Eyqueniy  a  Name  that  borders  on  that  of  a  Family  wdl 
known  in  England:  As  to  my  other  Name,  every  orife 
may  take  it  that  will  ^  And  fo,  perhaps,  I  may  honour  a 
Porter  in  my  own  Stead  :  And,  befides,  though  I  had  a 
particular  DiftinnStion  by  myfelf,  what  can  it  diftinguiih 
when  I  am  no  more  ?  Can  it  point  out,  and  favour  An- 
nihilation ? 

nunc  levior  cippus  non  imprimit  offa^ 

f%  m  »  \  •*  'If* 


\ 


Laudat  pojleritas^  nunc  porf  i  fnanibus  illis^ 
Nunc  npti  e  turnulo  fortunataque  favilla 

Nafcuntur  vioU  **  ? 

i»  e* 
Will,  after  this,  thy  monumental  Stones, 
Prefs  with  lefs  Weight  upon  thy  rotted  Bones  ? 
pofterity  commends  Thee  :  Happy  Thou  I 
Will  not  thy  Manes  fuch  a  Gift  beftow. 
As  to  make  Violets  from  thy  Afhes  grow  ? 

But  of  this  J  have  fpoken  elfe where.  As  to  what  rer 
mains,  in  a  great  Battle,  v^here  Ten  thoufand  Men  an? 
maimed  or  killed,  there  are  not  Fifteen  that  are  takers 
Notice  of :  It  muft  be  fome  very  eminent  Greatnefs,  or 
fome  Confequence  of  great  Importance,  which  Fortune 
has  tacked  to  it,  that  mufl:  fignalife  a  private  Adion,  not 
oif  a  Mufqupteer  only,  but  of  a  gre^t  Captain  ;  for,  to 
kill  a  Man,  or  two,  or  ten,  to  expofe  a  Man's  Self  brave-r 
ly  to  Death,  is,  incjeed,  fomethipg  to  every  one  of  us, 
becaufe  we  all  run  thp  Jiazard  ;  but,  as  for  the  World  in 
fhe  general,  they  are  Things  fo  common,  fo  many  of  them 
are  every  Day  feen,  and  there  muft,  of  NecefTity,  be  fo 
many,  of  the  fame  Kind,  to  produce  any  notable  EfFef^, 
jihat  we  cannot  expeft  any  particular  Renown, 

2  -T —  cajus 

«  Perf.  Sat.  i.  v.  37,  bV, 
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—- — *  cafus  muUis  hie  cognifusj  ac  jam 
Triius^  €t  i  medio  feriwke  iuSus  acervo  '• 

/•     in 

Many  have  known  this  Cafe,  which  now,  worn  old. 
With  common  Afts  of  Fortune  is  inroird. 

Of  fo  many  Thoufands  of  valiant  Men  that  have  died, 
within  thefe  Fifteen  hundred  Years,  in  France^  with  their 
SiTords  in  their  Hands,  not  a  hundred  have  come  to  our 
Knowledge :  The  Memory,  not  of  the  Commanders  on- 
ly,  but  ot  the  Battles  and  Vidories,  is  buried.    The  For- 
tunes of  above  half  of  the  World,  for  want  of  a  Record, 
ilir  not  from  their  Place,  and  vanifh  without  Duration. 
If  I  had  unknown  Events  in  my  Poireflion,  I  (bould  think, 
with  great  Eafe,  to  out-do  thofe  that  are  recorded  in  Ex- 
amples of  every  kind.    Is  it  not  ftrange,  that,  even  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans^  amongfl:  fo  many  Writers  and  Wit- 
nefles,  and  fo  many  rare  and  noble  Exploits,  fo  few  are 
arrived  at  our  Knowledge  ? 

M  nos  vix  tenuis  fama  perlabitur  aura  ^ 

u  e. 

Which  Fame  to  thefe  our  Times  has  feared  brought 
down. 

It  will  be  much,  if,  a  hundred  Years  hence,  it  be  re- 
fbfU\i£tsfa^  membered,  in  Grofs,  that,  in  our  Times, 
frificed  unto  there  were  Civil  Wars  in  France.  The  Lace^- 
h  f^f  ^-acc-  damonians^  entering  into  Battle,  facrificed  to 
^S^''  the  Mufes,  to  the  End  that  their  Aftions 
'  might  be  well  and  worthily  writ ;  looking 

ppon  it  as  ^  divirte,  and  no  ordinary  Favour,  that  brave 
Afts  fhould  find  Witneffes  that  cduld  give  them  Life  and 
Jl^membrance.  Do  we  expeft,  that,  at  every  Mufquet- 
Ibot  we  receive,  and  at  every  Hazard  we  run,  there  muft 
fee  a  Regifter  ready  to  record  them  ?  And,  befides,  a  hun- 
dred Regifters  may  inrol  them,  whofe  Commentaries  will 
not  laft  above  three  pays,  and  never  come  to  the  Sight 
of  ^y  Reader.    We  have  not  the  thoufandth  Part  of  the 

anciont 

f  3uv.  Sat,  xin.  V,  9,  10.  ^  ^n^d.  lilx  vii.  v.  64.6. 
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ancient  Writings  ;  'tis  Fortune  that  gives  them  a  ihorter 
or  longer  Life,  accordihg  to  her  Favoiir ;  and  wc  may 
well  doubt,  whether  thofe  we  have  be  not  the  worft,  hav- 
ing not  feen  the  reft.  Men  do  not  write  Hiftories  of 
Things  of  fo  little  Moment :  A  Man  muft  have  been 
General  in  the  Conqueft  of  an  Empire,  or  a  Kingdom ;  he 
muft  have  won  two  and  ftfcy  fet  Battles,  and  always  the 
weakeA  in  Number  of  Men,  as  Cafar  did.  Ten  thoufand 
brave  Fellows,  and  feveral  gresjc  Captains  loft  their  Lives, 
gallantly  and  cour^eoufly,  in  his  Service,  whofe  Names 
lafted  no  longer  than  their  Wives  and  Children  lived 

^uos  fama  obfcura  recendW. 

i.  e. 
Whom  Time  has  not  delivered  o*er  to  Fame. 

Even  of  thofe  wc  fee  behave  the  beft  ;  three  Months,  or 
three  Years  after  they  have  been  knocked  on  the  Head, 
they  are  no  more  fpoken  of,  than  if  they  had  never  been. 

Whoever  will  juftly  confider,  with  due  Proportion,  what 
Kind  of  Men,  and  what  Sort  of  Aftions  are    what  Sort  tf 
recorded,  with  Honour,  in  Hiftory,  will  find,    <?%  that  is, 
that  there  are  very  few  Aftions,  and  very  few   ^^  ^^»^- 
Perfons,  of  our  Times,  who  can  there  pre-   <ivhkhi{pn^ 
tend  any  Right.     How  many  worthy  Men  ferved »» 
have  we  feen  furvive  their  own  Reputation,    ^^^^^^ 
who  have  feen  and  fuffered  the  Honour  and  Glory,  mo(^ 
juftly  acquired  in  their  Youth,  extinguifhed  in  their  own 
Prefence  ?  And,  for  three  Years  of  this  fantaftic  and  imar 
ginary  Life,  we  go  and  throw  away  our  true  and  cflentia^ 
liife,  and  engage  ourfelves  to  a  perpetual  Death  ?  The 
3ages  propofe  to  themfelves  a  nobler  and  more  juft  End 
%o  fo  important  an  Enterprife.     *  Relief aSiy  fectjfe  merces 
(ft  •  Officii  fruSiuSy  ipfum  officium  eft.     The  Reward  of  ^ 
Thing  well  done  is  to  have  done  it :    The  Fruit  of  a  good 
OQice  is  the  Office  itfelf.     It  were,  peradventure,  excufa^ 
ble  in  a  Painter,  or  any  other  Artifan,  or  even  in  a  Rhe- 
torician, or  a  Grammarian,  to  endeavour  to  raife  them- 
felves a  Name  by  their  Works  %  but  the  Aftions  of  Vir- 
tu^ are  too  Noble  in  themfelves,  to  feek  any  other  Re- 
ward 

'  ^neid.  lib.  v.  v.  302.  •  ^Qec,  Ep.  81. 
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ward  th.an  from  their  own  Value,  and  efpccially  to  feck  it 
in  the  Vanity  of  Human  Judgment. 

If  this  falfe  Opinion,  nevcrthelefs,  be  of  that  Ufe  to 
my  the  Pub-  ^^^  Public,  as  to  keep  Men  in  their  Duty ; 
lie  Apfrohation  if  the  People  are  thereby  ftirred  up  to  Vir* 
Mght  to  hi  tue  •,  if  Princes  are  touched  to  fee  the  World 
c^urud.  jjjgj-g  ^1^^  Memory  of  Trajan^  and  abominate 

that  of  Nero  ;  if  it  moves  them  to  fee  the  Name  of  that 
great  Beaft,  once  fo  terrible,  and  dreaded,  fo  freely  curled 
and  reviled  by  every  School-boy,  let  it,  in  the  Name  of 
God,  increafe,  and  be,  as  much  as  poffibly,  cherifhed 
amongft  us.  And  Plato^  bending  his  whole  Endeavpur 
to  make  his  Citizens  virtuous,  does  alfo  advife  them, 

*  Not  to  defpife  the  good  Efteem  of  the  People  ;*  and 
fays,  ^  That  it  falls  out,  by  a  certain  Divine  Infpiration, 

*  that  even  the  Wicked  themfelves,  oft-times,  as  well  by 

*  Word  as  Opinion,  can  rightly  diftinguilh  the  Virtuous 

*  from  the  Wicked.*  Thij  Perfon,  and  his  Tutor,  arc 
marvellous  bold  Artificers,  to  add  Divine  Operations  and 
Revelations  wherever  human  Forte  is  wanting  :  And, 
peradventure,  for  this  Reafon  it  was,  that  TimoHj  railing 
at  him,  called  him,    *  The  great  Forger  of  Miracles.* 

*  C7/  tragici  Poeta  confugiunt  ad  Deum^  cum  explicare  argu- 
menti  exitum  non  pojfunt :  As  tragic  Poets  fly  to  fome  God, 
when  they  are  at  a  Lofs  to  wind  up  their  PieCe.  Seeing 
that  Men,  by  their  Infufficiency,  cannot  pay  themfelves 
well  enough. with  current  Money,  let  the  Counterfeit  be 
fuperaddcd :  *Tis  a  Way  that  has  been  pradlifed  by  all 
the  Legiflators ;  and  there  is  no  Government  that  has 
pot  fome  Mixture,  either  of  ceremonial  Vanity,  or  of 
falfe  Opinion,  that  ferves  for  a  Curb  to  keep  People  in 
their  Duty :  *Tis  for  this  that  moft  of  them  have  their 
fabulous  Originals  and  Beginnings,  and  fo  enriched  with 
fupernatural  Myfteries :  'Tis  this  that  has  given  Credit 
to  Baftard  Religions,  and  caufed  them  to  be  countenanced 
by  Men  of  Underftanding  ;  and  for  this  that  Numa  znd 
Sertoriusj  to  poffefs  their  Men  with  a  better  Opinion  of 
them,  fed  them  with  this  Foppery  ;  one,  that  the  Nymph 
iima^  the  other,  that  his  white  Hind  brought  them  all 

theiv 
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their  Rcfolutions  from  the  Gods.  And  the  Authority 
that  Huma  gave  to  his  Laws,  under  the  Title  of  a  Patro- 
nage of  this  Goddefs,  Zoroajier^  Legiflator  of  the  'BaSlri- 
ans  and  Perjians^  gave  to  his,  under  the  Name  of  the  God 
Oromazis  ;  TrifmegiJluSy  Legiflator  of  the  Egyptians^  under 
that  of  Mercury ;  Zambooxis^  Legiflator  of  the  Scythians^ 
under  that  of  Vejia  ;  Charondas^  Legiflator  of  the  Chalee- 
doniansy  •  under  that  of  Saturn  ^  Minos^  Legiflator  of  the 
CandiotSy  under  that  of  Jupiter  j  LycurguSy  Legiflator  of 
the  Lacedaemonians  J  under  that  of  Apollo  j  and  Draco  and 
Solon^  Legiflators  of  the  Athenians^  under  that  of  Minerva, 
And  every  Government  has  a  God  at  the  Head  of  it ;  o- 
thers  falfely,  that  truly  which  Mofes  fet  over  the  Jews  at 
their  Departure  out  of  Egypt.  The  Religion  of  the  JS/- 
doinSj  as  'the  Sire  de  Joinville  reports,  amongft  other 
Things,  "  enjoined  a  Belief,  '  Th^t  the  Soul  of  him,  a- 
^  mongfl:  them,  who  died  for  his  Prince,  went  into  ano- 
^  ther  more  happy  Body,  more  beautiful  and  more  robult 
^  than  the  former  •,'  by  which  Means  they  much  more 
willingly  ventured  their  Lives : 

Inferrum  mens  prona  viris^  animaque  capaces 
'  Mortis^  et  ignavum  eft  reditur^  par  cere  vita  '^. 

i.  e. 
Men  covet  Wounds,  and  ftrivt  Death  to  embrace. 
To  fave  a  Life,  which  to-  return  is  bafe* 

This  is  a  very  comfortable  Belief,  however  erroneous  it 
is.  Every  Nation  has  many  luch  Examples  of  its  own  : 
JBut  this  Subjed  would  require  a  Treatife  by  itfelf. 

To  add  one  Word  more  to  my  former  Difcourfe,  I 
would  advife  the  Ladies  no  more  to  call  that   ^,  ^.^ 
Honour,  which  is  but  their  Duty,  *  Ut  enitn   i,etwi'£^h^^ 
confuetudo  loquitur ^  id  folum  dicitur  bonefitm-,   njoincb  the  la- 
quod  eft  popularifama  gloriofiim :  '  According   ^'W  term  Ho- 

*  to  the  vulgar  Stile,  that  only  is  honourable,   ^^l';  ^"'^'^'^ 

*  which  has  the  public  Applaufe  ;'  their  Du-      ''•^' 

ty  is  the  Grape,  their  Honour  but  the  outward  Hufl^. 
ISeither  would  I  advife  them  to  give  that  Excyfe  as  Pay- 
ment 

•  In  his  Memoirs,  c.  57-  p.  35 7>  35?.  "^  Lucan.  lib.  L  v.  461. 

*  Cic.  dc  Fin.  lib.  ii.  c,  15, 
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mcnt  for  their  Denial :  For  I  prefuppofe,  that  their  In- 
tentions, their  Defire  and  Will,  which  are  Things  where* 
in  their  Honour  is  not  at  all  concerned,  forafmuch  as  no- 
thing of  it  appears  externally,  are  much  better  regulated 
than  the  EfFedls. 

^^  quia  non  ticeat^  mnfadty  illafacii  ^. 

She,  who  fins  not,  'caufe  it  unlawful  is. 
In  being  therefore  Chafte,  has  done  amils. 

The  Offence  both  towards  God,  and  in  the  Confcience, 
would  be  as  great  to  defire,  as  to  do  it :  And,  befides, 
they  are  Aftions  fo  private  and  fecret  of  themfelves,  as 
would  be  very  eafily  kept  from  the  Knowledge  of  others 
wherein  the  Honour  confifts  ;  if  they  had  no  other  Rc- 
fpedt  to  their  Duty,  and  to  the  Affeftion  they  bear  to 
Chaftity  for  its  own  Sake  :  Every  Woman  of  Honour 
rather  chufes  to  wound  her  Honour,  than  her  Con- 
fcience. 


CHAP.     XVII. 
Of  PRESUMPTION. 

THERE  is  another  Sort  of  Glory,  which  is  the 
having  foo  good  an  Opinion  of  our  own  Merit.  *Tis 
an  inconfiderate  Affeftion,  with  which  we  flatter  ourfelves, 
and  that  reprefents  us  to  ourlelves  other  than  what  we 
truly  are  :  Like  the  Paflion  of  Love,  that  lends  Beauties 
and  Graces  to  the  Objeft  of  it ;  and  makes  thofe  who  are 
caught  with  it,  by  a  depraved  and  corrupt  Judgment, 
confider  the  Thing  tiley  love  other  and  more  pcifeft 
than  it  is. 

I  would  not,  neverthelefs,  that  a  Man,  for  fear  of  fail- 
ing in  this  Point,  fhould  miftakc  himfelf,  or  think  him-, 
feu  Icfs  than  he  is  ;  the  Judgment  ought,  in  all  Things, 

to 
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to  kctp  its  Prerogative  :  *Tl9  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World 
he  fliould  difcern,  in  himfelf,  as  well  as  in 
others,  what  Truth  fets  before  him ;  if  he    J^lf^ifof 
be  Cajar,  let  him  boldly  think  himfelf  the    Prejumfthn 
greateft  Captain  in  the  World.     We  are  no-    ought  not  to 
thing  but  Ceremony  ;   Ceremony  carries  us   ^''^^  ^  ^^  . 
away,  and  we  leave  the  Subftance  of  Things  ;    ^^^^^S 
wfe  hold  by  the  Branches,  and  quit  the  Trunk,   felves^  nor  to 
We  have  taught  the  Ladies  to  blufh,  when   ^^  us  from 
they  hear  but  that  named,  which  they  are   ^^'^i  *^- 
not  at  all  afraid  to  do :  We  dare  not  call  our 
Members  by  their  right  Names,  and  yet  are  not  afraid 
to  imploy  them  in  all  Sorts  of  Debauchery.     Ceremony 
forlMds  us  to  eXprefs,  by  Words,  Things,  that  are  lawful 
and  natural,  and  we  obey  it :  Reaibn  forbids  us  to  do 
Things  unlawful  and  ill,  and  No-bodv  obeys  it.     I  find 
nayfelf  here  fettered  by  the  Laws  of  Ceremony ;  for  it 
neither  permits  a  Man  to  fpeak  well  of  himfelf,  nor  ill. 
We  will  leave  her  there  for  this  Time :  They  whom  For- 
tune (call  it  good  or  ill)  has  made  to  pafs  tjfieir  Lives  in 
fome  eminent  Degree,  may,  by  their  public  Adlions,  ma- 
nifeft  what  they  are:  But  they  whom  fhe  has  only  em- 
ployed in  the  Croud,  and  of  whom  No- body  will  fpeak, 
if  they  don't  fpeak  for  themfelves,  are  to  be  excufed,^if 
they  take  Courage  to  talk  of  themfelves,  to  fuch  who  are 
concerned  to  know  them,  by  the  Example  of  Lucilius^ 

Hie  velutfidis  arcana  fodalibus  dim 
Credehat  Ubris^  nequefi  mole  cejferat^  ufquam 
Deeurrens  ;  alio  nequejf  bene :  S^uo  fit  ut  omnif 
Votiva  fateat  veliiti  defcripta  tabella  ' 

Vita  fenis  '■     ■   

I.  e. 

His  Secrets  to  his  Books  he  did  commend. 
As  free  as  to  his  dearefl:  Bofom  Friend : 
Whether  he  wrote  with,  or  againft  the  Grain, 
The  Old  Man's  Life  his  Verier  do  explain. 

He  committee!  to  Paper  his  Adions  and  Thoughts,  and 

there  pourtrayed  himfelf  fuch  as  he  found  himfelf  to 

3  be. 
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be.  *  Nee  id  Rutilio^  ef  Scaur  a  ciirafidemy  aut  obtreSiaticni 
fuit :  ^  Nor  were  Rutilius  or  Scaurus  mifbelieved  or  con- 
'  demned  for  fo  doing.* 

I  remenxber  then,  that,  from  my  Infancy,  there  was 
M  ta"  ^s  obferved  in  me  I  know  not  what  kind  of 
farticu^Gef'  Carriage  and  Gefture;  that  feemed  to  relifli 
tufe  a  plain  of  foolifli  Pride.  I  will  fay  this,  in  the  firft 
^n% °'^J^^^  Place,  that  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  there  arc 
J^yP^  •  Qualities  and  Propenfions  fo  proper  and  in- 
corporated into  us,  that  we  have  not  the  Means  to  feel 
and  know  them  :  And  of  fuch  natural  Inclinations  tha 
Body  is  apt  to  retain  a  certain  Bent,  without  our  Know- 
ledge or  Confent.  It  was  quaint  Affedtation,  Confederate 
of  Beauty,  that  made  Alexander  carry  his  Head  on  one 
Side,  and  Alcibiades  to  lifp  ;  Julius  ^  Cafar  fcratched  his 
HeaJd  with  one  Finger,  which  is  the  Mark  of  a  Man  pof- 
lefled  with  uneafy  Thoughts  ;  and  Cicero ^  as  I  remember, 
was  wont  to  turn  up  his  Nofe^  a  Sign  of  a  Man  given  to 
Scoffing :  Such  Motions,  as  thefe,  may,  imperceptibly, 
happen  in  us.  There  are  other  artificial  ones,  which  I 
meddle  not  with  *,  as  Salutations  and  Congees,  by  which 
Men,  for  the  moft  part,  unjuftly  acquire  the  Reputation 
of  being  humble  and  courteous ;  or,  perhaps,  humble  out 
of  Pride.  I  am  prodigal  enough  of  my  Hat,  efpecially 
in  Summer,  and  never  am  fo  faluted,  but  I  pay  it  again, 
from  I^erfons  of  what  Quality  foever,  unlefs  they  be  in 
my  Pay.  I  fhould  be  glad,  that  fome  Princes,  whom  I 
know,  would  be  more  {paring  of  that  Ceremony,  and  be- 
ftow  that  Courtefy  where  it  is  more  due  5  for,  being  fo  in- 
difcreetly  profule  of  it,  *tis  thrown  away  to  no  Purpofe,  if 
it  be  without  Refpeft  of  Perfons  :  Amongft  irregular  Coun- 
tenances, let  us  not  forget  that  fevere  one  ^  of  the  Emperor 
ConJlantiuSy  who  always,  in  Public,  held  his  Head  upright 
and  ftraight,  without  bending  or  turning  it  on  either  Side, 
not  fo  much  as  to  look  upon  thofe  who  faluted  him  on  one 
Side,  planting  his  Body  in  a  ftifi^  immoveable  Pofture, 
without  fuffering  it  to  yield  to  the  Motion  of  his  Coach ; 
not  daring  fo  much  as  to  fpit,  blow  his  Nofe,  or  wipe  hb 

Face 

•  Tack,  in  Vita  Amcola?,  c.  i.  ^  Plutarch  in  the  Life  otC^/ar^ 
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Face  before  People.  I'ichow  not  whether  the  Geftures 
that  were  obferved  in  me,  were  of  this  firfl:  Quality,  and 
whether  I  had  really  any  fecret  Propenfion  to  t^is  Vice, 
as  it  might  well  be  \  and  I  cannot  be  refponfible  for  the 
Swing  of  the  Body. 

But,  as  to  the  Motions  of  the  Soul^  I  muft  here  con- 
fcfs  what  I  am  fenfiblc  of  there.    This  Va-    Prefumption 
nity  confifts  of  two  Parts,  the  fetting  too   divided  into 
great  a  Value  upon  ourfelvcs,  and  too  little   ^'^^  ^^^^' 
a  Value  upon  others. 

As  to  the  one,  methinks  thefe  Confiderations  ought, 
in  the  firft  Place,  to  be  of  fome  Weight.     I    ^^^^^-^^ 
feel  myfelf  importuned  by  an  Error  of  the   iJ°"S. 
Soul,  that  difpleafcs  me,  both  as  it  is  unjuft,    ludue  his  Per- 
and  the  more,  as  it  is  troublefome :   i  at-  M'^ndPojfef- 
tempt  to  correal  it,  but  I  cannot  root  it  out;  ''^^^' 
which  is,  that  I  leiien  the  juft  Value  of  Things  that  I 
poflefs,  and  over- value  others,  becaufe  they  are  foreign, 
abfent,  and  none  of  mine  :  This  Humour  fpreads  very 
far :  As  the  Prerogative  of  the  Authority  makes  Huf- 
bands  to  look  upon  their  own  Wives  with  a  vicious  Dif- 
dain,  and  nfany  Fathers  their  Children,  fo  do  I  :   And, 
betwixt  two  equal  Merits,   I  fhould  always  be  fwayed 
againft  my  own  :  Not  fo  much  that  the  Jealoufy  of  my 
Preferment,  and  the  bettering  of  my  Affairs  does  trouble 
my  Judgment,  and  hinders  me  from  fatisfying  myfelf^  as 
becaufe  Dominion,  of  itfelf,  begets  a  Contempt  of  what 
is  our  own,  and  over  which  we  have  an  abfolute  Com- 
mand.   Foreign  Governments,  Manners,  and  Languages 
infinuate  themfelves  into  my  Efteem  ;  and  I  am  very  fcn- 
fible,  that  Latin  allures  me,  by  the  Favour  of  its  Dignity, 
to  value  it  above  its  Due,  as  happens  to  Children,  and 
the  common  Sort  of  People.    The  CEconomy,  Houfe, 
and  Horfe  of  my  Neighbour,  though  no  better  than  my 
own,  I  prize  above  my  own,  becaufe  they  are  not  mine  : 
Betides  that,  I  am  very  ignorant  in  my  own  Affairs  -,  I 
admire  at  the  AfTurance  that  every  one  has  of  himfelf : 
Whereas  there  is  not,  almoftj  any  Thing  that  I  am  fure  I 
know,  or  that  I  dare  be  refponfible  to  myfelf  that  I  can 

Vol.  n.  E  c  do : 
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do :  I  have  not  my  Means  of  doing  any  Tbio^  ftated 
and  ready,  and  am  only  inftruded  after  the  Efi^,  be* 
ing  as  doubtful  of  my  own  Force,  as  I  am  of  another's  ^ 
whence  it  comes  to  pais,  that,  if  I  happen  to  do  any 
Thing  commendable,  1  attribute  it  more  to  my  Fortune 
than  Induftry ;  forafmuch  as  I  defign  every  Thing  by 
Chance,  and  in  Fear.  I  have  this  alfo  in  general^  that^ 
of  all  the  Opinions  Antiquity  has  held  of  Men  in  grofs^ 
I  moft  willingly  embrace,  and  moft  adhere  to  thofe  that 
mod  contemn,  vilify,  and  annihilate  us»  Mcthinks  Phi- 
lofophy  has  never  fo  fair  a  Game  to  play,  as  when  it  falls 
upon  our  Vanity  and  Prefumption  ^  when  it  difcovers 
Man's  Irrefolution^  Weaknefs,  and  Ignorance.  I  look 
upon  the  too  good  Opinion,  that  Man  has  of  himfelf,  to 
be  the  Nurfing  Mother  of  the  falfeft  Opinions,  both  pub- 
lic and  private.  Thofe  People  who  ride  aftride  upon  the 
Epicycle  of  Mercury ^  who  fee  fo  far  into  the  Heavens,  are 
worfe  to  me  than  Pickpockets :  For,  in  my  Stxidy^  the 
Subjed  of  which  is  Man,  finding  fo  great  a  Variety  of 
Judgments,  fo  profound  a  Labyrinth  of  Difficulties  one 
upon  another  ;  fo  great  a  Diverfity  and  Uncertainty,,  even 
in  the  School  of  Wifdom  itfelf ;  you  may  jwdge,  feeing 
thofe  People  could  not  be  certain  of  the  Knowledge  of 
themfelves,  and  their  own  Condition,  which  is  continual- 
ly before  their  Eyes,  and  within  them  %  feeing  they  do  not 
know,  how  that  moves,  which  tljey  themfelves  move,  nor 
how  to  give  us  a  Defeription  of  the  Springs  they  them- 
felves govern  and  make  Ufe  of ;.  how  can  I  believe  them 
about  the  Ebbing  and  Flowing  of  the  Nile  ?  *  The  Curio*- 
'  fity  of  knowing  Things  has  been  given  to  Man  for  a 
y  Scourge,'  fays  tlie  Holy  Scripture.  But,  to  re.turn  to 
what  concerns  myfelf,  I  think  it  very  hard,  that  any 
other  fhould  have  a  meaner  Opinion  of  himfclf  j  nay» 
that  any  other  fhould  have  a  meaner  Opinion  of  me,  than 
I  have  of  myfelf.  I  look  upon  myfelf  as  one  of  the  com-^ 
mon  Sort,  faving  in  what  I  am  obliged  for  to  myfelf ; 
guilty  of  the  meaneft  and  moil  popular  Defedfcs^  but  not 
difowned  or  excufed  ;  and  do  not  value  myfelf  upon  any 
other  Account,  than  becaufe  I  know  my  own  Value* 

3  If 
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If  I  have  any  Vanity,  'tis  fupcrficially  infufed  into  me 
by  the  Treachery  of  my  Conltitutioh,  and 
has  no  Body  that  my  Judgment  can  difcern.    ^I^^^f. 
I  am  fprinkled,  but  not  dyed  :  For,  in  truth,   pUafid^wUh 
as  to  the  Produftions  of  the  Mind,  no  Part    ^*j  oivn  Writ- 
of  them,,  be  it  what  it  will,  ever  fatified  mc,    J^^'  ^^^;- 
and  the  Approbation  of  others  is  no  Coin  for   ^iijfcyT 
mc  ;  my  Judgment  is  tender  and  nice,  efpe- 
cially  in  my  own  Concern  \  I  feel  myfelf  float  and  waver 
by  reafon  of  my  We^Ucncfs.     I  have  nothing  of  my  own 
that  fatisfies  my  Judgment :  My  Sight  is  clear  and  regu- 
lar enough,  but,  in  opening  it,  'cis  apt  to  dazzle,  as  I 
moft  manifeflly  find  in  Poefy  :  I  love  it  infinitely,  and 
am  able  to  give  n  tolerable  Judgment  of  other  Men's 
Works  :  Bot,  in  good  Earncft,  when  I  apply  myfelf  to  it, 
'tis  fo  puerile,  that  I  cannot  endure  myfelf.    A  Man  may 
play  the  Fool  in  every  Thing  elfe,  but  not  in  Poetry. 

'-'^'^  Mediocribus  elTe  Poetis 


Non  bomineSy  non  dii,  non  concejfere  column^e  **. 

/.  e. 

But  neither  Men,  nor  Gods,  nor  Pillars  meant 
To  honour  Poetry  indifferent. 

I  would  to  God  this  Sentence  was  writ  over  the  Doors 
of  all  our  Printers,  to  forbid  the  Entrance  of  fo  many 
Rhimers. 


verum 


Nihil  fecurius  eft  nialo  Poeta  \ 

i.  e. 

— —  But  the  Truth  is,  and  all  the  Critics  (hew  it, 
None*s  more  conceited  than  a  forry  Poet. 

Have  not  we  fuch  People  ?  Diomftusj  the  Father,  va- 
lued himfelf  fo  much  upon  nothing  as  his  The  public  No- 
Poetry.  At  the  Olympic  Games,  with  Cha-  tice  cwhkh  tht 
riots  furpafling  all  others  in  Magnificence,  p7^j[^^^ 
he  fent  alfo  Poers  and  Muficians  to  prefent  PoT^^^^vho 
his  Verfes,  with  Tents  and  Pavilions  royally  ^MastheTyran^ 
gilt,   and  hung  with  Tapeftry .    When  his  rf  Sicily.  ^    \ 

E  'C  2  Verfes 

*  Hotat.  de  Art.  Poet.  v.  372,  373-  *  Mart.  lib.  xii.  EpJg.  64. 
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Verfes  came  to  be  recited,  the  Grace  and  Excellency  of 
the  Pronunciation  did,  at  firft,  attraft  the  Attcntioa  of 
the  People  -,  but  when  they,  afterwards,  came  to  paulie  on 
the  Meannefs  of  the  Compofition>,  they  firft  difdained  it, 
and  their  Judgments^  being  noore  and  more  nettled,  pre- 
fently  proceeded  to  Fury,  and  ran  to  pull  down,  and  tear 
all  his  Pavilions  to  pieces.  And  ^  forafmuch  as  his  Cha- 
riots neither  performed  any  Thing  to  Purpofe  in  the  Race, 
and  as  the  Ship,  which  brought  back  his  People,  failed 
of  making  Sicily^  and  was,  by  the  Tencjpefl:^  driven  and 
wrecked  upon  the  Coafl  of  Tarenfum^  they  did  certaiiily 
believe  the  Gods  were  incenfed,  as  they  themfelves  were, 
againfl  that  paltry  Poem  j  and  even  the  Mariners,  who 
elbaped  from  the  Wreck,  feconded  this  Opinion  of  the 
People  i  to  which  the  Oracky  that  foretold  his  Death,  alfb 
feemed,  in  fome  meafure,.  to  fubfcribe  •,  which  was^ '  Tha( 
*  Dionyjius  *  fhould  be  near  his  End,  when  he  fhould  hafre 
'  overcome  thofe  who  were  better  than  himfclf  :*  This 
he  interpreted  of  the  Carthaginians y  who  furpaflcd  him  in 
Power  -,  and,  having  War  with  them,  often  declined  and 
moderated  Viftory,  left  he  fhould  incur  the  Senfe  of  this 
Prediftion  :  But  he  mifunderflood  it ;  fbr  the  Gotf  point- 
ed at  the  Time  of  the  Advantage,  that,  by  Favour  and 
Injuftice,  he  obtained,  at  Athens^  over  the  Tragic  Poets, 
better  than  himfelf,  having  caufed  his  own  Play,  called 
the  LeneianSj  to  be  afted  in  Emulation  :  Prefently  aftej 
this  Viftory  he  died,  and  partly  of  the  exceffive  Joy  he 
conceived  at  the  Succefs  of  it.  /  What  I  find  tolerable  of 
mine,  is  not  fo  really,  and  in  icfelf ;  but  in  Comparifon 
of  other  worfe  Things,,  that,  I  fee,  are  well  enough  re- 
ceived :  1  envy  the  Happinefs  of  thofe  that  can  pleaie  and 
hug  themfelves  in  what  they  do,  for  *^cis  a  very  eafy  Thing 
to  be  fo  pleafed,  becaufe  a  Man  extcads  that  Pleafure  fron 
himfelf,  efpecially  if  he  he  conftant  in  his  Self-conceit.  I 
know  a  Poet,  againft  whom  both  the  Intelligent  in.  Poe- 
try, and  the  Ignorant,  Abroad  and  at  Plome,  both^  Hea- 
ven and  Earth,  exclaim,  that  he  has  no  Notion;  of  it; 
and  yet,  for  all  that,  he  has  never  a  whit  the  worie  Opi- 
nion of  himfelfy  but  is  always  falling  upon  fome  new 

Piecc^ 

*■  Dwdorus  of  ^c/Jv  lih»  xiv.  c.  28.        «  Idem,  ibid,  Ub.  xv.  c.  ap. 
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Piece,  always  <:ontniriiig  fome  new  Invention,  and  ftill 
peiiifts,  with  fo  much  the  moi-e  Obftinacy,  as  it  only  con- 
<:ern$  bimfelf  to  ftand  up  in  his  own  Defence. 

My  Works  are  fo  fap  from  pleafing  me,    ^^^/  Nation . 
that,  as  lift  as  I  review  them,  they  difguft    Montaigne 

jYi^  .  had  of  bis  ft 


me 


Iforkss 


Cum  rekgo^fcripjijfepudet^  quiaphrima  cerno.^ 
Me  quoque  quifeci^  judice  digna  lini  **. 

When  I  perufe,  I  blufli  at  what  I've  writ, 
And  thiidc  *tis  only  for  the  Fire  fit. 

I  have  always  an  Idea,  in  my  Mind,  of  a  better  Fonn 
than  that  I  have  made  Ufe  of,  but  I  cannot  catch  it,  nor 
fit  it  to  my  Purpofe^  and  yet  even  that  Idea  is  but  of  the 
middle  CJafs  5  by  which  I  conclude,  that  the  Produdlioni 
of  thofe  rich  and  great  Genius's,  of  former  Times,  arc 
very  much  beyond  the  utmoft  Stretch  of  my  Imagination, 
or  my  Wilh.  Their  Writings  do  not  only  fatisfy  and  fill 
me,  .but  they  aftoniflb  me,  ajid  ravifh  me  with  Admira- 
tion :  I  judge  of  their  Beauty,  I  fee  it,  if  not  tp  Perfec- 
tion, yet  fo  far,  at  leaft,  as  'tis  poffible  for  me  to  afpire  to. 
Whatever  I  undertake,  I  owe  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Graces^  as 
Plutarch  fays  of  fome  one,  to  cultivate  jcheir  favoun 

Ji  quid  emm  placti^ 

Si  quid  duke  hominum  fenjibus  influit^ 
D&bentur  lepidis  jomnia  Gratiis. 

i.  f. 

If  any  Thing  does  pleafe,  that  I  do  wrke. 
Into  Men's  Minds  if  it  infufe  Delight, 
All's  to  the  lovely  Graces  due. 

They  abandon  me  throughout :  All  I  write  is  rude, 
and  wants  Polifliing  and  Beauty  :  I  cannot  fet  Tljings  o^ 
to  the  beft  Advantage,  my  Handling  adds  nothing  to  the 
Matter  ;  for  which  Reafon  I  muft  have  a  Subjed  forcible^ 
very  copious,  and  that  has  a  Luftre  of  its  own.  If  I  pitch 
upon  Subjeds  that  are  popular  and  gay,  'tis  to  foUowmf 

p  c  3  owa 

>  Ovid.  4lc  Fmio,  Kb.  i.  £kg.  6.  v.  x;,  16. 
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own  Inclinatiooy  u^o  do  not  zSeBt  a  grave  and  ceremo* 

nious  Wifdom,  as  the  World  does ;  and  to  make  myfdf» 

'    ^       ^'^^  ^y  ^^^*  ^^^^  uprightly,  which  requires 

Mjta.gnc'/       ^^j^  ^^^j.  g^^^  ^ J  f^ygj,^^  j^^  j^^  j£  I 

may  call  that  a  Stile  which  is  roug)i  and  ir- 
regular Phrafcology,  a  vulgar  Jargon,  and  a  Proceeding 
without  Definition,  Divifion,  and  without  Conclufion,  and 
perplexed,  like  that  of  '  Amafanius  and  RaUrius.     I  can 
neither  Pleafe  nor  Delight,  much  lels  Ravifli :  The  beft 
Story  in  the  World  is  tarnifhed  by  my  Handling.    I  can- 
not Ipcak  but  in  Earneft,  and  am  totally  unprovided  of 
that  Facility,  which  I  obierve  in  many  of  my  Acquaint- 
ance, of  entertaining  the  firft  Comers,  and  keeping  a 
whole  Company  in  Breath,  or  amufing  the  Ears  of  a 
Prince,  with  all  Sorts  of  Difcourfe,  without  being  weary  -« 
they  never  wanting  Matter,  by  reafon  of  the  Faculty  and 
Grace  they  have  in  taking  hold  of  the  firft  Thing  that  is 
ftartcd,  and  accommodating  it  to  the  Humour  and  Capa- 
city of  thofe  with  whom  they  have  to  do.    Princes  do  not 
much  affcft  folid  Difcourfes,  nor  I  to  tell  Stories :  The 
firft  and  eafieft  Reafons,  which  are  commonly  the  moft 
liked,  I  know  not  how  to  imploy  :  I  am  a  bad  Orator  to 
the  common  Sort :  I  am  apt,  of  every  Thing,  to  fay  the 
vtmoft  that  I  know.     Cicero  is  of  Opinion,  *  That,  ^  in 

*  Treatifes  of  Philofophy,  the  Exordium  is  the  hardeft 

*  Part  •/  which,  if  it  be  true,  I  am  wife  in  fticking  to  the 
Conclufion :  And  yet  we  are  to  know  how  to  wind  the 
String  to  all  Notes,  and  the  fliarpeft  is  that  which  is  the 
moft  fcldom  touched :  There  is,  at  leaft,  as  much  Per- 
fedlion  in  Elevating  an  empty,  as  in  Supporting  a  weigh- 
ty I'hing :  A  Man  muft  fometimes  fuperficiaily  handle 
Things,  and  fometimes  fift  them  to  the  Bottom  :  I  know, 
very  well,  that  moft  Men  keep  themfelves  in  this  lower 
Form,  for  not  conceiving  othcrwife  than  by  this  Surface : 
But  I  likewife  know,  that  the  greateft  Mafters,  and  Xma^, 

*  Cic.  Acad.  Quaeft.  lib.  i.  c.  2. 

^  Montaigne  only  quotes  this  Sentiment  to  ridicule  Otem^o,  whom  he  treats 
rather  a?  a  fine  Orator  than  an  acnti|  Philofbpher,,  m  which  he  was  aot  much 
in  the  VJ^rohg ;  for  whoever  nicely  examines  Cicero\  Philoibphical  Works, 
will  cafjiy  fee,  that  they  are  only  the  Switiments  of  Plato^  Arifttky  Epical 
rus,  Zenc,  &c.  elegantly  aad  politely  tmnil^ite^  in|o  Latin*  • 
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pbon  and  PUtc  often  condcfcend  to  this  la^  und  popular 
manner  of  fpeaking  and  treating  of  Things,  and  yet. 
maintaining  them  with  Graces,  'which  are  never  want- 
ing to  them. 

As  to  the  reft,  mf  Language  has  nothing  in  it  that 
is  eafy  and  fluent ;  'tis  rough,  free,  and  irrtgular  -,  and 
therefore  beft  pl^es  my  Inclination,  if  not  my  Judg- 
ment :  But  I  very  well  perceive,  that  I  fometimes  give 
myfelf  too  much  Rein ;  and  that,  by  endeavouring  to 
avoid  Art  aad  Affe&adon,  I  relapfe  into  it  from  another 
Quariser. 

■  ■     ■ brisvis  ejji  labor 0^ 

Obfiurus  fio  *, 

I  ftrive  to  be  concife, 
I  prove  obfcure. 

Flato  fays,  '  That  the  long,  nor  the  Ihort,  are  not  Pro- 

*  perties,  that  either  take  away,  or  give  Worth  to  Lan- 

*  guage.'     Should  I  attempt  to  follow  the  other  more 
even,  fmooth,  and  regulated  Stile,  I  ftiould  never  attain 
to  it ;  and,  though  the  Ihort  round  Periods  and  Cadences 
of  Salliifi  beft  fuit  with  my  Humour,  yet  I  find  C^Jar 
greater,  and  harder  to  imitate  •,  and,  though  my  Inclina- 
tion would  rather  prompt  me  to  imitate  Semcd't  Way  of 
Writing,  yet  I,  neverthelefs,  more  efteem  that  of  Plu- 
tarcb.    Both  in  Silence  and  Speaking,  I  (imply  follow  my    4^ 
own  natural  Way ;  from  whence,  peradventure,  it  falls 
out,  that  I  am  better  at  Speaking  than  Writing.  Motion 
and  Aftion  animate  Words,  efpecialiy  in  thofe  who  lay 
about  them  brilkly,  as  I  do,  and  grow  hot.    The  Com- 
portment, the  Countenance,  the  Voice,  the  Robe,  and 
the  Tribunal,  may  fet  off  fome  Things,  that,  of  thcm- 
felves,  would  appear  no  better  than  Prating.     MeJJala 
complains,  in  Radius  ™,   of  the  •  Strcightnefs  of  fome 

*  Garments  in  his  Time,  and  of  the  Form  of  the  Roflra^ 

*  where  the  Orators  were  to  declaim,  which  weakened 

*  their  EIoquAcc.'       *  *    "^ 

E  e  4  My 

*  Hont.  Art.  Poet.  v. '25,  26. 

^  In'  kis  Diajogoe,  Dt  Caujis  conupta  Eloquentia  Tub  finem. 
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My  French  Tongue  is  corrupted,  both  in  Pronuncia^ 
Hfs  French  ^^^"»  *"^  clfewhcrc,  by  the  Barbarifm  of  my 
/toiled  hy  the  Country  :  I  never  faw  a  Man,  who  was  a 
DUdeaofbis  Native  of  any  of  the  Provmccs  on  this  Side 
jVkfti^  Cwar-  of  the  Kingdom,  who  had  not  the  Brogue  of 
^'  his  Place  of  Birth,  and  which  was  not  oSen- 

five  to  Ears  that  were  purely  Fnncb :  And  yet  it  is  not 
that  I  am  fo  perfect  in  my  Perigordin ;  for  I  am  no  more 
converfant  in  it  than  Higb-DuUb^  nor  do  I  much  care. 

'Tis  a  Language,  like  the  reft:  about  me  on  every  Side, 
The  Language  thofc  of  PoitoUj  Xaintongue^  AngoulefmCj  Xir 
of  that  Coun-  mofin^  and  Am^&rgne^  a  mixed,  drawling,  dirty 
''^-  Language. 

There  is,  indeed,  above  us,  towards  the  Mountains,  % 
^j  r>  r  Sort  of  Gafcon  fpoke,  that  I  am  mightily  ta- 

Language.        ^^^  With,  which  IS  dfy,  concife,  figmficant, 

and,  in  Truth,  a  more  Manly  and  Military 
Language  than  any  other  I  am  acquainted  with  \  as  ner- 
vous, potent,  and  pertinent,  as  the  French  \s  graceful,  de- 
licate, and  copious. 

\  A3  to  the  Laiin^  which  was  given  me  for  my  Mother-: 
With  what  Tongue,  I  have,  by  Difufc,  loft  the  Ufe  of 
tiafe  he  learned  fpcaking  it,  and,  indeed,  of  writing  it  too, 
the  J.atin.  ^Herein  I  formerly  excelled  -,  by  which  yoq 
may  fee  how  inconfiderable  I  am  on  that  Side. 

Beauty  is  a  Thing  of  great  Recommendation  in  the 
The  Ad'van-  Corrcfpondenpy  amongft  Men  ;  'tis  the  prin- 
tageofthe  cipal  Mc^s  of  acquifing  the  Favour  and 
Beauty  of^he  ^  Good-liking  of  onc  another,  and  no  Man  is 
■9^'^'  fo  barbarous  aqd  morofe,  that  dpes  not  per-? 

ccive  himfelf,  in  fpme  fprt,  ftruck  with  its  ComcUnefs, 
The  Body  has  a  great  Share  in  our  Being,  has  an  emi- 
nent Place  there,  and  therefprp  its  Stfud^ure  and  Compor 
firion  are  of  very  juft  Cpnfideration.  They  who  go  about 
to  difunite,  and  feparate  our  twp  principal  Parts  :^onni  one 
another,  are  to  blame  ;  We  muft,  ot\  the  contrary,  unite 
and  rejoin  themt  Wc  nii|ft  command  the;  Soul,  not  to. 
withdraw  to  entertain  itfelf  apart,  not  tp'delpife  and  a^ 
bandon  the  Body,  (neither  can  Ihe  do  it,  but  by  fome 
f idiculous  Counterfeit)  but  to  unite  l^erfelf  clofe  to  it,  to 
3  Ffnbrjce, 


9^ 
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embrace,  cherifb,  affift,  govern,  and  advife  it,  and  to 
bring  it  back,  and  fct  it  into  the  true  Way  when  it  wan- 
dens ;  in  fum,  to  efpoufe,  and  be  a  Hufband  to  it,  for- 
afmuch  as-  their  Etfefts  do  not  appear  to  be  diverfe  and 
contrary,  but  uniform  and  concurring.     Chrijiians  have  a 

Particular  Inftruftion  concerning  this  Connexion,  for  thejr 
now,  that  the  Divine  Juftice  embraces  this  Society  and 
Conjunftion  of  Body  and  Soul,  even  to  the  making  the 
Body  capable  of  eternal  Rewards ;  and  that  God  has  an 
Eye  tp  every  Man*s  Ways,  and  will  have  him  to  receive, 
entire,  the  Chaftifement  or  Reward  of  his  Demerits.  The 
Sed  of  the  Peripateiicsj  of  all  others  the  moft  fociablc, 
does  attribute  to  Wifdom  this  fole  Care,  equally  to  pro* 
vide  for,  and  procure  the  Good  of  thefe  two  aflbciatc 
Parts ;  And  the  other  Sefts,  in  not  fufficiently  applying, 
themfelves  to  the  Confideration  of  this  Mixture,  Ihew 
themfelves  to  be  partial,  one  for  the  Body,  and  the  other 
for  the  Soul,  with  equal  Error ;  and  to  have  loft  their 
Subjeft,  which  is  Man  •,  and  their  Guide,  which  they  ge- 
nerally confefs  to  be  Nature.  \  The  firft  Diftindtion  that 
ever  was  amongft  Men,  and  the  firft  Confideration  that 
gave  fome  Pre-eminence  over  others,  'tis  likely,  was  t)ic 
Advantage  of  Beauty. 

■    ■  ... —  agros  divifere^  atque  ^tdere 
Pro  facie  cujufque^  et  viribus^  ingenioque : 
J^am  facie f  niuUum  valuit^  virefque  vigebant  "♦ 

/.  e, 

Then  fteady  Bounds 

Marked  out  to  ev*ry  Man  his  proper  Grounds  ; 
Each  had  his  proper  Share,  each  one  was  fit. 
According  to  his  Beauty,  Strength,  or  Wit ; 
For  Beauty  then,  and  Strength  had  moft  Command. 

Now,  I  am  fomething  lower  than  the  middle  Stature, 
♦  ^  Defedt  that's  not  only  difegreeable,   but  . 

inconvenient,  cfpecially  to  thole  who  are  in    st^m^^Scc! 
Office  and  Command,  for  Want  of  the  Au- 
thority derived  from  a  graceful  Prefence,  and  a  majeftic, 
gtature.     C.  Marius  did  not,  willingly,  lil^  any  Soldiers 

vndcr 

■  Lucrct.  lib.  v.  y.  1109, 
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under  fix  Feet  high.  The  Courtier  has,  indeed,  Rcafon 
to  defirc  a  common  Stature  in  the  Perfon  he  is  to  make, 
rather  than  any  other,  and  to  rejeft  all  Strangenefs  that 
ihoujd  make  him  be  pointed  at :  But,  in  chufing,  if  it  be 
ncccflary,  in  this  Mediocrity,  to  have  him  rather  below 
than  above  the  common  Standard,  I  would  not  have 
a  Soldier  to  be  fo.     *  Little  Men,  fays  Ariftotle^  are 

•  very  pretty,  but  not  handfome  5  and  Greatnefs  of  Soul 
'  is  dikrovered  in  a  great  Body,  as  Beauty  is  in  a  larg^ 

•  tall  one.  The  Ethiopians  and  Indians j  fays  be^  in  chufing 

•  their  Kings  and  Magiftrates,  had  a  fpecial  Regafd  to 

•  the  Beauty  and  Stature  of  their  Pcrlons.*  Tliey  had 
Reafon,  for  it  creates  Re^ft  in  thofe  that  follow  them, 
and  to  fee  a  Leader,  of  a  brave  and  goodly  Stature, 
inarch  at  the  Head  of  a  Battalion,  ftrikcs  a  Terror  into 
the  Enemy. 

Jpfe  inter  prifMS  pr^^anti  corpore  Turnus, 
Vertitur^  arma  tenenSf  et  toto  verticefupra  eji  •. 

/.  e. 

The  graceful  TurnuSj  tailed  by  the  Head, 
Shaking  his  Arms,  himfelf  the  Van  up  led. 

Our  Holy  and  Heavenly  King,  of  whom  every  Cir* 
cumftance  is  moft  carefully,  and  with  the  greateft  Reli- 
gion and  Reverence  to  be  obferved,  has  not,  himfelf,  re- 
g|  fufed  bodily  Recommendation,  Speciofus  forma  pra  filiis 
homintm :  '  He  ^  is  fairer  than  the  Children  of  Men.* 
And  PlatOj  with  Temperance  and  Fortitude,  requires 
Beauty  in  the  Confervators  of  his  Republic.  It  would 
vex  you,  that  a  Man  fhould  apply  himfelf  to  you,  a- 
mongft  your  Servants,  to  enquire  where  Monfieur  is,  and 
that  you  fhould  only  have  the  Remainder  of  the  Compli- 
ment of  the  Hat,  that  is  made  to  your  Barber,  or  your 
Secretary  ;  as  it  happened  to  poor  Philopamen^  who  ar-  ^ 
riving,  the  firft  of  all  his  Company,  at  an  Inn  where  he 
was  expeifled,  the  Hoftefs,  who  knew  him  not,  and  faw 
hirii  ^  mean-looking  Man,  employed  him  to  help  her 
Maids,  a  little,  to  dfaw  Water,  or  make  a  Fire  again  ft 

Philopainen'% 

*  Virg.  -Sncid.  Ub.  vU.  v,'78j,  tsTr,         p  Pfal.  xlv.  v.  3, 
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Pbilopomen^s  Coming :  The  **  Gendemen  of  his  Train  ar- 
riving prefcntly  after,  and  furprifed  to  fee  him  bufy  in  this 
fine  Employment  (for  he  failed  not  to  do  as  he  had  been 
bid)  alked  him,  *  What  he  was  doing  tliere ;'  I  am^  faid 
he,  paying  the  Penalty  of  my  Uglinefs.  The  other  Beauties 
belong  to  the  Women,  but  the  Bea-uty  of  Suture  is  the 
only  Beauty  of  the  Men.  Where  there  is  a  Lownefs  of 
fitaturc,  neither  the  Larsenefs  and  Roundnefs  of  the  Fore- 
head, nor  fair  lowrly  Eyes,  nor  the  moderate  Size  of  the 
Nofe,  nor  the  Lictlenefs  of  the  Ears  and  Mouth,  nor  the 
Evcnncfs  and  Whitenefs  of  the  Teeth,  nor  the  Thicknefs 
of  a  weil-fet  brown  Beard  fhining  like  the  Hufk  of  a 
Chcihut,  nor  curled  Hair,  nor  the  juft  Proportion  of  the 
Head,  nor  a  frefh  Complexion,  nor  a  pleafing  Air  of  the 
Face,  nor  a  Body  without  any  ofFenfive  Scent,  nor  the  juft 
Proportion  of  Limbs,  can  make  a  handfome  Man. 

I  am,  as  to  the  reft,  ftrong,  and  well  knit :  My  Face 
is  not  puiFed,  but  full ;  my  Complexion  be-    q-he  Authw^s 
twixt  Jovial  and  Melancholic,  moderately    ^hapt^ Air^Zcz^ 
Sanguine  and  Hot. 

JJnde  rigent  fetis  mihi  crura,  et  peSora  villis  \ 

i.  e. 

Whence  *tis  my  Thighs  fo  rough  and  briftled  are. 
And  that  my  Breaft  is  fo  thick  fet  with  Hair. 

My  Health  vigorous  and  fprightly,  even  to  a  well-ad-f 
vanced  Age,  and  rarely  troubled  with  Sicknefe  c  Such  I 
was,  I  fay,  for  I  do  not  make  any  reckoning  of  mylelf, 
now  that  I  am  engaged  in  the  Avenues  of  Old-age,  be-» 
ing  already  paft  Fprty  2 

minutatim  vires^  et  robur  adultum 

Frangit,  et  in  partem  pejorem  liquitur  ^tas  *. 

*       Thence,  by  Degrees,  our  Strength  melts  all  away. 
And  treacherous  Age  creeps  on,  and  Things  decay^ 

Wha.* 

*i  In  the  Life  of  Philopaemeny  by  Plutarch^  c.  X. 
'  Mart.  lib.  ii.  Ep.  36.  v  j, 
*  Lucret.  lib.  ii.  v.  1130. 


« 
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What  I  (hall  be  from  this  Time  forward,  will  be  but  a 
half  Being,  and  no  more  me  -,  I  every  Day  dcapc  and 
ftcal  away  from  myfclf : 

Singula  de  nobis  anm  praiantuT  euntes  ^ 

Every  Year  fteals  fomething  from  us. 

Agtlity  and  Addrefs  I  never  had,  and  yet  am  the  Son 
M  ntai  e  ^^  ^  ^^^  aftive  and  fprightly  Father,  who 
moT^e^th^  continued  to  be  fo  to  an  extreme  Old-age :  I 
/ome,  and,  in  have  feidom  known  any  Man,  of  his  Condi- 
leneral,  a«i-  ^lon,  his  equal  in  all  bodily  Exercifes  ;  as  I 
'^Vh^fand  ^^^^  feldom  met  with  any  who  have  not  ex- 
€ould  take  Celled  me,  except  in  Running,  at  which  I 
Pains  <wh€n  was  pretty  good.  In  Mufic  or  Singing,'  for 
be  had  a  Mind  ^y^jj  J  jj^vc  a  very  Unfit  Voice,  or  to  play 

on  any  Sort  of  Inftrument,  they  could  never 
teach  me  any  Thing,  In  Dancing,  Tennis,  or  Wrcllling, 
I  could  never  arrive  to  more  than  an  ordinary  Pitch ;  in 
Swimming,  Fencing,  Vaulting,  and  Leaping,  to  none  at 
all.  My  Hands  are  fo  benumbed,  that  I  can  only  write 
fo  as  to  read  it  myfelf ;  fo  that  I  had  rather  mend  what  I 
have  fcribbled,  than  to  take  the  Trouble  to  write  it  over 
fair  5  and  I  do  not  read  much  better  than  I  write.  I  can- 
not handfomely  fold  up  a  Letter,  nor  could  ever  make  a 
Pen,  or  carve  at  Table,  nor  faddle  a  Horfe,  nor  carry  a 
Hawk,  and  fly  her,  nor  call  the  Dogs,  nor  fpeak  to  Birds, 
nor  Horfes.  In  fine,  my  bodily  Qualities  are  very  well 
fuited  to  thofe  of  my  Soul,  there  is  nothing  fprightly,  on^ 
ly  a  full  and  firm  Vigour :  I  am  patient  enough  of  La^r 
bour  and  Pains,  provided  I  go  voluntary  to  the  Work, 
and  only  fo  long  as  my  own  Defire  prompts  me  to  it. 

Molliteraufierum  fiudio  fallente  labor  em  ''• 

/.  e. 
Whilft  the  Delight  makes  you  ne'er  mind  the  Pain^ 

Otherwife,  if  I  am  not  allured  with  fome  Pleafure,  or 
have  any  other  Guide  than  my  own  pure  and  free  Inclina- 
tion, 

*  Jior.,  lib.  ii.  Ep,  2.  v,  65.         «  Idem,  i|5id.  Sat.  2.  v.  12, 
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tion,  I  am  therein  good  for  nothing  :  For  I  am  of  a  Hu- 
mour, that.  Life  and  Health  excepted,  there  is  nothing 
for  which  I  will  beat  my  Brains,^  and  that  I  will  purchafe 
at  the  Price  of  Vexation  and  Conftraint ; 

tanti  mihi  nonfit  opaci 


I . 


Omnts  arena  Tagiy  quod^ue  in  Mare  volvUur  jiurum  ^. 

i.  e. 

Rich  Taguj*  Sands  fo  dear  I  would  not  buy. 
Nor  all  the  Gold  that  in  the  Sea  doth  lie. 

Being  extremely  idle,  and  quite  unreftrained,  both  by  Na- 
ture and  Art*  I  would  as  willingly  lend  a  Man  my  Bloody 
as  my  Pains.  |  I  have  a  Soul  free,,  and  intirely  its  own,  and 
accuftomed  to  guide  itfelf  after  its  own  Fafhion  ;  and,  hav- 
ing hitherto  never  had  either  Mafter  or  Governor  fet  over 
me,  I  have  walked  as  far  as  I  would,  and  the  Pace  that 
beft  pleafed  myfelf :  This  is  it  that  has  rendered  me  effemi- 
nate, and  of  no  Ufe  to  any  but  myfelf. 

And,  for  my  Part,  there  was  no  Need  of  forcing  my  hea- 
vy and  lazy  Difpofition ;  for  being  born  to  He  ivas  con- 
fuch  a  Fortune  as  I  had  Reafon  to  be  con-  tented luith  bis 
tented  with,  (a  Reafon,  neverthelefs,  which  ^^"^^^^n. 
a  thoufand  others  of  my  Acquaintance  would  have  rather 
made  Ufe  of  for  a  Plank  upon  which  to  pafs  over  to  a 
higher  Fortune,  to  Tumult  and  Difquiet)  I  fought  for 
no  more,  and  alfo  got  no  more  : 

Non  agimur  iumidis  ventiSy  Aquilone  fecundc^  w 

Non  tamen  adverjis  at  at  em  ductmus  Aujiris : 
Viribus^  ingenio^  ffecieT,  virtuie^  loco^  re^ 
Extremi  frimorum^  extremis^  ufque  frions  *. 

/.  e. 

I  am  not  wafted  by  the  fwelling  Gales 
Of  Winds  propitious,  with  expanded  SaUs  ; 
Nor  yet  exposed  to  Tempeft- bearing  Strife, 
Adrift  to  ftruggle  thro*  the  Waves  of  Life : 
For  Health,  Wit,  Virtue,  Honour,  Wealth,  Vm  placed 
Behind  the  forem(5ft,  but  before  the  laft. 

I  wanted 

^  Juvenal.  Sat  iii.  v.  54*  55.  *  Horat.  lib.  ii.  Epift.  2.  v*  2ci* 
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1  wanted  but  a  Competency  to  content  mc ;  which,  never- 
thelefs,  is  a  Government  of  Soul,  to  take  it  right,  equally 
difficult  in  all  forts  of  Conditions,  and  which,  by  Caftom, 
we  fee  more  eafily  found  in  Want  than  Abundance  :  For- 
afmuch,  pcradvcnture,  as,  According  to  the  Courfc  of  our 
other  Paffions,  the  Defire  of  Riches  is  more  fharpened  by 
the  Ufe  we  make  of  them,  than  by  the  Need  we  have  of 
them  'y  and  the  Virtue  of  Moderation  more  rare  than  that 
of  Patience.     I  never  had  any  Thing  to  defxre,  but  qui^y 
to  enjoy  the  Eftate,  that  God,  by  his  Bounty,  had  put  into 
my  Hands  :  I  have  never  known  any  Work  that  was  trou- 
blcfome,  and  have  had  little  to  manage  befides  my  own  Af- 
fairs ;  or,  if  I  have,  it  has  been  upon  Condition  to  manage 
them  at  my  own  Lcifure,  and  after  my  own^  Method,  they 
having  been  committed  to  my  Truft  by  fuch  as  had  a  Con- 
fidence in  me,  that  did  not  importune  me,  and  that  knew 
me  well :  For  Men  of  Experience  will  get  Service  out  of 
a  refty  and  broken-winded  Horfe. 

I  was  trained  up,  from  a  Child,  after  a  gentle  and  free 
He  was  natw  manner,  and,  even  then,  exempt  from  any  ri- 
rally  delicate  gorous  Subjcftion  :  All  this  has  helped  me  to  a 
ami  tndoUnt.  Complexion  delicate  and  carclefs,  even  to  fuch 
a  Degree,  that  I  love  to  have  my  Loflcs,  and  the  Diforders 
wherein  I  am  concerned,  concealed  from  me  :  In  the  Ac- 
count of  my  Expences,  I  put  down  what  my  Negligence 
cods  me  to  feed  and  maintain  it. 

h^ec  nempe  fuperfunty 


^a  dominutn  fallunt^  qua  profint  furibus  ^. 

i.  e. 
where  no  fuperfluous  Wealth's  unknown 


*  To  its  rich  Lord,  that  Thieves  may  make  their  own. 

I  do  not  care  to  know  what  I  have,  that  I  may  be  lefs  fen- 
fible  of  my  Lofs  :  I  intreat  thofe  that  live  with  me,  where 
AfFcftion  and  good  Deeds  are  wanting,  to  deceive  me,  and 
put  me  off,  with  fomething  that  may  look  tolerably  well . 
For  Want  of  Rcfolution  enough  to  fupport  the  Shock  of 

the 

y  Horat.  lib.  i,  Epift.  6.  v.  45. 

^  Here  ATontaigne  diverts  Horaceh  Words  from  their  true  Senfe,  to  adapt 
them  to  his  own  lliought 
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the  advcrfe  Accidents,  tO'  which  we  are  fubjeft,  and  fe- 
rioufly  applying  myfelf  to  the  Management  of  my  Affairs, 
I  indulge  this  Opinion  as  much  as  I  can,  wholly  leaving 
it  jUI  to  Fortune  ;  to  take  all  Things  at  the  worft^  and  to 
relblve  to  bear  that  worft  with  Mecknef$  and  Patience  : 
That  is  the  only  Thing  I  aim  at,  and  to  which  I  apply 
my  whole  Meditation  :  In  Danger,  I  do  not  fo  much  con- 
fider  how  I  fhall  efcapc  it,  as  of  how  little  Importance  ic 
is  whether  I  efcape  it,  or  no  ;  (hould  I  be  left  dead  upon 
the  Place,  what  Matter  ?  Not  being  to  govern  Events,  \ 
govern  myfelf,  and  apply  myfelf  to  them,  if  they  do  not 
apply  themfelves  to  me.  I  have  no  great  Art  to  turn  off, 
efcape  from*^  or  to  force  Fortune,  and  wifely  to  guide  and 
inchne  Thing*  to  my  own  Biafe  :  I  have  yet  lefe  Piatience 
to  undergo  the  troublefome  and  painful  Care  therein  re- 
quired \  and  the  moft  uneafy  Condition,  for  me,  is  to  be 
kept  in  Sulpence  on  urgent  Occafions,  and  to  be  agitated 
betwixt  Hope  and  Fear. 

Deliberation^  even  in  Things  of  lighteft  Moment,  is 
very  troublefome  to  me  •,  and  I  find  my  Mind  He  ivas  an 
more  put  to  it  to  undergo  the  various  turn-  ^^fny  to  Deli* 
bling  and  tofling  of  Doubt  and  Confultation,  ^'*«''^^- 
than  to  fct  up  its  Reft,  and  to  acquiefce  in  whatever  (hall 
happen  after  the  Die  is  thrown.  Few  Paflions  break  my 
Sleep,  but,  of  Deliberations,  the  leaft  difturbs  me.  As  in 
the  Roads  I  willingly  avoid  thofe  that  are  floping  and 
flippery,  and  put  myfelf  into  the  beaten  Track,  how  dirty 
or  deep  foever,  where  I  can  fall  no.  lower,  and  there  feek 
my  Safety  :  So  I  love  Misfortunes  that  are  purely  fo,  fuch 
as  do  not  torment  and  teafe  me  with  the  Uncertainty  of 
their  growing  better  -,  but,  at  the  lirft  Pufh,  plunge  me 
dirc6lly  into  the  worft  that  can  be  expected. 

Dubia,  plus,  torqtufit  mala  % 

Doubtful  Ills  do  plagucL  us  worft. 

In  Events,  I  carry  myfelf  like  a  Man,  in  the  Conduft  of 
them,  like  a  Child :  The  Fear  of  the  Fall  more  ifaakes 
me  than  the  Fall  irfelf :  It  will  not  quit  Coft.    The  co- 
vetous 

^  SencQ.  Agamemnon*  A^  iu.  Sc  i..  v.  29. 
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▼etous  Man  fares  worfc  with  his  Paflion  than  the  poor 
Man,  and  the  jealous  Man  than  the  Cuckold  ;  and  A  Pcr- 
fon  oft-times  lofes  more  by  defending  his  Vineyard^  than 
if  he  gave  it  up.  The  lowefl:  Walk  is  the  fafcft,  •tis  the 
Seat  of  Conftancy  i  you  have  there  Need  of  no  one  but 
yourfelf,  'tis  there  founded,  and  wholly  Hands  upon  its 
own  Bafis.  Has  not  this  Example  of  a  Gentleman,  very 
well  known,  fome  Air  of  Philolophy  in  it  ?  He  married, 
being  well  advanced  in  Years,  having  fpcnt  his  Youth  in 
Good-fellowfhip,  a  great  Talker,  and  a  free  Joker  :  And 
calling  to  mind  how  much  the  Subje£b  of  CuckoldonFi  had 
g^ven  him  Occafion  to  talk  of,  and  banter  others,  in  order 
to  prevent  them  from  paying  him  in  his  own  Coin,  he 
married  a  Wife  from  a  Place  where  any  Man  may  have 
Flefli  for  his  Money ;  Good-fnorraw  Wbore^  Good-morrow 
Cuckold ;  and  there  was  not  any  Thing  wherewith  he  more 
commonly  and  openly  entertained  thofe  that  came  to  fee 
him,  than  with  this  Defign  of  his,  by  which  he  flopped 
the  private  Muttering  of  Mockers,  and  blunted  the  Edge 
of  this  Reproach. 

As  to  Ambition^  which  is  Neighbour,  or  rather  Daugh- 
Vifgupd  at  ^'^^  ^^  Prefumptiony  Fortune,  to  advance  me, 
Ai^ition»  be*  mufl:  have  come  and  taken  me  by  the  Hand  \ 
eaufe  of  its  for  to  trouble  myfelf  for  an  uncertain  Hope, 
Vncmainty.  ^^^  ^^  Yizvt  fubmittcd  myfclf  to  all  the  Diffi- 
culties  that  accompany  thofe  who  endeavour  to  bring 
themfelves  into  Credit  in  the  Beginning  of  their  Progrcfs, 
is  what  I  never  could  have  done. 

fp^^  /r^/w  non  emo  ^. 

I  will  not  purchafe  Hope  with  Money. 

I  apply  myfelf  to  what  I  fee,   and  to  Ivhat  I  have  in 
my  Hand,  and  fcarce  ftir  out  of  Harbour. 

Alter  remus  aquaSy  alter  tihi  radat  arenas  ^. 

Into  the  Sea  I  plunge  one  Oar, 
And  with  the  other  rake  the  Shoar. 

And, 

>  Terent.  Adelph.  Aa.  ii,  Sc.  2.  v,  1 1.       <  Prop.  Kb.  lii.  EL  3.  v.  23. 
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And,  befides,  a  Man  rarely  arrives  to  thefe  Advance- 
ments, but  in  firjft  hazarding  what  he  has  of  his  own  : 
And  I  am  of  Opinion,  that,  if  a  Man  have  fufficient  to 
mainttin  him  in  the  Condition  wherein  he  was  born  and 
Ijfted^  *tis  a  great  Folly  to  hazard  that  upon  the  Uncer- 
tainty of  augmenting  it.  He  to  whoni  Fortune  has  de- 
nied whereon  to  fet  his  Foot,  and  a  quiet  and  compofeS 
Eftablifhment,  is  to  be  excufed  if  he  does  venture  what 
he  has,  becaufe,  happen  what  will,  Neceflity  puts  him 
upon  fhiftirig  for  himfelf. 

Capienda  rebus  in  malts  praceps  via  eft  ^^ 

i.  e. 
A  delperate  Cafe  muft  have  a  defperate  Courfe. 

And  I  rather  excufe  a  younger  Brother,  to  expofe  what 
his  Friends  have  left  him  to  the  Courtefy  of  Fortune, 
than  him  with  whom  the  Honour  of  his  Family  is  in- 
truded, who  cannot  be  neceflitous,  but  by  his  own  Fault. 
I  found  a  much  fhorter  and  more  eafy  Way,  by  the  Ad- 
vice of  the  good  Friends  I  had  in  my  younger  Days,  to 
free  myfclf  from  any  fuch  Ambition,  and  to  fit  ftill. 

Cuifil  cmditio  dulcisy  finepulvere  palma  *. 

i\  e.        ' 

Too  happy,  in  his  Country  Seat, 

To  gain  the  Palm  with  Duft  and  Sweat, 

Judging  alfo  right  enough  of  my  own  Abilities,  that  they 
were  not  capable  of  any  great  Matters ;  and  calling  to 
mind  the  Saying  of  the  late  Chancellor  O/m^,  vThat 

*  the  French  were  like  Monkies,  that  climb  up  a  Tree, 

*  from  Branch  to  Branch,  and  never  flop  till  they  come 

*  to  the  higheft,  and  there  fliew  their  Breech, 

^urpe  eft  quod  nequeas  capiti  committere  ponduSj 
Et  fre£um  inflexo  mox  dare  terga  g^nu  ^ 

/.  e. 
It  is  a  Shame  to  load  the  Shoulders  fo. 
That  they  the  Burden  cannot  undergo  5 
Vol.  II.  F  f  ,  And, 

^  Senec.  Agamem.  Adt.  ii.  v.  47,         «  Horat.  lib.  i.  Epift.  i.  v.  51. 
^  Propert  lib.  iii.  El.  9.- v.  5,-6, 
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And,  the  Knees  bending  with  the  Weight,  to  quit 
The  ponderous  Load^  and  turn  the  Back  to  it. 

'I  fhould  find  the  beft  Qualities,  I  have>  ufidefs  in  thefc 
Times  ;  My  eafy  Behavour  would  have  been 
S:ilX,n.  called  Weaknef*  and  Nc^Ugencc ;  my  FaMi 
taigat'was  and  Confcicnce,  Scrupulofity  and  Supertb- 
born,  not  at  all  tioA  \  sny  Liberty  ana  Freedom  woula  have 
^ffreeahle  to  bit  \^^^^  reputed  troublefome,  inconfiderate,  and 
outmur.  ^^  IlllMckisgoodforfmetbif^.   It  is  good 

to  be  born  in  a  very  depraved  Age  ;  for  fo,  in  Compari- 
fon  of  others,  you  (hall  be  reputed  Virtuous  good  cheap. 
He  that,  in  our  Days,  is  but  a  Parricidiy  and  zfacriUgums 
Ferfon,  is  an  b$nifi  Man^  and  a  Man  of  Howout^ 

Nimcji  depojitum  non  inficiatur  amicusj 
Si  reddat  veterem  cum  tot  a  arugine  follemy 
Prodigiofa  jidesy  $t  Tufcis  digna  libellis^ 
Slua^e  coronata  lufirari  deheat  agna  K 

Now  if  a  Friend  does  not  deny  his  Truft, 
But  does  th'^old  Purfe  reftore,  with  all  its  Ruft  | 
'TIS  a  prodigbus  Faith,  that  ought,  in  Gold». 
Amongft  the  T^uJicAn  Annals  be  inroU'd  ; 
And  a  crown'd  Lanab  fhould  facrificed  be 
To  fucb  exemplary  Integrity. 

And  never  was  there  a  Time  or  Place  whereiiBr  Princes 
might  exped  more  certain  and  greater  Rewards  for  theic^ 
Virtue  and  Juftice.  The  firft  that  ffaall  make  it  bis  Bufi-' 
nefs  to  get  himfelf  i&to  Favour  and  Efteem  by  thole 
Ways,  I  am  much  deceived,,  if  he  do  not  fairly  get  the 
Start  of  his  Companioi^.  Force  and  Violence  can  do 
fome  Things,  but  not  always  all  r  We  fee  Merchants,, 
Country  Juftices,  and  Artifans,  go  Cheek  by  JouI>  witl^ 
the  beft  Gentry,  in  Valour  and  Military  Knowledge  r  They 
perform  honourable  AfHons,  both  public  and  private;^ 
they  fight  Duels,  and  defend  Towns  m  our  prefent  Wars» 
A  Prince  (lifles  his  Renown  in  this  Croud  :  Let  him  ithine 
hr%ht  in  Humanity^  Truth,  Loyalty,  Temperance,  and 

efpeciaily 

t  Jttv..  Sat  adui.  iu  60|  \iu 
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efpecially  in  Judttte  \   Charafters  rare,  unknown,   and 
exiled ;  'tis  by  the  fole  Good- will  of  the  People  that  he 
can  do  his  Bufinefs,  and  no  other  Qualities  can  attrad: 
their  Good- will  like  thofe^  as  being  ot  greateft  Utilitjik  ta 
them.    ^  Nil  eft  tarn  populare  quam  bonitas :  ^  Nothing  is  fo 
*  popular  as  Goodnefs/    By  this  Proportion  I  had  been 
Great  and  Rare,  as  I  find  myfelf  now  a  Pigmy^  and  Vul^ 
gar  in  Proportion  to  fome  paft  Ages ;  wherein,  if  other 
better  Qj3alities  did  not  concur^  it  was  common  to  fee  a 
Man  moderate  in  his  Revenges,  gentle  in  refenting  Inju- 
ries, true. to  his  Word,  neither  double  nor  fupple^  nor  ac- 
commodating his  Faith  to  the  Will  of  others,  and  the 
Turns  of  Times  :  I  would  rather  fee  alt  Affairs  "go  to 
Wreck  and  Ruin,  than  fklfify  my  Faith  to  fecure  them. 
'  For,  as  to  this  Virtue  of  HypoCriiy  and  Diflimulationt 
which  is  now  in  fo  great  Requeft,  I  mortally   ^./^  f^. 
hate  it;  and  of  aU  Vices  j  find  none  that  fhews   aM^iw^Fic^ 
fo  much  Bafenefs  and  Meannefs  of  Spirit :    ivJlnch  Mon- ' 
*Tis  a  cowardly  and  fervile  Humour  for  a    taigocheldin 
Man  to  hide  and  difguife  himfelf  under  a  Vi-    J'^"^^  "^^ 
zor,  and  not  dare  to  (hew  himfelf  what  he  is.     ^'^^'* 
By  this  our  Followers  are  trained  up  to  Treachery  5  being 
brought  up  to  fpeak  what  is  not  true,  they  make  no  Con- 
fcience  of  a  Lye  :  A  generous  Heart  ought  not  to  give 
the  Lye  to  its  own  Thoughts,  but  will  make  itfelf  feen 
within^  where  aU  is  good,  or,  at  leaft,  humane.     Ariftotle 
reputes  it  *  the  Office  of  Magnanimity,  openly  and  pro- 
fefiedly  to  love  and  hate,  to  judge  and  fpeak  with  all 
Freedom  ;  and  not  to  value  the  Approbation  or  Diflike 
of  others,  at  the  Expence  of  ^ruth.^    jfpollonius  faid'» 
It  was  for  Slaves  to  lye,  and  for  Freemen  to  fpeak 
Truth/     *Tis  the  chief  and  fundamental  Part  of  Vir- 
tue 5  we  muft  love  it  for  its  own  Sake :  He  that  fpeaks 
the  Truth,  becaufe  he  is  otherwife  obliged  fo  to  do,  and 
becaufe  he  ferves  5  and  that  is  not  afraid  to  lye,  when  it 
fignifies  nothing  to  any-body  j  is  not  fufficiently  true.  My 
Soul  naturally  abominates  Lying,  and  hates       .^     ^ 
the  very  Thought  of  it :  I  have  an  inward   ^ned!^ 
Baihfulnefsy  and  ia  fmart  Remorfe,  if  ever  a 

F  f  2  Lye 

^  Cicero  pro  Liga^o,  c  iz. 
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Lye  efcapc  mc,  as  fomctimes  it  does,  being  furprifed 
and  liurricd  by  Occafions  that  allow  me  no  Premeditation. 
A  Man  muft  not  always  tell  all,  for  that  were  Folly  5  but 
what  a  Man  fays  (houid  be  what  he  thinks,  otherwife  'tis 
Knavery  :  I  do  not  know  what  Advantage  Men  pretend 
to  by  eternally  counterfeiting  and  difiembling,  if  hot,  ne- 
ver to  be  believed,  even  when  they  fpeak  the  Truth.  This  - 
may,  once  or  twice,  pafs  upon  Men  \  but  toprofefs  con- 
cealing their  Thoughts,  and  to  boaft,  as  fome  of  our 
Princes  have  done,  *  that  they  would  burn  their  Shirts  if 
'  they  knew  their  true  Intentions ;'  which  was  a  Saying 
of  the  ancient  Metellus  of  Maadon  \  and,  ^  that  he  who 
\  knows  not  how  to  Diflemble,  knows  not  how  to  Rule,' 
This  is  giving  Warning  to  all  wfco  have  any  Thing  to  do 
lyith  them,  that  all  they  fay  is  nothing  but  Lying  and  De- 
ceit. *  Sluo  qnis  verfutior^  et  callidior  efi^  hoc  tirvifiar  tt 
fufpeSiior^  detraSia  opinione  probit^tis  :  '  Thie  more  iubtle 
^  and  cunning  any  one  is,  the  more  is  he  hated  and  fufpeA- 
*  ed,  the  Opinion  of  his  Integrity  being  loft  and  gone.*  It 
were  a  great  Simplicity  to  any  one  to  lay  any  Strcfs  cither 
on  the  Countenance  or  Word  of  a  Man,  that  has  put  on  a 
Refolution  to  be  always  another  Thing  without  than  he  is 
within,  as  Tiberius  did ;  and  I  cannot  conceive,  what  In- 
tereft  fuch  can  hjive  in  the  jConverfation  with  Men,  feeing 
-they  produce  nothing  that  is  admitted  for  Truth  t  Who- 
ever is  difloyal  to  Truth,  is  the  fame  to  Falftiood  alfo. 

Thofe  of  our  Time,  who  have  confidered,  in  the  Efta- 
Ofnuhatim-     blilhment  of  the  Duty  of  a  Prince,  the  Wcl-  , 
portance  it  is  to   fare  of  his  Aflfairs  only,  and  have  preferred* 

^'^^kJ^  ^       ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  Confcience, 

vot  avery.  njigh^;  f^y  fomething  to  a*  Prince,  whofe  Af- 
fairs Fortune  had  put  into  fuch  a  Pofture,  that  he  might 
for  ever  eftabli(h  them  by  only  once  breaking  his  Word  : 
But  it  will  not  go  fo  \  they  often  come  again  to  the  fame 
Market,  they  make  more  than  one  Peace,  and  enter  into 
more  than  one  Treaty  in  their  Lives.  Gain  tempts  them 
to  the  firft  Breach  of  Faith,  and  almoft  always  prelents 
itfelf,  as  to  all  other  ill  Ads :  Sacrileges,  Murders,  Re- 
bellions, Treafons^  are  undertaken  for  fome  kind  of  Ad- 
vantage : 

K  Cic,  de  Offic  lib*  ii.  c  9. 
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vantage  :  Bat  this  firft  Gain  has  infinite  mifchievous  Con- 
fequenccs,  as  throws  this  Prince  out  of  all  Correfpondence 
and  Negociation,  by  this  Example  of  Infidelity.     Solyman^ 
of  the  Ottoman  Race,  a  Race  not  very  follicitous  of  keep- 
ing their  Promifes  or  'Articles,  when,  in  my  Infancy,  he 
made  a  Delcent,  with  his  Army,  at  Otranto^  being  inform- 
ed that  M^r^ «ri»^  de  Gratinare  and  the  Inhabitants  oiCaJiro 
were  detained  Prifoners,  after  having  furrendered  the  Place, 
.contrary  to  the  Articles  of  their  Capitulation  with  his 
Forces,  he  fent  an  Order  to  have  them  fet  at  Liberty, 
faying,  '  That,  having  other  great  Enterprifes  in  Hand  iii 
.'  thofe  Parts,  this  Breach  of  Faith,  though  it  carried  a 
*  Shew  of  prefent  Utility,  would,  for  the  future,  bring  on 
^  him  a  Difrcpute  and  Diffidence  of  infinite  Prejudice.' 

Now,  for  my  Part,  I  had  rather  be  troublefome  and  in- 
dlfcreet,  than  a  Flatterer  and  a  Diflembler  :  I    Montaigne 
confefi,  that  there  may  be  fome  Mixture  of  natural^  opeif 
Pride  and  Obftinacy,  in  keeping  myfelf  fo  re-    ^indfree  ^ith 
folute  apd  open  as  I  do,  without  any  Regard    ^^^^^  ^^"' 
to  others ;  and,  methinks,  I  am  a  little  too  free,  where  I 
ought  leaft  to  be  fo ;  and  that  I  grow  hoty  if  I  meet  not 
with  Rclpe«9: :  It  may  be  alfo^  that  I  fufi^er  myfelf  to  follow 
the  Propenfion  of  my  own  Nature  for  Want  of  Art ;  when 
I  bring  the  fame  Liberty  of  Speech  and  Countenance  to 
great  Perfons,  that  I  ufe  at  my  own  Houfe,  I  am  fenfible 
how  much  it  declines  towards  Incivility  and  Indifcretion  : 
But,  befides  that  I  am  fo  bred,  I  have  not  a  Wit  fupple  e- 
npugh  to  fhift  off  from  a  fuddenQueftion,  and  to  efcape  by 
fome  crafty  Avoidance-,  nor  to  feign  a  Truth,  nor  Memo- 
ry enough  to  retain  it,  fo  feigrted  5  nor,  truly,  Aflurance 
enough  to  maintain  it ;  and,  yet.  Weak  as  I  am,  I  ftand 
on  Terms:  Therefore  it. is  that  I  refign  myfelf  to  purd 
Nature,  always  to  fpeak  as  I  think,  both  by  Complexion 
and  Defign,  leaving  the  Event  to  Fortune.     ^  Arijlippus 
was  wont  to  fey,  '  That  the  principal  Benefit  he  had  ex- 
*  trafted  from  Phik)fophy,.was,  that  he  fpoke  Freely  and 
'  Openly  to  all.' 

Memory  is  a  Faculty  of  wonderful  Ufe,  and  without 
which  the  Judgment  very  hardly  performs  its  Office  ;  for 

F  f  3  wy 
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my  Part,  I  have  none  at  all :  What  any  one  will  pR^olb 

to  me,  he  muft  do  it  by  Parcels^  for,  to  an- 
u/TPto  ^?  fw^'^  *  Speech  conCfting  of  fcveral  Heads,  I 
Judgment,  but  am  not  able.  I  could  not  receire  a  Commif- 
Montaigne*/  fion,  without  entering  it  into  a  Book ;  and 
l^^o'^!^^^^  when  I  have  a  Speech,  of  Coniequeoce,  to 
^  ^^^^'  make,  if  it  be  long,  I  am  reduced  to  the  vile 

^nd  miferable  Neceffity  of  getting,  Word  for  Word,  what 
I  am  to  f^y,  by  Heart  y  I  fiiould,  othcrwife,  have  neither 
Method,  nor  Aflurance,  \>e\ng  in  fear  that  my  Memory 
would  play  me  a  flippery  Trick  ;  But  this  Way  is  no  lela 
difficult  to  me  than  the  other :  I  mull  have  three  Hour^ 
to  learn  three  Verfes :  And,  befides,  in  a  Work4>f  a  Man's 
own,  the  Liberty  and  Authority  of  altering  the  Order,  of 
changing  a  Word,  incefTantly  varying  the  Matter,  madces 
it  harder  to  ftick  in  the  Author's  Memory,     The  more  I 
^liftruft  it,  the  more  confufed  it  is  ;  it  ferves  me  beft  by 
Chance  ;  I  mufl:  negligently  foUicit  it,  for,  if  I  ftfive  for 
it,  'tis  aftonifhed  ;  apd,  after  it  once  begins  to  ftag^er,  the 
more  I  found  it,  the  more  'tis  perple^ted  and  embarrafied  i 
it  ferves  mc  ^t  its  own  Hour,  not  at  mine. 

The  fame  Pefed  I  find  'n\  my  Meinory  I  perceive  alfq 
fie  moos  an  ^^  fcveral  othcf  Parts.'  I  can't  endure  Com- 
Eneffty  to  all  mandf  Obligationji  and  Conftraint  :  That 
Qbligation  and  which  I  caq,  otherwife,  naturally  and  eafily 

Conftraint.  ^^^   jf  j  l^^(^  ]^  ^^pp^  myfelf  by  ^  expiefs 

and  ftrid  InjqndUon,  I  c^noc  do  it :  Even  the  Members 
of  my  Body,  over  which  4  Man  has  a  more  particular 
Freedom  and  Jur|fdi6tion,  fometimes  refufe  tQ  obey  me, 
if  I  injoin  them  a  neceflary  Service  at  a  certain  Hour : 
This  compuliiye  and  tyrannic^  Appointm^mt  baffles  them  if 
f hey  fhripk  up  eitl^er  throMgh  Fear  or  Spite,  and  tfc  be- 
pumbed. 

Qeing  once  in  a  Pla^e,  where  it  is  looked  ypoq  i^  the 
l^reateft  Rudenefs  imaginable  not  to  pledge  thofe  that 
drink  to  yop  *,  tho'  I  ha4  the^e  all  the  Freedom  allowed 
me,  I  tried  to  play  the  Good-fellow,  out  of  RefpeA  to 
the  Ladies  that  were  there,  according  to  the  Cuftoni  of  the 
Country  ;  but  there  was  Sport  enough,  for  this  Threaten- 
flig  and  Preparation,  that  |  was  to  force  upon  myfelf,  con- 
3  trary 
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crary  to  my  Cuflom  and  Inclination,  did  To  fl;(^  my  Throats 
that  I  could  not  fwallow  one  Drop,  and  was  deprived  of 
drinking  fo  mucli  as  at  my  Meal :  I  found  myfelf  gorged^ 
and  my  Thirft  quenched  by  fo  much  Drink  as  I  had  fwal- 
lowed  m  Imagination.  This  EfFed  is  moft  manifeft  in  fuch 
as  have  the  moft  vehement  and  powerful  Imagination  : 
But  it  is  natural  notwithftanding,  and  there  is  no  one  that 
does  not,  in  fome  meafure,  find  it.     An  Ofier  was  made 
to  an  excellent  Archer,  condemned  to  die,  to  fave  his 
I^ife,  if  he  would  fliew  fome  notable  Proof  of  his  Art  % 
but  he  refufed  to  try,  fearing  left  the  two  great  Conten- 
tion of  his  Will  ihould  make  him  fhoot  wide,  and  that,  in- 
ftead  of  faving  his  Life,  he  ihould  alfo  lofe  the  Reputation 
he  had  got  of  being  a  good  Markfman.     A  Man  that 
thinks  of  fomething  elfe,  will  not  fail  to  take,  over  and 
over  again,  the  fame  Number  and  Meafure  of  Steps,  even 
to  an  Inch,  in  the  Place  where  he  walks  :  But,  if  he  makes 
it  his  Bufinefs  to  meafure  and  count  them,  he  will  find, 
that  what  he  did  by  Nature  and  Accident,  he  cannot  fo 
cxaftly  do  by  Defign. 

I  My  Library,  which  is  of  the  beft  Sort  of  Country  Libra** 
ries,  is  fituated  in  a  Corner  of  my  Houfe  -,  if  ho^  defeai'vt 
any  Thing  comes  into  my  Head,  that  I  have   MontaigneV 
a  mind  to  look  for^  or  to  write  out,  left  I   ^^^^'^y  ^/w* 
Ihould  forget  it,  in  but  going  crofs  the  Court,  I  am  forced 
to  commit  it  to  the  Memory  of  fome  other.     If  I  venture, 
in  fpeaking,  to  digrefs  never  fo  little  from  my  Subjeft,  \ 
am  mfallibly  loft;  which  is  the  Reafon,  that,  in  Difcourie, 
I  keep  ffridly  clofe  to  my  Text,     I  am  forced  to  call  the 
Men,  that  ferve  me,  either  by  the  Names  of  their  Offices, 
or  their  Country  ;  for  their  own  Names  are  very  hard  for 
me  to  remember :  I  can  tell,  indeed,  that  a  Name  has  three 
Syllables,  that  it  has  a  harfh  Sound,  and  that  it  begins  or 
ends  with  fuch  a  Letter;  but  that's  all ;  and,  if  I  fhould  live 
long,  I  do  not  think  but  I  (hould  forget  my  own  Name,  as 
fome  others  have  done.    Mejfala  Corvinus  was  two  Years 
without  any  Trace  of  Memory  \  which  is  alfo  faid  of 
Georgius  TrapezutUius.   For  my  own  Intereft,  I  often  think 
what  a  kind  of  Life  theirs  was,  and  whether,  without  this 

F  f  4  Faculty, 
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Faculty,  I  (hould  have  enough  left  to  fupport  me  with  any 
manner  of  Eafe ;  and  prying  narrowly  into  it,  I  fear,  that 
this  Privation,  if  abfolute,  dcftroys  all  the  other  Funftions^. 
of  the  Soul. 

Plenus  rimarum  fum^  hac  at  que  iliac  perfluo  ", 

/.  e. 
I'm  as  a  leaky  Veflel,  that  runs  out  every  Way. 

It  has  befallen  me,  more  than  once,  to  forget  the  Word 
I  had,  three  Hours  before,  given  or  received,  and  the 
Place  where  I  had  hid  my  Purfe,  whatever  Cicero  is  plea- 
fed  to  fay  to  the  contrary.  I  am  mighty  apt  to  lofe  wha^ 
I  have  a  particular  Carp  to  lock  fare  up,  Memoria  certe 
non  moio  Philcjbphiamj  fed  omnis  vita  ufum^  omnefque  artes^ 
una  maxime  continet  ".  ^  The  Memory  is  the  Receptacle 
^  and  Sheath  of  all  Science  ;*  and  therefore  mine  being  fo' 
treacherous,  if  I  know  little,  I  cannot  much  coippl^in  : 
I  know,  in  general,  the  Names  of  the  Arts,  and  or  what 
they  treat,  but  nothing  more :  I  turn  over  Books,  I  dq 
npt  ftudy  them  •,  what  I  retain  of  them  I  do  not  know  to 
be  another's  :  'Tis  this  only  of  which  my  Judgment  has 
made  its  Advantage,  the  Difcourfes  and  Imaginations 
with  which  it  has  been  poflefled.     The  Author,  Place, 

Words,  and  other  Circumftances,  I  imme- 
Mmon,  ^'  ^  diately  forget,  and  am  fo  excellent  at  forget- 
ting, that  I  no  lefs  forget  my  own  Writings 
and  Compofitions  than  the  reft.  At  every  Turn  I  quote 
myfelf,  and  am  npt  aware  of  it ;  and  whoever  Ihoyld  afk 
me,  where  I  had  the  Verfes  and  Examples  that  T  have 
here  huddled  together,  would  puzzle  me  to  tell  him,  and 
yet  I  have  not  begged  them  but  from  famous  and  well- 
known  Authors,  not  fatisfying  myfelf,  that  they  were 
Rich,  if  I,  moreover,  had  them  not  from  Hands  both 
Rich  and  Honourable,  where  Authority  and  Reafon  con- 
curred together  :  It  is  no  great  Wonder,  if  my  Book 
meets  with  the  fame  Fortune  that  other  Books  do,  and  if 
my  Memory  lofe  what  I  have  writ,  as  well  as  what  I  have 
read,  and  what  I  give,  as  well  as  what  I  receive, 

Befide^ 

?»  Tcrcnt,  Eunuch.^  A^.  i.  Sc.  2.  v.  25.         «  pc.  de  Sencaute,  c.  7, 
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Befides  the  Defeft  of  Memory,  I  have  others  which 
very  much  contribute  to  my  Ignorance-,  I    fbgcbarac^ 
l>ave  a  flow  and  heavy  Wit,  the  leaft  Cloud    ter  efMonr 
flops  its  Progrefs,  fo  that,  for  Example,  I    taigne'/G?- 
never  propofed  a  Riddle  to  it,  though  ever   "^'"^ 
fo  eafy,  that  it  could  find  out :  There  is  not  the  leaft  idle 
Subtlety,  that  will  not  gravel  m^  :   In  Games,  where 
Cunning  is  required,  as  Cards,  Chefs,  Draughts,  and  the 
like,  I  underftand  only  the  common  Tricks  and  Move- 
ments :  I  have  a  flow  and  perplexed  Apprehenfion,  but 
what  it  once  catches,  it  embraces,  and  holds  thoroughly^ 
well,  for  the  Time  it  retains  it. .    My  Sight    j^.^  ^.  ^ 
is  perfeft,  clear,  and  difpovers  at  a  very  great      "  '^ 
Diftance,  but  is  foon  weary  -,  which  makes  me  that  I  can-^ 
not  read  long,  but.  am  forced  to  have  one  to  read  to  me. 
The  younger  "  Pliny  can  inform  fuch  as  have  not  tried  it, 
what  a  ponfiderable  Impediment  this  is  to  thofe  who  ad- 
dift  themfelves  to  Books  :  There  is  not  fo  wretched  a 
Brute,  who  has  not  fome  particular  fhining  Faculty  ;  no 
Soul  fo  buried  in  Sloth  and  Ignorance,  but  it  will  fally  at; 
one  Time,  or  another  :  And  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  a 
Man,  blind  and  afleep  to  every  Thing  elfe,  ftiall  be  found 
fprightly,  clear,  ^nd  excellent  in  fome  one  particular  Pur- 
pofe,  we  are  to  inquire  of  our  Mafters. 

But  the  choice  Spirits  are  they  that  are  univerfal,  open, 
4nd  ready  for  all  Things ;  if  not  inftrud^ed,  ffu  ignorance^ 
at  leaft  capable  of  being  fo :  Thi^  I  fay  to  inthemojicm- 
accufe  my  own  •,  for,  whether  it  be  through  ^^"  ^^^«^j- 
Infirmity  or  Negligence  (and  to  negledt  that  which  lies 
at  our  Feetj  which  we  have  in  our  Hands,  and  what  mofl; 
nearly  concerns  the  Ufe  of  Life,  is  far  from  my  Doftrine) 
there  is  npt  a  Spu|  in  the  Wprjd  fo  aykward  apd  ignorant 

®  Mon^aiffu  fecms  here  to  have  had  in  View  the  fifth  Epiftle  o^  Pliny ^ 
lib.  3,  wherein  giving  an  Accomit  to  a  Friend  of  his,  how  old  Pliny^  his 
Uncle,  {pent  his  Time  in  Study ;  he  bbfeyves,  that,  one  Day,  as  his  Uuclq 
\vas  reading  a  Book  to  his  Friend,  and  the  latter  (lopping  him,  to  defire 
him  to  repeat  certain  Words,  which  he  had  mifpronounced,  his  Uncle  (aid 
to  him,  *  What !  did  not  you  uiiderftand  the  Meaning  ? '  *  Undoubtedly," 
/aid  his  Friend.  *  And  wny  then,  /aid  he^  did  you  llop  the  Reader  ?  We 
'  have  Jpft  above  ten  Lines  by  yoiir  Interruption.'  So  great  a  Huiband  wa| 
be  of  his  TJme,  3 
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as  mine,  of  fcvcral  vulgar  Things,  and  Things  of  which 
'tis  even  a  Shame  to  be  ignorant. 

I  mull  give  fome  Examples  of  this  :  I  was  bom  and 
bred  in  the  Country,  and  amongft  Hufbandmen  ;  I  have 
had  Bufmefs  and  Hufbandry  in  my  own  Hands,  ever  fincc 
my  Predeceflbrs,  who  were  Lords  of  the  Eftate  I  now  en- 
joy, left  me  to  fucceed  them  ;  and  yet  I  can't  caft  up  a 
Sum,  either  by  Pen  or  Counters  :  1  do.  not  know  moft  of 
our  Coins,  nor  the  Difference  betwixt  one  Grain  and  an- 
other, either  growing,  or  in  the  Barn,  if  it  be  not  too  a{>- 
parent ;  and  fcarcely  can  diftinguifh  the  Cabbage  and  Let-* 
tice  in  my  Garden  :  I  do  not  fo  much  as  undcrflaad  the 
Karnes  of  the  chief  Inftruments  of  Hufbandry,  nor  the 
moft  ordinary  Elements  of  Agriculture,  which  the  very 
Children  know  •,  much  Icfs  the  Mechanic  Arts,  Traffic, 
Merchandife,  the  Variety  and  Nature  of  Fruits,  Wines, 
and  Meats ;  nor  how  to  make  a  Hawk  fly,  nor  to  phyfic 
a  Horfe,  or  a  Dog.     And,  fince  I  muft  publifh  my  whole 
Shame,  ^tis  not  above  a  Month  ago,  that  I  was.trapped 
in  my  Ignorance  of  the  Ufe  of  Leaven  to  make  Bread,  or 
to  what  End  it  was  to  keep  Wine  in  the  Vat.  They  comec- 
tured,  of  Old,  at  Athens  %  that  a  Man,  who  they  faw  dex- 
teroufly  made  a  Faggot  of  Brufh-wood,  had  a  Genius  for 
the  Mathematics.     In  Earneft,  they  would  draw  a  quite 
contrary  Conclufion  from  me  j  for,  give  me  all  the  Ne- 
ceffaries  of  a  Kitchin,  I  fhould  ftarve.     By  thefe  Features 
of  my  Confeflion,  Men  may  imagine  others  to  my  Pre- 
judice :  But  whatever  I  deliver  myfelf  tp  be,  provided  it 
be  fuch  as  I  reallv  am,  I  have  my  End ;  neither  will  I 
make  any  Excufe  for  committing  fuch  mean  and  frivolous 
Things  as  thefe  to  Paper :  The  Meanncfs  of  the  Subjeft 
jcompcls  me  to  it.    They  may,  if  they  pleafe,  accufe  my 
J^rojcft,  but  not  my  Progrcfs..    So  it  is,  that,  without 

any-body*s 

^  UMcntahnt  quoted  this  from  his  Memory,  as  is  highly  probable,  he 
«vas  miflal^en  m  fixing  the  Fa^  at  Athens ;  for,  according  to  Dhgnuj  Laer^m 
fius^  lib.  ix.  feft.  53,  it  was  Protagoras^  o^  Ahdera^  who  oeing  obfenred  by 
pemocrttus  to  be  very  ingenious  at  making  Faggots,  he  thought  himcapa^. 
ble  of  attaining  to  the  fubljmeft  Sciences,  ard  took  Care  therein  to  hif!ru£t 
Jiim.  From  hence  'tis  very  likely,  that  this  was  not  at  Athens^  but  at  Ah-^ 
fiera,  which  was  the  Coundy  botn  p£  Protapor^  and  D§mecrituf\  and  Au!^ 
CMuf  jexprcfsly  fays  fo,  libt  v,  c.  3. 
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any-body's  telling  me,  I  plainly  fee  of  how  Httle  Weight 
and  Value  all  this  is,  and  the  Folly  of  my  Defign.  'Tis 
enough  ihat  my  Judgment  does  not  contradid  iifelf,  in 
fhefe  my  Eflays. 

Nafutus/ss  uf^ue  licst^  fis  denique  nafus^ 

^aftlum  mluerit  ferre  roga{us  Atlas  ; 
Et  poffxi  ipfum  tu  dcridere  Lattnum, 

Non  pot  ft  in  nugas  dicere  flura  meas, 
Ipfe  ego  quam  dixi :  ^itd  dcntem  dense  juvabit 

Redere  f  Came  opus  eft,  Ji  fatur  ejfe  velh  ; 
T\fe  perdas  cperam,  qui  fe  miranlur^  in  illos 

Virus  hale,  nes  b^c  novimus  eJfe  nihil '. 
;'.  e. 

Be  nos'd,  be  all  Nofe,  rill  thy  Nofc  appear 
So  great,  that  Atlas  it  refufc  to  bear  ; 
Though  ev'n  againft  Lalimis  thou  inveigh, 
Againil  my  Trifles  thou  no  more  canft  fay 
Than  I  have  faid  myfelf :  Then  to  what  End  •* 

Should  we  to  render  Tooth  for  Tooth  contend  ?  C 

You  murt  have  Fleih,  if  you'll  be  full,  my  Friend,     J 
Lofe  not  thy  Labour  j  but  on  thofe  that  do  ^ 

Admire  themfelves  thy  utmoft  Venom  throw  ;  L 

That  thefe  Things  nothing  are,  full  well  we  know.    J 

I  am  not  obliged  to  utter  no  Abfurdities,  provided  I  am 
not  deceived  in  them,  and  know  them  to  be  fuch  ;  and  to 
trip  knowingly  is  fo  ordinary  with  me,  that  I  feldom  do 
it  otherwife,  and  rarely  trip  by  Chance :  *Tis  no  great 
Matter  to  add  ridiculous  Adions  to  the  Te-  „.  „. ,,  . 
merity  or  my  Humour,  Iince  1  cannot  ordi- 
fiarily  help  fupplying  it  with  thole  that  are  vicious, 

I  was  one  Day  at  Barieducy  when  King  Francis  the  Se- 
cond, for  a  Memorial  of  Rene,  King  of  ^ia-    j},^  pinurt 
fyf  was  prefcnted  with  a  Picture  he  had  drawn    5/  RLnc,  King 
of  himlelf.     Why  is  it  not,  in  like  manner,    «/  ^^'cily, 
lawful  for  every  one  to  draw  himfclf  with  a    ^■^y"'h^'<^ 
Pen,  as  he  did  with  a  Crayon  ?  jl  will  not  ^'^' 
therefore  omit  this  Blemifh,  though  very  unfit  to  be  pubr 
iffhcd,  which  is  Irrefglution  {  a  DefeA  very  detrimental  ii) 

•<  Mart.  lib.  aiii.  Epig,  :. 
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the  Ncgociations  of  the  Affairs  of  the  World  :  In  doubt- 
ful Enterprifcs,  I  know  not  what  to  rcfolve  on. 

iV5f  y?,  ne  no^  nel  cor  mi  fuona  intera. 

i.  e. 
I  can't,  from  my  Heart,  pronounce  Yes,  or  No. 

I  can  maintain  an  Opinion,  but  I  cannot  chufe  one,^  by 
reafon,  that,  in  human  Things,  to  what  Party  foever  a 
Man  inclines,  many  Appearances  prefent  themfelves,  chat 
confirm  us  in  it  -,  and  the  Philofopher  '  Chryfippus  faid, 

*  That  he  would  only  learn  the  Dodrines  of  Ztno  ^nd 

*  Cleantbesj  his  Mailers  ;  for  as  to  Proofs  and  Reafons, 

*  he  fliould  find  enough  of  his  own  :*  Which  Way  foever 
I  turn,  I  ftill  furnilh  myfclf  with  Caufe,^  and  Probability, 
enough  to  fix  me  there  j  which  makes  me  detain  Doubt, 
and  the  Liberty  of  chufing,  till  Occafion  preflfes  me ;  and 
then,  to  confefs  the  Truth,  I,  for  the  moft  part,  throw 
she  Feather  into  the  ff^nd,  as  the  Saying  is,  and  commit 
^yfelf  to  the  Mercy  of  Fortune  ;  a  very  light  Inclination 
and  Circumftance  carries  me  along  with  it. 

'    Dum  in  dubio  eft  animus^  paulo  momejito  hue  atque  illuc 
,  impellitur*^ 

i.  e. 

While  he  fs  divided  in  his  Mind,  a  little  Matter,  will 
turn  him  one  Way,  or  t'other. 

The  Uncertainty  of  my  Judgment  is  fo  equally  balanced 
in  moft  Occurrences,  that  I  could  willingly  refer  it  to  be 
decided  by  Lot,  or  the  Turn  of  a  Die  :  And  I  obferve* 
with  great  Confideration  of  our  human  Infirmity,  the 
Examples  that  the  Divine  Hiftory  itfelf  has  left  us  of  this 
Cuftom  of  referring  the  Determination  of  Eleftions,  in 
doubtful  Things,  to  Fortune  and  Chance.  Sors  ^ecidit  fu* 
per  Matthiam :  '  The  '  Lot  fell  upon  Matthias.*  Human 
Reafon  is  a  two-edged  and  a  dangerous  Sword :  Obferve, 
in  the  Hand  of  Socrates^  its  moft  intimate  and  familiar 
Friend,  how  many  feveral  Points  it  has.     I  am  alfo  good 

for 

«"  Diog,  Lacrt.  in  the  Life  oF  Chrj^fifus,  lib,  vii,  feft.  179*  ■ 

^  Terent.  Andr.  A61.  i.  Sc.'6.  v.  32. 
^  A^h  chap,  "u  ver.  z6. 
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for  nothing  but  to  follow,  and  fuffer  myfclf  to  be  eafily 
carried  away  with  the  Croud  :  I  have  not  Confidence, 
enough  in  my  own  Strength  to  take  upon  me  to  com- 
mand and  lead  :  I  am  very  glad  to  find  the  Way  beaten 
before  me  by  others  :  If  I  muft  run  the  Hazard  of  an  un- 
certain Choice,  I  am  rather  willing  to  have  it  under  fucH 
a  one  as  is  more  confident  in  his  Opinions  than  I  am  ia 
iTiine,  whofe  Ground  and  Foundation  I  find  to  be  very 
flippery. 

And  yet  I  do  not  eafily  change,  by  rcafon  that  I  difcern 
the  fame  Weaknefs  in  contrary  Opinions.    Notginimtd 
Iff  a  confix tudo  affentiendi  periculofa  e£i  videtur^   eiange,  nvitB 
ei  lubrica  ".    *  The  very  Cuftom  of  affenting   r^^^t^  State 
*  feems  to  be  dangerous  and  flippery.*  Efpe-   4^"''- 
cially  in  political  Afiairs,  there  is  a  large  Field  open  for 
Wavering  and  Difpute. 

Jujla  pari  premitur  vehti  cum  fonder e  libra^ 
Prona  nee  hac  plus  fartefeaety  nee  [ur git  ah  ilia  ^, 

i.  e. 

Like  a  juft  Balance  prefs*d  with  equal  Weight, 
'  Nor  dips,  nor  riles,  but  the  Beam  is  ftraight. 

MacbiavePs  Writings,  for  Example,  were  folid  enough 
for  the  Subjcifti  yet  were  they  cafy  enough  to  be  contro- 
verted ;  arid  they  who  have  taken  up  the  Cudgels  agairtfl: 
him,  have 'left  it  as  eafy  to  controvert  theirs.  There  were 
never  wa;iting,  in  that  kind  of  Argument,  Replies  upon. 
Replies,  Rejcynders  fur  Rejoynders^  and  that  innnite  Con- 
texture of  Debates,  which  our  wrangling  Pettifoggers 
have  fpun  out  in  Favour  of  Law-fuits. 

Cadimury  et  totidem  flagis  confumimus  bofiem  *. 

I,  e. 

By  Turns  the  Foe  beats  us,  and  we  the  Foe, 
Dealing  to  each,  alternate.  Blow  for  Blow. 

Rcafons  having  little  other  Foundation  therein  than  Ex- 
perience, and  the  Variety  of  human  Events  prcfenting 

us 

*»  Cic.  Acad.  lib.  iv.  c.  21.  ,     "' 

*  Tiballus,  lib.  iv.  Panegyr.  ad  Meflklam,  v.  41,  42, 

*  Hon  lib.  ii.  Epiit  2.  y.  97. 
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us  with  infinite  Exampks  of  all  forts  of  Forms.  An  un- 
dcrftanding  Pcrfon,  of  our  Timcs^  lays,  *  That  wboeveif 
would,  in  Contradiction  to  our  Almanacks,  write  Cold^ 
where  they  fay  Hot,  and  Wet  where  they  fay  Dry,  and 
always  put  the  Contrary  to  what  they  foretel  j  if  he 
were  to  lay  a  Wager' on  the  Events,  he  would  not  care 
which  Side  he  took,  excepting  Things  wherein  no  Un- 
certainty could  fall  out ;  as  to  promife  excefiivc  Hcaui 
at  Cbriftmasy  or  Extremity  of  Cold  at  Mdfummer^  which 
cannot  poITibly  be/    I  have  the  fame  Opinion  of  thefe 

Eolitical  Controverlies  ;  be  on  which  Side  you  wUl,  you 
ave  as  fair  a  Game  to  play  as  your  Adverfary,  provided 
you  do  not  proceed  fo  far  as  to  joftle  Principles  that  are 
too  manifeft  to  be  difputed :  And  yet,  in  my  Conceit,  in 
public  Affairs,  there  is  no  Management  fo  ill,  provided 
it  be  ancient,  and  has  been  conftant,  that  is  not  better 
than  Change  and  Motion.  Our  Manners  are  extremely 
corrupted,  and  wonderfully  incline  to  the  worle :  Of  our 
Laws  and  Cuftoms,  there  are  many  that  are  barbarous 
and  monflrous  :  Neverthelefs,  by  reafon  of  the  Difficulty 
of  Reformation,  and  the  Danger  of  ftirring  Things,  if  I 
could  put  a  Peg  to  the  Wheel,  and  keep  it  where  it  is^  I 
would  do  it  with  all  my  Heart. 


Nunquam  adeofadis  adeoque  pudendis 


Ulimur  exmpliSj  ut  nonpqorafuperfint^. 

As  bad  as  are  the  Inftances  we  give,  'tis  plain, 
Others  might  be  produced  of  fouler  Stain. 

The  worft  Thing  I  find  in  our  State,  is  the  Inftability  of 
it  V  and  that  our  Laws,  no  more  than  our  Cloaths,  can* 
not  fettle  in  any  certain  Form.  It  is  very  eafy  to  accufi 
a  Government  of  Jmperfedbion,  for  all  mortal  Things  are 
full  of  it :  It  is  very  eafy  to  beget  in  a  People  a  Contempt 
of  ancient  Obfervances  •,  never  any  Man  undertook  it,  but 
he  did  it ;  but  to  eftabliib  a  better  Regimen  in  the  Stead 
of  that  which  a  Man  has  overthrown,  many  who  have  at- 
tempted it;,  have  been  baffled.  I  very  little  confult  my 
Prudence  in  my  Conduft ;  I  am  willing  to  be  guided  by 

the 
r  Jav.  Sat.  viK.  v.  183^ 
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the  public  Rule  :  Happy  People,  who  do  what  they  arc 
commanded  better  than  they  who  command^  without  tor* 
menting  themfelves  with  the  Caufes ;  who  fufier  themfelvei 
gently  to  roll  with  the  celeftial  Revolution  ;  Obedience  is 
never  pure  nor  calm  in  him  who  argues  and  diiputes. 

In  fine,  to  return  to  myfelf,  the  only  Thing  by  which 
I  efteem  myfelf  to  be  fomething,  is,  that   up^  ^^^ 
wherein  never  any  Man  thought  himfelf  to   MontaigneV 
be  dcfcdive ;  my  Recommendation,  is  vulgar   ^fi^  9f  ^'»- 
and  common,  for  who  ever  fuppofed  he  want-  -^^  i^foimM. 
ed  Senfe  ?  It  would  be  a  Propofition  that  would  imply  a 
Cbntradtdion  in  itfelf ;  ^s  a  Difeafe  that  never  is  where  ic 
is  difcerned  \  'ds  tenacious  and  ftrong,  but  a  Difeafe  which 
the  firft  Ray  of  the  Patient's  Sight  does^  neverthelefi^ 
pierce  through,  and  difperfe,  as  the  Beams  of  the  Sun  dp 
thick  Mifts.    To  accufe  one's  Self  would  be  to  excufe,  in 
this  Cafe ;  and  ta  condemn,  to  abfolve*.   There  never  was 
a  Porter,  or  the  (illiefi:  Wench,  that  did  not  think  they  had 
Senfe  enough  to  do  their  Bufinefs.     We  eafily  enough 
confefs  an  Advantage  pf  Courage,  Strength^  Experience^ 
Good-nature,  and  Beauty  in  others  $  but  an  Advantage  ia 
Judgment  we  yield  to  none,  and  the  Reafons  that  limply 
proceed  from  the  natural  Senfe  of  others,  we  think,^  if  wc 
had  but  turned  our  Thoughts  that  Way,  we  ihould  our* 
felves  have  found  them  out.     As  for  Knowledge,  Stile» 
and  fuch  Parts  as  we  fee.  in  others  Wotks^  we  are  fooa 
fenfible  if  they  excel  our  own  \  but,  for  the  mere  Produdts 
of  the  Underftanding,  every  one  thinks  he  could  have 
found  out  the  like,  and  is  hardly  fenfible  of  the  Weight 
and  Difficulty,  if  not  (and  then  with  much  ado)  in  an 
extreme  and  incomparable  Diftance :  And  whoever  (hould 
be  able  clearly  to  difcern  the  Height  of  another's  Judg- 
ment, would  be  alfo  able  to  raife  his  own  to  the  fame 
Pitch  :  So  that  it  is  a  fort  of  Excrcifc,  from    ^^^^^^  ^ 
which  a  Man  is  to  expcd  very  little  Praife^   ^erfin  is  to 
and  a  kind  of  Compofition  of  fmall  Repute :    'va^'^  himfelf 
And^t  befides,  for  whom  do  you  write  ?  The  >*  ^'  ^"^^^ 
Learned^  to  whom  the  Authority  appertains    "^^ 
of  jud^ng  Books,  know  nothing  valuable  but  Learning, 
and  allow  of  no  ochec.  Progrefs  in  our  Minds  but  that  of 

Erudition 
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Erudition  and  Art.  If  you  have  miftaken  one  of  the  Set- 
fio*s  for  another,  what  is  all  the  reft  you  have  to  fay 
•worth  ?  Whoever  is  ignorant  of  Ariftotk^  according  to 
their  Rule,  is,  in  the  fame  meafurc,  ignorant  of  himlelf : 
Heavy  and  vulgar  Souls  cannot  difcern  the  Grace  of  re- 
fined Reafoning  :  Now,  thefe  two  Sorts  of  Men  take  up 
the  World  :  The  third  Sort,  into  whofe  Hands  you  fallj 
of  Souls  that  arc  regular  and  ftrong  of  themfelves,  is  fd 
rare,  that  it  juftly  has  neither  Name  nor  Place  amongft 
us  5  and  *tis  fo  much  Time  loft  to  afpire  to  it,  or  to  en- 
deavour to  pleafe  it. 
'Tis  commonly  faid,  that  the  jufteft  Dividend  Naturd 

What  Grounds  ^^  ?^^^^  "^  ^^  ^^^  Favours,  is  that  of  Senfe, 
Montaigne  for  there  is  no  one  that  is  not  contented  with 
badfir  thhtk-  his  Share  :  Is  it  not  this  Reafon  ?  Whoever 
%  his  Opi"  (hould  difcern  beyond  that,  would  fee  beyond 
*'**'  ^^^  ''  his  Sight.  I  think  my  Opinions  arc  Good 
and  Sound ;  but  who  does  not  think  the  fame  of  his  ?  One 
of  the  beft  Proofe  I  have  that  mine  are  fo,  is  the  fmall 
Efteem  I  have  of  myfelf ;  for,  had  they  not  been  very 
well  fettled,  they  would  eafily  have  fuffered  themfelves  to 
have  been  deceived  by  the  peculiar  AfFeftion  I  bear  to 
myfelf,  as  one  that  reduces  it  almoft  wholly  to  myfelf, 
and  does  not  let  fcarce  any  run  by.  All  that  others  dif- 
tribute  of  it  amdngft  an  infinite  Number  of  Friends  and 
Acquaintance,  to  their  Glory  and  Grandeur,  I  dedicate 
wholly  to  the  Repofe  of  my  own  Mind,  and  to  myfelf. 
That  which  efcapcs  of  it  from  me,  is  not  properly  by  the 
Rule  of  my  Reafon. 

Mbi  nempe  vaUre^  et  vivere  doiius  *. 

To  love  myfelf  I  very  well  can  tell. 
So  as  to  live  content,  and  to  be  well. 

Now  I  find  my  Opinions  very  bold  and  conftant,  in  con- 
demning riiy  own  Imperfeftion  ;  and,  to  fay  the'  Truth, 
*tis  a  Subjedl  upon  which  I  exercife  my  Judgment,  as 
much  as  upon  any  other.  The  World  looks  always  op- 
pofitej  I  turn  my  Sight  inwards,  there  fix  and  imploy 
...  it  : 

f  Jwucrct.  lib.  V.  V.  959. 
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it:  Every  one  looks  before  bim,  I  look  into  myfelf;  I 
have  no  other  Bufinefs  but  myfelf ;  I  am  eternally  medi« 
eating  upon  myfelf,  controul  and  tafte  myfelf  i  Other 
Men's  Thoughts  are  ever  wandering  abroad  ;  if  they  fet 
themielves  to  ferious  Thinking,  they  are  always  looking 
before  them. 

Hemo  in  pfi  ieniat  d^cendere  *• 

No  Man  attempts  to  dive  into  himfeif. 

For  my  Part,  I  wheel  myfelf  in  my  own  Sphere :  And 
this  Capacity  pf  trying  the  Truth,  wKatever  it  be,  in  me, 
and  this  free  Humour  of  not  eafily  fubjefting  my  Belief, 
1  owe  principally  to  myfelf ;  for  the  ftrongeft  and  moft 
general  Imaginations  I  have,  are  thofe,  that,  as  a  Man 
may  fay,  were  born  with  me  ;  they  are  natural,  and  in- 
drely  my  own  :  I  produced  them  crude  and  fimple,  in  a 
ilrong  and  bold  manner,  but  a  little  confufed  and  imper- 
fe^  ;  I  have  fince  eftabliflied  and  fortified  them  with  the 
Authority  of  others,  and  by  the  found  Examples  of  the  An- 
cients, whom  I  have  found  of  the  fame  Judgment :  They 
have  given  me  fafter  Holdi  and  a  clearer  Enjoyment  and 
Pofleflion  of  it  i  the  Reputation  that  every  one  courts  of 
Vivacity  and  Readinefs  of  Wit,  I  aim  at  from  Regulari- 
ty ;  the  Glory  they  pretend  to  from  a  brave  and  fignal 
Adlion,  or  fome  particular  Ability,  I  claim  from  Order, 
Correfpondence,  and  Tranquillity  of  Opinions  apd  Man- 
ners. "  Omninoji  quidquam  eft  decorum^  nihil  eft  profeSlo 
inagis  quam  aquaiiUtas  uni'Oerfa  Vita^  turn  Jingularum  aSfio- 
num ;  quam  confcrvare  non  pqffis^  fi  aliorum  Haturam  imiianSj 
tmiitas  tuam :  *  If  any  Thing  be  intirely  decent,  nothing 

*  certainly  can  be  more,  than  a  Uniformity  of  the  whole 

*  Life,  and  in  every  particular  Adion  of  it ;  which  thou 

*  canftnotpofliblypreferve,  if,  in  imitating  other  Men*s, 

*  thou  negledkeft  to  cultivate  thy  own  Genius'  Here  then 
you  fee  to  what  Degree  I  find  myfelf  guilty  of  this,  which 
I  faid  was  the  firft  Part  of  the  vice  of  Prefumption. 

Vol.  II.  G  g  ..A* 
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As  to  the  fecond^  which  confifts  in  not  having  a  fufii« 
cient  Efteem  for  others;  I  know  not  whe« 
ther  I  can  lb  well  excufe  myfelf ;  but,  what-* 
ever  comes  on%  I  am  refolved  to  fpeak  the 
Truth :  And  whether,  peradventurc,  it  be, 
that  the  continual  Acquaintance  I  have  had 
with  the  Humours  of  the  Ancients,  and  the  Idea  of  thofe 
great  Souls  of  paft  Agies,  difgufted  me,  both  with  others 
and  myfelf ;  or  that,  in  Truth,  the  Agp  we  live  in  pro- 
duces but  very  indifiercnt  Things  1  yet  fo  it  is,  that;  I  fee 
nothing  worthy  of  any  great  Admiration ;  neither,  in- 
deed, have  I  fuch  an  Intimacy  with  many  Men,  as  is  re- 
quifite  to  form  a  Judgment  of  them ;  and  thofe  with 
whom  my  Condition  makes  me  the  moft  frequent,  are, 
for  the  moft  part.  Men  that  take  little  Care  of  the  Cul^ 
ture  of  the  Mind,  but  look  upon  Honour  as  the  Sum  of 
all  BlefTings,  and  Valour  as  the  Height  of  all  Perfe&ion. 
What  I  fee  that  is  handfome  in  others,  I  very  readily 
commend  and  efteem ;  nay,  I  often  iay  more 
in  their  Commendation,  than,  I  think,  they 
really  deferve,  and  ^ve  myfelf  fo  far  leave 
to  lye  ;  for  I  cannot  invent  a  falfc  Subjeftr 
My  Teftimony  is  never  wanting  to  my 
Friends,  in  what  I  conceive  deferves  Praife  5  and  where 
a  Foot  is  due  to  them,  in  Point  of  Merit,  I  am  will- 
ing to  give  them  a,  Foot  and  a  half;  but  to  attribute 
to  them  Qualities  that  they  have  not,  I  cannot  dor  it,  nor 
openly  defend  their  Imperfeflions  :  Nay,  I  frankly  give 
my  very  Enemies  their  due  Teftimony  of  Honour :  My 
AfFeftion  alters^  my  Judgment  does  not ;  I  never  con- 
found my  Controvcrfy  with  other  Circumftances  that  are 
foreign  to  it ;  and  am  fo- jealous  of  the  Liberty  .of  my 
Judgment,  that  I  can  very  hardly  part  with  it  for  any 
Paflion  whatever :  I  do  myfelf  a  greater  Injury  in  Lying, 
than- 1  do  him  of  whom  I  tell  a  Lye.  This  coihmenda- 
Enmies  ht^  We  and  generous  Cuftom  is  obferv«l  of  the 
MouredBytbi  ;  Ttrfm  Nation,  *  That  they  fpoke  rf  their 
^rfians/tfr  «  mortal  Enemies,  and  with  whom  diey  were 
tbiir  Ftrtui.     c  ^  deadly  War^^  as  honourably  and  juftly 

•  •..:  ,     *  a* 
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*  las  their  Virtues  did  dcfervc/  I  know  Men  enough  that 
have  fcvcral  fine  Parts ;  one  Wit,  another  Courage,  ano- 
ther Addreis,  another  Confcience,  another  Language^ 
one  one  Science,  another  another ;  but  a  Man  generally 
great,  and  that  has  all  thefe  brave  Parts  together,  or  any 
one  of  them,  to  fuch  a  Degree  of  Excellence,  that  we 
ihould  admire  him,  or  compare  him  with  thofe  we  ho- 
nour of  Times  paftj  my  Fortune  never  brought  me  ac* 
quainted  with  one;  the  grcateft  I  ever  knew,  I  mean,  for 
the  natural  Parts  of  t^e  Soul,  and  the  befl-natured  Man 
living,  was  Stephen  Boetius ;  his  was  a  capa-  „.>.-« 
cious  Soul  iftdeed,  and  that  had  every  Way  SbQ^. 
a  beautiful  Afpedt ;  a.  Soul  of  the  old  Stamp, 
and  that  would  have  produced  great  Deeds,  hiad  Fortune 
been  fo  pleafed,  as  he  had  added  much,  to  thofe  great  na- 
tural Parts  by  Learning  and  Stddy. 

But  how  it  comes  to  pafe  I  know  not,  and  yet  it  is  cer- 
tainly fo,  there  is  as  much  Vanity  and  Weak- 
nefs  of  Judgment  in  thofe  who  profefs  the    J'^^^stTpafs 
grcateft  Abilities,  who  take  upon  them  learn-    that  Men  of 
cd  Callings,  arid  bookifli  Employments,  as  in    Letters  are 
any  other  fort  of  Men  whatever  •,  either  be-    '^^''^i  rr'i ^ 

'  ^  .  .      ,  J  r»     1     /•  lueak  Under-' 

caufe  more  is  required  and  expected  from  landings. 
them,  and  that  common  Defeds  are  inex- 
cufablc  in  them  ;  or,  truly,  becaufe  the  Opinion  they 
have  of  their  own.  Learning  makes  them  more  bold  to 
expofe  and  lay  themfelves  too  open,  by  which  th^y  lofe 
and  betray  themfelves.  As  an  Artificer  more  betrays  his 
Want  of  Skill  in  a  rich  Work  that  he  has  in  his  Hand,  if 
he  difgrace  it  by  ill  Handling,  and  contrary  to  the  Rules 
required,  than  in  a  mean  Suqeft ;  and  Men  are  more  dif- 
pleafed  at  a  Fault  in  a  Statue  of  Gold,  than  in  one  of  A- 
labafter  5  fo  do  thefe,  when  they  exhibit  Things  that,  in 
themfelves,  and  in  their  Place,  would  be  good :  For  they 
make  Ufe  of  them  without  Difcretlon,  honouring  their 
Memories  at  the  Expencc  qf  their  Underftanding,  and 
making  themfelves  ridiculous,  to  honour  Cicero\  Galen^ 
UliiaHj  and  St.  Jerome. 

I  willingly  fall  again  into  the  Difcourfe  of  the  Folly,  of 
our  Education  ;  the  End  of  which  has  been  not  to  render 
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"^  "^'         i'w  ^'"■' '^^  confcientious  Facility  of  Mon-* 
^rn^MD*  la^'i^^'iiJi/m,  in  fo  great  an  Injufticc  of 
It  >«*        ^Lccnie  School  of  Trcafon,  Inhumanity, 
j.,-.c».'^'^tfVr=^  ^^  always  kept  up  the  Reputatio^ 
.'J  K^^'^f^^'l aP^rienccd  Captain.  ^M 

'jj^.TJt'^J^  4  Delight  to  publim,  in  feveral  PlacJH 
I  £"^  ''.^jf  Hopes  I  have  of  Mary  de  Gournay  le  Jar^^ 
^  ID/  Adopted  '  Daughter,  and  certainly  beloved 
^y^    6y  me  with  mure  than  a  paternal  Love,  and 
^j  in  my  Solitude  and  Retirement,  as  one  of  the 
w''*^,  £,/ my  own  Being,     I  have  no  Regard  to  any 
/l^     in  tfiisWorld  but  her  i  and,  if  a  Man  may  prefage 
'  m\ttt  Yoarh,  her  Soul  will,  one  Day,  be  capable  of 
henoblfll  Tli'fgs  1  and,  amongft  others,  of  the  Perfec- 
tion of  the  facrcd  Friendfhip,  to  which  we  do  not  read 
fhat  ^y  °^  ^"  ^^^  '^°"''^  ^^^''  y^"^  arrive  ;  fhc  Sincerity 
^  5olKl'ty  of  her  Manners  are  already  fufficicnt  for  it^j 
w  ABtt^'on  towards  me  is  more  than  fuperabundan^jB 
and  f*"^''»  '"  '^°''^  ^5  '^hat  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
niiiicd,  if  not  that  the  Apprehenfion  flic  has  of  my  End, 
hciog  now  Five  and  fifty  Years  old,  might  not  fo  cruelly 
■  afflidl 
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Alham'd,  he  ^ook  his  Garlands  ofF,  began 
Another  Courfe,  and  grew  a  fober  Man  ? 

That  fcems  to  me  to  be  the  Icaft  contemptible  Condition 

of  Men,  which,  by  its  Simplicity,  is  featcd 

m  the  lowed  Degree,   and  invites  us  to  a   InhV^Z 

more  regular  Conduft^     I  find  the  Manners    s^rt  rf  Piopb- 

and  Language  of  the  Country  People  com-    more  reffJar 

monly  better  fuited  to  the  Prefcription  of  f^p^^^f 

true  Philofophy,  than  thofe  of  our  Philofo-    1^^^ 

phers  themfelves,     "*.  Plus  fapit  vulgusy  quia 

ianlufHy  quantum  opus  ejl,  fapU :  *  The  Vulgar  are  fo  much 

*  the  Wifer,  becaufe  they  only  know  what  is  needful  for 

*  them  to  know/ 

The  moft  remarkable  Men,  as  I  have  judged  by  out- 
ward Appearances  (for,  to  judge  of  them  ac-    y^^  greiueft^ 
cording  to  my  own  Method,  I  muft  pene-    Wprriors  in 
trate  into  them  a  great  deal  deeper)  for  War    Montrignc'i 
and  military  Conduft,   were  the  Duke  of  ^'^' 
Guife^  who  died  at  Orleans^  and  the  late  Marftial  StrozTy. 

For  Gownfmcn  of  great  Ability,  and  no  For  the  greats 
common  Virtue,  Olivier  and  J)e  VHcfpital^  eftjhiUtyand 
Chancellors  of  Frtf»c^  ^^'^• 

Poefy  too,  in  my  Opinion,  has  flourifticd  in  this  Age 
of  ours.    We  have  Abundance  of  very  good   $e.veralgood 
Artifts  in  this  Clafs,  Jurats  Beze^  Buchanan^    Utin  Poets. 
l^HoffiUiU  Montdore^  and  Turneius. 

K%  to  the  French  Poets,  I  believe  they  have  raifed  it  to 
the  higheft  Pitch  to  which  it  will  ever  arrive  ;    Excelknty  of 
and,  in  thofe  Parts  of  it  wherein  Ronfard  znd   /i*  French 
X>u  Bellay  excel,  I  find  them  little  inferior  to   P^*- 
the  ancient  Perfeftion. 

Adrian  Turnebus  knew  more,  and  what  he    charaaer  of 
did  know,  better  than  any  Man  of  his  Time,    Tumebus. 
or  long  before  him. 

The  Lives  of  the  laft  Duke  of  Alva^  and    q^^^^  jy^^^  ^f 
of  our  Conflable  De  Montmorency ^  were  both    Alva  and  the  • 
of  them  Noble,  and  had  many  rare  Refem-    Conftable  Dc 
blances  of  Fortune ;  but  the  Beauty  and  the   Montmoren. 
Glory  of  the  Death  of  the  laft,  in  the  Sight   ^' 
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of  Paris^  and  of  his  King,  ^  in  their  Service,  againil  his 
neareft  Relations,  at  the  Head  of  an  Army,  through  his 
Conduft,  Viftorious,  and  with  Sword  in  Hand,  at  fo  ex- 
treme an  Old-age,  merits,  methinks,  to  be  recorded  a- 
mongft  the  moft  remarkable  Events  of  our  Times  :  As 

alfo  the  conftant  Goodnefs,  Sweetnefs  of  Be* 
kNouc!^'        haviour,  and  confcientious  Facility  of  Mon- 

fieur  De  la  Noue^  in  fo  great  an  Injuftice  of 
armed  Parties,  (the  true  School  of  Treafon,  Inhumanity^ 
and  Robbery)  wherein  he  always  kept  up  the  Reputation 
of  a  great  and  experienced  Captain. 

I  have  taken  a  Delight  to  publifh,  in  feveral  Places, 

•     the  Hopes  I  have  of  Mary  dt  Gournay  U  Jars, 

£c2lJS^     my  adopted  '  Daughter,  and  certainly  beloved 

by  me  with  more  than  a  paternal  Love,  and 
involved  in  my  Solitude  and  Retirement,  as  one  of  the 
beft  Parts  of  my  own  Being,  I  have  no  Regard  to  any 
Thing  in  this  World  but  her  ;  and,  if  a  Man  may  prefage 
from  her  Youth,  her  Soul  will,  one  Day,  be  capable  of 
the  nobleft  Things ;  and,  amongft  others,  of  the  Perfec- 
tion of  the  facred  Friendlhip,  to  which  we  do  not  read 
that  any  of  her  Sex  could  ever  yet  arrive  -,  fhc  Sincerity 
and  Solidity  of  her  Manners  are  already  fufiicient  for  it ; 
her  Affedion  cowards  me  is  more  than  fuperabundant^ 
and  fuch,  in  fhort,  as  that  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
wifhed,  if  not  that  the  Apprehenfion  fhe  has  of  my  End, 
lacing  now  Five  and  fifty  Vears  old,  might  not  fo  cruelly 

afflifb 

•  As  to  the  Meaning  of  tihefe  Words,  AdBpted  Dmghtitf  fee  tlie  Ar^ 
tide  G^urnap  in  B^nl^s  Didionaiy ;  w^imi  you  will  find,  tl^t  {bis  youn^ 
Lady's  Opinion  or  the  firft  Eilkys  of  Mmtaigne  save  the  Occafion  (or  thia 
Adoption,  long  before  fhe  ever  few  Montaigne,  But  here  I  can't  help  tran- 
fcribine  Part  of  a  Pailage,  which  Mr,  Ba^le  quoted  frwn  M,  Pafivier^  in  the 
Note  A»  which  contains  fome  remarlcftble  Particulars  of  thi^  Sort  of  Adop- 
tion. *  MontaiQte^  iays  Pajqider^  having^  in  1588,  made  a  long  Stay  at 
«  Paris^  Madeiri^felle  de  Jttrs  came  thither,  on  r  urpofe.  to  fee  Ms  PcHon ; 

*  and  (he  and  her  Mother  carried  him  to  their  Houfe  at  Geumaj^^  where 

*  he  fpent  two  Months  in  two  or  three  Journeys,  and  met  with  as  heartjr  a 

*  Welcome  as  he  could  defire }  and,  finally,  that  this  virtuous  Lady,  being 
'  informed  oi  Mnuaigni'i  Death,  crofled  almoft  thro'  the  whole  Kingdon^ 

*  of  France^  with  Pa^ports,  as  well  from  her  own  Motive,  as  by  Invitation 

*  from  Montofgneh  Widow  and  Daughter,  to  mix  her  Tears  with  theirs^ 
♦•whofe  Sorrows  were  boundlefs/ 


Ch.  XVIII.  Of  groing  the  Lye.  4;  5 

afHift  her.  The  Judgment  flie  made-of  my  firft  Eflays, 
being  a  Woman  fo  young,  and  in  this  Age,  and  alone  in 
her  own  Country,  and  the  famous  Vehemency  wherewith 
ihe  loved,~  and  defircd  me  upon  the  fole  Efteem  fhe  had 
of  me,  before  fhe  ever  faw  me,  is  an  Accicient  very  wor- 
thy of  Confideratioii. 

Other  Virtues  have  had  litde  or  no  Credit  in  this  Age,- 
but  Valour  is  become  popular  by  our  Civil    Valour  h  fc. 
Wars  J  and  in  this  Reipeft  we  have  Souls   com  popular  u 
brave,  even  to  Perfeftion,  and  in  fo  great   ^^^ce. 
Number,  that  the  Choice  is  impoflible  to  be  made.    This 
is  all  of  extraordinary^  and  not  common,  that  has  hither* 
to  arrived  at  my  Knowledge* 


CHAP.     XVIII. 
Of  giving    the    L  T  E. 

WELL,  but  fome  one  will  fay  to  me,  *  This  De- 
*  fign  of  making  a  Man's  Self  the    ^^  j^^^;^ 
•;Subje6t  of  his  Writing  were  exeufable  in    taigne^/f/ 

•  rare  and  famous  Men,  who,  by  their  Re-  fi  often  of  him^ 

•  putation,  had  giVen  others  a  Curiofity  to  -^^^  ^^^ 

•  be  fully  informed  of  them.*     It  is  moft 

true,  I  confefs  k^  and  know  very  well,  that  Artificers 
will  fcarce  lift  their  Eyes  from  their  Work  to  look  at  an 
ordinary  Man,  when  they  will  forfake  their  Workhoufes 
and  Shops  to  ftare  at.an  eminent'  Perfon,  when  he  comes 
to  Town :  It  mifbecomes  any  Perfon  to  give  his  own 
Chari^cr,  except*  he  has  Qualities  worthy  of  Imitation, 
and  ^tiofe  Life  and  Opinions  may  ferve  for  a  Model. 
The  gre^t  Afllions  ofCafar  and  Xenophon  were  a  juft  and 
folid  lafis  on  which  to  fix  and  found  their  Narratives  : 
And  it  were  alfo  to  be  wiflied,  that  we  had  the  Journals 
of  Alexander  the  Greats  and  the  Commentaries  that  Au^ 
gujiusy  CatOj  Syllaj  Brutus^  and  others  have  left  of  their 
Aibions.     We  love  and  contemplate  the  very  Statues  of 
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iuch  Perfonagps,  both  in  Copper  and  Marble.  This  He«- 
monftrance  h  very  true,  but  it  very  little  concern;  me. 

'  Non  recitQ  cuiquam^  nifi  amicisj  idque  rogatus  *  ^ 
Non  uiivisj  coramve  qutbujlibet :  In  medio  qui 
Scripta  foro  recitanU  funt  mtilti^  quique  lavantes. 

i.  ^ 

I  feldom  do  rehearfe,  and  when  I  do 

'Tis  to  my  Friends,  and  with  Reludance  too. 

Not  before  ev^ry  one,  and  every-whcre ; 

We  have  too  many  that  Rehearfers  are. 

In  Baths,  the  Forum>  and  the  public  Sqqaret 

I  do  not  here  form  a  Statue  to  ereft  in  the  Centre  of  a 
City,  in  the  Church,  or  any  public  Quadrangle. 

Non  equidem  bocjludeo^  bullatis  ut  mibi  nu^is 
Pagina  t urge  feat ; 
Secreti  loquimtfr  *. 

/.  e. 

With  pompous  Trafti  to  fwcU  the  frothy  Line 
Is  nor,  indeed,  my  Friend !  what  I  defign  : 
Whatever  be  the  Secrets  I  indite. 
To  you  I  truft,  to  you  alone  I  write. 

*Tis  for  fome  Corner  of  a  Library,  or  to  entertain  4 
Neighbour,  a  Kinfmap,  or  a  Friend,  that  has  a  mind  tQ 
renew  his  Af qu^intatfce  and  Familiarity  with  me  in  this 
piy  Pifture.  Others  have  been  encouraged  to  ipeak  of 
themfelves,  bpcaufe  they  found  the  Sqbjeft  worthy  and 
fich ;  I,  pn  the  contrary,  am  the  bolder,  by  reafon  my 
^uhjeft  is  io  pqor  ^pd  fterile,  that  I  canno?  be  fufpcfted 
pf  Oftentatiqn,  I  judge  freely  of  the  Aftions  of  others  \ 
i  give  litfle  of  ipy  own  to  judge  of,  becaufe  of  their  No- 
(hingnef^  :  I  am  not  fo  confcious  of  any  Good  in  myfelf» 
as  to  tpll  it  without  ^lufhipg,  Wh^t  Contentment  wouI4 
IF  be  to  me  %o  hear  ^ny  thMS  relate  tp  me  the  Manners, 

Faces, 

.  ^  Hor.  lib.  i.  Sat.  4.  v.  73,  £rfr. 

'  tnftead  of  foaaus^  as  Horace  has  it  in  the  firft  Verfe,  Montaigm  ha| 
fubftituted  rogatus^  which  more  exactly  expreifes  hi?  ThQught, 

*  Perf.  Sat.  v.  v.  lo. 
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Faces,  Countenances,  the  ordinary  Words  and  Fortunes 
of  my  Anceflx)rs  ?  How  attentively  fliould  I  liften  to  it ! 
In  Truth,  it  would  be  Ill-nature  to  defpife  even  the  Pic- 
tures of  our  Friends  and  Predeceflbrs,  the  Fafhion  of 
their  Cloaths,  and  of  their  ArAis.  I  preferve  my  Father's 
Writings,  his  Seal,  and  one  particular  Sword  of  his,  and 
have  not  thrown  the  long  Staves  he  ufed  to  carry  in  his 
Hand,  out  of  my  Clofet.  Paterna  vejiisy  tt  anmdiu^  tant9 
charibr  eft  pofteris^  quanta  erga  parentes  major  affeSlus  '•  *  A 
^  Father's  Robe  and  Ring  are  fo  much  the  dearer  to  his 

*  Pofterity,  in  Proportion  to  the  AffedUon  they  retain  for 

*  him.*  If  my  Pofterity,  neverthciefs,  Ihall  be  of  ano- 
ther Mind,  I  ihall  be  even  with  them  ;  for  they  cannot 
care  lef$  for  me,  than  I  (hall  then  do  for  them.  AU'  the 
Traffic  that  I  have,  in  this,  with  the  Public,  is,  that  I 
borrow  their  Writing  Tackle,  as  it  is  more  eafy,  and  at 
Hand ;  and,  in  Recompence,  (hall,  peradventure,  keep  4 
Dilh  of  Butter  from  melting  in  the  Market. 

*  JVi?  toga  cordyllis^  ne  penula  deftt  olivis^ 
Et  laxas  fcombris  fape  dah  tunicas  ^ 

i.  e. 

V\\  fumiih  Plaice  and  Olives  with  a  Coat, 
And  coYfsr  Mack'rel  when  the  Sun  fhines  hot. 

And  though  No-body  (hould  read  me,  have  I  loft  my 
Time  in  entertaining  myfetf  fo  many  idle 
Hours,  in  Thoughts  fo  ple^fing  and  ufeful  ?   J^^^fJJf,^ 
In  moulding  this  Figure  upon  myfelf,  I  have   \fhhljdf!that 
been  fo  oft  conftrained  to  curry  and  turn   i}efmgbt\be 
myfelf,  as  it  were,  infide  out,  that  the  Copy   ^^terhmo 
is  truly  taken,  and  has,  in  fome  fort,  formed  ^f  0^  ^ 
itfelf,    But,  as  I  paint  for  others,  I  reprefent   t^cb^er^ 
myfelf  in  more  exc^uifite  Colouring  than  in 
my  own  natural  Colnplexion.     I  am  as  much  formed  by 
my  Book,  as  my  Bowt  is  by  me  :  *Tis  a  Book  confub- 
ftantial  with  the  Author  5  of  a  peculiar  Tenor  \  a  Mem- 
ber of  my  Life,  and  whofe  Bufinefs  is  not  defigned  for 

others, 

'  Aug.  de  Civitate  Dei,  lib.  i*  c.  13.      '  ^  Mart  m).  jdii.  Ep.  i,  v.  ;, 
)  <Pj^tiilltts^  Ep.  92.  Vf  8^ 
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others,  as  that  of  all  other  Books  is.  In  giving  fo  con- 
tinual, and  fo  curious  an  Account  of  oiyfelf,  have  I  loft 
any  Time  ?  For  he  who  fometimes  curforily  furveys  him- 
felf  only,  doth  not  fo  ftridtly  examine  himfelf,  nor  pene- 
trate fo  deep,  as  he  who  makes  it  his  Bufinefs,  his  Study, 
and  his  whole  Employment ;  who  intends  to  give  a  lading 
Record,  with  all  his  Fidelity,  and  with  all  his  Force.  The 
moft  delicious  Pleafures,  however  digefted  internally,  avoid 
leaving  any  Trace  of  themfelves,  and  (hun  the  Sight  not 
only  of  the  People,  but  of  any  other  Man.  How  oft  has 
this  Affair  diverted  me  from  uneafy  Thoughts  ?  And  all 
that  are  frivolous  (hould  be  reputed  fo.  Nature  has  pre- 
fentcd  us  with  a  large  Faculty  of  entertaining  ourfelves 
apart ;  and  oft  calls  us  to  it,  to  teach  us,  that  we  owe 
ourfelves,  in  part,  to  Society,  but  chiefly  to  ourfelves.  In 
order  to  habituate  my  Fancy,  even  to  meditate  in  fbme 
Method,  and  to  fome  End,  and  to  keep  it  from  io/ing 
itfclf,  and  roving  at  Random,  'tis  but  to  give  it  a  Body, 
and  to  regifter  all  the  pretty  Thoughts  that  prefent  them- 
felves to  it.  I  give  Ear  to  my  Whimfies,  becaufe  I  am 
to  record  them.  How  oft  has  it  fallen  out,  that,  being 
difpleafed  at  fome  A£tions  which  Civility  and  Reafon  did 
not  permit  me  openly  to  reprove,  I  have  here  difgorged 
myfclf  of  them,  not  without  Defign  of  public  Inftrudion : 
And  yet  thefc  poetical  Lafhes, 

Zon  des  fur  V  (silj  zonfur  le  groin j. 
Zon  fiurU  dos  du  Sagoin  "". 

A  Jerk  over' the  Eye,  over  the  Snout, 
Let  Sagoin  be  jerked  throughout. 

imprint  themfelves  better  upon  Paper,  than  upon  the 
moft  fenfible  Flefli.  What  if  I  liftcn  to  Books  a  Httlc 
more  attentively  than  ordinary,  fince  I  watch  if  I  can 
purloin  any  Thing  that  may  adorn,  or  fupport  my  own  ? 
I  have  not  at  all  ftudied  to  make  a  Book  ;  but  I  have,  in 
fome  fort,  ftudied  becaufe  I  had  made  it,  if  it  be  Study- 
ing, to  fcratch  and  pinch,  now  one  Author,  and  then 
anothcrj 'either  by  the  Head  or  Foot ;  not  with  any  De- 

'  fign 

»  Marot  centre  Sagoin. 
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fign  to  fteal  Opinions  from  them,  but  to  aflift,  fecond, 
and  to  fortify  thofe  I  had  before  embraced. 

But  who  mall  we  believe  in  the  Report  he  makes  of 
himfelf,  in  fo  corrupt  an  Age  ?    Confidering    q-^  i^^  j^ 
there  are  fo  few,  if  any  at  all,  whom  we  can  gardpaidtn 
believe,  when  fpeaking  of  others,  where  there    ^rutb^  an  o£^ 
is  lefs  Intereft  to  lye.     The  firft  Step  to  the   ^*^  ^'''• 
Corruption  of  Manners  is  BaniQiing  of  Truth ;  for,  as 
Pindar  fays,    *  To  be  fincerely  true  is  the  Beginning  of  a 

•  great  Virtue,*  and  the  firft  Article  that  Plato  requires 
in  the  Government  of  his  Republic.  The  Truth  of  thefc 
Days  is  not  that  which  really  is  fuch,  but  what  every  Man 
perfuades  himfclf,  or  another  to  believe  ;  as  we  generally 
give  the  Name  of  Money,  not  only  to  lawful  Coin,  but 
to  the  counterfeit  alfo,  if  it  be  current.  Our  Nation  has 
long  been  reproached  with  this  Vice  ;  for  Salvianus  Maffi^ 
HenfiSy  who  lived  in  the  Time  of  the  Emperor  Valentinian^ 
fays,  *  That  Lying  and  Perjury  is  not  a  Vice  with  the 

•  Frenchy  but  a  Way  of  fpeaking.'  He  that  would  in- 
hance  upon  this  Teftimony,  might  fay,  *  That  it  is  now 

•  a  Virtue  with  them.*  Nien  form'and  fafhion  themfelves 
to  it,  as  to  an  Exercife  of  Honour  ;  for  Dii&mulation  is 
one  of  the  moft  notable  Qualities  of  this  Age. 

I  have  often  confidered,  whence  comes  this  Cuftom, 
that  we  fo  religioufly  obferve,  of  being  more 
highly  offended  with  the  Reproach  of  a  Vice    -^  !hlt^^ 
fo  familiar  to  us  than  with  any  other,  and    artfoftung 
that  it  fhould  be  the  higheft  Injury  that  can,    *wi//r  the  Re-. 
in  Words,  be  done  us,  to  reproach  us  with  a  P'^^^  ^f  ^ 
Lye  :  Upon  Examination,  I  find,  that  it  is  Z*"^  ^^^' 
natural  to  difclaim  thofe  Faults  moft,  with  which  we  are 
moft  tainted :  It  feems  as  if,  by  refenting,  and  being 
moved  at  the  Accufation,  we,  in  fome  fort,  acquitted 
ourfelves  of  the  Fault ;    if  we  are  guilty  of  it  in  Fa<3:,  wc 
condemn  it,  at  leaft,  in  Appearance  :  May  it  alfo  not  be, 
that  this  Reproach  feems  to  imply  Cowardice,  and  Mean- 
nefs  of  Spirit  ?    Of  which  can  there  be  a  more  manifeft 
Sign,  than  for  a  Man  to  eat  his  own  Words  ?   What,  to 
lye  againft  a  Man's  own  Knowledge :  Lying  is  a  bafc 
Vice ;  a  Vice  that  one  of  the  Ancients  paints  in  the  moft 
3  odious 
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Immg  an  Ar^  odious  Coloufs,  when  he  faysf,  *  That  it  is  to 
gumint  of  tin  ^  manifeft  a  Contempt  of  God,  and  withal  a 
Commit  0/  «  Fear  of  Man,'  ,  It  is  not  poiTible  more  co- 
^^'  pioufly  to  reprefent  the  Horror,  Bafenefs,  and 

Irregularity  of  it  5  for,  what  can  be  imagined  more  vile» 
than  a  Man,  who  is  a  Coward  towards  Man,  fo  coura- 
geous as  to  defy  his  Maker  ?  Our  Intelligence  being  by- 
no  other  Canal  to  be  conveyed  to  one  another  but  by 
Words,  he  who  falfifies  them  betrays  public  Society  : 
•Tis  the  only  Tube  through  which  we  communicate  our 
Thoughts  and  Wills  to  one  another ;  'tis  the  Interpreter 
of  the  Soul,  and,  if  it  fails  us,  we  no  longer  know,  nor 
have  any  farther  Tie  upon  one  another :  If  that  deceive 
us,  it  breaks  all  our  Correfpondence,  and  diflblves  all  the 
Bands  of  our  Government.  Certain  Nations  of  the  new- 
difcovercd  Indies  (no  Matter  for  naming  them,  fince  they, 
are  no  more ;  for,  by  a  wonderful  and  unheard-of  Exam- 
ple, the  Defolation  of  that  Con<{ue{l  extended  to  the  ut-* 
ter  Abolition  of  Names,  and  the  ancient  Knowledge  of 
Places)  ofifered  to  their  Gods  human  Blood,  ^  but  only 
^  fuch  as  was  drawn  from  the  Tongue  and  Ears,  to  at- 
^  tone  for  the  Sin  of  Lying,  as  well  heard  as  pronounced/ 
The  good  Fellow  of  Greece  "  was  wont  to  fay,  *  That 
^  Children  were  amufed  with  Rattles,  and  Men  with 
•  Words.* 

As  to  the  various  Ufages  of  our  giving  the  Lye,  and! 
^hi  Gre  k  ^^^  Laws  of  Honour  in  that  Cafe,  and  the 
aJd  Rwnans  Alterations  they  have  received,  I  (hail  refer 
mt/o  delicau  faying  what  I  know  of  them  to  another  Time, 
in  the  ArticU  of  and  fliall  learn,  if  I  can,  in  the  mean  while, 
Lymg.as'wo     ^^  ^^^^  ^j^^^  ^^^  Q^^^om  took  Beginnings 

of  fo  exaftly.  weighing  and  meafuring  Words, 
and  of  engaging  our  Honour  to  them  -,  for  it  is  cafy  ta 
judge,  that  it  was  not  anciently  amongft  the  Greeks  and 
Romans ;  and  I  have  often  thought  it  ftrange  to  fee  them 
rail  at,  and  give  one  another  the  Lye,  without  any  far- 
ther Quarrel :  The  Laws  of  their  Duty  (leered  fome  other 
Courfe  than  ours,  defar  is  fometimcs  called  T^bief^  and 
Jometi:-nes  Drunkard^  to  his  Teeth.    We  fee  the  Liberty 

"  Lvfantter^  in  Plutarch'^  Life  of  him,  C.  4, 
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of  Invedtives,  which  they  pradtifed  upon  one  another,  I 
mean  the  greateft  Chiefs  of  War  of  both  Nations,  where 
Words  were  only  revenged  with  Words,  without  any  other 
Confequence. 


CHAP.    XIX. 
Of  Liberty  g/^  Conscience. 

^  Tp  I S  ufuai  CO  fee  good  Intentions,  if  purfued  with- 
X:   out  Moderation,  pufli  Men  on  to  ve-    ReUghmZid 
ry  vicious  Efitfb.     In  this  Difpnte,  which   oftm  extrawt- 
has  now  engaged  France  in  a  Civil  War,  the  i^^*  andcm^ 
beft  and  the  founded  Caufe,  no  Doubt,  is  M^^b^j^fi* 
that  which  maintains  the  ancient  Religion  and  Govem* 
ment  of  the  Kmgdom.     Neverthelefs,  amongft  the  good 
Men  of  that  Party  <for  I  do  not  fpeak  of  thofe  that  make 
it  Pretence  of  it,  either  to  execute  their  own  particular 
Revenge,  or  to  gratify  their  Avarice,  or  to  court  the  Fa- 
vour of  Princes ;  but  of  thofe  who  engage  in  the  Quarrel 
out  of  true  Zeal  to  Religion,  and  a  pious  Afiedlioato 
maintain  the  Peace  and  Government  of  their  Country)  of 
thefe,  I  fay,  we  fee  many  whom  Paffion  tranfports  beyonji 
the  Bounds  of  Reafon,  and  fometimes  infpires  with  Coufi- 
fels  that  are  unjuft  and  violent,  and  alfa  rafh. 
•   It  is  true,  that,  in  thofe  primitive  Times,  when  our 
Religion  began  to  gain  Authority  with  the    ^, .  «   , . 
Laws,  Zeal  armed  many  againft  aU  Sorts  of  ^^  /^ 
Pagan  Books,  by  which  the  Learned  fullered    Chriflians, 
an  exceeding  great  Lofs  j  which,  I  conceive,    'when  they  he^ 
did  more  Prejudice  to  Letters,  than  all  the   ^^^^^* 
Flames  kindled  by  the  Barbarians.    Of  this   gsJjS^ks^ ' 
Cornelius  Tacitus  is  a  very  good  Witnefs  ; '  for 
though  the  Emperor  Tacitus^  his  Kinfman,  had,  by  ex- 
prefs  Order,  furniflied  all  the  Libraries  in  the  World  with 
his  Book,  neverthelefs,  one  intire  Copy  could  not  efcape 
the  curious  Search  of  thofe  who  defired  to  abolilh  it,,  tot 
3  only 
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only  five  or  fix  idle  Claufes  in  ic,  that  were  contrary  ta 

our  Belief. 

Adtoi^Mft  '^^^y  ^^*^  ^^^  ^^^y  ready  to  lend  undue 
badEmpws,  Praifes  to  all  the  Emperors  who  did  a-ny 
nvbo fa'vomd  Thing  for  US,  and  univerfally  to  condemn 
ChrifH^ty,  all  the  Adtions  of  thdfe  who  were  our  Ad- 
^2LyMdo-  verfaries,  as  is  evidently  manifeft  in  the  Em- 
tbers,  *<wbo  op-  pcror  JuHan^  furnaiped  the  Apofiate  ;  who 
fofedit.  was,  in  Truth,  a  very  great  and  rare  Man,  a 

"The  Charaaer   Man  in  whofc  Soul  that  Plulofophy  was  im- 

IftbeEmferor    printed  in  lively  Charadters,   by  which  he 
B^/^^  A-     profefled  to  govern  all  his  AdUons  ;  and,  in 
V^^^^'  Truth,  there  is  no  fort  of  Virtue,  of  which 

he  has  not  left  behind  him  very  notable  Examples.  In 
His  Chafiitj.     Chaftity  (of  which  the  whole  Courfe  of  hU 

Life  has  given  mahifeft  Proof)  we  read  the 
like  of  him,  as  was  laid  of  Mexander  and  Scifio  %  that| 
being  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age  (for  he  was  (lain  by  the 
Parthians  at  one  and  thirty)  of  a  great  many  very  beau* 
uful  Captives,  he  would  not  touch,  nor  fo  much  as  look 
upon  one.  As  to  his  Juftice  %  he  took  himfelf  the  Pains 
to  hear  the  Parties,  and  although  he  would,  out  of  Cu- 
riofity,  enquire  what  Religion  they  were  of,  neverthelefs 
the  Hatred  he  had  to  ours,  never  turned  the  Balance.  He 
made  feveral  good  Laws,  and  cut  off*  a  great  Part  of  the 
Subfidies  and  Taxes  levied  by  his  Predeceflbrsi  \ 

We  have  two  good  Hiftorians,  who  were  Eye-witnefilca 
Julian  Uamd  ^^  ^^^  Aftions  ;  one  of  whom,  MarceUinus^ 
iy  two  Hifto-  in  feveral  Places  of  his  Hiftory,  fharply  re- 
rioHs^  Eye-  proves  an  Edidt  of  his,  whereby  *  he  inter« 
^^../^/V  4  difted  all  Chrifiian  Rhetoricians  and  Gram- 
*^'  *  marians  to  keep  School,  or  to  teach'  \  and 

fays,  *  he  could  wifli  that  A6t  of  his  had  been  buried  Ia 
*  Silence  '.'  It  is  very  likely,  that,  had  he  done  any  more 
fevere  Things  againft  us,  the  Hiftorian,  who  was  fo  af- 
feftionate  to  our  Party,  would  not  have  paflcd  it  over  in 
Silence. 

He 

o  Ammian,  Marcell.  lib.  xxiv.  c.  8.         '  Ideniy  ibid.  ljb«  xxiL  c.  io«' 
^  Idem,  lib.  XXV.  c.  5,  6.         '  Idem,  lib.  xxii.  c  10. 
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He  was,  indeed,  fliarp  againft  us,  but  yet  no  cruel 
Enemy  :    For  our  own  People  tell  this  Story   ^^  Moiiira-^ 
of  him,    *  That,  one  Day,  walking  about   /,w,  by  the 

•  the  City  of  Chalceden^  Maris ^  Bifhop  of  that    Report  of  a 

•  Place,  called  out  to  him,  an4  told  him,    2^^^*^^** 

•  that  he  was  an  Jlkeijiy  and  an  Apofiate ;' 

To  which  he  only  anfwered,  *  Go,  Wretch,  and  lament 

•  the  Lofs  of  thy  Eyes  :*  To  this  the  Bilhop  replied  again, 

•  I  thank  Jefus  Chrijl  for  taking  away  my  Sight,  that  I 

•  mi^bt;iot  fee  thy  impudent  Face.*/  So  it  is,  that  this 
Adion  of  his  favours  nothing  of  the  Cruelty  that  he  is  faid 
to  have  exercifed  towards  us  ;  though  they  fay,  that  his 
Anfwer  to  the  Bifhop  was  but  an  Affedation  of  Philofo- 
phic  Patience.  *  He  was  (fays  Eutropius  \  my  other  Wit- 
nefs)  *  an  Enemy  to  Cbrijlianityj  but  without  Ihedding 

•  Blood/    And,  to  return  to  his  Juftice,  there    „.  ^ 

is  nothing  in  that  whereof  he  can  be  accufed,      ''  J^J^^* 
but  the  Severity  he  praftifed  in  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign,  againfl  thofe  who  had  followed  the  Party  of  Con^ 
Jiantius^  his  Predeceffor  "*. 

As  to  his  Sobriety,  he  lived  always  a  Soldier's  kind  of 
Life  •,  and  kept  a  Table,  in  Times  of  the   jj^  ^>^ 
moft  profound  Peace,  like  one  that  prepared  "^^ 

and  inured  himfelf  to  the  Rigours  or  War  ''• 

His  Vigilancy  was  fuch,  that  he  divided  the  Night  inta 
three  or  four  Parts,  of  which  always  the  „-  ir-  7 
leaft  was  dedicated  to  Sleep ;.  the  reft  was 
fpent  either  iix  vifitxng  the  Eflate  of  his  Army  and  Guards, 
in  Perfon,  or  in  Study  \  for,  amongft  other  rare  Quali- 
ties, he  was  very  excellent  in  all  forts  of  Literature,  *Tis 
feid  of  Alexander  the  Greats  *  That,  when  he  was  in  Bed, 

•  for  fear  left  Sleep  (hould  divert  him  from  his  Thoughts 

•  and  Studies,  he  had  always  a  Bafon  fet  by  his  Bed-fide, 

•  and  held  one,  of  his  Hands  out  with  a  Bullet  of  Copper 

•  in  it,  to  the  End,  that,  if  he  fell  afleep,  and  his  Finger$ 
<  left  their  Hold,  the  Bullet,  by  falling  into  the  Bafon, 

,  !  might 

•  SozoTnenh  Ecclefiaftical  Hlftory,  lib.  v.  c.  f« 

*  Eutrop.  lib.  x.  c.  S.      " 

"  Ammian.  Marcell.  lib.  xxii.  c.  2. 

^  Idem,  lib.  xvir  c.  2»  ^t  xxvi.  c.  5*       . 
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•  might  awake  him  */  But  this  Julian  was  fo  bent  upon 
v^at  he  had  a  Mind  to  do,  and  fo  little  difturbed  with 
Fumes,  by  reafon  of  his  lingular  Abftinence,  that  he  had 
no  Need  of  any  fuch  Invention. 

As  to  his  Military  Experience,  he  was  admirable  in  all 

the  Qualities  of  a  great  Captaii),  as  it  was 

^JScT      likclyhe  Ihould,  having  beeii,  almoft  all  his 

•  *  Life,  in  a  continual  Exercife  of  War,  ami 
mod  of  that  Time  with  us  in  France^  aeainft  the  Ger- 
mans and  Franconians :  We  hardly  read  of  any  Man  that 
ever  encountered  more  Dangers,  or  that  made  more  fre- 
quent Proofs  of  his  perfonal  Valour. 

His  Death  has  fomething  in  it  like  that  of  Epdnuncn-* 

ms  Death        ^»  ^^'  ^^  ^^  woUnded  with  an  Arrowy 

which  he  tried  to  pull  out,  and  had  done  it, 
but  that,  being  tw:o-edged,  it  cut  the  Sinews  of  his  Hand. 
He  called  out  forthwith,  *  That  they  would  carry  him, 
^  in  this  Condition,  into  the  Midft  of  the  Battle  to  en* 

•  courage  his  Soldiers,*  who  very  bravely  ctifputed  the 
Battle  without  him,  till  Night  parted  the  Amues  ^.  He 
was  obliged  to  his  Philofophy  for  the  Angular  Contempt 
he  had  for  this  Life,  and  all  human  Things ;  and  he  had 
a  firm  Belief  of  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul. 

In  Matters  of  Religion,  he  was  Vicious  throughout. 
He  wa?  aJ'  ^"^  ^^  wmamed  the  Apofiatt^  for  having 
diatd  to  the  relinquifhed  ours  :  Though,  methinks,  'ds 
mrjhip  of  niore  likely,  that  he  had  never  thoroughly 
M'^^'^  embraced  it,  but  had  diflembled,  out  of  O- 
bedience  to  the  Laws,  till  he  came  to  the  Empire, 

He  was,  in  his  own,  fo  fuperftitious,  that  he  was  laugh- 

Excti^veljfu-  f^  ^^  f^^j5'  ^y  ^t^^!^?!  ^he  fame  Opinion  of 
ferfiithus.         his  own  Time,  who  laid,  *  That,  had  he  got 

*  the  Viftory  over  the  PartbianSj  he  had  de-. 

*  ftroyed  the  Breed  of  Oxen  in  the  World  to  fupply  his 

*  Sacrifices  \*  He  was,  moreover,  a  Bigot  to  the  Art 
of  Divination,  and  gave  Authority  to  all  forts  of  Pre^ 
didions.     He  faid,  amongft  other  Things,  at  his  Death, 

*  That  *  he  was  obliged  to  the  Gods,  and  thanked  them, 

•  in 

*  Ammian.  Marccll.  lib.  xvi.  c.  2.         ^  Idem,  ibid.  lib.  xxr.  c  3. 
'  Idem,  ibid«  c.  6.  •  Idem,  ibid.  lib.  xxv.  c.  4. 
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*  in  that  they  had  not  been  pleafcd  to  cut  him  ofF  by  Sur- 

*  prife,  having,  long  before,  advertifed  him  of  the  Place 
^  and  Hour  of  his  Death  ;  nor  by  a  mean  and  unman!/ 

*  Death,  more  becoming  lazy  and  delicate  People;  nof 

*  by  a  Death  that  was  languilhing,  long^  and.  painful } 

*  and  that  they  had  thought  him  worthy  to  die  after  that 
^  noble  manner,  in  the  Career  of  his  Vidkories,  and  in  the 

*  Height  of  his  Glory*'  He  had  a  Vifion,  like  that  of 
Marcus  BrutuSj  that  firit  threatened  him  in  Gaul  %  and 
afterwards  appeared  to  him  in  ferfiay  juft  before  hist 
Death  ^  Thefe  Words,  that  fome  make  him  fay,  when 
he  felt  himfelf  wounded,  *  ^  Thou  haft  overcome,  Naza* 

*  nne  ;*  or,  as  others,  *  Content  thyfelf,  Nazarene^^  would 
hardly  have  been  omitted,  had  they  been  believed  by  my 
Witneifes,  who,  being  prefent  in  the  Army,' have  fet  down 
even  the  leaft  Motions  and  Words  of  his  lattei*  End,  noi 
more  than  certain  other  ftrange  Things  that  arc  recorded 
of  himi  f 

And,  to  return  to  my  Subjedt,  •  He  long  nouriflied, 
fays  Marcellinus^   Paganifm  in  his  Heart;    Hg^irndto 
but,  all  his  Army  being  Chrijiians^  he  durft   re-tftahUjhYz.'' 
not  own  it  ^ :  But,  in  the  End,  feeing  him-    ganifm^  and 
felf  ftrong  enough  to  dare  to  difcover  him-    ^r^^^i 
felf,  he  caufed  the  Temples  of  the  Gods  to    keipingup)hdf 
be  thrown  open,  and  did  his  utmoft  to  fet    Divijions  h  a 
on  foot  Idolatry^.  The  better  to  effcft  this,   s^tmdl^Jtrm^ 
having,  zt  Conftantinople^  found  the  People    ^^^^' 
difunited,  and  alio  the  Prelates  of  Che  Church  divided 
amongft  themfelves,    and  having  convened  them  all 
before  him^  he  gravely  and  earneftly  adiWbnilhed  them 
to  calm  thofe  civil  Diflenfions ;  and  that  every  one 
might  freely,  and  without  Fear,  follow  his  own  Reli- 
gion :    This   he  did   the  more  feduloufly  follicit,    in 
hopes  that  this  Licenfe  would  augment  the  Schifmjs  and 
Fadion  of  their  Divifion,  and  hinder  the  People  from 
re-uniting,  and  confequently  fortifying  themfelves  a« 
Vol.  IL  H  It  •  gajnft 

^  Amxnian.  Marcelh  lib.  xx«  c.  5* 

«  Idem,  lib.  xxv.  c.  2, 

^  Vicilli,  Galilace.  Theodoret.  Hift.  Ecelcf.  lib.  iiL  o-  Ja# 

«  Idem,  lib.  XXl.  C.  2.  

-   f  Ammian.  Marcelk  lib.  xxii.  Cr  3. 
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^  gainft  him  by  their  unanimous  Intelligence  and  Con* 

*  cord  ;   having  experienced^  by  the  Cruelty  of  fome 

*  Cbriftiansj  that  there  is  no  Bcaft  in  the  World  to  much 
^  to  be  feared  by  Man,  as  Man.' 

Thefe  are  very  near  his  Words,  wherein  this  is  very 
Itefkaiotts  on  worthy  of  Confideration>  that  the  Emperor 
thh  Poli(y,  Julian  made  Ufe  of  the  fame  Receipt  of  Li- 
nvitb  regard  berty  of  Confcience,  to  inflame  the  civil  Dif- 
totbe  Liberty  fcnfions,  that  our  Ktngs  have  now  done  to 
taniT^'  extinguifh  them :  So  that  it  may  be  faid,  on 
Montaigne'/  one  fide,  *  That  to  give  the  People  the  Rdns 
Time,  to  tbt  *  to  enteruui  every  Man  his  own  Opinion 
Protdlants.  «  j^  ^^  fcatter  and  fow  Divifion,  and,  as  rt 
^  were,  to  lend  a  Hand  to  augment  it,  there  being  no 
^  Barrier  nor  Correction  of  Law  to  Hop  and  hinder  its 
^  Career  •,*  but,  on  the  other  fide,  a  Man  may  alfb  fay, 

*  That  to  give  People  the  Reins  to  entertain  trtrj  Man 

*  his  own  Opinion  is  to  mollify  and  appcafe  them  by 

*  Facility  and  Toleration,  and  dulls  the  Punt  which  is 

*  whetted  and  made  (harper  by  Singularity,  Novelty,  and 

*  Difficulty.'  And,  I  think,  it  is  more  for  the  Honour 
of  the  Devotion  of  dur  Kings,  that,  not  having  been  able 
to  do  what  they  would,  they  have  made  a  Shew  of  being 
willing  to  do  what  they  could. 


*i  ■ 


C  H  A  P.    XX. 
Hxtt  we  Tajie  nothing  Pure. 

SO  weak  is  our  Condition,  that  Things  cannot  fall 
.  into  our  Ufe  in  their  natural  Simplicity  and  Purity  $ 
fbereisno  ^^^  Elements  that  we  enjoy,  are  chansed; 
Cwvefiisncy  even  Metals  themfelves ;  and  Gold  muft  be 
aw>^/*;:&r.  debafed,  by  fome  Alloy,  to  fit  it  for  our 
^;aemj^^.  Service.  Neither  has  Virtue,  fo  fimple  as 
that  "which  Arijloj  Pyrrboy  and  alfo  the  Sioics  have  made 
the  principal  End  of  Life ;  nor  the  Cyrenak  and  Ariftippic 
Pleafure  befth  ufeful  to  it  without  a  Mixture.  Of  the 
3  Pleafure 
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Fleafure  and  Goods 


A 


t  -^ , 


from  fome  Mixture  of  o  -6  ^  1  ^"^»  ^'^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

5«^-/  ar^ri  aU,u,4.  jf  °  ^-    -li^i""" 

Something  that's  Bii  ^^^'c^     V^  Ear 

Even  amidft  our  JoL  ,  ^  -y  g  "^^  ii     '  •  ^*rd 

Our  extremeft  PieafurcT"  ^^-'I'S  o< 

complaining  in  it :  Wa 
ofAnguifh?  Nay,  when! 
Excellency,  we  paint  it  w  _ 

Languor,  Softnels,  Feeblfl  ,  « 

great  Teftimony  of  their  (\  _^  ,_«j.  mid  Confubftan- 

tiality  :  Profound  Joy  has  "more  of  Severity  than  Gaiety 
in  it :  The  extremeft  and  fuHeft  Contentment,  more  of 
the  Sedate  than  of  the  Merry.  ''  Ipfa  falicitas^  ft  nifi  tem~ 
perat,  premit :  *  Even  Felicity,  unlefs  it  moderate  itfelf, 
'  opprefleth.'  Fleafure  preys  upon  us,  according  to  the 
old  Greek  Verfe  ',  which  fays,  '  That  the  Gods  ftll  us  all 
'  the  Good  they  give  us  ;'  that  is  to  fay,  that  they  give 
us  nothing  Pure  and  Perfeift,  and  which  we  do  not  pur- 
chafe  but  at  the  Price  of  fome  Evil. 

Labour  and  Pleafure,  very  unlike  in  Nature,  aflbciate, 
neverthelefs,   by  I  know  not  what  natural    p^„,^pi 
Conjunftion.     ^  Socrates  i^yst   *  That  fome  fm-tkiiKdat 

*  God  tried  to  mix  in  one  Mafs,  and  to  con-:   emEruf.asap-, 

*  found  Pain  and  Pleafure,  but,  not  being  ^'A'^^'^ 
'  able  to  do  it,  he  bethought  him,  at  leaft,        ^" 

*  to  couple  them  by  the  Tail.'    Aletrodoruf  '  faid,  '  That 

*  in  Sorrow  there  is  fome  Mixture  of  Pleafure.*  I  know 
not,  whether  or  no  he  intended  any  Thing  elfe  by  that 
Saying  :  But,  for  my  Part,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  th^e 
is  Defign,  Confent,  and  Complacency  in  giving  a  Man's  - 

H  h  2  Self 

■  Lncret.  lib.  iv.  t.  i  i  26; 
'  Senec  Ep.  74. 

£pichsuinu$  apud  Xenofdkon.  lib.  xi.  »in,miujnfk. 
^  In  ?^A  Dialogue,  intidedJ^yi.td'Mr,  p*  376. 
'  Aletrodorus,  Seuec.  Ep.  99. 
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Self  up  to  Melancholy  j  I  fay,  that,  befides  Ambition, 
"Which  may  alfo  hav^  a  Stroke  in  the  Bufinefs,  there  is 
fome  Shadow  of  Delight  and  Delicacy,  which  fmiles  up- 
on,  and  flatters  us,  even  in  the  very  Lap  of  Melancholy. 
Are  there  not  fome  Complexions  that  feed  upon  it  ? 

. -  eft  qUtedam  fiere  volupias  ". 

t.  e. 
A  certain  kind  of  Pleafure  ^s  to  Weep. 

And  one  Jualus,  in  Seneca^  fays,  *  That  the  Memory  of 
^  our  deceafed  Friends  is  as  grateful  to  us,  as  the  Bitter* 

*  nefs  in  the  Wine,  very  old,  is  to  the  Palate  % 

'    Minijler  vetulis  puer  Falemi 
Ingere  mi  calices  amariores  **. 

4 

Thou,  Boy,  that  fiirft  the  old  Falernian  Wine, 
The  bitt*reft  pour  into  the  Bowl  that's 'mine.  . 

*  and  as  Apples  that  have  a  fweet  Tartnefs.'  Nature 
difcovcrs  this  Confufion  to  us.     Painters  hold,  *  That 

*  the  fame  Motions  and  Screwings  of  the  Face  that  ferve 

*  for  Weeping,  ferve  for  Laughter  too  ;*  and,  indeed, 
before  the  one  or  tTie  other  be  finilhed,  do  but  obferve 
the  Painter's  Conduft,  and  you  will  be  in  Doubt  to  which 
of  the  two  the  Dcfign  does  tend  :  And  the  Extrtmity  of 
Laughter  is  mixed  with  Tears  :  Nullum  Jine  auSloramento 
tnalum  eji^ :  ^  No  Evil  is  without  its  Compenfation.* 

When  1  imagine  Man  furrounded  with  all  the  Conve- 
Cenfiant  and  ^iences  that  are  to  be  defired,  let  us  put  the 
imi<ver/al Plea-  Cafe,  that  all  his  Members  were  always  feized 
M^  «^  ^j/^  with  a  Pleafure  like  that  of  Generation  in  its 
borm  by  Man.  ^^^  exceffive  Height ;  I  fancy  him  melting 
under  the  Weight  of  his  Delight,  and  fee  him  utterly  un- 
able to  fupportrfo  Pure,  lb  Continual,*  and  fo  Univerfal  a 
f^leafure :  Indeed  he  is'  running  away  whilft  he  is  there, 
and  naturally  makes  Hafte  to  efcape,  as  from  a  Place 

where 

"  Ovid.  Trift.  Eli  3.  v,  37.  n  Senec.  Epifl.  63.  •  Catul. 

Zpi&0  25.  V.  I,  z.  1?  Scnt^E^ift.  69.  3 
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where  he  cannot  (land  firm,   and  where  he  is  afraid  of-- 
finking. 

When  I  religioufly  confefs  myfelf,  I  find,  that  the  bell 
good  Quality  I  have  has  in  it  fome  Tincture  j^^^  q^  \ 
of  Vice ;  and  am  afraid,  that  Plato^  in  his  and  Evil  con-. 
pureft  Virtue  (I  who  am  as  fincere  and  per-  fitmdedin 
feft  a  Lover  of  him,  and  of  the  Virtues  of  '^^' 
that  Stamp,  as  any  other  whatever)  if  he  laid  his  Ear 
dofe  to  himfeif,  (and  he  did  fo)  he  would  have  heard 
fome  jarring  Sound  of  hum^n  Mixture  \  but  fo  obfcure 
as  only  to  be  perceived  by  himfeif :  Maa  is  wholly  and 
throughout  but  a  patched  and  motly  Compofition. 

Even  the  Laws  of  Juftice  themfelves  cannot  fubfift 
without  fome  Mixture  of  Injuftice  :    Info-    The  jujieft 
much  that  Flato  faj^s,  *  They  undertake  to    Lavjs  have 
'  cut  off  the  Hydra's  Head,  who  pretend  M^  Mixture 
«  to  purge  the  Laws,  of  all  Inconvenience/    'f^^'M'''^ 
Omne  **  magnum  exemplum  babet  aliquid  ex  iniquo^  quod  contra 
fingulos  utilitate  fublicd  rependitur :  *  Every  great  Example 

*  of  Juftice  has  in  it  fome  Mixture  of  Injuftice,  which 

*  recompenfes  the  Wrong  done  p  particular  Men,  by  its 

*  public  Utility,*  fays  Tacitus.  • 

It  is   likewife  true,  that  for   the  Bufinefs  of  Life, 
and  the  Service  of  public  Commerce,  there 
may  be  fome   Exceffes  in  the  Purity   and    J,^Ziug' 
Perfpicacity  of  our  Mind;  that  penetrating    more  proper /or 
Light  has  too  much  of  Subtilty  and  Curiofi-    4ff^irsthan 
ty  :  It  muft  be  a  little  ftupified  and  blunted,    ^IZJ!"^''"^ 
to  be  rendered  more  obedient  to  Exanfiple 
and  Praftice ;  and  a  little  veiled  and  bbfcured,  to  bear 
the  better  Proportion  to  this  dark  and  terreftrial  Life : 
And  yet  common  and  lefs  fpeculative  Souls  are  found  to 
be  more  proper,  and  more  fuccefsful  in  the  Management 
of  Affairs ;  and  the  eleyated  and  exquifite  Opinions  of 
Phiiofophy  are  unfit  for  Bufinefs  :  This  acute  Vivacity  of 
the  Mind,  and-  the  fupple  and  reftlefs  Volubility  of  itj 
difturb  our  Ncgociatioris  :    We  are  to  manage  human 
Enterprifes  more  fuperficially  and  roughly,  and  leave  a 
great  Part  to  the  Prerogatives  of  Fortune  :  It  is  not  ne- 

H  h  3  cefl^ary 

^  Tacit.  Annal,  lib.  xiv. 
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ceffary  to  examine  Affairs  with  h  much  Subtlety,  and  fo 
deeply  :  A  Man  lofes  himfelf  in  the  Confideration  of  fo 
many  contrary  Luftres,  and  various  Forms.  Volutaniibus 
res  inter  fe  pugmntes^  obtorpuerant  animi ' :  '  Whilft  they 

•  confidered  of  Things  fo  inconfiftent  in  themfclves,  they 

<  were  aftonilhed/  *Tis  what  the  Ancients  fay  of  Simo- 
nides  \   '  That  by  reafon  his  Imagination  fuggefled  to 

•  him,  upon  the  Queftion  King  Hiero  had  put  to  htm  (to 

*  anfwer  which,  he  had  many  Days  to  conjider  it)  feveral 

*  witty  and  fubtle  Arguments,  whilft  he  doubted  which 

<  was  the  moft  likely,  he  totally  defpaired  of  the  Truth.* 
He  that  dives  into,  and  in  his  Inquifition  comprehends  all 
Circumftances  and  Confequences,  hinders  his  Choice  :  A 
little  Engine,  well  handled,  is  fuffkient  for  Executions  of 
Icfs  or  greater  Weight  and  Moment :  The  beft  Managers 
are  thofe  who  are  leaft  able  to  tell  us  why  they  are  fo ; 
and  the  greateft  Talkers,  for  the  moft  part,  do  nothing 
to  Purpofe.  I  know  one  of  this  fort  of  Men,  and  a  moft 
excellent  Manager  in  Theory,  who  has  miferably  let  an 
hundred  thoufand  Livres  yearly  Revenue  flip  through  his 
Hands.  I  know  another,  who  fays,  that  he  is  able  to 
give  better  Advice  than  any  of  his  Council ;  and  there  is 
not,  in  the  World,  a  fairer  Shew  of  a  Soul,  and  of  a  good 
Underftanding,  than  he  has  -,  neverthelefs,  when  he  comes 
to  the  Tcft",  his  Servants  find  him  quite  another  Thing  •, 
not  to  briiig  his  Misfortune  into  the  Account. 


m>^m 


*C  HAP.     XXI. 

I 

Againft    SLOTH. 

THE  Emperor  Vefpafian^  being  fick  of  the  Difeafe 
whereof  he  died,  did  not,  for  all  that,  negleft  to 

InnjabatPof-  ^"9"^^^  ^^^^^  ^^e  State  of  the  Empire  ;  and, 
hire^a^PnHce  ^^^"  *^^  ^ed,  Continually  difpatched  very  ma- 
hugh  to  die.       ny  Afiairs  of  great  Confequence  5  for  which, 

being 

'  Livy,  lib.  xxxii.  c.  20. 

•  King  Hiero  had  defircd  him  to  define  what  God  was.  Cic.  <)c  Nat. 
1>tou  lib,  i.  t:.  22. 
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being  rq)roved  by  his  Phyfician,  as  a  Thing  prejudicial 
to  his  Health,  An  Emperor^  faid  he,  muft  diejianding  \    A 
iine  Saying,  in  my  Qpinicm,  and  worthy  of  a  great  Prince ". 
The  Emperor  Adrian  afterwards  made  Ufe  of  one  to  the 
fame  Furpofe  %  and  Kings  fhould  be  often  i^t  in  mind  of 
it,  to  make  them  know^  that  the  great  OiBee  conferred 
upon  them,  of  the  Command  of  fo  many  Men,  is  not  an 
idle  Employment ;  and  that  there  is  nothing  can  fo  juftly 
jdifguf}:  a  Subge^S:,  and  make  him  unwilling  to  expofe  him- 
felf  to  Labour  and  Danger  for  the  Service  of  his  Prince, 
than  to  fee  him,  in  the  mean  Time,  devoted  to  his  Eafe, 
and  to  vain  and  unmanly  Amufements ;   Nor  will  the 
Subjeft  be  foUidtous  of  his  Prince's  Prefervation,  who 
fo  much  negledls  that  of  his  People. 

Whoever  offers  to  maintain,  that  'tis  better  for  a  Prince 
to  carry  on  his  Wars  by  others,  than  in  his    fj^  ^  ^^^  ^^ 
own  Perfon,  Fortune  will  fumifh  him  with   command  his 
Examples  enough   of  thofe  whofe  Lieute-    Armies  iuFer- 
nants  have  brought  great  Enterprifes  to  a  ■^*'' 
happy  Iffue,  and  of  thofe  alfo  whofe  Prefence  has  done 
more  Hurt  than  Good.     But  no  virtuous  and  valiant 
Prince  can  bear  to  be  tutored  with  fuch  fcandalous  Lef- 
fons ;  under  Colour  of  favixig  his  Head,  like  the  Statue  of 
a  Saint,  for  the  Happinefs  of  his  Kingdom,  they  degrade 
him  from,  and  make  him  incapable  of,  his  Office,  which 
\&  Military  throughout.     I  know  one,  who  had  much  ra- 
ther be  beaten,  than  to  fleep  whilfl  another  fights  for 
him  ;  and  who  never,  without  Envy,  heard  of  any  brave 
Thing  done,  even  by  his  own. Officers,  in  his  Abfencc  : 
And  Selitna  the  Firft  faid,  with  very  good  Reafon,  in  my 
Opinion,  ^bat  ViStories^  obtained  without  the  Sovereigns^ 
'Were  never  Complete.     Much  niore  readily  would  he  have 
iaid,  that  that  Sovereign  ought  to  bluih  for  Shame,  to 
pretend  to  any  Share  in  it,  when  he  had  contributed  no- 
thing to  it,  but  his  Voice  and  Thought  -,  nor  even  io 
much  as  thofe,  confidering,  that,  in  fuch  Works  as  that, 
the  Diredfcion  and  Command  that  defer ve  Honour,  arc 
only  fuch  as  are  given  upon  the  Place,  and  in  the  Heat 

H  h  4  of 

'  Suetonius  in  Veipafian.  fcft.  xxiv. 

^"  i£l.  Spartiani  JBlius  VeroB,  fe^.  xvi.  Hill  Auguft. 
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of  the  Bufinefs.  No  Pilot  performs  his  Office  by  (land- 
ing ftill.  The  Princes  of  the  Ottoman  Family,  the  chief- 
eft  in  the  World  in  Military  Fortune,  have  warmly  em- 
braced this  Opinion  ;  and  Bajazet  the  Second,  with  his 
Son  that  fwerved  from  it,  fpending  their  Time  in  the 
Sciences,  and  other  Employments  within  Doors,  gave 
great  Blows  to  their  Empire :  And  Amuratb  the  Third, 
now  reigning,  following  their  Example,  begins  to  do  the 
fame.  Was  it  not  Edward  the  Third,  King  of  England^ 
who  faid  this  of  our  King  Charles  the  Fifth  ?  *  There  ne*- 

*  ver  was  King  who  fo  feldom  put  on  his  Arms,  and  yet 

♦  never  King  who  cut  me  out  fo  much  Work.*  He  might 
well  think  it  ftrange,  as  an  Effedb  of  Chance  more  than  of 
Reafon  :  And  let  thofe  feck  out  fome  othej-  Advocate  for 
them  than  me,  who  will  reckon  the  Kings  of  Caftile  and 
Portugal  ^mongft  the  warlike  and  magnanimous  Con- 
querors, becaufe,  at  the  Diftance  of  twelve  hundred 
Leagues  from  their  lazy  Refidence,  by  the  Condudt  of 
their  Agents,  they  made  themfelves  Matters  of  both  In^ 
dies ;  ot  which,  *tis  a  Queftion,  if  they  had  but  the  Cou^ 
rage  to  go  and  enjoy  them. 

The  Emperor  Julian  faid  yet  further,  ♦  That  a  Philofo- 

The  AaiiAty  ^  P'^^^  ^"^  ^  br^vc  Man,  ought  not  fo  much 
^md  Sobriety  ^  as  to  breathe' ;  that  is  to  fay,  not  to  allow 
nquifiti  in  any  more  to  bodily  Neceflitics,  than  what  we 
Pnnces,  eannot  refufe  -,  '  keeping  the  Soul  and  Body 

♦  ftill  intent  and  bufy  about  Things  Honourable,  Great, 

*  and  Virtuous  :•  He  was  afliamed,  if  any  one  in  Public 
faw  him  fpit  or  fweat,  (which  is  faid  by  fome  alfo  of  the 
Lacedamonian  young  Men,  and  which  Xenophon  fays  of 
the  Per/tan)  becaufe  he  conceived,  that  Exercifc,  con- 
tinual* Labour,  and  Sobriety,  ought  to  have  dried  up  all 
thofc  Superfluities.  What  Seneca  fays  will  not  be  unfit 
for  this  Place  s  which  is,  '  That  the  ancient  Romans  kept 
f  their  Youth  always  ftanding,  and  taught  them  nothing 
^  that  they  were  to  learn,  fitting  ".' 

'Tis  a  generous  Defire  to  wifti  to  Die  ufefully,  and 
like  a  Man ;  but  the  Efied  lies  not  fo  much  in  our  Refolurr 
fion,  as  in  our  good  Fortune.     A  thoufand  have  propofed 

«o 

f  Scnc$,  Ep.  8^ 
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to,  themfelves,  in  Battle,  either  to  Conquer  or  Die,  who 
have  failed  both  in  the  one  and  the  other : 
Wounds  and  Imprifonment  croffing  their  De-    ^J^X 
fign,  and  compelling  them  to  live  againft  fid  Exit  is^ 
their  Wills.  There  are  Difeafes  that  demolifli   laudable^  tM 
even  our  Dcfires,  and  our  Knowledge.    For-    '*^  f^'*^  ^ 
tune  was  not  obliged  to  fecond  the  Vanity  of  ^*J^^ 
the  Roman  Legions,  who  bound  themfelves, 
by  Oath,  *  either  to  Overcome,  or  Die/    Vi5lor^  Marct 
Fabi^  revert ar  ex  acie ;  Ji  fallo^  Jovem  patrem^  Gradivum- 
que  Marfem,  alio/que  iratos  invoco  Deos  *.     *  I  will  return 

*  (Marcus  Fabius)  a  Conqueror  from  the  Army  5  and,  if 
'  I  fail,  I  wifli  the  Indignation  of  Jove^  MarSy  and  the 

*  other  offended  Gods,  may  light  upon  me/  The  Per- 
tuguefe  fay,  *  That,  in  a  certain  Place  of  their  Conqueft 
'  of  the  IndieSj  they  met  with  Soldiers,  who  had  damned 

*  themfelves,  with  horrible  Execrations,  to  enter  into  no 

*  Compofition,  but  either  to  kill,  or  be  killed  ;  and  had 
^  their  Heads  and  Beards  fliaved  in  Token  of  this  Vow/ 
^Tis  to  much  Purpofe  to  hazard  ourfelves,  and  to  be  ob- 
ftinate  :  It  feems  as  if  Blows  avoid  thofe  that  prefent 
themfelves  too  brifkly  to  Danger  -,  and  do  not  willingly 
fall  upon  thofe  who  too  willingly  feek  them,  and  fo  de- 
feat their  Defign.  There  was  one,  who  had  tried  all 
Ways,  and  could  not  obtain  Dying  by  th^  Hand  of  the 
Enemy,  was  confh'ained,  in  order  to  make  good  his  Re- 
folution  of  bringing  home  Viftory,  or  of  lofing  his  Life, 
to  kill  himfelf,  even  in  the  Heat  of  Battle.  Among  other 
Examples,  this  is  one  :    '  Philiftus^  General  of  the  Naval 

*  Army  of  Dionyfius  the  Younger,  againfl  the  Syracufans^ 

*  prefented  them  Battle,  which  was  fharply  difputed,  their 
Forces  being  equal.  In  which  Engagement  he  had  the 
better  at  firfl,  through  his  Valour:  But,the  iS^r^r^^j 
furrounding  his  Gaily,  after  he  had,  with  great  Feats  of 
Arms  ^,  tried  to  difengage  himfelf,  and  hoping  for  no 
Relief,  with  his  own  Hand  he  took  away  that  Life 
he  had  fo  liberally,  but  in  vain,  expofed  to  the  £- 
nemy/ 

•  Muley 

'  T:t.  liv.  lib.  H.  c.  45*  y  Phaarcb  in  the  Ii&  oiBiw,  o.  8. 
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'  MttleyMoluck^  King  of  F«,  who.  Anno  1578,  won 

the  Battle  againft  Sebafiiany  King  of  Portu- 
galy  fo  famous  for  the  Death  of  three  Kings, 
and  the  Tranilation  of  that  great  Kingdom 
to  the  Crown  of  Caftiky  was  extremely  fick 
when  the  Portuguefe  entered,  in  aa  hoftUe 
manner,  into  his  Dominions ;   and»  from 
that  Day  forward,  grew . worfe  and  worfe, 
ftiil  drawing  nearer  to,  and  fordeeing  his 
End:  Yet  never  did  Man  imploy  his  own  Sufficien- 
cy more  vigoroufly  and  bravely,  than  he  did  upon 
this  Occafion.     He  found  himielf  too  weak  to  undergo 
the  Pomp  and  Ceremony  of  entering  into  this  Camp, 
which,  after  their  manner,  is  very  magnificent,  and  full 
of  Buftle  \  and  therefore  refigned  that  Honour  ^o  his 
Brother :  But  the  Office  of  a  General  was  all  that  he 
refigned;  all  the  reft,  of  Utility  and  Neceflity,  he  moft 
exadtly  and  glorioufly  performed  •,  his  Body  lying  upon 
a  Couch,  but  his  Judgment  and  Courage  upright  and 
firm  to  his  laft  Gafp,  and,  in  feme  fort,  beyond  it :  He 
might  have  wafted  his  Enemy,  who  was  indifcrcetly 
advanced  into  his  Dominions  without  ftriking  a  Blow  ; 
and  it  was  very  grievous  to  his  Heart,  that,  for  Want 
of  a  little  Life,  or  Some-body  to  fubftitute  in  the  Con- 
duft  of  this  War  %  and  of  the  Affairs  of  a  troubled 
State,  he  found  himfelf  compelled  to  feek  a  doubtful 
and  bloody  Vidory,  when  he  had  another,  better  and 
furer,  already  in  his  Power :  Yet  he  wonderfully  ma- 
naged the  Continuance  of  his  Sicknefs,  in  wafting  the 
Enemy,  and  in  drawing  them  from  the  Naval  Army, 
and  the  Sea- Ports  in  the  Coaft  of  Africay  even  till  the 
laft  Day  of  his  Life,  which  he  defignedly  referved  for 
this  great  Battle.     He  formed  the  main  Battle  in  a  Cir- 
cle, environing  the  P^r///ftf/ Army  on  every  Side;  which 
Circle,  coming  to  draw  up  clofe  together,  did  not  only 
hinder  them  in  the  Conflift,  (which  was  very  fliarp, 
through,  the  Valour  of  the  young  invading  King)  con- 
fidering  they  were,  every  Way,  to  make  a  Front ;  but 

'  alfo 
^  Thuamis,  Hill.  lib.  Ixv.  p.  24S.  the  Geneva  £dit%tt,  :q  1720*  - 
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*  alfo  prevented  their  Flight  after  the  Defeat,  fo  that, 
'  finding  all  Paffages  poffeffed  and  fhut  up,  they  were 

*  conftrained  to  clofe  up  together  again  ;  coacervanturque 

*  nonfolum  caie^  fed  etiamfuga  j  and  there  they  who  flood, 

*  and  they  who  fled,  were  flain  in  Heaps  upon  one  ano- 

*  ther,  leaving  to  tjie  Conqueror  a  very  bloody  and^mtirc 

*  Viiftory.     As  he  was  dying,  he  caufed  himfclf  to  be 

*  carried  and  hurried  from  Place  to  Place,  where  moft 
«  Need  was  ;  and,  paffing  thro'  the  Files,,  encouraged  the 
^  Captains  and  Soldiers  one  after  another.  But,  a  Corner 
^  of  his  main  Battle  being  broke,  he  was  not  to  be  re* 
^  ftrained  from  mounting  on  Horfeback,  Sword  in  Hand, 
^  He  did  his  utmoft  to  break  from  thofe  about  faim,  and 
<  to  rufh  into  the  thickeft  of  the  Battle,  they  all  the  while 

*  flopping  him,  fome  by  jthe  Bridle,  fomc  by  his  Robe, 

*  and  others  by  his  Stirrups.     I'his  laft  Effort  totally  de- 

*  prived  him  of  the  little  Life  he  had  left-,  they  again  laid 

*  him  upon  his  Couch,  but,  coming  to  himfelf  again,  he 

*  flarted,  as  it  were,  out  cf  his  Swoon,  all  other  Faculties 

*  failing,  to  give  his  People  Notice,  that  they  were  to  con- 
^  ceal  his  Death  (the  mofl  necellary  Command  he  had 

*  then  to  give,  that  his  Soldiers  might  not  be  difcouraged 

*  with  the  News)  he  expired  with  his  Finger  upon  his 
^  Mouth,  the  ordinary  Signal  for  keeping  Silence  */ 
Who  ever  lived  fo  long  and  fo  far  in  Death  ?  Who  ever 
died  more  like  a  Man  ?  The  mofl  extreme,  and  the  moft 
natural  Degree  of  entertaining  Death,  is  to  look  upon  it, 
not  only  without  Aflonifliment,  but  without  Care,  con- 
tinuing the  wonted  Courfe  of  Life  even  into  it  j  as  CtUo 
did,  who  entertained  himfelf  in  Study,  and  went  to  fleep, 
having  a  violent  and  bloody  Defign  upon  himfelf  in  hfs 
Heart,  and  the  Weapon  in  his  Hand,  to  execute  it. 

*  Thuanus,  lib.  v.  p.  248,  obferves,  that  it  was  iaid  Charles  iX  Bour^ 
hon  gave  die  fame  Signal,  when  he  was  expiring  at  the  Foot  of  the  Walls  of 
Romey  which  his  Troops  took  by  Stonn,  juft  after  his  Death. 


c  H  A  p. 
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CHAP.    XXII. 
Of  POSTS. 

1H  AVE  been  none  of  the  Icaft  able  in  this  Exercife, 
which  is  proper  for  Men  of  my  Pitch,  well-fet  and 
fliort ;  but  I  give  it  over,  it  fhakes  us  too  much  to  conti- 
nue long.  I  was  juft  now  reading,  *  Thtf  King  Cyrusy 
Toft  Horfis  *  the  better  to  have  News  brought  him  from 
frft/et  uphy  *  all  Parts  of  the  Empire,  which  was  of  a 
Cyrus.  c  y^ft  Extent,  caufed  it  to  be  tried,  how  far 

*  a  Horfc  could  go,  in  a  Day,  before  he  baited ;  and  at 

*  that  Diftance  appointed  Men,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  was  to 

*  have  Horfes  always  in  readinefs,  to  mount  thofc  on  who 

*  were  difpatched  away  to  him  ^*  And  fome  fay,  that 
this  fwift  Way  of  Travelling  is  equal  to  the  Flight  of 
Cranes. 

Cafar  fays,  *  That '  Lucius  Vlbulus  Rufus^  being  in  great 
7hey  weri  *  Haftc  to  Carry  Intelligence  to  Pompey^  rid 
itfid  fy  the  ♦  Day  and  Night,  often  taking  frefh  Horfes 
Romans.  c  fo^  the  greater  Speed  ^  and  '  himfelf  %  as 

Suetonius  reports,  '  travelled  a  hundred  Miles  a  Day  in  a 

*  hired  Coach  ;  but  he  was  a  furious  Courier,  for,  where 

*  Rivers  flopped  his  Way,   he  always  pafled  them  by 

*  fwimming,  without  turning  out  of  his  Way  to  look 

*  for  either  Bridge  or  Ford/  Tiberius  Nero^  going  to  fee 
his  Brother  Drufus  %  who  was  fick  in  Germatty^  travelled 
two  hundred  Miles  in  four  and  twenty  Aours,  having 
three  Coaches.  In  the  War  of  the  Romans^  againft  King 
Antiochus^  T.  Sempronius  Gracchus ^  fays  Livy^  Per  dijpojitos 
equos  prope  incredibili  celeritate  ab  Amphifsd  tertio  He  Pellam 
pervenit  *.    *  By  Horfes  purpofely  laid  on  the  Road,  he  rid 

*  with  almoft  incredible  Speed,  in  three  Days,  from  Am- 

*  phijfa  to  PellaJ'  And  it  appears  there,  that  they  were 
eftabliftied  Pofts,  and  not  juft  ordered  for  this  Occafion. 

Cecinnd'% 

^  Xenophon^s  Cyropoedia,  lib.  viii,  c.  6.  fedt.  9. 
«  De  Bello  Civili,  lib.  iii.  c.  4. 

*  In  Caefere,  fe6l.  57. 

•  Plin.  Nat  Hift.  lib.  vii.  c.  20. 
^  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  xxxvii.  c.  7. 
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Cecinna*s  Invcjntion,  to  fend  back  News  to  his  Family^ 
was  performed  with  much  more  Speed,  for   ScuuiOonvs  iuid 

*  he  « took  Swallows  along  with  him,  from    Pi^tom  taught 

*  Home,  and  turned  them  out  towards  their   ^^  carry  Letters. 

*  Nefts,  when  he  wguld  fend  back  any  News  ;  letting  a 

*  Mark  of  fome  Colour  upon  them  to  fignify  his  Mean- 

*  ing,  according  to  what  he  and  his  People  had  before 
«  agreed  upon/  At  the  Theatre  at  Rome^  Maftcrs  of 
Families  carried  Pigeons  in  their  Bofoms,  to  which  they 
tied  Letters,  when  they  had  a  mind  to  fend  any  Orders 
to  their  People  at  Home  ;  and  the  Pigeons  were  trained 
up  to  bring  oack  an  Anfwer.  ^  D.  Brutus  made  Ufc  of 
the  fame  Device,  when  befieged  in  Mutina ;  and  others 
clfewhere  have  done  the  fame.     /. 

In  Peruj  they  rid  Poft  upon  Men's  Shoulders,  who 
took  them  up  in  a  kind  of  Litter,  and  ran    How  they  tra-- 
with  full  Speed,  the  firft  Bearers  throwing   velUdPeftat 
their  Load  to  the  fecond,  without  making   ^^"• 
any  Stop  ^  and  (b  on. 

I  underftand,  that,  the  Walacbians^  who  are  the  Grand 
Seignior's  Couriers,  perform  wonderful  Diligences,  by 
reafon  they  have  Liberty  to  difmount  the  firft  Horfeman 
they  meet  on  the  Road,  giving  him  their  own  tired  Horie : 
To  keep  themfelves  alert,  they  gird  themfelves  tight  about 
the  Middle  with  a  broad  Belt,  as  many  others  do  ;  but  I 
could  never  find  any  Relief  by  it. 


■liWa 


CHAP.    XXIIL 

Of  ill  Means  imployed  to  a  good  End. 

THERE  is  a  wonderful  Relation  and  Correfpon- 
dence  in  this  univerfal  Syftem  of  the    p^/^^;^^  5.^^,^^ 
Works  of  Nature,  which  makes  it  plainly  ap- .  /ubjea  to  the 
pear,  that  it  is  neither  accidental,  nor  carried  fufne  Acddeni 
on  by  diverfe  Matters.     The  Difeafes  and    ^^^^tman 
Conditions  of  our  Bodies  are  alfo  manifeft  in      ^-^' 
*'     '  States, 

«  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  lo.  c.  24.        *  Idcm^  ibid,  c.  37. 
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States,  and  the  Governments  of  the  World  !  Kingdoms 
and  Republics  rife,  flourifli,  and  decay  with  Age,  as  we 
do.  We  are  fubjeft  to  a  Repletion  of  Humours  diat  are 
ufelcfs  and  dangerous,  either  of  thofe  that  are  good,  for 
even  thofe  the  Phyfieians  are  afraid  of :  And,  fincc  we 
have  nothing  in  us  that  is  ftable,  they  fay,  *  That  a  too 

•  brilk  and  vigorous  Perfeftion  of  Health  muft  be  lower- 

•  ed  and  abated  by  Art,  left,  as  our  Nature  cannot  reft 

•  in  any  certain  Situation,  and  has  not  whither  to  rife  to 

•  mend  itfelf,  it  (hould  make  too  fudden  and  too  difor- 

•  derly  a  Retreat  /  and  therefore  they  prefcribe  to  Wreft- 
krs  to  purge  and  bleed,  to  take  down  that  fuperabundanc 
Health  ;  '  or  elfe  a  Repletion  of  evil  Humours,  which  \% 

•  the  ordinary  Caufe  of  Maladies.*  States  are  very  tfften 
fick  of  the  like  Repletion,  and  therefore  diverfe  forts  of 
Purgations  have  commonly  been  ufcd.  Somctimies  a  great 
Multitude  of  Families  are  turned  out  to  clear  the  Coun- 
try ;  who  feek  out  new  Abodes  elfewhere,  or  live  upon 
others.  After  this  manner  our  ancient  Francs  came  from 
the  Heart  of  Germany^  feized  upon  GmI^  and  drove  thence 
the  firft  Inhabitants  *,  fo  was  that  infinite  Deluge  of  Men 
formed,  that  came  into  Ital^  under  the  Conduft  of  Bren- 
nuSj  and  others  :  So  the  Gofbs  and  Vandals^  alfo  the  Peo- 
ple who  now  poflefs  Greece^  left  thtir  native  Country,  to 
go  and  fettle  Abroad,  where  they  might  have  more  Room  ; 
and  there  are  fcarce  two  or  three  little  Corners  of  the 
World,  that  have  not  felt  the  EfFedt  of  fuch  Removals. 
Tht'RomanSy  by  this  Means,  erefted  their  Colonies  ;  for^ 
perceiving  their  City  to  increafe  beyond  Meafure,  they 
eafcd  it  of  the  moft  unneceflkry  People,  and  fent  them  to 
inhabit  and  cultivate  the  Lands  by  them  conquered. 

Sometimes  alfo  they  purpofely  fomented  Wars  with 
Why  the  Ro-     fome  of  their  Enemies,  not  only  to  keep  their 
mskmchofeto     Men  in  Aftion,  for  fear,  left  Idlenefs,  the' 
muki  Waru       Mother  of  Corruption,  fhould  bring  fomc 
worfe  Inconvenience  upon  them, 

£/  patimur  longa  pacts  mala^  f^Jtor  arms 
Ltixuria  incubuU^  viSlumque  ulcifcitur  orbetn  '\ 

^  Jiiv.  Sat.  vi.  V.  192, 
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i.  e. 

For  Luxury  has  introduced  fuch  Hanns9 
As  take  Revenge  for  our  viftorious  Arms. 

but  alfo  to  ferve  for  a  Blood-letting  to  their  RepubIic^* 
and  a  little  to  exhale  the  too  vehement  Heat  of  their 
Youth,  to  prune  and  clear  the  Branches  from  the  too 
luxuriant  Trunk ;  and  to  this  End  it  was,  that  they  for- 
merly maintained  b  long  a  War  with  Carthage. 

In  the  Treaty  of  Brittan^y  Edward  the  Third,  King  of 
Englandy  would  not,  in  the  general  Peace  he   p^/^fj  «/• 
then  made  with  our  King,  comprehend  ^  the    Edward  IIJ, 
ControveVfy  about  the  Dutchy  of  Brittany^    ^«5?  0/  Eng- 
that  he  might  have  a  Place  wherein  to  dif-    ^*^' 
charge  himfelf  of  his  Soldiers  ;  and  that  the  vaft  Num- 
ber of  Englijb  he  had  brought  over  to  ferve  him  in  that 
Expedition,  might  not  return  back  into  England     And 
this  was  alfo  one  Reafon  why  our  King  Philip  confcnted 
to  fend  his  Son  John  on  the  Expedition  beyond  Sea,  that 
he  might  take  along  with  him  a  great  Number  of  hot- 
brained  young  Fellows,  that  were  then  in  his  Troops. 

In  our  Times,  there  are  many  who  talk  at  this  rate, 
wifhing  that  this  hot  Commotion  that  is  now 
amongft  us,  might  difcharge  itfelf  in  fome  afirdgni^. 
neighbouring  War,  for  fear  left  the  peccant 
Humours  which  now  reign  in  this  politic  Body  of  ours, 
if  not  diffufed  farther,  (hould  keep  the  Fever  ftill  raging* 
and  end  in  our  total  Ruin  ;  and,  in  Truth,  a  Foreign  is 
much  more  fupportable  than  a  Civil  War ;  but  I  do  not 
believe,  that  God  will  favour  fo  unjuft  a  Defign,  as  to 
offend  and  quarrel  with  others  for  our  own  Advantage^ 

iV/7  mihi  tarn  valde  placeat^  Rhatnnufia  virgOj 
^od  temere  invitis  fufpiciatur  heris  \ 

/.  e. 

In  War  that  does  invade  another's  Right, 
For  fake  of  Plunder,  niay  I  ne'er  delight. 

And  yet  the  Weaknefs  of  our  Condition  does  often  pufh 
us  upon  the  Neceflity  of  making  Ufe  of  ill  Means  to  a 

good 

^  Froiflart,  Vol.  I.  c.  213,  '  Catul.  Carm.  66.  v.  78. 
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good  End.  Lycurgus^  the  moft  virtuous  and  perfedl  Li- 

Mntfircedu  giflator  that  ever  was,  invented  this  unjiift 

1^^  bad  Means  Ftadice  of  making  ^  the  Helo/es^  vfho  were 

fcr  obtaining  a  *  their  Slavcs,.  drunk  by  Force,  by  fo  doing 

g^End.  4  j^  ^.gjj^j^  j^jg  People  Tempefande  ",  to  the 

•  End,  that  the  Spartiates^  feeing  them  fo  demolilhed  and 
<  drowned  in  Wine,  might  abhor  the  Exceft  of  thisVicfe/ 
And  yet  they  were  more  to  bUme,  who,  of  Old,  gaivc 
Leave,  that  Criminals  %  to  whdt  fort  of  Death  foeVer  they 
were  condemned,  fhould  be  differed  alive  by  the  Phyfi- 
cians,  that  they  might  make  a  Difcovery  of  our  inward 
Parts  in  the  Life,  and  build  their  Art  upon  greater  Cer- 
tainty :  For,  if  we  muft  run  into  Excefles,  'tis  more  ex- 
cufable  to  do  it  for  the  Health  of  the  Soul,  than  that  of 
the  Bbdy  5  as  the  Romans  trained  up  the  People  to  Va- 
lour, and  the  Contempt  of  Dangers  and  Death,  by  thofe 
furious  Speftacles  of  Gladiators  and  Fencers,  who  fought 
it  out  till  the  laft,  cut,  and  killed  one  another  in  their 
Prefence  : 

* 

^id  vefani  aliudftbi  vuU  ars  impia  tudi^ 
^uid  mories  juvenunff  quid /anguine  pafta  voluptdi  "*  ? 

i.  e. 

Of  fuch  inhuman  Sports  what  further  Ufe  ? 
What  Pleafure  can  the  Blood  of  Men  produce  ? 

And  this  Cuftpm  continued  till  the  Emperor  Tbeodqfius^^ 
Time. 

Arripe  dilatam  tua^  dux^  in  tempora  famam^   <^ 
^odque  patris  fupereji  fuccejfor  laudis  babeto : 
NuUus  inUrbe  cadat^  cujus  ftt  pcena  Voluplas^ 
Jam  folis  content  a  feris  infamis  arena^ 
Nulla  cruentatis  homicidia  ludat  in  armis  **. 

t.  e. 
Prince,  take  the  Honours  deftin'd  for  thy  Reign, 
Inherit  ci  thy  Father  what  remain. 
Henceforth  let  none  at  Rome  for  Sport  be  flain. 

Let 

'  °*  Ptutarcb  in  the  Life  o^  Lycurgus^  c.  21.  of  Jmyot^s  Tranflation. 

"  This  is  reported  by  Cel/us^  who  does  not  difapprove  it.  A.  Corn.  Celfi 
Medidna  in  Pra-fat.  p.  7.  Edit.  Th.  1.  ab  Almcloven.  Amft.  1 7 1 3. 
^  Prudent,  lib.  ult.  v.  643.  p  Idem,  ibid. 
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Let  none  but  Beaftis  Blood  ftain  the  Theatre;^ 
And  no  more  Homicides  be  adled  there. 

tt  was^  in  Truth,  a  wondarful  Example,  and  of  Very 
great  Advantage  for  the  Inftruftion  of  the  People,  to  fed 
every  Day  before  their  Eyes  a  hundred,  two  hundred  i 
nay,  a  thoufand  Couples  of  Men  armed  againft  one  ano-^ 
ther,  cut  one  another  to  Pieces  with  fudh  Ifttrepldity,  that 
they  were  never  heard  to  utter  fo  much  as  one  Syllable 
of  Wcaknefs  or  Commiferation  ;  never  feen  to  turn  back^ 
nor  fo  much  as  to  make  one  cowardly  Motion  to  evade  a 
Blow^  but  rather  e)tpofed  their  Necks  to  the  AdVerfafies 
Sword,  and  prefented;  themfelves  to  receive,  the  Stroke* 
And  many  or  them,  when  mortally  wounded,  have  fent 
to  afk  the  Spedtators,  If  they  wert  fati^d  with  their  Be- 
haviour? and  then  they  lay  down  to  give  up  the  Ghoft 
upon  the  Place.  It  was  n6t  enough  for  them  to  FighC 
and  Die  bravely,  but  cheaifuUy  too  5  infomuch  that  they 
wefe  hifled  and  curfed,  if  they  ittadc  any  Difputc  about 
receiving  their  Death.  The  very  Maids  themfelves  egged 
them  on. 

confurgit  ad  iSius  : 

Et  quo  ties  viSior  ferrum  jugulo  inferit^  Hla 
Delicias  ait  ejfe  fuas^  pellujque  Jacentis 
Virgo  modefta  jubet  conferOo  p'ouice  rumpi  *»* 

I.  e. 

The  modeft  Virgin  is  delighted  (b 

With  the  fell  Sport,  that  fhe  Applauds  the  Bldw  % 

And  when  the  Vidor  bathes  his  bloody  Hand 

in's  Fellow's  Throaty  and  lays  him  on  the  Sand ; 

Then  (he's  moft  pleas'd,  and  (hews,  by  Signs^  (he'd  faiil 

Have  him  rip  up  the  Bofom  of  the  Slain. 

The  ancieht  Romans  only  irtiployed  Crlmihals  lA  thiS  Lef^^ 
fbn ;  but  they  afterwards  irtployed  innocent  Slaves  in  thd 
Work,  and  even  Freemen  too,  who  fdld  themfeivfes"  to 
this  EfFedt  ;  nay,  moreover.  Senators  and  Knights-  o^ 
Rome  ;  and  alfo  Women  : ' . 

Vol.  II.  1  i  ifunc 

1  Prudent,  lib.  ult,  y.  6ij* 
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Nunc  caput  im  m$rtem  venduniy  et  funus  arefUe^ 
jbquc  boficmfibi  qutfym  farat  cum  hUa  quiefcuni  \ 

They  fell  themfelves  ta  Deaths  and,  fince  the  Wars 
Are  ceasM,  each  for  himfelf  a  Foe  prepares^ 

Hos  inter  fremitus^  wyoofque  tufus^ 
"  Stat  fexus  rudis^  infciufque  ferric 
Et  pugnas  capit  improbus  virites  \ 

I.  i. 

.  Amidft  thefe  Tumuks  and  AlarffUf^ 
The  tender  &x,  unfkiird  in  Arms^ 
Challenged  each  other  to  engage. 
And  foi^ht,  as  Men,  with  equal  Rage. 

which  I  Ihould  think  ftrange  and  incredible,  if  we  were 
not  accuftomed  eycry  Day  to  fee,  in  our  *  own  Wars, 
many  Thoufands  of  Men,  of  other  Nations,  ftaking  their 
Blood  and  their  Lives  for  Money,  often  in  Quarrels 
wherein  they  have  no  manner  of  Concern. 

I 

C  H  A  P.    XXIV. 

Of  the  Roman  Grandeur. 

IW I L  L  only  fay  a  Word  or  two  of  this  infinite  Ar- 
gument, to  fhew  the  Simf^icity  of  thofe  who  com-^ 
{)are  the  pitiful  Grandeurs  of  thefe  Times  to  that  xsS  Rome. 
In  the  fevench  Book  of  Cicero^s  Familiar  EpiftleSy  (but  let 
the  Grammarians  put  out  that  Surname  of  Fmrnhar^  if 
they  pleafe^  for,,  in  Truth,  it  is  not  very  proper ;  and 
they'  who,  ihilead  of  familiar^  have  fubftituted  ad  fami^ 
KUresy  may  gather  Something  to  juftify  them  for  fo  doing, 

out 

'  "*  Man3.  Afihsft/  lib.  iv.  t.  225,  226. 
^    ^  StatittSy  Syl.  6.  lib.  i.  v.  52,  53,  5^..- 
.:'^.Wltned  the  Sw/s^  who»  though  of  the  £une  Countrv,  and  per&aps  bf 
die  iame  Family,  ierve  one  sgaiw  another^  for  Pay,  m  the  Annies  of 
France,  Holland ^  &c,  '    '  ' 
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out  of  what  Suetomus  fays,  in  the  Life  of  Cafar^    *  That 

*  he  had  a  Volume  of  Letters  of  his,  ad  fatniliares*) 
there  is  one  diredted  to  defary  being  then  in  Gaul^  whdre- 
in  Gcero  repeats  thefe  Words,  which  were  in  thd  EiWt  cff 
another  Letter  that  Cafar  had  writ  to  him  :  *  As  fot*  ikfor- 

*  cus  Puriusj  whom  you  have  reconlniendcd  to  me,  I  #ifl 

*  make  him  King  x)f  Gaftl  j  and,  if  you  would  have  mk 

*  advance  any  other  Friend  of  yours,  fend  him  to  cne  •/ 
It  was  no  new  Thing  for  a  mere  Citizen  of  Rome^  as  Cf^ 
far  then  was,  to  difpofe  of  Kingdoms  j  for  he  took  a^jr 
that  of  King  Deioiarm  from  him,  to  give  it  to  a  Gentle- 
man of  the  City  of  Pergarmm^  called  Mitbridates  *•  Anfl 
they  who  writ  \)x%  Life,  record  feveral  Cities  by  him  fold*; 
and  Suetonius  fays,  >  That  -he  had,  at  once,  from  King 

*  Ptoiomyj  near  6060  Talents,  or  three  Millions  and  C\x 

*  hundred  thoufand  Crowns,*  which  Was  almoft  the  fame 
as  felling  him  his  own  Kingdom. 

Tol  GaiaUj  tot  Pontus^  tot  Lydia  nummis  '• 

u  e. 

Such  Sums  of  Money  did  he  raifc,  as  thefe. 
From  Pontus^  Lydia^  and  the  Galatcs. 

Mark  AntboiTf  faid,  ^  That  the  Grandeur  of  the  People  of 
^  Rome  was  not  fo  much  feen  in  what  they  ^. 

*  took,  as  in  what  they  gave  '^.'    Yet,  many    d^Hwd*^^^ 
Years  before  AiUbomy^  they  had  dechroned   bisCtrnqn^s^ 
one  amongft  the  reft  with  fo  wonderful  Au-    ^'^^^ 
thority,  that,  in  ^dl  the  Roman  Hirftory,   I  -^S^JT 
have  not  pbferved  any  Thing  that  more  de-  ^ 
notes  the  Height  of  their  Power,     /intiochus  pofiefied  all 
Egypt y  and  was,  moreover,  ready  to  conquer  Cyprus^  and 
other  Appendixes  of  that  Empire ;  when,  being  upon  the 
Progrefs  of  his  Viftories,  C.  Popilius  came  to  him  from 
the  Senate,  and,  at  their  firft  Meeting,  refufed  to  take  him 
by  the  Hand,  till  he  had  read  his  Letters,  which  after  the 
King  had  perufed,  and  told  him,  he  would  confider  pf 

I  i  2  the0i> 

«  Lib.  vii.  Ep.  5,  Ciccronis  Cxfari  Impen 

^  Cic.  de  Divinat.  lib.  ii.  c.  37. 

*  Claad.  in  Eutrop.  lib.  i.  c.  203* 

y  Plutarcby  in  the  Life  ofJnthofff,  c.  2» 
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them,  PopHius  TMdtz  Circle  about  him  with  the  Stick  he 
had  in  his  Hand,  faying,  *  Return  me  an  Anfwer,  that 
^  I  may  carry  it  back  to  the  Senate,  before  thou  ftirreft 
'fi  9ut  of  this  Circle  ^'  Antiocbus^  aftoni&ed  at  the  Rough- 
jieia  of  fo  urgent  a  Command,  after  a  little  Paufe,  replied, 
^- 1  will  obey  the  Senate's  Command ;'  and  then  it  was 
that  Papilius  faluted  him  as  a  Friend  to  the  People  of 
'Rtme.  After  having  quitted  Claim  to  fo  great  a  Monar* 
rhy,  and  in  fuch  a  Torrent  of  fuccefsful  Fortune,  upon 
three  Words  in  Writing ;  in  JBarneft  he  had  Realbn^  as 
lie. did,  to  fend  the  Senate  Word,  by  his  Ambafladiors, 
f  chat  he  had  received  their  Order  with  the  fame  Refpeft, 

*  as  if  it  had  arrived  from  the  immortal  Gods  ■.* 

•..  AH  the  Kingdoms,  that  Juguftus  gained  by  the  Right 
jFh  the  Ro-  ^^  Conqueft,  he  either  reftored  to  thofe  who 
3nans  reftored  had  loft  them,  or  prefented  them  to  Stran« 
their  conquered  gers.  And  Tactlus^  in  Rjdfcrence  to  this, 
^^1^!Jer      fp^^king  of  Cogidunus,  King  oiEnglandj  gives 

'  us  a  wonderful  Inftance  of  that  infinite  Pow- 
er :  '  The  Romans^  fays  be^  were,  from  all  Antiquity,  ac- 
^  cullomed  to  leave  the  Kings  they  had  fubdued,  tn  Pof* 

*  feflion  of  their  Kingdoms  under  their  Authority,  that 
.*  they  might  have  even  Kings  to  be  their  Slaves  :  Ut  ba- 

*  Cerent  inftt^menta  fervhutis^  et  Reges  ^.  'Tis  likely,  that 
Sclymaftj  whom  we  have  feen  make  a  Gift  of  Hungary^ 
and  other  Principalities,  had  therein  more  Refpeft  to  this 
Confideration;  than  to  that  he  was  wont  to  alledge,  viz. 

*  That  he  was  glutted  and  overcharged  with  fo  many 
^  Monarchies,  and  fo  much  ^Dominion,  as  his  own  Va- 

*  lour,  or  that  of  his  Anceftors,  had  acquired.* 

»  Tit  Liv.  lib.  xiT.  c»  I  J.  •  Idem,  ibid.  c.  23.  *  I^em.  in 

Vita  Julii  Agriool** 
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Not  to  counterfeit  Sickness.^ 

TH  £  R  £  is  2L  choice  Epigram  in  Martial^  for  he 
has  of  all  forts,  where  he  pleafantly    Oota  comair-  ' 
tells  the  Story  of  C^lius^  who,  to  avoid  mak-  /eit  became  a 
ing  his  court  to  fpme  great  Men  of  Rome^  to   '^^  ^^' 
go  to  their  Levee,  ai>d  to  attend  them  Abroad,  pretend- 
ed to  have  the  Gbut ;  and,  the  better  to  colour  it,  anoint- ' 
ed  his  Legs,  had  them  fw^thed  up,  and  perfeAly  coun^ ' 
tcrfeited  both  the  Gefture  and  Countenance  of  a  gouty 
Perfon  ;  till,  io  the  End*  Fortune  did  him  the  Kindneft ' 
to  give  him  the  Gout  in  Earneft. 

Tanfum  cur  a  fotefi  it  ars  doloris^ 
DefiU  fingere  Calius  podagram  % 

i.  e. 

The  Power  of  Counterfeiting  is  fo  great, 
Calius  has  ceas'd  the  Gout  to  counterfeit. 

I  think  I  have  read,  fomewhere  in  Appian^  a  Story,  like 
this,  of  one  who,  to  efcape  the  Profcriptions 
of  the  Triumviri  of  Rome^   and  the  better   ^"'^1%. 
to  be  concealed  from  the  Difcovery  of  thofe   came  really 
who  purfued  him,  having  maiked  himfelf  in    hUndinmte 
a  Difguife,  did  alfo  add  this  Invention,  *  to   f^J}^^^  ^ 

*  counterfeit  having  but  one  Eye  J  but,  when  feitedlt, 

*  he  came  to  have  a  little  more  Liberty,  arjd  *        . 
'  went  to  take  off  the  Plaifter  he  had  a  great  while  worn 

*  over  his  Eye,  he  found  he  had  totally  loft  the  Sight  of' 

*  it.^  'Tis  poffible,  that  the  Adlion  ot  Sight  was  dulled, 
iov  having  been  fo  long  without  Excrcife,  and  that  the 
Optic  Power  was  wholly  retired  into  the  other  Eye  :  For, 
we  evidently  perceive,  that  the  Eye  we  keep  Ihut,  fendS; 
fome  Part  of  its  Virtue  to  its  Fellow,  which  tnereby  fwells. 
^od  grows  bigger ;  moreover,  the  fitting  ftill,  with  the 

J  i  3  .   ,     Heat 

<  Mart,  Epig.  $8^  lib.  vii.  y.  8, 9. 
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Heat  of  the  Ligatures  and  Plaifters,  might  very  well 
have  brought  fome  gouty  Humour  upon  this  DUIembler 
in  Martial. 

Reading,  in  Froiffard  %  the  Vow  of  a  Company  of  young 
mdkulous  Engli/h  Gallants,  •  to  carry  their  left  Eyes 
Vow  of  Jim  *  bound  up  till  they  were  arrived  in  France^ 
jouwf  EnglHh  <  and  had  performed  fome  notable  Exploit 
CaB^Mts.  c  againftus:'     I  have  often  been   tickled, 

with  the  Conceit  of  its  befalling  them  as  it  did  the  before- 
named  Romany  and  that  they  found  they  had  but  one  Eye 
apiece  when  they  returned  to  their  Miftreifes,  for  whofe 
Sakes  they  had  entered  into  this  ridiculous  Vow. 

Mothers  have  Reafon  to  rebuke  their  Children^  when 
^"[b  proper  to  ^^^y  counterfeit  having  but  one  Eye,  Squint- 
binder  CM-  ing,  Lamcnefs,  or  other  fuch  peribnal  De- 
dren/rom  couff-    fetis 'y  for,  befides  that  their  Bodies,  being 

^^D^IT"  ^^^^  ^^  tender,  may  be  fubjeft  to  take  an  ifi 
jM     eje  s.      ggj^j^    Fortune,  I  know  not  how,  fometimes 

feems  to  delight  to  take,  us  at  our  Word ;  and  1  have 
heard  fevcral  Inftances  of  People  who  have  become  really 
fick,  by  only  feigning  to  be  fo.  I  have  always  ufed, 
whether  on  Horfcback,  or  on  Foot,  to  carry  a  Stick  in 
my  Hand,  and  fo  as  to  afFeft  doing  it  with  a  Grace.  Ma- 
ny have  threatened  me,  that  this  afieftcd  Hobbling  would, 
one  Day,  be  turned  into  Necefiity,  that  is,  «  that  I  fliould 
*  be  the  firft  of  my  Family  to  have  the  Gout.* 

But  let  us  lengthen  this  Chapter,  and  etch  it  out  with 
Inftanceofa  ^^othcr  Piece,  Concerning  Blindnefs.  Plim 
Wan  who  reports  of  one,  ^  that  dreaming  he  was  blind, 
n^as  deprived  *  found  himfclf  fo  ncxt  Day,  without  any 
g^*«iA«    *  preceding  Malady  V    The  Force  of  Ima- 

gination  might  affift  in  this  Cafe,  as  I  have 
Aid  elfewhere,  and  Pliny  feems  to  be  of,  the  fame  Opi- 
nion \  but  it  is  more  likely,  that  the  Motions  the  Body 
:felt  within  (whereof  the  Phyficians,  if  they  pleafe,  may 
find  out  the  Caufe)  which  took  away  his  Sight,  were  the 
Occaiion  of  bis  Dream. 

Let 

*  Vol.  I,  c.  29.  *•  Nat.  Jlifl,  lib,  vii.  c.  50. 
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Let  us  add  another  Story,  of  much  the  fame  Nature, 
which  Seneca  relates,  in  one  of  his  Epiflles  •.  jif^jh  j/fr^ 
'  You  know,  fajs  be^  writing  to  Lucilius,  nuwywho/ell 
that  Harpafte^  my  Wife's  Fool,  is  thrown  ^/^w,  /oumt 
upon  my  Family  as  an  hereditary  Charge,  ^^^  ^^i^^ 
for  I  have  naturally  an  Averfion  to  thofe  i^'/Ha,  j,  ^ 
Monfters ;  and,  if  I  have  a  mind  to  too  dark :  A 
la^gh  at  a  Fool,  I  need  not  feek  him  far,  RffenMMt  of 
I  can  laugh  at  myfelf.  This  Fool  has  fud-  %^^' 
denly  lofl:  her  Si^t :  I  tell  you  a  ftrange,  ^ 
but  a  very  true  Thing ;  fhe  is  not  fenuble  that  Ihe  \% 
blinds  but  eternally  importunes  her  Keeper  to  take  her 
Abroadj  becaufe  fhe  fays  my  Houfe  is  dark  :  But,  be*- 
lieve  me,  that  what  we  laugh  at  in  her,  happens  to  e- 
vcry  one  of  us  :  No  one  knows  himfelf  to  be  avari- 
cious. Befides,  the  Blind  call  for  a  Guide,  but  we 
wander  of  our  own  Accord.  I  am  not  ambitious, 
we  fay,  but  a  Man  cannot  live  otherwife  at  Rome: 
I  am  not  waftefiil,  but  the  City  requires  a  great  Ex- 
pence  :  *Tis  not  my  Fault  if  1  am  Choleric  ;  and,  if 
I  have  not  yet  eflabliihed  any  certain  Courfe  of  Life, 
'tis  the  Fault  of  Youth.  Let  us  not  look  Abroad  for 
our  Difeafe,  *tis  in  us,  and  planted  in  our  Inteftines : 
And  otir  not  perceiving  ourfelves  to  be  fick  even  ren- 
ders us  more  hard  to  be  cured  :  If  we  do  not  betimes 
begin  to  drefs  ourfelves,  when  fiiall  we  have  done  with 
fo  many  Wounds  and  Evils  that  affliA  us  ?  And  yet  we 
have  a  moft  pleafant  Medicine  in  Philofophy  ;  of  all 
others,  we  are  not  fenGble  of  the  Pleafure  till  after  the 
Cure  ;  this  pleafes  and  heals  at  the  fame  Time/  This 
is  what  Seneca  lays,  who  has  carried  me  from  my  Subjedl  ^ 
but  'tis  a  Digreifion  not  unprofiuble. 

f  Ep,  50. 


I  i  4  CHAP. 
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C  H  i>  P.    XXVI. 
Of  r  H  U  M  B  S. 

T  AC  If  US  ^  reports,  ths^t,  twnongft  ccruin  Bur^a- 
rian  Kinss,  their  Manner  was,  wheA  they  woiild 
m^ke  ^  firm  Obligation,  to  join  their  right 
fcn^^tbe      Hands  c^lofe  together,  and  twift  eaph  other'$ 
Thumbs,  Thumbs  J  and  when,  by  Forge  of  Pr^flure, 

^wounding         the  Blood  appeared  in  the  Ends,  they  lightly 

^^tuif^d'   P"^k^^  x^Citm  with  fome  (harp  Inftrumcnr, 
^'      ^  '     iand  mutually  fucked,  them. 

Phyficians  fey,  *  that  the  Thumb  is  the  Maftcr-finger 
^tmdogj  of  '  ^^  ^^^h  Hand,  and  that  the  Latin  Etymo- 
ihelA^Word   '  logy  is  derived  frqm  Poller e  '/  The  Greeks 

PoUcx,  for       called  it  aM»x«*f »  ^  who  fhoqld  fay,  another 
Thumb.  ^^^^^     ^jj^j  i^  fggj^j^  jj^^^  ^^  i^fi^  alfq 

fometimes  tq,ke  it,  in  this  Senfe,  feu:  (he  whpl?  Hv^^  >. 

{^^J  nee  vocibus  excitata  hlandisj 
MoHi  pojlicc  nee  rogata  JurgU  '• 

^bZb^deuot         ^^  ^^^'  ^^  ^^^^*  ^  Signification  of  Fa- 
fdfUour.a^  vour,    to    tufn    down,    and    clap    ip    the 

fwbenpifguft.      Thumbs  j 

Fautqr  Htrc^ue  tuum  laudabit  polliee  ludum  \ 

i.  e. 

Thy  Patron,  when  thou  mak'ft  thy  Sport, 
Will  with  both  Thumbs  applaud  thee  for*t, 

;in4  of  Disfavour  tq  lift  them  up,  and  thruft  thepi  out- 
ward I 

converfo  pcllice  vulgi 

^emjibef  Q^cidunt  populaxiter  ^j 

i.  e^ 

*  Annal.  lib.  xii, 

^  This  fcems  to  tc  taken  from  Macroiius's  Satuns.  lib.yii.  0-13,  who 
^k  it,  in  his  Turn,  from  J^iicus  Capito. 


*  Mart.  lib.  xii.  Epig.  99.  v.  8,  9. 
i  Horatj  lib.  i.  Ep.  18.  v,  66. 

*  Jnv^  gat.  ill,  y,  36^ 
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The  Vulgar,  with  up-lifted  Thumbs,  ^ 

Kill  each  one  that  before  them  comes  ^ 

The  Romans  exempted  from  War  all  fuch  as  were  maimr 
oA  in  the  Thumbs,  as  Perfons  not  able  to    <rL^r  ^^, 
bear  Arms.    Auguftus  confifcated  the  Eftate   cJ off  their 
of  a  Roman  Knight,  ^  who  had  malicioufly   Thumbs,  ivhj 

*  cut  off  the  Thumbs  of  two  young  Children  ft^Jbedhy  the 
^  he  had,  to  excufe  them  from  going  into   *^"^^^- 

^  the  Armies  "  -,  *  and,  before  him,  the  Senate,  in  the 
Time  of  the  Italian  War,  condemned  Caius  Valtenus  to 
perpetual  Imprifonment,  and  confifcated  all  his  Goods, 
^  for  having  purpofely  cut  oiF  the  Thumb  of  his  lefc 

*  Hand,  to  exempt  himfelf  from  that  Expedition  ''.• 
Some  one,  I  have  forgot  who,  having  won  a  Naval 

Battle,  *  cut  off  the  Thumbs  of  all  his  van-   TbmAsofthi 

*  quifhed  Enemies,  to  render  them  incapable   vanfuified  E- 

*  of  Fighting,  and  of  handling  the  Oar/    nmycutoff. 
The  Athenians  alfo  caufed  the  Thumbs  of  thofe  of  ASgiua 
to  be  cut  off,  *  to  deprive  them  of  the  Preference  in  the 
^  Art  of  Navigation  ".'     And,   in  Laced^monia^  Peda- 
gpgucs  chaftifed  their  Scholars  by  biting  their  Thumbs. 


Q  H  A  P.    XXVIL 

Cowardife  the  Mother  ^/'Cruelty. 

IH  A  V  E  often  heard  it  faid,  *  That  Cowardife  is  the 
^  Mother  of  Cruelty  •,*  yet  I  have  found,    Cmelty  the 
by  Experience,  that  that  malicious  and  in-    eommon  Effea 
humane  Animofity  and  Fiercenefs  is  ufually    ^f  ^^'warSfe. 
accompanied  with  a  feminine  Faintnefs.     I  have  feen  the 

mod; 

'  This  was  a  metaphorical  Manner  of  Speech,  taken  from  the  Arena. 
When  a  Gladiator  was  thrown  in  Fic^dng,  tne  People  alked  his  Life,  by 
turning  down  their  Thumbs,  or  his  Death  by  lifting  them  up. 

"»  Suet,  in  Caefar.  Augufto,  feft.  24. 

"  Val.  Max.  lib.  v.  c.  3,  feft.  j,  ^ 

®  Jdem>  ibid.  lib.  ix.  in  Extermsi  fe{t  9f 
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moft  cruel  People,  and  upon  frivolous  Occafions,  very- 
apt  to  cry.  Alexander y  the  Tyrant  of  Pberes^  durft  not  be 
a  Spe£tator  of  Tragedies  on  the  Theatre,  for  Fear  left  his 
Subjects  fhould  fee  him  weep  at  the  Misfortunes  of  He^ 
tuba  and  Andromache  ^  ^  *  the'  he  himfelf  caufed  fo  many 

*  People  every  Day  to.  be  cruelly  murdered.'  Is  it  vmt 
Meannefs  of  Spirit,  that  renders  them  fo  pliable  to  all 
Extremities  ?  Valour  (whoie  Effect  is  oply  to  be  eicer-* 
cited  againft  Refiftance, 

Ne(  nifi  beUantis  gaudet  cervice  juvenci  *• 

.  i.  e. 

neither,  unlefs  it  fight. 
In  conquering  a  Bull'  does  he  delighr.) 

fl^ops  when  he  fees  the  Enemy  at  its  Mercy  ;  but  Fufilla- 
nimity,  to  fay,  that  it  was  alfo  in  the  Action,  not  having 
Courage  to  meddle  in  the  firft  Adt,  rufhes  into  the  ie^ 
cond,  of  Blood  and  Maflacre,  The  Murders  in  Viftories 
are  cbmmonly  performed  by  the  Rafcality,  and  Qf&cers 
of  the  Baggage  -,  and  that  which  caules  fomany  unheard^ 
of  Cruelties,  in  domeftic  Wars,  is,  *  that  the  Dregs  of 
^  the  People  are  flulhed  in  being  up  to  the  Elbows  in 

*  Blood,  and  ripping  up  Bodies  that  lie  proftrate  at  their 

*  Feet,  having  no  Senic  of  any  other  Valour/ 

Et  lupusy  et  turpes  inftant  morientibus  urjij 
Et  quiecunque  minor  noUlitatifera  eft  \ 

None  but  the  Wolves,  the  filthy  Bears,  and  all 
Th'  ignoble  Beafts,  will  on  the  Dying  fall. 

Like  cowardly  Curs,  that,  in  the  Houfe,  worry  and  tear 
in  Pieces  the  Skins  of  wild  Beafts,  which  they  durft  not 
attack  in  the  Field.  What  is  it,  in  thefe  Times  of  ours» 
that  caufes  our  mortal  Quarrels  ?  And  how  comes  it, 
that,  where  our  Anceftors  had  fome  Degree  of  Revenge, 
we  now  begin  with  the  laft  Degree,  and  that,  at  the  firft 

Meeting, 

P  Phttarch  in  the  Life  d[  PdppidaSy  ch.  15. 

^  Qaud.  ad  Hadrianum,  v.  30. 

'  Ovid.  TriH.  lib.  iii.  Elcg.  J.  V.  3j. 
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Meeting,  nothing  is  to  be  faid,  but  Kill  ?  What  is  this 
but  Cowardife  ? 

Every  one  is  fenfible,  that  there  is  more  Bravery  and 
Difdain  in  fubduing  an  Enemy,  than  in  cut-    jj^.^^    ^^ 
ting  his  Throat }  and  in  making  him  yield,    rendered  of  m 
than  in  putting  him  to  the  Sword  :  Befides    BffeabykilUng 
that,  the  Appetite  of  Revenge  is  better  af-    ^^^^^^ 
fwaged  and  pleafed,  becaufe  its  only  Aim  is  to  make  itfelf 
felt :  And  this  is  the  Rcafon  why  we  do  not  fall  upon  a 
Block  or  a  Stone  when  they  hurt  us,  becaufe  they  are  noc 
capable  of  feeling  our  Revenge  ;  and  to  kill  a  Man  is  to 
fhelter  him  from  the  Hurt  we  intend  him.     And  as  Bias. 
cried  out  to  a  wicked  Fellow,  '  I  know  that,  fooner  or  la- 
^  ter,  thou  wilt  have  thy  Reward,  but  I  am  afraid  I  (hall 
^  not  fee  it.'    And  as  the  Orcbomenians  complained,  ^  that 

*  the  Penitence  of  Lycifcus^  for  the  Treafon  committed 
^  againft  them,  came  at  a  Time  when  there  was  no  one 

*  remaining  alive  of  thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in  it, 

*  and  whom  the  Pleafure  of  this  Penitency  muft  have 

*  afFefted  \  fo  Revenge  1%  to  be  repented  of,  when  the 
Perfon  on  whom  it  is  executed,  lofes  the  Means  of  fuffer- 
ing  it :  For  as  the  Avenger  defires  to  fee  and  enjoy  the 
Pleafure  of  his  Revenge,  fo  the  Perfon  on  whom  he  takes 
Revenge,  ihould  be  a  Spedator  too,  to  be  mortified  by 
it,  and  brought  to  Repentance.  He  ihall  repent  it,  we 
fay,  and,  becaufe  we  have  given  him  a  Piftol-fhot  through 
the  Head,  do  we  imagine  he  will  repent  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, if  we  but  obferve,  we  ihall  find,  that  he  makes  a 
Mouth  at  us  in  falling ;  and  is  fo  far  from  repenting,  that 
he  does  not  fo  much  as  repine  at  us  :  And  we  do  him  the 
kindeft  Office  of  Life,  which  is  to  make  him  die  fpeedily 
and  infenfibly  :  We  are  afterwards  to  hide  ourfelves,  and 
to  fhift  and  fly  from  the  Officers  of  Juftice,  who  purfue 
us  ;  and  all  the  while  he  is  at  reft.  Killing  is  good  to 
fruilrate  a  future  Injury,  not  to  revenge  one  that  is  alrea- 
dy paft  i  and  *tis  more  an  Ad  of  Fear  than  Bravery,  of 
Precaution  than  Courage,  and  of  Defence  than  of  Offence : 
It  is  manifeft  that  by  it  we  abandon  both  the  true  End  of 
Revenge,  and  the  Care  of  our  Reputation ;  we  are  afraid, 

3     •  if 
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if  he  lives,  he  will  do  us  fuch  another  Injury  ;  not  out  of 
Animofity  to  him,  but  Care  of  thyfclf,  that  thou  riddeft 
him  out  of  the  Way. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Tfarfingua^  this  Expedient  would  be 
Diuh  conmm,  "'"^l^fs  to  US  :  there  not  only  Soldiers,  but 
and  autborifcd  Tradefmen  alfo  end  their  Differences  by  the 
in  the  Kingdom    Sword.    *  Thc  King  never  denies  the  Field 

rf  Narfingua.     ,   ^^  ^^^y  ^^^  ^^^  ^jj  ggj^^  .   ^^^^  ^\it,Ti  they 

•  are  JPerfons  of  Quality,   he  looks  on,  rewarding  thc 

•  Viftor  with  a  Chain  of  Gold  -,  for  which  any  one  that 

•  will,  may  fight  with  him  who  wears  it  s  Thus,  by  com- 

•  ing  off  from  one  Combat,  he  is  engaged  in  many/  If 
we  thought,  by  Valour,  to  be  always  Mafters  of  our  E- 
nemies,  and  to  triumph  over  them  at  Pleafure,  we  fhould 
be  ferry  they  Ihould  efcape  from  us  as  they  do,  by  dying  ; 
but  we  have  a  mind  to  conquer  more  with  S^Stly  than 
Honour,  and,  in  our  Quarrel,  more  purfuc  thc  End  than 
the  Glory. 

Aftnius  Pollio^  who,  for  being  a  worthy  Man,  was  Icfs 
Pollio'j  Libel     to  be  cxcufed,  committed  a  like  Error,  who 
figtiinft  Plan-     having  writ  a  Libel  againft  Plancusj  •  defer-  , 
^"''  *  red  to  publifli  it,  till  he  was  long  dead  * ;  * 

Which  is  to  make  Mouths  at  a  blind  Man,  to  rail  at  one 
that  is  deaf,  and  to  wound  a  Man  that  has  no  feeling,  ra- 
ther than  to  run  the  Hazard  of  his  Rcfentment.  And 
Plancus  is  made  to  fay,  in  his  own  Behalf,  *  That  it  was 

•  only  for  Ghofts  to  ftruggle  with  the  E)ead.'  He  that 
ftays  to  fee  the  Author  die,  whofe  Writings  he  intends  to 
quarrel  with,  what  does  he  but  declare,  that  he  would 
bite,  but  has  not  Teeth  ?    It  was  told  Ariftotle^  ^  That 

•  fome  one  had  fpoken  ill  of  him.'     *  Let  him  do  more, 

•  faid  he^  let  him  whip  me  too,  provided  I  am  not  there.* 

Our  Fathers  contented  themfelves  to  revenge  an  Injury 
ne  Lye  re-       with  the  Ljre,  the  Lye  with  a  Box  on  the 
wngednvitb      Ear,  and  fo  forward  j  they  were  valiant  c- 
ahcxoHthi      nough  not  to  fear  their  Adverfary,  both  liv- 
^'  ing  and  provoked  :  We  tremble  for  Fear,  fo 

long  as  we  fee  them  on  Foot.     And,  that  this  is  fo,  is  it 

not 

•  Plin/s  ,Preface  to  Veffafian. 


Gh.  XXVII.    Cowardife  the  Mother  of  Cruelty.       49  j 

not  our  noble  Pradticc  of  thefe  Days  equally  to  profecutc 
to  Death  both  him  that  has  offended  us,  and  him  whom 
we  have  offended  ? 

'Tis  alfo  a  kind  of  Cowardife,  that  has  introduced  the 
Cuftom  of  Seconds,  Thu-ds,  and  Fourths  in  Secsnds  intro^ 
our  Duels  :  They  were  formerly  Duels,  they  duced.inDutlf^ 
are  now  Skirmiflies  and  Battles.  The  firft  h  Conum-dife. 
Inventors  of  this  Praftice  feared  to  be  alone,  ^um  in  ft 
cuique  minimum  Jidiuia  ejfet :  *  They  had  little  Confidence 
'  in  themfelves.'  For,  naturally,  any  Company  whatever, 
is  comfortable  and  afTifting  in  Danger.  Third  Perlons 
were  formerly  called  in  to  prevent  Difordcr  and  foul  Play 
only,  and  to  be  Witnefles  of  the  Succefs  of  the  Combat, 
But  fince  they  have  brought  it  to  this  pafs,  that  they 
themfelves  engage,  whoever  is  invited  cannot  handfomely 
ftand  by  as  an  idle  Spedator,  for  fear  of  being  fuipeded 
either  of  Want  of  Affeftion  or  Courage,  Bcfides  the  In- 
juftice  and  Unworthinefs  of  fuch  an  AAion,  the  engaging 
other  Force  and  Valour,  in  the  Protedion  of  your  Ho- 
nour, than  your  own  ;  I  conceive  it  a  Difadvantage  to  a 
brave  Man,  and  who  wholly  relies  upon  himfelf,  to  fhufflc 
his  Fortune  with  that  of  a  Second,  fince  every  one  runs 
Hazard  enough  for  himfelf,  without  running  it  for  ano« 
ther,  and  has  enough  to  do  to  depend  on  his  own  Valour 
for  the  Defence  of  his  Life,  without  intruding  a  Thing 
fo  dear  in  a  third  Man's  Hand :  For,  if  it  be  not  exprelly 
agreed  on  before  to  the  contrary,  'tis  a  combined  Party 
of  all  four,  and,  if  your  Second  be  killed,  you  have  twa 
to  deal  withal  with  good  Reafon.  And  to  fay,  that  it  is 
foul  Play  ;  it  is  fo  indeed,  as  it  is  for  one,  well-armed,  to 
attack  a  Man  that  has  but  the  Hilts  of  a  broken  Sword 
in  his  Hand,  or  for  a  Man  clear,  and  in  a  whole  Sktn,  to 
fall  on  a  Man  that  is  already  defperately  wounded ;  but, 
if  thefe  be  Advantages  you  have  got  by  fighting,  you. 
may  make  Ufe  of  them  without  Reproach  :  All  that  is 
weighed  and  confidered  is  the  Difparity  and  Inequality  of 
the  Condition  of  the  Combatants  when  they  begun  ;  as 
to  the  reft,  you  charge  it  upon  Fortune :  And  though 
you  had  alone  three  Enemies  upon  you  at  once,  your 
two  Companions  being  killed,  you  have  no  more  Wrong 
3  done 
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()  di  le  Jpade  borribilmente  urtarfi 

Amezzo  il  ferro^  il  pie  d^orma  non  parte : 
Sempre  e  il  pie  fermOj  e  la  man  fempre  in  moto  % 
Ne  fcende  taglio  in  van  ne  puHta  a  voto  ^. 

i.  e. 
They  neither  (hrank,  nor  Vantage  fought  of  Ground^ 

They  travefs'd  not,  nor  (kipp'd  from  Part  to  Part  j 
Their  Blows  were  neither  falfe,  nor  feigned  found. 

Their  Wrath,  their  Rage  would  let  them  ufe  no  Art^ 
Their  Swords  together  clalh  with  dreadful  Sounds 

Their  Feet  Hand  faft,  and  neither  ftir  nor  ftart  j 
They  move  their  Hands,  ftedfaft  their  Feet  remain » 
Nor  Blow,  nor  Foin  they  ftruck,  or  thruft  in  vain  *. 

Butts,  Tilts,  and  Tournaments,  the  Images  of  warlike 
Fights,  were  the  Exercifes  of  our  Forefathers, 

This  other  Exercife  is  fo  much  the  lefs  Noble,  as  it  only 
J  imJicent  rc^P^fts  a  private  End ;  as  it  teaches  us  to 
Jii,  hecaufe  ^U""  ^^^  another,  againft  Law  and  Juftice, 
itmlucesus  and  as  it  always  produces  mifchievous  Ef-^ 
to  Break  the       fefts.     It  is  much  more  worthy  and  becom- 

'^^'  ing  to  exercife  ourfelves    in    Things    that 

ilrengthen,  than  that  weaken  our  Governments,  and  that 
tend  to  the  public  Safety,  and  common  Glory,  ■  Pub^ 
Jius  Rutilius  Con/us  was  the  firft  that  taught  the  Soldiers 

*  to  handle  their  Arms  with  Skill,  and  joined  Art  to  Va- 

*  lour  5  not  for  the  Ufe  of  private  Quarrel,  but  for  War, 

*  and  the  Quarrels  of  the  People  of  Rome : '  A  popular 
and  civil  Art  of  Fencing.  And,  befides  the  Example  of 
Cajar^  ^  who  commanded  his  Men  to  ihoot  chiefly  at  the 

*  Faces  of  Pompey*s  Gens-d^ Armes^  in  the  Battle  of  Pbar- 
^  falia  \  2l  thouland  other  Commanders  have  alio  be- 
thought them  to  invent  new  Forms  of  Weapons,  and  new 
Ways  of  flriking  and  defending,  according  as  Occafion 
fliould  require. 

'Tis  ufeUfs  and  ^"^  ^^  Phitop^emen  *  condemned  Wreftling, 
detrimental  in  'therein  be  excelled,  *  becaufe  the  Preparatives, 
Military  Com-  *  that  were  therein  imployed,  were  different 
Bats.  «  from  thofe  that  appertain  to  Military  Dif- 

*  cipline, 

*  y  Taflb  Het.  Cant.  li.  Stanz.  55*         «  Mr-  Fairfax.       '   •  Valer. 
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*  cipline,;  to  which  alone  he  conceived  Mfcn  Df  Honoui* 

*  ought  to  apply  themfelves  j'  fo  it  fecms  to  me,  that  thiy 
Addrefs,  to  which  we  form  our  Limbs^  thofe  Writhings 
and  Motions  young  Men  are  taught  in  this  new  School^ 
are  not  only  of  no  Ufe,  but  rather  contrary  and  hurtful 
to  the  manner  of  Fight  in  Battle  :  i\nd  alfo  our  People 
commonly  make  Ufe  of  particular  Weapons^  peculiarly 
deiigned  For  Duel.  And  1  have  kribwfa,  when  it  has  been 
difapproved,  that  a  Gentleniaii,  challehged  to  fight  witti 
Rapier  and  Poniard,  fhoUld  appear  in  the  Equipage  of  a 
Man  at  Arms  j  or  that  another  (hould  go  thither  witl% 
his  Cloak  inffead  of  a'Pbniard.  It  is  Wdrthy  of  Confide- 
ration,  that  Lactez  in  Platb^  fpeakihg  of  learnirig  to  fence 
after  our  manner,  fays,  *  That  he  hevdt  kn(^w  any  great 

*  Soldier  come  out  of  that  School,  efpecially  the  Mafter^ 

*  of  it  •*  t^  And,  iA'deed,  as  to  them,  oUr  own  Experience 
tells  us  as  inufch.  As  tb  the  reft,  ^d  may,  at  leaft,  con^ 
elude,  that  they  are  Abilities  df  no  RelatiOh  rtbr  Cor-, 
refpondence.  And,  in  the  Education  of  thd  Childterl  olT 
his  Government,  Plato  "'  prohibits  thief  A/f  of  the  Art  of  ' 
Boxings  introduced  by  Amicus  and  Epeius^  ahd  Boxing  prohi- 
that  of  If^rejiling,  by  Antaus  ^nd  Cecyd  \  be-  ^^'^  h  Plawk 
caufe  '  they  have  another  Erid^  than  td  fellder  Youth  fit 

*  for  the  Service  of  the  War,  atnd  contribute  nothing  tpi 

*  it.*    But  I  fee  I  am  tdo  far  ftrayed  from  my  Themd. 
The  Emperor  Maurice,^  bfcing  advertifed,  by  Dreania! 

and  fevefal  Prognbftids,  that  drie  Phocasi  an  obfcure  Sol- 
dier, (hould  kill  him,  qileftioned  his  Soit-in-L^w,  Philip:^ 
^  who  this  PbocaS  WaS,  and  what  wis  hiS  Nature,  QUalif 
'  ties,  and  Manners  ;*  arid  ds  fooh  a&  Philips  am6rig(i: 
dther  Thirigs,  had  told  him,  *  That  he  was  Cruet  and  iloo* 
^  cowardly  and  timorous,*  the  Emperdr  im-  dyMerinatu- 
mediately  thence  concliided,  *  That  he  was    ^^j  Cowards, 

*  a  Murderer  arid  Ctuel.*  What  is  it  that  makes  Ty- 
rants fo  bloody  ?  *Tis  only  the  Solllcitude  for  their  own 
Safety,  and  that  their  faint. Hearts  cin  furnifh  them  t\rith 
no  other  Means  of  fccUriHg  themfelves,  than  in  ektc^fmi- 

VoL.  11.  K  k  hating 

*»  Piato\  Dialogue,  intitlcd,  Lache%,  p.  247, 

*  De  Legibus,  lib.  vii.  p.  630; 

^  Or  rather  Cercyoi  Kt^vuf,  rlsM  de  I^ib«  lib.  vii^  iitt 
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nating  thofe  that  may  hurt  them,  even  Ta  much  as  the 
Women,  for  fear  of  a  Scratch. 

CunSIa  ferity  dum  cunSIa  timet  •. 

He  ftrikcs  at  all,  who  every  one  does  fear. 

The  firft  Cruelties  are  exercifed  for  thcmfelves  :  From 
One  Aa  of  thence  fprings  the  Fear  of  a  juft  Revenge, 
Crudty  fucef-  which  afterwards  produces  a  Series  of  new 
farily  products  Cruelties,  to  obliterate  one  by  the  Other.  Phi- 
•tkers.  - 1^^  King  of  Macedon^  who  had  fo  much  upon 

his  Hands  with  thq  People;  of  Rome^  agitated  with  the 
Horror  of  fo  many  Murders  committed  by  his  Appoint- 
ment, and  doubting  of  being  able  to  regain  his  Credit 
with  fo  many  Families,  whom  he  had,  at  diverfe  Times, 
offended  ;  *  refolved  to  feize  all  the  Children  of  tlaok  he 
V  had  caufed  to  be  flain,  to  difpatch  them  daily  one  after 

•  another,  and  thereby  eftablifh  his  own  Repofe.*  Good 
Subjefts  become  any  Place  j  and  therefore  I,  who  more 
confider  the  Weight  and  Utility  of  what  I  deliver,  than 
its  Order  and  Connexion,  need  not  fear,  in  this  Place,  to 
hring  in  a  fine  Story,  tho'  it  be  a  little  by  the  bye  ;  for 
'when  fuch  Subjefts  are  rich  in  their  own  native  Beauty, 
and  are  able  to  juflify  themfelves,  the  lead  End  of  a  Hair 
will  ferve  to  draw  them  into  my  Difcourfe. 

•  Amongft  others  condemned  by  Philips  Herodicus  % 
J  rtmarkahU  *  Prince  of  Tbejfaly^  had  been  one.  He  had» 
Stonontbis  «  morcovcr,  auer  him,  caufed  his  two  Sons* 
SuBjea.  «  in-Law  to  be  put  to  Death,  who  each  left 

•  a  Son,  very  Young,  behind  him.     Theoxena  ai^d  Arcbo 

•  were  the  two  Widows.     Theoxena^  tho'  warmly  courted 

•  to  it,  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  marry  again  :  Arcbo 

•  was  married  to  Poris^  the  greateft  Man  of  the  jEnianSj 

•  and  by  him  had  a  great  many  great  Children,  which 

•  ftie,  dying,  left  all  Minors.     Theoxena^  moved  with  a 

•  Maternal  Charity  towards  her  Nephews,  that  (he  might 

•  have  them  under  her  own  Conduft  and  Proteftion,  mar- 
"^  ried  Ports :  When  prefently  comes  a  Proclamation  of  the 

King's 

•  Claud.  inEutrop.  lib.  i.  v.  182. 

^  The  intite  Suiry  k  taken  from  TsfMs  Lii^,  lib.  li,  c*  4. 
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King's  Edift.     This  bold-fpiritcd  Mother,  iufpefiing 
the  Cruelty  of  'Philips  and  afraid  of  the  Infolence  of  the 
Soldiers  towards  thefe  lovely  young  Children,  was  fo 
bold  as  to  declare,  that  (he  would  rather  kill  them  with 
her  own  Hands,  than  deliver  them  up,     PorUy  ftarrled 
at  this  Proteflation,  promifed  her  to  fteal  them,  awa/, 
and  to  tranfport  them  to  Athens^  and  there  commit  them 
to  the  Cuftody  df  fome  trufly  Friends  of  his*    The/ 
took  therefore  the  Opportunity  of  an  annual  Feafl,  which 
was  celebrated  at  /Ema^  in  Honour  oi /Eneas j  and  thither 
they  went.   Having  appeared  by  Day  at  the  public  Cere* 
monies  and  Banquet,  they  ilole,  the  Night  following^ 
into  a  Veflel  laid  ready  for  that  Purpofe,  to  make  their 
efcape  by  Sea.     The  Wind  proved  contrary,  and  find- 
ing themfelves,  io  the  Morning,  within  Sight  of  the 
Land  from  whence  they  had  launched  over  Night,  were 
purfued  by  the  Guards  of  the  Port ;  which  Pons  per- 
ceiving, he  laboured  all  he  could  to  haften  the  Mariner^ 
to  put  off.     But  Tbeoxina^  frantic  with  AfFedion  arid 
Revenge,  in  Purfuance  of  her  former  Refolution,  pre- 
pared both  Arms  and  Poifon,  and  expofing  them  be<» 
fore  them  ;  Go  to,  my  Children,  faidjhe^  Death  is  noii^ 
the  only  Means  of  your  Defence  and  Liberty^  arid  will 
adminifter  Occafion  to  tht  Gods  to  exercife  their  facred 
Juftice :    Thefe  drawn  Swords,  thefe  full  Cups,  wHl 
open  you  the  Way  to  it :  Be  of  good  Courage ;  and 
thou,  my  Son,  who  art  the  Eldeft,  take  this  Steel  into 
thy  Hand,  that  thou  may*ft  the  more  bravely  die.  The 
Children  having,  on  one  Side^  fo  hearty  a  CounfeNof^ 
and  the  Enemy  at  their  Throats  on  the  other^  ran,  all 
of  them  eagerly^  to  difpatch  themfelves  with  what  w^s 
next  to  Hand  *,  and^  when  half  dead,  were  thrown  intp 
the  Sea.     Theoxena^  proud  of  having  fo  glorioufly  pro- 
vided for  the  Safety  of  her  Children,  clafping  her  Arms, 
with  great  AfFedion^  about  her  Hufband's  Neck  ;  Let  \ 
us,  my  Dear,  faidjhe^  follow  thefe  Boys,  and  enjOy  the 
fame  Sepulchre  they  do  t    And,  thus  embraced,  they 
threw  themfelves  headlong,  overboard,  into  the  Sea ;  fo 
that  the  Ship  was  carried  back,  without  i($  Owners,  into 
the  Harbour/  / 

K  k  a  tyrant  ^ 
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Tyrants,  at  once  both  to  kill,  and  to  make  their  Ait- 

fyranis  con-  6^''  ^*^'^>  ^^^^  pumped  their  Wit  to  invent 

tri've  to  length-  the  moft  lingering  Deaths  :  They  will  have 

fntheTomients  their  Encmics  difpatched,  but  not  fo  faft  that 

5/^/^e/^/%  they  may  not  have  Leifure  to  tafte  their  Ven^ 

tut  to  Death.  '  '^aji-i  'i-i 

geance  :  And  hercm  they  are  mightily  per- 
plexed ;  for,  if  the  Torments  they  inflidt  are  violent,  they 
":arc  (hort ;  if  long,  they  are  not  then  fo  painful  as  they 
;defire  ;  and  thus  torment  themfclves,  in  contriving  how  to 
torment  others.  Of  this  we  have  a  thoufand  Examples  in 
'Antiquity,  and  I  know  not  whether  we,  unawares^  do 
rnot  retain  fome  Traces  of  this  Barbarity. 

All  that  exceeds  a  fimple  Death,  appears  to  me  mere 

Executions  of    Cruelty ;  neither  can  our  Juftice  expedt,  that 

Jufiice  btyond    he,  whom  the  Fear  of  Death,  by  being  be^ 

-merely  putting     headed  or  hanged,  will  not  reftrain,  fhould 

?^c^^/     "    ^^  ^y  more  awed  by  the  Imagination  of  a 

f   rue  y.       ^^^  Y\xt^  burning  Pincers,  or  the  Wheel  ; 

.  And  I  know  not,  in  the  mean  Time,  whether  we  do  not 
-  drive  them  into  Defpair  -,  for  in  what  Condition  can  the 
'  Soul  of  a  Man  be,  who  expefts  Death  four  and  twenty 
Hours  together,  whether  he  is  broke  upon  a  Wheel,  or, 
after  the  oid  Way,  nailed  to  a  Crofs  ?  Jofepbus  relates, 
^*  That,  in  the  Time  of  the  War  which  the  Romans  made 

*  in  Judea^  happening  to  pafs  by  where  they  had,  three 
L*  Days  before,  crucified  certain  Jews^  he  knew  three  of 

*  his  own  Friends  amongft  them,  and  obtained  the  Fa^ 
;•  vour  of  having  them  talcen  down.  Two  of  them,  hi 
.^  fay^i  died,  the  third  lived  a  great  while  after.* 

!     -Cbacondilas^  a  Writer  of  good  Credit,  in  the  Records 

'  iarharotts  Pu-  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  behind  him  of  Things  that  hap- 
niftments  in-  pened  in  his  Time,  and  near  him,  tells  us, 
fiiaedhyihe  as  One  of  the  moft  exceffive  Torments,  of 
Emperor  ^}^^^  ^^  Emperor  Mechmed  often  praftifed, 

r    .  vtz.  *  cutting  oft  Men  in  the  Middle,  by  the 

:  *  Diaphragma,  with  one  Blow  of  a  Scymeter  ;  by  which 
•*  it  followed,  that  they  died,  as  it  were,  two  Deaths  at 
"•  once,  and  both  the  one  Part,  fays  he,  and  the  other 

*  were  feen  to  Jftir,  a  great  while  after,  with  the  Torment.* 
I  do  not  think  there  was  any  great  Suffering  in  this  Mo- 
tion : 
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tion  :  The  Torments  that  are  moft  dreadful  to  look  on; 
are  not  always  the  greatefl  to  endure  \  and«  I  think,  thofe 
that  other  Hiftorians  relate  to  have  beenfpraftifed  upon 
the  Epirot  Lords,  to  be  more  cruel,  who  were  *  con- 

*  demned  to  be  flead  alive,  by  piece-meal,  in  fo  mali«^ 
^  cious  a  manner,  that  they  continued  in  this  Mifery  a 

*  Fortnight :  As  alfo  thefc  other  two  that  follow. 

*  Crafus,  having  caufed  a  Gentleman,  the  Favourite  of 

*  his  Brother  Pantaleon^  to  be  feized  on,  tar-    Tivo  more  In-' 
^  ried  him  into  a  Fuller's  Shop  S  where  he  fiances  of^ex- 
«  caufed  him  to  be  fcratched  and  carded  with    ^#^^  Cruelty. 

*  Cards  and  ^ombs  belonging  to  that  Craft,  till  he  died.. 

*  George  Secbely  chief  Commander  of  the  Peafants  of  Po- 

*  landy  who  committed  fo  many  Mifchiefs,  under  the  Ti- 

*  tie  of  the  Crufadoy  being  defeated  in  Battle,  and  taken 

*  by  the  Vayvod  of  Tranfylvaniaj  was  three  Days  bound 

*  naked  upon  the  Rack,  expofed  to  all  forts  of  Torments 

*  that  any  one  could  inflift  upon  him  •,  during  which 
^  Time,   many  other  Prifoners  were  kept  fafting.     At 

^  laft,  while  he  was  living,  and  looking  pn,  they  made' 

*  his  beloved  Brother  Lucat^  for  whofe  Safety  alone  he 

*  intreated,  by  talking  upon  hirnfejf  fhe  Blame  of  all  their 

*  evil  Aftions,  to  drink  his  Blood,  and  caufed  twenty  of 

*  his  moft  favourefi  Captains  to  feed  Wppn  him,  tearing 

*  his  Flelh  in  pieces  with  their  Teeth,  and  fwallowing  the 

*  Models  :  The  Remainder  of  his  Bodv  and  Bowels,  as^ 

*  foon  as  he  was  dead,  were  boiled,  and  others  of  his  Fol- 

*  lowers  compelled  to  cat  them.' 

■I'    I  ■  ■     ^        !■■■■;■  ^^l^^lll    I  I     !■  I  .1    I  ■     *       I      m^         <    H    I        I        .1     y 

CHAP.    XXVIII, 

All  n^ings  have  their  Season, 

SU  C  H  as  compare  Cato  the  Cenfor  with  the  young^er 
Cato  that  killed  himfelf,  compare  two  beautiful  Na- 
tures, and  Forms  much  refembling  one  another.,  The 
firft  acquired  his  Reputation  feveral  Ways^  and  excelled 

K  k  3  la^ 

(  Herodot  lib.  i.  p.  44. 
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in  •  Military  Exploits,  and  the  Utility  of  his  public  Vo- 
the  Virtue  of  *  cations  •,*  but  thc  Virtue  of  the  Younger, 
Cito  1/ Ud-  bofides,  that  it  were  BJafphemy  to  compare 
ca  frefirahU  any  to  him  in  Vigour,  was  much  more  pure, 
utbc^ofQ^xo  Pqj.  who  can  acquit  the  Cenfor  of  Envy  and 
fbc  Qenfor.        Ambition,  after  *  he  had  dared  to  offend  the 

♦  Honour  of  Scipio^  a  Man,  in  Goodnefs  and  all  excellent 

♦  Qualities,  infinitely  beyond  him,  or  any  other  of  his 

♦  Time  ? ' 

That  which  they  report  of  him,  amongft  other  Things, 

Cato  the  Cen^  *  ^'^^^  ^^  ^^^  extreme  Old-age,  he  fct  him- 
/or  took  to  '  •  felf  to  learn  the  Greek  Tongue,  with  fo  gree- 
karn  Grcfk  <  dy  an  Appetite,  as  if  he  was  to  cjuench  a 
too  late  in  Life,  c  Jong  Thirft,'  does  not  feem  to  nwke  for 
his  Honour  \  it,  being  properly  what  we  call  being  twice 
>  Child. 

M  "Things  have  their  Season-,  Good  and  ?^d,  and  a  Maa 
inay  ivf  his  Pat^r-nojier  out  of  Time  j  as  they  acculcd 
ST.  ^intus  Flaminius  %  *  that,  being  General  of  an  Army, 

♦  he  was  fcen  prs^ying  apart  in  the  Time  of  a  Battle  that 

^  he  won.* 

*• 

[  Jmponet  finem  fafiem^  tt  rehus  honeftis  ^^ 

i,  e. 
The  wife  M^n  limits  event  decent  Things. 

^udemonidas^  feeing  XemcraWy  when  very  Old,  ftill  very 
intent  upon  his  School  Lefturcs,  *  When  *  will  this  Man 

♦  be  Wift,  faid  he^  if  he  yet  learn  ?  *  Ar^d  PhiUpamm^ 
to  thofe  who  cried  up  King  Ptolemy^  for  inuring  his  Per- 
fon,.  every  D^y,  to  the  Exercife  of  Arm* :  *  It  is^  not,  jaii 

♦  he^  commend^^ble  in  a  King  of  his  Age  to  exercife  him- 

♦  felf  in  thofe  Things,  he  ought  now  really  to  imploy 

♦  them.  The  Young  are  to  make  their  Preparations,  the 
^  Old  to  enjoy  them^yiy  the  Sages ;'  and  the  greateft  Vice 
they  obfervenn  us  is,  *  That  our  Defires  inceflantly  grow 
5  young  again  j  we  gre  always  beginning  again  to  live. 

^  Ouf 

.  *  8ee  Phdarch*^  Coi|iparifini  of  him  to  fhilofamon^  fed.  2. 

*  Juv.  Sat.  vi,  V.  344, 

*  Thc  Words  which  Montaigne  applies  here  to  his  owj^  Pcfign,  h|ive 
jl^jpther  Meaning;  in  thc  Original. 
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Our  Studies  and  Defires  Ihould  fometimes  Our  Deftres 

be  fenfible  ^  of  Old-age :  We  have  one  Foot  ouj^t  to  i$ 

in  the  Grave,  and  yet^our  Appetites  and  Pur-  twrtified  nmtb 

fiiits  ipring  up  every  Day^  *  .  Qu-ix^ 

Tu  ficanda  mar  mora 

Locos  fub  ipfum  funuSj  £t  ftpulcH 

Jmmemar^  firms  dom$s  °*. 

/.  e. 

When  Death,  perhaps,  is  near  at  Hand« 
Thou  faired  Marbles  doft  command 
.  But  cut  for  Ufe,  krge  Poles  to  rear. 
Unmindful  of  thy  Sepulchre. 

The  longefl:  of  my  Defigns  is  not  above  a  Year's  Extent ; 
I  think  of  nothing  now  but  my  End ;  abandon  all  new 
-  Hopes  and  Enterprifes  ;  take  my  laft  Leave  of  every 
Place  I  depart  from,  and  every  Day  difpoffefs  myfelf  of 
what  I  have.  "  Olimjam  nee  perit  quicquam  tnihi^  nee  ac^ 
quiritur  ;  plus  fuper eft  viatici^  quam  via  :  *  I  now  (hall  nci- 
•  ther  lofe,  nor  get ;  I  have  more  wherewith  to  defray 
f  my  Journey,  than  I  have  Way  to  go, 

Fixi^  et  quern  dederaS  curfum  fortuna  peregi  "*. 

i.  e. 

I've  liv'd,  and  finifh'd  the  Career 
Which  Fortune  had  prefcrib'd  me  here. 

To  conclude  ;  'tis  the  only  Comfort  I  find  in  my  Old- 
age,  that  it  mortifies  in  me  feveral  Cares  and  Defires, 
wherewith  Life  k  difturbed,;  the  Care  how  the  World 
goes  ;  the  Care  of  Riches,  of  Grandeur,  of  Knowledge, 
of  Health,  and  myfelf.  There  are  fome  ivho  are  learn- 
ing to  fpeak,  at  a  Time  when  they  fhould  learn  to  be 
filent  for  ever.  A  Man  may  always  ftudy,  but  Jie  muft 
not  always  go  to  School.  What  a  contemptible  Thing  is 
an  old  Man  learning  his  A,  B,  C  ! 

J^iverfos  diverfa  juvantj  non  omnibus  annis^ 
Omnia  conveniunt. 

K  k  4  /.  e* 

"  Hon  lib.  ii.  Ode  18,  v.  17,  fcfr.        »  Se|L  Epift.  77-       *»  iEneicL 
lib.  iv.  v.  653. 
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For  fcvcral  Things  do  feveral  Men  delight. 
And  fill  Thingrare  not  for  all  Ag^s  right. 

If  we  muft  ftudy,  let  us  follow  that  Study  which  U 
^at  Study  fuitablc  to  our  prefent  Condition,  that  we 
/uits  beft  luith  may  be  able  to  anfwcr  as  he  did  ;  who  being 
'outage.  afl^gj^  c  Jo  what  End  he  ftudied  in  his  de- 

^  crepid  Age  ?  That  I  may  go  the  better  off  the  Stage, 
^  faid  bej  and  at  greater  Eafe/  Such  a  Study  was  that 
pf  the  younger  Cd/o^  at  feeling  his  End  approach,  when 
Jie  w^s  reading  Plato'%  Difcourfe  qf  the  Immortality  of  the 
Soul :  Not  as  we  are  to  believe,  that  he  was  not,  long  be- 
fore, fprnifhed  with  all  forts  of  Provifion  for  fuch  a  Dc-r 
pasture ;  for,  of  A0\irance,  an  eftablilhed  Will  and  In- 
ftruftion  he  h^d,  more  than  Plato  had  in  all  hi?  Writings  j 
jiis  Knowledge  and  Courage  were,  in  this  reipecft,  above 
Pjiilofophy.  He  imployed  himfelf  thqs,  not  for  the  Ser- 
vice pf  his  Deafh,  but  as  a  Man  whofe  Sleep  is  not  once 
diiftpfbed  in  the  Importance  of  fuph  a  Deliberation  •,  he 
^Ifo,  without  Choice  apd  Change,  contipued  his  Studiej 
with  the  other  cuftomary  Aftions  pf  his  Life.  The  Night 
that  he  was  cjpnied  the  Praetorfhip,  he  fpent  in  Play : 
That  wherein  he  was  to  die  he  fpent  in  Reading  :  The 
Lofs  either  of  Life,  or  of  Office,  was  all  one  to  him. 

CHAP.    XXIX. 

Of  V  I  R  r  U  E, 

FIND,  by  Ejfperience,  that  there  is  a  vaft  DifFc- 
^  rcnce  betwixt  the  Starts  and  Sallies  of  the  Mind,  and 
Uan/ddom  ^  refolute  and  conftant  Habit  j  and  very  well 
mtiaimma  perceive,  there  is  nothing  we  may  not  do^ 
Capacity  of       nay,  even  to  jhe  furpaffing  the  Divinity  it- 

atdfe^£l  ^^^^'  ^""y^  ^  ^^^^^^'"^  ^'^f'^'  forafmuch  as  it  is 
^J!^cJdfngZ^'  ^^^  ^^  ^  Man  to  render  himfelf  impaffible 
the  Principles  OX  dlfpaffionate,  than  to  be  fuch  by  his  ori- 
rffokd  Virtue,  ginal  Condition ;  and  even  to  be  able  to  conr 
^oin  to  Man's  Imbecillity  and  Ffaijty  a  godly  Refplution 


I 


i^    Ch-XXIX.  OfVirtui.  505 

and  Aflurancc.  But  this  is  by  Fits  and  Starts  :  And/  in 
the  Lives  of  thofe  Heroes  of  Times  paft,  there  are  fomc- 
times  miraculous  Sallies,  and  fuch  as  feem  infinitely  to 
exceed  our  natural  Strength,  but  they  are  indeed  Sallies  ; 
and  *tis  hard  to  believe,  that  thefe  fo  elevated  Qualities 
can  be  fo  thoroughly  imprinted  on  the  Mind,  that  the/ 
fhotild  become  common,  and,  as  it  were,  natural  to  it : 
It  accidentally  happens,  even  to  us,  who  are  the  moft  im- 
perfeft  of  Men,  that  fometimes  our  Mind  gives  a  Springs 
when  roufed  by  the  Pifcourfes  or  Examples  of  others, 
much  beyond  its  ordinary  Stretch  \  but  'tis  a  kind  of 
Paffion,  which  pufties  and  pricks  it  on,  and,  in  fqme  fort, 
ravilhes  it  from  itfelf :  But,  this  Whirlwind  once  blown 
over,  we  fee,  that  it  infenfibly  flags  and  flackens  itfelf,  if 
not  to  the  loweft  Degree,  at  leaft  fo  as  to  be  no  more  the 
fame  •,  infomuch  as  that,  upon  every  trivial  Occafion,  the 
lofing  of  a  Bird,  or  the  breaking  of  a  Glafs,  we  fuflfer 
ourfelves  to  be  moved  little  lefs  than  one  of  the  common 
People.  I  am  of  Opinion,  that.  Order,  Moderation,  and 
Conftancy  excepted,  all  Things  are  to  be  done  by  a  Man 
that  is,  in  general,  very  deficient.     ^  Therefore,  fay  the 

*  Sages^  in  order  to  make  a  right  Judgment  of  a  Man, 
f  you  are  chiefly  to  pry  into  his  common  Aftions,  and 

*  furprife  him  in  his  every-day  Habit.* 

Pyrrbo,  he  who  erefted  fo  pleafant  a  Syftem  of  Know- 
ledge uppn  Ignorance,  endeavoured,  as  all    py^j,Q  ^„-^y 
the  reft,  who  were  really  Philofophers  did,    ,« <vajn,  to  * 
to  make  his  Life  correfpond  with  his  Doc-    confii-m  his 
trine:  And  becaufe  he  maintained  the  Im-    ^S'^^f  ^« 
becillity  of  human  Judgment  to  b»c  fo  ex-      ^  ^^^^'  • 
treme,  as  to  be  incapable  of  any  Choice  or  Inclination, 
and  would  have  it  perpetually  wavering  and  fulpending, 
jconfidering  and  receiving  all  Things  as  indifferent,  'tis 
faid,    *  That  he  always  comported  himfelf  after  the  fame 

*  Manner  and  Countenance  ^ :  If  he  had  begun  a  Dif- 
^  CQurfe,  he  would  always  end  what  he  had  to  fay  \  tho' 

the 

P  Diog,  Laert,  in  PyrM$  Life,  lib.  ix.  fed.  63. 

^  Yet  Montaigne  fays,  in  the  1 2th  Chapter  of  this  Volume,  That  they  who 
reprefcnt  Pyrrho  in  this  Light,  extend  his  Doftrine  beyond  what  it  really 
was ;  and  that,  like  a  rauonal  Man,  he  made  Ufe  of  all  his  corporeal  and 
fpihtuai  Faculties  as  Rule  and  Rea^ 


i;o6  MonItaigneV  Efaysy  Book  II. 

the  Pcrfon  he  was  fpcaking  to  was  gone  away  :  And,  if 
he  walked,  he  never  turned  out  of  his  Way  for  any  Im- 
pediment, being  prcfcrved  from  Precipices,  the  Joftle 
of  Carts,  and  other  like  Accidents,  by  the  Care  of  his 
Friends  •,  for,  to  fear,  or  to  avoid  any  Thing,  had  been 
to  contradict  his  own  Propofitions,  which  deprived  the 
Senfes  themfelves  of  all  Certainty  and  Choice :  Some- 
times he  fufiered  Incifions  and  Cauteries  with  fo  great 
Conftancy,  as  never  to  be  feen  fo  much  as  to  wink  his 
Eyes.'     *Tis  fomething  to  bring  the  Soul  to  thefe  Ima- 
ginations \  more  to  join  the  £flFe£ts  to  it,  and  yet  not  im* 
poffible  ;  but  to  conjoin  them  widi  fuch  Perfeverance  and 
Conftancy  as  to  make  them  habitual,  is  certainly,  in  At* 
tempts  fo  remote  from  the  common  Ufance,  almoft  in- 
credible to  be  done.     Therefore  it  was,  <  that  being,  one 

•  Day,  found  at  his  Houfe  terribly  fcolding  at  his  Sifter, 

*  and  being  reproached,  that  he  therein  tranfgreiled  his 

•  own  Rules  of  Indifference  :'   *  VJhzty  fdd  be^  muft  this 

•  foolilh  Woman  alfo  ferve  for  a  Teftimow  to  my  Rules  ?' 
Another  Time,  *  being  to  defend  himfelf  againit  a  Dog  i 

•  It  is,  faid  bCy  very  hard  totally  to  put  off  Man ;  and 

*  we  muft  endeavour  and  force  ourfelves  to  encounter 

♦  Things,  firft  by  Effects,  but  at  the  worft  by  Heafon  and 

♦  Argument/ 

About  feven  or  eight  Years  fince,  a  Countryman,  yet 
Extraofdinary  lining,  at  a  Village  but  two  Leagues  from 
NotiMs  pro-  my  Houfe,  hping  been  long  tormented  with 
duudhafud-^  his  Wife's  Jealoufy,  coming^  one  Day,  home 
dtn  Refoiuiian.    ^^^^  j^j^  ^^^j^^  ^^^  ^^  Welcoming  him  witii 

her  accuftomed'  Railing,  he  entered  into  fo  great  a  Fury, 
^  that,  with  a  Sickle  he  had  yet  in  his  Hand,  he  totally 
'  cut  off  all  thofe  Parts  that  ihe  was  jealous  of,  and  threw 

♦  them  in  her  Face.*  And,  *tis  faid,  *  That  a  young 
^  Gendeman  of  our  Nation,  brifk  and  amorous,  having, 

*  by  his  Perfeverance,  at  laft  mollified  the  Heart  of  a  fair 

*  Miftrefs,  enraged,  that,  upon  the  Point  of  Fruition,  he 
^  found  himfelf  unable  to  perform,  and  that, 

non  viriliter 

Iners  fenile  penis  extulit  caput  \ 

fo 

■*  Tib.  lib.  iy.  Eleg.  pen.  ad  Prlapua  in  VettnuD  Poet  Cataledis. 
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*  fo  foon  as  ever  he  came  Home  he  deprived  himfclf  of  it, 

*  and  fent  it  to  his  Miftrefs  5  a  cruel  and  bloody  Vi6hm 

*  for  the  Expiation  of  his  Offence/  If  this  had  been  done 
upon  a  mature  Confideration,  and  upon  the  Account  of 
Religion,  as  the  Priefts  of  Cybele  did^  what  fhould  wc  have 
faid  of  fo  choleric  an  A£tion  ? 

*  A  few  Days  fince,  at  Bergerac^  within  five  Leagues  of 
mvHoufe,  up  the  River  Z)^r%»^,  a  Wo-    a  Woman  that 
man  having,  over-night,  been  abufed  and   drvwned  ktr-^ 
beaten  by  her  Hufband,  a  pcevilh  ill-con-  Mffi^  ^»«^ 
ditioncd  Fellow,  refolved  to  efcape  from    ^^/M^ 
his  ill  Ufage  at  the  Hazard  of  her  Life  ;   ^""^^"^ 
and  goiitg,  fo  foon  as  fhe  was  up  the  next  Morning,  to 
vifit  her  Neighbours,  as  fhe  was  wont  to  do,  flie  dropped 
a  Hint  of  the  Recommendation  of  her  Affairs,  fhe  took 
•a  Sifter  of  hers  by  the  Hand,  led  her  to  a  Bridge,  and  af- 
ter having  taken  Leave  of  her,  as  it  were  in  Jefl,  without 
any  manner  of  Alteration  or  Change  in  her  Countenance, 
fhe  threw  hcrfelf  headlong  into  the  River,  and  was 
there  drowned.     That  which  is  the  moil  remarkable, 
is,  that  this  Refolution  was  a  whole  Night  forming 
in  her  Head/ 
But  it  is  quite  another  Thing  with  the  Indian  Women ; 
for  it  being  the  Cuftom  there  tor  the  Men  to    Voluntary 
have  many  Wives,  and  for  the  beft  beloved   J>tatb  of  the 
of  them  to  kill  herfelf  at  her  Hufband's  De-    ^^°*^  ^^''• 
ceafe,  every  one  of  them  makes  it  the  Bufinefs  of  her 
whole  Life  to  obtain  this  Privilege,  and  gain  this  Advan- 
tage over  her  Companions  5  and  the  good  Offices  they  do 
their  Hufbands,  aim  at  no  other  Recompcnce,  hut  to  be 
Referred  in  accotnpan^ng  them  in  Death. 

Ubi  moriifera  Jaffa  eft  fax  ultima  kSo^ 

Uxorum  fufis  ftqt  pi  a  turba  conds  e 
JEt  cert  amen  habent  lethi^  qu^  viva  fequatur 

Conjugium^  fudor  eft  non  licuijfe  moriy 
Ardent  vi^rices^  et  flamma  peliora  frabent^ 

Jmponuntque  fuis  oraperufta  viris  \ 


u  e. 


*  Propert  lib*  ill,  Elcg.  13.  v.  17^  Ifc^ 
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When  to  the  Pile  they  throw  the  kindling  Brand, 
The  pious  Wives  with  Hair  diflieveird  ftand. 
Striving  which  living  fhall  accompany 
Her  Spoufe,  and  are  afham'd  they  may  not  die  •, 
Thofe  thus  preferred,  their  Breads  to  Flame  cxpofc. 
And  their  fcorch'd  Lips  to  their  dead  Hufband  s  clofe. 

A  certain  Author,  of  our  Times,  reports,  that  he  has 
feen  this  Cuftom  in  thofe  Oriental  Nations,  that  not  only 
the  Wives  bury  themfelves  with  their  Hufbands,  but  even 
the  Slaves  he  has  enjoyed  alfo  \  which  is  done  after  this 
manner  :  '  The  Hufband  being  dead,  the  Widow  may,  if 
(he  will  (but  few  do  it)  demand  two  or  three  Months 
to  order  her  Affairs.   The  Day  being  come,  (he  tnounts 
on  Horfeback,  dreffed  as  fine  as  at  her  Wedding,  and, 
with  a  chearful  Countenance,  fays,  ihe  is  going  to  deep 
with  her  Spoufe,  holding  a  Looking-glafs  in  her  Left- 
hand,  and  an  Arrow  in  the  other.     Being  thus  con-- 
dudled  in  Pomp,  accompanied  with  her  Kindred  and 
Friends,  and  a  great  Concourfe  of  People,  with  great 
Joy,  (he  is  at  laft  brought  to  the  public  Place  appoint- 
ed for  fuch  Spedacles  :  This  is  a  fp^cious  Place,  in  the 
midft  of  which  is  a  Pit  full  of  Wood,  and,  adjoining  tQ 
it,  a  Mount  raifed  four  or  five  Steps,  to  which  (he  i$ 
led,  and  ferved  with  a  magnificent  Repaft  %  which  be- 
ing done,  (he  falls  p  dancing  and  finging,  and  gives 
Order,  wh^n  (he  thinks  fit,  to  kipdle  the  Fire  ;  which 
being  performed,  (he  defcends,  and,  (aking  the  heareft 
of  h^r  Hu(band's  Relations  by  the  Hand,  they  walk 
together  to  the  River  clofe  by,  where  (he  ftrips  hcrfelf 
(lark  naked,  and,  having  diftributed  her  Cloaths  and 
Jewels  to  her  Friends,  plunges  herfelf  into  the  Water, 
as  •  if  to  cleanfe  herfelf  from  her  Sins  ;   coming  out 
thence,  (he  wraps   herfelf  in   a  yellow  Linen   Robe, 
five  and  twenty  Ells  long,  and  again  giving  her  Hand 
to  her  faid  Hu(band's  Relations,  they  return  back  to 
the  Mount,  where  (he  makes  a  Speech  to  the  Paople, 
and  recommends  her  Children  to  them,  if  (he  have  any. 

*  Betwixt 
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Betwixt  the  Pit  and  the  Mount,  there  is  commonly  a 
Curtain  drawn,  to  Ikreen  the  burning  Furnace  from 
their  Sight  \  which  fome  of  them,  to  manifeft. the  great- 
er Courage,  forbid.    Having  ended  what  (he  has  to  fay> 
a  Wopian  prefents  her  with  a  Veffel  of  Oil,   wherewith 
to  anoint  her  Head,  and  her  whole  Body  •,  which  hav- 
ing done  with,  (he  throws  it  into  the  Fire,  and,  in  aa 
In(tant,  leaps  in  after  it :  Immediately  the  People  throw 
a  great  many  Logs  upon  her,  that  (he  may  not  be  lojng 
in  dying,  and  convert  all  their  Joy  into  Sorrow  and 
Mourning,     If  they  are  Perfons  of  mean  Condition,  the 
Body  of  the  Deceafed  is  carried  to  the  Place  of  Sepul- 
ture, and  there  placed  fitting,  the  Widow  kneeling  be- 
fore him,  and  embracing  him,  while  a  Wall  is  buik 
round  them,  which  fo  foon  as  it  is  raifed  to  th?  Height 
of  the  Woman's.  Shoulders,  fome  of  her  Relations  come 
behind  her,  and,  taking  hold  c^f  her  Head,  twift  her 
Neck,  and,  fo  foon  as  fhe  is  dead,  the  Wall  is  prefently 
raifed  up,  and  clofed,  where  they  .remain  entombed/ 
There  was,  in  this  fame  Country,  fomething  like  it  in 
their  Gymnofapbiji^  \  for,  not  by  Conftraint  of 
others,  nor  by  the  Impetuofuy  of  a  fudden    ;/,^/'S'^- 
Humour,  but  by  the  exprefe  PTofcfTion  of   noibphifis, 
their  Order,  tbejr  Cuftom  was,  *  So  *  foon  as    '^^^  'volunti^ 
'  they  arrived  at  a  certain  Age,  or  faw  them-    f^l"^  ^^^^* 

*  felves  threatened  by  any  Difc^fe,  to  caufe 
'  a  funeral  Pile  to  be  eredted  for  themfelves,  and  on  the 

*  Top  a  neat  Bed,  where,  after  having  joyfully  feafted 

*  their  Friends  and  Acquaintance,  they  laid  them  down 

*  with  fuch  Refolution,  that,  when  the  Fire  was  applied 

*  to  it,  they  were  never  feen  to  ftir  Hand  or  Foot ;  and 

*  after  this  manner  one  of  them,  Calanus  by  Name,  ex- 

*  pired  in  the  Prefence  of  the  whole  Army  of  Alexander 

*  the  Great  \  and  he  was  neither  reputed  Holy,  nor  Hap- 
py amongft  them,  that  did  not  thus  dcftroy  himfclf ;  dif- 
mifTing  his  Soul,  purged  and  purified  by  the  Fire,  after 
having  confumed  all  that  was  Earthly  and  Mortal.  This 
conftant  Premeditation  of  the  whole  Life  is  that  which 
makes  the  Wonder. 

Amonglt 

«  Stmbo,  lib.  XV.  p.  1 043.  Tome  2.  Amfitrdam^  i-]qj. 
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certain  very  inftportant  Change  in  his  Faith,  by  a  ftrange^ 
'whimfical  Incitation,  and  alfo  fo  very  abfurd,  that  I 
thought  it  much  ftrongcr,  being  taken  the  contrary  Way  t 
He  called  it  a  Miracle,  I  look  upon  it  quite  otherwife. 

The  Turkijh  Hiftorians  fay^  '  That  the  Perfuafion,  root- 
^t.^ .— -^  *  cd  in  thofe  of  their  Nation,  of  the  fatal  and 
FoumUaionof  ^  Unalterable  Frefcnption  01  their  Day S5  does 
the  Courage  of  <  manifeftly  conduce  to  the  giving  them  great 
the  Turks.  f  Affurance  in  Dangers  5*  and  I  know  a  great 
Prince,  who  makes  Very  fuccefsful  Ufe  of  it  •,  whether  it 
be,  that  he  does  really  believe  it,  or  that  he  makes  it  his 
Excufe  for  fo  wonderfully  hazarding  himfelf^  provided 
Fortune  be  not  too  foon  weary  of  her  Favour  to  him. 

There  has  not  happened,  in  our  Memory,  a  more  ad^ 
jjfajjinaiion  of  mirablc  EfFeft  of  Refolution,  than  in  thofe 
tbe  Prince  rf  two  who  confpircd  the  Death  of  the  Prince 
Orange.  ^f  Qrange  *.     'Tis  to  be  wondered,  how  the^ 

fecond,  that  executed  it,  could  ever  be  animated  to  an 
Attempt,  wherein  his  Companion,  who  had  done  his  ut- 
ihofl:,  had  had  fo  ill  Succefs ;  and,  after  the  fame  Me- 
thod, and  with  the  fame  Arms,  to  go  and  attack  a  Noble- 
man, armed  with  fo  frefh  a  Handle  for  Diflruft^  powerfiil 
in  Followers,  and  of  bodily  Strength,  in  his  own  Hall^ 
>amidft  his  Guards,  and  in  a  City  wholly  at  his  Devotion. 
He,  doubtlefs,  imployed  a  very  refolute  Arm,  and  Courage 
inflamed  with  a  furious  PafTion  :  A  Dagger  is  furer  for 
ftriking  home,  but  by  reafon  that  more  Motion,  and  a 
ftronger  Arm  is  required,  than  with  a  Piftol,  the  Blow 
is  more  fubjeft  to  be  put  by,  or  hindered.  That  this 
Man  ran  upon  certain  Death,  I  make  no  great  Doubt ; 
for  the  Hopes  any  one  could  flatter  him  withal,  could  not 
find  Place  in  any  calm  Mind,  and  the  Condu£t  of  his  Etc- 
ploit  does  fufHciently  manifeft,  that  he  had  no  Want  of 
that,  any  more  than  Courage.  The  Motives  of  fo  power- 
ful a  Perfijafion  may  be  divcrfe,  for  our  Fancy  does  whax 
It  will',  both  with  itfelf  and  us. 

The  Execution  that  was  done  near  Orleans, 
'G^ib  was  nothing  like  this  5  there  was  in  that  more 

of  Chance  than  Vigour,  the  Wound  was  n^t 

mortal, 

*  The  Founder  of  the  Republic  of  HottsnJ, 


mortal,  if  Fortune  had  not  made  it  fo ;  and  to  attempt 
to  fhoot  on  Horfeback,  and  at  a  great  Diftance,  and  at  one 
whofe  Body  was  in  Motion  by  the  moving  of  his  Horfe, 
was  the  Attempt  of  a  Man  who  hj^d  rather  mifs  his  Blow, 
than  fail  of  faving  himfelf,  as  was  apparent  by  what  fol- 
}owed  after ;  for  he  was  fo  aftonilhed  and  ftypified  with  the 
Thought  of  fo  defpcrate  an  Execution,  that  he  totally  Ic^ 
his  Judgment,  both  to  find  hi3  Way  to  efcape,  and  how  u^ 
govern  his  Tongue  in  his  Anfwers,  What  needed  he  to 
have  done  more  than  to  By  back  to  his  Friends  crofs  a  Rir 
ver  ?  *Tis  what  I  h^ve  done  in  lefs  DangerS)  and  what  I 
think  of  very  little  Hazard,  how  broad  foever  the  River 
may  be,  provided  your  Horfe  have  good  going  in,  and 
that  you  fee,  on  the  other  Side,  good  landing,  according  to 
the  Stream.  The  other,  {viz.  the  Prince  of  Grangers 
Aflaffin)  when  they  pronounced  his  dreadful  Sentence  : 
•  I  was  prepared  for  this,  faid  bCy  beforehand,  and  I  will 
^  make  you  wonder  at  my  Patience.* 

The  4lfaJJinSy  a  Nation  dependant  upon  Phaniciaj  are 
reputed,  amongft  the  Mahometans^  A  People   jPf^^^who 
of  great  Devotion,  and  Purity  of  Manners.    heUew  AJfaffi'^ 
They  hold,  T^hat  the  neareft  Way  to  gain  Far  a-    nation  thi/w 
difsy  is  to  kill  fome  one  of  a  contrary  Religion  ;    ^  ^^  '• 
which  is  the  Reafon  they  have  often  been  feen,     ^ 
being  but  one  or  two,  without  Arms,  to  run  madly  againft 
powerful  Enemies,  at  the  Price  of  certain  Death,  and  with- 
out any  Confideration  of  their  own  Danger.    So  was  our  • 
Count  Raimondj  of  "Tripoli^  aflaffinated  (which  Word  is 
derived  from  their  Name)  in  the  Heart  of  his  City,  during 
our  Enterprifes  of  the  Holy  War ;  and  likewife  Conrade^ 
Marquis  oi  MontferraS^  the  Murderers  going  to  their  Exq- 
tion  with  great  Pride  and  Glory,  that  they  had  performed 
fo  brave  an  Exploit. 
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CHAP.    XXX. 
Of  a  monjlrous  Child. 

IS  H  A  L  L  tell  the  Story  fimply,  and.  leave  it  to  the 
PhyfiGians  to  reafon  upon  it.  Two  Days  ago,  I  faw 
a  Child,  which  two  Men  and  a  Nurfe,  who  called  them- 
felvcs  the  Father,  the  Uncle,  and  the  Aunt  of  it,  carried 

'  about  to  get  Money  by  (hewing  it,  becaufe  it  was  i^ 
ilrange  a  Creature.  It  was,  as  to  all  the  reft,  of  a  com- 
mon Form,  and  could  ftand  upon  its  Feet,  walk  and  gab- 
ble much  like  other  Children  of  the  fame  Age ;  it  had 
never,  as  yet,  taken  any  other  Nourifhment  but  from  the 
Nurfe's  Breafts,  and  what,  in  my  Prefence,  they  tried  to 
put  into  the  Mouth  of  it,  it  only  chewed  a  little,  and  Ipit 
out  again  without  fwallowing  *,  the  Cry  of  it  {ctm^dj  in* 
deed,  a  little  odd  and  particular,  and  it  was  juft  fourteen 
Months  old.  Under  the  Breail  it  was  joined  to  another 
Child,  that  had  no  Head,  and  that  had  the  Spine  of  tke 
Back  flopped  up,  the  reft  intire  -,  it  had  one  Arm  (horter 
than  the  other,  becaufe  it  had  been  broken,  by  Accident, 
at  their  Birth  ;  they  were  joined  Breaft  to  Breaft,  as  if  a 
leffer  Child  was  to  clafp  its  Arms  about  the  Neck  of  one 
Something  bigger.  The  Part  where  they  were  joined  to- 
gether, was  not  above  four  Fingers  broad,  or  thereabouts, 

'• '  fo  that  if  you  turn  up  the  imperfedk  Child,  you  might  fee 
*  the  Navel  of  the.  other  below  it,  and  the  joining  was  be- 
twixt the  Paps  and  the  Navel.  The  Navel  of  the  imper- 
fect Child  could  not  be  feen,  but  all  the  reft  of  the  BeJJy  j 
'fo  that  all  the  reft  that  was  not  joined  of  the  imperfect 
•one,,  as  Arms,  JButtocks,  Thighs,  and Xegs,.  hung  dang- 
ling upon  the  other,  and  might  reach  to  the  Mid-1^. 
The  Nurfe,  moreover,  told  us,  that  it  urined  at  both  Bo- 
dies, and  alfo  that  the  Members  of  the  other  were  nou- 
rilhed,  fenfible,  and  in  the  fame  Plight  with  that  fhe  gave 
fuck  to,  excepting  that  they  were  fhorter,  and  lefs.  This 
.  double  ^ody^  and  the  feferal  Limbs  relating  to  one  Head, 
Height  be  interpreted  as  a  favourable  Prognoftic  to  the 

King, 
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King,  of  maintaining  thofe  various  Parts  of  our  State  un«- 
der  the  Union  of  his  Laws  ;  but,  left  the  Event  fhould 
prove  otherwife,  ^tis  better  to  let  it  alone,  for  in  Things 
already  paft,  there  is  no  Divination ;  ^>lJt  q^uum  faHa  fun^^ 
turn  ad  conjeSluratn  aliqua  interpretatione  revocantur.     *  So 

*  as  when  they  are  come  to  pafs,  they  (hould  then,  by 

*  fome  Interpretation,  be  recalled  to  conjefture : '  As  'tis 
faid  of  Efimenides^  ^  that  he  always  prophefied  of  Things 

*  paft  *.'    I  have  lately  feen  a  Herdfman,  in  Medoc^  of  * 
about  thirty  Years  of  Age,  who  has  no  Sign    jMan  ocmSv 
of  any  genital  Parts ;  he  has  three  Holes  by   badm  Gim-^ 
which  he  inceflantly  voids  his  Water  •,  he  is   ^^' 
Bearded,  has  Defire,  and  loves  to  ftroke  the  Women, 

Thoie  that  we  call  Monfters,  are  not  fo  to  God,  wha 
fees,  in  the  Immenfity  of  his  Work,  the  in-  .  /^^^^  /^^ 
finite  Forms  that  he  has  therein  comprehend-    are  MonjUrs  ^ 
ed  : .  And  it  is  to  be  believed,  that  this  Fi-   prot^rly  fi 
gure,  which  does  aftoniih  us,  has  relation  to 
K)me  other  of  the  fame  kind,  unknown  to  Man.     From 
a  God  of  all  Wifdom,  nothing  but  good,  common,  and 
regular  proceeds  \  but  we  do  not  diibern  the  Difpofition 
and  Relation  of  Thinss.     ^  Sluod  crebro  videt^  non  mira^ 
tur^  etiamfi^  cur  fiat ^  nejcit :  ^od  ante  non  videt^  id^fi  eve^ 
nerity  ojientum  effe  cenfet.     *  What  Man  often  fees,  he  docs 

*  not  admire,  tho*  he  be  ignorant  how  it  comes  to  pafs  : 
^  But,  when  a  Thing  happens  he  never  faw  before,  that 

*  he  looks  upon  as  a  Prodigy/  What  falls  out  contrary 
to  Cuftom,  we  fay  is  contrary  to  Nature  \  but  nothing, 
whatever  it  be,  is  contrary  to  her.  Let,  therefore,  thrs 
univerfal  and  natural  Reaifon  expel  the  Error  and  Afto* 
nifhment  from  us,  that  Novelty  brings  along  with  it. 

y  Cic.  de  Dxvin.  lib.  ii.  c.  31.        *  ArtftotW^  Rhetork*  lib.  iii.  c.  it* 
*  Cic.  dc  Divin.  lib.  ii.  c.  22. 


L  1  2  G  H  A  P, 


l^iQ  MoNtAiGN£*5  £^^         BooktiJ 

CHAP.    XXXL 
OfANGER. 

PLUTJRCHis  admirable  throughout,  but  efpc- 
cially  where  he  judgps  of  human  Aftions :  What 
CbiUren  hf  ^"^  Things  docs  he  fay  in  the  Comparifon  of 
'^fcrettly  aiatt'  LjcuTgus  and  NuffUij  upon  the  Subjcdt  of  our 
domed  f  the      great  Folly  in  abandoning  Children  to  the 

^T^T"*^  ^  Care  and  Gcrvemment  o?  their   Fathers  1 
tbar  Parents.     ,  ^j^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^.^.j  Governments,  as 

^  Jriftotk  fays,  leave,  to  every  one,  after  the  manner  of 

*  the  Cy clops y  the  ordering  of  their  Wives  and  Children, 

*  according  to  their  own  foolilh  and  indifcreet  t^'ancy ; 

*  and  the  Lacedamoman  and  Cretetffian  are  almoft  the  on- 

*  ly  Governments  that  have  cofmmitted  the  Difcripline  of 

*  Children  to  the  Laws.*    Who  docs  not  fee,  that,  in  a 
Sute,  all  depends  upon  their  Nurture  and  Education  ?  And 

ct  they  are  indifcreetly  left  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Parents, 

et  thqn  be  as  foolifh  and  ill-natured  as  they  will. 

Amongft  other  Things,  how  oft  have  I,  as  I  have 

pafled  along  the  Streets,  had  a  good  mind 

<^^^^f-    to  write  a  ^rce,  to  revenge  the  poor  Boys, 

rin^sywhopi'   whom  1  havc  fcen  flcad,  knocked  down,  and 

nijh'iheirCbil-   almoft  murdcrcd,  by  fomc  Fathet  0t  Mo- 

dhnifftbe        thcr,  when  in  their  Fury,   and  mad  with 

'p£i''^       Rage?  You  fee  thcfm  come  out  with  Fire 

"  and  Fury  fparkling  in  their  Eyes. 


I 


rabie  jecur  mendente  feruntur 


PracipiteSj  ut  faxa  jugis  abrupt a^  quibus  mons 
SublrabUur^  clivffque  latus  pendente  recedtt^. 

L  e. 

With  burning  Fury  they  are  headlong  borne. 
As  when  great  Stones  are  from  the  Mountains  torn. 
By  which  the  Clifts  deprived  and  leflen'd  are. 
And  their  fteep  Sides  are  naked  left,  and  bare. 

(and, 

*  Juvenal.  Sat.  vi.  v.  548.  i^c 
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(and^  acording  to  Hippocrates^  *  the  moft  dangerous  Ma- 
*  ladies  are  they  that  disfigure  the  Countenance')  with  9 
iharp  and  roaring  Voice,  very  often  againft  thofe  that  are 
but  newly  come  from  Nurfe,  and  there  they  are  landed  an$ 
ftunned  with  Blows,  whilfl:  our  Juftice  takes  no  Cognizances 
of  it ;  as  if  thefe  were  not  the  Maims  and  DiflocaUQns  of 
the  Members  of  qjnr  Commonwealth. 

Gratum  eft  quodpatria  civem^  populoque  dedifti^ 
Si  fades  ut  Patria  Jit  idonens^  utilis  agriSy 
Utilis  et  belkrum  et  fads  rebus  agendis  *". 

/.  en 

It  is  ^  Gift  moft  acceptable,  when 
Thou  to  thy  Country  giv'ft  a  Citizen, 
Provided  thou  haft  had  the  Knack  of  it, 
To  make  him  for  his  Country's  Service  fit  i 
Ufeful  t'aflift  the  Earth  in  her  Increafe, 
.    And  ufeful  in  Afiairs  pf  War  and  Peace, 

There  is  no  Paflion  that  fo  much  perverts  Men*s  trup 
Judgment,  a$  Anger*  No  one  would  demur  upon  pu- 
nifhing  a  Judge  with  Death,  who  fhould  condemn  a  Cri* 
minal  from  a  Motive  of  Anger ;  why  then  fhould  Fathers 
and  School-maflers  be  any  more  allowed  to  whip  and  qhaf*- 
tifc  Children  in  their  Anger  ?  This  is  not  Correftion,  bijt 
Revenge.  ChafHfement  is  inflead  of  Phyfic  to  Children  ; 
and  fhould  we  bear  with  a  Phyfician,  that  was  animated 
againfl,  and  enraged  at  his  Patient  ? 

Jf  we  would  do  well,  we  fhould  never  lay  a  Hand 
upon  our  Servants  whilft  our  Anger  lafts ;    ^heFm^uof 
whilfl  the  Pulfe  beats  high,  and  that  we  feel    the  Perfm 
an  Emotion  in  ourfelves,  let  us  defer  the  Bu-    "^^  wefu- 
fmefs  ;  for  'tis  Paffion  that  commands,  and  ^^'J^f^. 
PafTion  that  fpeaks  then,  not  we  :  But  Faults  /ertntfnm 
feen  through  Paffion,  appear  much  greater  to    wto  they  are 
us  than  they  really  are,  as  Bodies  dp,  being   *^^'^^9* 
feen  through  a  Mifl.     He  that  is  hungry,  ufes  Meat,  but 
he  that  will  make  Ufe  of  Corredlion,  fhould  have  no  Ap- 
petite, neither  of  Hunger  or  Thirft,  to  it.     And,  morc- 

L  1  3  Q^^^x^ 

<  Javenal.  Sat  xiv«  r«  60,  tic. 
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over,  Chaftifements  that  are  inflided  with  Weight  and 
Difcretion,  are  much  better  received,  and  with  greater 
^nefit  by  him  who  fufFers  them.  Otherwife  he  will  not 
Ithink  himfcif  juftly  condemned  by  a  Man  tranfported.  with 
Anger  and  Fury,  and  will  alledge  his  Matter's  exce^ve 
PafTidn,  his  inflamed  Countenance,  his  unufual  Oaths,  his 
Turbulence,  and  precipitous  Rafhnefs,  for  his  own  Juf- 
tification^. 

^  Or  a  tument  ira^  mgrefcunt  f anguine  vena^ 
Lumina  Gorgonio  Xevius  igne  micant. 

i.  e. 

Rage  fwells  the  Lips,  with  black  Blood  fills  the  Veins  j 
And  in  their  Eyes  Fire  worfe  than  Gorgons  reigns. 

Suetonius  *  reports,  *  that,  Catus  Rabirius  having  been  con- 

*  demn'd  by  Cafar^  the  Thing  that  moft  prevailed  upon 

*  the  People  (to  whom  he  had  appealed)  to  determine  the 
f  Caufe  in  his  Favour,  was,  the  Animofity  and  Vehe- 

*  mency  that  Cafar  had  manifefted  in  that  Sentence. 
Saying  is  one  Thing  and  Doing  is  another ;  we  are  to 

^  DigrejBon  confider  the  Sermon  and  the  Preacher  apart. 
tm  Plvitar(?hV  Tbofc  Men  thought  themfelves  much  in  the 
Good-rnatHr^  Right,  who  in  our  Times  have  attempted  to 
-and  Equity.  fl^ake  the  Truth  of  our  Church  by  the  Vices 
of  her  Miniftcrs  \  but  fhc  extrads  her  Evidence  from  ano- 
ther Source,  for  that  is  a  foolilh  Way  of  arguing,  and 
woyld  throw  all  Things  into  Confufion.  A  Man  whofe 
Morals  are  good  may  hold  falfe  Opinions,  and  a  wicked 
Man  m^y  preach  Truth,  nay,  though  he  believe  it  not 
himfelf.  *Tis  doybtlefs  a  fine  Harmony  when  Doing  and 
Saying  ^o  together;  and  I  will  not  deny  but  that  Saying, 
when  Aftions  follow  it,  is  of  greater  Authority  and  Ef- 
ficacy, as  Eudqmi4^  faid,  hearing  a  Philofopher  talk  of 
military  Affairs,  *  '  Thcfe  Things  are  finely  faid,  but  he 

•  that  fpeaks  them  is  not  tp  be  believed,  for  his  Ears  have 

•  not  been  ufed  to  the  Sound  of  ttie  Trumpet.*    And  Cle- 
^mwsy  hearing  an  Orator  declaiming  upon  Valour,  burft 

out 

<  Ovid,  de  An.  lib.  iii.  v.  503,  504. 
•  Sueton.  m  Ju\.  C?arf*  i^«^V  wx   .      .' 
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put  into  Laughter,  at  which  the  other  being  angry,  *  I 

*  ihould,  faid  he  to  him,  do  the  feme  if  it  were  a  Swal- 

*  low  that  fpoke  of  this  Subjedt ;  but  if  it  were  an  Eagle 
.«  I  ihould  willingly  hear  him.'  I  perceive,  methinks,  in 
•the  Writings  of  the  Ancients,  that  he  who  fpeaks  what 
he  thinks,  ftrikes  much .  more  Home  than  he  that  only 
diflcmbles.  Hear  Cicero  fpeak  of  the  Love  of  Liberty  : 
Hear  Brutus  fpeak  of  it ;  you  may  judge  by  his  Stile  that 
he  was  a  Man  who  would  purchafe  it  at  the  Price  of  his 
Life.  Let  Cicero^  the  Father  of  Eloquence,  treat  of  the 
Contempt  of  Death,  and  let  Seneca  do  the  ^ 
fame ;  the  firft  does  languifliingly  drawl  it  q^^^ 
out,  fo  that  you  perceive  he  would  make  you  sencca.^'' 
refolve  upon  a  Thing  on  which  he  is  not  re- 

folved  himfelf.  He  infpires  you  not  with  Courage,  for 
iie  himfelf  has  none  ^  the  other  animates  and  inflames 
you. 

I  never  read  an  Author,  even  of  thofe  who  treat  of 
Virtue  and  of  AAions,  that  I  do  not  curioufly  examine 
what  a  Kind  of  Man  he  was  himfelf.  For  the  Epbori  A 
Sparta  *  *  feeing  a  diflblute  Fellow  propofe  wholefome 
^  Advice  to  the  People,  commanded  him  to  hold  his 
^  Peace,  and  intreated  a  virtuous  Man  to  attribute  the 

*  Invention  to  himfelf,  and  to  propofe  it.*  Plutartbl'% 
Writings,  if  well  underilood,  fufficiently  fpeak  their  Au- 
thor ;  and  I  think  I  know  his  very  Soul  \  and  yet  I  could 
wiih  that  we  had  fome  better  Account  of  his  Life :  And 
am  thus  far  wandered  from  my  Subjeft,  upon  the  Account 
of  the  Obligation  I  have  to  Aulus  GelHus^  for  haviqg 
left  us  in  writing  ^  this  Story  of  his  Manners,  tha^  brin^ 
me  back  to  my  Subjeft  of  Anger :  *  A  Slave  of  his,  a  vi- 

*  cious  ill-conditioned  Fellow,  but  who  had   -pi^^^^Yi  re* 
^  the  Precepts  of  Phjlofophy  fometimes  rung  pnuuhedfir 

*  in  his ,  E^rs,  having,   for  fome  Offence   Anger  iy  a 

«  of  his,  been  ftripped,  by  Plutarch^  Com-    ^^^^ft^^^- 
^  mand,  whilft  he  was  whipping,  muttered  at  firft  that  1$ 
^  was  without  Caufe,  and  that  he  had  done  nothing  to  de* 

*  ferve  it ;  but,  at  idi,  falling* in  good  Earneft  to  exclaiin: 
^  againft,  and  to  rail  at  hi$  Mafter,  he  reproached  him, 

L  1  4  *  tha^t. 

I  Aul.  Gdl.  lib,  xyiu,  c  3,  .        «»  Noft.  Attic,  lib,  i.  c  2.^-     . 
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*  that  he  did  not  aft  as  became  a  Philofc^her  \  that  he  had 

*  often  heard  him  fay  it  was  indecent  to  be  angry,  nay, 
^  had  writ  a  Book  to  that  Purpofe  \  and,  that  caufing  him 

*  to  be  fo  cruelly  beaten,  in  the  Height  of  his  Rage,  to* 
«  tally  gave  the  Lye  to  his  Writings.'  To  which  Plutarch 
calmly  and  coldly  anfwered^  *  How,  Ruffian,  faid  he.  By 

*  what  doft  thou  judge  that  I  am  now  angry  ?  Does  either 

*  my  Face,  my  Colour,  my  Voice,  or  my  Speech  give  any 

*  Manifeftation  of  my  being  moved  ?  I  do  not  think  my 

*  Eyes  look  fierce,  that  my  Countenance  is  difturbed,  or 

*  that  my  Voice  is  dreadful :  Do  I  redden  ?  Do  I  fbam  ? 

*  Does  any  W6rd  efcape  my  Lips  of  which  I  ought  to 

*  repent  ?  Do  I  ftart  ?  Do  I  tremble  with  Wrath  1  For 

*  thefe,  I  tell  thee,  are  the  true  Signs  of  Anger/  And  fo^ 
turning  to  the  Fellow  that  was  whipping  him,  *  Lay  on, 

*  faid  he,  whilft  this  Gentleman  and  I  dilputc/  This  is 
the  Story. 

Jircbytas  TarwtinuSj  returning  from  a  War  wherein  he 
had  been  CaptainrGencral,  found  all  Things  in  his  Houfe 
itx  very  great  Diforder,  and  his  Lands  uncultivated,  through* 
the  bad  Hufbandry  of  his  Receiver,  whom  having  fent 
for,  ^  *  Go,  Md  he.  If  I  were  not  in  Wrath  I  would  found<* 

not  Corre,.  '  ^Y  ^^^  Y^"-'  ^^^^^»  likewifc,  being  highly 
iiannen)er  offended  with  One  of  his  Slaves,  *  ^  Gave 
ought  to  be  gi^  *  Speujippus  Order  to  chaftife  hifn»  cxcufing 
''^  '^  ^^^^t  ^  himfclf  from  doing  it,  becaufe  he  was  in 
'  Anger.'  Aqd  Carillus,  a  Lacedamonian^  to  a  Helot  who 
tt!tied  himfelf  infolently  and  audacioufly  towards  him 
'^  '  By  the  Gods,  faid  he,  if  I  was  not  angry,  I  would  im- 

*  mediately  caufe  thee  to  be  put  to  Death, 

^Tis  a  Paflioh  that  js  pleased  with,  and  flatters  itfelf. 
.      /•  z  •«     How  oft,  when  we  have  been  wrongfully  mif- 

to  IJ>/L.    '^^'  ^^^^  ^^»  ^  ^^^  making  a  good  Defence 

or  Excufe,  been  in  a  PalFion  at  Truth  and  In- 
nocence itfelf  ?  In  Prpof  of  which  I  remember  a  marvel- 
iQUs  Example  of  Aptiqyity :  \  "*  Pifo^  othcrwifc  a  Man  of 

*  very 

^  Sec  Tufc,  Quacft   lib.  iv.  c.  36.  ^  S^cc.  dc  Ifi,  lib.  iii.  c.  12. 

'  Plutarch^  in  his  Notable  Sayings  of  ^e  andciit  Kings,  l^c. 

"  Mcntai^nej  for  what  Reafon  I  know  not,  giM^him  a  better  Charao- 
tCT  than  Seneca,  who,  de  Ira  lib.  i.  c.  1 5;,  fays,  dioa^  he'wa?.  f^  fijom  vasfr 
ny  Yii^tis,  'that  lie  was  V\l*xei»5titd.  ^isQidl extremely  ngorous." 
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very  eminent  Virtue,  being  nioved  againft  a  Soldier  of 
his,  for  that,  returning  alone  fromForaae,  he  could 
give  hini  no  Account  where  he  had  left  his  Comrade, 
took  it  for  granted  that  he  had  killed  him,  and  prefentl/ 
condemned  him  to  Death.  He  was  no  fooner  mounted 
upon  the  Gibbet  but  behold  his  ftrayed  Companion  ar- 
rives, at  which  all  the  Army  were  exceeding  glad  j 
and,  after  many  Carcfles  and  Embraces  of  the  two  Com- 
rades, the  Hangman  carried  both  into  Pifo*s  Prefence, 
all  the  Spedtators  believing  it  would  be  a  great  Pleafurc 
even  to  him  himfelf ;  but  it  proved  quite  contrary  5  for, 
through  Shame  and  Spite,  his  Fury,  which  was  not  yet 
cool,  redoubled  ^  and,  by  a  Subtlety  which  his  Paffion 
fuddenly  fuggefted  to  him,  he  made  three  criminal  for 
having  found  one  innocent,  and  caufed  them  all  to  be 
difpatched  ;  the  firft  Soldier,  becaufe  Sentence  had  paf- 
fcd  upon  him  ;  the  fccond,  who  had  loft  his  Way,  be- 
caufe he  was  the  Caufe  of  his  Companion's  Death ;  and 
the  Hangman,  for  not  having  obeyed  his  Order. 
Such  as  have  had  to  do  with  teft y  Women  may  have  expe- 
rienced into  what  a  Rage  it  puts  them  to  fee  q-^^  ^^^  ^^ 
their  Anger  treated  with  Silence  and  Cold-  mmeniltu 
nefs,  and  that  a  Man  difdains  to  nouriih  it.  pro^ktdt^ 
The  Orator  Celit/LS  was  wonderfully  choleric  ^^^^* 
by  Nature,  infomuch  that  when  a  certain  Man  fupped  in 
his  Company,  of  a  gentle  and  fweet  Con verfation,  and 
who,  that  he  might  not  move  him,  was  refolved  to  approve 
and  confent  to  all  he  faid  -,  he,  impatient  that  his  Ill-hu- 
mour fhould  thus  fpend  itfelf  without  Aliment, '  For  God'a 
^  Sake,  faid  he,  contradict  me  in  fomething,  that  we  may 
*  be  two  ".*  Women,  in  like  Manner,  are  only  angry  that 
others  may  be  angry  with  them  again,  in  Imitation  of  the 
Laws  of  Love.  Phocion^  to  one  that  interrupted  his  fpeak- 
ing  by  fharp  Abufe,  made  no  other  Return  than  Silence^ 
and  gave  him  full  Scope  to  vent  his  Spleen ;  and  then* 
without  any  Mention  of  this  Interruption,  he  proceeded 
\n  his  Difcourfe  where  he  had  left  off  before.  No  Anfwer 
(Uin  nettle  a  Man  like  fuch  a  Contempt. 

Of 

*  Soiec.  de  Ira>  lib.  ill.  c.  8» 
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Of  the  moft  choleric  Man  I  know  in  France  (Anger  being 
;-.  ^^^^^  ^^  always  an  hnpcrfcftion,  but  nwre  excufable  in 
'P^tA^er^  a  Soldier,  for  in  that  Profeflion  it  cannot 
than  harbour  it  fotactimcs  be  avoidcd)  I  often  fay,  that  he  is 
/ecretly.  ^j^^  jj^q^  pauent  in  bridling  his  Paflion,  it 

agiutes  him  with  fo  great  Violence  and  Fury, 

• magna  veluti  cum  flamma  fonore 

Virgea  fuggeritur  cofiis  undantis  abeni^ 
Exidtantque  afiu  latfces^  furit  intm  aquai^ 
Fumidus^  atque  alte  fpumis  exuberat  amniSj 
Nee  jam  fe  capil  unda^  volat  vaper  ater  ad  auraSn 

/.  e. 

So  when  unto  the  boiling  Cauldron's  Side 
>     A  crackling  Flame  of  Brufh-wood  is  apply'd. 

The  bubbling  Liquors  there  like  Springs  are  iccn 

To  fwcll,  and  foam  to  higher  Tides  within  ; 
.    Above  the  Brims  they  force  their  fiery  Way^ 

Black  Vapours  climb  aloft,  and  cloud  the  Day. 

that  he  muft  of  Necefllty  cruelly  conftrain  himfelf  to  mo* 
derate  it ;  and,  for  my  Part,  I  know  no  Paflion  which  I 
d3uld  with  fo  much  Violence  to  myfelf  attempt  to  cover 
and  fupport.  I  would  not  fet  Wifdom  at  fb  high  a  Price ; 
and  do  not  fo  much  confider  what  he  does,  as  how  much 
it  cofts  him  not  to  do  worfe.  Another  boafted  himfelf  to 
me  of  his  Good- nature  and  Behaviour,  which  is  in  Truth 
very  Angular ;  to  whom  I  replied,  *  That  it  was  indeed 

*  fomething,  efpecially  in  Perfons  of  fo  eminent  Quality 

*  as  himfelf,  upon  whom  every-one  had  their  Eyes,  to  ap- 

*  pear  always  well-tempered  to  the  World  ;  but  that  the 

*  principal  Thing  was  to  make  Provifion  for  within,  and 
^  for  himfelf ;  and  that  it  was  not,  in  my  Opinion,  very 

*  well  to  order  his  Bufinefs  inwardly  to  fret  himfelf,  which 

*  I  was  afraid  he  did,  for  the  Sake  of  maintaining  this 

*  Maflc  and  Moderation  in  outward  Appearance.*  A  Man 
incorporates  Anger  by  concealing  it,  as  "Diogenes  told  De* 
mojibenes^  who,  for  Fear  of  being  fecn  in  a  Tavern,  with- 
drew himfelf  the  farther  into  it,  * '  The  more  you  recede, 

.         •  the 

•  iEncid.  lib.  vii.  v.  662,  &fr. 

P  Diog.  Loert.  ixit3itl&o(  Di^geMi  the  CynSc,  lib.  vL  kSu  34. 
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*  the  farther  you  enter  in.  I  would  rather  advife  that  a 
Man  fhould  give  his  Servant  a  Box  of  the  Ear  a  little  un* 
feafonably,  than  torture  his  Mind  by  putting  on  fuch  a 
fedate  Countenance ;  and  had  rather  difcover  my  PaflTibhs 
than  brood  over  them  at  my  own  Expence  ;  they  grow 
lefs  by  being  vented  and  exprefled ;  and  it  is  much  better 
their  Point  Ihould  operate  outwardly  than  be  turned  to- 
wards ourfelves.  *^  Omnia  Vitia  in  (iperto  levicra  funt :  (^ 
tunc  perniciojiffima^  quumfimidatd  Sanitdte  fubfidunt.    ^  All 

*  Vices  are  lefs  dangerous  when  open  to  be  feen,  and  then 

*  moft  pernicious  when  they  lurk  under  a  diifembled 

*  Temper. 

I  admonifh  all  who  have  Authority  to  be  angry  in  my 
Family,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  be  fparing  of       .      , 
their  Anger,  and  not  to  lavifli  it  upon  every  f^^\nt^ 
Occafion  ^  for  that  both  leflens  the  Weight   Di/co^ery  of 
'  and  binders  the  Effeft  of  it.  Loud  Exclama-   ^^i^  againfi 
tipn  is  fp  cuftomary  that  every  one  defpifes  it ;    ^o^fl*^* 
and,  th^t  your  Clamour  at  a  Servant  for  a  Theft  is  not 
mioc^jcd,  becaufe  it  is  no  more  than  what  he  has  feen  you 
malps;  a  hpndred  Times,  againft  him,  for  having  ill  walhed 
a  Glafs,  or  mifplaced  a  Stool.   Secondly,  that  they  do  not 
fpend  their  Breath  in  vain,  but  make  fure  that  their  Rc^- 
proof  reach  the  Pprfon  in  Fault  \  for  ordinarily  they  arc 
apt  to  bawl  before  he  comes  into  their  Prefence,  and  con* 
tinue  fcolding  ^n  Age  ^fter  he  is  gone  ; 

I  Et  fecum  petulans  amentia  certatf 

i.  e. 
And  peevifh  Madnefs  with  itfelf  contends* 

They  quarrel  with  their  own  Shadows,  an4  pu(h  the  Storm 
in  a  Place  where  no  one  is  eijiher  chaftifed  or  interefted, 
but  in  the  Clamour  of  their  Voic?,  which  is  unavoidable, 
I  likewife,  in  Quarrels,  condeipn  thof?  who  huff  apd  va- 
pour without  an  Adverfary  ;  fuch  I^doniontades  are  to 
be  referved  to  difcharge  upon  the  offending  Party. 

•  Mugitus  veluti  cum  prima  in  pralia  taurus 
Terrtyicos  ciet^  atque  irafci  in  cornua  tentat^ 

9  Senec.  Epifl.  56.         '  Claudian.  in  Eutrop.  lib.  i.  v.  237. 

•  ^neid.  lib.  xii,  v.  103,  t35c. 
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Arhorts  phnixm  trunco^  ventofque  lacefftt 
ISHbus^  f^  Jparfa  ad  pugnam  proludif  arena. 

I.  e. 

Like  angry  Bulls  that  make  the  Valleys  ring, 
Prefs*d  to  the  Fight,  with  dreadful  bellowing  ; 
•  Which  whet  their  Horns  againft  the  fturdy  Oak, 
And,  kicking  back  their  Heels,  the  Winds  provoke  ^ 
And,  toffing  up  the  Earth,  a  Duft  do  raife 
As  furious  Preludes  to  enfuing  Frays. 

When  I  am  angry,  my  Anger  is  very  (harp,  but  withal 
The  Juthtn^s  ^^^  ftiort,  and  as  private  as  poffible  ;  J  am 
Jnptronpteat  indeed  hafty  and  violent,  but  never  am  be- 
'4f3iUttU  Occa-  fide  myfelf,  fo  that  I  throw  out  all  Manner 
J^^*  of  injurious  Words  at  random,  and  without 

Choice,  and  never  confider  properly  to  dart  mv  Raillery 
where  I  think  it  will  give  the  decpeft  Wound ;  for  I  com- 
monly make  ufe  of  no  other  Weapon  in  my  Anger  than 
my  Tongue.  My  Servants  have  a  better  Bargain  of  me 
in  great  Occafions  than  in  little  ones ;  the  latter  furprife 
me  •,  and  the  Mifchief  of  it  is,  that,  when  you  are  once 
upon  the  Precipice,  it  is  no  Matter  who  gives  you  the 
Pufh,  for  you  are  fure  to  go  to  the  Bottom  ;  the  Fall 
urges,  moves,  and  makes  hafte  of  itfelf.  In  great  Occa- 
fions  this  fatisfies  me,  that  they  are  fo  juft  every-one  ex- 
pels a  warrantable  Indignation  in  me,  and  then  I  am  proud 
of  deceiving  their  Expeftation  ;  againft  thefe  I  gird  and 
prepare  myielf;  theydifturb  my  Head,  and  threaten  to 
crack  my  Brain,  fliould  I  give  Way  to  them.  I  can'eafi- 
ly  contain  myfelf  from  entering  into  one  of  thefe  PaflTions, 
and  am  ftrong  enough,  when  lexped them,  to  repel  their 
Violence,  be  the  Caufe  never  fo  great ;  but,  if  a  Paffion 
once  prepoffefs  and  feizc  me,  it  carries  me  away,  be  the 
Caufe  ever  fo  fmall ;  which  makes  me  thus  indent  with 
thofe  who  may  contend  with  me,  viz.  When  they  fee  me 
firft  moved,  let  me  alone,  right  or  wrong,  I  will  do  the 
fame  for  them.  The  Storm  is  only  begot  by  the  Concur- 
rence of  Refentments,  which  eafily  fpring  from  o^ic  ano- 
ther, and  arc  not  born  together.  Let  every-one  have  his 
own  Way,  and  we  fliall  be  always  at  Peace :  A  profitable 
3  Advice, 
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Advice,  but  hard  to  pradtife.  Sometimes  alfo  it  falls  out> 
that  I  put  on  a  feeming  Anger,  for  the  better  Governing 
of  my  Family,  without  any  real  Emotion.  As  Age  rcn* 
ders  my  Humours  more  (harp,  I  ftudy  to  oppofe  them  j 
and  will,  if  I  can,  order  it  fo,  that  for  the  Future  I  may 
be  fo  much  the  left  peevifh  and  hard  to  pleafe,  the  more 
£xcu&  and  Inclination  I  have  to  be  fo,  although  I  hav^ 
heretofore  been  reckoned  amongft  thofe  that  have  the 
greateft  Patience. 

A  Word,  to  conclude  this  Chapter :  ArifiotU  fays  ^  That 

*  Anger  fometimes  fcrves  to  arm  Virtue  and 

*  Valour.'  'Tis  likely  it  may  be  fo,  never^  Wr^is  pr^ 
thelefs,  they  who  contradict  him  pleafantly  p^r  to  animate 
anfwer,  *  That  *tis  a  Weapon  of  novel  Ufe ;    Virtue  and 

*  for  we  move  other  Arms,  this  moves  us^    y^dour. 

^  our  Hands  guide  it  not,  'tis  it  that  guides  our  Hands ; 

*  it  holds  us,  we  hold  not  it/ 


CHAP.  xxxn. 

T>efence  g/*  Seneca  and  PlotaRch. 

TH  E  Familiarity  I  have  had  with  thefe  two  Authors^ 
and  the  Affiftance  they  have  lent  to  my  Age  and  to 
my  Book,  which  is  wholly  compiled  of  what!  have  bor- 
rowed from  them,  obliges  me  to  ftand  up  for  their  Ho- 
nour. 

As  to  Seneca^  amongft  a  Million  of  Pamphlets  that  thofe 
of  the  pretended  Reformed  Religion  difperfc  ComiamAn  be- 
abroad  for  the  Defence  of  their  Caufe  (and  t^xt  Seneca" 
which  fometimes  proceed  from  a  Pen  fo  good,  ^md  the  CarJi- 
that 'tis  pity  'tis  not  employed  in  a  better  ^^^/^rnm. 
Subjeft)  I  formerly  faw  one,  which,  in  Order  to  draw  a 
complete  Parallel  betwixt  the  Government  of  our  la^iepoor 
King  Charles  the  Ninth  and  that  of  N€ro^  compares  the 
late  Cardinal  of  Lorrain  with  Seneca^  in  their  Fortunes 
(as  they  were  both  of  them  Prime  Minifters  to  their 
Princes)  j  in  their  "Manners,  Conditions,  and  Deportments^ 
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as  having  been  very  near  alike.  Herein,  I  think,  he  does 
the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  a  great  Honour  *,  for,  thoCigh  I 
am  one  of  thofe  who  have  a  great  Eflieem  for  his  Wit, 
Eloquence,  and  Zeal  for  Religion,  and  for  the  Service  of 
his  King,  and  reckon  it  was  his  Happinefs  to  be  bora  in 
an  Age  wherein  it  was  a  Thing  fo  new,  fo  rare,  and  alfo 
fo  neceflary  for  the  public  Weal,  to  have  an  Ecclefiaftical 
Pcrfon,  of  fo  high  Birth  and  Dignity,  and  fo  fufficient 
and  capable  for  his  Place ;  yet,  to  confefs  the  Truth,  I 
do  not  think  his  Capacity  by  many  Degrees  equal  to  Sc- 
Meca\  nor  his  Virtue  either  fo*  pure,  intire,  or  fteady. 

Now  this  Book  whereof  I  am  fpeaking,  to  bring  atx>ut 
n  mal'  ^^  Defign,  gives  a  very  injurious  Defeription 

W  uHfiuy'''  ^^  Seneca^  by  Reproaches  borrowed  from  Dion 
Charaaer  .  the  Hiftorian  whofe  Teftimony  I  do  not  at 
'which  Dion  all  believe  -,  for,  fetting  afide  the  Inconliften- 
gt'oes  tfSe-  ^y  ^f  ^j^jg  Writer,  who,  after  having  called 
€9utraty\o  Semca  in  one  Place  very  wife,  and  in  another 
'what  is  re-  .  a  mortal  Enemy  to  Nero^s  Vices,  makes  him 
fme^tfhim  elfcwhcre  avaricious,  an  Ufurer,  ambitious, 
iy  aatus.  effeminate,  voluptuous,  and  a  falfc  Pretender 
to  Philofophy,  Seneca*^  Virtue  appears  fo  lively  and  vi- 
gorous in  his  Writings,  and  his  Vindication  is  fo  clear 
againft  any  of  thefe  Imputations,  and  particularly  as  to 
his  Riches  and  extraordinary  Expences,  that  I  cannot  be- 
lieve any  Teftimony  to  the  Contrary.  And,  befides,  it  is 
much  more  reafonaole  to  believe  the  Roman  Hiftorians  in 
fuch  Things  than  the  Greeks  and  Foreigners.  Now  Tact- 
tus  and  the  others  fpeak  very  honourably  both  of  his  Life 
and  Death,  and  reprefent  him  to  us  a  very  excellent  and 
virtuous  Perfonage  in  all  Things  ;  and  I  will  alledge  no 
other  Reproach  againft  Dion^s  Report  but  this,  which  I 
cannot  avoid,  namely,  that  he  has  fo  crazy  a  Judgment 
in  the  Roman  Affairs,  that  he  dares  to  maintain  Julitu  de- 
far'^  Caufe  againft  Pompey^  and  that  of  AfHbony  againft 
Cicero. 

Let  us  now  come  to  Plutarch :  John  Bodinus  is  a  good 
Bodinus,  a  Author  of  our  Time,  and  of  much  greater 
good  Author^  Judgment  than  his  cotemporary  Clafs  of 
vi/j/Sw  Plu-       Scribblers,  fo  that  he  deferves  to  be  carefully 

S  read 
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read  and  confidered.     I  find  him^  though  a   tarch>  wkm 
little  bold  in  that  Paflage  of  his  Method  cf  Montaigne 
I^ftory^  where  he  accufcs  Plutarch  not  only   ^^^^^^^^^  ' 
of  Ignorance  (wherein  I  would  have  let  him  alone,  this 
not  being  a  Subjeft  for  me  to  fpeak  to)  but  *  That  he  oft 

*  writes  Things  incredible  and  abfolutely  fabulous/  whick 
are  his  own  Words :  If  he  had  fimply  faid,  *  That  he 

*  writes  Things  otherwife  than  they  really  are,'  it  had 
been  no  great  Reproach ;  for  what  we  have  not  fcen  wc 
receive  from  other  Hands,  and  take  upon  Truft  ^  and  I 
fee  he  purpofely,  fometimes,  varioufly  relates  the  fame 
Story ;  as  the  Judgment  of  the  three  bed  Captains  that 
ever  were,  formed  hy.  Hannibaly  which  is  given  otherwife  in 
the  Life  of  Flaminius^  and  another  Way  in  that  of  Pyrrhus: 
But  to  charge  him  with  having  believed  Things  incredible 
and  impoffible,  is  to  accufe  the  moll:  judicious  Author  in 
the  World  of  Want  of  Difcernment.  And  this  is  his  Ex- 
ample :  ^  As,  fays  he,  when  ^  he  relates  that  a  Laced^r 
'  monian  Boy  fuffered  his  Bowels  to  be  torn  ThtBowebtf 
^  oyt  by  a  Fox-cub,  which  he  had  ftolen,  and   n  Lacedacmo- 

*  kept  it  concealed  under  his  Coat  till  he  fell    n»n^?y  ««^ 

*  down  dead,  rather  than  he  would  difcover   ^^^^^ 

*  his  Theft.*    In  the  firft  Plact,  I  find  this   iiLanah/urd 
Example  ill  chofen,  forafmuch  as  it  is  very   ^mdincrutiik 
hard  to  limit  the  Efforts  of  the  Faculties  of  ^^^^ 

the  Soul,  whereas  we  have  better  Authority  to  limit  and 
know  the  Strength  of  the  Body ;  and  therefore,  if  I  had 
been  as  he,  I  fhould  rather  have  chofen  an  Example  of 
this  fecond  Sort ;  and  there  are  fome  that  are  incredible  : 
Amongft  others,  that  which  he  relates  of  Pyrrhus^  * "  That, 

*  all  over  wounded  as  he  was,  he  (truck  one  of  his  Ene- 
^  mies,  who  was  armed  from  Head  to  Foot,  fo  great  a 
^  Blow  with  his  Sword,  that  he  clave  him  down  from  his 
'  Crown  to  his  Scat,  whereby  the  Body  was  divided  into 
'  two  Parts/  In  this  Example  I  find  no  great  Miracle  ; 
nor  do  I  admit  of  the  Excufe  he  makes  fot*  Plutarch^  by 
his  having  added  the  Wotds  '  as  *tis  faid*,  by  Way  of  Cau» 
tion  to  fufpend  our  Belief;  for,  unlefs  it  be  in  Things  rcceiv- 

ed 

^  In  the  hik  of  LvcargMj,  c.  i^  ofJmyaniTs  Tranflation. 
"  In  the  Life  o{  Pjrr^us,  c.  12,  ^ 


528  MontaigneV  Effiys^  Book  IL 

cd  by  Authority,  and  from  a  Reverence  to  Antiquity  or 
Religion,  he  would  never  have  himfelf  admitted,  nor  pro- 
pofed  to  us  to  believe.  Things  incredible  in  themfelves  ; 
and  that  the  Words  *  as  "tis  laid*  are  not  put  by  him  in 
this  Place  to  that  EfFeft,  is  cafy  to  be  feen,  becaufe  he 
dfewhere  relates  to  us,  upon  this  Subjedt,  of  the  Patience 
of  the  Lacedaemonian  Children,  Examples  happening  in  his 
r he  Patience  of  Time,  more  unlikely  to  prevail  upon  our 
fbi  LjL^  Faith ;  as  what  Cicero  has  teftified  bcrore  him, 
monian  Cbil^  who,  he  fays,  was  upon  the  Spot,  •  "^  That, 
*^-  even  to  their  Times,  there  were  Children 

•  found  9  who,  in  the  Trial  of  Patience  which  they  were      - 

•  put  to  before  the  Altar  of  Dianaj  fuffered  themfelves  to     t 

•  be  there  whipped  till  the  Blood  ran  down  their  Bodies, 

*  not  only  without  crying  out,  but  without  fo  much  as  a 

•  Groan ;  and  fome  till  they  thene  voluntarily  loft  their 

*  Lives  :*  '  And  that  which  Plutarch  alfo,  amongfl  an 
Hundred  other  Witnefles  relates,  viz. '  That,  at  a  S^crifict^ 

*  a  burning  Coal  being  fallen  into  the  Sleeve  of  a  Laceddemo- 

*  nian  Boy,  as  he  was  cenfing,  he  fuffered  his  whole  Arm 

*  to  be  burned,  till  the  Smell  of  the  broiling  Flefti  was  pcr- 

•  ceived  by  the  Affiftants.'  There  was  nothing,  according 
Thievery  odi-  to  their  Cuftom,  wherein  their  Reputation 
cus  to  tbeS^Kt-  was  more  concerned,  nor  which  would  expofe 
^^*  them  to  more  Blame  and  Di%race,  than  the 
being  taken  in  Theft.  I  am  fo  fully  fatisfied  of  the  Mag- 
naniinity  of  thofe  People,  that  Plutarcb"^  Account  does 
not  only  not  appear  to  me,  as  it  has  to  Bodinus^  incredible, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  fo  much  as  rare  and  ftrange.  The 
Spartan  Hiftory  is  full  of  a  Thoufand  more  cruel  and  rare 
Examples,  and  is  indeed  all  Miracles  in  this  View.  Mar- 
cellinus  reports,  concerning  Theft,  '  That,  in  his  Time, 
^iyi0»H>T^  m#r«    *  there  were  no  Sort  of  Torments  which  could 

i  at  every  very  1     1       t-.         •  1  1  •       •  . 

muchpraaijed  ^  Compel  the  Egyptians^  when  taken  in  this 
by  the  Egyp-  <  Mifdemeanor,  though  a  People  very  much 
«ans.  c  addidted  to  it ',  fo  much  as  to  tell  their  Name. 

KSpa- 

^  Tufc.  Quxft.  lib.  ii.  c.  14.. 

*  We  have,  fays  Cicero^  feen  Numbers  of  their  Lads  fighting  with  incre- 
dible Fury,  with  their  Fifts,  Heels,  Nails,  and  Teeth,  till  they  died,  be- 
fore they  would  own  they  were  conquered.   Life  of  Pyrrhms^  lib.  v.  c  27. 

>  Ainm.  Marccll.  lib.  22.  c.  16. 
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A  Spanifi)  Peafant,  being  put  to  the  Rack  about  the 
Accomplices  of  the  Murder  of  the  PrsBtor    1?^^,.^.^^^ 
Luctus  Pijffj  cried  out,  in  the  Height  ot  the    Spaniih  i***- 
Torment,  *  *  That  his  Friends  ihould  not  fantputtntbi 

*  leave  him,  but  look  on  without  any  Sort   ^«''^^^« 

*,  of  Fear  5  forafmuch  as  no  Pain  had  Power  to  force  one 

•  Word  of  Confeflion  from  him:*  This  was  all  they  could 
get  from  him  the  firft  Day.  The  next  Day,  as  they  were 
leading  him  a  fecond  Time  to  the  Torture^j  rulhing  with 
Violence  out  of  the  Hands  of  his  Guards,  he  furioufly 
ran  his  Head  againfl:  a  Wall,  and  beat  out  his  Brains. 

Ef ichor  is  ^  *  having  tired  and  glutted  the  Cruelty  of 
Nero*s  Guards,  and  undergone  their  Burnings,    j)gath  e/'Epi- 
tJieir  Bailinadoes,  and  .their  Engines  a  whole    charis  on  the 
Day  together^  without  one  Syllable  of  Con-    ^^^ 
feflion  of  her  Confpir^cy  \  being  the  next  Day  brought 
again  to  the  Rack,  with  her  Limbs  all  bruifed  fo  that  fhe 
could  not  i]tand,  (he  put  the  Lace  of  her  Robe,  with ,  a 
running  Noofe,  over  one  of  the  Arms  of  her  Chair,  and, 
fuddenly  flipping  her  Head  into  it,  with  the  Weight  of 
her  own  Body,  hanged  herfelf :  As  (he  had  the  Courage 
to  die  after  that  Manner,  is  it  not  to  be  prefumed  that  fhe 
purpofely  lent  her  Life  to  the  Trial  of  her  Fortitude  the 
Day  before,  ^purely  to  mock  the  Tyrant,  and  encourage 
others  to  the  like  Attempt?  And  whoeverwill  enquire  of 
our  Light-horfemen  what  Experiences  they  have  had,  in 
thefe  our  Civil  Wars,  y/ill  find  Examples  of  Suffering  and 
Obftinacy  in  "this  miferable  Age  of  ours,  and  amongft  the 
foft  and  e^eminate  Crew,  worthy  to  be  compared  with  thofe 
we  have  now  related  of  the  Spartan  Virtue. 

I  know  there  have  been  fimple  Perfons  amongft  us,  who 
have  endured  the  Soles  pf  their  Feet  to  be    Wnderftd 
broiled  upon  a  Gridiron;  their  Fingers-endil    Confianty  of, 
fmalhed  to  Pieces  with  the  Cock  ota  Piftol,    'f ^«'*»  ^««- 
and  their'blpody  Eyes  fqueefed  out  pf  their  {|f^5"'"^ 
Heads,  by  Force  of  a  Cord  twilledi  about   Wars^  in 
their  Brows,  before  they  would  fo  much  as   MootaigneV 
confent  to  ranfom.    I  faw  one  left  ftark  na-    ^'^'• 
kcd  for  dead  in  a  Ditch,  his  Neck  black  and  fwelled,  with 

Vol.  IL-  Mm-  a  Halter 

^  Tacit  Annal.  lib.  iv.  c.  4$.         *  Idem.  lib.  xv.  c*  ;7» 
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a  Halter  yet  about  it,^  with  which  they  had  dragged 

atl  Night  at  a  Hotie's  Tail  -,  his  Body  pinked  in  a  hundred 
Places  with  Stabs  of  Daggers  which  had  been  gi'""~  ^'~ 
not  to  kill  him,  but  to  put  him  to  Pain,  and  t 
him  :  Having  aidurcd  alt  thie,  and  even  to  being  fpeech- 
Icfs  and  infL-nfiblc,  he  refolved,  as  he  himfelf  told  me, 
rather  to  die  a  thoufand  Deaths  (one  of  which  indeed,  aj 
to  Mattel-  of  Suffering,  he  had  already  fuffered)  before  he 
would  protniie  any  Thing  %  and  yet  he  was  one  of  the 
Ticheft  Hulbandmen  of  all  the  Country,  How  many 
have  been  feen  patiently  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  burnt 
and  roafted,  for  Opinions  taken  upon  Truft  from  othcrj, 
and  by  them  not  at  all  underftood !  I  have  known  a  hun- 
dred and  a  hundred  Women  (for  Gafeonyy  they 
WomnO-  j-gy^  Ijjj  ^  certain  Prerogative  for  Obftinacy) 
-        '  whom  you  might  fooner  have  made  to  eat 

Fire  than  quit  an  Opinion  they  had  conceived  in  Angei. 
They  are  more  exafpcraled  by  Blows  and  Conftraint. 
And  he  that  forged  the  Story  ol  the  Woman,  who,  in  de- 
fiance of  all  Corrcftion,  Threats,  and  Baftinadoes,  ceaicd 
not  to  call  her  Hufband  loufy  Knave;  and,  when  fhcwaa 
plunged  over  Head  and  Ears  in  Water,  and  durft  not  open 
her  Mouth  for  Fear  of  being  choakcd,  could  yet  lift  her 
Hands  above  her  Head  and  make  a  Sign  of  cracking 
Lk:e  j  feigned  a  Tale,  of  which  in  Truth  we  every  Day 
'fee  a  manifell  Image  in  the  Obftinacy  of  Women  ;  and 
Obftinacy  is  the  Sifter  of  Conftancy,  at  kaft  m  Vigour 
-and  Stability. 

J^^'C  are  not  to  judge  what  is  poiEble  and  what  h  not, 
7h(faUiMcn'  accordmg  to  what  is  credible  and  incredible 
flat  ofhejlbi-  lo  our  Apprchenfion,  as  I  have  faid  elfewhetc : 
l^n«iid  impef  ^nd  it  is  a  great  Fault,  yet  a  Fault  moft 
fibiuij.  y[fn  are  guiky  of  (wlvich  neverthelefe  I  do 

not  mention  in  Regard  to  Bodhtus)  to  make  a  Difficulty 
of  believing  that  in  another,  which  they  could  not,  or 
would  not  do  themfelves.  Every  one  thinks  that  the 
fovereign  Stamt>  of  human  Nature  is  imprinted  ift  him, 
and  that  from  him  all  others  muft  take  their  Rule  ;  atiJ 
that  all  Proccedifigs,  which  arc  not  like  hi«,  arc  feigned 
-S.'vi  ftdfe.     Is  any  Thhng  of  another's  AftiiMis  or  Facul- 


r 
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ties  propofed  to  him  ?;  The  firft  Thiqg  he  calls  to. the  Con- 
fultation  df  his  Judgment  is  his  own  Example  \  and  as 
Matters  go  with  him  fo^hey  muft  of  Ncceflity  do  with  all 
the  World  befides*-  O  dangerous  and  intolerable  Folly  J 
For  my  Part. I  consider  fomc  Men  as  very  far  beyond  me, 
efpecially  amonff.  the  Ancients  ^  and  yet,  thdughl  clearly 
difcera  my  Inability  to.  qome  near  them  by-  ^  Mile^  I  do 
not  forbear  iq  keep  them  in  Sight,  and  to  judge  of  whajt 
does  elevate  them  lb|  of.  which  I  alfo  perceive  iome  Seeds 
in  mylelf  i  as  I  alfo  do  of  the  extreme  Meannefs  of  foma 
other  Minds^:  whipii'J  neither  am.  aA'oniihed  at,  nor  yet 
do  mifbelieve,  I  very:  well  perceivQ- the,  Turns  thofc  great 
Souls  takd  tO/ ratfe  :t^emfelves5  and  Ladpiire  their  Granf** 
deqr.;.  and  thofe  F^ght4  that  I  think  tbe>  braved  I  am  glad 
to  iinitate,  where,  ihopgh  j[  w^nt  Wing,  yet  my.Judg.- 
i»enit,gpjes  alofi^  with  tjhem; 

The  other  :£9taqtpk  he  introduces  of  Things  incredibln*, 
and  wholly  fabulous,  delivered  by  Plutarcby  is,  ^  ^  That 

*  jfg^hus  was  fined,  jby  the  £pi&m  forJ\aving  • , 
* .  too  jFar  engroffed  the  I^carts  and  APfedions    ^^^"t  ,  • 

*  of  iheCitiz^stohimfclfalone/  And  herein   E^\vNl%liL^ 
I.  .do  not  fee:.whavS^.<^  Falfity  is  to  h^  fituatittghimt 
found :  But  fo  it  is  fii^  JPliaarcb  there  fpeaks  .^'V/«?  tie 
.of-;Tbingsr  that  mu^.ncpds  be  better  known   pl^'^^'^'r 
to  Jb^iithap  to  us  \  And  it  was  no  new  Thing 
ilik.Qreece.  to  fee  Mei)  punilhed  and  exiled  only  for  being 
too  accqpublc.  to  the  People,  witpejfs .  the  Oftracifm  an4 

Petalifm, .  ..  ■. 

TheceilS  yeK  ir)  thi^Fla(;e  another.  Accufation  laid  againi): 
P/i(/tfri?i&, -which  I  cannot  well  digeft  ^  where    ff^Jbeti^  piii^ 
hb  fay's,  ^  That  he  has  faithfully  matched  ^  tarch,  im  his 

*  Romans  with  Romans^  and  Creaks  with  ^^'"^fV^^ 
\  <^reiks:%  but  npt  tht'Homans  vvith  \i^t  Greeks,  g^'Ss^W 
^  witncfs,  fays  he,   Demqftbenes  and  Cicero,,  w^i^iugi'^ 

*  Cofo  and  ^{ftides,  ^'lla  and  Lyfander,  Mar-  »»f  Pr^titna 
<  cellus  and  Pelopidas^ '  and  Pompy\  and  Agefi-    ^'  tm^ter. 

^  iaus.^  3t>ppofiog  that  he  has/avoured  the  Gr^^^i  in  giving 
them  Companions  r fo  unequal,  which '. is  jeally  to  attack 
what  in  Fiutarcb  is  'moft  'excellei>t,:  and  moft  to  be  com'- 

;    .  ' :  ■■  ^.  M  m  a  . .    ; ,  ■  rtehd^i 

^  Ih  the  Life  oi  Jgefilausy  c.  s. 
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mended ;  for  in  his  Parallels  (whkh  is  the  mod  admin 
blc  Piece  of  all  his  Works,  and  with  which,  in  my  Opi^' 
nion,  he  was  himfclf  the  moft  pleafcd)  the  Fidelity  and 
Sincerity  of  his  Judgments  equal  their  Depth  and  Weight. 
He  is  a  Phslofopher  that  teaches  us  Virtue  :  Let  us  fee  whe- 
ther we  cannot  defend  him  from,  this  Reproach  of  Preva- 
rication and  Falfity.  All  that  I  can  imagine  could  give 
Occafion  to  tliis  Cenfure,  is  the  great  and  Ihining  Luftre 
of  the  Roman  Names,  with  which  we  are  captivated 
does  not  fcem  likely  to  us  that  Dsmeflhenes  could  rival  tl 
Glory  of  a  Conful,  Proconful,  and  Qiieftor  of  that  grcaf^ 
Republic  i  bur,  if  a  Man  confider  the  Truth  of  the  Faft, 
and  the  Men  in  themfelves,  which  is  Plutarch^  chiefcft 
Aim,  and  more  to  balance  their  Manners,  their  Natures, 
and  Parts,  than  their  Fortunes,  I  think,  contrary  to  fio- 
dinus,  that  Cicero  and  the  elder  Cato  come  ftort  of  the 
Men  with  whom  they  are  compared.  I  Ihould  ioioner, 
for  his  Purpofe,  have  chofen  the  Example  of  the  younger 
Cato  compared  with  Phocion,  for  in  tUis  Couple  there 
would  have  been  a  more  likely  Difparity  to  the  Romaa\ 
Advantage.  As  to  Marceliuj,  Sytla,  and  Pempey^  I  very 
well  difcern  that  their  Exploits  of  War  are  greater  and 
more  full  of  Pomp  and  Glory  than  thofe  of  the  Greiks 
whom  Plutarch  compares  with  them;  but  the  braveft  and 
moft  virtuous  Actions,  no  more  in  War  than  elfewhcre, 
are  not  always  the  moft  renowned  :  I  often  fee  the  Namts 
of  Captains  obfcured  by  the  Splendor  of  other  Names  of, 
leis  Merit,  witnefs  Labiemis,  Vtnlidius^  Telefinus^  and  fe-i 
vera!  others  -,  And,  to  take  it  that  Way,  were  I  to  com- 
plain, on  the  Belialf  of  the  Greeks^  might  I  not  fay,  iJij 
Camilhis  was  much  lefs  comparable  to  ThemiJlocltSy  tl 
Craccbi  to  Agis^  and  Cleemeites  and  Numa  to  Lycwgus 
But  'tis  Folly  to  judge  of  Things  that  have  fo  many  Al 
pefts  at  one  View. 

When  Phitarfh  compares  them,  he  does  not  for  all  tbl 
Plutarch  ^V      make  them  equal.     Who  could   more 
gantly  and  fincerely  have  marked  their 
lindion  ?  Does  he  parallel  the  Viftorics,  i 
tial  Atchievements,  the  Power  of  the  Armio 
conduced  by  Pemfey^  and  his  Triumphs,  with 
thofe 


Ire 
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thore  QiAgefilaus ;  *  I  do  not  believe  %  fap  he^  thjit  Xeno- 

*  phon  himrdf,  if  he  were  now  living,  though  he  wa^  aU 
'  lowed  to  write  whatever  pleafed  him,  to  the  Advantage 

*  of  Agefilaui^  would  dare  to  bring  them  into  Compart- 

*  fon.'  Where  he  fpeaks  of  comparing  Lyfander  to  Sylla, 
'  There  is  ^t  fays  be,  no  Comparifon,  either  in  the  Num- 

*  ber  of  Vidories,  or  in  the  Hazard  of  Battles  ;  for  Ly- 

*  fender  only  won  two  Naval  Vidorics,  tfi".'  This  is  noc 
to  derogate  from  the  Jiomans  ;  for,  having  only  fimply 
named  them  with  the  Greeks,  he  can  have  done  them  no 
Injury,  whatever  DJfparity  foever  there  may  be  becwixc 
them  :  And  PltUarcb  does  not  weigh  them  iotirely  one  a- 
gainll  another ;  there  is  no  Preference  in  the  main  \  he 
only  compares  the  Pieces  and  Circumftances  one  after 
another,  and  judges  of  every  one  feparately  j  wherefore,  if 
any  one  would  convince  him  of  Partiality,  he  ought  to  pick 
out  fome  one  of  thofe  particular  Judgments,  or  fay,  in 
general,  that  he  was  rniftaken  in  comparing  fuch  a  Greek 
to  fuch  a  Roman,  when  there  were  others  more  fit,  and 
better  relcfnbling  to  be  parallelled. 


CHAP,    xxxiir.    ■ 

,.  The  Story  tf  S  p  u  R  i  N  A. 

PHILOSOPHY  thinks  llie  has  not  ill  impIoyeU 
her  Talent,  when  flie  has  given  the  Sovereignty  of 
,the  Soul,  and  the  Authority  of  checking  our    j^'wrfw-  >. 
.Appetites  to  Reafon.     Of  thefe,   they  who    amaroiu  Am- 
judgc,  that  there  are  none  more  violent  than    wa  art  tie 
.thofc  which  Love  breeds,  are  of  the  Opinion,    "'■'^  -i'">i«. 
,'*  that  they  feize  both  Body  and  Soul,  and  poflcfs  the 
'*  whole  Man  \    fo  that  Health  itfelf  depends  upon  them> 
and  is  the  Medicine  fomctimes  conftniined  to  pimp  for 
them:  But  it  might  be  faid,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
»  Mixture  of  the  Body  brings  an  Abatement  and  Weakcn- 
^cti'  M  m  3  ing 

L 


»  In  Ae  CompariAn  oi  Pamptji  wiJi  jigiJUoMi. 
*  In  bii  COTupnTtliin  »S  Sjl/a  and  L^Janiir, 
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ing  to  them,  for  fuch  DcfircS  are  fvibjcft  to  Satiety,  and 
capable  of  material  Remedies. 

Many  being  determined  to  rid  their  Solils  from  the  con- 

*^^^*^'  -^^^"^^  ^^  ^^^^  Appetite,  have  made 
Z^^^^         Ufe  of  Incifion  and  Amputation  of  tKe  reft. 

left  and  unruly  Members;  Others  have  ftib- 
dued  their  Force  Jlnd  Ardoiir,  by  rhc' frequent  Appliea* 
tion  of  cold  Thirigi,  as  Sriow  and  Vinegar  :  The  Sack- 
cloths of  our  Anceftofs  were  ufed  for  this  Purpofc,  which 
was  a  Cloth  woven  of  Horfe-hair,  whereof  fome  made 
JShirts,  and  others  Girdle9  ta  torture  their  Reins.  A 
Prince,  not  long  ago^  told  me,  *  That,  in  his  Youth, 

♦  upon  a  folemr;  Feftival  in  the  Court  of  King  Francis  I, 
^  where  cvery-body  was  finely  dreflcd,  he  would  needs 

♦  put  Qp  his  Father's  Hair  Shirt,  which  was  ftill  kept  in 
•^  the  Houfc ;'  but,  how  great  focver  his  Devotion  was, 
<  he  had  not  Patience  to  wear  it  till  NRgbt,  and  was  /iclc 

♦  long  Time  gftejr ;  adding  withal,   *  That  he  did  not 

♦  think  there  pogld  be  any  youthful  Heat  fo  fierce^  that 

♦  the  Ufe  of  this  Receipt  would  not  mortify  ;*  and  yet, 
perhaps,  he  never  tried  the  moft  violent ;  for  Experience 
ihews  us,  that  fuch  Emotions  often  happen  under  coarfe 
beggarly  Cloaths,  an4  that  a  Hair  Shirt  does  not  ^ways 
render  thofe  iniiocent  that  wear  it.  *  ^ 

Xenocrates  prpcecded  with  greater.  Severity  in  this  Af- 
Bo'ui  Xeno-  ^^^^  5  ft>r  his  Pifciples,  to  make  trial  of  his 
crates  prefir'V'  Copfipcnf y,  having  flipped  l^ts^  thap  bcau- 
4d  bis  Cgnti^  tiful  and  fanious  CbUrtczan,  into*  his  jfied, 
^^^^^'  quite  hiiitjiy  Xenocrafes  finding,  without  the 

Charms  of  her  Beaucv,  and  her  aliuring  Pnikrcs,  that,  in 
Spite  of  his  Reafoh,:  ^n4  philofophipal  Rules,  there  was  a 
"War  riQcg  in  his  Flefli,  he  c^ufed  thofe  Rf eiribers  'of  hi$ 
p  be  burned,  that  he  fp'urid  confenting  to  this  Rebellion  • ; 
^Whereas  the  Paflloni^,  wh|ch  wholly  rcHde  in  the  Soul, 
us  Ambition,  Av^lce,  and  the  r<»ft,  find  the  He^fon  much 
ipiore  to  do,  becaqft  it  cannot  there  be  relieved  bur  by  its 
own  Means ;  '^heithei*  4fe  thofe  Appetites  capable  of  Sa^ 
tjcty,  but' grow  fhafj)*f,  and  in<^re^|c  bjr  Fruitioq, 

The 
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The  folc  Example  of  Julius  Cafar  may  fufficc  to  da»- 
monftratc  to  us  dtc  Difparity  of  thofe  Appe-  „  -  ,  _ 
tites  ;  for  never  was  Man  more  addifted  to  Sf  „'^^'"" 
amorous  Delights  :  Of  which  on*  Proof ;  the  that  Ambii ins 
delicate  Care  he  took  of  his  Perfon,  to  that  "  ^"-^'Z"-  f  he 
Degree  as  to  ufe  the  moft  lafcivious  Means  to  'f^'^  '*'"' 
that  End,  which  were  then  praftifed,  172.  to 
have  the  Hairs  of  his  Body  twitched  off  by  Pincers,  and 
to  be  daubed  all  over  with  Perfumes  of  the  cxtremeft  Cu- 
riofity  -,  and  he  was  a  beautiful  Perfon  in  himfelf,  of  a  fair 
Complexion,  Tall  and  Sprightly,  Full-faced,  with  brifk 
hazle  Eyes,  if  we  may  believe  Suetonius  '  j  for  the  Statues, 
that  we  fee  at  Rome,  do  not,  in  alt  Points,  anfwer  lhi» 
Defcription.  Befides  his  Wives,  which  he  four  Times 
changed,  without  reckoning  the  Amours  of  his  Child- 
hoocTwith  NicomedeSy  King  of  Biiiynia,  he  had  the  Maiden- 
head of  the  renowned  Cleopalrn,  Qiieen  oi  Egypt,  witnefs 
the  little  C^fario  that  he  had  by  her  ^.  He  alfo  made  love 
to  Eunoc,  Queen  of  Mauritama  ;  and,  at  Rortif,  10  Pojihu- 
mia,  the  Wife  of  Scrvius  Sulpiiius  ;  to  Lollia,  the  Wife  of 
Cabiniui  i  to  "Tortulla,  the  Wife  of  Crocus  -,  and  even  to 
Mulia,  Wife  to  the  Great  Pompey  j  which  was  the  Rea- 
ibn,  the  Roman  Hiftorians  fay,  that  (he  was  repudiated 
by  her  Hufband,  which  Plutarch  owns  he  did  not  know  : 
And  the  CKr/o's,both  Father  and  Son,  afterwards  reproach- 
ed Pompeyt  when  he  married  Ctefar's  Daughter,  '  I'hat  he 

•  had  made  himfelf  Son-in-Law  to  a  Man  who  had  made 

•  him  a  Cuckold,  and  one  that  he  himfelf  was  wont  to 

•  call  .'Egyftus  ''.'  Befides  all  thefc,  he  kept  Servitia,  Cato'i 
JSilter,  and  Mother  to  Marcus  Brutus,  from  wlience  every 
one  believes  the  great  Atfeftion  he  had  to  Brutus  did  pro- 
ceed, by  reafon  that  he  was  born  at  a  Time  when  his  Birih 
was  likely  to  happen.  So  that  I  have  Reafon,  methinks, 
to  take  him  for  a  Man-cxiremely  given  to  this  Debauch, 
and  of  a  very  amorous  Conllitution  ;  But  the  otlicr  Paf- 
fion  of  Ambition,  with  which  he  was  alfo  exceedingly  in- 

M  m  4  fedtcd, 
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fcAed,  arifing  in  him  to  contend  with  the  former,  foon 
compelled  it  to  give  way. 

And  here  calling  to  mind  Mahomet^  who  fufaidued  Con* 
7bi  Examfk  fiantinofU^  and  totally  exterminated  the  Grt^ 
cf  Mahomet  dan  Name,  I  do  not  know  where  thefe  two 
^nmbir  Proof  Paffions  are  fo  evenly^  balanced,  being  equally 
an  indefatigable  Lecher  and  Soldier ;  but  where  mey  both 
meet  in  his  Life,  and  joftle  one  another,  the  quarrelfome 
Paflion  always  gets  the  better  of  the  amorous  Paflion : 
And  this,  tho'  it  was  out  of  its  natural  $eaibn,  did  not  re- 
gain an  abfolute  Sovereignty  over  the  other,  till  he  came 
to  be  very  old  indeed,  and  unable  to  undergo  the  Fatigues 
of  War. 

What  is  related,  for  a  contrary  Example,  of  Ladijlaus^ 
J  potable  Ex^  King  oi  Napksy  is  very  remarkable;  that, 
4tmple,  proving  being  a  great  Captain,  Valiant  and  Ambi- 
lo^e  t3  be  tious,  he  propofed  to  himfclf,  for  the  princi" 
^Hiot''      P^^  End  of  his  Ambition,  the  Execution  of 

his  Pleafure,  and  the  Enjoyment  of  fomc  rare 
Beauty,  which  he  obtained,  and  thereby  hia  Di^th  ;  for 
having,  by  a  clofe  and  tedious  Siege,  reduced  the  City 
of  Florence  to  fo  great  Diftrefs,  that  the  Inhabitants  were 
glad  to  Capitulate  ;  he  was  content  to  fet  them  free,  pro- 
vided they  would  deliver  up  to  him  a  moft  beautiful  Vir- 
gin, whom  he  had  heard  of  in  their  City.  They  were 
forced  to  yield  her  to  him,  and  bv  a  private  Injury  to  a- 
vert  the  public  Ruin-  She  was  tne  Daughter  of  a  Phyfi- 
cian  of  Eminence  in  his  Time,  who,  finding  himielf  in- 
volved in  fo  foul  a  Necefljty,  refolved  upon  a  high  At- 
tempt ;  for  as  every  one  was  fetttng  a  Hand  to  trick  up 
his  Daughter,  and  to  adorn  her  with  Ornaments  and 
Jewels^  to  render  her  agreeable  to  this  new  Lover;  he 
alfo  gave  her  a  Handkerchief,  *moft  richly  wrought,  and 
pf  an  excjuiflte  Perfume,  (an  Implement  they  never  go 
without  in  ihofe Tarts)  which  (he  was  to  make  Ufc  of  in 
their  .firft  Approaches.  *  This  Handkerchief,  which  he 
bad  the  Art  to  poifdn,  coming  to  be  rubbed  between  the 
chafed  Flefh  and  open  Pores,  both  of  the  one  and  the  o- 
thcff  f(^  fuddenly  infufcd  it3  Poiftn^that  their  warm  Sweat 
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(bon  turned  into  a  cold  Sweat,  and  they  expired  in  one 
another's  Arms. 

But  I  return  to  C^far  :  His  Pleafurcs  never  made  him 
Ileal  one  Minute,  nor  turn  one  Step  afide 
from  Occafions  that  offered  for  its  Aggran-  of  iexTw^^ 
difcment.  That  Paifion  was  fo  fovereign  in  ih^nJ  Cs- 
him,  over  all  the  reft,  and  with  fuch  ab-  i^f'>  f^"-wi «/ 
folute  Authority  poflcfied  his  Soul,  that  it  "^f^f"^ 
guided  him  at  Pleafure.     In  earncft,  it  trou-  ■'^" 

bles  me,  when  (as  to  every  Thing  elfe)  I  confider  the 
Greatncfs  of  this  Man,  and  the  wonderful  Parts  where- 
with he  was  endued,  learned  to  fuch  a  Degree,  in  all  forts 
of  Knov^ledge,  that  there  is  hardly  any  one  Science  of 
which  he  has  not  written  :  He  was  fo  great  an  Orator, 
that  many  have  preferred  his  Eloquence  to  that  of  Cktro  \ 
and  he,  I  conceive,  did  not  think  himfelf  inferior  to  him 
in  thai  Particular ;  for  his  two  Anti-Catd"^  -were  chiefly 
writ  to  counter-balance  the  Eloquence  that  Cicero  had  ex- 
pended in  his  Cato.  As  to  the  reft,  was  ev^r  Soul  fo  vi- 
gilant, fo  active,  and  fo  patient  of  Labour  as  his  ?  And, 
doubtlefs,  it  was  cmbellifhed  with  many  rare  Seeds  of 
Virtue,  I  mean,  Innate  and  Natural,  and  not  put  on. 

He  was  fingularly  fobcr,  and  fo  far  from  being  ddicaie 
in  his  Diet,  that  Oppm  relates,  how  *  that, 

*  having  one  Day  at  Table  phyfical,    inftead    sdne'f" 

•  of  common  Oil,  in  fome  Sauce  let  before 

•"  him,  he  cat  heartily  of  it,  that  he  might  not  put  his 

*  Entertainer  out  of  Countenance'.'  Another  Time  he 
caufed  his  Baker  to  be  whipped,  for  ferving  him  with  a 
finer  fort  of  Bread  than  common.  Cato  himfelf  was  wont 
to  fay  of  him,  '  That  he  was  the  firft  fober  Man  that 

•  took  a  Courie  to  ruin  his  Country.*  And  as  to  the 
fame  Calo's  calling  him,  one  Day,  Drunkard,  it  fell  out 
thus  :  Being  both  of  them  in  the  Senate,  at  a  Time  when 
Cataline's  Confpiracy  was  in  Queftion,  of  which  Caftir 
was  fiifpeifled,  one  came  and  brought  him  a  Letter  fealeJ 
up  :  Cato,  *  believing  that  it  was  lome  Intelligence  from 
the  Confpirators,  *  called  to  him  to  deliver  it  into  his 

•  Hand,' 

*'    •   C^r^rh  Life  by  .V/™.*r. 
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«  Hand^r  which  dsfar  was  conftrained  to  do  to  avoid  far- 
ther Sulpicion.  This  proved  to  be  a  Lovc-Lcttcr,  that 
.  Sitviliu^  Calo*%  Sifter,  had,  written  to  him  i  which  QUo 
Cxbr  called  having  read,^  tie  threw  it  hack  to  him,  lay- 
Drunkard  Ij  ing^  Tberc^  Drunkard^  tab  it.  This,  I  fay, 
Cito,  in  the  y^as  rather  a  Word  of  Difdain  and  Anger, 
Sinate.  '^^^j^  ^^^  cxprc(s  Rcproach  of  this  Vice,  as  wc 

often  rate  thofe  that  angqr.us,  with  the  firft  injurious 
Words  that  come  into  our  IVIouths,  tliough  by  no  Means 
applicable  to  thofe  we  are  offended  at.  To  which  xnay  be 
added,  that  the  Vice  which  Calto  caft  in  his  Dilh,  is  won* 
derfully  near  a-kin  to  that  wherein  he  had  caught  Cafar\ 
Venus  acnnt-  foT  Baccbus  and  Venus^  according  to  the  Pro* 
jfamisBac-  verb,  agree  like  Hand  in^  Glove  \  but,  with 
*^*"-  me,  Venus  is  rnoilt  fprightly  when  I  am  moft 

fober. 

The  Examples  of  his  Mildnefs  and  Clemency  to  thoft 
Cx(ar'/  CU-  by  whom  he  had  been  offended,  are  infinite  ^ 
fntney  towards  I  mean,  bcfidcs  thofe  he  gave  durkig  the 
bis  Enemies.  Time  of  the  Civil  Wars,  which,  as  plainly 
enough  appears  by  his  Writings,  he  pradiled  to  cajole  his 
Enemies,  and  to  make  them  lefs  afraid  of  his  future  Do* 
minion  and  Victory.  But  I.  muft  alfo  fay,  that,  if  thefe 
Examples  are  not  fufHcient  iProofs  of  his  natural  Good 
Temper,  they,  at  leaft,  manifeft  a  marvellous  Confidence 
and  Magnanhnity  in  this  Perfonage.  He  has  often  fenc 
back  whole  Armies,  after  having  overcome  them,  (o  his 
Enemies,  without  Ranfom,  or  deigning  fo  much  as  to 
bind  them  by  Oath,  if  not  to  favour  him,  at  leaft  no 
Inore  to  bear  Arms  againft  him.  He  has,  three  or  four 
times,  taken  fome  of  Pompefi  Captains  Prifoners,  and  as 
oft  fct  them  air  Liberty  K  Pompey  declared  all  thofe  to  be 
his  Enemies,  who  did  not  follow  him  to  the  War,  -  and  he 
proclaimed  all  thofe  to  be  his  Friends,  w;ho  fat  ftill,  and 
did  not  adually  take  A.rms  againft  him.  To  fuch  Captains 
of  his,  as  ran  away  from  him  to  alter  their  Condition,  he 
ftnr,  moreover,  their  Arms,  Horfes,  and  Equipage.  The 
Cities  he  had  taken  by  Force,  he  left  at  full  Liberty  to 
{akp  which  Side  they  pleafcd,  impoftng  no  other  Garrifon 

upon 

\  C<rfar'i  Life,  .by  Suetonius^  feS.  75. 
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ppon  them,  but  the  Memory  of  his  Mildnefs,  and  Cle- 
mency. He  gave  drift  Charge,  on  the  Day  of  his  greas 
Battle  of  Pharfalia,  that,  without  the  utmoft  Neceflity,  no 
one  Ihould  lay  a  Hand  upon  the  Citizens  of  Rome.  Thefe, 
in  my  Opinion,  were  very  hazardous  Proceedings  j  angl 
'*is  no  Wonder,  if  thofc  in  our  Civil  War,  who,  like  him, 
fight  againft  the  ancient  State  of  their  Country,  do  not 
follow  his  Example  ■.  they  are  extraordinary  Means,  fuch 
as  only  Crf/fl/s  Fortune  and  his  admirable  Forefight  could 
happily  conduft.  When  1  confider  his  incomparable  Mag- 
hanimity,  I  excufe  ViiStory,  that  it  could  not  difengage  it- 
fcif  from  him,  even  in  that  moll  unjuft  and  wicked  Caufc, 
To  return  to  his  Clemency  •,  we  have  many  ftrong  JExam.- 
ples  of  it  in  theTime  of  his  Government,  when,  all  Things 
being  reduced  to  his  Power,  he  had  no  more  Need  to  dif- 
fembJc.  Caius  Memmius  had  writ  very  fevers  Orations  a- 
gaiiift  him,  which  he  as  iharply  anfwered :  Yet  he  foon 
after  ufed  his  Intereft  to  make  him  Conful.  Caius  Calviis^ 
who  had  compofed  fcveral  injurious  Epigrams  againft  him, 
having  imployed  his  Friends  to  mediate  a  Reconciliation 
with  him,  Cf/ar,  of  his  own  Accord,  wrote  firit  to  him. 
And  our  good  Catullus,  who  had  fo  ruffled  him,  under  the 
Jifatnc  oi  Mamurra,  coming  to  mate  his  Excufcs  to  him^ 
he  made  him,  the  fame  Day,  fup  with  him  at  his  Table, 
iiaving  Intelligence  of  feme  who  fpokc  ill  of  him,  he  did 
■no  more  but,  in  a  public  Oration,  declare  that  he  had  No- 
tice of  it.  He  alfo  lefs  feared  his  Enemies  than  he  hated 
them.  Some  Confpiracies  and  Cabals  that  were  made  a- 
(jgainft  his  Life,  being  difcovered  to  him,  he  fatiafied  hini- 
Ifelf,  in  publifhing  by  Proclamation,  that  they  -were  known  la 
him,  without  further  profecutingthe  Confpirators. 

As  to  the  Refpecl  he  had  to  his  Friends  i  Caius  Oppius 
being  with  him  iipon  a  Journey,  and  finding  himfelf  ill, 

•  he  left  him  the  oniy  Lodging  he  had  for  himfelf,  and  lay 

•  all  Night  upon  the  hard  Ground  in  the  open  Air.'  As  to 
Jiis  Juftice  J  *  he  put  3  beloved  Servant  of  his  to  Death  fof 
,»  lying  with  a  Noble  Roman's  Wife,  though  there  was  no 

•  Complaint  made,'  Never  had  Ma?  more  Moderation 
in  his  ViiSory,  nor  more  Rcfolution  in  his  advcric  Forr 
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But  all  chefe  good  IncKnadons  were  ftifled  and  fpoiled 

by  his  furious  Ambition,  by  which  he  fuf- 

BmMdlifiJm^    fcred  himfelf  to  be  fo  far  tranfporced,  that  a 

Sitton  the  only       ^,  '     i»i  •    ^  •  i_*^      i         t*   «• 

Kuin  of  C»-  Man  may  eafily  maintain;  that  that  Paflion 
far*/  jaioBs^  was  the  Rudder  whereby  all  his  Aftions  were 
*«^^^f/^^  fleered :  Of  a  liberal  Man,  it  made  him  a 
Site  Public  Robber,  to  fupply  his  Bounty  and 
M^.  Pmfufion,  and  made  him  iitter  this  vile  an4 

moft  unjuft  Saying,  *  That,  if  the  mbft  wick- 

*  ^  and  profligate  Perfons  in  the  World  had  been  faith- 

*  ful  in  ferving  him  towards  his  Advancement,  he  would 
^  cherifli  and  prefer  them  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  as 
^  much  as  the  bed  of  Men  :'  It  intoxicated  him  with  fuch 
exceflive  Vanity,  that  he  dared  to  boaft,  in  the  Prefence 
of  his  Fellow- Citizens,  ^  That  he  had  made  the  great 

*  Commonwealth  of  Rome  a  Name  without  Body^  and 

*  without  Form  ;•  and  to  fay,  *  That  his  Anfwcrs,  for 
^  the  future,  fhould  ftand  for  Laws  ;^  and  alfo  to  receive 
the  Body  of  the  Senate,  coming  towards  him,  fitting  *,  to 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  adored,  and  to  have  Divine  Honours 
paid  to  him  in  his  own  Prefence.  To  conclude,  this  fole 
Vice,  in  my  Opinion,  fpoiled,  in  him,  the  richeft  Fund  of 
Good-natiire  that  ever  was,  and  has  rendered  his  Name 
abominable  to  all  good  Men,  for  aiming  to  ereft  his  Glory 
upon  the  Ruins  ofhis  Country,  and  the  Subverfion  of  the 

;ateft  and  moft  flourifhing  Republic  the  World  fhall  ever 
^e.  There  might,  on  the  contrary,  many  Examples  be 
produced  of  great  Men,  whom  Pleafures  have  made  to 
negledt  the  Condu<5t  of  their  Afiah-s,  as  Mark  Anthony ^znd 
others ;  but  where  Love  and  Ambition  fhould  be  in  equal 
Balance,  and  come  to  joflle  with  equal  Forces,  I  make  no 
Doubt  but  the  Jaft  would  have  the  Turn  of  the  Scale. 
Anrntram-di-  But  to  return  to  my  Subjeft  :  TTisavery 
narfinftance  grc^t  Point  to  bridle  our  Appetites  by  the 
ef  a  young        Difcourfc  of  Rcafon,  or,  by  Violence,  to  con- 

fnTfeM^e?  ^^^^"^  ^^^  Members  within  their  Duty  :  But 
nv),oTa^fed  to  lafti  ourfclvcs  for  our  Neighbour's  Intcreft, 
hu  Foci  all      and  not  only  to  diveft  ourfelvcs  of  the  charm- 

^Tefs  h'^r-  ^"S  Paflion  that  tickles  us^  and  of  the  Plea- 
freji  t  e  af-     ^^^^  ^^  £^j  j^  \yt\vi^  agrcetbic  to  others,  and 

courted 
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■  courted  and  beloved  of  every  one  1  but  alfo  fim  iviih 

to  conceive  a  Hatred  and  Averfion  to  the    '"■*''■*  A* 

Charms  which  produce  that  Effeft,  and  to    f^^Vl? 

■condemn  our  Beauty  becaufe  it  inflames  an-    ihDfi  tb^t'ert 

other,  ifi  what,  I  coni'efs,  I  have  met  with  few    thi  mefi  Cimti. 

Examples  of.     This,  indeed,  is  one  :    Spu-    ""'' 

rina,  a  young  Man  of  Tu/can); 

^alis  gemma  micat  fulvum  qua  dividit  awumt 
Aut  collo  decus,   aiit  cafiti,   vtl  quale  per  arlem 

'    Indufum  htixo^  aut  Oricia  TerehiT^hot 

'    Lucel  eiur  ". 

"  '     '  i.  e. 

As  a  Gem  iKines  in  yellow  Gold  enchac'd. 
On  Neck,  or  Head,  for  Decoration  plac'd  ; 
Or  as  by  Art  Iv'ry  does  Luftre  get 

._    Amidll  the  meaner  Soil  of  Sable  Jet. 

'-*■  being  endowed  with  fingular  Beauty,  and  fo  excefllvc, 
t»  that  the  chafteft  Eyes  could  not  challely  behoJd  its  Euf- 

•  tre  ;  difpleafed  with  himfeif  for  leaving  lb  much  Flame 
-•  and  Fever  as  he  every-iyhere  kindled,  without  Relief, 
■•  entered  into  a  furious  Spite  againft  himletf,  arvd  tbofe 
-^  rich  Endowments  Nature  had  fo  liberally  conferred  up- 
.i  on  him  -,  as  if  a  Man  were  refponfible  to  himfeif  for  tJic 
i*  Faults  0/ others  :  And  purpofely  Daihed  and  disfigured, 

•  with  many  Wounds  and  Scars,  the  perfect  Symmecry 

•  and  Proportion  that  Nature  had  fo  curioufiy  'imprinted 

•  in  his  Face  ".'  To  give  my  free  Opinion,  I  more  ad- 
mire than  honour  fuch  Actions :  Such  Exceflcs  arc  Ene- 
mies to  my  Rules. 

The  Dcfign  was  confcicntious  and  good,  but,  J  think, 
a  little  defeiitive  in  Prudence.     What  if  his    jrixnin  the 
Deformity  ferved  afterwards  to  make  others    jaianisat 

:guilty  of  the  Sin  of  Hatred,  or  Contempt,  or    ^^"^aAi. 
of  Envy,  at  the  Glory  of  fo  commendable  an  Aftion  ;  or 
of  Calumny,  interpreting  this  Humour  a  mad  Ambition  ? 
Is  there  any  Form  from  whence  Vice  cannot,  if  it  will, 

xxtraft  Occafion  to  cxcrcife  itfelf  one  Way  or  another  ? 

4t  had  been  more  juft,  and  alfo  more  noble,  to  have  made 

of 

6*  «n(id,  lib.  x.  v.  1 34,  \^c.         f  Val.  Max.  in  ExKrnis,  lib.  iv.  feft.  i. 
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of  thefe  Gifts  of  God  a  Subjeft  of  Exemplary  Virtue  and 

Regularity. 

Tticy.  who  fccrcte  thcrtifelvcs  from  the;  common  Offices, 

from  that  lAiBnite  Niitplxr  of  crabbed  and 

^^?jj^^^   double-meanin^  Rules  that  fetter  a  Man  of 

j^^th/c^^    ftriia  Hoiiefty  m  civil  JLifc,  are,  in  n^y:Opi- 

mon  Offices  of    DiOD,  vcry  diftrect,  what  peculiar  Seventy 

Society  hofvo      f^ever  they  impofe  upon  thcmfelvcs  in  fo  do- 

'*'"'  avoid  the  Pain  of  living  well*     TKcy  may 

have  other  Reward,  Ibut  the  Reward  of  the  Difficulty  I 
never  could  think  they  had,  npr  that  in  Uneafinefs  there 
can  be  anv  Thing  beyond  keeping  himfelf  upright  in  the 
Waves  of  the  bufy  World,,  truly  and  exa£Uy  perfbri^ing 
and  anfwering  all  Parts  of  his  Duty.  'TTis  pcrad venture 
more  eafy  for  a  Man  to  live  clear  from  the  whole  Sex;  than 
to  maintain  himfelf  exaiJlly  in  all  Pbiftts  in  the  Company 
of  his  Wife  \  and-  a  Man'  may  more  incurioufly  flip  in^ 
Want  than  Ab\;Hidance,  duly  difpenied.  Cuftom,  carried 
on  according  to  Reafdn,  has  in  it  more  of  Sharpnefs  than 
Abftinence  has :  Moderation  is  a  Virtiae  that  has  more 
Work  than  Sufferance.;  The  Well-living  of  Sdpio  has  a 
thoufand  Fafhions,  that  o£  Diegmes  but:  one.  IThit.  ^ 
much  excels  the  ordihary  Lives  in  Innocency,  as  the  moft 
cixquifite  and  accom^Iiihefl  qccel  that  in  Utility  and 
'Force.  -> .  ■  ■■ "  r"-  '.■■••..'• 


i^JM^fcu^M^Mifc— ^— ^'*     fc  >!■■*— I— *»^»«*i»i 
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C  HA  P.    XXXIV, 

-  •  ■  • 

Ohfervations  on  Jul  i  u  s  Cje  s  ar'i  MetMs  of 

lUaking  JVar. 

'-•-■♦ 

^/T^  I S  faid  of  many  great  Leaders,  •  That  they  have 
J[  *  had  certain  Books  in  particular  Eileem,  as  jUeX" 
Ca&r'iCflif.  *  ^*^^  "ihe  Great:,  Homer  \  Scipiu  Afriiima^ 
mhaa/ies  T^  *  Xcnopbofi  %  Marcus-Brutus^  Polybiia ;  Cbarks 
proper' Lej/on  «  the  Fifths  Philip  ddGomims^  and^tis  laid, 
fir^^  Gi-  <  that,  in  our  Times,  Mdcbiavel  is  cMewhere 
^^  I  in  Rippute  -;  but  the  late  Marjbal  Strojfy, 

■   .     "  .  ■■    •     vho 
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who  took  Ctgfar  for  his  Man,  dpnbdefs  made  the  beil 
Choice  1  for  in  Truth  this  Book  ought  to  be  the  Breviary 
,of  cvyy  great  Soldier,  as  being  the  true  and  fovereign 
Pattern  of  the  miUtary  Art.  And,  moreover,  God  knows 
with  what  Grace  and  Beauty  he  has  embelhlhed  that  rich 
"Subjeft,  with  fuch  pure,  dehcate,  and  perfeifl  Expreffion, 
that,  in  my  Opinion,  there  are  no  Writings  in  the  World 
'comparable  to  his  in  this  Reipefl:.  I  will  here  record 
"fome  rare  and  peculiar  Pafiages  of  his  Wars  that  remain 
in  my  Memory. 

His  Army  being  In  fome  Confternation  upon  the  Ru- 
mour that  was  fpread  of  the  great  Forces 
■  'which  King  'J^ia  was  leading  againft  him, 
^inftead  of  abating  the  Apprehenfion  which  his 
Soldiers  had  conceived  at  the  News,  and  of  alm^ej  by  ilx 
leflening  the  Strength  of  the  Enemy,  having  /«/o-«'- AW- 
,  called  them  all  together  to  reanimate  and  en-  gj^^' 
toarage  them,  he  took  a  quite  contrary  Me- 
thod to  what  we  are  uicd  to  do  -,  for  he  told  them,  •  "  Thar 
•  they  Ihould  trouble  themfelves  no  more  witli  enquiring 
**  after  the  Enemy's  Strength,  for  that  he  was  certainly 
■*  informed  of  it:'  And  then  he  mentioned  a  Numb<;r 
.much  fiiipafnng  both  the  Truth  and  fl}e  Report  that  was 
rumoured"  in  his  Army.  In  this  be  followed  the  Advice 
ot' Cyrus  in  Xeaophon  ;  forafmuch  as  the  Impofition  is  not 
of  fo  great  Importance  to  ii||d  an  Enemy  weaker  than  wc 
txpcdied,  as  it  is  to  find  him  really  very  ftrong,  after  lin- 
ving  been  made  to  believe  that  he  was  weak. 

It  was  his  Way  to  accuftom  his  Soldiers  fimply  to  obey, 
without  taking  upon  them  to  controul,  or  fo    ^.        . 
much  as  to  fpeak  of  their  Captain's  Deffgns  ;    ohaticnii  of 
which  be  never  communicated  to  them  but    Ca^far'j  SdI- 
-upon  the  Point  of  Execution  ;  and  he  took    '^''"- 
a  Delight,  if  they  difcovered  any  Thing  of  what  he  inten- 
ded, immediately  to  change  his  Orders  to  deceive  them  ; 
and,  to  that  Purpofe,  when  be  had  alligncd  his  Quarter* 
in  aparticularflace,  he  often  pa(led  forward  and  lengthen- 
ed his  Marcl},  .efpecially  if  it  .was  foul  Weather. 
-,  SThc  ^wi^,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Wars  in  Gaul,  ha- 
ving 
•  Sutteaiuf  in  the  Lifs  afJuUiit  dfar,  c.  66. 
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„     .  .  ving  fent  to  him  to  demand  a  free  Paflagc 


MthiEmm^  through  the  Roman  Territories  ;  though  he 
iu  OrJtr  the  *  refolved  to  hinder  them  by  Force,  he  never- 
Setter  to  fur-  thelcfs  fpokc  kindly  to  the  Meflengers,  and 
frifi  thm.  jqqJ^  fQjj^g  j^gy3  |.Q  return  an  Anfwer,  ia  Or- 
der to  make  ufe  of  that  Refpite  for  aflembling  his  Army 
together.  Thefe  filly  People  did  not  know  how  good  a 
Hulband  he  was  of  his  Time  j  for  he  often  repeats  it, 
^  That  it  is  the  Excellency  of  a  Captain  to  feize  the  criti- 
^  cal  Junfture  •/  and  his  Diligence  in  his  Exploits  is,  ia 
Truth,  unparallelled  and  incredible. 

As  he  was  not  very  confcientious  in  taking  Advantage 
7hi  FirtMi  hi  of  an  Enemy  under  Colour  ot  a  Treaty  of 
tifmrtd  in  hii  Agreement,  he  was  as  litde  iu  this,  that  he 
sJdiers.  required  np  other  Virtue  in  a  Soldier  but  Va- 

lour, '  and  feldom  punUhed  any  other  Faulu  but  Mutiny 
and  Difobediencei. 

After  his  Vidories  he  often  gave  them  all  Manner  of 
^btlicewfeim  Liberty,  difpenfing  them,  for  fome  Time, 
which  he  in-  •  from  the  Rules  of  militaiy  Difcipline,  faying 
dnigedthem.  withal,  *  That  hc  had  Soldiers  fo  well  trained 
^  up,  that,'  though  powdered  and  perfumed^  they  would 
^  run  furioufly  to  Batde.*  * 

In  Truth,  he  loved  to  liave  them  richly  armed,  and 
He  loved  that  their  Furniture  to  be  engraved,  gilt,  and  fil- 
they^uUhe  vered  over,  to  d|e  £nd  that  the  .Care  of  la- 
Hchfy  armed.  yjj|g  ^^^^  ArxxiSTOight  engage  them  to  a  mgrc 
obltinate  Defence. 

When  he  harangued  them,  he  called  them  by  the  Name 
rhe  Title  he  of  Fcllow-Soldicrs,  as  we  do  to  this  Day ; 
hommredthem  which  his  Succeflor  Au^uftus  reformed,  fup- 
^^^*  pofing  he  had  only  done  it  upon  Necel&ty, 

and  to  cajole  thofe  who  only  followed  him  as  Volunteers  ^ 

^ Rbeni  mibi  C^ar  in  undis^ 

Dux  erat^  hie  focius^  f acinus  quos  inquinafs  eequai. 

i.  f. 

Great  Cafar^  who  my  General  did  appear 
Upon  the  Bapks  of  Rhine j  's  my  Fellow  here  ; 

%  Fof 

P  Suetonius  in  the  Life  of  Julius  Cee/oTf  c.  67. 
«  Lucan,  lib.  v.  v.  289. 
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For  Wickednefs,  where  once  it  hold  does  take. 
All  Men  whom  it  defiles  does  equal  make. 

but  that  this  Carriage  was  too  low  for  the  Dignity  of  aa 
Emperor  and  General  of  an  Army ;  and  therefore  he 
brought  up  the  Cuftom  of  calling  them  Soldiers  only. 

With  this  Gouiftefy  C^far  mixed  great  Severity,  to  keep 
them  in  Awe.  The  ninth  Legion  having 
mutinied  near  to  Placentia^  he  ignominioufly  fl^s^ru  ^ 
cafhiered  them,  though  Fotnfey  was  yet  on 
Foot,  and  received  them  not  again  to  Grace  till  after  many 
Supplications  :  He  quieted  them  more  by  Authority  and 
Boldnefs  than  by  gentle  Ways.  In  that  Place  where  he 
fpeaks  of  his  Paflage  over  the  Rhine  towards  Germany^  he 
fays,  * '  That,  thinking  it  unworthy  of  the  Honour  of  J^- 
man  People  to  waft  over  his  Army  in  Veffels,  he  built  a 
Bridge,  that  they  might  pafs  over  dry  Foot.  There  it 
was  that  he  built  that  wonderful  Bridge,  of  which  he  gives 
fo  particular  a  Delcription ;  for  he  is  no  where  fo  fond  of 
difplaying  his  own  A£bions,  as  in  reprefenting  to  us  the 
Subtlety  of  his  Inventions  in  fuch  mechanical  Perform- 
ances. 

I  have  alfo  obferved  this,  that  he  was  fond  of  giving 
Exhortations  to  the  Soldiers  before  a  Battle  \   Exhortations 
for,  where  he  would  fhew,  that  he  was  either   ^^  SoUiers  he- 
furprized,  or  reduced  to  a  Neceffity  of  Fight-  fore  a  Battle  of 
ing,  he  always  brings  in  this,  '  That  he  had   ^^«'  ^^P*^ 

*  not  fo  much  as  Leifuce  to  harangue  his  Ar-    '^^^^ 

*  my.*    Before  that  great  Battle  with  thofe  of  Toumay^ 

*  •  Cdfar^  fays  he,  having  given  Order  for  every  Thing 

*  elfe,  prefently  ran  where  Fortune  carried  him  to  encou- 
rage his  Men,  and,  meeting  the  tenth  Legion,  had  no 
more  Time  to  fay  any  Thing  to  them  but  this.  That 

*  they  (hould  remember  their  wonted  Valour,  and  not  be 

*  aftonifhcd,  but  bravely  fuftain  the  Rnemy^s  Shock ;' 
and,  as  the  Enemy  already  approached  within  a  Dart's 
Caft,  he  gave  the  Signal  of'^Battle  ;  and,  going  fuddenly 
thence  elfcwhere  to  encourage  others,  he  found  that  they 
were  already  engaged.    That,  by  bis  own  AccQunt  of  it. 

Vol.  II.  N  n  hii 

'  De  Sidlo  GaUioo,  lib.  iv.  c.  z,  « Idtm,  I&.iii;<;  |. 
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his  Tongue  indeed  did  him  notable  Service  upon  feveral 
Occafions  -,  and  his  mihtary  Eloquence  was  in  his  own 
Timt  fo  highly  reputed,  that  many  of  his  Army  colle£ted 
his  Harangues,  by  which  Means  there  were  Volumes  of 
them  preferved  a  long  Time  after  him.  He  had  fo  par- 
ticular  a  Grace  in  fpeaking,  that  they  who  were  particu- 
larly acquainted  with  him,  and  jiugufius  amongft  others, 
hearing  thofe  Orations  read,  could  diftinguilh  even  to  the 
Phrafcs  and  Words  that  were  none  of  his. 

The  firft  Time  that  he  went  out  of  Rome  with  any  pub- 
-,  lie  Command,  he  arrived  in  eight  Days  at 

9fQ2^!^  the  River  Rhone  \  having  with  him  in  his 
Pregrtfs  in  his  Coach  a  Secretary  or  two  before  him,  who 
military  Expe-  were  continually  writing ;  and  one  that  carri- 
ditions.  g^  j^j3  Sword  behind  him.    Yet,  as  if  he  had 

nothing  to  do  but  to  drive  on,  having  been  cvery-wherc 
viflorious  in  Gauly  he  fpeedily  left  it,  and,  following  Pom- 
pey  to  Brundufium^  in  eighteen  Days  Time  he  fubdued  all 
Italy y  returned  from  Brundujium  to  Rome  ^  from  Rjnnt  he 
marched  into  the  very  Heart  of  Spain^  where  he  fur- 
mounted  extreme  Difficulties  in  the  War  againft  Afranius 
and  Petreiusy  and  in  the  long  Siege  of  Marjeilks  \  from 
thence  he  returned  into  Macedonidy  beat  the  Roman  Army 
at  Pbarfaliaj  pafled  from  thence,  in  Furfuit  of  Pompe^f 
into  Egypty  which  he  alfo  fubdued ;  from  Egypt  he  went 
into  Syria  and  the  Territories  of  PontuSy  where  he  fought 
Pharnaces\  from  thence  into  Africay  where  he  defe^ 
Scipio  and  Juba  -,  and  again  bruihed  through  Italy  into 
Zpaiuy  where  he  defeated  Pompef^  Sons. 

■  Ocyor  &?  cceli  flammiSy  &f  tigtide  fata. 
^  Ac  veluti  montis  faxum  de  vertice  praceps 
Cum  ruit  avulfum  ventOy  feu  turbidus  imber 
Proluity  aut  annis  folvit  fublapfa  vetufiasy 
Fertur  in  abruptum  magno  mom  improbus  a£lu^ 
Exult  at  que  foloy  Jilvasy  arm^tay  virofque, 
Involvens  fecum. 

t.e. 

*  Plutarch  in  C^far's  Life,  c.  f , 
■   ^  Lucan.  lib.  v.  v.  405. 
^  Virg.  JEiu  lib.  xii.  v,  684. 
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Swifter  than  Lightning,  or  the  furious  Courfe 
Of  the  fell  Tygrefs  when  (he  is  a  Nurfe. 
As  when  a  Fragment  from  a  Mountain  torn 
Py  raging  Tempefts,  or  a  Torrent  borne  ; 
Or  fapp'd  by  Time,  or  loofen*d  from  the  Roots, 
Prone  thro*  the  Void  the  rocky  Ruin  Ihoots ; 
Rolling  from  Crag  to  Crag,  from  Steep  to  Steep, 
Down  fink  at  once  the  Shepherds  and  the  Sheep ; 
Involv'd  alike,  they  rufli  to  nether  Ground, 
Stunn'd  with  the  Shock  they  fall,  and,  ftunn'd,  from 
Earth  rebound. 

Speaking  of  the  Siege  o  Avaricumy  he  fays,  *  *  That  it 

*  was  his  Cuftom  to  be  Night  and  Day  with    jjg  <wouldfn 

*  the  Pioneers,*    In  all  Enterprifes  or  Con-    i<very-thing 
fequence  he  reconnoitred  in  Perfon,  and  ne-    ^'^Mf 

ver  brought  his  Army  to  a  Place  which  he  had  not  firft 
viewed.  And,  if  we  may  believe  Suetonius '',  when  he  paf- 
fed  over  into  England^  *  he  was  the  firft  Man  that  foun- 
ded the  Paffagc.* 

He  was  wont  to  fay,  *  That  he  more  valued  a  Vi<9:ory 

*  obtained  by  Counfel  than  Force.*    And  in   jje  liked  to  con^ 
the  War  againft  Petreim  and  Afranm^  For-    querhyWifdm 
tune  preienting  him  with  a  very  manifeft  Oc-    rather  than 
cafion  of  Advantage,  he  declined  it,   fay-    ^^^g^^- 
ing,  ^  That  he  hoped  with  a  little  more  Time,  and  leis 

*  Hazard,  to  overthrow  his  Enemies.*  He  there  alfo  per-t 
formed  a  notable  Part,  in  commanding  his  whole  Arm^ 
to  pafs  the  River  by  Swimming,  without  any  Manner  of 
Necefllty. 

* rapuitque  ruens  in  pratia  miles 

Siuod  fugiens  timuifet  iter\  tnox  uda  re^eptis 
Membra  fovent  armiSj  gelidofque  d  gurgite^  curfu 
Reftituunt  arius. 

i.  e. 

The  Soldiers  ruOi  through  a  Pafs  to  fight. 
Which  would  have  terrify*d  them  in  a  Flight; 

N  n  2  Then 

»  De  Bell.  Gall.  lib.  vii.  c.  3.  v  In  Jul.  Co/,  feft.  58. 

*  Lucan.  lib.  iv.  v.  15I9  (ffr. 
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Then  with  their  Arms  their  wet  Limbs  cover  o'er. 
And  their  numbM  Joints  by  a  fwift  Race  reftore. 

I  find  him  a  little  more  wary  and  confiderate  in  his 
Enterprifes  than  Alexander^  for  the  latter 
cJ^^fTa^nhis  ^^"^s  to  feek  and  run  headlong  upon  Dan- 
Enttrprijes  gers  like  an  impetuous  Torrent,  which  rulhes 
than  Alcican-  againft  and  attacks  cvery-thing  it  meets,  with- 
^^'  out  Choice  or  Difcretion« 

•5/V  tauYi'formis  vohifur  Aujidus^ 
Siui  regna  Dauni  perfluit  Apptdi^ 
Dum  fdsvit  borrendamque  cultis 
Diluviem  meditatur  agris. 

i.  e. 

« 

So  the  biforked  Aufidus  amain 
Doth  roar  and  foam  along  th'  Apulutn  Plain, 
When  it  with  Rage  an4  fwelling  Floods  abound?^ 
Threatening  a  Deluge  to  the  tilled  Grounds. 

And  indeed  he  was  a  General  in  the  Flower  and  firft  Vi- 
gour of  Life,  whereas  defar  took  to  the  Wars  at  a  ripe 
and  well-advanced  Age.  Moreover,  Alexander  was  of  a 
more  fanguine,  hot,  and  choleric  Conftitution,  which  he 
alfo  inflamed  with  Wine,  from  which  Cafar  was  very  ab- 
ftinent ;  yet,  where  NecelTity  required,  never  did  any 
But  ixjhenNe-  lAzxi  Venture  his  Peffon  more  than  he :  And, 
cejjity  required,  for  my  Part,  mcthinks  I  read  in  many  of  his 
he  hddly  faced  Exploits  a  certaiil  Refolution  to  throw  him- 
Dauger.  ^gj£  ^way,  to  avoid  the  Shame  of  being  over- 

come. In  his  great  Battle  with  thofe  of  Toumayj  he  char* 
ged  up  to  the  Head  of  the  Enemies  without  his  Shield, 
when  he  faw  the  Van  of  his  Army  begirt  to  give  Ground ; 
which  he  did  alfo  at  feveral  other  Times.  Hearing  that 
his  Men  were  furrounded,  he  pafled  through  the  Enemy's 
Army  in  Difguife,  to  encourage  them  with  his  Prefencc  ^ 
Having  crofTed  over  to  Dyrrachium  with  a  very  flendcr 
Force,  and  feeing  the  Remainder  of  his  Army^*  which  he 
Ml  tQ  Anthonf%  Conduft,  flow  in  following  him,  he  at- 
tempted 

*^ «  Horat.  lib.  iv.  Ode  14.  v.  25,  \£c. 
*  S>mon  Ih  Jul.  Caf,  feft.  58. 
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tempted  alone  to  repafs  the  Sea  in  a  very  great  Storm  ; 
and  ftole  away  to  reaflemble  the  reft  of  his  Forces,  the 
Ports  on  the  other  Side  being  feized  by  Pompey^  who  was 
Mafter  of  all  that  Sea.  And  as  to  what  he  performed  by 
main  Force,  there  are  ve^y  many  Exploits  too  hazardous  for 
the  rational  Part  of  War ;  for  with  how  weak  a  Force  did 
he  undertake  to  fubdue  the  Kingdom  of  Egypt^  and  af- 
terwards to  attack  the  Forces  of  Scipio  and  Juba^  ten  Times 
greater  in  Number  than  his !  Thofe  People  had  I  know  not 
what  of  more.than  human  Confidence  in  their  Fortune ;  and 
he  w^s  wont  to  fay,  *  That  Men  muft  execute,  and  not 
*  deliberate  upon  great  Enterprifes.*  After  the  Battle  of 
Pharfatia^  when  he  had  fent  his  Army  away  before  him 
into  Afiai  and  was  pa0ing  the  Streight  of  the  Hellefpont  in 
one  fingle  Veflel,  he  met  Lucius  Caffius  at  Sea,  with  ten 
ftoiit  Men  of  War,  where  he  had  the  Courage  not  only 
to  lay  by  for  them,  but  to  bear  up  to  them,  and,  fummon^r 
ing  Caffius  xo  yield,  made  him  furrender. 

Having  undertaken  that  furious  Siege  of  Jkxia^  where 
there  were  fourfcore  thoufand  Men  in  Gar-  j^.^  Courajte 
rifon,  and  all  Gaul  was  in  Arms  to  raife  the  w  Confi^a 
Siege,  having  fet  an  Army  on  Foot  of  a  at  the  Siege  ^ 
hundred  and  nine  thoufand  Horfe  %  and  of  Al«^^ 
two  hundred  and  forty  thou^nd  Foot,  what  a  Boldnefs 
^nd  mad  Confidence  was  it  in  him,  that  he  would  not  give 
over  his  Attempt,  but  refolved  to  oppofe  two  fo  great 
Difficulties  at  once^  which  neverthelefs  he  fuftained ! 
And,  aft^r  having  won  that  great  Battle  againft  thofe 
without,  he  foon  reduced  thofe  within  to  his  Mercy.  The 
fame  happened  to  LucuUus^  at  the  Siege  of  Tigranocerta^ 
againft  King  Tigranes ;  bi|t  the  Hazard  was  not  the  fame, 
confidering  the  Effeminacy  of  thofe  with  whom  Lucullus 
had  to  deal. 

I  will  here  fet  down  two  rare  and  extraordinary  Events 
concerning  this  Siege  of  Alexia  ;  one,  that  the  Gauls^  ha- 
ving drawn  their  Powers  together  to  encounter  C^far^  af- 
ter they  had  made  a  general  Mufter  of  all  their  Forces, 
refolved,  in  their  Council  of  War,  to  difmifs  a  good  Pare 

N  n  3  of 

'  <  Cafar  de  Bello  Gallico,  lib.  vii.  c.  i^.  ^htxt  only  8000  Horfe  zx^ 
IWnti9ne4, 
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of  this  great  Multitude,  that  they  might  not  fall  into 
Confufion :  This  Example  of  fearing  to  be  too  numerous 
is  new ;  but,  to  take  it  right,  it  ftands  to  Reafon  that  the 
Body  of  an  Army  fhould  be  of  a  moderate  Number,  and 
reflrained  to  certain  Bounds,  bpth  in  H^g^<l  ^^  the  Difr 
ficulty  of  providing  for  them,  and  the  Pifficulty  of  go- 
verning and  keeping  them  in  Order ;  at  Icaft  it  is  very 
MonjirausJr^  ^^fy  to  m^c  it  apppar,  by  Example,  that 
mies  ofnogrtat  Ar(nies  fo  monftrous  in  Number  have  feldom 
^^-  done  any  Thing  to  the  Purpofe.    According 

to  the  Saying  of  Cyrus  in  Xenapbon^  *  'Tis  not  the  Num- 
*  ber  of  Men,  but  the  Nymber  of  good  Mcp  that  givc5 
f  the  Advantage  \  the  jRemainder  ferving  rather  to  cnibar- 
rafs  than  alliil.  Apd  Bajaztt  principally  grounded  his  Rcr 
ThatprtMt  fplv*tipn  of  giving  tat^erlane  Battle,  contrary 
Niaf£n  of  to  the  ppiniop  pf  all  his  Captains^  ^pon  this, 
Mencau/ePop'  that  liis  Enepiy's  numberlefs  Number  of  Meii 
fufioft.  gave  him  ajQiired  Hopes  o^  their  being  ii\ 

Confufion.    Scanderbegy  a  very  good  and  expert  Judgie  in 
thefe  Matters,  was  wont  tp  fey,  *  That  ten  ox  twdve 
^  thoufand  faithful  fighting  Men  w<:re  fufficient  for  a  good 
«  Leader,  tp  jfecure  his  Reputation  on  all  military  C^a- 
*  fions.^    The  other  Thi^,  which  feems  to  be  contrary 
both  to  the  Cuftom  and  EUtionale  of  War,  is,  that  Ver- 
cingetorix^  who  was  made  General  of  all  the   revplted 
iParts  oSf  GauU  fliould  go  fhut  hiqptfelf  up  in  Alexia ;  fpr  he 
who  has  the  Command  of  a  whole  Country  ought  never 
to  confine  himself,  but  in  fuch  an  Extremity  when  the  only 
Hopes  he  had  left  was  in  the  Defence  pf  that  City  |  Gtbtr- 
wife  he  ought  to  keep  himfelf  always  at  Liberty,  that  he 
may  have  Means  to  provide  in  general  for  ^1  Parts  of  hi; 
povernmpnt. 

To  return  to  Cafar :  He  grew  in  Time  more  flow,  and 
Cafar  hc/rme  "lorc  confiderate,  as  his  Friend  4)ppius  docs 
in  Tmi  mwt  witncfs  j  conceiving  that  he  ought  not  eafily 
cautious.  p  hazard  the  Glory  pf  fo  many  VidoricSi 

which  one  Misfortune  might  deprive  hi(n  of.  The  Ita- 
lians^ when  they  would  reproach  the  Rafhnefs  and  Fool- 
hardinefs  of  young  People,  call  them  Bifognqfi  d^bonore^ 
^  Ts'eceflitous  of  Honpiir  j'  and  |hcy  fay,  that,  being  in  fo 

g«st 
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great  a  Want  and  Dearth  of  Reputation,  they  have  Rea* 
fon  to  feek  it  at  what  Price  foever ;  which  they  ought  not 
to  do,  who  have  acquired  enough  already.  There  may  be 
fome  juft  Moderation  in  this  Thirft  of  Glory,  and  fomc 
Satiety  in  this  Appetite,  as  well  as  in  other  Things  ;  and 
there  are  enow  who  pradife  it.  He  was  far  from  the  re* 
ligious  Scruple  of  the  ancient  Romans j  who  would  never 
prevail  in  their  Wars,  but  by  mere  Valour  ;  and  yet  he 
was  more  confcientious  than  we  fhould  be  in  thefe  Day^^ 
and  did  not  approve  of  all  forts  of  Means  to  obtain  a  Vic* 
tory-  In  the  War  againft  Jriovijlus^  whilft  he  was'parley- 
ing  with  him,  there  happened  a  Tumult  between  the  two 
Armies,  which  was  occafioned  by  the  Fault  of  Ariovijius^t 
Cavalry,  wherein,  though  defar  faw  he  had  a  very  great 
Advantage  over  his  Enemy,  he  would  not  lay  hold  on't, 
left:  he  fhould  be  reproached  with  a  treacherous  Adtion. 
He  was  always  wont  to  wear  a  rich  Garment,  and  of  a 
ihining  Colour  in  Battle,  that  he  might  be  the  more  re^ 
markable.  He  always  carried  a  ftrifter  Hand  over  his 
Soldiers,  and  kept  theni  clofer  together  when  near  an 
Enemy. 

When  the  antient  Greeks  would  accufe  any  one  of  extreme 
Infufficiency,  they  would  fay,  in  a  common    q^^  ^^^ 
Proverb,  ^bat  be  could  neitber  Read  nor  Swim :   afiilfuland 
Cafar  alfo  was  of  this  Opinion,  that  Swim-  /uccefifid 
ming  was  of  great  Ufe  in  War,  and  himfelf  ^w«««^^ 
found  it  fo,  for,  being  to  ufe  Diligence,  he  commonly 
fwam  over  the  Rivers  in  his  Way  j  for  he  loved  to  march 
on  Foot,  as  alfo  did  Akpcander  ibe  Great.    Being  in  Egypt 
forced,  for  Safety,  to  go  into  a  little  Boat,  and  fo  many 
People '  leaping  in  with  him,  that  it  was  in  Danger  of 
linking,  tho*  he  was  of  an  advanced  Age,  he  chofe  rather 
to  commit  himfelf  to  the  Sea,  and  fwam  to  his  Fleets 
which  lay  two  hundred  Paces  off,  holding,  in  his  Left- 
hand,  his  Pocket-book  above  Water,  left  it  fhould  be 
wet,  and  drawing  his  Coat-armour  in  his  Teeth,  that  it 
niight  not  fall  into  the  Enemy's  Hand. 

N(?ver  h^d  any  General  fo  much  Credit  with  his  Sol- 

N  n  4  diers; 

*  %m^  in  J.  C3?6re,  fcft  64* 
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No  Gmeral  d^^rs  :  In  th?  Beginning  of  the  Civil  W^.i^> 
iater  Beloved  his  Ccnturions  offered  W  find,  every  qne,  4 
fy  his  Soldiers,  ^^n  at  Arni3  «  his  own  Charge,  and  the 
Foot  Soldiers  \o  ferve  him  at  their  own  £)(pence  ;  thofe 
who  were  beft  able,  moreover,  undertaking  to  dtfray  the 
mofl:  neceflitpus.  The  late  Admiral  Cbajlillion  furn^ihed 
us  the  like  Cafe  in  our  Civil  Wars,  for  the  French  pjf  his 
Army  laid  out  Money  out  of  their  own  Purfes  to  pay  the 
Foreigners  that  lye^e  wi?h  (hem.  There  arc  but  rarely 
found  Example^  of  fp  s^'d^nt  and  fp  ready  an  Affedtioq 
amongf^  the  Soldiei:s  pf  old  'X'xmts^  whp  kept  ftri£Uy  to 
the  ancient  Police.  PafHon  has  a  mpre.  absolute  Com- 
mand over  us  than  Reafon  ;  and  yet  it  happened,^  in  the 
War  againft  Hannibal^  that,  after  the  generous  Exam: 
pie  of  the  People  of  Rmne  in  the  City,  the  3oldiers  and 
Captains  rcfufed  their  Pay  in  the  Army  •,  apd,  in  MarctU 
lus^s  Camp,  thofe  who  wqyld  receive  any,  were  branded 
with  the  Name. of  Mercenaries.  Having  come  by  tht 
worft  pear  Byrracbiutfi^  \\\%  Soldiers  c^me  and  offered  them- 
ilelves  to  be  chaftifed  and  punifhed,  fo  tl>at  |>f;  was  more 
inclined  to  comfort  than  reprove  them. 

One  fingle  Cohort  of  his  witliftpod  four  of  Pompef^ 
Jnftances  of  J^cgiops  ahjove  foi^r  Hours  together,  till  \\ 
$h(ir  Intrefi'  was  almoft  dcmoliihed  with  Arrows,  of  which 
""tx-  there  wer?  an  hundred  ^nd  thirty  thoufand 

found  in  the  Trenches  %  A  Soldi?^,  called  Sc<ev0^  who 
ommandcd  at  one  of  the  Avenues,  invii\cibly  maintained 
is  Ground,  having  loft  an  Ey^,  bojSdes  being  wounded 
\n  one  Shoulde^,^  and  one  Thigh,  and  hi$  Shield  fliot  in 
two  hgndred  and  thirty  Plates..  It  l^appencid,  that  mady 
of  his  Sold^ers,  being  taken  Prifpnejfs,  rather  ^hof^  tp  die 
than  prpnpife  to  tak^  the  .contrary  Side.  Whctn  Crtf»w 
Petronius  was  taken  by  Scipio^  in  4fnca^  Scipioy  having 
put  his  Copirades  to  Death,  fent  him  Word,  *  That  h^ 

•  gave  him  his  Life,  for  h?  wa?  a  Man  of  Quality,  and 

•  a  Queftor  \    Petronius  fent  Anfwer  back,  «  That  C^fir's 

•  Soldiers  were  wont  to  give  Life  to  others  \  and  not  tq 

\  i:eqcivc 

!  Sucton.  in  Jul  Cafar.  feA.  58.  Ca/ar  makes  the  Number  but  Thirty 
^oufand.         '  Plutarch  in  the  life  of  Ca/ar^  c.  5. 
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*  receive  it,  and  immediately,  with  his  own  Hand,  killed 

*  himfelf.' 

pf  their  Fidelity  there  are  infinite  Ej^amples ;  amppgft 
>yhich,  that  of  thole  who  were  befieged  m  Fidetitytfib» 
SalonOy  a  City  that  ftood  for  Cafar  againft  Garrifon  ^f 
Pompey^  is  not,  for  the  Rarity  of  an  Accident  Salona. 
that  there  happened,  to  be  forgot.  Manus  OSiavius  kept 
fhem  clofe  befieged  5  they  within  being  reduced  to  the 
cxtremeft'Necefljty  of  all  Things,  fo  that,  to  fypply  the 
yrant  of  Men,  moil  of  them  b^ing  either  flain  or  wound* 
ed  ^,  they  had  fet  all  their  Slaves  at  Liberty,  and  had 
been  conftrained  to  cut  ofi^  all  the  Women*3  Hair,  to  twift 
Jpftead  of  Cprdage,  befides  a  wonderful  Dearth  of  Vic- 
tuals, yet  they  continued  refolute  never  to  yield :  After 
having  drawn  the  Siege  to  a  great  length,  by  which  OSla^ 
vius  was  grown  n^orp  negligent,  and  lefs  attentive  to  hi^ 
Enterprife,  ^ey  fnade  cjioice  of  one  Day  about  Noon, 
and,  having  firft  placed  the  Women  and  Children  tipoa 
the  Walls  to  make  a  Shew,  tjiey  Tallied  upon  the  Befie- 
gers  with  fuch  Fury,  thatj  having  routed  the  firft,  fecond;| 
and  thir4  Corps,  and  afterwards  fhe  fourth,  and  then  the; 
reft,  and  beaten  them  all  out  of  their  Trenches,  they  pur- 
fued  them  even  to  their  Ships  j  and  OSavius  himfelfwaii 
forced  to  fly  to  J>^acbiumy  where  Pon^ey  l^y.  I  do  not^ 
at  prelent,  remember,  that  I  have  met  witH  any  other 
Example,  wherp  the  Befieged  ever  gave  the  Befiegers  4 
total  Defeat,  and  ^on  the  Jp'ield  *,  nor  th^t  ^  ^ally  ever 
^as  attended  with  a  pure  and  entirg  Yiftpry. 


CHAP.    XXXV. 

€f  Three  gcpd  Women. 

THEY  don't  run  thirteen  to  the  Dozen,  as  every 
one  knows,  and  efpecially  in  the  Duties  of  Mar- 
riage \  for  that  is  a  Bargain  full  of  fo  many   True  Proof  of 
nice  Circumftanccs,  that  *tis  hard  for  a  Wo-    agoodUixr^ 
^an's  Will  to  keep  to  it  long :  Men,  tho*   ^*i^\ 

their 
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their  Condition  be  fomething  better  under  that  Tie,  have 
yet  enough  to  do  :  The  true  Touchftone  and  Tell  of  a 
happy  Marriage  refpefts  the  Time  of  their  Cohabitation 
only,  whether  it  has  been  conftant,  mild,  loyal,  and  com- 
modious. 

In  our  Age,  Women  commonly  referve  the  Publication 
Montaigne'/  of  their  good  Offices,  and  their  vehement 
Opinion  of  the  AfFcftion  fot  their  Hufbands,  till  they  have 
Women^  ^ho  \^^  x}citm  ;  ot,  at  Icaft,  then  it  is  that  they 
IZ^lJuTfor  <^eign  to  give  Proofs  of  their  Good- will :  A 
their  Hufbands  too  flow  Teftimony,  and  that  comes  too  late ; 
till  thy  are  by  which  they  rather  manifeft,  that  they  never 
^'^^-  kved  them  till  dead.     Their  Life  is  full  of 

Combuftion,  their  Death  full  of  Love  and  Courtefy  :  As 
Fathers  conceal  their  AfFeftions  from  their  Children,  Wo- 
men likewife  conceal  theirs  from  their  Hufl>ands  fo  main- 
tain a  modeft  Refpeft.  This  is  a  Myftery  I  dp  i?Pt  reiijfh  j 
*tis  to  much  Purpofe  that  they  fcratch  themfelves,  and 
tear  their  Hair.     I  whifper  in  a  Waiting- woman's,  or  a  Se- 
cretary's Ear,  How  were  they  ?  tiow  did  they  live  together  ? 
I  always  have  that  Saying  in  my  Head,  Jatlantitis  monrentj 
qute  minus  dolent :  '  They  make  the  moft  ado,  who  are 
*  leaft  cohcerned.*    Their  Whimpering  is  offenfive  to  the 
Living,  and  vain  to  the  Dead  :  We  fhould  willingly  ^ve 
them  Leave  to  laugh  after  we  arc  dead,  provided  they 
will  fmile  upon  us  whilfl:  we  are  alive.     Is  it  not  enough 
fo  make  a  Man  revive  in  Spite,  that  flie  who  Ipit  in  my 
JFape  whilfl:  I  was,  Ihall  come  to  kifs  my  Feet  when  I  am 
po  mqre  ?  If  there  be  any  Honour  Jo  lamenting  a  Huf- 
band,  it  only  appertains  to  thofe  who  fi^iiled  upon  them 
whilfl:  they  had  them  \  let  thofe  who  Wept  during  their 
Lives,  laugh  at  their  Deaths,  as  well  outwardly  as  in- 
wardly :  Moreover,  never  regard  thofe  blubbered  Eyes, 
and  that  pitiful  Voice  ;  but  confider  her  Peportment,  her 
Complexion,  and  the  Plumpncfs  of  her  Cheeks  qnder  all 
thofe  formal  Veils  •,  'tis  there  the  Difcovery  is  to  be  made, 
There  are  few  who  do  nqt  mend  upon't,  and  Health  is  a 
Qiiality  that  cannot  lye  :  That  fl:archcd  and  ceremonious 
Countenance  looks  not  fo  much  back  as  forward,  and  i^ 
rather  intended  to  get  a  new  fiufl^andj  than  to  lament 

the 
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the  old.  When  I  was  a  Boy,  a  very  beautiful  and  vir- 
tuous Lady,  who  is  yet  living,  and  the  Widow  of  ^ 
JPrince,  had,  1  know  not  what,  more  Ornament  in  her 
Prefs  than  our  Laws  of  Widowhood  will  well  allow  j 
which  being  reproached  withal,  as  a  great  Indecency,  Ihe 
made  Anfwer,  '  That  it  was  becaufe  fhe  was  not  culti- 
^  vating  more  Friendihips,  and  would  never  marry  again.* 

I  have  here,  not  at  all  diflenting  from  our  Cuftom^ 
inade  choice  of  three  Women,  who  have  alfo  exprefled  the 
utmoft  of  their  Goodnefs  and  Affedions  about  their  Huf- 
bands  Deaths ;  yet  are  they  Examples  of  another  kind 
than  are  now  in  Uie,  and  fo  fevere,  as  will  hardly  be 
^rawn  into  Imitation. 

The  younger  P^i^  ^  had,  near  a  Hpufe  of  his  in  Itafy^ 
fi  Neighbour,  who  was  exceedingly  tormented  with  cer- 
tain Ulcers  in  his  private  Parts  :  His  Wife,  feeing  him  fq 
long  to  lanjguifh,  intreated  that  he  would  give  her  Leave 
to  fee,  and  at  Leifure  to  confider  of  the  State  of  his  Difr 
cafe  ;  adding,  that  Ihe  would  freely  tell  him  what  ihe 
thought  of  it :  This  Permiflion  being  obtained,  Ihe  cu- 
rioufly  examined  the  Bufinefe,  found  it  impoffible  he  could 
ever  be  cyred,  and  that  all  he  was  to  expeft,  was  a  great 
while  to  linger  out  a  painful  and  miferable  Life  ^  and 
|:herefore,  as  tfic  moft  fure  and  fovereign  Remedy,  (he 
refolutely  advifed  him  to  kill  hipfelf :  But  finding  him  a 
little  tender  and  backward  in  fo  rude  an  Attempt :   ^  Do 
not  think,  my  Dear,  /aid  Jh^^  |hat  I  h^ve  not  an  equal 
^  Feeling  of  the  Tprniepts  whicl^  1  fee  thou  endured,  and 
f  that,  to  deliver  myfelf  from  them,  I  will  not  myfelf 
f  make  Ufe  oif  the  f^me  Remedy  I  have  prefcribed  to  thee ; 
f  I  will  accompany  thee  ;n  the  Cure,  as  I  have  done  in  the 
*  Difeafe ;  fear  nothing,  but  believe  that  we  fhall  have 
f  Pleafure  in  this  P^flage  that  is  to  free  vs  from  fo  many 
^  Miferies,  j^nd  go  off  happily  together/  fiaving  faid  this, 
^nd  roufed  up  her  K(usbapd's  Courage,  fhe  refolved  that 
^hey  fhould  thrpw  themfelves  headlpng  into  the  Sea,  out 
pf  a  Window  that  leaneid  over  it ;  and  that  fhe  might  main- 
tain, to  the  lafl,  the  loyal  and  vehement  Affedion  where* 
^ith  fh^  had  embraced  him  during  his  Life,  fhe  would 

yet 
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yet  have  him  die  in  hpr  Arms  \  but  for  fear  they  Ihould 
fail,  and  left  they  fhould  leave  their  Hold  in  the  Fall,  and 
thro*  Fear,  (he  tied  herfelf  faft  to  him  by  the  Waift,  and 
fo  gave  up  her  own  Life  to  procure  her  Hufband's  Re- 
pofc.  This  v^as  a  Woman  of  a  mean  Family,  and,  even 
*mongft  that  Condition  of  People,  'tis  no  very  new  Thing 
to  fee  fome  Example  of  uncommon  Good-nature* 

— extrema  per  illos 

Juftitia  excedens  terris  vejligia  fecit  \ 

i.  €. 

From  hence  did  Juftice  take  her  Flight,  and  here 
The  Prints  of  her  departing  Steps  appear. 

.  The  other  two  are  Noble  and  Rich,  where  Examples 
of  Virtue  are  rarely  lodged.  Arria^  the  Wife  of  Cecim 
Patus^  a  confular  Perfon,  was  the  Mother  of  another  Ar^ 
fia^  the  Wife  of  Thrafea  Paius^  whofe  Virtue  was  fo  re- 
nowned in  the  Time  oi  NerOy  and,  by  Means  of  this  Son-r 
in-Law,  the  Grand-mother  of  Fannia :  For  the  Refcm- 
blance  of  the  Names  of  thefe  Men  and  Women,  and  their 
7be  Story  of  Fortunes,  has  led  many  into  a  Miftake.  This 
the  Death  of  firft  Arria  (her  Hufband  Cecina  P^etus  hav- 
Arria,  the  jng  been  made  Prifoner  by  fome  of  the  Em- 
cmfpletus*"      P^**^^  Claudius's  People,   after  Scribonianus's 

Defeat,  whofe  Party  he  had  embraced  in  the 
War)  •  begged  of  thofe  who  were  carrying  him  Prifoner 

*  to  Rcme^  that  they  would  take  her  into  their  Ship,  where 

*  (he  ihould  be  of  much  lefs  Charge  and  Trouble  to  them 

*  than  a  great  many  Perfpns  they  muft  otherwife  h^yc  to 

*  attend  her  Husband,  and  that  fhe  alone  would  under* 

*  take  to  ferve  him  in  his  Chamber,  his  Kitchen,  and  all 

*  other  Offices  ^.'  fiut  they  refufed  her,  wherefore  Ihe  put 
herfelf  into  a  Fifhin^-bo^t  fhe  hi^ed  on  a  fudden,  and  in 
that  Manner  followed  him  from  Sclavonia,  Being  como 
to  Ro^ey  Junia^  the  Widow  of  ScribonianuSy  one  Day,  confi- 
deringtheRefemblance  of  their  Fortunes,  and  accollingher 
in  the  Emperor's  Prefence,  in  a  familiar  Way,  fhe  rudely 
rcpulfed  her  with  thefe  Words,  *  Shall  I,  faid  Jhe^  fpeak 
f  to  thee,  or  give  Ear  to  any  Thine  thou  layeft  ;  to  thcQ. 

*'in 

^  Virg*  Gcorg.  lib.  ii.  7.  473.  ^  Plin.  Ep.  16.  lib.  iii. 
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*  in  whofc  Lap  Scribonianus  was  flain,  anithou  yet  alive  ?* 
Thefe  Words,  with  fevcral  other  Signs,  gave  her  Friend$^ 
to  underftand,  that  Ihe  would  undoubtedly  difpatch  her^ 
felf,  impatient  of  fupporting  her  Hufband's  Fortune.  And 
Thrafea^  her  Son-in-Law,  befeeching  her  not  to  throw  a- 
way  herfelf,  and  faying  to  her,  *  What !  If  I  (hould  run 

*  the  fame  Fortune  that  Cecina  has  done,  would  you  that 

*  your  Daughter,  my  Wife,  Ihould  do  the  fame  ? '  *  Would 

*  I  \  replied ft>e^  yes,  yes,  I  would,  if  Ihe  had  lived  as  long» 

*  and  in  as  good  Agreement  with  thee  as  I  have  done 

*  with  my  Hufband.'  Thefe  Anfwers  made  them  more 
careful  of  her,  and  to  have  a  more  watchful  Eye  on  her 
Deportment.  One  Day,  having  faid  to  thofe  that  looked 
to  her,  *  *Tis  to  much  Purpofe  that  you  take  all  this  Pains 
'  to  prevent  me  %  you  may  indeed  make  me  die  an  ill 

*  Death,  but  to  keep  me  from  dying  is  not  in  your  Pow- 

*  er  5*  and,  fuddcnly  rulhing  from  a  Chair  wherein  fhe  fat, 
Ihe  ran  her  Head  madly,  with  all  her  Force,  againft  the 
next  Wall,  by  which  Blow  being  laid  flat  in  a. Swoon, 
and  very  much  wounded,  after  they  had  with  much  ado 
brought  her  to  herfelf,  *  I  told  you,  faid  flie,  that,  if  you 
'  refufed  me  fome  eafy  Way  of  dying,  I  fhould  find  out: 

*  another,  how  painful  foever.*  The  Conclufion  o^  i(^ 
admirable  a  Virtue  was  thus  :  Her  Hufband  Pai§Sj  not 
having  Refolution  enough  of  his  own  to  difpatch  himfe|^ 
as  he  was  by  the  Emperor's  Cruelty  enjoined ;  one  Day, 
amongft  others,  having  firft  employed  all  the  Reafons  and 
Exhortations  which  (he  thought  moft  prevalent,  to  per* 
fuade  him  to  it,  fhe  fnatched  the  Ponyard  he  wore  from, 
his  Side,  and,  holding  it  ready  in  her  Hand,  to  make 
ftiort  of  her  Admonition^,  *  Do  thus,  P^etus^  faid  (he } 
and  in  the  fame  Inftant  gave  herfelf  a  mortal  Stab  in  her 
Breaft,  and  then,  drawing  it  out  of  the  Wound,  prefen- 
ted  it  to  him,  ending  her  Life  with  this  noble,  generous, 
and  immortal  Saying,  Pate^  non  dolet,  *  Patus^  it  hurts 
^  me  not  \  having  only  Strength  to  pronounce  thofe  ni$^ 
ver  to  be  forgotten  Words. 

Cajia  fuo  gladium  cum  traderet  Arria  Pato^ 
^em  de  vifceribus  traxerat  ipfa  fuis  c 

■3  $i 
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Si  qua  fides^  vulnus  qnd  fed^  nam  ddii^  imquit  ^ 
Sid  quod  tu  fades^  id  mbi^  F^te^  ddet  ^ 

When  the  chaftc  Arrid  gave  the  reeking  Sword, 
That  had  ncw^r'd  her  Heart,  to  her  dear  Lord  ; 
P^etuSj  the  Wound  Fve  made  hurts  not,  quoth  fhe; 
The  Wound  which  thou  wilt  make,  'tis  tlm  hurts  me. 

The  AfUon  was  much  more  noble  in  idelf,  and  of  a 
richer  Dye  than  the  Poet  could  exprefs  it ;  for  Ihe  was 
{o  far  from  being  deterred  by  her  Husband's  Wound  and 
Death,  and  her  own,  that  fhe  had  been  the  Promocreis 
and  Advifer  of  both ;  but,  having  performed  this  hig|i 
and  courageous  Enterprife  for  her  Husband's  only  Con- 
venience, (he  had,  even  in  the  laft  Ga^  of  her  Life,  no 
other  Concern  but  for  him,  and  for  difpoflcfling  him  of  the 
Fear  of  dying  with  her.  Paius  prelendy  firuck  him&ii 
to  the  Heart  with  the  fame  Weapon,  afhamed,  I  believe:, 
to  have  flood  in  Need  of  fo  dear  and  precious  an  Example. 

Pompeia  Paulina^  a  young  and  very  noble  Rimum  Lady» 
Scnerf  Wife  ^^  married  Seneca  in  lus  extreme  old  Age. 
'^*  Neroj  his  hopeful  Pupil,  fenc  his  Guards  to 
denounce  the  Sentence  of  Death'  to  him,  which  was  per« 
formed  after  this  Manner :  When  the  Rcmam  Emperors 
of  thofe  Times  had  condemned  any  Man  of  Quality,  thcj 
ftit  to  him,  by  their  Officers,  to  chufe  what  Dcuh  he 
would,  and  to  make  that  £le£tion  within  fuch  or  iiich  a 
Time,  which  was  limited,  according  to  the  Mettle  of  their 
Indignation,  to  a  (horter  or  longer  Refpite,  that  tbcy 
might  therein  have  Leifure  to  difpoie  df  tl^ir  Affairs ;  and 
fometimes  depriving  them  of  the  Means  of  doing  it,  by 
the  Shortnefs  of  the  Time  ;  and,  if  the  ccmdemned  ieem* 
ed  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  the  Order,  they  had  People  rea- 
dy at  Hand  to  execute  it,  either  by  cutting  the  Yeins  of 
the  Arms  and  Legs,  or  by  compelling  them  to  fwallow  a 
Draught  of  Poifon  :  But  Perfons  of  Honour  would  not 
flay  this  Neceflity,  and  made  ufe  of  their  own  Phyfidans 
and  Surgeons  for  this  Purpofe.  "^  Seneca^  with  a  calm 
and  (leady  Countenance,  heard  the  Charge,  and  then  cal- 
led 

^  Mart.  lib.  i.  £p.  14.  *  Tadt.  Annal  lih  zv.  c  61,  62. 
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led  for  Paper  to  write  his  Will,  which  being  by  the  Cap- 
tain denied,  he  turned  himfelf  towards  his  Friends,  faying 
to  them,  *  Since  I  cannot  leave  you  any  other  Acknow- 

*  ledgment  of  the  Obligation  I  have  to  you,  I  leave  you, 

*  at  Icaft,  the  beft  Thing  I  have,  namely,  the  Image  of 

*  my  Life  and  Manners,  which  I  intreat  you  to  keep  in 

*  Memory  of  me ;  that,  fo  doing,  you  may  acquire  the 
^  Glory  of  fincere  and  real  Friends.*  And  therewithal, 
one  While  appealing  the  Sorrow  he  faw  them  in,  with  gen- 
tle Words,  and  then  raifing  his  Voice  to  reprove  them  ; 

*  What,  faid  he,  are  become  of  all  our  fine  Precepts  of 

*  Philofophy  ?  What  arc  become  of  all  the  Provifions 
^  we  have  fo  many  Years  laid  in  againft  the  Accidents  of 

*  Fortune  ?  Was  Nero*s  Cruelty  unknown  to  us  ?  What 
^  could  we  expeft  from  him  who  had  murdered  his  Mo- 

*  ther  and  his  Brother,  but  that  he  fhould  put  his  Qo- 

*  vemor  to  Death,  who  had  bred  him  up  and  educated 

*  him  ?*  After  having  fpoke  thefe  Words  in  general,  he 
turned  himfelf  towards  his  Wife,  and^  embracing  her  faft 
in  his  Arms,  as,  her  Heart  and  Strength  failing  her,  (he 
was  ready  to  (ink  down  with  Grief,  he  begged  of  her, 

*  For  his  Sake  to  bear  this  Accident  with  a  little  more 
^  Patience,  telling  her,  that  now  the  Hour  was  come 
^  wherein  he  was  to  (hew,  not  by  any  more  Argument  and 

*  Reafon,  but  by  £ffe£b,  the  Fruit  he  had  reaped  from. 
^  his  Studies ;  and  that  he  really  embraced  his  DeatK» 
^  not  only  without  Grief,  but  with  Joy  :  Wherefore,  my 
^  Deareft,  faid  he,  do  not  difhonour  it  with  thy  Tears^ 
^  that  it  may  not  feem  as  if  thou  loveft  thyfelf  more  than 

*  my  Reputation.     Moderate  thy  Grief,   and  comfort 

*  thyfelf  in  the  Knowledge  thou  haft  had  of  me  and  of 
^  my  Adions,  leading  the  Remainder  of  thy  Life  in  the 
^  fame  virtuous  Manner  thou  haft  hitherto  done.'  To  this 
Paulina^  having  a  little  recovered  her  Spirits,  and  warmed 
her  great  Soul  with  a  moft  generous  Affeftion,  replied^ 

*  No,  Seneca^  fiud  (he,  I  am  not  a  Woman  to  fuffer  yow 

*  to  go  without  my  Company  in  fuch  a  Neceflity ;  I  will 
^  not  have  you  to  think  that  the  virtuous  Examples  of 

*  your  Life  have  not  yet  taught  me  how  to  die  well,  and 

*  when  can  I  ever  better,  or  more  decently  do  it,  or  more 

'        .  'to 
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*  to  my  own  Defire,  than  w^th  you  ?  And  therefore  aflure 
«  yourfelf  I  will  go  along  with  you/  Seneca^  taking  this 
fo  amiable  and  glorious  Refolution  of  his  Wife  exceed- 
ing kindly  at  her  Hands,  and  being  alfo  willing  to  free 
himfelf  from  the  Fear  of  leaving  her  expofed  to  the  Merq^ 
and  Cruelty  of  his  Enemies  after  his  Death  ;  ^  I  have, 

*  Paulina^  faid  he%  fufficiently  inftruded  thee  in  what 

*  would  ferve  thee  happily  to  live ;  but  thou  more  covet- 

*  eft,  I  fee,  the  Honour  of  dying :  In  Truth,  I  will  not 
«  grudge  it  thee ;  the  Conftancy  and  Refolution  in  our 
^  common  End  may  be  the  fame,  but  the  Beauty  and  Glo- 

*  ty  of  thy  Part  is  greater.*  This  faid,  the  Surgeons  at 
the  fame  Time  cut  the  Veins  of  both  their  Arms^  but,  be-^ 
caufe  thofe  of  Seneca  being  more  ihrunk  up^  as  well  with 
old  Age  as  Abftinence,  made  his  Blood  to  now  too  flowly, 
he  moreover  commanded  them  to  open  the  Veins  of  his 
Thighs ;  and,  left  the  Torments  he  endured  from  it  migjtit 
pierce  his  Wife's  Heart,  and  alfo  to  free  himfelf  from  the 
Affliction  of  feeing  her  in  fo  fad  a  Condition,  after  having 
taken  a  very  aflfeCtionate  Leave  of  her,  *  he  intreated  Ihe 

*  would  fufier  them  to  carry  her  into  the  next  Room,* 
which  they  accordingly  did  ;  but,  all  thefe  Incifions 
being  not  enough  to  make  him  die, .  he  commanded 
Statius  Anneus''^  his  Phyfician,  to  give  him  a  Draught 
of  Poifon,  which  had  not  much  better  EfieA  \  for,  by 
Reafon  of  the  Weaknefs  and  Coldnefs  of  his  Limbs,  it 
could  not  reach  to  his  Heart,  wherefore  they  were  for- 
ced to  fuperadd  a  very  hot  Bath  \  and  then,  feeling  his 
End  approach,  whilft  he  had  Breath,  he  continued  excel- 
lent Difcourfes  upon  the  SubjeA  of  his  prefent  Condition, 
which  his  Secretaries  wrote  down,  as  long  as  they  could 
hear  his  Voice ;  and  his  laft  Words  were  long  after  in  lugh 
Honour  and  Efteem  amongft  Men,  and  it  was  a  great 
Lofs  to  us,  that  they  were  not  referved  down  to  our  Times: 

.^^hen,  feeling  the  laft  Pangs  of  Death,  with  the  bloody 
^W'ater  of  the  Bath  he  bathed  his  Head,  faying,  *  This 

*  Water  I  dedicate  to  Jupiter  the  Deliverer.*  Nero^  be- 
ing prefently  advertifed  of  all  this,  fearing  left  the  Death 
of  Paulina^  who  was  one  of  the  beft  defcended  Ladies  of 

R$me^ 

«    *  Tacit  Aimal-  lib.  xv.  c.  63.  •  Idem,  ibid.  c.  64. 
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Rome^  and  againft  whom  he  had  no  particular  Enmity^ 
ihould  turn  to  his  Reproach,  he  fent  back  Orders  %  in 
all  Hafte^  to  bind  up  her  Wounds,  which  her  Attendants^ 
without  his  Knowledge,  had  done  before ;  (he  being  aU 
ready  half  dead,  and  without  any  Manner  of  Senfe.  Thus^^ 
though  Ihe  lived,  contrary  to  her  own  Defign,  it  was  very 
honourably,  and  conliftent  with  her  own  Virtup  \  ji^er  palf 
Complexion  ever  after  manifefting  how  much  of  tier  Vi* 
tal  Spirit  was  run  out  of  her  Wounds. 

Thefe  are  my  three  very  true  Stories,  which,  I  think> 
I  find  as  diverting,  and  as  tragic,  as  any  of  -..  ^  .  - 
thofe  we  make  of  our  own  Heads  wherewith  rragedf^J 
to  entertain  the  common  People ;  and  I  won-  jkave  Rtcomfi 
der  they  who  are  addifted  to  fuch  Relations  do  *o  ^^o'  M 
not  rather  cull  out  ten  thoufand  very  fine  Sto-  [tt^f^  ^ 
ries,  which  are  to  be  found  u)  very  good  Au-  ^ 

thors,  that  would  fave  them  the  trouble  of  Invention,  and 
be  more  ufeful  and  entertaining.  And  whofoever  would 
compofe  a  whole  Play  from  them  would  need  to  add  no- 
thing of  his  own  but  the  Connexion  only,  as  it  were  thp 
Solder  of  Metal ;  and  might,  by  this  Means,  compile  a 
gre^t  many  true  Events  of  all  Sorts,  difpofing  and  diver« 
fifying  them  according  as  the  Beauty  of  (he  Work  fhould 
require,  after  the  fame  Manner  almoft  as  Ovid  has  patched 
up  his  Metamorphofis  of  that  infinite  Number  of  various 
Fables. 

In  this  laft  Couple  this  is  moreover  worthy  of  Confide^' 
ration,  *  That  PauUrta  voluntarily  offered  to    ScnecaV  ptai 

*  lofe  her  Life  for  the  Love  of  her  Hulband,    Affeaiim  u  hi$ 

*  and  that  her  Husband  had  formerly  alfo    ^i^- 

*  forbore  dying  for  the  Love  of  her.*  There  is  no  mighty 
Counterpoife  in  this  Exchange  as  to  us  ;  but,  according^ 
to  his  Stoical  Humour,  I  prefume  he  thought  he  had  dono 
as  much  for  her,  in  prolonging  his  Life  upon  her  Account^ 

as  if.  he  had  died  for  her.  In  one  "^  of  his  Letters  to  Lu*-^  ^ 
ciliusj  after  he  has  given  him  to  underftapd,  that^  being 
feized  with  an  Ague  in  Rome^  he  prefently  took  Coa^Iv 
to  go  to  a  Houfc  he  had  in  the  Country,  contrary  to  his 
Wife's  Opinion,  who  would  by  all  Means  perfuade  biav 
Vol.  II.  .        O  a 

p  Tacit.  A91UL  lib.  JHT.  c  0^  ^JB^xxr..    /  . 


tbi  McntaigheV  EJajis^  Book  11% 

€6  ftay )  and  that  he  told  her,  *  That  the  Agae  he  was 
feized  ii^ith  was  not  a  Fever  of  the  Body,  but  of  the 
Place :'  It  follows  thus  j  *  She  let  me  go,  fay$  he,  with 

fiving  me  a  ftrift  Charge  of  my  Health :  Now  I,  who 
now  that  her  Life  is  involved  in  mine,  begin  to  make 
much  of  myfclf,  that  I  may  prefcrvc  her ;  and  I  lofe  the 
Privilege^  my  Age  has  given  me,  of  being  more  conftant 
and  refolute  in  many  Things,  when  I  call  to  Mind, 
that  there  is  a  young  Lady  who  is  interefted  in  this  old 
Man's  Health ;  and,  fince  I  cannot  perfuade  her  to  love 
me  more  coufageoufly,  fhe  makes  me  more  ibllicitoufly 
to  love  myfelf ;  for  we  muft  allow  fomething  to  honeft 
Afiedions ;  and  fometimes,  though  Occafions  impor- 
tune us  to  the  Contrary,  we  muft  call  back  Life^  even 
though  it  be  with  Torment ;  we  muft  hold  the  Soul 
within  our  Teeth,  fince  the  Rule  of  Living  amongft 
good  Men  is  not  fo  long  as  they  pleaie,  but  as  Jong  as 
they  ought :  He  that  loves  not  his  Wife  and  his  Friend 
fo  well  as  to  prolong  his  Life  for  them,  but  will  obfti-* 
nately  die,  is  too  delicate  and  too  efieminate :  The  Soul 
muft  impofe  this  upon  itfelf,  when  the  Utility  of  our 
Friends  does  fo  require :  We  muft  fometimes  lend  oun 
^  felvte  to  our  Friends,  and,  when  we  would  die  for  our- 
^  felves,  muft  break  that  Refoludon  for  their  Sake»:  'Tis 
a  Teftimony  of  a  noble  Courage  to  return  to  Life  for 
the  Sake  of  another^s,  as  many  excellent  Perfons  havs 
done :  And  'tis  a  Mark  of  fmgular  Good-nature  to  pre- 
ierve  old  Age  (of  which  the  greateft  Convenience  is  as 
Indifference  for  its  Duratk>n,  and  a  more  ftout  and  diA 
dainfUl  Ufe  of  Life)  when  a  Man  perceives  that  this  Of- 
fice is  pleafing^  agreeable,  and  ufeful  to  fomc  Itefoii 
1  whom  we  are  very  fond  of;  and  a  Man  ntip$  a  very 
^  pleafing  Reward  from  it ;  for  what  can  be  more  delight* 
«  nil  than  to  be  fo  dear  to  one^s  Wife,  as,  upon  her  Ac* 

*  count,  to  become  dear  to  one's  fdf  ?  Thus  has  myPn* 
<  .Una  imputed  to  mt  not  only  her  Pears,  but  my  own } 
^  it  has  not  been  fufficient  for  me  to  confider  how  relb- 

*  lutdy  I  could  die,  but  I  have  alfe  confidered  how  unabte 
^  ihe* would  be  to  bear  it:  1  am  inforced  to  live,  and 
^  fometimes  to  live  is  Mi^animity/  Thefe  are  his  owa 
excellent  Wordit  accordia|^  to  Us^ufuaL  Manner. 

CHAP. 


CHAP.    XXXVl. 

Of  Three  mfi  excellent  Men* 

It*  I  fhould  be  alked  who  I  fhoiild  prefer,  of  all  tjie 
Men  that  have  come  to  my  Knowledge,  I  fhould  an*^ 
fwer,   •  That  I  think  three  more  excellent   Homer /r^* 

*  than  all  the  rcfk  :*  One  of  them  Hofner ;  not  redtethegriat^ 
but  Arijiotle  and  Varro^  for  Example,  were  ^  Qemii/es. 
peradventure  as  learned  as  he  \  and  poflibly  Virgil  might 
compare  with  him,  cvpn  in  his  own  Art ;  I  leave  this  to 
be  determined  by  fuch  as  know  them  both  ;  I,  who,  for 
my  Part,  underftand  but  one  of  them,  can  only  fay  this, 
according  to  my  pDor  Talent,  *  That  I  do  not  believe  the 

*  Mufes  tliemfdvcs  eycr.furpafled  tht  Roman. 

Tale  facit  carmen  doSld  tefiudine^  quale 
Cynthius  impqfitis  temperat  articulU  '%   . 

His  Lute  and  Verfe  with  Harmony  as  fweet  corifplre^ 

As  when  Apollo  fingst-in  Concert  with  his  Lyre* 

•  ■ 

And  yef  in  this  Judgment  we  are  not  to  forget,  that  it  id 
chiefly  from  Homer  that  Virgil  derives  his  Excellence  \  thac 
he  is  his  Guide  and  Teacher;  and  that  the  Iliad  only  has 
fupplied  him  with  fipcjly  4iUl  Matter^  out  of  which  to  com- 
pofe  his  great  and  iiivjuie  Mneis*  .  I  do  not  reckon  upon 
that  alone,  bult  take  in  feveral  other  Circuniftances  tfeat 
render  this  Poet  admirable  to  me^  even  as  it  were  above 
human  Condition  :  ^  And,  in  Truth,  I  often  wonder,  that 
he  who  has  eftftedi'ind  by  his  Authority  given  fo  many 
Deities  Rcpikatibii  iii%e  Wo^^^  was  not  deified  himfclf, 
being  feoth  Hiiidj^ttdpbOr,  and  fa  well  acquainted  with 
the  Sciences,  before  they  weri  fediifced  into  Rule  and  cer- 
tain Obfervations,  that  all  thofe  who  have  fince  taken 
^  upQA:  them  to  eftaMHh  Governments,  co  carry  on  Wars, 
*  tmd  t9  write  either,  of  Ehiloibpliy  or  Religion,  of  what 
^  $f^  foevcr,  or  of  the  Arts,  have  made  ufe  of  him,  as  of 

^         O  o  2  amoff 


fc 

■ 


H 
Ml 


Pfop€i^  ilh.  id 
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a  moft  perfcft  Inftruftor,  in  the  Knowledge  of  all  Things  ^ 
and  of  his  Books  as  a  Nurfery  of  all  Sorts  of  Learning : 

^i  quid  ftt  pulcbrujHj  quid  turpe^  quid  utilcy  quid  non^ 
Pleniks  ac  finlius  Cbryfippo  ac  Craniore  dixit  •. 

i.  e. 

\Srho  hath  what's  brave,  what's  bafe,  what's  hurtful,  and 

what's  good. 
Clearer  thaa  Grantor  or  Chrjfippus  fliew'd.* 

apd  as  this  other  fays,^ 

• a  quo  ceu  fonte  perenni 

Vatum  Pieriis  laira  ri^antur  aquis  V 

At  that  clear  Spring  the  Poets  take  their  fwil^ 
Which  ever  flows  from  the  Pierian'''"** 


and  another, 

Adde  Heliconiadum  ComiteSj  qucrUm  umts  HomeruSt 
AJtra  ptitus  ". 

i.  Cf 

■  

Of  all  the  Poets,  Homer  is  alone 

Judg'd  the  moft  worthy  of  the  Mufes  Throne^ 

and  another, 

r 

eujufque  ex  ore  pofufo 

0mm  pojleritas  latices  in  carmina  dkxify 
Amnemque  in  tenues  anfa  eft  deducere  rPvos 
Unius  facunda  hnii  ''.  :     . .: 

/.  e.    ■ 

From  whofe  abundant  Spring 
Succeeding  Poets  draw  the  Songs  they  Sg  • 
From  him  they  take^  from  him  adorn  their  Themes^ 
And  into  little  Channels  cut  his  StDcamg  j 
Rich  in  his  Store 

-  ■  ■  < 

'Tis  contrary  to  the  Order  of  Natuce  thae  he  has  made 
the  moft  excellent  Produ&ion  that  can  poffiblv  be;  fvj 

tbtj 

•  Hor.  lib  i  Epift.  2.  V.  3.        '  Ovid.  Amop.  lib.  Si.  Ekg.  g.  1.  tt 
•  Lactet.  \i\>. \tt.  V.  kjjo.        »  M«nil.  Aftt»n,lHfc,li.  v,  «,  &u 
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the  ordinary  Birth  of  Things  is  impcrfeft  ;  they  thrive 
and  gather  Strength  by  growing :  Whereas  he  has  ren- 
dered even  the  Infancy  of  Poefy,  and  of  fevcral  other  Sci- 
ences, mature,  perfcft,  and  complete.  And  for  this  Rea^ 
foni^htt^-may  be  called  the  firft  and  the  ktft  of  the  Poets, 
accofttfiig  to  the  fair  Teftimony  Antiquity  has  left  us  of 
him,  *  *  That^  as  there  was  none  before  him  whom  he 

*  could  imitate,  fb  there  has  been  none  fince  that  could 

*  imitate-  him.*  His  Words,  according  to  AHftaile^^  are 
the  only  Words  that  have  Motion  and  A6tion,  and  are 
the  only  fubftantial  Words.  'Atexanier  the  Greats  having 
found  a  rich  little  Coffer  an^pngfl  Da^m*s  Spoils ',  gave 
Order  it  *  fhould  be  refervtd  for  him  to  keep  his  "HotHet 

*  in  ;•  faying,  *  That  he  was  the  lDeft  and  moft  faithful 
^  Counfellor  he  had  in  his  military  Affairs  \  For  the 
fame  Reafon  it  was  that  OeomeneSj  the  Son  oi  Anaxandridas^ 
faid,  >  That  he  was  the  LaceiLemonian  Poet,  becaufe  ht 

*  was  the  beft  Matter  for  the  Difcipline  of  War  ^. «  This 
lingular  and  part;ic|ilar  Commendation  is  alfo  left  of  him 
in  the  Judgment  of  Plutarcbj  *  That  he  is  the  only  Au- 

*  thor  m  the  World  that  never  glutted  nor  dilgufted  his 

*  Readers,  prefenting  hirnfeif  always  in  different  Lights, 

*  and  always  flourilhing  in  fome  new  Grace  ^*  That  merry 
Droll  Alcihiades^  having  afked  one  who  pretended  to  Learn* 
ing '  for  a  Book  of  Horner^  gave  him  a  Box  on  the  Ear  be* 
caufe  he  had  none,  which  he  thought  as  fcandalQus  as  we 
Ihould  for  one  of  our  Priefts  to  be  without  a  BreViary. 
Xenophanes  complained  one'  Day  to  Hieroj  the  Tyrant  of 
Syracufe^  *  That  he  was  fb  poor  he  had  not  wherewithal 

*  to  maintain  two  Servants  :*  The  Tyrant  replied,  *  Horner^ 
<  who  was  much  poorer  than  you  are  %  keeps  above  ten 
^  thoufand  now  he  is  dead.'  What  did  Pan^tm  }eave  un- 
faid  ^  when  he  called  Plato  the  Hotner  of  Philofophers  ? 
Befides,  what  Glory  can  be  comptired  to  his  ?  Nothing  is 
fo  frequent  in  Men's  Mou\hs  as  his  Name  and  Works  ; 

O  o  3  nothing 

«  Vellcu  Paterculi  Hid.  Kb.  \.  c.  5.  r  Arift.  de  Politica,  c.  24, 

«  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  vii.  c.  29.  *  Plutarchy  in  the  Life  ^iAUxander\ 
e.  2.  ^  In  the  Notable  Sayings  of  the  Lactd^em^iam^         «  pl^tarskB 

\vi  his  Treatife  of  Loquacity,  c.  5.  ^  **  Idem,  in  the  Life  <X  Alcihiades^ 
c.  3.  •  Idem,  in  the  Notable  Sayings  of  the  ancient  Kings,  l^c.  at  the 
Word  »rf^  5  Cic  Tjjfc.  <l«a;ll.  lib.  i,  c.  32, 
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nothing  fo  known  and  receivtd  as  Tr^y^  Helen^  and  the 
War  about  her,  when  perhaps  there  was  never  any  fucb 
Thing.  Our  Children  arc  ftill  called  by  Names  that  he 
feigned  above  three  thoufand  Years  ago.  Who  is  ignorant 
of  the  Story  of  Heltor  and  AcbilUs  ?  Not  only  fonic!  par^ 
ticular  Families,  but  mod  Nations  feek  their  Orig^sd  in 
his  Inventions.  Mabomei^  the  fecond  of  that  Name,  Em- 
peror of  the  Turh^  writing  to  our  Popp  Pins  the  Second  5 
i(  I  ani  ailonifhed,  fays  he,  that  the  Italians  IhouM  appear 
^  againil  me,  confidering  that  we  have  our  common  De- 
^  fcent  from  the  Trojans  \  sind  th»t  it  cdncenn  me,  as  well 
^  as  it  does  them,  to  revenge  the  Blood  of  Heflor  upon 
^  the  Creeks^  whom  th^y  Countenance  againft  n^e.'  Is  it 
Dot  a  noble  Farce  wherein  Kings,  Rq>ubiics,  and  Eippe- 
rors  have  fo  many  Ages  play^  their  Farts,  and  to  which 
fill  this  vailUnivetfe  ferves  for  a  Theatre  ?  Scwen  Grecian  Cir 
ties  contended  for  his  Birth,  fo  much  Honour  i^d  he  de? 
five  even  from  his  Obfcurity. 

Smyrna^  libodus^  Cohpbon^  Safamii^  Cbios^  Argos^  Athens «. 
The  fecond  of  my  Thrpe  Pcrfonages  is  Alexander  the 

Ale     der  the   ^^^^  "*   ■  °^  ^^^^         confider  the  Age 

Gr«^  /%  >  *^  which  he  began  his  Enterorifes ;  the  fmall 
coudrftbe/e  MeanQ  by  which  he  efie£ted  10  glorious  a  De- 
'txcdunt  Per:-  ^gn ;  thc  Authorjty  he  obt^ained,  at  fo  flcn- 
r^^-^'^'  der  an  Age,  with  the  greateft  and  moft  ej?- 

f>eriepced  Captains  of  the  World,  by  whom  he  was  foj- 
owed  \  and  the  extraordinary  Favour  wherewith  Fortune 
embraced  him,  $nd  favoured  fo  many  hazardous,  I  haci 
almofl  faid  rafh  Pefigns  of  his  ! 


itnpellens  quicquid  ftH  fumma  tetenti^ 


Qbjiarct^  g^uden/qui  viam  fecijfe  ruina 

i.  e. 

Whofc  high  Pefigns 'no  hoftilc  Fprce  CQuld  ftay, 
;    And  whp  by  Ruin  lov'd  to  clear  his  Way. 

*}rhat  Grandeur,  to  have,  at  the  Age  of  thirty-three  Yc^rs, 
ipaffed  v|6lorious  through  the  whole  habitable  Earth, 
gnd  in  half  a  Life  to  have  attained  %o  the  wtmoft  Effort 

I  Au\.  Gdl.  Uh.  Ui.  c  u,  k  Lbc^iu  lib;  i.  v.  149,  150, 
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of  human  Nature  j  fo  that  you  cannot  imagine  its  Dura- 
tion juft,  nor  the  Continuance  of  his  Incrcafe  in  Virtue 
and  Fortune,  even  to  a  due  Maturity  of  Age,  but  that 
you  mufl  withal  imagine  fomething  more  than  Man  :  To 
have  made  fo  many  Royal  Branches  to  fpring  from  his 
Soldiers ;  leaving  the  World,  at  his  Death,  divided  a- 
mongft  four  Succe/Tors,  who  were  no  better  than  Captains 
of  his  Army,  whole  Pofterity  have  fo  long  continued,  and 
maintained  that  vaft  Poffcflion  ;  fo  many  excellent  Vir- 
tues as  he  was  poflefled  of,  Jullice,  Temperance,  Libera- 
lity, Truth  in  his  Word,  Love  towards  his  own  People, 
and  Humanity  towards  thofe  he  overcame  ;  for  his  Man- 
ners, in  the  general,  feem,  in  truth,  incapable  of  any  jufi: 
Reproach,  tho'  fome  particular  and  extraordinary  Action 
of  his  may,  peradventure,  fall  under  Cenfure :  But  it  is 
impofTibic  to  carry  on  fo  great  Things,  as  he  did,  with 
the  ftrift  Rules  of  Juftice ;  fuch  as  he  are  willing  to  be 
judged  in  grofs,  by  the  governing  Motive  of  their  Actions. 
The  Ruin  of  Thebes  \  the  Murder  of  Menandir  ' ;  and  of 
Ephefiion's  Phyfician  ^  ;  the  Maflacre  of  fo  many  Perfian 
Prifoners  at  once  -,  of  a  Troop  of  Indian  Soldiers  ',  not 
without  Prejudice  to  his  Word  ;  and  of  the  Csffeyam  ",  fo 
much  as  to  the  very  Children ;  are  Saliies  that  are  not 
Well  to  be  excufed  :  For,  as  to  Cfyius,  the  Fault  was  more 
than  recompenfed  in  his  Repentance,  and  that  very  Ac^ 
tion,  as  much  as  any  other  whatever,  manifefts  the  Gen- 
tletiefs'  of  his  Nature,  a  Nature  excellently  formed  to 
Goodnefs  ;  and  it  was  ingenioufly  faid  of  him,  *  That  he 
"•  had  his  Virtues  from  Nature,  and  his  Vices  from  For- 
'*  tune  ".'  As  to  his  being  a  little  given  to  Boafting,  and 
ft  little  too  impatient  of  hearing  himfeif  ill  fpoken  of; 
and  as  to  thofe  Mangers,  Arms,  and  Bits  he  caufed  to  be 
ftrcwed  in  the  Indies  ;  all  thofe  little  Vanities,  mcthinks, 
may  very  well  be  allowed  to  his  Youth,  and  the  prodi- 
gious Profperity  of  his  Fortune  :  And  who  will'coniider, 
■withal,  his  many  Military  Virtues,  his  Diligence,  Fore- 
fight,  Patience,  Difciplinc,  Subtlety,  Magnanimity,  Re- 
O  o  4.  folucion, 

'  Pluarei  in  ihc  Life  q{  JUx/mJei*,  e.  i8.  *  Irl«n,  ibid,  c,  tz 

Q^Cunius.   lib.  ii.  feft.  4.         '  flutent,  c.  (8,        ^  Ideiiw  ik  C  xz. 
«  Qj_Cwtiu5,  lib.  jc.  ftfl.  J, 
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folutipn,  and  good  Fortune,  wherein  (tho*  wc  had  not  had 
the  Authority  xyf  Hannibal  to  aflure  us)  he  was  the  chief  of 
Men ;  the  uncommon  Beauty  and  State  of  his  Perfon,  even 
to  a  Miracle,  hiii  majeftic  Port,  and  awful  Deportment^ 
in  a  Face  fo  Young,  fo  |luddy,  ^nd  fo  R^dis^nt  i 

^alis  ubi  Ocfoni  ferfufus  JfJiciffr  undd^ 
Siuem  Venus  ante  alios  afirorum  diligit  igne^ 
l^xtulU  OS  facrum  coila^  tenebrafjue  refolyit  ". 

i.  e. 

So  docs  the  Day-ftar  from  the  Ocean  rife. 
Above  ail  Lights,  grateful  to  Feffus^  Eyes  ;  • 
When  he  from  Heaven  darts  his  facred  Light, 
And  diffipates  the  fullen  Shades  of  Night. 

Whoever,  iporppver,  confi4crs  the  Excellency  of  his  Know? 
ledge  and  Capacity,  tjie  Puration  apd  Gfandeuf  of  his  GJoy 
ry,  pure,  clear,  without  Spot  or  Envy  ^  aqd  that,  even  long 
9iter  his  Djsath)  it  wa^  a  religious  Belief,  that  l^is  very  Me- 
dals brqqght:  good  Fortune  tq  a)l  (hat  ca^-ned  them  about 
them  -,  and  that  more  |Cings  and  Princes  haye  writ  his 
Ads,  than  other  Hiftorians  i^ave  written  the  AAs  of  any 
other  King  or  Prince  whatever  5  and  th^t,  to  this  very 
Pay,  the  M^^Jbome/ans^  who  defpife  all  other  Hil^ories,  ad- 
init  of,  and  hpnpur  his  alone,  by  a  fpecial  Privily : 
Whoever,  I  fay,  will  ferioully  cqnfider  ill  thcfe  Particu? 
}jM-s,  will  confefs,  that  I  had  reafon  to  prefer  him  before 
Ciefar  himfeJf,  who  aloqe  cppld  mal^e  n\p  doubtful  in  my 
Choice  :  And  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  there  was  more 
pf  his  own  Condud  in  his  Exploits,  and  more  of  Fortune 
in  thpfe  of  Alexander.  They  were,  in  many  Things,  equal^ 
^nd,  pcradvehture,  Cffar  had  the  Advantage  in  tome  parr 
iticular  Qualities.  They  were  two  Fires,  or  t\^o  I'orrent^ 
to  r^y^gp  tl^e  World  by  fcypra|  W?iys  \'  ' 

Et  veluf  immtffi  diyerjis  partibus  ignes 

Arentem  in  £'lvam,  et  virgulta  fonantia  lauro  z 

Aut  ubi  iedurfu  rafido  de  montibus  altis 

Dant  fonitum  fpumofi  amnes^  et  in  aqucjra  current ^ 

S^ui/que /uum  pppulafus  iter  ^. 

»  ■ 

•  ^neid.  lib.  vui.  v.  589,  i^e.  t  Bjd.  lib.  xiL  v.  ezi,  W^ 
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And  like  to  Fires  in  fev*ral  Parts  apply'd  ;       - 

To  a  dry  Grove  of  crackling  Laurel's  Side  }        ,  >  - 

Or  like  the  Catara£bs  of  foaming  Rillst  - 

To  tumble  headlong  from  the  lofty  Hills^ 

To  haften  to  the  Ocean  ;  even  fo 

They  bear  all  down  before  them  where  they  go. 

But  thd'  Cafar^s  Ambition  was,  in  itfelf,  more  moderate, 
it  was  fo  mifchievous,  having  the  Ruin  of  his  Country, 
^nd  tlie  univerfal  Devaftatioh  of  the  World  for  its  abo** 
minabie  Objedi: ;  that,  all  Things  coUeded  together,  and 
put  into  the  Balance,  I  cannot  but  incline  to  Aleximder'i 
Side. 

The  third  Great  Many  and.  In  my  Opinion,  the  moft  Ex* 
cellentofalljisEpAMiNONDAs:  Of  Glory  he  Epaminondis, 
has  not  near  fo  much  as  the  other  twQ  (which  the  Thirds  and 
alfo  is  but  a  Part  of  the  Subftance  of  the  the  moft  Ex- 
Thing :)  Of  Valour  and  Refolution,  not  of  '«^-  ' 
that  Sort  which  is  pulhed  on  by  Ambition,  but  of  that 
which  Wiidom  and  Reafon  can  plant  in  a  regular  Soul,  he 
had  all  that  could  be  imagined  :  Of  this  Virtue  of  his  he 
has,  in  my  Thoughts,  given  as  ample  Proof,  as  Akxan^ 
der  himfelf,  ordejar :  For,  although  his  military  Exploits 
were  nieither  fo  frequent,  nor  fo  renowned,  they  were. yet, 
if  duly  confidered  in  all  their  Circumftances,  as  important, 
as  vigorous,  and  carried  with  them  as  manifeft  a  Tefti- 
inony  of  Boldnefs,  apd  military  Capacity,  as  thofe  of  any 
whatever. 

The  Greeks  have  done  him  the  Honour,  without  Con- 
tradidlion,  to  pronounce  him  the  ^^^/^  ikfe» 
of  their  Nation -y  and  to  be  the  firft  Man  of  ^q^^ 
Greece  is  eafily  to  be  the  firft  of  the  World. 

■  As  to  his  Knowledge  and  Capacity,  we  have  this  an- 
cient Judgment  of  him,  That  never  an^  Man    „.  «, 
knewfomucbyandfpakefolittleasbe'^i   For   j^^.  "*^' 
he  was  of  the  Pythagorean  Seft :  But, when  he 
did  fpeak,  never  any  Manfpake  better ;  being  an  excellent 
^nd  moft  perfuafive  Orator. 

I^ut,  as  to  his  Manners  and  Confcience,  he  has  vaftly 

furpaflca 

4  putarcb  q{  SocraHt/i  Familiar  Spirit,  €•  23. 
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Hu  Manors.     f^T^^ffcd  all  Mcn  that  ever  undertook  the 

Management  of  Affairs  ;  for  in  this  on€ 
Thing,  which  oueht  chiefly  to  be  confidered,  which  alone 
truly  denotes  us  for  what  we  are,  and  which  alone  I  coun- 
ter-balancc  with  all  the  reft  put  together,  be  comes  not 
Ihort  of  any  Philofophcr  whatever,  not  even  of  Socrates 
himfelf.  Innocency,  in  this  Man,  is  a  Quality,  pcculiar» 
fovereign,  conftant,  uniform,  and  incorruptible  ;  com* 
pared  to  which,  it  appears,  in  Alexander^  lubaltemy  un« 
ceruin,  variable,  effeminate,  and  accidental* 

Antiquity  has  judged,  that,  in  thoroughly  lifting  all 
16/  it^fim-  the  other  great  Captains,  there  is  found,  in 
mtui  and  uni*  every  One,  fome  peculiar  Quality  that  illuf- 
f9rm  yirtui.  tratcs  him.  In  this  Man  qnly  there  is  a  full 
and  equal  Virtue  and  Sufficiency  throughout,  that  leaves 
nothing  to  be  wifhed  for  in  him,  in  all  Offices  of  Hu- 
man Life,  whether  in  private  or  public  Empioyments^ 
either  erf  Peace  or  War,  in  order  ior  Uving  and  dying 
with  Grandeur  and  Glory.  I  do  no^  Iquyw  ^ny  Form  or 
Fortune  of  a  Man  that  I  fo  much  honour  and  )ovt. 
.     ^Xis  true,  that  I  look  upon  his  obftinate  Poverty,  as  it 

«r  r^un^        ^^  ^^^  ^"'  ^V  ^*  ^^  Friends,  a  little  too 
Sp2r^    fcrupulous  and  nice.     And  thi$  is  the  only 

Adbion,  tho*  high  in  itfclf,  and  well  worthy 
of  Admiration,  that  I  find  fo  unpleafant  as  not  tp  defire 
to  imitate  myfclf,  to  the  Degree  it  was  in  him. 
.  Sc^o  jEwilianus^  would  any  attribute  to  him  ai  brave 
5cipioiEmi.  ^"^  magnificent  an  End,  and  as  profound 
banus  the  and  univerfal  a  Knowledge  of  the  Sc^cpces, 
ffjy  one  to  be  is  the  Only  Pcrfon  fit  to  be  put  i«to  the  other 
S*"  Scale  of  the  Balance  :  Oh!  what  a  Mortift- 

cation  has  Time  given  us,  to  deprive  us  of 
the  Sight  of  two  of  the  moft  noble  Lives^  which,  by  the 
common  Confent  of  all  the  World,  one  the  greartft  of 
the  .Greeks^  and  the  other  of  the  Romans^  were  in  all  Pk- 
tarcb !  What  a  Subjea: !  What  a  Workman  ! 
-  For  a  lylan  that  was  no  Saint,  but,  as  we  f^y^  a  gal« 
The  Figure  lant  Man,  of  civil  and  ordinary  Manners, 
which  Aid-  and  of  a  moderate  Eminence,  the  richeft  Life 
blades  m^c.     ^^^t  I  know,  md  fuU  of  thc  moft  valuable 

.1  and 
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and  defirable  Qualities,  .all  Things  confidered^  is,  in  my 
Opinion,  that  ol^cibiades.    . 

But,  as  to  EpamnondaSj  I  will  here,  for  the  Example  of 
an  excelEve  Goodnds,  add  fome  of  hts  Qpi-  Hkmatniy,  &c 
nions.    He  declared,  ^  That  the  greatefl  Sa-   tf  Epaminon- 

*  tisfaftion  he  ever  had  in  bis  nvihole  Life,  ^^ 

<  was,  the  Pkafore  he  gave  his  Father  and  Moiber  by 
^  his  Viftoqr  at  Leu&ra  ' ; '  wherein  his  -Ceimplai&iice  is 
great,  preferring  their  Pieafupc  befoine  his  owo^  lb  jvil, 
and  lo  full  of  to  glorious  an  iVdtion : '  He  did  not  think  it 
lawful  to  kill  any  Man  for  naCrime,  even  tho*  it  wene  to 
reftore  the  Ui^erty  of  Jhis  Country  ' :  Which  made  hkn 
fy  cool  in  the  Enterprife  of  bis  Con^anion  Pelcpiths  for 
the  Relief  of  9^tes.    He  was  Bito  of  Opinion,  *  That 

*  Men  in  Battle  ought  to  aroid  attacking  a  Friend  t;hat 
'  was  on  the  contrary  Side,  and  tof  ^re  liim '/  And  his 
Humanity,  even  towards  his  En^fsaics  themfelves,  having 
rendered  iiim  fti^)e£bed  to  the  ^^fidam ;  for  that,  after  he 
had  miraculottfly  forced  the  Laccd^nMmam  to  open  to  hin^ 
the  Pa6,  which  chey  had  undertaken  to  deioid  at  the  £n« 
trance  of  the  Morcay  near  CmtUbi  .he  conteoted  himfelf 
with  having  charged  thro*  them,  without  purfuing  them 
to  the  ofittoft :  ror  this  he  had  his  Com/niilion  of  Gene-* 
ral  taken  from  him,  which  was  very  honourable  for  fucH 
an  AccxHint,  and  for  the  Shame  it  was  to  them,  upon  Ne- 
ceffity^  afterwards  to  reftore  him  to  his  Command,  and  to 
own  how  much  depended  their  Safety  and  Honour  upoq 
him  :  Vidory,  like  a  Shadow,  attending  him  wherever  he 
went ;  and,  indeed,  the  Profperity  of  his  Country^  as  be-f 
ing  ftt)m  hkx)  derived,  died  with  hixp  ""^ 

.  ^  Tltitareh\niktlA{to{CoriolaHmfC.z.  And.in hxsTreatiie,  to piovc;| 
fhat  there  can  be  no  merry  Life,  according  Id  E/kuna* 

*  Plutarch  o{  Socra/es^a  Daemon,  c.  4. 

*  idem,  ibid.  c.  17. 
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CHAP.    XXXVII. 

Of  the  Refemblance  of  Children  to  their  Fathers. 

IN  compounding  this  Farrago  of  fo  many  different 
Pieces,  I  never  fct  Pen  to  Paper,  but  when  1  have  too 
much  idle  Time,  and  never  any  where  but  at  home  5  fo 
that  it  is  the  Work  of  ieveral  Paufes  and  Intervals,  as 
Occafions  keep  me  fomecimes  many  Months  abroad.  As 
to  the  reft,  I  never  correft  my  firft  by  any  fecond  Con- 
ceptions ;  I  peradventure  may  alter  a  Word  or  fo,  but 
'tis  only  to  vary  the  Phrafe,  and  not  to  cancel  my  Mean* 
ing :  I  have  a  mind  to  repiefent  the  Progrefs  of  my  Hu* 
mours,  that  every  Piece,  as  it  comes  from  the  Brain,  may 
be  feen  :  I  could  wilh  I  had  begun  fooner,  and  taken  No« 
lice  of  the  Courfe  of  my  Mutations.  A  &rvant  of  minc^ 
that  I  imployed  to  tranfcribe  for  me,  thought  he  had  got 
a  Prize  by  Aealing  feveral  Pieces  from  me,  which  beft 
pleafed  his  Fancy ;  but  it  is  my  Comfort,  that  he  will 
be  no  greater  a  Gainer,  than  I  fhall  be  a  Lofer  by  the 
Theft. 

I  am  grown  older,  by  feven  or  eight  Years,  fiooe  I  be- 
Montaignc*/  6***  ^  neither  has  it  been  without  fome  new 
Patience  in  the  Accjuifition  :  I  havc,  in  that  Time,  been  ac- 
Difetife  ivbicb  quaintcd  with  the  Cholic,  and  21  long  Courfe 
^reade^        of  YeoTS  hardly  wears  oflF  without  fomc  fuch 

Inconvenience.  I  could  have  been  glad,  that, 
of  other. Infirmities  Age  has  to  prefent  long-lived  Men, 
it  had  chofen  fome  one  that  would  have  been  more  wel- 
come to  me,  for  it  could  not  poflibly  have  laid  upon  me 
a  Difeafe,  for  which,  even  from  my  Infancy,  I  havc  had 
a  greater  Horror  -,  and  it  is,  in  Truth,  of  all  the  Acci^* 
dents  of  Old-age,  the  very  Diftemper  of  which  I  have 
ever  been  mod  afraid.  I  have  often  thought  with  myfelf, 
that  I  went  on  too  far,  and  that,  in  fo  long  a  Voyage,  I 
fhould  infallibly,  at  laft,  meet  with  fome  fcurvy  Shock  ; 
I  perceived,  and  oft  enough  declared,  that  it  was  Tinne 
to  knock  off,  and  that  Life  was  to  be  cut  to  the  Quick, 
according  to  the  Surgeons  Rule  in  the  Amputation  of  a 

5  l<i«nl>  \ 
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Limb  5  and  that  Nature  ufually  made  him  pay  very  dear 
Intereft,  who  did  not,  in  due  Time,  reftore  the  Principal : 
And  yet  I  was  fo  far  from  being  then  ready,  that  in  eigh- 
teen Months  Time,  or  thereabouts,,  that  1  hay^  been  in 
this  uneafy  Condition,  I  have  inured  myfelf  to  it,  I  have 
compounded  with  this  Cholic,  and  have  found  therein  to 
comfort  myfelf,  and  to  hope  :  So  much  are  Men  enflaved 
to  their  miferable  Being,  that  there  is  no  Condition  fo 
wretched  that  they  will  not  accept^  for  preferving  it^  ac^ 
cording  to  that  oxMec^nas. 

Debilem  facito  manu^ 
Debikm  fede^  coxd^ 
Jjubricos  quate  denies : 
Vita  dum  fuperefty  bene  eji  \ 

i.  9. 

Maim  both  my  Hands  and  Feet,  break  Legs  snd* 

Thighs, 
Knock  out  my  Teeth,  and  bore  out  both  my  Eyes 
Let  me  but  live,  all's  well  enough,  he  cries. 

And  Tamerlane^  with  a  foolifh  Humanity,  palliated  the 
fantaftic  Cruelty  he  exercifed  upon  Lepers,  when  he  put 
all  he  could  hear  of  to  Death,  by  pretending  to  deliver 
them  from  a  painful  Life :  For  there  was  not  one  of  them 
who  would  not  rather  have  undergone  a  triple  Leprofy, 
than  to  be  deprived  of  their  Being.  And  Antifibenes^  the 
Ztok  \  bein^  very  lick  ;  and  crying  out,  ^  Who  wil[  de^ 

*  liver  me  from  thefe  Evils  ? '  Diogenes^  who  was  come  to 
vifit  him,  *  This,  faidbeyprefeming  bim  a  Knife ^  prefently, 

•  if  thou  wilt :'  *  I  do  not  fay,  fiiom  my  Lire,  be  replied^ 
^  but  from  my  Difeaie '.'  The  Sufferings  that  onljr  attack 
the  Mind,  I  am  not  fo  fenfible  of,  as  moil  other  Men,  and 
that  partly  out  of  Judgment :  For  the  World  looks  upoa 
feveral  Things  as  dreadful,  or  to  be  avoided  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  Lirc,  that  are  almoft  indijferent  to  me  ;  partly 
thro*  a  ftupid  and  infenfible  Complexion  I  have  in  Accidents 
which  do  not  hit  me  point-blank  y  and  that  Infeniibility  I 

look 

'  Seniec.  Epift.  toi. 

y  Or  rather,  the  Cymc^  of  which  Scft  he  was  the  Head,  tho^,  in  the  mafn, 
{here's  no  great  Difference  betwixt  the  two  Sedts,  as  to  their  I)odrine» 
*  Diog,  LatrtiuiUxttxtlafcofj^ntsflhtm,  Ub.  v.  fed.  |9,  19. 
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look  upon  as  one  of  the  beft  Parts  of  my  natural  Confti- 
tution  ;  but  cffential  and  corporeal  Sufierings  I  am  rcry 
fenfible  t)f :  And  yet  having,  long  fince,  fbrefecn  them, 
though  with  a  Sight  weak  and  delicate,  and  fbftened  with 
the  long  and  happy  Health  and  Quiet  that  God  has  been 
pl^afed  to  give  me  the  greateft  Part  of  my  Time,  I  had, 
in  my  Imagination,  fancied  th(im  fo  infupportable,  that, 
in  truth,  I  was  more  afraid  than  I  have  fince  found  I  had 
Caufe  •,  by  which  I  am  ilill  more  fortified  in  this  Belief,' 
that  moft  of  the  Faculties  of  the  Soul,  as  we  imploy' 
them,  more  diflurb  the  Repofe  of  Lifs,  than  any  way 
promote  it. 

I  am  in  Confli£l:  with  the  worft,  the  moft  fudden,  the 
7b€  Stone-  ^^^  painful,  the  moft  mortal^  and  the  moft 
CbJic  the  mofi  incurable  of  all  Difeafes  :  I  have  already  had 
f^tJo/aU  five  or  fuc  very  long  and  painful  Fits,  a^nd 
Dijiofu.  ygj  J  gjjj^gj.  flatter  myfelft  or  there  is  even, 

in  this  Eftate,  what  is  very  well  to  be  endured  by  a  Man 
who  has  his  Soul  free  from  the  Fear  of  Death,  and  from 
the  Menaces,  Conclufions,  and  Confequences,  which  we 
are  alarmed  with  by  Phyfic,  But  the  Effcft  of  the  Pain 
iticlf  is  not  i(i  very  acute  and  intolerable  as  to  drive  a  fo- 
lid  Man  into  Fury  and  Defpair.  I  have,  at  leaft,  this 
Advantage  by  my  Cholic,  that  what  I  could  not  hitherto 
wholly  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  refolve  ubon,  as  to  recon- 
ciling and  acquainting  myfelf  with  Death,  it  will  perfect ; 
for,  the  more  it  preiles  upon  and  importunes  me,  I  (hall 
be  i6  much  the  lefs  afraid  to  die.  I  have  already  gone  fo 
far  as  Only  to  love  Life  for  Life's  fake,  but  my  Pain  will 
alfo  diflblvc  this  Correfpondcnce  ;  and  God  grant,  that, 
in  the  EAd,  (hould  the  Sharpnefs  of  it  prove  greater  than 
I  (hall  be  able  to  bear,  it  may  not  throw  me  into  the  other 
not  lefs  vicious  Extreme,  to  defire  and  wifh  to  die. 

Summum  nee  metuas  diem^  nee  optes  \ 

i.  e. 
Neither  to  wilh,  nor  fear  to  die. 

They  are  two  Palfions  to  be  feared,  but  the  one  has  its 
Ricmedy  much  nearer  at  hand  than  the  other.     As  to  the 

itftj 

*  Mart.  lib.  x.  Epig.  47.  v.  ulc 


reft,  I  have  always  found  the  Precept,  which  Ctm^amt  tnaj 
fo  ftrt^ly  enjoins  a  conftant  good  Counter  fndy  U  /». 
nance,  and  a  difdainful  and  lerene  Comport-  ^^l^^  ?•  ^' 
mcnt  in  the  Toleration  of  Pain^  to  be  mere-  ^I'^'y'f^^^ 
ly  ceremonial.  Why  Ihould  Philofophy,  which  only  has 
refpe£t  to  Life  and  its  EfFe^,  trouble  itfelf  about  thefe 
external  Appearances  ?  Let  it  leave  that  Care  to  Stage- 
players,  and  Mafters  of  Rhetoric,  ic^  much  pradtifed  in 
our  Geflures.  Let  it,  in  God's  Name,  allow  this  vocal 
Frailty,  if  it  be  neither  cordial  nor  ftomachical,  to  the 
Difeafe  \  and  permit  the  ordmary  Ways  of  expreffing  Grief 
by  Sighs,  Sobs,  Palpitations,  and  turning  pale,  that  Na- 
ture has  put  out  of  our  Power  to  hinder :  And  provided 
the  Courage  be  undaunted,  and  the  ExprefTions  not  found* 
ing  of  Defpair,  let  it  be  fatisfied :  What  matters  k  though 
we  wring  our  Hands,  if  we  do  not  wring  our  Thoughts  ? 
Philofophy  forms  us  for  ourfelves,  not  for  others  \  to  be^ 
not  to  feem  :  Let  it  be  fatisfied  with  governing  our  Un- 
derftandings,  which  it  has  taken  the  Care  of  inltruding  ; 
that,  in  the  Fury  of  the  Cholic,  it  may  maintain  the. 
Soul  in  a  Condition  to  examine  itfelf,  and  to  follow  its 
accuftomed  Way  :  Contending  with,  and  fupporting,  not 
meanly  crouching  under  the  Pain  ;  moved  and  heated  by 
the  Struggle,  iiot  deje£ted  and  demolilhed,  but  capable  of 
Converfation^  and  other  Amufements,  to  a  certain  De- 
gree. In  Accidents  fo  extreme^  'tis  Cruelty  to  require  of 
us  a  Frame  fo  very  compoled  :  'Tis  no  great  Matter  whac 
Faces  we  make,  if  we  find  any  £aie  by  it :  If  the  Body 
find  itfelf  relieved  Jby  complaining,  well  and  good :  I£ 
Agitation  ea(es  it,  Ut  U  tumble  and  tofs  at  Pleafure ;  if  it 
finds  the  Difeafe  evaporate  (as  fome  Phyficiaos  hold,  that 
it  helps  Women  in  Delivery)  by  crying  out  extremely,  or 
if  itamufes  its  Torment,  let  it  roar  alcud:.  Let  us  not 
command  the  Voice  to  fally,  but  permit  it.  Epicurus^ 
does  not  only  forgive  his  Wife  Man  for  crying  out  in  Tor-' 
ments,  but  advifes  him  to  it.  Pugiles  etiam  quum  feriunP 
adverfariuiHi  in  jaOahdis  Cdftibus  ingemifcunt^  quia  profun^ 
denda  voce  omne  corpus  int^nJ&tury  vemtque  plaga  vehement 
tior  \    *  When  Men  fight  with  Clubs,  they  groan  in  lay- 

!  ing 

^  Clc  Tufc  lib.  ii.  c  23, 
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*  ing  on,  becaule  all  the  Strength  of  the  Body  is  exerted 

*  with  the  Voice,  and  the  Blow  is  laid  on  with  greater 

*  Force.'  We  have  enough  to  do  to  deal  with  the  Dif- 
eafe,  without  troubling  ourfelves  with  thefe  fuperfluous 
Rules. 

I  fay  this  in  Excufe  of  thofe  whom  we  ordinarily  fee  im- 
Montaiene  patient  in  the  Aflautts  and  Shocks  of  this  Infir- 
iift  bis  Tfm-  mity  ;  for  as  to  myfelf,  I  have  paffed  it  over, 
fir  in  the  hichcrto,  with  a  licile  better  Countenance,  and 
^gbi  i^hts  contented  myfelf  with  grunting,  without  roar- 
ing out :  Not,  however,  that  I  put  any  great 
Talk  upon  myfeif  to  maintain  this  exterior  Decency,  for  I 
make  little  Account  of  fuch  an  Advantage  :  I  allow  herein 
as  much  as  the  Pain  requires,  but  either  my  Pains  are  not  (b 
cxcefiive,  or  I  have  more  than  ordinary  Refolution  to  fup- 
port  them  :  I  complain,  and  fret,  in  a  very  Iharp  Fit,  but 
not  to  fuch  a  Degree  of  Defpair,  as  he  who  with 

Ejulatii,  queftui  gemitu,  frem'itibus 
Refenando  muUum  fiebites  voces  rtfert  ". 

i.  e. 
Howling,  Roaring,  and  a  thoufand  Groans 
Exprefs'd  his  Torment  in  moft  difmal  Tones. 

1  found  myfelf  in  the  worft  of  my  Fits,  and  have  always 
found,  that  1  was  in  a  Capacity  to  fpeak,  think,  and  give 
as  rational  an  Anfwer  as  at  any  other  Time,  but  not  with 
fuch  Steadincfs,  being  troubled  and  interrupted  by  the 
Pain.  When  I  am  looked  upon,  by  my  Vifiters,  to  be 
almoft  fpent,  and  that  they  thertfore  forbear  to  talk,  I  oft 
try  my  own  Strength,  and  broach  fome  Difcourfe  myfelf, 
on  Subjects  the  moft  remote  I  can  contrive  from  my  pre- 
fent  Condition  :  I  can  do  any  Thing  by  a  fudden  Effort, 
but  not  to  hold  long.  What  Pity  'tis  I  have  not  the  Fa- 
culty of  that  Dreamer  in  Cicero  \   '  who,  dreaming  he  was 

*  lying  with  a  Wtnch,  found  he  had  difcharged  his  Stone 

*  in  the  Sheers  ! '  My  Pains  do  (trangely  take  off"  my  Ap- 
petite that  way.  In  the  Intervals  from  this  exceflive  Tor- 
ment, when  my  Ureters  languifh  without  gnawing,  I  pre- 
fcntly  recover  my  wonted  State,  forafmuch  as  my  Soul 

takes 

'  Cic.  TiiCc.  lib.  ii.  c  (4. 
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takes  no  other  Alarm  but  what  is  fenfible  and  corporeal^ 
which  I  certainly  owe  to  the  Care  I  have  had  of  prcpir- 
ing  myfelf,  by  Reafon,  againft  fuch  Accidents*     '      -:  *^ 

■  laborum  ^ .  t 

Nulla  mibi  nova  nunc  fades  inopinaque  furgit^ 
Omnia  pracepi^  atque  animo,  mecum  ante  peregi  ^^ 

i.  e. 

No  Face  of  Pain  or  Labour,   now  can  rife. 
Which  by  its  Novelty  can  me  furprife ; 
I've  been  accuftom'd  all  Things  to  explore. 
And  been  inur'd  unto  them  long  before. 

I  am  a  little  roughly  handled  for  a  Learner,  and,  with  a 
fudden  and  fharp  Alteration,  being  fallen,  in  an  Inftant, 
from  a  very  eafy  and  happy  Condition  of  Life,  into  the 
moft  uncafy  and  painful  that  can  be  imagined  :  For,  be- 
fides  that  it  is  a  Difeafe  very  much  to  be  feared  in  itfelf, 
it  begins  with  me  after  a  more  fharp  and  fevcre  Manner 
than  it  ufed  to  do :  My  Fits  come  fo  thick  upon  me, 
that  I  am  fcarce  ever  in  Health  5  and  yet  I  have  hitherto 
kept  my  Mind  in  fuch  a  Frame,  that,  provided  I  can  c6n- 
tinue  it,  I  find  myfelf  in  a  much  better  Condition  of  Life 
than  a  thoufand  others,  who  have  no  Fever,  nor  other  Dif- 
eafe but  what  they  create  to  themfelves  for  Want  of  Rea- 
foning. 

There  is  a  certain  Sort  of  crafty  Humility  that  fprings 
from  Prcfumption ;  as  this,  for  Example,  that   j  ^^,^1,1^ 
we  confels  our  Ignorance  m  many  Tmngs,    thatpaffesto 
and  are  fo  courteous  as  to  acknowledge,  that    Children,  from 
there  are,  in  the  Works  of  Nature,  fome  Qua-    Gran^atber^ 
lities  and  Conditions  that  are  imperceptible    GranJfhthers 
by  us,  and  of  which  our  Underftanding  can-    as  ^we/I  as  Fa-^ 
not  difcover  the  Means  and  Caufes  :  By  this    '^^^• 
honeft  Declaration  we  hope  to  obtain,  that  People  (hall 
alfo  believe  us  in  thofe  that  we  fay  we  do  underftand.  Wc 
need  not  trouble  ourfelves  to  feek  Miracles  and  ftrange 
Difficulties  -,  methinks  there  are  Wonders  fo  incomprehen- 
fible  amongft  the  Things  that  we  ordinarily  fee,  as  fur- 
pafs  all  Difficulties  of  Miracles.  What  a  wonderful  Thing 

Vol.  II.  P  p  it 
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it  is,  that  the  Drop  of  Seed  from  which  we  are  produced, 
fliould  carry  in  itfelf  the  Impreffion  not  only  or^the  bodi- 
ly Form,  but  even  of  the  Thoughts  and  Inclinations  of 
our  Fathers  ?  Where  can  that  Drop  of  fluid  Matter  con- 
tain that  infinite  Number  of  Forms  ?  And  how  do  they 
carry  on  thefe  Refemblances  with  fb  precipitant  and  ir- 
regular a  Progrefs,  that  the  Grandfon  fhall  be  like  his 
Great  Grandfather,  the  Nephew  like  his  Uncle  ?  In  the 
Family  of  Lepidus  at  Rome^  '  there  were  three,  not  fuccej- 

*  fively^  but  by  Intervals^  that  were  born  with  one  and  the 

*  fame  Eye  covered  with  a  Web  *.*  At  Thebes j  *  there 
«  was  a  Race  that  carried,  from  their  Mothers  Womb, 

*  the  Mark  of  the  Spear  of  a  Lance,'  and  who  was  riot 
born  fo,  was  looked  upon  as  illegitimate  ^  And  AriJiQtk 
fays,  *  That,  in  a  certain  Nation,  where  the  Women  were 

*  in  common,  they  affigned  the  Children  to  their  Fathers 

*  by  their  Refemblance.* 

*Tis  to  be  believed,  that  I  derive  this  Infirmity  from 
The  Author's  ^  Father,  for  he  died  wonderfully  torment- 
Fiuber  affiia-  -  ed  with  a  great  Stone  in  his  Bladder  •,  he  was 
iJ  With  tbt  never  fenfible  of  his  Difeafc  till  the  fixty-fe- 
Stone.  venth  Year  of  his  Age,  and,  before  that,  had 

never  felt  any  Symptoms  of  it,  either  in  his  Reins,  Sides, 
or  any  other  Part ;  and  had  lived,  till  then,  in  a  happy 
State  of  Health,  little  fubjeft  to  Infirmities,  and,  having 
lived  feven  Years  in  this  Difeafe,  died  a  very  painfiS 
Death.  I  was  born  above  twenty-five  Years  before  this 
Diilemper  feized  him,  and  in  his  moft  healthful  State  of 
Body,  was  his  third  Child  in  Order  of  Birth  :  Where 
could  his  Propenfion  to  this  Malady  lurk  all  that  while  ? 
And,  he  himfelf  being  fo  far  from  the  Infirmity  at  my 
Birth,  how  could  that  fmall  Part  of  his  Subftance,  w 
which  I  was  compofed,  carry  away  fo  great  an  Imprei&oa 
of  its  Share  ?  And  how  was  it  fo  concealed,  that,  till  for- 
ty-five Years  after,  I  did  not  begin  to  be  fenfible  of  it  ? 
being  the  only  one,  to  this  Hour,  amongft  fo  many  Bro- 
thers and  Sifters,  and  all  of  one  Mother,  that  was  ever 

troubled 

*  Plin.  lib.  vii.  of  his  Nat.  Hill.  c.  1 2. 

'  Plutarch  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Perfbns  who(e  PunKhment  is  delayed  hf 
God,  c  19.  oi  Amyo^i  Tranflation ;  but  he  does  not  fay,  that  tbofe  of  tlui 
Race,  who  had  not  U:vis  Mark,  as  fome  had  not,  were  deemed  illcgidxniSB. 
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troubled  with  it.  He  that  can  fatisfy  me  in  this  Point,  I 
will  believe  him  in  as  many  other  Miracles  as  he  pleafes  j 
always  provided,  that,  as  the  Manner  is,  he  does  not  give 
me  a  Doftrine  much  more  intricate  and  fant^ftic  than  the 
Thing  itfelf,  for  current  Pay. 

Let  the  Phyficians  a  little  excufe  the  Liberty  I  take ; 
for  by  this  fame  Infufion,  and  fatal  Infinua- 
tion,  it  is,  that  I  have  received  a  Hatred  and    ofPh^^ 
Contempt  of  their  Doftrine.    The  Antipathy 
I  have  againft  their  Art  is  hereditary  to  me.     My  Father 
lived  feventy-four  Years,  my  Grandfather  fixty-nine,  my 
Great  Grandfather  almoft  fourfcore  Ye^rs,  without  ever 
rafting  any  fort  of  Phyfic  j  and,  with  them,  whatever  was 
not  ordinary  Diet,  was  inftead  of  a  Drug.     Phyfic  is 
grounded  upon  Experience  and  Examples,  fo  is  my  Opi- 
nion :  And  is  not  this  an  exprefs  and  very  advantageous 
Experience  ?  I  do  not  know  that  they  can  find  me,  in  all 
their  Records,  three  that  were  born,  bred,  and  died  under 
the  fame  Roof,  who  have  lived  fo  long  by  their  own  Con- 
duft.    It  muft  here,  of  Neceflity,  be  confefled,  *  that,  if 
*  Reafon  be  not.  Fortune  at  leaft  is  on  my  Side,*    and 
with  Phyficians,  Fortune  goes  a  great  deal  further  thaa 
Reafon  ;  let  them  not  take  me  now  at  this  Difadvantage  ; 
let  them  not  threaten  me  in  the  demolifiied  Condition  I 
now  am,  foi"  that  were  foul  Play  :  And,  to  fay  Truth,  I 
have  got  fo  much  the  better  of  them  by  thefe  domeftie 
Examples,  that  they  fiiould  reft  fatisfied.  Human  Things 
are  not  ufually  fo  conftant  *,   it  has  been  two  hundred 
Years,  fave  eighteen,  that  this  Trial  has  lafted,  in  our 
Family,  for  the  firft  of  them  was  born  in  the  Year  1402. 
'Tis  now,  indeed,  very  good  Reafon,  that  this  Experience 
Ihould  begin  to  fail  us :  Let  them  not  therefore  reproach 
me  with  the  Infirmities  under  which  I  now  fufi^er ;  is  it 
not  enough,  for  my  Part,  that  I  have  lived  forty-feven 
Years  in  perfcdt  Health  ?  Though  it  ftiould  be  the  End 
of  my  Career,  'tis  of  the  longer  fort. 

My  Anccftors  had  an  Averfion  to  Phyfic  by  fome  fecret 
and  natural  Inftinft,  for  the  very  Sight  of  a   The /am  Cw^ 
Potion  was  loathfome  to  my  Father.    The   tempt  of  it  hy 
Siignetir  dc  Gaviac^  my  Uncle  by  the  Father's   ^^  Ameftors. 

P  p  2  Side, 
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Side,  a  Churchman,  and  a  Valetudinarian  from  his  Birth, 
and  yet  one  who  made  that  crazy  Life  to  hold  out  to  fixty- 
fcvcn  Years  •,  being  once  fallen  into  a  violent  Fever,  it 
was  ordered,  by  the  Phyficians,  he  fhould  be  plainly  told, 
«  That  if  he  would  not  make  ufe  of  Help  (for  fo  they  call 
*  that  which  is  very  often  a  Hindrance)  he  would  infallibly 
«  be  a  dead  Man/  The  good  Man,  tho*  terrified  with  this 
direadful  Sentence,  yet  replied,  *  I  am  then  a  dead  Man.' 
But  God,  foon  after,  proved  the  Prognoftic  falfe.  The 
youngeft  of  the  Brothers,  which  were  four,  and  by  many 
Years  the  youngeft,  the  Sieur  de  Buffaget^  was  the  only 
Man  of  the  Family  that  made  ufe  of  Medicine,  by  reafon, 
I  fuppofe,  of  the  Commerce  he  had  with  the  other  Arts, 
for  he  was  a  Counfellor  in  the  Court  of  Parliament,  and  it 
fucceeded  fo  ill  with  him,  that,  being,  in  outward  Appear- 
ance, of  the  ftrongeft  Conftitution,  he  yet  died  before  any 
of  the  reft,  the  Sieur  St.  Michel  only  excepted. 

*Tis  poilible  I  may  have  derived  this  natural  Antipathy 
Ws  Reafon  for  to  Phyfic  from  them ;  but,  had  there  been  no 
making  fo  'very  other  Confidcration  in  the  Cafe,  I  would  have 
light  ofPbjific.  endeavoured  to  have  overcome  it :  For  all 
Conditions  that  ft>ring  in  us  without  Reafon,  are  vicious, 
and  is  a  kind  of  Difeafe  that  we  are  to  wreftle  with :  It 
may  be  I  had  naturally  this  Propenfion,  but  I  have  fup- 
ported  and  fortified  it  by  Arguments  apd  Reafons,  which 
have  eftablifticd  in  me  the  Opinion  I  have  of  it :  For  I  alfo 
hate  the  Confideration  of  refufing  Phyfic  for  the  naufeous 
Tafte :  I  fliould  hardly  be  of  their  Humour,  who  find 
Health  worth  purchafing  by  all  the  moft  painful  Cauteries 
andlncifions  that  can  be  applied  :  And,  according  to  Eft- 
curusy  I  conceive,    *  That  Pleafures  are  to  be  avoided,  if 

♦  greater  Pains  be  the  Confequence  ;  and  Pains  to  be  co- 

•  veted,  that  will  terminate  in  greater  Pleafures/  Health 
is  a  precious  Thing,  and  the  only  one,  in  Truth,  merit- 
ing that  a  Man  (hould  lay  out,  not  only  his  Time,  Sweat, 
Labour,  and  Goods,  but  alfo  his  .Life  itfelf  to  obtain  it, 
forafmuch  as,  without  it.  Life  is  a  Bunden  to  us.  Plca- 
fure,  Wifdom,  Learning,  and  Virtue,  without  it,  wither 
and  vanifti  •,  and  to  the  moft  laboured  and  folid  Difcourfes, 
that  Philofophy  would  imprint  in  us  to  the  contrary,  we 

>  need 
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need  no  more  but  oppofe  the  Idea  of  Plato,  being  ftruck 
with  an  Epilepfy  or  Apoplexy ;  and,  in  this  Prefuppofi- 
tion,  to  defy  him  to  call  the  rich  Faculties  of  his  Soul  to 
his  Affiftance  :    AH  Means  that  conduce  to  Health  I  can 
neither  think  painful,  nor  dear  :   But  I  have  fome  other 
Appearances  that  make  me  ftrangely  fufpeft  all  this  Mer- 
chandife  :  I  do  not  deny  but  there  may  be  fome  Art  in  it, 
and  that  there  are  not,  amongft  fo  many  Works  of  Na- 
ture, fome  Things  proper  for  the  Prefervation  of  Health, 
that  is  moft  certain ;  I  very  well  know,  that  there  arc 
fome  Simples  that  moiften,  and  others  that  dry  ;  I  expe- 
rimentally know,   that  Radifhes  are  windy,  and  Senna 
JLeaves  laxative ;  and  feveral  other  fuch  Experiences  I 
have,  which  I  am  as  fure  of,  as  I  am  that  Mutton  nou- 
riflies,  and  Wine  warms  me  :  And  Solon  would  fay,  That 
Eating  was,  like  other  Drugs,  Thjfic  againft  the  Difeafe  of 
Hunger.    I  do  not  difapprove  the  Ufe  we  make  of  Things 
the  Earth  produces,  nor  doubt,  in  the  leaft,  of  the  Power 
and  Fertility  of  Nature,  and  difapprove  not  the  Applica- 
tion of  what  fhe  affords  to  our  Neceflities  :  I  very  well 
fee  that  Pikes  and  Swallows  thrive  by  its  Laws ;  but  I 
miftruft  the  Inventions  of  our  Wit,  Knowledge,  and  Art; 
to  countenance  which,  we  have  abandoned  Nature  and 
her  Rules,  and  wherein  we  keep  no  Bounds  nor  Modera- 
tion.   As  we  call  the  Modification  of  the  firft  Laws,  that 
fall  into  our  Hands,  Juftice,  and  their  Pradice  and  Dif- 
penfation  often  very  foolifh  and  very  unjuft;    And  as 
thofe  who  feoff  at,  and  accufe  it,  do  not  mean,  neverthe- 
lefs,  to  wrong  that  noble  Virtue,  but  only  condemn  the 
Abufe  and  Profanation  of  that  facred  Title  ;  fo,  in  Phylic, 
I  very  much  honour  that  glorious  Name,  and  the  End  it 
is  ftudied  for,  and  what  it  promifes  to  the  Service  of  Man- 
kind, but  its  Prefcriptions  I  neither  honour  nor  efteem. 

In  the  firft  Place,  Experience  makes  me  dread  it ;  for, 
amongft  all  qf  my  Acquaintance,  I  fee  no  Experience  not 
Race  of  People  fo  foon  fick,  and  fo  long  be-  'very  fa^voura- 
fore  they  are  wejl,  as  thofe  who  are  Slaves  to  ^^toMedidne. 
Phyfic.  Their  very  Health  is  altered  and  corrupted  by 
the  Regimen  they  are  conftrained  to,  Phyficians  are  not 
content  to  deal  only  with  the  Sick,  but  they  change  Health 

P  p  3  inta 
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into  Sickncfs,  for  fear  Men  (hould,  at  any  Time,  efcape 
their  Authority.  Do  they  not,  from  a  continual  and  pcrfeft 
Health,  infer  an  Argument  of  fome  great  Sicknefs  to  cn- 
fue  ?  I  have  been  fick  often  enough,  and  have,  without 
their  Aid,  found  my  Maladies  as  eafy  to  be  fupported 
(tho*  I  have  made  trial  of  almoft  all  forts)  and  as  fhorc, 
as  thofe  of  any  other,  without  fwallowing  their  naufeous 
Dofes.  The  Health  I  have  is  full  and  free,  without  other 
Rule  or  Difcipline  than  my  own  Cuftom  and  Pleafure : 
Every  Place  fcrvcs  me  well  enough  to  ftay  in,  for  I  need 
no  other  Conveniences  when  I  am  fick,  than  what  I  muft 
have  when  I  am  well :  I  never  difturb  myfelf  that  I  have 
no  Phyfician,  no  Apothecary,  nor  any  other  Afliftance, 
which  I  fee  moft  Men  more  afflidked  at,  than  they  are  with 
their  Difeafe  !  What,  do  the  Phyficians  themfelves,  by  the 
Felicity  and  Duration  of  their  own  Lives,  convince  us  of 
the  apparent  EfFed  of  their  Skill  ? 

There  is  not  a  Nation  in  the  World  that  has  not  been 
Th^fic  un-  many  Ages  without  Phyfic  \  and  the  firft 
hown  to  many  Agcs,  that  IS  to  fay,  the  beft  and  moft  hap* 
Kations.  py^  knew  no  fuch  Thing  -,  and  the  tenth  Part 

of  the  World  knows  nothing  of  it  to  this  Day.  Several 
Nations  are  ignorant  of  it,  where  Men  live  more  health^ 
ful  and  longer  than  we  do  here,  and  even,  amongft  us, 
the  common  People  live  happily  without  it.  The  Romans 
were  *  fix  hundred  Years  berore  they  received  it ;  and,  af- 
ter having  made  trial  of  it,  baniihed  it  frotn  their  City, 
at  the  Inflance  of  Cato  the  Cenfor^  who  made  it  appear, 
how  eafy  it  was  to  live  without  it,  having  himfelf  lived 
fourfcore  and  five  Years  ^  %  and  kept  his  Wife  alive  to  an 
extreme  Old-age,  not  without  Phyfic,  but  without  a  Phy^ 
fician  J  for  every  Thing  that  we  find  healthful  to  Life, 

may 

%  Mtmtaigne  might  very  well  aflbre  us,  upon  the  Aathority  of  Pliny^  lib.  29, 
C.  I ,  That  the  Homans  did  not  admit  of  Phyfic  till  600  Years  after  the  Eooni 
dation  of  Rome ;  and  that,  after  they  had  inade  trial  of  the  Art,  they  con- 
demned and  baniihed  the  Phyficians  from  dieir  City ;  but,  as  to  his  Addi- 
tion, that  they  were  expelled  at  the  Inftance  of  Cato  the  Cenfrr^  Fliwy  is  fo 
far  from  authoring  it,  that  he  exprefsly  fays  the  Romans  did  not  banHh  the 
Phyficians  from  their  City  till  long  after  the  Death  of  Cato.  Several  mo- 
dern Writers  have  fallen  into  the  fame  Error  as  Montaigne^  as  may  b^  f^W 
in  Bayle'%  Diftionary,  under  the  Article  Fun^^  in  the  Note  |f  • 
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may  be  called  Phyfic.  He  kept  his  Family  in  Health, 
as  Plutarch  fays,  if  I  miftake  not,  with  Hare's  Milk  5  as 
Pliny  *  reports,  that  the  Arcadians  ^  cured  all  manner  of 
Difeafes  with  that  of  a  Cow  ;  and  Herodotus  ^  fays,  '  The 

*  Lybians  generally  enjoy  a  rare  Health,  by  a  Cuftom  they 

*  have,  after  their  Children  are  arrived  to  four  Years  of 

*  Age,  to  burn  and  cauterife  the  Veins  of  their  Head  and 

*  Temples,  by  which  Means  they  cut  off  all  Defluxions 

*  of  Rheums  for  their  whole  Lives  "/  And  the  Country 
People  of  our  Province  ufe  nothing,  in  all  forts  of  Dif- 
eafes, but  the  ftrongeft  Wine  they  can  get,  mixed  with  a 
great  deal  of  Saffron  and  Spice,  and  all  with  the  fame 
Succefs. 

And  to  fay  the  Truth  ;  of  all  this  Diverfity  and  Con- 
fufion  of  Prefcriptions,  what  other  End  and    «rr  ,     , 
EfFed:  is  there,  after  all,  but  to  purge  the  Bel-    mfuiZfiof 
ly  ?  Which  a  thoufand  ordinary  Simples  will    Medicinal 
do  as  well ;  and  I  do  not  know,  whether   Purges  is  tvar^ 
fuch  Evacuations  be  fo  much  to  our  Advan-    ^^^q^^^ 
tage  as  they  pretend,  and  whether  Nature,  do  ^ 
not  require  a  Settlement  of  her  Excrements  to  a  certain 
Proportion,  as  Wine  does  of  its  Lees,  to  preferve  it.  You 
oft  fee  healthful  Men  taken  with  Vomitings  and  Fluxes  of 
the  Belly  from  unknown  Caufes,  and  make  a  great  Eva- 
cuation of  Excrements,  without  any  preceding  Need,  or 
any  following  Benefit,  but  rather  with  Hurt  and  Damage 
to  their  Conftitution.     *Tis  from  the  great  PlatOy  that  I 
lately  learned,  «  That  of  three  forts  of  Motions,  which 

*  are  natural  to  us.  Purging  is  the  laft  and  worft ;  and 

*  that  no  Man,  unlefs  he  be  a  Fool,  ought  to  take  any 

*  Thing  to  that  Purpofe,  but  in  the  extremeft  Necefli- 
^  ty  "/     Men  difturb  and  irritate  the  Difeafe  by  contrary 

P  p  4  Op. 

»  In  the  Life  of  C^/^  the  Cenfor^  c.  I2. 

^  Nat.  Hift,  Hb.  xxv,  c.  8. 

^  Lib.  iv.  p.  323. 

^  Montaigne  fhould  have  faid,  by  which  Means  they  propofe  to  cut  oiF 
fuch  Defluxions,  l^c,  for  though  Herodotus  fays,  they  do  it  with  this  View, 
yet  he  does  not  prefume  to  fay,  that,  for  this  Caufe,  they  enjoy  fuch  pcr^ 
fc£l  Health.  '  'Tis  trae,  fays  he^  die  Libyans  are  more  healthy  than  any 
<  People  that  I  knpw:,  but,  t^a(  this  is  the  Cftufe  of  it>  I  cannot  afiiiin  po 
^  fjtively.' 

»  InTipiffo,  p,  5JI, . 
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Oppofitions :  It  tnuft  be  the  Way  of  living  that  muft 

gently  weaken,  and  bring  it  to  its  Period  :    The  violent 

Contefl  betwixt  the  Drug  and  the  Difeafe  is  ever  to  our 

Lois,  fince  the  Combat  is  within  ourfelves,  and  that  the 

Drug  is  an  Afliftant  not  to  be  trufted,  being,  by  its  own 

Nature,  an  Enemy  to  our  Health,  and  has  no  Accefs  to 

our  Conflitution,  without  making  a  Difhirbance.     Let  it 

alone  a  little :  The  Order  of  Nature  that  provides  for 

Fleas  and  Moles,  does  alfo  provide  for  Men,  if  they  will 

have  the  Patience,  which  Fleas  and  Moles  have,  to  leave 

it  to  itfelf :  We  may  bawl  out,  as  the  Carman  docs  to  his 

Horfes,  till  we  arc  hoarfe,  and  the  Cure  be  never  the 

nearer.     'Tis  a  proud  and  pitilefs  Order :    Our  Fears, 

our  Defpair,  difguft  and  Hop  it  from,  inftead  of  inviting 

it  to  our  Relief :  It  owes  its  Courfe  to  the  Difeafe,  as  well 

as  to  Health,  and  will  not  fuffer  itfelf  to  be  corrupted  in 

Favour  of  the  one,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  othcr*s  Right, 

for  it  would  then  fall  into  Diforder.     Let  us,  in  God^s 

Name,  follow  it :  It  leads  thofe  that  follow,  and  thofe 

who  will  not  follow  5    it  drags  along  both  their  Fury  and 

Phyfic  together :  Order  a  Purge  for  your  Brain,  it  will 

there  be  better  employed,  than  upon  your  Stomach. 

One  aiking  a  Lacedaemonian^  ^  What  had  made  him  live 

'  fo  long  ? '  He  made  Anfwer,  *  The  Igno- 

Sfl^.    '  ^^«^e  ^f  Phyfic/    And  the  Emperor  A^ 

JUtans  ao  more       -   .  ,         -/•  -   .         ,  .         *       _    , 

Good  or  Harm,   drtan  contmually  exclaimed,  as  he  was  dying, 
and  bow  th^     *  That  the  Croud  of  Phyficians  had  killed 

T^lllVtheir    '  ^^  '•'    ^^  ^^^  Wreftler  turned  Phyfician  : 
I^e/ii^JmT    '  Courage,  fays  Diogenes  /(?  bim^  thou  haft 

*  done  well,  for  now  thou  wilt  throw  thofe 
•  who  have  formerly  thrown  thee  p.*  But  Phyficians  have 
this  Advantage,  according  to  Nicocks^  *  That  the  Sun 
«  gives  Light  to  their  Succefs,  and  the  Earth  covers  their 
«  Mifcarriages  *» :  *  And,  befides,  they  have  a  very  advan- 
tageous Way  of  making  Ufe  of  all  forts  of  Events  ;  For 

what 

•  Xipbilinus  in  Epitome  Dionis  Vita  Adriapij  and  Bftyl^^  Didionary,  in 
the  Article  Hadrian,  The  fame  Complaint  was  made  before  Hadrian,  as  \ 
learn  from  Pliny,  who  has  copied  an  Epitaph,  wherein  a  Perfon  deceafed 
complaining,  ^urhd  fe  Mediconmi  periijfe.  Nat.  Hift.  lib,  xxix-  €•  i. 

P  Diog,  Laert,  in  the  Life  of  Diogenes  the  Cynic,  lib.  vi.  {c6L  60. 

^  Ch.  1^6.  of  the  Collection  of  the  Monks  Avtotdus  and  Mftxip^^ 
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what  Fortune,  Nature,  or  any  other  Caufes  (of  which  the 
Number  is  infinite)  produce  of  good  and  healthful  in  us, 
it  is  the  Privilege  of  Phyfic  to  attribute  to  itfelf.  All  the 
happy  Succefles  that  happen  to  the  Patient,  who  is  under 
its  Regimen,  muft  be  derived  from  thence :  The  Occa- 
fions  that  have  cured  me,  and  that  cure  thoufand  others, 
who  don't  apply  to  them,  Phyficians  arrogate  to  them- 
felves :  And,  as  to  ill  Accidents,  they  either  abfolutely 
difown  them,  in  laying  the  Fault  upon  the  Patient,  by 
fuch  frivolous  Reafons,  as  they  can  never  be  to  feek  for; 
as,  ^  he  lay  with  his  Arms  out  of  Bed ;  or,  he  was  dif- 

*  turbed  with  the  Rattling  of  a  Coach  :  * 

Rbedarum  tranfitus  arlio 

Vicorum  inflexu  ' ; ■■ 

/.  e. 

He  heard  the  Wheels,  and  Horfes  trampling  Feet, 
In  the  ftreight  Turning  of  a  narrow  Street. 

Or^  •  Some- body  had  fet  open  the  Window  ;   or^  he  had 

*  lain  on  his  left  Side  •,  or^  had  had  fome  uneiafy  Thought 

*  in  his  Head  :*  In  fhort,  a  Word,  a  Dream,  or  a  Look, 
feem  to  them  Excufe  fufficient  for  this  Mifcarriage :  Or^  if 
they  fo  pleafe,  they  even  make  ufe  of  their  growing  worfe, 
and  do  their  Bufinefs  by  a  way  which  can  never  fail  them  ; 
which  is,  by  buzzing  us  in  the  Ears,  when  the  Difeafe  is  in- 
flamed by  their  Medicaments,  that  it  had  been  much  worie 
but  for  their  Remedies.  He,  who,  for  an  ordinary  Cold, 
they  have  thrown  into  a  double  Tertian  Ague,  had,  but 
for  them,  been  in  a  continued  Fever.  They  do  not  care 
what  Mifchief  they  do,  fince  it  turns  to  their  own  Profit. 
In  Earneft,  they  have  reafon  to  require  a  very  favourable 
Belief  from  their  Patients  -,  and  indeed  it  need  be  a  hearty 
an4  very  eafy  one,  to  fwallow  Things  fo  hard  to  be  believ- 
ed.   Plato  •  faid  very  well,  '  That  Phyficians  were  the  only 

*  Men  that  might  lye  without  Controul,  fince  our  Health 

*  depends  upon  the  Vanity  and  Falfity  of  their  Promifes.'. 
yEfop  \  2L  moft  excellent  Author,  and  of  whom  few  Men 

difcover  ^11  the  Grace?,  does  pleafantly  reprefent  to  us  the 

tyrannical 

^  Juv,  Sat  iii,  V.  236,         •  De  Repub,  lib.  iii.         t  Fab.  xjiii. 
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and  Confultations  more  religious  and  fccret,  where  no  pro- 
fane Pcrfon  ought  to  have  been  admitted,  no 
^^j^'^,  niore  than  to  the  fccret  Ceremonies  of  yEfcu- 
nnur  renounced  lapius :  For,  by  reafon  of  this,  it  falls  out, 
/Ar  Myftcrious  that,  their  Irrefolution,  the  Weaknefs  of  their 
in  their  Prac-     Arguments,  Divination,  and  Foundations  % 

the  Sharpncfs  of  th€;ir  Difputes,  full  of  Ha- 
tred, Jealoufy,  and  Self-Intereft,  coming  to  be  difcovercd 
by  every  one,  a  Man  muft  be  very  blind,  not  to  difcera 
that  he  runs  a  very  great  Hazard  in  their  Hands.  Who 
ever  faw  one  Phyfician  approve  of  another's  Prefcription, 
without  taking  fomething  away,  or  adding  fomething  to 
it  ?  By  which  they  fufficiently  betray  their  Art,  and  make 
it  manifeft  to  us,  that  they  therein  more  confider  their  own 
Reputation,  and  confequently  their  Profit,  than  their  Pa- 
tients Intereft.  He  was  a  much  wifer  Man,  of  their  Tribe, 
who,  of  old,  gave  it  for  a  Rule,  '  That  only  one  Phyfi- 
«  cian  fhould  undertake  a  fick  Perfon ;'  for,  if  he  do  no- 
thing  to  Purpofe,  one  fmgle  Man's  Fauk  can  bring  no 
great  Scandal  upon  the  ProfelTion  ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Glory  will  be  great,  if  he  happen  to  have  good  Suc- 
cefs  5  whereas,  when  they  are  many,  they,  at  every  Turn, 
bring  a  Difrepute  upon  their  Calling,  forafmuch  as  they 
cftener  do  Hurt  than  Good.  They  ought  to  be  fatisfied 
with  the  perpetual  Difagreement  which  is  found  in  the 
Opinions  of  the  {)rincipal  Matters,  and  ancient  Authors 
of  this  Science,  which  is  only  known  to  Men  well  read, 
without  difcovering  to  the  Vulgar  the  Controverfies  and 
various  Judgments  which  they  nourifh  and  continue  a** 
mongft  themfelves. 

Shall  we  have  one  Example  of  the  ancient  Controver- 
"The  oppofite  fy  in  Phyfic  ?  HierGpbilus  lodges  the  original 
Sentiments  of     Caufe  of  Difeafes  in  the  Humours ;  Erajiftra^ 

^Xcmfelf  ^^^'  ^"  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Arteries  ;  Jfcl^iades, 
*j)jfeafet,a  ^^  ^^^  invifible  Atoms  gliding  in  our  Pores ; 
Proof  of  the  Alcmaon^  in  the  Exuberancy,  or  Defeft  of  our 
Uncertainty  of  bodily  Strength  ;  *  Diodes^  in  the  InequaUtv 
their  Science,  ^f  ^j^c  Elements  of  which  the  Body  is  com. 
pofed,  and  in  the  Quality  of  the  Air  we  fuck  in  \  Strato^ 

in 
y  PUn.  Nat.  Hift.'  lib*  xxix.  c. : .        f  Celfus^  in  his  Prefecc  to  lib.  u 
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in  the  Abundance,  Crudity,  and  Corruption  of  the  Nou- 
riftiment  we  take  ; '  and  Hippocrates  lodges  it  in  t;he  Spirits^ 
There  is  a  certain  Friend  of  theirs,  whom  they  know  bet- 
ter than  I,  who  declares,  upon  this  Subjeft,  «  That  the  « 

*  moft  important  Science  in  Praftice,  amongft  us,  viz. 

*  That  which  is  intruded  with  our  Health  and  Preferva- 

*  tion,  is,  by  ill  Luck,,  the  moft  uncertain,  the  moft  per- 

*  plexed,  and  the  moft  changeable  *.*  There  is  no  great 
Danger  in  miftaking  the  Height  of  the  Sun,  or  in  the 
Fraftion  of  fome  aftconomical  Computation :  But  herc^ 
where  our  whole  Being  is  concerned,  'tis  no  Wifdom  to 
abandon  ourfelves  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Agitation  of  fo 
many  contrary  Winds.  . 

Before  the  Peloponnejtan  War,  there  was  no  great  Talk 
of  this  Science  :  Hippocrates  brought  it  into  phyfic,  ivhar^ 
Repute  ;  and  whatever  he  eftablilhed,  Cbry-  andbywbem 
^/>«j  overthrew  ;  after  that,  EraJiJiratus^.A-  brought  imo 
rijtotle's  Grandfon,  overthrew  what  Cbryjippus  ^^^^^* 
had  writ  of  it  "^  ^  After  thefe,  the  Empirics  ftarted  up,  who 
took  a  quite  contrary  Method  to  the  Ancients,  in  the  Ma- 
nagement of  this  Art :  When  the  Credit  of  thefe  began  a. 
little  to  decay,  Heropbilus  fet  another  Sort  of  Prafikice  on 
Foot,  "which  AfclepiadeSy  in  turn,  ftood  up  againft,  and  over- 
threw :  The  Opinion,  firft,  of  ^bemifon^  and  then  of  Muja^ 
and,  after  that,  thofe  of  Fexius  Valens^  a  Phyfician  famous 
through  the  Intelligence  he  had  with  MejfalinaT^  came  in 
Vogue  :  The  Empire  of  Phyfic,  in  Nero"^  Time,  fell  to 
Tbeffalus^  who  abolifhed  and  condemned  all  that  had  bcea 
held  of  it  till  his  Time  :  This  Man's  Doftrine  was  refuted 
by  Grinas  of  Marfeilles^  who  firft  brought  all  Medicinal ' 
Operations  by  the  Ephemerides  and  Motions  of  the  Stars, 
and  reduced  Eating,  Sleeping,  and  Drinking,  to  Hours 
that  were  moft  pleafing  to  Mercury  and  the  Moon :  His 
Authority  was  foon  after  fupplanted  by  Charinus^  a  Phy- 
fician of  the  fame  City  of  Marfeilles  j  a  Man  that  not  on- 
ly controverted  all  the  ancient  Praftice  of  Phyfic,  but 
moreover  the  Ufe  of  hot  public  Baths,  that  had  been,  for 
fo  many  Ages  before,  in  common  Ufe :  He  made  Men 
bathe  in  cold  Water,  even  in  Winter,  and  plunged  hisficic 

Patiencs 
«  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xx^x.  c,  i.  ^  Idem,  ibid. 
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Patients  in  the  natural  Waters  of  Brooks.  No  Roman^ 
till  Plinf^  Time,  had  ever  vouchfafed  to  praiftife  Phyfic  j 
that  Office  was  only  performed  by  Greeks  and  Foreigners, 
AS  'tis  now  amongft  us  French^  by  thofe  that  chop  Latin : 

*  For,  as  a  very  greai  Fhyfician  [aySj  wc  do  not  eafily  rc- 
^  ceive  the  Medicine  we  underftand,  no  more  than  we  do 
'  the  Drugs  we  ourfelves  gather/  If  the  Nations  from 
whence  we  fetch  our  Guaiacum,  Sarfaparilla,  and  Chim 
Wood,  have  any  Phyficians,  how  great  a  Value,  muft  wc 
imagine,  by  the  fame  Recommendation  of  Strangenefs, 
Rarity,  and  dear  Purchafc,  do  they  fet  upon  our  Cabbage 
and  Parfly  ?  For,  who  would  dare  to  contemn  Things 
fo  far  fetched,  at  the  Hazard  of  fo  tedious  and  dangerous 
a  Voyage  ? 

Since  thefe  ancient  Alterations  in  Phyfic,  there  have 
been  infinite  others  down  to  our  own  Times,  and,  for  the 
mod  part,  fuch  as  have  been  intire  and  univer/ai ;  as 
thofe,  for  Example,  produced,  in  our  own  Time,  by  Pa- 
racelfusy  Fioravantij  and  Argent erius  \  for  they,  as  1  am  told^ 
do  not  only  alter  one  Receipt,  but  the  whole  Contexture 
and  Syftem  of  the  Body  of  Phyfic,  accufing  all  others  of 
Ignorance  and  Impofition  that  have  pra£tifed  before  them : 
At  this  rate,  in  what  a  Condition  the  poor  Patient  muft 
be,  I  leave  you  to  judge. 

If  we  were  even  aflTured,  that,  when  they  are  miftaken, 

that  Miftake  of  theirs  does  us  no  Harm,  tho* 

Phfictodo^    it  does  us  no  Good,  it  were  a  reafonable  Bar- 

fio  Good,  'tis      gain  to  run  the  Venture  of  our  being  made 

wot  certain  thai   better,  without  the  Danger  of  being  worfc. 

'mm  "^         ^^^  '  ^^^'^  a  Story,   «  That  one  who  had 

^'^^  <  bought  a  Morifco  Slave,  believing  that  his 

^  black  Complexion  was  accidental  in  him,  and  occafion- 

A  Moor  hatb-  *  ^^  ^7  ^^^  ^^^  Ufage  of  his  former  Matter, 
ed  and  purged  ^  caufed  him  to  enter  into  a  Courfe  of  Phy- 
to  clear  bis  «  fie,  and  with  great  Care  to  be  often  Bathed 
Complexion.  <  ^^^  Drenched  :  It  happened,  that  the  Afw 
^  was  nothing  amended  in  his  tawny  Complexion,  but  he 

•  wholly  loft  his  former  Health.'     How  oft  do  we  fee 
Phyficians  impute  the  Death  of  their  Patients  to  one  ano- 
ther ? 

*  Fab.  Ixxv. 
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ther  ?  I  remember,  that,  fome  Years  ago,  there  was  an 
Epidemical  Difeafe,  very  dangerous,  and  for  the  moft  part 
mortal,  that  raged  in  the  Towns  about  us  :  The  Storm 
being  over,  which  had  fwept  away  an  infinite  Number  of 
Men,  one  of  the  moft  famous  Phyficians  of  all  the  Coun-^ 
try  publiflied  a  Book  upon  that  Subjed,  wherein,  upon 
better  Thoughts,  he  confefles,  '  That  the  letting  of  Blood 

*  in  that  Difeafe  was  a  principal  Caufe  of  fo  much  Da- 

*  mage.*    Moreover,  their  Authors  hold,  *  That  there  is 

*  no  Phyfic  which  has  not  fomething  hurtful  in  it.*  And 
if  even  thofe  that  are  of  Service  to  us,  do,  in  feme  mea- 
fure,  offend  us,  what  muft  thofe  do  which  are  totally  mif- 
applied  ?  For  my  own  Part,  though  there  were  nothing^ 
elfe  in  the  Cafe,  I  am  of  Opinion,  That  *  to  thofe  thac 

*  loath  the  Tafte  of  Phyfic,  it  muft  needs  be  a  dangerous 
'  and  prejudicial  Endeavour  to  force  it  down  at  fo  in- 

*  commodious  a  Time,  and  with  fo  much  Averfion  ;  and 

*  believe,  that  it  marvelloufly  difturbs  the  fick  Perfon, 

*  at  a  Time  when  he  has  fo  much  Need  of  Repofe.*  . 
And,  befides  this,  if  we  confider  the  Caufcs  to  which 

they  ufually  impute  our  Difeafes,  they  are  fq,  pufi^am  *» 
light  and  nice,  that  I  thence  conclude  *  a  ve-    ryfiihjeau 

*  ry  little  Error  in  the  Difpenfation  of  their    Mifiakes ;  and 

*  Drugs  may  do  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief/  '^J^^^f"^ 
Now,  if  the  Miftakeof  a  Phyfician  be  fo  dan-  ^^M^^^^* 
gerous,  we  are  in  a  fcurvy  Condition  ;  for  it  is  almoft  im» 
poflible  but  he  muft  often  fall  into  thofe  Miftakes  :  He 
had  Need  of  too  many  Parts,  Confideratlons,  and  Cir- 
cumftances,  rightly  to  adjuft  his  Defign  :  He  muft  know 
the  fick  Perfon*s  Complexion,  his  Temperature,  his  Hu- 
mours, Inclinations,  Adions,  nay,  his  very  Thoughts  and 
Imaginations  :  He  muft  be  afTured  of  the  external  Cir- 
cumftances,  of  the  Nature  of  the  Place,  the  Quality  of 
the  Air  and  Seafon,  the  Situation  of  the  Planets,  and  their 
Influences :  He  muft  know,  in  the  Difeafe,  the  Caufes, 
Prognoftics,  Afltftions,  and  critical  Days  \  in  the  Drugs, 
the  Weight,  the  Power  of  Working,  the  Country^  the 
Form,  the  Age,  and  the  Difpenfation  j  and  he  muft  know 
how  rightly  to  proportion  and  mix  them  together,  in  or- 
der to  beget  a  perfedt  Proportion  |;  wherein  if  there  be  the 

I  Icaft 
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Icaft  Error ;  if,  amongft  fo  many  Springs,  there  be  but 
any  one  that  draws  wrong,  *tis  enough  to  deftroy  us  :  God 
knows  with  how  great  Difficulty  moft  of  thcfe  Things  arc 
to  be  underftood.  As  (for  Example)  *  how  fhall  a  Phy- 
*  fician  find  out  the  true  Sign  of  the  Difeafe,  every  Difeafc 
«  being  capable  of  an  infinite  Number  of  Indications  ?* 
How  many  Doubts  and  Debates  have  they  amongft  them- 
felves  upon  the  Interpretation  of  Urines  ?  Otherwife,  from 
whence  Ihould  the  continual  Debates  we  fee  amongft  them 
about  the  Knowledge  of  the  'Difeafe  proceed  ?  How  would 
we  excufe  the  Error,  they  'fo  oft  fall  into,  of  taking  one 
Thing  for  another  ?  In  the  Difeafes  I  have  had,  were  there 
never  fo  little  Difficulty  in  the  Cafe,  I  never  found  three 
of  one  Opinion :  Which  I  inftance,  becaufe  I  love  to  intro- 
duce Examples,  wherein  I  myfelf  am  concerned. 

A  Gentleman  at  Paris  was,  by  Order  of  the  Phy/icians, 
lately  cut  for  the  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  where  was  found 
no  more  Stone  than  in  the  Palm  of  his  Hand  •,  and  a  Bifhop, 
who  was  my  very  good  Friend,  having  been  earncftly 
prefled,  by  the  major  Part  of  the  Phyficians  in  Town, 
whom  he  confulted,  to  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  cut  in  the  fame 
Place  ;  to  which  alfo,  upon  their  Words,  I  added  my  In- 
tereft  to  perfuade  him  :  When  he  was  dead,  and  opened, 
it  appeared  that  he  had  no  Stone  but  in  the  Kidneys.  They 
are  leaft  excufable  for  any  Error  in  this  Difeiafe,  by  reafon 
that  it  is,  in  fome  fort,  palpable  •,  and  'tis  by  that,  that  I 
conclude  Surgery  to  be  much  more  certain^  by  reafon  that 
it  fees  and  feels  what  it  does,  and  fo  goes  lefs  upon  Con- 
jefture  ;  whereas  the  Phyficians  have  nofpeculum  Matricis^ 
by  which  to  difcover  our  Brains,  Lungs,  and  Liver. 

The  very  Promifes  of  Phyfic  are  not  to  be  credited : 
The  Promifes  ^^^»  \^\n%  to  provide  asainft  diverfe  and 
tfthe  Fhyji'  Contrary  Accidents,  that  often  afflidl  us  at  one 
iians  generally  and  the  fame  Time,  and  that  have  almofta 
incredible.  neceflfary  Relation,  as  the  Heat  of  the  Liver, 
and  the  Coldnefs  of  the  Stomach,  they  will  needs  perfuade 
us,  that,  of  their  Ingredients,  one  will  warm  the  Stomach, 
and  the  other  cool  the  Liver  ;  one  has  its  Commiflion  to 
go  diredtly  to  the  Kidneys,  nay,  even  to  the  Bladder,  with- 
out fcattering  its  Operations  by  the  Way,  but  retaining 
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its  Power  and  Virtue  through  all  the  Stops,  in  fo  long  a 
Courfe,  even  to  the  Place  to  the  Service  ^f  which  it  is 
defigned,  by  its  own  occult  Property  :  One  will  dry  the 
Brain,  and  another  will  moiften  the  Lungs.  All  thefe  Things 
being  mixed  in  one  Potion,  is  it  not  a  kind  of  Madnefs 
to  imagine,  or  to  hope,  that  thefe  cliflFering  Virtues  ftiould 
feparate  thcmfelves  from  one  another  in  this  Mixture  and 
Confufion,  to  perform  fo  many  various  Errands  ?  I  Ihould 
very  much  fear,  that  they  would  either  lofe  or  change  their 
Labels,  and  take  up  one  another's  Quarters  :  And  who 
can  imagine  but  that,  in  this  liquid  Confufion,  thefe  Fa*- 
culties  muft  corrupt,  confound,  and  fpoil  one  another  ? 
And  is  not  the  Danger  ftill  more,    *  when  the  making  up 

*  of  this  Medicine  is  intruded  to  another,  to  whofe  Ho- 

*  nour  and  Mercy  we  again  abandon  our  Lives  ?  * 

As  we  have  Doublet  and  Breeches  Makers,  diftinft 
Trades,  to  cloath  us,  and  are  fo  much  the  better  fitted, 
while  each  of  them  meddles  only  with  his  own  Pattern, 
and  has  lefs  to  trouble  his  Head  withal,  than  a  Taylor 
who  undertakes  all ;  and  as,  in  Matter  of  Diet,  great  Per- 
fons,  for  their  better  Convenience,  and  to  the  End  they 
may  be  better  ferved,  have  diftinft  Offices,  of  Boilers  and 
Roaflers,  which  one  Cook,  who  fhould  undertake  the; 
whole  Service,  could  not  fo  well  perform  5  fo  fhould  we 
be  treated  in  our  Cures.  The  £^//^»j  had  reafon  to  re- 
jedt  this  general  Profeffion  of  a  Phyjtcian,  and  ^  .^ 
to  divide  it  to  feveral  peculiar  Difeafes,  al-  Perfin  had  bit 
lotting  to  every  Part  of  the  Body  a  particu-  particular Phy-^ 
lar  Operator :  For  this  Part  was  more  pro-  -^'"^  ^^S 
perly,  and  with  lefs  Confufion,  provided  for,  ^  gyptwns. 
becaufe  it  efpecially  regarded  this  alone  :  Ours  are  not  a- 
ware,  that '  he  who  provides  for  all,  provides  for  nothing  j* 
and  that  the  '  entire  Government  of  this  Microcofm*  is 
more  than  they  are  able  to  undertake.  Whilfl  they  were 
afraid  of  '  flopping  a  Loofenefs,  left  they  fhould  put  him 

*  into  a  Fever,*  they  killed  mc  a  Friend  that  was  worth 
more  than  the  whole  Pack  of  them  put  together.  They 
counterpoife  their  own  Divinations  with  the  prefent  Evils  ; 
and,  becaufe  they  will  not  ^  cure  the  Brain  to  the  Prejudice 
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*  of  the  Stomach,  they  offend  both  with  their  mutinous 

*  and  tumultuary  Drugs.' 

As  to  the  Variety  and  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Reafons  of 
this  Art,  it  is  more  manifeft  than  in  any  other 
UMrtai^of  -^^^*  *  Aperitive  Medicines  are  proper  for  a 
thi  Reafons  on  *  Man  fubjcft  to  the  Stone,  by  reafon  that, 
€iuhicb  the  Art  <  opening  and  dilating  the  Paflages,  they 
^f  ^^j  "  *  help  forward  the  (limy  Matter,  whereof 
xrou     .  J  Gravel  and  the  Stone  are  ingendered,  and 

*  convey  that  downward  which  begins  to  harden  and  ga- 
^  ther  in  the  Kidneys.  Aperitive  Things  are  dangerous 
<  for  a  Man  fubjed  to  the  Stone,  by  reafon  that,  opening 
^  and  dilating  the  PafTages,  they  help  forward,  towards 

*  the  Reins,  the  Matter  that  has  a  Tendency  to  breed  the 

*  Stone,  which,  by  their  own  Propenfion  that  way,  being 
^  apt  to  feize  it,  'tis  not  to  be  imagined  but  that  a  great 

*  deal  of  what  has  been  fo  conveyed  thither  muft  remain 

*  behind.     Moreover,  if  the  Medicine  happen  to  meet 

*  with  any  Thing  a  little  too  grofs  to  be  carried  through 

*  all  thofe  narrow  PafTages  it  muft  pafs,  in  order  to  be  ex- 

*  pelled,  that  Obftruftion,  whatever  it  is,  being  ftirred  by 

*  thefe  aperitive  Things,  and  thrown  into  thofe  narrow 

*  Paflages,  coming  to  ftop  them,  will  occafion  a  moft  cer- 

*  tain  and  moft  painful  Death.*  They  have  the  like  Con- 
fiftency  in  the  Advices  they  give  us  for  the  Regimen  of 
Life.  *  It  is  good  to  make  Water  often,  for  we  experi- 
^  mentally  fee,  that,  in  letting  it  lie  long  in  the  Bladder, 

*  we  give  it  time  to  let  fall  the  Sediment  which  will  con- 

*  Crete  into  a  Stone  :  It  is  not  good  to  make  Water  of- 
^  ten,  for  the  heavy  Excrements  it  carries  along  with  it 

*  will  not  be  voided  without  Violence,*  as  we  fee  by  Ex- 
perience, that  a  Torrent  which  runs  with  Force,  walhcs 
the  Ground  it  rolls  over  much  cleaner  than  the  Courfe  of 
a  flow  and  languid  Stream.     Likewife  *  it  is  good  to  have 

*  often  to  do  with  Women,  for  that  opens  the  Paflages, 

*  and  helps  to  evacuate  Sand  :    It  is  alfo  very  ill  to  have 

*  often  to  do  with  Women,  becaufe  it  heats,  dres,  and 
^  weakens  the  Reins.  It  is  good  to  bathe  frequendy  in 
I  hot  Waters,  forafmuch  as  that  relaxes  and  mollifies  the 

I  *  Places 
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*  Places  where  the  Sand  and  Gravel  lurks  ;  and  it  is  aJfo 

*  ill,  by  reafon  that  this  Application  <)f  external  Heat 

*  helps  the  Reins  to  bake,  harden,  and  petrify  the  Matter 
^  therein  difpofed.     For  thofe  who  are  at  the  Balbi,  it  is 

*  moft  healthful  to  eat  little  at  Night,  to  the  End  that 

*  the  Waters  they  are  to  drink  the  next  Motninjg^  rtikf 

*  have  a  better  Operation  upon  an  empty  Stomach  ^  6A 
'  the  contrary,  it  is  better  to  eat  little  at  LHnner,  tfcat  iik 

*  hinder  not  the  Operation  of  the  Waters,  which  13  n©t 

*  yet  perfed;  and  ndt  to  opprefs  the  Stomach  fo  fooft  af- 

*  ter  the  other  Labour,  but  leave  the  Office  of  Digeftii&a 

*  to  the  Night,  which  Will  much  better  perform  it  thift 

*  the  Day,  when  the  Body  and  Mind  are  in  pwrp^tual 

*  Motion  atid  Adion.*  Thus  do  thtyjv^gk  and  tM^^  vti 
all  their  Difputes,  at  our  Expence,  and  cannot  give  tne  oft* 
Propofition,  againft  which  I  cannot  ereft  a  cofttliaty  of 
equal  Force.  Let  thctn  then  no  longer  e*claim  igalhft 
thofe,  who^  in  this  Confufion,  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  gent- 
ly guided  by  their  own  .petite,  land  the  Advice  of  Naturb^ 
and  commit  themfelves  to  the  common  Fortune. 

I  have  feen,  in  my  Travels,  almoft  all  the  famoliii  B^thi 
of  Chrifiendom^  and,  for  fome  Yeirs  paft,  havt  .  . 
begun  to  make  ufe  of  them  myfelf ;  fof  I  look  IfBdth! 
upon  Bathing  as  generally  wholefomey  and  be- 
lieve, that  we  fuffer  no  flight  Inconveniences  iA  our  Hcakh,^ 
by  having  left  off  the  Cuflom,  that  was  generally  obferyed^ 
in  former  Times,  almoft  by  all  Natiotfi,  and  is  yet  in  mii- 
ny,  of  bathing  every  Day  -,  and  I  cannot  imagine  but  that 
we  are  much  the  worfe  by  having  our  Limbs  crufted,  and 
our  Pores  ftopped  with  Dirt  and  Filth :  And  as  tb  thtf 
Drinking  of  the  Waters^  Fortune  has,  in  thfe  fifft  Place^ 
rendered  them  not  at  all  unacceptable  to  ifiy  Taftfe  ;  and^ 
fccondly,  they  are  Natural  and  Simple,  artd,  at  leaft,  carry 
no  Danger  with  them,  if  they  do  no  good  :  Of  which,  thfe 
infinite  Croud  of  People,  of  all  forts  df  CoftftitutioftS,  that 
repair  thither,  I  take  to  be  a  fufficieftt  WarfaAt :  Aft^ 
although  I  have  not  there  obfcrved  any  eXtraotdinaty  and 
miraculous  Effefts,  but,  on  the  contrary,  having  mott 
curioufly  than  ordinary  enquired  into  it^  I  have  found  all 
the  Reports  of  fuch  Operations,  that  haVS  bijeft  fpread 

Q^q  2  abroa4 


596  MoNTAiONE'i  EJfayiy  Book  11. 

abroad  in  thofe  Places,  ill  grounded  and  falfe,  and  thofe 
that  believe  them  (as  People  are  willing  to  be  gulled  in 
what  they  defire)  deceived  in  them  -,  yet  I  have  feldom 
known  any  that  have  been  made  worfe  by  thofe  Waters, 
and  a  Man  cannot  honeftly  deny  but  that  they  beget  a  bet- 
ter Appetite,  help  Digeftion,  and  do,  in  fome  fort,  revive 
us,  if  we  do  not  go  to  them  in  too  weak  a  Condition,  which 
I  would  diffuade  every  one  from  doing.  They  have  not 
the  Virtue  to  raife  Men  from  defperatc  and  inveterate  Dif- 
eafes,  but  they  may  help  in  fome  light  Indifpofition,  or 
prevent  fome  threatening  Alteration.  Whoever  does  not 
bring  along  with  him  fo  much  Chcarfulnefs  as  to  enjoy  the 
Pleafure  ot  the  Company  he  will  there  meet,  and  of  the 
Walks  and  Excrcifes,  to  which  the  Beauty  of  the  Places, 
in  which  thofe  Waters  are  commonly  fituate,  invites  us, 
doubtlefs  lofes  the  beft  and  fureft  Part  of  their  Efie<5t.  For 
this  Reafon  I  have  hitherto  chofen  to  go  to  thofe  of  the 
mod  pleafant  Situation,  where  there  was  the  mod  Con- 
veniency  of  Lodging,  Provifion,  and  Company  •,  as  the 
Baths  of  Banieres  in  France j  thofe  oi  Plombieres  on  the  Fron- 
tiers of  GermaiTf  and  Lorrain^  thofe  of  Baden  in  Switzer- 
Jandj  thofe  of  Lucca  in  Tufcanyy  and  cfpecially  thofe  of 
Della-Villa^  which  I  have  the  moft  frequented,  and  at  fe- 
veral  Seafons. 

Every  Nation  has  particular  Opinions,  touching  their 
Every  Nation     Ufc,  and  different  Rules  and  Methods  in 
makis  a  parti'    ufing  them,  and  all  of  them,  according  to 
ticJ^  U/i  of    ^hat  I  have  feen,  almoft  of  like  EfFeft.  Drink- 
^'  ing  of  them  is  not  at  all  received  in  Germany  5 

they  bathe  for  all  Difeafes,  and  will  lie  dabbling  in  the  Wa- 
ter almoft  from  Sun  to  Sun.  In  Ifafy^  when  they  drink 
nine  Days,  they  bathe  at  leaft  thirty,  and  commonly  drink 
the  Water  mixed  with  Drugs  to  make  it  work  the  better. 
We  are  here  ordered  to  walk  to  digeft  it ;  they  are  there 
kept  in  Bed,  after  taking  it,  till  it  be  worked  off,  their 
Stomachs  and  Feet  being  continually  chafed  by  hot  Cloths : 
And  as  the  Germans  generally  ufe  Cupping  and  Scarifica- 
tion in  the  Bath  ;  fo  the  Italians  have  their  Doccie^  which 
are  certain  Channels  of  this  hot  Watet  brought  through 
Pipes  i  and  with  them  bathe  an  Hour  in  the  Morning, 
1  and 
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and  as  much  in  the  Afternoon  for  a  Month  together,  ei- 
ther the  Head,  Stomach,  or  any  other  Part  where  the  Pain 
lies.  There  are  infinite  other  different  Cuftoms  in  every 
Country,  or,  rather,  they  have  no  manner  of  Refemblance 
to  one  another.  By  which  you  may  fee,  that  this  little 
Part  of  Phyfic,  to  which  alone  I  have  fubmitted,  though 
the  leaft  depending  upon  Art  of  all  others,  has  yet  a  great 
Share  of  the  Conf  ufion  and  Uncertainty  every-where  elfe 
manifeft  in  this  Profeffion. 

The  Poets  fay  whatever  they  pleafe  with  greater  lEm^ 
phafis  and  Grace  5  witnefs  thefe  two  Epigrams  : 

Alcon  bejlerno  Jignum  Jovis  attigit.  Jllcj 
^amvis  marmoreuSj  vim  fatitur  medici : 

Ecce  hodiejujfus  transferri  ex  ade  vetufia^ 
Effertur^  quamvisjit  Deus^  alque  Lapis  **. 

i.  e. 

Alcon  did  Ycfterday  Jov^^  Statue  touch, 
"Which,  although  Marble,  fuffer'd  by  it  much  ; 
For  though  it  is  a  God,  and  made  of  Stone, 
From  its  old  Seat  *tis  now,  by  Order,  gone. 

And  the  other, 

Lotus  nohifcum  eft  hilarisj  canavit  et  ideniy 

Inventus  mane  eft  mortuus  Andragoras, 
^amfubita  mortis  caufam  Fauftine  requiris  ? 

h  fomnis  medicum  viderat  Hermocratem  *. 

i.  e. 

Andragoras  bath'd,  fupp'd,  and  merry  went  to  Bed 
Laft  Night,  but  in  the  Morning  was  found  dead ; 
Would'ft  know,  Fauftinus^  what  was  his  Difeafe  ? 
He  dreaming  faw  the  Quack,  Hermocrates. 

Upon  this  I  will  relate  two  Stories  :  The  Baron  of  Cau- 

pene  in  Cbalojfe^  and  I,  have  betwixt  us  the  q-^^  pieafant 

Advowfon  of  a  Benefice  of  great  Extent,  at  Stories  againft 

the  Foot  of  our  Mountains,  called  Lahontan.  the  Praaice  of 

It  is  with  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Angle,  as  J^^^ 

'cis  faid  of  thofe  of  the  Vale  of  Angrougne  :  '^^^'^'* 

QLq  3  '  Thcf 
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*  Xhey  lived  a  peculiar  Sort  of  Life,  had  particular  Fa- 

*  ihions,  Cloaths,  and  Manners/  and  were  ruled  and  go- 
verned by  certain  particular  Laws  and  Ufages,  received 
from  Father  to  Son,  to  which  they  fubmitted,  without 
other  Conftraint  than  the  Reverence  due  to  Cuftom.  This 
little  State  had  continued  from  all  Antiquity  in  fo  happy 
a  Condition,  that  no  neighbouring  Judge  was  ever  put  to 
the  Trouble  of  enquiring  into  their  Quarrels,  no  Ad- 
vocate ever  retained  to  give  them  Counlel,  nor  Stranger 
ever  called  in  to  compofe  their  Difierences  ;  nor  was  ever 
any  of  them  feen  fo  reduced  as  to  go  a  beggiog.  They 
avoided  all  Alliances  and  Traffic  with  the  reft  of  Man- 
kind, that  they  might  not  corrupt  the  Purity  of  their  own 
Government  •,  till,  as  they  fay ^  *  one  of  them,  in  the  Me- 

*  mory  of  their  Fathers,  having  a  Mind  fpurred  on  with 

*  a  noble  Ambition,  contrived,  in  order  to  bring  his  Name 
^  into  Credit  and  Reputation,  to  make  one  of  his  Sons 
^  ibmething  more  than  ordinary,  and»  having  put  him  to 

<  learn  to  write,  made  him,  at  10^9  ^  brave  Scrivener  for 

*  the  Village  :  This  Fellow,,  being,  grown  up,,  began  to 
^  difdain  their  ancient  Cuftoms,,  ^t\d,  tq  bqz.  inta  thq  Peo-     I 

*  ple*s  Ears  the  Pomp  of  the  other  Parts  of  the  Nation  : 

*  The  firft  Prank  he  played  was,  to  advife,  a  Friend  of 
^  his,  whom  Some-body  had  di&nded  by  fawing  off  the 
^  Horns  of  one  of  his  She-Goats,  to  make  his  Complaint 

*  of  it  to  the  King's  Judges  thereabouts,  and  fo.  he  went 

<  on  in  this  Praftice,  till  he  fpoiled  all/  . 
In  the  Tail  of  this  Corruption,  they  fay ,  there  happen-     | 

cd  another,  of  worfe  Confequence,  by  Means  of  a  Phyfi- 
cian,  who  fell  in  love  with  one  of  their  Daughters,  had  a 
mind  to  marry  her,  and  to  live  amongft  them.     *  This 

*  Man  firft  of  all  b^gan  to  teach  them  the  Names  of  Fc- 

*  vers,  Rheums,  and  Impofthumes,  the  Seat  of  the  Heart, 

*  Liver,  and  Inteftines,  a  Science,  till  then,  utterly  un- 

*  known  to  them  ;  and,  inftead  of  Garlic,  with  which  they 

*  were  wont  to  cure  all  manner  of  Difeafes,  how  painful 

*  or  extreme  foever,  he  taught  them,  though  it  were  but 

*  for  a  Cough,  or  any  little  Cold,  to  take  ftrange  Mix- 

*  tures,  and  began  to  make  a  Trade,  not  only  of  their 

*  Healths,  but  of  their  Lives.     They  fwcar,  that,  till 

then, 
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'  then,  they  never  perceived  the  Evening  Air  to  be  of- 

'  fenfive  to  the  Head,  nor  that  to  drink,  when  they  were 

*  hot,  was  hurtful,  nor  that  the  Winds  of  Autumn  were 
'  more  unwholefome  than  thofe  of  the  Spring ;  that,  fincc 

*  this  Ufe  of  Phyfic,  they  find  thcmfelves  opprcfled  with 

*  a  Legion  of  unufual  Difeafes,  and  that  they  perceive  a 

*  general  Decay  in  their  wonted  Vigour,  and  their  Lives 

*  are  cut  Ihorter  by  the  half.*    This  is  the  firft  of  my 
Stories. 

The  other  is,  that,  before  I  was  afBifted  with  the  Stone, 
hearing  that  the  Blood  of  a  He-Goat  was.  Another  Story^ 
with  many,  in  very  great  Efteem,  and  look-  'which  naUfs 
ed  upon  as  a  celeftial  Manna,  rained  down  concerns  Phyjk. 
upon  thefe  latter  Ages  for  the  Safety  and  Prefervation  of 
the  Lives  of  Men,  and,  having  heard  it  fpoken  ofy  by 
Men  of  Underftanding,  for  an  admirable  Drug,  and  of 
infallible  Operation,  I,  who  have  ever  thought  myfelf 
fubjedt  to  all  the  Accidents  that  can  befal  other  Men,  had 
a  mind,  in  my  perfedl  Healthy  to  furnifli  rtiyfelf  with  thii 
admirable  Medicine,  and  therefore  gave  Order  to  have  a 
Goat  fed  at  home  according  to  the  Receipt :  For  he  mufl: 
be  taken  up  in  the  hotteft  Months  of  SumcAer,  aod  mtif^ 
only  have  aperitive  Herbs  given  to  eat,  and  Whites-wind 
to  drink.  I  went  home,  by  Chance,  the  very  Day  he  waf 
to  be  killed  ;  and  one  came  and  told  me,  that  the  Cook 
had  found  two  or  three  great  Balls  in  his  Paunchy  that 
rattled  againft  one  another  amongft  what  he  had  e^tcn  : 
I  was  curious  to  have  all  his  Entrails  brought  beforef  me, 
where,  having  catifed  the  Skin  that  inclofed  them  to  b^ 
cut,  there  tumbled  out  three  great  Lumps,  as  light  ai 
Spunges,  fo  that  they  appeared  to  be  hollow  ;•  but,  as  to 
the  reft,  hard  and  firm  without,  and  fpotted  all  over  with 
various  dead  Colours  :  One  was  perfeftly  round,  and  of 
the  Bignefs  of  a  little  Ball ;  the  other  two  fom^hing  lefs', 
of  an  imperfeft  Roundnefs,  as  feeming  not  to  ber  arrived 
at  their  full  Growth  :  I  find,  by  Enquiry  of  People  ac- 
cuftomed  to  open  thefe  Animals,  that  it  is  a  fare  and  un- 
ufual Accident :  'Tis  likely  thefe  are  Stones  of  the  fame 
Nature  with  ours,  and,  if  fo,  it  muft  needs  be  a  v^ry  vain 
Hope,. in  thofe  who  have  the  Stone,  to  extradt  their  Cure 

Q^q  4  fro* 
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from  the  Blood  of  a  Bead,  which  was  itfelf  in  a  Way  to 
die  of  the  fame  Difeafe  :  For  to  fay,  that  the  Blood  does 
not  participate  of  this  Contagion,  and  does  not  alter  its 
wonted  Virtue,  it  is  rather  to  be  believed,  that  nothing  is 
ingendered  in  a  Body  but  by  the  Confpiracy  and  Commu- 
nication of  all  the  Parts  :  The  whole  Mais  works  toge- 
ther, though  one  Part  contributes  more  to  the  Work  than 
another,  according  to  the  Diverfity  of  Operations  :  Where- 
fore it  is  very  likely,  that  there  was  fome  petrifying  Qua- 
lity in  ail  the  Parts  of  this  Goat.    It  was  not  fo  much  for 
the  Fear  of  the  future,  and  for  myfelf,  that  I  was  curious 
of  this  Experiment,  but  becaufe  it  falls  out  in  mine,  as  it 
dor^s  in  many  other  Families,  that  the  Women  ftorc  up 
fuch  fmall  Wares  for  the  Service  of  the  common  People, 
"ufing  the  fame  Receipt  in  fifty  fevcral  Difeafes,  and  fuch  a 
Receipt  as  they  will  not  take  thcmfelves,  and  yet  triumph 
in  their  good  Succefles. 

As  to  what  remains,  I  honour  Phyficians,  not  accord- 
Thyjitians         i^g  to  the  Rule,  for  Neceffity,  (for  to  this 
portly  ofEf'     Paflage  may  be  added  another  of  the  Pro- 
um.and'why.    ^^^^   reproving  King  Afa  for   having  Re- 
courfe  to  a  Phyfician)  but  for  their  own  Sakes,  having 
known  many  honeft  amiable  Men  of  that  Profeffion.    I 
do  not  attack  them,  but  their  Art ;  and  do  not  much 
blame  them  for  making  their  Advantage  of  our  Folly,  for 
moft  Men  do  the  fame.     Many  Callings,  both  of  greater 
and  lefs  Dignity  than  theirs,  have  no  other  Foundation 
or  Support  than  Abufe  of  the  Public.    When  I  am  fick  I 
call  them  in,  if  they  come  by  my  Door,  only  to  have  a 
little  Chat,  and  fee  them  as  others  do.    I  give  them  leave 
to  command  me  to  keep  myfelf  warmy  becaufe  I  chufe  to  do 
it,  and  to  appoint  Leeks  or  Lettuce  for  my  Broth ;  to 
order  me  White- wine  or  Claret,  and  all  other  Things,  in 
like  manner,  at  their  own  Pleafure,  which  are  indifferent 
to  my  Palate  and  Cuftom,     I  know,  very  well,  that  I  do 
nothing  for  them  in  fo  doing,  becaufe  Sharpnefs  and  odd 
Taftes  are  Accidents  of  the  very  Eflence  of  Phyfic,    Ly 
Wine  prefcrih'    curgus  Ordered  Wine  for  the  fick  Sparim: 
$dfor  the  fick     Why  ?    Bccaufc  they  abominated  the  Drink- 
Sf artans.  jj^g  ^f  \^  ^}^^^  ^^^  ^^^g  ^^j| .    ^^  ^  Qendc- 

man, 
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man,  a  Neighbour  of  mine,  takes  it  for  a  moft  wholc- 
fome  Medicine  in  his  Fever,  becaufe  that  naturally  he 
mortally  hates  the  Tafte  of  it. 

How  many  do  we  fee,  amongft  th?m,  of  my  Humour, 
that  defpife  taking  Phyfic  themfelves,  are    j^ 
Men  of  liberal  Diet,  and  live  a  quite  con-    ci^/^m 
trary  fort  of  Life  to  what  they  prefcribe  to    ufe  Medidnd 
others  ?  What  is  this  but  flatly  to  abufe  our   ^^^'  ^^««' 
Simplicity?  For  their  own  Lives  and  Healths  '^^  ^'* 
are  no  lefs  dear  to  them  than  ours  are  to  us,  and  they 
would  accommodate  their  EfFedts  to  their  own  Rules,  if 
they  did  not  themfelves  know  how  falfe  they  are. 

'Tis  the  Fear  of  Death,  and  of  Pain,  an  Impatience  of 
the  Difeafe,  and  a  violent  and  indifcreet  De-    jj^^  ,^  ^^ 
fire  of  a  prefent  Cure  that  fo  blind  us  :    And  pens  tbatUen 
'tis  pure  Cowardice  that  makes  our  Belief  fo   ^efi  r^figned 
pliable  and  eafy  ;  and  yet  moft  Men  do  not   ^^*^^^- 
fo  much  believe  as  they  acquiefce  and  per- 
mit, for  1  hear  them  find  Fault,  and  complain,  as  well  as 
we:  But  they  refolve  at  laft-,  JVhat  Jhall  I  do  then  ?  As 
if  Impatience  were,  of  itfelf,  a  better  Remedy  than  Pa- 
tience.   Is  there  any  one  of  thofe  who  have  fufFered  them- 
felves to  be  captivated  by  this  miferable  Subjeftion,  that 
does  not  equally  furrender  himfelf  to  all  forts  of  Impof-. 
tures  ?  Who  does  not  give  up  himfelf  alike  to  the  Mercy 
of  whoever  has  the  Impudence  to  promife  him  a  Cure  ? 
The '^  jBtf^/mtf»j  carried  their  Sick  into  the    f^hefUlFer-^ 
public  Square,  the  PhyCcian  was  the  People,  fim'^  Baby- 
where  every  one  that  pafled  by,  being  in  Hu-    Ion  expofiHn 
manity  and  Civility  obliged  to  inquire  of  ^^M^^et- 
their  Condition,  gave  fome  Advice  accord-  ^^^* 
ing  to  his  own  Experience,    We  do  little  better,  there 
being  not  fo  filly  a  Woman,  whofe  Spells  and  Drenches 
we  do  not  make  ufe  of  j  and,  according  to  my  Humour, 
if  I  were  to  take  Phyfic,  I  would  fooner  chufe  to  take 
theirs  than  any  other,  becaufe,  at  leaft,  it  will  do  no  Harm^ 
What  Hcmer  and  Plato  faid  of  the  Egyptians^  that  they 
were  all  Phyjicians^  may  be  faid  of  all  People  ;  there  is  no 
one  that  does  not  boaft  of  fome  rare  Receipt,  and  who 

will 

^  'Twas  ^  Lj^w  wifely  eilabliihcd,  fkys  Herodotus j  lib.  i.  p.  Q^* 
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will  not  venture  it  upon  his  Neighbour,,  if  he  will  truft 
him.  I  was,  the  other  Day,  in  Company  where  Some- 
l5ody  of  my  Fraternity  ^  told  us  of  a  fort  of  Pill  made  up 
cf  a  hundred  and  odd  Ingredients  :  It  made  us  very  merry, 
and  was  a  Angular  Confolation,  for  what  Rock  could 
withftand  Ho  great  a  Battery  ?  And  yet  I  hear,  by  thofe 
who  made  trial  of  it,  that  the  leaft  Atom  of  Gravel  would 
not  ftir  for  it. 

I  cannot  take  my  Hand  from  this  Paper^  before  I  have 
added  a  Word  or  two  more,  concerning  the 
F^7m         Affurance  they  give  us  of  the  Certainty  of 
fow^  their        their  Drugs,  from  the  Experiments  they  have 
pretended  madic.     The  greateft  Part,  and,  I  think,  a- 

KM^kdge  •/     jjQ^g  ^^Q  thirds  of  the  medicinal  Virtues  con- 

^ibeir^DnJu       ^^  ^"  ^^^  Quinteffence,  or  occult  Property 

of  the  Simples,  of  which  we  can  have  no  o- 
ther  Information  than  the  Ufe  :  For  Quinteflence  is  no 
other  than  a  Quality,  of  which  we  cannot,  by  our  Rea* 
fon,  find  out  tlic  Caufe  :  In  fuch  Proofs,  thofe,  which 
they  pretend  to  have  acquired  by  the  Infpiration  of  fome 
Dsemon,  I  am  content  to  receive  (for  I  meddle  not  with 
Miracles)  as  alfo  the  Proofs  which  are  drawn  from 
Things,  that,  upon  fome  other  Account,  oft  fall  into 
Ufe  amongft  us ;  as  if  in  Wool,  wherewith  we  are  wont 
to  cloath  ourfelves,  there  has  accidentally  fome  occult  de- 
ficcative  Property  been  found  out  of  curing  kibed  Heels, 
or  as  if,  in  the  Radilh  we  eat  for  Food,  there  has  been 
found  out  fome  aperitive  Operation.  Galen  reports,  *  That 

*  a  Man  happened  to  be  cured  of  a  Leprofy  by  drinking 

*  Wine  out  of  a  Veflel  into  which  a  Viper  had  crept  by 

*  Chance.*  In  which  Example,  we  find  the  Means,  and 
a  very  likely  Guide  to  this  Experience  ;  as  we  alfo  do  in 
thofe  which  Phyficians  pretend  to  have  been  dire6ted  to 
by  the  Example  of  fome  Beafts  :  But  in  moft  of  their 
other  Experiments,  wherein  they  declare  to  have  been 
condudted  by  Fortune,  and  to  have  had  no  other  Guide 
than  Chance,  I  find  the  Progrefs  of  this  Information 
incredible.  Suppofe  a  Man  looking  round  about  him 
upon  the  infinite  Number  of  Things,  Plants,  Animals, 

and 

^  Meaning,  that  was  troubled  with  the  Stone. 
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and  Metals,  I  do  not  know  where  he  would  begin  his 
Trial ;  and  though  his  firft  Fancy  flioald  fix  him  upon 
an  Elk's  Horn,  wherein  there  muft  be  a  very  gentle  and 
and  eafy  Belief,  he  will  yet  find  himfelf  perplexed  in  his 
fecond  Operation-     There  are  fo  many  Makdies,,  and  fo 
many  Circjumftances  laid  before  him,  that,  befoxe  he  can 
arrive  at  the  Certainty  of  the  Point,,  to  which  the  Pcrjfec- 
tion  of  his  Experience  (hould  arrive,  human  Stak  wiH  be, 
nonpluffed  :  And  before  he  can,  anaQng.ft  this  Pnfuiity  of 
Things,  find  out  what  this  Horn  is  -,  amongft  fo  many 
Di£cafcs,  what  the  Epilepfy ;  amongft  the  m^ny  Conlli-, 
tutions,  the  melanchcrfic  v  the.  many  Seafons  in  Winter,. 
the  many  Nations  in  the  Frencby  the  many  Ages  in  Ag?, 
the  many  celeftial  Mutations  ia  the  Conjunction  of  Ferns 
and  Saturn^  and  the  many  Parta  in  Man's  Body,,  to  a  Fin- 
ger :  And  being,  in  all  this,  dircfted  neither  by  Argu- 
ment, Conjeftures,  Example,  nor  divine  Jnlpirationy  but, 
by  the  fole  Motion  of  Fortune^  it  muft  be  by  a  For- 
tune perfeftly  artificial,  regular,  and  methodical     And,: 
after  the  Cure  is  performed,  how  can  he  aftujre  him- 
felf, that  it  was  not  *  becaufe  the  Difeaie.  waa  arrived  at. 
'  its  Period,  or  an  Effect  of  Chance  ?  or  the  Operation, 
<  of  fomethlng  elfe  that  he  had  eaten,  drank,  or  touchcd^ 
*  that  Day?  or  by  Virtue  of  his  Grandmothec*s  Prayers  ?* 
And,  moreover,  had  this  Experiment  been  perfect,  boaw 
many  times  was.  it  reiterated^  and  this  long,  BeadroH  of 
Fortunes  and  Encounters  ftrung  anew  from  Chaoo:  to. 
conclude  a  certain  Rule  ?  And,  wiien  the  Ruk  b  con- 
cluded', by  whom  I  pray  you  ?  Of  foe  maoy  Millions, 
there  are  but  three  Men  who.  take  upon  them  to  record 
their  Experiments  :  And  muft  Chance  needs  j*ift  meet  one 
of  thefe  ?  What  if  another,,and  a  hundred  others  have  m^dc 
contrary  Experiments?   We  might,  peradventure,  have 
fome  Light  in  this,  were  all  the  Judgments  and  Argu- 
ments of  Men?  known  to  us.     But  that  three  Witnefles, 
three  DoSorSy  fhould  lord'  it  over  all  Mankind,  is  ag^inft 
all  Reafon.     It  were  fit  that  human  Nature  flxould  have, 
deputed  and  culled  them  out»  and  that  they  were  declared 
our  Comptrollers  by  ejcprefs  Le.tters  of  Attorney, 
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To  Madam  D  e  D  u  r  a  s. 

Madam, 

TH  E  laft  Time  you  came  to  fee  me,  you  found 
me  at  work  upon  this  Chapter,    and  as  it  may 
happen,  that  thefe  Trifles  may,  one  Day,  fall  into  your 
Ladyfliip's  Hands,  I  defire  alfo,  that  they  teftify,  how 
much  the  Author  will  think  himfelf  honoured  by  any 
Favour  you  fhall  pleafe  to  (hew  them.     You  will  there 
find  the  fame  Air  and  Behaviour  you  have  obferved 
in  his  Converfation,  and,  though  I  might  have  aflumed 
fome  better  and  more  honourable  Garb  than  my  own, 
I  would  not  chufe  it ;  for  I  require  nothing  more  of 
thefe  Writings,  but  to  prefent  me  to  your  Memory, 
fuch  as  I  naturally  am.     The  fame  Conditions  and  Fa- 
culties, your  Ladyfhip  has  been  pleafed  to  receive  and 
eatertain  with  much  more  Honour  and  Courtefy  than 
they  deferve,  I  will  put  xogether  (but  without  Altera- 
tion) in  one  folid  Body,  that  may,  peradventure,  con- 
tinue fome  Years,  or  fome  Days,  after  I  am  gone  ; 
where  you  may  find  them  again,  when  your  Ladyfhip 
ihall  pleafe  to  refrefh  your  Memory,  without  putting 
you  to  any  greater  Trouble,  neither  arc  they  worth  it, 
I  defire  you  mould  continue  the  Favour  of  your  Friend- 
fliip  to  me,  by  the  fan>e  Qualities  by  which  it  was  ac- 
quired. 

^  I  am  not  at  all  ambitious,  that  any  one  (hould  love 
Montaigne  *  ^"^  efteem  me  more  Dead  than  Living. 
prefers pre/ent  *  The  Humour  oi  Ttberius  is  ridiculous,  but 
Efteem  to  that  «  yet  common,  who  was  more  foUicitous  to 
rwhichispoft^  <  extend  his  Renown  to  Pofterity,  than  to 
tumous.  ,  render  himfelf  Valuable  and  Acceptable  to 

*  Men  of  his  own  Time.    If  I  was  one  of  thofe  to  whom 

*  the  World  could  owe  Commendation,  I  would  acquit 

*  the  one  half  to  have  the  other  in  Hand,  that  their 

*  Praifes   might  come  quick  and  crouding  about  me, 

*  more  thick  than  long,  more  full  than  durable  ;  and  let 

*  them  ceafe,  in  God's  Name,  with  my  Knowledge,  and 

*  when 
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when  the  fweet  Sound  can  no  longer  ring  ift  my  Ears. 
It  were  an  idle  Humour  to  go  about,  now  that  I  am 
going  to  forfake  the  Commerce  of  Men,  to  ofFer  myfelf 
to  them  by  a  new  Recommendationl. 
•  I  make  no  Account  of  the  Goods  I  could  not  im- 
ploy  in  the  Service  of  my  Life  :  And  fuch  n  d  h^ 

as  I  am,  I  will  be  elfewhere  than  in  P^per  :    ^^^^  ^i^ 
My  Art  and  Induftry  have  been  ever  di- 
redled  to  fet  a  Value  upon  myfelf;  and  my  Studies,  .to 
teach  me  to  do,  and  not  to  write.     I  have  m^de  it  my 
whole  Bufinefs  to  frame  my  Life.     This  has  been  my 
Profeffion  and  Imployment.     I  am  lefs  a  Book-maker 
than  any  Thing  elfe.     I  have  coveted  fo  much  Under- 
ftanding  for  the  Service  of  my  prefent  and  real  Con- 
veniencies,  and  not  to  lay  up  a  Stock  for  my  Heirs. 
Whoever  has  any  Merit,   let  him  make  it  appear  in  his 
ordinary  Difcourfes,  in  his  Courtfliips,  and  his  Quar- 
rels ;  in  Play,  in  Bed,  at  Table,  in  the  Management  of 
his  Affairs,  in  his  GEconomy,     I  fee  fome  that  make 
good  Books  in  ragged  Breeches,  who,  if  they  would 
have  beeri  ruled  by  me,  fliould  firft  have  mended  their 
Breeches.     Afk  a  Spartan^  whether  he  had  rather  be  a 
good  Orator,  or  a  good  Soldier  ?   And,  if  I  was  afked 
the  fame  Queftion,  I  would  rather  chufe  to  be  a  good 
Cook^  had  I  not  one  already  to  ferve  me.     Good  God  ! 
Madam,  how  (hould'I  hate  the  Reputation  of  being  a 
good  Writer,  and  an  Afs  and  a  Sot  in  every  Thing  elfe  : 
Yet  I  had  rather  be  a  Fool  in  any  Thing,  than  to  have 
made  fo  ill  a  Choice  wherein  to  imploy  my  Talent  : 
And  I  am  fo  far  from  expefting  to  gain  any  ney/  Re- 
putation by  thefe  Follies,  that  I  fhall  come  off  pretty 
well,  if  I  lofe  nothing  by  them. of  that  little  I  had 
before  :  For,  belidcs  that  this  dead  Painting  will  take 
from  my  natural  Being,    it  has  no  Refemblance  to  my 
better  Condition,  which  is  alfo  much  lapfed  from  my 
former  Vigour  and  Chearfulnefs,  and  looks  faded  and 
withered  :  I  am  funk  towards  the  Bottom  of  the  Barrel, 
which  begins  to  tafte  of  the  Lees. 

*  For 
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*  For  the  reft.  Madam,  I  fhould  not  have  dared  to 

f. »    /•     *  make  fo  bold  with  the  Myftcrics  of  Phy- 

^umed  PhA     *  ^^»  confidcring  the  Eftecm  that  your  La* 

^  dyfhip,  and  fo  many  others  have  of  it, 
had  I  not  had  Encouragement  from  their  own  Au- 
thors. I  think  they  have,  among  the  Ancients,  onlj 
two  Latinifts,  Plitrf  and  Celfus.  If  thefc  ever  fall  into 
your  Hands,  you  will  find,  chat  they  ipeak  much  more 
rudely  of  their  Art  than  I  do  ;  I  but  pinch  it,  they  cut 
the  Throat  of  it.* 
Pttnyy  anrx>ngfl:  other  Things,  twits  them  with  this, 
That  wtien  they  are  at  the  End  of  the  Rope,  that  is, 
when  they  have  dwie  die  utmoft  of  what  they  are  abJc 
to  do,  they  have  a  pretty  Device  to  fave  themfelves, 
of  recommending  their  Patients,  after  they  have  teafed 
and  tormented  them  with  their  Drugs  and  Diets  to  no 
Purpofe,  fome  to  Vows  and  Miracles,  and  others  to  hot 
Baths.  '  (Be  not  angry,  Madam,  he  fpeaks  not  of  rhofe 
in  our  Parts,  who  are  under  the  Proteftion  of  your 
Houfe,  and  all  Gr^imontins.)  They  have  a  third  Way 
to  fave  their  own  Credit,  by  ridding  their  Hands  of  us, 
and  fecuring  themfelves  from  the  Reproaches  we  might 
caft  in  their  Teeth,  of  the  little  Amendment  we  find, 
when  they  have  had  us  fo  long  in  their  Hands,  that 
they  have  but  one  more  Invention  left  wherewith  to 
amufe  us  ;  which  is.  To  fend  us  to  the  better  Mr  of  fome 
other  Country.  This,  Madam,  is  enough  -,  I  hope  you 
will  give  me  leave  to  return  to  my  former  Difcourfc, 
from  which  I  have  {o  far  digrefied,  the  better  to  divert 
*  you.' 

It  was,  I  think,  Pericles  '^,  who  being  afked,  *  How 
*  he  did  ?  You  may  judge,  j&yj  be^  by  thefe,' 
^^^  ^  (hewing  fome  little  Labels  he  had  tied  about 
Jha&  he,  if  his  Neck  and  Arms.  By  this  he  would  in- 
infir  hi  pmtt  fer,  that  he  muft  needs  be  very  (ick,  when 
^^^ftj^^f  he  was  reduced  to  a  Neceflity  of  having 
2^  S£i    Recourfe  to  fuch  idle  Things,  and  of  fuffcr- 

ing  hknfelf  to  be  thus  equipped.      I  don't 

fay, 

«  Plutarch  in  the  Life  of  Pen^Usy  c.  24. 
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fay,  but,  fome  Day  or  other,  I  may  be  fuch  a  Fx)ol  as 
to  commit  my  Life  and  Health  ro  the  Mercy  and  Go- 
vernment of  Phyficians,  I  may  fail  into  fucu  Frenzy : 
I  dare  not  be  rcfponfibie  for  my  future  Conftancy  :  But 
then,  if  any  one  ask  me,  *  How  I  do  ?  *  I  may  alio  anfwer, 
as  Pericles  did,  '  You  may  judge  by  this,*  fhewing  my 
Hand  clutched  up  with  fix  Drachms  of  Opium  :  It  will 
be  a  very  evident  Sign  of  a  violent  Sicknefs ;  .and  my 
Judgment  will  be  very  much  unhinged.  If  once  Fear 
and  Impatience  get  fuch  an  Advantage  over  me,  it  may 
very  well  be  concluded,  that  there  is  a  dreadful  Fever  Ia 
my  Mind.  I  have  taken  the  Pains  to  plead  cru.  n.r  /- 
this  Caufe,  which  I  don  t  very  much  under-  Glwy  ivas 
ftand,  a  little  to  back  and  fupport  the  natu-  ids  Moti^vt 
ral  Averfion  to  Drugs,  and  the  Pr'aftice  of  ^  ^d^/- 
Phyfic,  which  I  have  derived  from  my  An-  ^^^'"''  ^^ 
ceftors,  to  the  End  it  may  not  be  a  mere  ftupid  and  te- 
merarious Averfion,  but  have  a  little  more  Form ;  and 
alfo,  that  they  who  fhall  fee  me  fo  firm  againft  the  Ex- 
hortations and  Menaces  that  fhall  be  given  me,  when  my 
Infirmities  are  at  the  worft,  may  not  think  'tis  mere  Ob- 
ftinacy  in  me;  or  left  any  one  be  fo  ill-oatured,  as  to 
judge  it  to  be  frojA  a  View  to  <i3(My :  For  it  would  be  a 
ftrangs  fort  cf  Ambition  to  feek  to  gain  Honour  by  aa 
A£lion  that  iny  Gardener,  or  qny  Giroom,  call  perform  as 
well  as  L  Cprtainly,  I  hav^  not  a  Heart  ic^  puH^ed  up, 
and  fo  windy,  that  I  fliould  exdiange  ib  fdiid  a  Pleafure 
as  fiorid- Health,  and  a  good  f^sht,  for  an  airy,  fpiri- 
tual,  and  imaginary  PJcafure.  Gloty,  even  that  of  the 
four  Sons  of  Aymon^  is  too  dear  bought  by  a  Man  of  my 
Humour,  if  it  coft  him  three  fmart  Fits  of  the  Stone. 
Give  me  Health,  in  God's  Name  !  Such  as  love  our 
Phyfic,  may  alfo  have  good,  great,  and  convincing  Con- 
fiderations  5  I  do  not  hate  Whimfies  contrary  to  my  own. 
I  am  fo  far  from  being  angry  to  fee  a  Difference  betwixt 
mine  and  other  Men's  Judgments,  and  fo  far  from  ren- 
dering myfelf  iJnfociable  with  Men,  for  being  of  another 
Senfe  and  Party  than  mine,  that,  on  the  contrary,,  (the 
moft  general  Courfe,   that  Nature  has  followed,    being 

Variety, 


6o8  MontaigneV  £^x,  &c.         Book  11. 

Variety,  and  more  in  Souls  than  Bodies,  forafmuch  as 
■  they  are  of  a  more  fupple  Subftance,  and  more  fufcep- 
tible  of  Forms)  I  find  it  much  more  rare  to  fee  our  Hu- 
mours and  Defigns  agree  :  And  there  never  were,  in  the 
World,  two  Opinions  any  more  alike,  than  two  Hairs, 
or  two  Grains  :  Their  moft  univcrfal  Quality  is  Di- 
"terfity. 


7^  End  of  the  Second  Book. 
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the  Search  of  it  agreeable  242 

banijhed,  the  firft  Caufe  of  the  Corruption  of  Manners  459' 

the  fundamental  Fart  of  Virtue  5 1 8,  5 1 9" 
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%Mmn  MUh  mtfumnted  nmtb  the  Mathematicks 
Turks  Regard  to  Beafts 
VM9wrj  its  Bafis 
TumebiisV  CbaraBer 
Tvger's  Clemency  to  a  Kid 
ijraaUs  make  their  Anger  felt  hy  lingering  Deaths 
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512 

455 
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500 


U.    V. 

VALENTINIAN  Enetny  to  all Knowkdge 
Valour  y  true^  defined 
Vakur  never  ft  arts 

militafy 

fhilofopbical 

the  higheft  Degree  of  Virtue^  and  its  Etymology 

the  chief  Virtue  among  the  French  NobleJ/e 

ferfeSed  luith  Anger 

ought  to  he  defired  for  itfelf  not  for  a  She^v 

popular y  by  Civil  Wars  in  France 

^^Caeiar'j  Soldiers 

emd  Refolution 
Value  ofourfelves 
Vamty  of  the  Self  conceited 

Nurfing-Mother  offalfe  Opinions 
Variety  and  Vanity  of  Opinions 

Varro'j  Excufe  for  the  Ahfurdities  of  the  Religion  of  the  Romans. 
Venus  imperious  Goddefs 

her  Myfteries 

accompanies  Bacchus       ' 
Vermilion  and  Cerufs 

Vefpafian,  Emperor^  his  Behaviour  on  his  Death-Bed 
Vice  carries  a  Sting  in  its  Tail 

the  being  addiSed  to  one^  does  not  render  a  Man  liable  to  all 
the  natural  Propenfity  to  it  correSed  by  DifcipUne 
punijhed  by  the  Divine  Juftice  after  Death 
Vices  all  alike ^  as  they  are  Vices ^  but  not  equal 

of  Men 
ViSory  not  complete  without  the  Sovereign 

obtained  by  Counfel  better  than  obt tuned  by  Force 
Vievst  free  and  fuU^  of  a  loved  ObjeQ^  cools  the  Ardour 
Violence  offered  to  Womens  Chaftity 
Virgil,  bis  ^neid  and  Georgicks 

far  fuperior  to  Ariofto 
Flrgimty  kept  among  the  Gauls  tiBtvuenty  Tears  of  Age 
Virgins  made  Viragoes  in  the  very  Laps  of  their  mothers 

furious  compaQ 
Virius  Vibius  his  Smcide^  and  that  ofi'j  ^enatojrs 
Virtnis  Beginning  and  End 
Virtue  fomwed  for  herfelf 

%'■ 


103 


223 

7 

ibidl 

ibM. 

68 

400 
45S 

»9 

418 

244. 
280 
129 

350 

364 
470 

47 
127 

izS 

307 
10 

206 

47  « 

547 

204 

,  106 

9 

30 

37 

8 

Virttie 


\. 


r  N    D    E    X. 

Firttft  never  turns  her  Back  to  Accidents  ^f^p  tf 

bvw  attained  to  ^| 

//  more  mat  and aBi<ve  than  to  be  dranvn  to  the  Rules  ofReafin     \\y. 

cannot  he  exerdfed  <without  fame  Difficulty  1 1 8 

refufes  Eafe  for  a  Companion-  1 20 

Jbines  bright  by  the  ConfliSi  of  contrary  Appetites  ibid.  ^ 

her  neceffary  ObjeSis  ibid* 

turned  into  Habit  in  Cato  ^/r^Socrates  1 21 ,   \zt 

her  different  Degrees  .   ^  123 

the  particular  Mark- of  the  Cbnfiian  Riligion  14  A 

iucompanied  ivith  iheguiar  Agitations  326 

ought  to  be  coveted  for  herfelf  40 1  to  404 

military  ^o:J 

:  full  and  equal  504,  &C» 

Virtuous  Anions  renvardable  by  their  own  Merit  404 

Vnchafiity^  avhat  denotes  it  317 

Underftandingf  its  Darknefs  156 

limited  31^ 

its  Incapacity  318 

XMerfandingSf  commony  the  beft  for  Bufnefs  j^6() 

JToice  the  Floiver  of  Beauty  364 

of  the  Rabble  contemned  399 

Toluptuoufnefs  of  the  Cynicks  3  5 1 

the  moft  eager  J70,  &c. 

Fvw  offome  Sparks  rap  and  ridiculous  486 

WALACHIANS  the  Grand  Seignior's  Couriers  477 

War-Horfe  ^  19^^ 

Warriors,  the  great  eft  in  Montaigne'^  Time  453 

Wars  betwixt  Bees  1 87- 

of  Men  againft  the  Gods  277 

.   abroad  more  fupportable  than  Ci'vil  ones  J^yc^ 
Wafp  moft  hurtful  to  itfelf                                                          '  4.7 

Watching^  or  being  anxjoke  368 
Wealth  boarded  up  to  maintain  the  paternal  Authority  in  old  Agi  74 

Weather's  Alteration  affeSs  the  Minds  of  Men  323 

Weeping  of  Beafts  1 OC 
WbiJe  emd  Sea  Gudgeon  .  ibidi 
Wicked  Men  cannot  hide  themfd'ves  4S' 

fwtt/bed  49 

Widonv  got  a  great  Belly,  not  kno'wing  by  ivhcnt  1} 

Widows,  hvw  they  Jhould  be  provided  far  86,  88" 

Wifis  vehement  Love  of  her  Hufband  55?  " 

WiUs  more  obftinate  for  being  oppofed  3^9^  ii 
■Wine  *vents  the  moft  inn»ard  Secrets  '^  * 

Delicacy  in  the  Choice  of  it  cenfured  I  jf  t 
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fvhm  to  ht  drank  fparingly  - 
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I    N    D    E    X^ 

Wimforlidden  to  Children  Tage  I S 

///  Virtue  and  Property  ibid. 

fure^  tad  for  old  Age  19 

prefcribedfor  the  Jick  Spartans  600 

Wifdmii's  chief  Aim  2 

principal  Office  1 1 

Wifdom  liable  to  all  Conditions  and  natural  PaJJionS  199  &C. 

fwhat  it  is  23,  225 

««^  belongs  to  the  Diinnity  X  5 1 

./                 of  the  World  Folly  luith  God  1 52 

accompanied  uuith  Trouble  220 

Wife  Man's  Life  ZJ^ 

Men  operate  by  all  the  Virtues  together  izj 

compared  to  Ears  of  Com  227 

Man  determined  in  Life  by  Appearances  23^ 

Witf  greaty  has  a  Spice  of  Madnefs  22 

Wits^  great,  allied  to  Madnefs  21 5 

Wi'ves  'voluntarily  expcfing  their  Li'ves,  to  encourage  their  Hujhauds  to  do  the 

fame  36 

that  Jhe^v  moft  Lo^e  to  their  Httfiands  ^whcn  they  hofue  loft  them     554 

Woman  unreafonahle  ¥6 

abufed  by  her  Hujhand  dronvned  berfelf  507 

Wlmen^  Jcwifli,  auoiding  the  Cruelty  j/^Antigonus  33 

Jeeking  after  Death  to  a<void  the  Cruelty  of  Tyrattts  34 

of  Virtue  and  Honour  69,  553,  &c. 

the  Ufe  of  them  enervate  Youth  76 

addicted  to  crofs  their  Hufhands  82 

nsade  ufe  of  by  Ladies  for  a  Foot-Jloel  1 69 

their  Time  of  Pregnancy  313 

killing  themjehes  at  their  Hujbands  DecfOfe  507,  co§ 

buried  ali've  'U)ith  their  Hufhands  ioicL 

pbftinate  and  furious  52 1,  530 

three  good  ones  553 

that  never  Jhe<w  their  Lo*ve  to  their  Hufhands  till  they  tore  dead      554 

World  a  f acred  Temple  1 49 

netVy  ^without  Laiv  or  Magijlrati  223 

///  Plurality  and  Variety  264,  265 

its  Government  J274 

'various  Opinions  about  it  33  c 

Wren  and  Crocodile  U^ 

Wreftlers  tAjho  forbore  all  Commerce  tu^ith  Venui  yj 

Wreftling  condemned  by  Fhilopxmen^  why  496 

Writings  of  Cordas  condemned  to  the  Fire  gz 

to  be  preferred  to  bodily  Children  9J 

obfcure^  find  Interpreters  enough  353 

'^                of  the  great  Poets  of  former  limes  421 

long  or  Jhorty  give  no  Merit  to  them  493 

t    IFfwig  done  to  the  Divine  Greatnefs  «26o,  &c» 

Tt  X.    XANTIPPE^ 
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X. 


XTANTIPPE'j  Lamntation  for  tU  t>taih  of  her  Hufiand  SocrateT 
A  Page  ^48 

Aenocrates  his  Gods  250 

ho^u)  he  preferred  his  Contimney  531 

Xenophanes'/  God  251,  277 

Xenophon  reporting  Socrates'^  DoHrine  250 
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O  UNG  Gentlemen  given  to  filching 
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ZAMOLXIS,  the  God  of  the  Gttt9 
Zeal  armed  agednfi  Pagan  Books 
ZenO  reprefenting  the  State  of  his  Imagination! 
his  God 
Opinion  of  the  Nature  of  the  Soul 
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J600KS  printed  for  D.  BROWNE,  ^/  the  Black-Swaii 

without  Temple- Bar. 

HORACE'S  Satires,  Epiftlcs,  and  Art  of  Poetry.    Tranflated  into 
Englifti  (and  a  correft  Edition  of  the  Latin  on  the  oppofitc  Pa^) 
■.  with  Notes.  By  Samuel  Dunfter,  D.  D.  late  Prebendary  of  Sarum.    Price  . 
5  Sf  boand. 

Where  may  be  had,  juft  publifhed,  the  fecond  Edition  of 

1.  A  new  Tranilation  of  Juvenal's  Satires,  with  explanatory  and  claili- 
cal  Notes,  lelatine  to  the  Laws  and  Cuiloms  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans^ 
nd  a  corred  Edition  of  the  Latin  Original  on  the  oppofitc  Page^  Price  5  s. 
bound. 

2.  The  Satires  of  Perfms,  tranflated  into  Englifli,  by  Thomas  Sheridan,, 
D.  D.  with  explanatory  Notes.  The  2d  Ediuon  (to  which  is  added  an 
alphabetical  Index)  in  0£Uvo,  Price  i  s. 

3.  The  fame,  neatly  printed  on  fine  Paper,  in  Twelves,  Price  i  s.  6  d. 

4.  A  New  Tranflation  of  Lucretius,  of  the  Nature  of  Things  ;  in  fix 
Books.  With  a  correft  Edition  of  the  Latin  Original  on  the  oppofite  Page. 
lUuibated  with  proper  and  uieful  Notes  i  adorned  with  Copper-Plates 
curiouily  engraved,  by  Guemier,  and  others.  In  two  Volumes  Odlavo. 
Price  10  s.  bound. 

5.  A  few  remaining  Copies  of  Tonfbn's  beautiful  Edition  of  Lucretius^ 
on  Royal  Paper,  Quarto,  with  curious  Copper-Plates. 

Printed  in  the  fame  Size  and  Manner  as  the  Cambridge  ClafScs, 

6.  Biographia  ClalTica :  The  Lives  and  Charadlers  of  all  the  ClaflTc 
Authors^  the  Grecian  and  Roman  Poets,  Hiilorians,  Orators,  and  Biogra> 
phers  ;  with  an  hiflorical  and  critical  Account  of  them  and  tiicir  Writings, 
The  2d  Edition,  correfted  and  improved ;  to  which  is  no^  added,  at  the" 
End  of  every  Life,  a  Liit  of  the  beil  and  mod  curious  Editions  of  each  Claf- 
fick  Author.    In  two  neat  Pocket  Volumes,  Price  6  s.  bound. 

7.  The  five  Books  of  ^fopian  Fables  of  Phaedrus,  Auguflus  Caefar's 
Freed-man ;  with  a  numerical  Key  adjoining  to  each  Line,  direding  tc^ 
take  the  Words  in  Conftruing  in  proper  Order ;  and  alfo  the  Notes  of  Peter 
Danet,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Dauphin,  tranflated  into  Englifh.  To  which  are 
added,  a  copious  parfing  Index,  containing  every  Word  in  the  Fables 
with  tiieir  proper  Englifh,  and  a  grammatical  Praxis  on  them  referring  to 
the  Rules  of  Grammar ;  by  the  AfTiftance  of  which  young  Scholar^  may 
be  enabled,  of  themfelves,  to  learn  their  lieflbns  in  Phaidrus.  For  the 
Ufe  of  Schools ;  by  N.  Bailey.  The  fixth  Ediuon,  correfted  and  improved. 

2,  Memoria  Technica ;  or  a  new  Method  of  Artificial  Memory :  Ap- 
plied to  and  exemplified  in  Chronology,  Hiftory,  Geography,  Aftonomy ; 
alfb  Jewifh,  Grecian,  and  Roman  Coins,  Weights,  and  Meafures,  &<;. 
with  Tables  proper  to  the  refpe£Uvc  Sciences,  and  memorial  Lines  adapted 
to  each  Table.  By  Richard  Grey,  D.  D.  Reiflor  of  Hinton  in  Nor- 
tliamptonfhire.    The  third  Edition  corre^ed  and  improved. 

o.  Some  Thoughts  on  the  Intereft  of  Money  in  general,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  public  Funds ;  with  Reafons  for  fixing  the  fame  at  a-  lower 
Rate  in  both  Inflances,  with  Regard  efpccially  to  the  Land-holders.  By 
Wcyman  Lee,  Efq.    Price  i  s.  6  d. 

lo.  Mary  Stuart,  Queen  of  Scots ;  being  the  fccret  Hiftory  of  her  Life, 
and  the  real  Caufes  of  all  her  Misfortunes :  Containing  a  Relation  of  many 
mrticolar  Tranfadtions  in  her  Reign,  never  yet  publifhed  in  any  ColIeOion- 
Tranflated  from  thp  French^    The  fecoud  Edition. 


BOOKS  printed  for  CHARLES  BATHURST, 

at  the  Crofs-Keys,   cppqfiu  St.  Dunftan*s  Churchy   in 
Hect-Street. 

T.  'TT^HE  Life  of  Pope  Sixtus  the  Fifth  (Cotcmporaiy  with  Queen  Eli- 
X  febeth)  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  and  entertaining  Lives  that  is  • 
♦o  be  met  with  in  all  Antiquity ;  including  the  State  of  England,  France, 
Spain,  Italy,  the  Swifs  Cantons,  Germany,  Poland,  Ruflia,  Sweden,  and 
the  Low  ■  Countries  at  that  Time :  With  an  Account  of  St.  Peter's,  the 
Conclave,  and  Manner  of  chufmg  a  Pope ;  the  Vatican  Library,  the 
many  grand  Obelifks,  Aqucdufts,  Bridges,  Hofpitals,  Palaces,  Streets, 
Towns,  and  other  noble  Edifices,  begun  or  finifhcd  by  him-  Tranflated 
from  the  Italian  of  Gregorio  Leti ;  with  a  Preface  Prolegomena,  &c.  by 
Ellis  Fameworth,  M.  A.    Folio,  Price  i6s.  fewed. 

z.  The  Works  of  Thomas  Edwards,  Efq;  containing  the  Canons  of 
Criticifm  and  Glofi^ ;  the  Trial  of  the  Letter  Y,  alias  Y ;  and  forty-five 
Sonnets  never  before  publifhed.     Price  5  s.  bound. 

3.  The  great  Hillorical  and  Critical  Diftionary  of  Mr.  Peter  Bayle. 
The  fecond  Edition,  revifed,  and  greatly  augmented,  particularly  wiUi  a 
Tranilation  of  all  the  Paflages  quoted  from  eminent  Writers  in  various 
Languages ;  likewlfe  the  Life  of  the  Author  by  Mr.  Des  Maizeaux,  F.  R.  S, 
In  ^\c  Volumes  Folio,  Price  5  L  5  s. 

4.  Biographia  Britannica  (a  Supplement  to  Bayle)  or  the  Lives  of  the 
moll  eminent  Perfcns  v/ho  have  flourifted  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
from  the  earliefl  Ages  down  to  the  prefent  Time.  In  four  Volumes  Folio, 
Price  61.' 

5.  The  Hiftory,  Proceedings,  and  Debates  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  (in 
eight  Volumes)  and  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (in  fourteen  Volumes)  from 
the  Year  1660  to  1743,  complete;  publilhed  by  Chandler.    Price  5 1.  5  s. 

6.  The  Works  of  Jonathan  Swift,  D.  P.  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  Dublin, 
accurately  revifed ;  with  fome  Account  of  the  Author's  Life,  and  Notes 
Jiillorical  and  explanatory,  by  John  Hawkefworth,  LL,  D.  In  fix  Volumes 
Quarto,  adorned  v/ith  Copper-Plates.    Price  3  1.  12  s. 

7.  Ditto,  on  the  feme  Letter  and  Paper  as  the  above,  in  twelve  Vo- 
lumes large  06lavo.     Price  3  1.  12  s. 

'8.  The  Works  of  ^Alexander  Pope,  Efq;  with  his  laft  Correftions,  Ad- 
ditions, and  Improvements,  as  they  were  deliveced  to  the  Editor  juil  be- 
fore his  Death ;  together  with  the  Comment^  and  Notes  of  Dr.  War- 
fcurton.  In  nine  Volumes  large  Oftavo,  of  the  fame  Size  as  Dr.  Swift's 
Works,  Price  2I.  14  s. 

9.  An  Eilay  upon  the  Life,  Writings,  and  CharaAer  of  Dr.  Swift,  by 
Deane  Swift,  Efq;  to  which  is  added  that  Sketch  of  Dr.  Swift's  Life  writ- 
ten by  himfelf,  and  prcfented  by  the  Autlior  of  this  Efiay  to  the  Univerfity 
of  Dublin.     Oclavo,  Price  c  s. 

I  o.  The  Works  of  ^cn  Johnfon,  with  Notes  critical  and  explanatory, 
by  Peter  Whalley,  late  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College  in  Oxford.  In  feven 
Volumes  Odlavo,  Price  1 1.  i^s. 

II.  The  Works  of  Sir  William  Temple,  B?«t,  To  which  is  prefixe4 
(lie  Life  and  Character  of  the  Author,  written  by  a  particular  Friend,  neatly 
printed  in  frur  Volumes  Odavo,  Price  1 1. 


Archdeacon  of  Bath.     O^vo,  Price  6  s. 


